Western    New    England    College    Student  Newspaper 

The  B  Westerner 

1215  Wilbraham  Road,  Springfield,  Massachusetts  •  Volume  54  •  Issue  1  •  March  2006 


1  HMA-  Big  Changes  in  Residence  Life 
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This  spring,  the  Office 
of  Residence  Life  announced 
big  changes  in  campus  hous- 
ing selection.  Housing  selec- 
tion will  now  talce  place  on- 
line as  a  part  of  the  Housing 
Management  Application. 

In  the  past,  students 
had  to  wait  (sometimes  for 
hours)  in  the  Campus  Cen- 
ter to  choose  housing  for  the 
fall  semester.  The  new  HMA 
system  eliminates  the  wait, 
and  even  adds  a  feature  that 
allows  students  to  search  for 
roommates  online  by  filling 
out  a  questionnaire. 

First-year  students  al- 
ready participated  in  the  new 
process  this  summer  when 
they  applied  for  on-campus 
housing.  The  Office  of  Resi- 
dence Life  is  determined  that 
this  spring's  housing  process 


will  be  equally  as  successful 
as  it  was  last  summer. 

To  access  HMA,  stu- 
dents must  log  into  "mywnec" 
ft-om  the  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  homepage  us- 
ing their  email  usemame  and 
password.  The  HMA  portal  is 
accessible  from  mywnec. 

After  making  the 
$500  Housing  Verification 
Payment  by  March  1 0th,  stu- 
dents gain  access  to  informa- 
tion regarding  roommate  and 
housing  selection.  Students 
who  do  not  make  the  pay- 
ment will  be  allowed  into  the 
HMA  system  but  will  be  un- 
able to  select  roommates  and 
will  not  appear  in  the  room- 
mate directory  for  others  to 
see. 

Problems  with  the 
system  may  occur  if  jimiors 
are  interested  in  the  Senior 
Buyout  Option  in  Gateway,  or 


if  a  student  neglects  to  make 
the  payment  on  time.  These 
situations,  however,  have  tra- 
ditionally been  problematic 
for  students  who  are  selecting 
housing. 

In  theory,  HMA  is  an 
efficient  and  user-friendly 
alternative  to  the  traditional 
pen-and-paper  housing  selec- 
tion system  of  the  past. 


Residence  Life  plans 
to  put  on  several  information 
sessions  about  the  new  HMA 
service.  If  you  have  questions 
or  problems,  contact  the  of- 
fice of  Residence  Life. 

Don't  Forget: 
Pay  the  $500  Housing 
Verification  Payment  by 
March  10th! 


Facebook  and  You 


Elissa  Jacobs 


being  passed  around  with 
photos  of  people  in  the  fresh- 
Students  at  Harvard    men  class.  The  website  soon 
University  created  a  website    became  available  to  many 
(www.facebook.com)  called    students  at  that  college  and 
"facebook"  based  on  a  book    spread  to  other  Ivy  League 


Screenshot  of  www.facebook.com  taken  February  27,  2005. 


schools  and  later  to  over  2000 
schools.  Students  go  on  the 
website  and  create  profiles 
of  themselves  to  be  viewed 
by  who  they  believe  are  only 
students  and  the  same  college 
or  university.  The  majority  of 
college  students  are  on  face- 
book  or  at  least  know  what 
it  is  and  could  name  many 
of  their  fiiends  who  are  on 
it.  What  students  know  about 
facebook,  though,  seems  to 
be  limited.  Many  students 
do  not  realize  that  anyone  can 
see  their  profile  through  con- 
nections with  other  people 
and  that  it  is  more  than  just 
students.  Facebook  has  a  sec- 
tion that  staff,  faculty,  and  ad- 
ministrators can  use  to  look  at 
their  profiles.  Maybe  if  they 
knew  that,  they  would  censor 
the  information  used. 

Many  people  are  un- 
aware of  who  can  see  their 
facebook  profile,  believing 
that  setting  the  privacy  to 


"friends  only"  (or  friends  of 
fi-iends)  is  a  good  enough  way 
to  keep  others  out.  Students 
at  Berry  College  accidentally 
invited  their  campus  police 
to  a  party  through  facebook, 
and  everyone  at  the  party 
was  caught  drinking  while 
underage.  Resident  advisors 
also  know  how  to  find  their 
residents  on  facebook  and 
can  use  it  as  probable  cause 
to  knock  on  a  door  over  the 
weekend.  Attempting  to  say 
that  it  is  private  informa- 
tion would  not  be  a  proper 
defense  because  the  terms 
agreed  to  when  signing  up  for 
Facebook  say  that  anything 
you  post  is  granted  to  Face- 
book.  They  can  do  anything 
they  wish  with  the  informa- 
tion, and  it  is  not  necessary  to 
ask  you.  This  agreement  can 
be  found  by  clicking  the  link 

Facebook  story  continues  on 
page  3 
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Soft  Drinks,  Hard  Issues 
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In  my  time  at  West- 
em  New  England  College, 
I  have  seen  the  addition  of 
a  new  beverage  machine,  as 
well  as  minor  changes  in  the 
soda  line-up  both  at  the  Rock 
Cafe  and  in  the  upstairs  din- 
ing hall.  However,  there  has 
been  a  noticeable  lack  in  the 
fruit  sodas  that  I  have  come 
to  enjoy  through  an  ethnically 
diverse  childhood. 

Now  the  initial  reac- 
tion may  be  to  assume  that 
people  do  not  like  grape  soda 
enough  to  devote  one  of  the 
twenty-four  available  soft 
drink  slots  in  our  cafeteria. 
There  are  plenty  of  people 
who  dislike  grape  soda,  and 
the  various  colas  do  seem 
to  be  the  American  soda  of 
choice.  One  might  even 
make  the  connection  that  the 
people  who  enjoy  grape  soda 
are  the  minority  at  Western 


New  England  College. 

To  take  it  one  step 
further,  one  might  even  go  as 
far  to  say  that  grape  soda  is 
primarily  considered  a  bev- 
erage of  minorities.  There  is 
definitely  a  stereotype  linking 
minorities,  especially  African 
Americans,  as  the  main  con- 
sumers of  fruit  sodas,  specifi- 
cally orange  and  grape  soda. 
So,  would  it  be  too  extreme 
to  say  that  our  soda  selection 
is  racially  charged? 

Speaking  as  a  former 
convenience  store  clerk,  I  can 
assure  everyone  that  there 
are  more  than  enough  people 
around  who  wish  to  drink 
grape  soda,  yet  restaurants 
seem  to  limit  their  selection 
based  on  a  desire  for  a  certain 
clientele. 

Furthermore,  a  new 
trend  has  emerged  -  Coca  Cola 
has  Diet  Coke,  Sprite  has  Diet 
Sprite,  even  Barq's  Root  Beer 
has  a  diet  alternative.  Yet  it  is 


nearly  impossible  to  find  the 
diet  alternatives  to  grape  and 
orange  soda.  Not  only  are  the 
options  limited  for  the  con- 
sumers of  these  beverages,  it 
sends  out  a  clear  message— a 
lack  of  health  concerns  for 
those  who  wanta  Fanta! 

People  who  desire  a 
grape  soda  are  almost  forced 
to  swallow  those  extra  calo- 
ries that  can  lead  to  dental 
problems,  and  could  poten- 
tially lead  to  obesity,  an  in- 
creased risk  of  heart  disease, 
and  many  other  problems. 

The  options  of  my- 
self and  all  other  fruit  soda 
drinkers,  many  of  whom  are 
minorities,  are  being  asked  to 
either  drink  the  sodas  that  ev- 
eryone else  wants  to  drink  or 
die! 

So,  I  am  asking  you 
politely.  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  and  Aramark, 
please  provide  the  people 
with  some  grape  soda.  At  the 


very  least,  because  it  is  in  de- 
mand and  that  demand  should 
be  recognized.  There's  a  thin 
line  between  serving  the  pub- 
lic and  segregating  those  who 
get  to  enjoy  their  meals  and 
those  who  cannot. 


Gone  to  the  Movies        Top  Three  Spring 

Break  Destinations 


Jonathan  0*Hara 


When  you  have  few 
friends,  you  get  used  to  doing 
things  alone.  Case  in  point  is 
going  to  the  movies  (I  sup- 
pose I  should  be  insulted  that 
nobody  is  willing  to  sit  next 
to  me  in  a  dark  room  for  two 
hours,  but  that's  another  sto- 

ry). 

Every  time  I  enter  a 
theater,  I  know  that  every- 
one around  is  looking  at  me 
thinking,  "I  wonder  what 
his  problem  is?"  Its  human 
nature,  when  in  a  group  of 
strangers,  to  look  to  the  guy 
who  is  worse  off  than  you  to 
boost  your  own  self  esteem. 

Personally,  I  do  not 
like  attracting  this  kind  of  at- 
tention, so  I  came  up  with  a 
sure-fire  way  to  not  look  like 
the  biggest  loser  in  the  cin- 
ema. 

I  like  to  carry  around 
a  woman's  coat,  and  place  it 
on  the  seal  next  to  me  when 
I  walk  in.  This  gives  the  im- 


pression that  I'm  with  some- 
one who  just  happens  to  be  in 
the  bathroom  at  the  time.  A 
quick  exit  during  the  closing 
credits,  and  I  find  that  I  can 
fool  most  movie  patrons. 

In  rare  cases  where 
saving  face  is  extremely  im- 
portant, I  like  to  buy  two  of 
everything  at  the  snack  bar. 
When  you  show  up  to  a  mov- 
ie with  two  sodas  and  a  jumbo 
popcorn,  everyone  assumes 
that  you're  with  a  date. 
After  all,  nobody  would  be 
stupid  enough  to  pay  movie 
concession  prices  just  to  save 
face.  Nobody,  that  is,  but  me. 


Elizabeth  Smith 


1.  Eastern  Caribbean 
Cruise-  Warmth.  Luxury. 
Sun.  This  one  easily  wins  as 
the  number  one  hotspot  of 
this  year's  Spring  Break  des- 
tinations. What  could  pos- 
sible be  better  than  a  floating 
hotel  spa  resort  with  twenty 
of  your  favorite  friends?  It's 
a  floating  paradise. 

2.  Montreal-  Why? 
Because  it's  Canada,  that's 
why!  Skiing,  museums,  ca- 
sinos, city  life,  what's  not  to 


The  Westerner  Wants  You! 
Make  your  voice  heard. 

Meetings  are  Mondays  at 
6:00pni  in  our  office  in  Rivers. 


iove?  Oh  yeah,  and  the  drink- 
ing age  is  1 8  in  that  wonderful 
country  to  the  north,  which  is 
probably  the  only  reason  why 
anyone  lives  there  at  all. 

3.  Home  sweet  home- 
You  guessed  it,  the  majority 
of  WNEC  students  go  home 
to  face  the  snow  in  a  different 
area  code  for  a  while.  Some 
of  us  even  work  over  Spring 
Break!  When  the  cruise  is 
over,  these  hard-workers  will 
have  enough  cash  to  buy  beer 
the  rest  of  the  semester,  un- 
like those  of  you  who  bought 
$10  margaritas  all  week.  So 
while  you  are  checking  out 
that  hottie  in  a  swim  suit  this 
Spring  Break,  think  of  your 
fellow  WNEC  students  at 
home  in  New  England,  stock- 
ing shelves  at  Big  Y. 

Whatever  you  do  this 
Spring  Break,  make  sure  you 
stay  safe  and  make  respon- 
sible descions! 
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A  Good  Reason  to  Panic! 


Elizabeth  Smith 


Panic!  At  the  Disco, 
the  newest  band  to  arrive  on 
the  scene  of  high  school  punk 
rockers  who  sing  about  first 
crushes  and  school  dances, 
may  have  been  too  much 
for  fans  to  swallow.  Claim- 
ing to  be  influenced  by  the 
Blink  1 82  era  of  punk  music, 
the  band  was  also  inspired 
by  such  bands  as  Third  Eye 
Blind  and  Fall  Out  Boy. 

If  you  have  not  yet 
heard  of  this  band,  you  prob- 
ably never  will.  It  seems  that 
the  popularity  of  this  one- 
hit  wonder  expired  before 
they  even  had  time  to  release 
their  one  hit.  The  band's  first 


album,  A  Fever  You  Can't 
Sweat  Out,  was  available  on- 
line for  months  before  it  was 
actually  released  in  2006. 

Appearing  on  an 
MTV  special  program  devot- 
ed to  bands  that  have  made  it 
big  on  the  internet.  Panic!  At 
the  Disco  thanked  the  internet 
music-sharing  community  for 
spreading  their  music  across 
the  country  faster  than  they 
could  fly.  On  tour  in  Decem- 
ber and  January,  the  band  was 
surprised  to  know  that  their 
music  had  spread  quickly 
from  their  hometown  of  Las- 
Vegas.  Before  fans  could  even 
purchase  the  album,  they  al- 
ready knew  every  word  of  ev- 
ery song  from  downloading 
^1 


the  songs  off  the  internet.  The 
band  has  an  account  at  every 
hotspot  online  music  commu- 
nity, including  myspace  and 
livejoumal. 

The  band  rose  to  star- 
dom so  quickly  in  the  super 
fast  age  of  internet  fi  le-sharing 
that  they  are  already  uncool, 
at  least  according  to  several 
informed  music  trendsetters. 
As  fans  are  being  exposed  to 
music  more  quickly,  they  are 
also  growing  tired  of  bands  at 
that  same  rate. 

This  music  fan  won- 
ders what  will  become  of 
Panic!  At  the  Disco  and  other 
bands  whose  music  is  over- 
exposed before  they  even 
have  time  to  make  a  dollar. 


New  band,  Panic  ai  ihc  Disco!  [mage  provided  by  Panic  Al  the  Di: 


.  my  space.com/pan  i  catlhcdi  sen 


Letters  to  the  Editor: 

Dear  Westerner, 

Why  basnet  there  been  an  issue  in  over  nine  months?  I 
expect  my  school  newspaper  to  come  out  regularly!  This 
is  an  outrage  to  humanity!  Where  else  is  the  voice  of 
the  students  supposed  to  be  heard?  I  expect  a  regularly 
printed  newspaper  with  accurate  and  timely  news  and  the 
occasional  opinion  on  such  contraversial  topics  as  the  col- 
lege alcohol  policy  and  the  legalization  of  marijuana. 

Sincerely, 

Curious  Student 

(no,  not  that  kind  of  curious) 

Dear  Curious. 

The  Westerner  has  had  staffing  issues,  but  those  are  being 
taken  care  of.  and  we  promise  you  more  issues  for  your  en- 
joyment. (In  other  words,  the  last  guy  in  charge  skipped  town. 
He  s  probably  in  Montreal-  See  "Top  Three  Spring  Break 
Destinations  "  on  page  2.)  Please  keep  reading  and  look  for 
new  columns  and  stories  in  the  near  future. 

All  our  love, 

The  Westerner  Staff 

P.S.  We  're  curious  too. 

Dear  Westerner, 

I  was  hoping  that  your  paper  would  begin  including  per- 
sonal ads.  Tve  been  going  to  the  movies  alone  for  way  too 
long  and  the  woman*s  jacket  routine  did  not  work  for  me. 
Please  help. 

Dateless  in  Springfield 

Dear  Dateless. 

Thank  you  for  the  suggestion,  actually  one  of  the  new  addi- 
tions to  the  paper  is  personal  ads.  Feel  free  to  send  one  in! 

Love  always. 
The  Westerner 


"Facebook  "  continued 

titled  "terms"  al  the  bottom  of 
the  website. 

Not  only  can  campus 
police  and  resident  advisors 
find  the  information  about 
underage  drinking,  but  em- 
ployers, administrators,  and 
graduate  schools  are  also  us- 
ing Facebook  for  research. 
When  students  learn  about 
this,  they  do  not  feel  that  it  is 
right  because  information  on 
facebook  is  used  to  "impress 
fi-iends"  according  to  Western 
New  England  College  senior, 
Alison  Clausnitzer.  Sopho- 


more Anthony  Delmonico 
added,  "Since  people  act  dif- 
ferently to  reflect  on  others, 
Facebook  is  definitely  not  a 
practical  tool  in  learning  about 
one's  background."  Employ- 
ers are  not  learning  the  true 
character  or  professional  abil- 
ity of  the  person,  but  of  how 
they  want  their  friends  to  see 
them.  Do  the  photographs  of 
underage  people  with  alcohol 
and  drug  paraphernalia  tell 
employers  the  truth  about  a 
person  or  do  interviews  and 
applications  made  out  trying 
to  get  a  job  or  accepted  to  a 
graduate  school? 


Of  course  Facebook 
is  not  all  negative,  not  in  the 
least.  Facebook  is  an  excel- 
lent tool  for  students  sepa- 
rated from  most  of  the  friends 
that  they  have  known  all  of 
their  lives.  Being  able  to  con- 
nect to  other  colleges  keeps 
friends  in  touch  when  there 
is  not  time  for  phone  calls  or 
instant  messaging.  Many  stu- 
dents including  senior,  Jackie 
Hembrook  were  able  to  find 
friends  that  they  had  not  spo- 
ken to  in  years  and  their  re- 
unions prove  that  Facebook 
is  something  that  should  be 
around. 


There  are  people  at- 
tempting to  shut  down  Face- 
book,  or  block  it  at  their 
schools,  but  that  would  hurt 
more  people  than  it  would 
help.  Staff  members  at  West- 
em  New  England  College 
are  learning  more  about  the 
website  and  are  not  planning 
to  block  it,  but  make  sure  that 
students  know  that  the  Deans 
can  also  have  accounts.  Mol- 
ly Keehn,  the  Program  Coor- 
dinator for  Student  Activities 
said  that  Facebook  is  "the  re- 
ality of  technology"  and  that 
in  the  next  few  years  it  will 
most  likely  only  grow.  Face- 


book  allows  for  personal  ex- 
pression through  profiles  and 
if  students  know  their  privacy 
agreement  then  they  can  con- 
trol what  is  put  up  for  others 
to  see. 


Lonely  Journalist 
Seeks  Companion 

Lxwking  for  a  nice  girl  who 
enjoys  movies.  The  popcorn 
and  jacket  will  be  provided. 
Please  forward  your  face- 
book  picture  to  the  Westerner 
Office.  
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Sox  Season  Opens  With  Many  Question  Marks 


Jonathan  O'Hara 


Hurricane  season 
came  early  to  Fort  Meyers, 
Florida  this  year.  I  am  not 
talking  about  the  storm.  I  am 
talking  about  the  tumultuous 
whirlwind  that  is  Red  Sox 
training  camp. 

As  always,  Sox  fans 
are  in  a  state  of  utter  glee  as 
baseball  season  is  only  a  few 
weeks  away.  Cities  and  towns 
across  New  England  are  filled 
with  hope  as  to  what  the  new 
season  will  bring.  Unfortu- 
nately, it  is  a  hope  that  may 
well  be  unfounded. 

Call  me  a  pessimist, 
but  I  find  myself  extremely 
nervous  about  the  upcoming 
Red  Sox  season.  While  I  get 
this  feeling  every  March,  I  am 
afraid  that  this  year  it  could 
very  well  be  based  in  reality. 

The  Sox  have  a  much 
different  look  this  year.  Come 
opening  day,  five  of  eight  po- 
sition players  will  be  starting 
their  first  season  in  a  Red  Sox 
uniform.  Out  with  the  old,  in 
with  the  new. 

Perennial  all-star 
Johnny  Damon  is  in  pin- 
stripes. Kevin  Millar  and  Bill 
Mueller  were  brushed  aside 
by  the  Sox  front  office,  along 
with  Doug  Mirabelli  and  Ed- 
gar Renteria  (no  loss  there). 


With  the  exception  of  Youki- 
lis,  who  did  limited  duty  with 
the  club  last  year,  the  entire 
Red  Sox  infield  will  be  brand 
new  come  April  3rd. 

The  new  Red  Sox  are 
made  up  of  names  like,  Low- 
ell, Gonzalez.  Loretta,  Bard, 
and  Coco  Crisp  (as  the  Red 
Sox  were  apparently  unsuc- 
cessftil  in  signing  Captain 
Crunch).  This  year's  team 
will  be  unlike  the  three  time 
playoff  contenders  of  yester- 
day. 

Gone  are  the  days  of 
the  Red  Sox  slugging  their 
opponents  to  death.  This  new 
team  will  be  all  about  defense 
(sigh)  and  pitching  (blah). 
Which  brings  me  to  my  sec- 
ond point  of  nervousness: 
The  pitching  staff. 

Boston  is  making  big 
news  of  the  fact  that  they  are 
reporting  to  spring  training 
with  seven  starting  pitchers. 
This  would  normally  mean 
plenty  of  depth  in  the  starting 
rotation,  but  not  this  year.  This 
year,  seven  starting  pitchers 
add  up  to  a  whole  bunch  of 
question  marks. 

David  Wells,  our  only 
left-handed  starter,  admit- 
tedly would  rather  be  playing 
somewhere  else.  Curt  Schil- 
ling, our  #1  starter,  is  coming 


Fenway  Park  will  have  a  much  d 

off  a  dismal,  injury  filled  sea- 
son. With  a  little  luck,  he  will 
regain  his  true  form  in  2006, 
but  that  matter  is  far  from 
certain. 

Matt  Clement,  who 
last  year  melted  down  faster 
than  an  ice  cube  in  July  is  an- 
other huge  uncertainty.  His 
stuff  was  never  great  to  be- 
gin with,  and  after  getting  hit 
in  the  head  with  a  line  drive, 
he  never  regained  his  former 
so-so  talent. 

Then  there's  veteran 
knuckleballer  Tim  Wakefield 
who  lost  his  dedicated  catch- 
er in  Doug  Mirabelli.  Varitek 
has  already  proven  thai  he 
has  serious  trouble  catching 


ifTerenl  look  this  season  as  5  or  8  position  players 

Wakefield.  The  possibility 
exists  for  five  to  six  pass  balls 
per  game  when  he  is  on  the 
mound. 

Throw  talented  but 
injury  prone  Josh  Beckett  in 
the  mix,  and  things  start  to 
look  concerning.  This  leaves 
Bronson  Arroyo,  a  somewhat 
solid  #5  starter,  and  promising 
but  unproven  rookie  Jonathan 
Papelbon  in  the  mix. 

When  you  factor  in  an 
injured  closer  in  Keith  Foul- 
ke,  the  Red  Sox  pitching  staff 
could  be  in  serious  trouble. 
With  no  powerful  offense  to 
bail  them  out,  we  could  be 
looking  at  a  very  long  base- 
ball season. 


As  with  all  Sox  fans, 
1  hope  this  is  not  the  case.  I 
hope  that  Manny  will  become 
a  team  player.  Schilling  will 
regain  his  form,  and  Wells 
will  be  content  to  pitch  in 
Boston.  I  hope  that  Beckett 
doesn't  get  hurt  and  that  Fla- 
herty can  catch  Wakefield. 

I  hope  that  the  new. 
"pitching  and  defense"  Sox 
won't  be  as  boring  to  watch 
as  1  fear  they  will  be.  1  hope 
that  the  Boston  Red  Sox  win 
it  all  in  2006. 

Most  of  all.  however, 
1  hope  1  make  it  through  this 
baseball  season  without  de- 
veloping an  ulcer. 


Johnny^  Be  Good? 


An  Anonymous  Fan 

As  I'm  sure  you  know 
already,  Johnny  Damon  was 
recently  "acquired"  by  the 
New  York  Yankees.  To  both 
Red  Sox  and  Yankee  fans,  this 
comes  as  quite  a  surprise. 

Johnny  Damon  has 
been  one  of  the  most  hated  fac- 
es in  New  York  for  years.  Mr. 
Big  Bad  J.  Damon  has  been 
flaunting  his  Boston  pride  and 
purposely  rubbing  his  stubbly 
chin  in  Steinbrenner's  face. 
Proudly  sporting  his  beard  to 
the  chagrin  of  Yankee  fans 


everywhere,  Damon  has  tra- 
ditionally been  seen  as  an 
emblem  of  Boston  pride  and 
spirit.  Now,  this  major  per- 
sonality of  the  Sox  is  lamed 
and  clean  cut  thanks  to  a  fat 
Yankee  pay  check. 

Don't  read  this  wrong, 
I  am  not  a  Boston  fan  by  any 
means.  I  know  that  Damon 
will  likely  be  an  asset  to  the 
Yankee's  outfield,  now  that 
Bemie  is  getting  up  there. 
I  just  find  it  sickening  to 
watch  someone  who  was  so 
engrained  in  Boston  become 
such  a  turncoat. 


Damon  will  bring 
only  a  statistical  benefit  to 
the  diamond  this  spring,  and 
it  will  be  interesting  to  see 
how  New  Yorkers  treat  him  at 
home.  The  fans  in  New  York 
aren't  the  kindest,  to  put  it 
mildly. 

Now  that  Johrmy 
"Be  Good"  Damon  has  shed 
his  Grizzly  Adams  look,  the 
question  is,  will  he  continue 
to  put  up  great  numbers?  Did 
he  play  well  in  Boston  simply 
because  he  was  an  embodi- 
ment of  Yankee  hatred,  or  is 
he  truly  a  talented  player? 

As  a  Yankee  fan,  I 
hope  it  is  the  latter.  With 


stats  like  Damon's,  the  Yan- 
kee outfield  should  benefit. 
His  batting,  although  lagging 
from  his  World  Series  win- 
ning stats  of  2004,  will  also 
be  an  improvement  for  the 
team.  On  paper,  at  least,  the 
Yankees  will  be  better  off 
with  Johnny  Damon  on  the 
roster. 

Hopefully,  Stein- 
brenner  won't  turn  into  Da- 
mon's Delilah. 

Have  a  sports  opinion  of  your 
own?  Contact  us  at  thewest- 
ernersn@yahoo.  com 
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SPORTS 


Winter  Sports  Recap 


After  months  of  sus- 
pense, this  year's  Spring  Jam 
tieadlining  act  is  Dashboard 
Confessional.  The  event  will 
be  held  on  Friday,  April  28th, 
in  the  Alimni  Healfiil  Living 
Center. 

There  will  be  1,200 
tickets  available  starting 
March  28th  at  6:00pm  in  the 
Rock  Cafe.  Tickets  will  cost 
$  1 0  for  the  first  three  days  of 
sale  for  WNEC  students  only 
and  $  1 5  thereafter  for  WNEC 
students. 

After  the  first  week  of 
sales,  tickets  will  be  available 
for  faculty  and  staff  for  $15 
and  for  guests  of  students  for 
$20.  Look  for  more  up-and- 
coming  information  in  future 
editions  of  the  Westerner. 


Upcoming  Sprii 
Sports  Schedules 


Fronfman  Christopher  Carraba  of 
ihc  ahernalive  rock  band  Dash- 
hoard  Confessional.  Described  by 
mtv.com  as  being  "emocore,  "  the 
band  will  be  playing  in  the  AHLC 
on  April  28. 


New  Programs  Prepare  Students  for  Success 


Jeff  Lee 


Academics  are  chang- 
ing at  Western  New  England 
College  as  the  School  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  and  the  School 
of  Business  add  new  pro- 
grams and  transform  depart- 
ments to  better  prepare  stu- 
dents for  successful  futures  in 


the  professional  world.  With 
the  addition  of  a  Creative 
Writing  program  proposed 
for  Fall  2006  and  the  accel- 
erated BSBA/MBA,  WNEC 
will  soon  offer  thirty-two  full- 
time  majors  and  twenty-eight 
minors.  The  growth  of  the 
Communication  Department 
includs  two  new  concentra- 


J  i 


V  of  the  College's  new  television  sfudio.  The  siidio  i. 
pan  of  the  recent  D  'Amour  library  expansion. 


tions  which  will  also  allow 
for  even  more  flexibility  and 
variety  in  choosing  a  path  to 
a  future  career. 

The  English  Depart- 
ment is  anticipating  approval 
to  add  a  Creative  Writing  ma- 
jor in  Fall  2006  which  will 
combine  the  study  of  literature 
with  developing  composition 
skills  for  writing  fiction,  po- 
etry, and  creative  nonfiction. 
The  Creative  Writing  major 
will  offer  students  the  option 
of  selecting  a  more  literature 
focused  curriculum  with  sur- 
veys in  American  and  British 
Literature  or  a  series  of  com- 
position-centered workshops 
to  refine  their  writing  abili- 
ties. The  program  culminates 
in  an  internship  to  give  stu- 
dents necessary  practical  ex- 
perience and  a  senior  seminar 
where  they  will  work  toward 
compiling  a  portfolio  of  writ- 


ten  works  for  possible  publi- 
cation. 

The  Creative  Writing 
program  will  be  taught  by 
WNEC  faculty  with  signifi- 
cant understanding  and  ex- 
perience in  creative  writing. 
Dr.  Winthrop  "Chip"  Rhodes, 
chair  of  the  English  Depart- 
ment and  associate  professor 
of  English  and  an  author  of 
two  books,  is  one  of  those  ex- 
perienced writers. 

Speaking  of  his  col- 
leagues, Rhodes  says,  "we 
already  have  several  well 
known  poets  in  our  depart- 
ment and  two  members  of 
our  faculty  have  published 
creative  nonfiction  works." 

Rhodes  understands 
the  importance  of  tailoring 
the  curriculum  to  meet  the 
demands  of  today  "s  academic 
world  and  preparing  students 
continued  on  page  3 
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Overcoming  Hate  -  One  Man's  Story 


Elissa  Jacobs 


Frank  Meeink,  a  for- 
mer Neo  Nazi  skinhead,  will 
be  visiting  campus  on  March 
28th  at  7pni.  Meeink  became 
a  skinhead  at  age  13.  and  by 
age  18  he  was  the  leader  of  a 
skinhead  group.  He  was  sent 
to  prison  at  age  17,  which  he 
credits  with  saving  his  life. 
Meeink  now  lectures  to  warn 
people  about  the  dangers  of 
hate. 

Frank  Meeink  com- 
pares his  life  to  the  movie 
American  History  X,  star- 
ring Edward  Norton.  The 
main  character  of  the  movie 
Derek,  hke  Meeink.  went  to 
prison  where  he  met  people 
that  he  always  hated  without 
knowing  why.  Meeink  went 
back  to  his  old  friends  when 
his  jail  sentence  was  over,  but 
realized  that  he  did  not  want 


to  be  around  them  anymore 
because  he  was  no  longer  like 
them. 

A  message  on  hate  is 
very  important  on  this  campus 
due  to  the  events  of  previous 
years.  Racial  issues  rocked 
WNEC  last  spring,  and  hope- 
fully a  message  as  power- 
ful as  Meeink's  will  change 
people's  views.  The  Campus 
Activities  Board  (CAB)  be- 
lieves that  this  is  one  of  the 
most  important  events  that 
they  will  hold  this  year. 

The  program  will  be 
held  in  Sleith  100  on  March 
28th  at  7pm.  It  promises  to 
be  a  moving  program  about 
the  consequences  of  hating 
what  you  don't  know. 

Frank  Meeink 's  mes- 
sage will  undoubtedly  be 
powerflil,  as  he  offers  an 
insider's  perspective  on  the 
topic  of  hate. 


Don't  Miss  It: 

Frank  Meeink, 

Former  Neo  Nazi 

Sleith  100 

March  28 

7:00pm 

The  Westerner  Wants  You! 
Make  your  voice  heard. 

Meetings  are  Mondays  at 
6:00pni  in  our  office  in  Rivers. 


Abortion  Rights 
Under  Fire 


Terrence  Edwards 

Planned  Parenthood 
will  defend  a  woman's  right 
to  choose  from  South  Dako- 
ta's recently  passed  legisla- 
tion aimed  at  banning  abor- 
tion. This  legislative  decision 
directly  opposes  the  Supreme 
Court  Roe  v.  Wade  decision 
of  1973. 

The  South  Dakota 
Abortion  Act  will  limit  abor- 
tions only  to  mothers  whose 
lives  would  be  in  danger  if 
they  were  to  give  birth.  This 
act  is  intended  in  the  mother's 
bcsi  inicrest  after  finding  that 
iibiiriKiiis  can  be  the  cause 
of  many  dangers,  including 
one's  self.  This  act  also  con- 
cludes that  life  begins  at  con- 
ception, and  therefore  it  is  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  slate  to 
protect  the  child. 

"Planned  Parenthood 
will  file  suit  to  prevent  the 
bill  from  being  enforced  -  - 


which  may  eventually  lead 
to  a  showdown  over  abortion 
rights  in  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court",  said  a  Planned  Par- 
enthood representative  on 
their  website. 

Many  fear  the  new 
makeup  of  the  Supreme  Court 
could  lead  to  the  reversal  of 
the  decision  that  declared  a 
Texas  state  anti-abortion  law 
unconstitutional.  If  this  were 
to  happen,  many  states  could 
follow  suit  in  banning  the 
procedure. 

The  act  would  have  to 
be  suspended  by  a  state  court 
first,  and  then  passed  onto  the 
Supreme  Court  to  have  any 
eflect  on  national  policy.  The 
act  is  set  to  become  active 
July  1st,  but  intervention  is 
expected  before  this  date. 

What  do  you  think  about  the 
new  South  Dakota  Legisla- 
tion? Send  your  opinions  to: 
Thewesternersn@yahoo.cofu 


Upcoming  Events 


Thursday,  March  23: 

Coffeehouse  featuring  Wiyos 
Rock  Cafe  1:30-3:00 

Friday,  March  24: 

RHA's  Casino  Niglit 
Rivers  8:00pm 

Saturday,  March  25: 

CAB  Small  Concert  presents 
The  Receiving  End  of  Sirens 
Rivers  doors  at 

7:00pm 

Sunday,  March  26: 

CAB  Films  presents  Harry 
Potter  1  and  2 

Rivers  7:00pni 


Monday,  March  27: 

CAB  Diversity  presents 
Hmong  Boy 

Sleith  100  7:00pm 

Tuesday,  March  28: 

Spring  Jam  Tickets  go  on 
sale.  Rock  cafe,  6pm. 

CAB  Alternative  Entertain- 
ment presents  Anti-Hate 
speaker.  Frank  Meeink 
Rivers  7:30pm 

Friday,  March  31: 

Weekend  Committee  pres- 
ents Counn^  Western  Night 
Rixcrs  8:00pm 


E  SPRINi 
RECEPTION 

rrid:i>.  Marvh  :A\h 
4:(X)jjni-6:<KlpMi 

*Refrcstimcnt».  proviUci)' 


Come  (cam  about  our  siuderiis'  comraiiniiy  .wrvice  experiences  in  ^ 
Dominican  Rcpubllt  &  the  l-loritia  Evei^lades 

,f  you  woukl  like  to  attend,  please  RS  VP  by  Wednesdji>.  March  22ni 
Janice  DeVaoe  at  jdcvaneiS'wnec.edu  783-1687 
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A  Message  From  The 
New  Editor 


The  Westerner  has 
a  long,  proud  history  dat- 
ing back  to  the  early  days  of 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege. For  the  better  part  of  this 
past  year,  the  paper  has  been 
dormant,  but  I  can  assure  you 
that  it  has  not  been  forgotten. 

Over  the  past  few 
months,  a  core  group  of  indi- 
viduals has  been  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
Westerner  back  to  this  cam- 
pus. With  the  help  of  advi- 
sors Ian  Martin  and  Michael 
Dobbs,  they  have  succeeded 
in  that  goal.  Thanks  to  their 
dedication,  the  Westerner  is 
back  in  circulation. 

The  new  staff  is  com- 
mitted to  producing  a  timely, 
informative,  and  interesting 
newspaper.  We  hope  to  once 
again  become  Western  New 
England  College's  source  for 
campus  news,  opinion,  sports, 
and  entertainment. 

During  this  rebuild- 
ing process,  we  welcome  and 
encourage  your  feedback. 
Please  do  not  hesitate  to  tell 


us  what  you  think  about  what 
you  read,  or  what  you  would 
like  to  see  in  the  fiiture. 

Without  students,  the 
paper  cannot  exist  at  all.  The 
Westerner  is  your  paper;  It  is 
your  voice.  Therefore,  I  chal- 
lenge you  to  get  involved: 
write  us  a  letter,  submit  an  ar- 
ticle, or  consider  joining  our 
staff. 

1  would  like  to  extend 
my  sincere  gratitude  to  the 
entire  stafT.  These  individuals 
worked  tirelessly  to  bring  the 
Westerner  back  to  WNEC. 
Without  their  efforts,  this  pa- 
per would  not  be  out  today. 

A  number  of  students 
have  already  voiced  their  ex- 
citement to  us  about  the  return 
of  the  paper.  Let  me  assure 
you  that  the  staff  of  the  West- 
erner is  equally  as  excited. 
We  look  forward  to  what  the 
future  holds. 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 
JoharaO@wnec.edu 


WNEC  Wrestler  Has  Big  Plans 


Bill  Gutekunst 


WNEC  student  Brian 
Myers  has  visions  of  wres- 
tling in  the  WWE.  As  one 
half  of  the  dynamic,  up  and 
coming  tag  team  of  Myers 
and  Mathews,  he  is  paying 
his  dues  through  bumps  and 
bruises  for  several  indepen- 
dent promotions. 

Currently,  Myers  and 
Mathews  do  shows  for  both 
the  New  York  Wrestling  Con- 
nection and  PWF  New  Jer- 
sey, but  have  their  sights  set 
firmly  on  bigger  things. 

Myers,  the  pride  of 
Glen  Cove,  NY  first  met  his 
future  tag  team  partner  at  the 
Critical  Mass  Pro  Wrestling/ 
NYWC  Training  Center.  The 
two  formed  an  instant  cama- 
raderie, and  have  been  tear- 
ing through  competitors  ever 
since. 

This  charismatic  duo 
of  blonde  bombers  has  held 
the  Tag  Team  Championship 
for  both  the  NYWC  and  PWF 
New  Jersey. 


Success  cer-| 
tainly  has  its  perks. | 
Myers  has  had  the  op- 
portunity to  wrestlel 
along  side  some  bigl 
names  throughouti 
the  wrestling  world, T 
including  Tommyl 
Dreamer  and  Mick| 
Foley. 

If  you've  seenl 
Brian  around  campusi 
it's  difficult  to  believel 
he's  a  professional! 
wrestler.  However,  thel 
normally  complacentl 
Myers  has  the  abilityl 
to  flip  a  switch  andl 
become  a  pretentious, 
egotistical  intimidator.l 
At  6'2"  and  220  lbs. I 
He  uses  his  mouth  andl 
his  muscles  to  present  a  com- 
pelling argument  as  to  why, 
"It  hurts  to  be  this  good!" 

For  more  information 
on  Brian  Myers  and  the  tag 
team  of  Myers  and  Mathews, 
visit  www.myersandmat- 
thews.com. 


irmaliy  complacent '  IVNEC 
or  Brian  Myers  shows  off  his 
pro  wresting  uniform. 


Know  a  WNEC  student  with 
an  interesring  story  to  tell? 

Let  Its  know  at: 
Theweslernersn@yahoo.com 


New  Academics  continued 

for  successflil  futures  with 
careers  in  English.  The  entire 
English  program  is  undergo- 
ing change  in  order  to  adapt 
to  the  changing  standards  in 
the  academic  and  profession- 
al world. 

"Eventually,  we'll 
have  more  branches.  Litera- 
ture is  not  going  to  disap- 
pear, but  the  development 
of  marketable  skills  and  the 
leaching  of  quality  writing  is 
where  I  see  English  Depart- 
ment, and  certainly  our  de- 
partment, hanging  their  hats 
long-term,"  Rhodes  said. 

The  Communication 
program  at  Western  New 
England  College  has  been 
expanded  lo  include  two  new 
concentrations.  In  addition 
to  the  broader  Communica- 
tion major  covering  every- 
thing from  critical  thinking 


and  writing  lo  multimedia 
and  personal  strategy,  stu- 
dents will  now  have  the  op- 
portunity to  choose  one  of 
two  concentrations.  The  In- 
trapersonal  Communication 
concentration  focuses  on  the 
ability  to  develop  verbal  and 
non-verbal  communication  in 
a  variety  of  business  and  pro- 
fessional applications  while 
the  Mass  Media  concentra- 
tion enables  students  to  pro- 
duce and  receive  messages 
through  using  electronic  me- 
dia as  well  as  evaluating  the 
role  of  the  media  in  modem 
society  and  culture. 


As  part  of  a  6,000- 
square-foot,  $  1 .9  million 
addition  to  the  D'Amour 
Library,  the  College  has  re- 
cently acquired  a  television 
studio,  offering  students  and 
faculty  the  unique  experience 
of  working  in  a  fully-opera- 
tional broadcasting  facility 
along  with  editing  suites  for 
video  production.  Communi- 
cation faculty  member  Bren- 
da  Carton  believes  the  new 
studio  will  open  many  doors 
both  for  the  College  and  for 
Communications  students, 
especially  those  in  the  Mass 
Media  concentration. 


"The  new  state  of 
the  art  television  studio  and 
control  room  can  now  pro- 
vide our  students  with  real 
professional  experiences  in 
the  television  industry,"  Gar- 
ton  said.  "The  new  television 
studio  will  be  instrumental  in 
expanding  the  Communica- 
tion program  and  advancing 
the  College  by  providing  an 
optimal  space  for  news  feeds 
as  part  of  a  new  partnership 
with  the  WAMC-FM  Nation- 
al Public  Radio.  "I  am  thrilled 
that  our  students  are  able  to 
receive  this  'hands-on'  learn- 
ing opportunity  to  grow  our 
outstanding  Communication 
Department  at  Western  New 
England  College." 

The  School  of  Busi- 
ness is  now  offering  an  ac- 
celerated program  called  the 
BSBA/MBA.  With  this  in- 
novative plan,  students  can 


earn  both  their  Bachelor  of 
Science  in  Business  Admin- 
istration and  their  Master  in 
Business  Administration  in 
only  five  years.  While  still  an 
undergraduate,  sludenls  will 
begin  taking  graduate  cours- 
es emphasizing  Change  Man- 
agement and  promoting  the 
written  and  oral  communica- 
tion skills  needed  to  succeed 
in  today's  business  world. 
The  accelerated  BSBA/MBA 
will  allow  students  to  fin- 
ish their  graduate  work  and 
launch  into  exciting  careers 
in  much  less  time.  With  only 
one  year  of  study  after  finish- 
ing their  undergraduate  de- 
gree, students  in  the  program 
are  put  at  an  advantage  hav- 
ing gained  a  quality  education 
coupled  with  the  hands-on 
experience  of  an  internship  in 
significantly  less  time  than  a 
traditional  student. 
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SPORTS  tft 


Men's  Basketball  14-13 
Women's  Basketball  21-7 
Men's  Ice  Hockey  4-16-4 

Men's  Wrestling  6-15 
Women's  Swimming  4-8 

The  staff  of  the  Westerner 
would  like  to  congratulate  Lisa 
and  Jon,  who  both  passed  the 
1000  point  scoring  mark  this 
season  for  the  Golden  Bears. 


Senior  Jon  Godbout  of  Bristol,  CT.  The  WNEC 
men's  haskethall  team  went  14-13  this  season. 


Senior  Lisa  Masella  of  Newtown,  CT.  The  women 
of  WNEC  went  all  the  way  to  the  EC  AC  semifi- 
nals during  their  impressive  21-7  season. 


SPRING  SCHEDULE 


Home  games  in  bold 

Conference  games  noted  with  C 

WOMEN'S  SOFTBALL 


MEN'S  LACROSSE 

03/2 1  Tue  Wesleyan  University  (CT) 
03/25  Sat  Wheaton  College  (MA)  c 
04/01  Sat    Babson  College  c 


MEN'S  BASEBALL 


03/24 

Fri 

Emmanuel  College  c 

2:00  PM 

03/24 

Fri 

Emmanuel  College  c 

4:00  PM 

03/22 

Wed 

03/25 

Sat 

Rivier  College  c 

Noon 

03/23 

Thu 

03/25 

Sat 

Rivier  College  c 

2:00  PM 

03/25 

Sat 

03/26 

Sun 

Southern  Vermont  College  c 

1:00  PM 

03/25 

Sat 

03/26 

Sun 

Southern  Vermont  College  c 

3:00  PM 

03/26 

Sun 

03/28 

Tue 

Westfield  State  College 

3:30  PM 

03/28 

Tue 

03/29 

Wed 

Elms  College 

3:30  PM 

03/30 

Thu 

03/31 

Fri 

Norwich  University  c 

2:00  PM 

04/01 

Sat 

03/31 

Fri 

Norwich  University  c 

4:00  PM 

04/01 

Sat 

04/01 

Sat 

Simmons  College  c 

1:00  PM 

04/02 

Sun 

04/01 

Sat 

Simmons  College  c 

3:00  PM 

04/02 

Sun 

04/02 

Sun 

Daniel  Webster  College  c 

Noon 

04/02 

Sun 

Daniel  Webster  College  c 

2.00  PM 

i 

Springfield  College 
Clark  University 
Albertus  Magnus  Col.  c 
Albertus  Magnus  Col.  c 
Fitchburg  State  College 
Roger  Williams  University 
E.  Connecticut  State  Univ. 
Johnson  and  Wales  Univ.  c 
Johnson  and  Wales  Univ.  c 
Southern  Vermont  College  c 
Southern  Vermont  College  c 


WOMEN'S  LACROSSE 

03/23  Thu  Endicott  College 

03/25  Sat  Manhattanville  College 

03/28  Tue  Rensselaer  Polytech.  Inst. 

03/30  Thu  E.  Connecticut  State  Univ. 

04/0 1.  Sat  Lasell  ColJeee  c 


4:00  PM 
1:00  PM 
4:00  PM 
4:00  PM 

1:00  PM 


MEN'S  TENNIS 

03/21  Tbe  Gordon  College 
03/23  Thu  Curry  College 

03/25  Sal    Emerson  College 


3:00  PM] 
3:00  PmI 

3:00  PM  1 
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Gateway  Hoedown  Set  for  April  8th 


Elizabeth  Smith 

Assistant  Editor 


The  Gateway  Residence 
Advisors  and  Junior  Council 
have  been  busy  planning  the  big- 
gest event  ever  to  hit  Gateway 
Village.  The  "Gateway  Hoe- 
down" is  set  for  April  8th.  rain 


or  shine,  and  promises  live  mu- 
sic, carnival  games,  food,  and 
adult  beverages  (for  those  over 
2 1 ,  of  course).  The  event  will  be 
held  in  Gateway  Village  next  to 
the  old  swimming  pool,  weather 
permitting.  The  rainout  location 
will  be  the  HLC. 

Bands  Approaching 


The  band  Approaching  Angus!  will  be  playing  at  the  Gateway  ViUage 
Hoedown  on  April  8.  Pholo  courtesy  of  Matt  MascilellL 


August,  Chasing  Trinity,  the 
Bloodshot  Hooligans  (similar  to 
Dropkick  Murphys),  Swillmer- 
chants,  and  2  For  3  Dollars  are 
set  to  play. 

WNEC  Junior  Matt 
Mascitelli,  lead  singer  and 
rhythm  guitarist  of  Approaching 
August,  is  excited  for  the  event. 
The  group  has  been  together  for 
nearly  a  year,  and  he  describes 
their  music  as  "a  mixture  of  ev- 
erything: some  pop  and  some 
screaming  and  yelling."  Most 
of  the  songs  they  will  be  play- 
ing are  originals,  but  they  will 
probably  play  a  few  cover  songs 
as  well.  "We're  just  four  people 
who  like  having  fun  and  making 
people  feel  better.  And  we're  all 
dead  sexy"  Mascitelli  said. 

Chasing  Trinity  also 
has  a  WNEC  connection.  Junior 
Bryan  "Howie"  Howard  plays 
bass  guitar  and  sings  backup 
vocals  for  the  band.  Both  bands 
also  played  the  "Rock  For  Re- 


lief benefit  concert  in  Decem- 
ber 2005.  an  event  that  raised 
money  for  Hurricane  Katrina 
Relief. 

The  Gateway  Resident 
Advisors  will  be  raffling  off 
CDs,  DVDs,  and  gift  certificates. 
Gateway  residents  also  have  a 
special  incentive:  each  Gate- 
way resident  who  attends  will 
be  entered  into  a  raffle  to  win  a 
reserved  parking  spot  located  in 
front  of  his  or  her  apartment. 

Additionally.  carni- 
val-type games  will  be  set-up 
for  your  enjoyment,  including 
sumo-suits  and  inflatable  joust- 
ing equipment.  Students  2 1 
years  of  age  and  older  will  be  al- 
lowed two  beers,  free  of  charge 
(students  may  not  bring  their 
own  beer). 

Admission  to  the  event 
is  free  for  everyone,  but  all  are 
encouraged  to  bring  a  carmed 
good  to  be  donated  to  those  in 
need. 


Public  Safety; 
Keeping  WNEC  Safe 


Anna  Yazhbin 

Staff  Writer 


You  may  know  that 
Springfield  is  a  dangerous  city. 
Springfield,  MA  was  the  19th 
most  dangerous  city  in  the  na- 
tion last  year,  according  to  crime 
statistics  calculated  by  Morgan 
Quitno  Press. 

Fortunately,  there  are 
many  people  dedicated  to  keep- 
ing the  WNEC  campus  safe. 
Gary  B.  Barnes,  the  Director  of 
Public  Safely  at  WNEC,  said, 
"We  spend  lots  of  time  on  mak- 
ing this  a  safe  place."  He  noted 
that  Public  Safety  provides  nu- 
merous safety  initiatives  to  keep 
everyone  safe  on-campus.  The 
WNEC  campus  is  adorned  with 
cameras  and  emergency  phones 
which  are  scattered  throughout 
the  campus,  parking  lots.  Law 
School,  Evergreen,  and  Gate- 
way.  


Police  officers  are  pres- 
ent on  campus  day  and  night. 
During  the  day.  a  minimum  of 
three  officers  is  required.  When 
night  falls,  four  officers  are  re- 
quired to  be  on  duty.  The  peak 
of  crime  occurs  between  8  p.m. 
and  4  a.m.  Student  patrol  is  an 
additional  force  that  helps  to  re- 
duce crime  during  that  time  pe- 
riod. 

The  student  patrol  is 
composed  of  twelve  students 
who  patrol  the  WNEC  property 
in  the  late  evening.  Patrollers 
are  required  to  undergo  several 
weeks  of  police  training.  Armed 
with  radios,  their  main  task  is  to 
act  as  the  eyes  and  ears  of  the 
campus  police.  They  are  taught 
to  refrain  from  involving  in 
confrontation  during  an  actual 
crime.  They  travel  by  either  bike 
or  foot  and  have  uncovered  felo- 
ny crimes  in  the  past. 

The  most  common 
Article  Continued  on  Page  2 


College  Community 
Promotes  Healthy 
Descision  Making 


Jeff  Lee 

Staff  Writer 


For  many  students,  alco- 
hol plays  a  significant  role  in  liv- 
ing out  the  "college  experience." 
For  those  who  make  healthy  de- 
cisions, alcohol  use  rarely  be- 
comes a  serious  issue.  For  those 
who  do  make  the  unhealthy 
choice  however,  the  College  and 
the  community  are  dedicated  to 
helping  students  make  healthier 
decisions  in  the  future. 

Statistics  compiled  by 
the  Alcohol  and  Drug  Education 
Services  show  that  Western  New 
England  College  students  gener- 
ally make  healthy  choices  about 
how  they  spend  their  evenings 
and  weekends.  Although  87%  of 
students  on  campus  drink  alco- 
hol. 63%  of  those  students  only 
drink  once  a  week,  and  66%  be- 


lieve  that  drinking  too  much  has 
the  potential  to  lead  to  problems 
and  dangerous  situations.  Public 
Safety's  webpage  (wwwi.wnec. 
edu/dps)  gives  statistics  reach- 
ing as  far  back  as  2002  showing 
that  since  that  year  only  one  ar- 
rest has  been  made  due  to  alco- 
hol related  incidents. 

Concerning  those  who 
Article  Continued  on  Page  2 
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NEWS 


Alternative  Spring  Break  2006 


Attention 


Nine  WNEC  students  and  one  staff  member  worked  at  the  Everglades 
OtitposI  during  one  of  tftis  vear  s  Alternative  Spring  Break  trips. 

TEAM  MEMBERS 

Rachel  Burnham  Brianna  Lutter 

Nicholas  Chiccarelli  Anthony  Mazzola 

Devon  Davis  Juhe  Surridge 

Rose  Gage  Jeff  Tate 

Jillian  Generazio  Ryan  Turner 


Eight  WNEC  students  and  two  staff  members  traveled  to  the  Domini' 
Republic  to  work  with  Orphanage  Outreach  over  spring  break. 
TEAM  MEMBERS 

Daniel  Nicewonger 


Candice  Brown 
Brian  D'Amico 
Laura  Dennison 
Matthew  Haley 
Chantel  Lafond 


Diana  Sigona 
Deana  Ste.  Marie 
Matthew  Tees 
Tom  Wozniak 


STAFF 

Editor  in  Chief 

Jonathan  O'Hara 
JoharaOwmc.  edu 

Assistant  Editor 

Elizabeth  A.  Smith 


Staff  Writers: 
Anna  Yazhbin 
Elissa  Jacobs 
Jeff^'JD"  Lee 
Terrence  Edwards 


Contributing  Writers: 

Disgruntled  J 
Diana  Sigona 

Advisors: 

Michael  Dobbs 
Ian  Martin 


Comments? 

Suggestions? 
Angry  letters? 

Please  email: 
thewesternersn 

@yahoo.com 

The  Westerner  staff  reserves 
the  right  to  correct  articles 
based  on  grammar  and  inap- 
propriate content.  The  West- 
erner reserves  the  right  to 
reject  any  article,  letter,  clas- 
sified ad,  or  advertisement, 
due  to  space  limitations  and 
content. 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

From  March  U  to  19, 
seventeen  WNEC  students 
participated  in  various  service 
projects  during  the  Alternative 
Spring  Break  (ASB)  program. 

A  team  of  nine  led  by 
junior  Brian  D'Amico  and  staff 
advisor  Tom  Wozniak  traveled 
to  the  Dominican  Republic  to 
work  with  the  nonprofit  orga- 
nization Orphanage  Outreach 
(www.orphanage-outreach.org}. 

This  oi^anization  pro- 
vides opportunities  for  orphaned, 
abandoned,  and  disadvantaged 
children.  The  WNEC  team  lived 
and  worked  at  the  orphanage, 
teaching  English,  playing  with 
the  children,  and  assisting  with 
labor  projects. 

An  additional  student 
team  of  nine  led  by  junior  Jeff" 
Tate  and  staft'  advisor  Rose 
Gage  traveled  to  the  Florida 
Everglades.  There  they  worked 
with  Everglades  Outpost  (www. 
evergladesoupost.org).  an  orga- 
nization dedicated  to  wildlife 
rehabilitation. 

While  in  Florida,  the 
team  helped  care  for  injured, 
abandoned,  and  endangered 
wildlife.  In  addition,  they  as- 
sisted with  hurricane  cleanup 
efforts  at  the  outpost. 

ASB  is  sponsored  by 
the  Office  of  Learning  Beyond 
The  Classroom. 


Public  Safety  continued 
crimes  that  occur  on  campus 
involve  drugs  and  burglary.  In 
2004,  the  top  three  violations 
were:  335  liquor  law  violations, 
52  drug  abuse  violations;  and  22 
burglary  violations  [Based  on 
the  available  statistics  at  public 
safety]. 

There  are  punishments 
for  crimes  committed  at  WNEC. 
Officers  can  refer  offenders  to 
the  internal  court  at  Student  Af- 
fairs. In  the  past,  punishment 
has  included  probation,  expul- 
sion fi-om  housing,  and  expul- 
sion fi-om  college.  Public  safety 
officers  have  the  power  to  arrest, 
and  use  that  power  when  neces- 
sary. 

Director  Barnes  had  ad- 
vice for  people  at  WNEC,  "Be 
aware  of  your  surroundings.  It 
is  your  civic  responsibility  to 


call  the  police  if  you  see  sus- 
picious events.  When  you  go 
downtown  to  drink,  go  with  a 
group  of  fiiends.  Avoid  drinking 
and  driving:  call  a  cab.  Please, 
keep  your  dorm  rooms  locked. 
Take  care  of  each  other." 

His  last  words  of  wis- 
dom were  reminiscent  of  Jerry 
Springer's  eloquent  farewell: 
"Until  next  time,  take  care  of 
yourselves  and  each  other." 

Make  your 
voice  heard. 

Send  articles 
or  stories  to 

thewestemersn@ 
yahoo.com 


Decision  Making  continued 
make  less  informed  decisions, 
the  College  and  the  community 
are  cracking  down  on  underage 
violations. 

For  instance,  if  a  minor 
is  caught  attempting  to  enter  an 
establishment  or  purchase  alco- 
hol with  false  identification,  that 
student  can  lose  his  or  her  driv- 
er's license  for  up  to  a  year.  Of- 
ficials have  also  started  contact- 
ing the  offender's  school,  which 
can  take  action  in  preventing  fii- 
ture  offenses  through  sanctions 
and  other  means. 

Tiie  Springfield  City 
Alcohol  Coalition  Committee 
is  one  group  that  is  committed 
to  promoting  healthy  choices 
for  students  in  the  community. 
The  association  is  made  up  of 
Western  New  England  College. 
American  International  College, 


Seniors: 

Want  to  speak  at  graduation? 
The  deadline  to  submit  a 
speech  and  be  considered  for 
the  Student  Commencement 
Speaker  is  Friday,  April  7lh 
at  4:30pm. 

Send  typed  submissions  to: 
Dr.  Adina  Elfant.  Director  of 
Learning  Beyond  the  Class- 
room, Campus  Center  room 
227. 

Questions? 

Contact:  aelfant@wnec.edu 
x!686. 


Mr.  WNEC 

Friday  April  7th 
7  pm 
Rivers 

This  year's  contestants: 
Tyler  Campbell 
Scott  Lashmit 
Colin  Stone 
Adam  Petkus 
Shaqim  Walker 

Sponsored  by  Junior  Council 
Proceeds  go  to  Make  A  Wish 
Foundation 


and  Springfield  College,  as  well 
as  various  bar  and  liquor  store 
owners  and  law  enforcement  of- 
ficials. The  Coalition  was  estab- 
lished in  2003  to  promote  pub- 
lic awareness  about  underage 
drinking. 

Lore  Detenber.  Coordi- 
nator of  the  Alcohol  and  Drug 
Education  Services  at  WNEC 
and  a  member  of  the  committee, 
believes  that  the  organization  is 
addressing  the  subject  the  cor- 
rect manner. 

In  addition  to  her  efforts 
on  campus  working  with  stu- 
dents and  committees  to  address 
alcohol  related  issues.  Detenber 
works  to  encourage  community 
involvement  and  foster  open 
communication.  "We're  trying 
to  come  together — it's  not  just  a 
campus  issue,  it's  a  community 
issue,"  says  Detenber. 
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History  Channel  Documentary 
an  Insult  to  History 


Elizabeth  Smith 

Assistant  Editor 


On  March  21,  Western 
New  England  College  hosted  the 
premiere  of  the  History  Channel 
documentary.  "Shays'  Rebel- 
lion: The  First  American  Civil 
War."  The  documentary,  part  of 
the  series  "Ten  Days  that  Un- 
expectedly Changed  America," 
was  about  the  Western  Massa- 
chusetts uprising  of  1 787. 

Massachusetts  Con- 
gressman Richard  Neal  w;is 
present  at  the  showing  to  intro- 
duce the  film  to  the  public.  Also 
present  were  WNEC  Professors 
James  W.  Gordon  (Law)  and 
Jonathan  Beagle  (History),  and 
guest  Richard  Collon,  a  Spring- 
field Armory  historian.  Each 
provided  scholarly  comment  on 
the  film  and  the  historic  event. 

Congressmen  Neal  in- 
troduced the  film.  Shays'  Re- 
bellion, an  uprising  of  farmers 
in  Western  Massachusetts,  oc- 
curred in  1786-87.  He  related 
the  concerns  of  the  farmers  of 
the  18th  century  to  the  concerns 
of  modem  Americans:  unem- 
ployment, mortgages,  and  unfair 
land  distribution. 

Sleith  Hall  was  over- 
flowing with  WNEC  undergrad- 
uates and  law  students,  members 
of  the  faculty,  and  visitors  fi-om 
the  Springfield  community.  This 
is  exactly  the  sort  of  event  that 
Western  New  England  College 
should  be  hosting. 


WNEC  Professors  Jonalhan  Beagle  and  James  Gordon  look  on  as 
Congressman  Richard  Neal  talks  to  the  audience  about  Shays  'Rebellion. 
Photo  courtesy  of  David  Stawasz.  WNEC  Publicity  Coordinator 
Or  is  it?  The  film,  while   justice  to  an  extraordinary  event 


rich  in  historical  relevance,  re- 
minded some  of  a  school  house 
rock  special.  The  expressions 
on  the  faces  of  the  rebels  were 
almost  comical  as  the  film  at- 
tempted to  reenact  the  historical 
event  through  animation. 

1  do  not  understand  the 
fanfare  surrounding  this  event. 
The  documentary  was  a  poor  de- 
piction of  Shays"  Rebellion  and 
significantly  overlooked  the  rich 
historical  context  of  Springfield 
and  the  surrounding  areas. 

I  wonder  if  the  produc- 
ers and  animators  even  bothered 
to  venture  to  Springfield  to  actu- 
ally see  the  Springfield  Armory 
and  other  local  landmarks. 

It  was  insulting  to  watch 
such  a  film  that  did  not  do  ftill 


in  history.  While  Springfield  and 
Western  Massachusetts  should 
be  honored  at  the  gesture,  they 
should  be  embarrassed  at  the 
poor  attempt  to  reenacl  history. 

Despite  my  disappoint- 
ment with  the  film,  two  features 
of  the  evening  made  the  event 
worthwhile.  First.  Professor 
Gordon  and  Professor  Beagle 
represented  the  college  ex- 
tremely well  with  their  knowl- 
edgeable remarks  about  Shays' 
Rebellion. 

And  secondly,  1  got  a 
tree  book  bag. 


IVhat  did  you  think  of  the  docu- 
mentary? Piease  send  your  re- 
sponses to: 

thewesternersn@yahoo.com 


Student  Response:  "Abortion  Under  Fire"  (3/20) 

The  claim  that  the  Abortion  Act  Is  intended  for  the  mother's  best 
interest  is  a  complete  he.  This  act  is  more  about  destroying  women's  liber- 
ties than  it  is  about  abortion.  How  can  we  go  back  and  say  women  cannot 
make  decisions  about  their  bodies?  What  will  be  next?  Will  women  no 
longer  be  able  lo  own  properly? 

Being  Americans,  each  individual  is  able  to  make  their  ovvti  deci- 
sion about  what  they  do,  where  they  go  and  what  they  choose  to  do  with 
their  bodies.  Should  a  victim  of  a  date  rape  be  forced  to  keep  the  child?  Is 
it  really  in  the  best  interest  of  the  child  to  grow  up  knowing  they  were  the 
product  of  a  dale  rape?  According  to  South  Dakota's  legislation,  it  is. 
-Julie  McCarthy.  Class  of  2009 


Drunkenness,  Excuses 
Abound  at  WNEC 


Disgruntled  J 

Contributing  Writer 


I  normally  don't  like 
to  direct  my  articles  towards  a 
specific  audience,  but  I'm  afraid 
this  article  is  directed  towards 
the  21  and  older  group.  So,  for 
the  rest  of  you  reading  this  ar- 
ticle, you  can  just  skip  right  on 
by  as  I'm  sure  it  doesn't  pertain 
to  you. 

1  have  a  big  problem 
watching  people  drink  at  West- 
ern New  England  College.  It  is 
not  a  matter  of  liking  or  dislik- 
ing alcohol;  it  wouldn't  exist  in 
society  if  it  didn't  have  some 
greater  purpose.  My  problem 
happens  to  be  with  the  way  col- 
lege students  consume  it. 

College  students,  at 
WNEC  and  across  most  of  the 
campuses  I've  visited,  suck  at 
drinking.  I've  said  this  many 
times,  and  I've  heard  some  in- 
teresting responses. 

"1  might  drink,  but  I've 
only  been   hung-over  once  or 


If  you  wish  to  host  a  show  by  yourself  or  with  others 
please  stop  by  the  station  or  log  onto  www.wnek.tk 
for  an  online  application. 


twice."  Folks,  a  hangover  is 
what  happens  after  you've  put 
enough  toxins  in  your  body  that 
it  can  no  longer  ftinction  prop- 
erly. In  other  words,  drinking  to 
excess  and  waking  up  without  a 
hangover  doesn't  mean  that  your 
body  hasn't  taking  a  beating. 

This  statement  is  often 
accompanied  by,  "1  remember 
everything  that  happened  last 
night!"  Are  you  proud  of  every- 
thing that  happened  last  night? 
Not  to  mention  the  fact  that 
your  distorted  perception  of  the 
evening  may  have  some  influ- 
ence over  your  exact  memories. 
Perhaps  the  naked  table  dance 
should  have  undergone  a  little 
more  reflection? 

"How  can  you  drink 
without  getting  drunk?"  This 
one  is  frightening.  People  are 
consuming  alcohol  at  such  a 
rate  that  they  never  experience 
the  level  past  drinking  but  be- 
fore your  liver  grabs  you  by  the 
stomach  and  throws  your  head 
in  a  toilet.  Those  "alcohol  in 
moderation"  messages  aren't 
just  words  thrown  together  for 
show;  it  actually  does  exist. 

"Tonight  is  Wasted 
Wednesday!"  This  might  re- 
quire some  explanation.  Nam- 
ing the  day  of  the  week  with  a 
drinking  term  that  starts  with 
the  same  letter  does  not  make 
drinking  every  day  acceptable. 
I  know  it's  "Messed  Up  Mon- 
day," but  that  doesn't  mean  we 
need  14  shots  of  JD  before  we 
start  studying.  Otherwise,  we 
might  have  to  start  "Toxscreen 
Tuesdays". 

Moderation  is  my  mes- 
sage 21  and  older  crowd.  Re- 
member, many  of  you  are  with- 
in a  year  of  the  adjective  "party 
animal"  becoming  "alcoholic." 
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WNEC  Softball  Ready  For  Another  Impressive  Season 


Diana  Sigona 

Contributing  Writer 

Boom!  In  the  bottom  of 
the  first  inning  of  the  home  open- 
er. Senior  captain  Kristy  Kehoss 
hit  a  home  run  to  let  fans,  family, 
and  opposing  teams  know  that 
the  season  has  just  begun,  and 
WNEC  is  planning  on  doing  big 
things. 

After  an  intense  off  sea- 
son training  program  that  began 
in  September  and  a  week  of  fun, 
sun.  memories,  and  important 
spring  training  games  In  Florida, 
the  Lady  Golden  Bears  opened 
up  at  home  last  Friday,  defeating 
Emmanuel  in  a  double  header. 
They  finished  off  the  weekend 
with  6  important  conference  vic- 
tories against  Rivier  and  South- 
em  Vermont. 

"We've  been  working 
extremely  hard  since  that  last 
game  vs.  Ithaca.  We  have  prov- 
en to  ourselves  and  the  WNEC 
community  how  good  we  are. 


We  want  to  prove  to  the  softball 
community  how  good  we  can 
be."  quoted  sophomore  Alex  Pa- 
ter son. 

Paterson  plays  a  vital 
role  to  the  team  as  a  strong  start- 
ing pitcher.  She  opened  up  vs. 
Emmanuel  and  was  relieved  by 
fi-eshman  Amanda  Poyant.  The 
pair  pitched  a  scoreless,  2-hitter 
game,  defeating  Emmanuel  in 
both  games  of  the  double  head- 
er. 

The  2006  team  is  com- 
posed of  five  seniors  who  have 
experienced  making  it  to  the 
World  Series  of  Softball  in  2002. 
one  junior,  eight  sophomores, 
and  nine  ft-eshmen. 

In  2005  the  team  sur- 
passed the  school  record  (2002- 
34  wins)  with  39  wins  on  the 
season,  won  the  GNAC  Tour- 
nament for  the  4th  consecutive 
year,  and  placed  3rd  of  6  teams 
in  the  NCAA  Division  Hi  North- 
east Regional  Tournament. 

Senior  captain  Megan 
Cloutier  states  "This  year's  soft- 


The  WNEC  Women  s  softball  team  prepares  for  a  game.  The  lady  Golden  Bears  hope  to  improve  on  last  season 


in  which  they  broke  the  school 


season  with  39. 


ball  team  has  a  lot  of  potential  to 
do  extremely  well.  Even  though 
we're  a  young  team  we've  got 
a  great  sense  of  how  to  play  the 
game.  Our  biggest  challenge 


will  be  to  rise  to  our  opponents 
in  the  tournament,  but  our  team 
has  high  expectations  and  the  de- 
termination to  follow  through." 
Be  sure  to  check  out  the 


Lady  Golden  Bears  this  spring; 
It  promises  to  be  a  ton  of  fijn. 
Don't  forget  to  watch  your  back, 
though... their  bats  are  pretty 
powerftil! 


UPCOMING  WNEC  SCHEDULE 


Home 

>anies  in  Bold 

Conference  gam 

es  marked  with  c 

MEN'S  LACROSSE 

4/05 

Wed 

Amherst  College 

4:00  PM 

4/08 

Sat 

Lasell  College  c 

1:00  PM 

4/12 

Wed 

Springfleld  College  c^||HHHHt 

7:00  PM 

4/15 

Sat 

Massachusetts  Mari^^^^^^^^HR 

1:00  PM 

WOMEN'S  LACROSSE 

4/06 

Thu 

Western  Conn.  State  University 

4:00  PM 

4/08 

Sal 

Castleton  State  College  c 

Noon 

4/11 

Hie 

Emerson  College  c 

4:00  PM 

4/13 

Thu 

Mount  Holyoke  College 

4:00  PM 

4/lS 

Sal 

Worcester  Slate  College  c 

Noon 

MEN'S  BASEBALL 

4/04 

Ttit 

Massacbusells  College  of  Liberal  Arts 

3:30  PM 

4/05 

Wed 

Wesleyan  University  (CT) 

3:30  PM 

4/08 

Sal 

SufTolk  University  c  (Doubleheader) 

1:00  PM 

4/09 

Sun 

Daniel  Webster  College  c  (Doubleheader) 

Noon 

4/11 

Tue 

Elms  College 

7:00  PM 

4/12 

Wed 

Westfield  State  College 

3:30  PM 

4/13 

Thu 

Brandeis  University 

3:30  PM 

4/lS 

Sat 

Rivier  College  c  (Doubleheader) 

Noon 

4/17 

Mon 

Mitchell  College 

3:30  PM 

WOMEN'S  SOFTBALL 

4/05 

Wed 

Smith  College 

4:00  PM 

4/07 

Fri 

Albertus  Magnus  College  c  (Doubleheader)  TBA 

4/08 

Sal 

Johnson  &  Wales  Univ.  c  (Doubleheader)  1:00  PM 

4/09 

Sun 

Pine  Manor  College  c  (Doubleheader) 

Noon 

4/12 

Wed 

Fitchburg  Stale  College 

4:00  PM 

4/14 

Fri 

SufTolk  University  c  (Doubleheader) 

3:00  PM 

4/15 

Sal 

Emerson  College  c  (Doubleheader) 

Noon 

ppr     MEN'S  TENNIS~^«<MF 

"^rSa 

Bridgewater  Slate  College 

3:30  PM 

4/08 

Sal 

Johnson  and  Wales  University 

Noon 

4/09 

Sun 

Colby-Sawyer  College 

1:00  PM 

4/IS 

Sal 

Nor^vich  llnivcrvitv 

Noon 

Vinatieri  Signs  with  Indianapolis 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 


Adam  Vinatieri.  the 
beloved  New  England  Patriots 
kicker,  will  be  attempting 
field  goals  for  the  Colts  next 
season.  Vinatieri.  33.  signed 
with  Indianapolis  on  Tuesday, 
March  21. 

A  graduate  of  division 
II  South  Dakota  State.  Vinatieri 
became  one  of  the  most  clutch 
perfonners  on  the  Patriots 
during  his  10  years  with  the 


team.  His  resume  includes  20 
game  winning  kicks. 

In  2002,  Vinatieri's  45 
yard  field  goal  in  the  middle  of 
a  Foxboro  blizzard  helped  boost 
the  Patriots  over  the  Raiders. 
He  would  later  post  two  game 
winning  Superbowl  kicks.  He  is 
also  the  Patriots'  all  time  leading 
scorer  with  1.158  points. 

Vinatieri  signed  with 
Indianapolis  because  the  Patriots 
refiised  to  offer  him  the  long- 
term  deal  he  was  after.  He  also 
stated  that  he  is  excited  about 
the  chance  to  finish  his  career 


kicking  in  a  domed  stadium. 

"I  have  no  animosity 
at  all  toward  that  organization 
[the  Patriots]."  Vinatieri  said  at 
a  Colts  press  conference.  "If 
there  is  any  one  thing  I  can  say, 
1  just  want  to  say  thank  you  to 
all  the  fans  for  all  the  support, 
for  all  the  well-wishing,  and  just 
all  the  people  there  that  have 
supported  not  only  myself,  but 
the  team." 

Vinatieri's  five  year 
contract  is  reported  to  be  worth 
$12  million  with  a  $3.5  million 
signing  bonus. 


Ailum  Knalieri  will  Ik  allenipliilg field go-jh  in  a  Calls  uniform  nexl  season.  Pholo  courlesy  ofwww.colls.i 
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Shaqim  Walker  Named  Mr.  WNEC  2006 


Upcn- 
Spor; 


Anna  Yazhbin 

Staff  Writer 


Rivers  Memorial  Hall 
was  packed  on  April  7.  The 
audience  anxiously  awaited 
the  start  of  the  Mr.  WNEC 
competition.  Mr.  WNEC  is  a 
male  beauty  pageant  in  which 
men  of  Western  New  England 
College  have  a  chance  to  strut 
their  stuff. 

Juniors  Tyler  Camp- 
bell and  Patrick  Levesque 
were  returning  competitors. 
Sophomore  Colin  Stone  and 
freshman  Shaqim  Walker  were 
new  to  the  competition.  Con- 
testants competed  in  evening 
wear,  talent,  beachwear.  and 
pick-up  line  categories. 

A  section  of  the  show 
was  dedicated  to  raising  mon- 
ey for  the  Make  a  Wish  Foun- 
dation. The  contestants  com- 
peted to  see  who  could  gather 


the  most  money  from  the  audi- 
ence. 

This  year's  winner  was 
Shaqim  Walker.  Colin  Stone 
was  the  runner  up.  In  response 
to  his  new  title  of  Mr.  WNEC 
2006,  Walker  stated.  "This 
[win]  is  unexpected.  I  wanted 
to  go  out  and  have  fiin." 

Walker  thanked  the 
contestants.  James  Tiemey  (the 
host),  and  his  support  team, 
which  is  comprised  of  his  fa- 
ther, girlfriend,  and  friends. 
He  plans  on  defending  his  title 
next  year. 

The  first  part  of  the 
competition  was  evening  wear. 
Campbell  sported  a  white 
"pimp  suit,"  matching  hat,  and 
shades.  Levesque  wore  a  little 
black  dress,  high  heels,  and 
a  sparkling  tiara.  Stone  wore 
the  perfect  outfit  for  the  show. 
"The  Apprentice."  Walker's 
ensemble   was   inspired  by 


Shaqim  Walker  shows  off  his  Golden  Bear  trophy.  Walker  won  the  Mr 


WNEC  2006  beauty  pageant  on  April  7.  Photo  by  Anna  Yazhbin 
Usher's  sexy  threads.  back.  They  then  performed  a 

During  the  talent  por-    Britney  Spears  act. 
tionofthe  show.  Campbell  and  Levesque  and  his 

his  entourage  of  talented  men    Story  and  Photos  continued 
brought  "Greased  Lightning"    on  page  3 


Student  Senate 
Welcomes  New  Faces 


Elissa  Jacobs 

Staff  Writer 


The  ballots  are  in  for 
the  Western  New  England 
College  SUident  Senate.  While 
there  are  only  four  first-time 
senators,  the  entire  executive 
board  will  be  new, 

Former  Publicity 
Chair  Jessica  Vogel  has  been 
elected  as  the  new  President. 


and  former  Grievance  Chair 
James  Tiemey  is  the  new  Vice 
President.  The  rest  of  the  ex- 
ecutive members  will  be  ap- 
pointed. 

Former  President  An- 
drea Roehre  says  that  Vogel 
and  Tiemey  "showed  immense 
devotion  and  innovation  in 
their  past  roles  on  Student 
Senate."  She  is  sure  that  they 
Continued  on  Page  2 


Former  Senate  President  Andrea  Roehre  (left)  swears  in  new  Presi- 
dent Jessica  Vogel  (center)  and  Vice-President  James  Tierney  (left). 


College  Art  Curator 
Kowalski  to  Retire 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  Writer 


The  Western  New 
England  College  art  curator 
will  retire  after  26  years  of  at 
the  College  and  is  currently 
holding  the  final  art  exhibit  of 
her  WNEC  career. 

Carol  Kowalski. 
WNEC  professor  and  art  cura- 
tor, is  displaying  her  paintings, 
prints  and  embossments  from 
her  56  year  art  career.  The  fuli 
display  of  30  pieces  shows  a 
wide  variety  of  work,  includ- 
ing landscapes  of  spots  found 
around  the  New  England  area, 
portrait  drawings  and  paint- 
ings, embossments,  and  Col- 
lographs. 

Her  paintings  express 
nostalgia  and  feelings  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  her  life.  "You're 
getting  into  the  emotions;  the 
first  drama,  the  first  love,  the 
first  marriage,  the  first  home, 
and  the  first  wedding,"  said 
Kowalski. 


Kowalski  has  been  in- 
fl  uenced  over  the  years  through 
her  work  as  a  council  member 
of  the  academic  artists,  juried 
shows,  and  teaching.  She  also 
expressed  influences  from 
painters  such  Nomian  Rock- 
well, but  likes  to  discover  her 
own  views. 

"My  parent's  were  old 
and  tired  when  I  was  young.  I 
had  no  preschool,  so  art  and 
crayons  kept  me  occupied." 
said  Kowalski  reminiscing 
about  her  childhood. 

It  was  29  years  ago 
that  Kowalski  insisted  to  the 
College  president  that  the 
WNEC  campus  needed  art. 
When  asked  if  she  was  willing 
to  put  in  the  effort  to  do  this, 
she  began  to  display  her  ex- 
hibits in  the  former  Churchill 
library;  what  is  now  known  as 
Churchill  Hall. 

The  displays  were 
moved  to  the  campus  art  gal- 
lery after  it  was  included  in  an 
Continued  on  Page  2 
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Music  Program  Spring  Showcase 


Jonathan  O^Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

The  Western  New 
England  College  Music  Pro- 
gram will  present  their  spring 
showcase  concert  entitled 
"American  Originals"  on  Sat- 
urday, April  22.  The  concert 
will  be  held  in  Rivers  Memo- 
rial Hall  at  7  p.m. 

John  Cavicchia  has 
been  at  WNEC  since  2000.  His 
current  position  as  Music  Co- 
ordinator has  him  working  in 
a  variety  of  roles.  He  develops 
music  curriculum  and  oversees 
the  Ensemble  Program.  In  ad- 
dition, he  is  the  director  of  the 
WNEC  chorus  groups. 

"I  strive  to  stretch  indi- 
viduals musically  by  challeng- 
ing them  with  repertoire  that 
students  don't  know  well,  as 
well  as  more  familiar  pieces" 
Cavicchia  said.  "We  perform 
a  wide  range  of  selections,  so 
everyone  is  challenged  and 
finds  something  that  they  can 
enjoy  singing." 

Throughout  the  year. 


Members  of  WNEC's  Music  Program  will  present  a  show  entitled 


'American  Originals ' 
Cavicchia  works  with  students 
under  the  philosophy  of  devel- 
oping a  base  of  committed  mu- 
sicians. These  individuals  have 
a  "sense  of  ownership"  within 
the  group,  he  said.  "This  is  key 
to  a  strong  musical  sound." 

This  fall,  the  Mu- 
sic Program  grew  even  more 
with  the  hiring  of  Ted  Levine 
as  band  director.  He  is  both  a 
performer  and  a  teacher  who 
can  also  be  found  working  at 
Westfield  State  and  Holyoke 
Community  College.  ' 

Saturday  evening's 
concert  will  showcase  a  vari- 


on  April  22  in  Rivers. 
ety  of  musical  selections.  The 
bands  will  present  pieces  such 
as  "A  Symphonic  Prelude," 
which  is  based  on  the  folk  song 
"Black  is  the  Color."  They  will 
also  perform  "Event  #8",  a 
work  written  by  Levine. 

The  campus  chorus 
groups  will  also  perform  a 
variety  of  works,  from  pieces 
based  on  Emily  Dickinson  po- 
etry to  "Seasons  of  Love"  from 
the  Broadway  musical  "Rent." 
The  show  is  free  (though  do- 
nations are  gladly  accepted) 
and  open  to  the  public. 


The  Stageless  Players  Present: 

While  the  Lights  Were  Out 

A  Murder  Mystery  Comedy  by  Jack  Sharkey 
Directed  by  Hillary  Haft  Bucs 
Sleith  100 
April  28  @8pm 
April  29, 30  @  2pin 
Student  Tickets:  $2 


Deal  or 
No  Deal? 


Jeff  Lee 

Staff  Writer 


On  April  24  2006, 
Campus  Activities  Board 
(CAB)  will  continue  the  an- 
nual Spring  Week  celebrations 
with  their  own  version  of  the 
new  NBC  game  show  Deal  or 
No  Deal. 

The  event  will  feature 
Brian  Rist-Gustafson  (RG)  as 
the  host  and  Garrett  Coutts  as 
the  banker. 

The  evening  will  work 
much  like  the  television  ver- 
sion with  the  help  of  a  student- 
created  computer  program, 
providing  visual  and  sound 
effects  featured  on  the  actual 
game  show. 

Students  chosen  by 
raffle  will  make  deals  in  order 
to  win  both  prizes  and  "cash" 
in  the  fonn  of  American  Ex- 
press gift-cards. 

Spring  Week  chair- 
person. Elissa  Jacobs  says  the 
event  "will  be  a  great  chance 
10  win  tons  of  awesome  prizes 
and  have  a  lot  of  fiin." 

The  event  will  be  held 
in  Sleith  100  at  7:00  p.m.  on 
Monday  April  24.  2006. 


Do  you  have  an  event  that  you 
would  like  publicized?  Send 
event  information  to: 
Thewestemersn(t7iyahoo.com 


"Senate"  from  page  I 
will  "bring  success  to  the  orga- 
nization through  their  passion 
lu  better  our  campus." 

These  elected  officials 
represent  the  student  body  by 
making  decisions  about  stu- 
dent life.  They  also  make  deci- 
sions regarding  the  allocation 
of  the  student  activities  fee. 

In  the  past  year,  Stu- 
dent Senate  has  been  very  ac- 
tive, and  the  new  executives 
hope  to  keep  this  trend  going. 
One  of  Roehre's  greatest  ac- 
complishments was  having  the 
Board  of  Trustees  and  Student 
Affairs  Committee  sit  in  on 
a  Senate  meeting  for  the  first 
time. 

"It  really  shows  how 
much  the  administration  and 
the  Board  of  Trustees  values 


and  respects  Student  Senate 
and  the  opinions  of  students." 
said  Roehre.  She  hopes  that  in 
the  future  Student  Senate  will 
be  able  to  expand  student  in- 
fluence on  campus. 

This  year  there  will  be 
some  minor  changes  to  Student 
Senate  in  addition  to  the  new 
faces  on  the  executive  board. 
Tiemey  says  that  he  will  be 
"attending  more  meetings  with 
clubs  and  organizations  to  get 
[his]  face  out  there."  This  will 
help  a  greater  percentage  of 
the  campus  to  know  what  is 
going  on  with  Student  Senate. 

Tiemey  also  plans  on 
encouraging  more  students  to 
vote  in  the  next  election.  Turn- 
out this  year  was  only  123  vot- 
ers, just  over  5%  of  the  WNEC 
student  population. 


"An  Curator  '  from  page  I 
addition  to  the  Campus  Center 
in  the  early  80's.  The  gallery 
has  been  running  her  exhibits 
annually  ever  since. 

"These  paintings  are 
wonderfiil.  She  brought  out 
these  landscaping  amazing- 
ly and  the  reflections  are  so 
beautifiil"  said  Susy  Verhesc. 


a  close  friend  of  Kowalski  for 
the  past  20  years. 

The  art  exhibit  will  run 
until  May  4  at  the  art  gallery 
in  the  campus  center  during 
its  normal  visiting  hours.  The 
gallery  is  open  to  the  public. 

Kowalski  will  con- 
tinue to  teach  figure  drawing 
classes  this  coming  fall. 


The  work  of  Carol  Kowalski.  WNEC  art  curator,  will  be  on  display 
until  May  4.  Kowalski  will  retire  at  the  end  of  the  semester. 
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Tuition  on  the  Rise. . .  Again 


Jonathan  0*Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  no- 
ticed a  small,  inconspicuous 
letter  in  my  mailbox.  The  re- 
turn address  said  it  was  from 
WNEC;  it  contained  anything 
but  good  news. 

1  was  politely  informed 
of  the  wonders  of  Western  New 
England  College.  "The  faculty 
to  student  ratio  is  15  to  1,"  it 
said.  "Classrooms  and  labo- 
ratories continuously  undergo 
renovation  and  renewal  with 
'state-of-the-art'  technology." 

Reading  more  like  an 
admissions  pamphlet  than  a 
letter  to  current  students,  the 
final  sentence  invited  my  fam- 
ily and  me  to  WNEC's  "sum- 
mer orientation  program." 

1  am  flattered  and 
amused  that  a  Junior  would 
be  invited  to  SOAR.  I  suppose 
this  poorly  edited  nonsense 
is  a  product  of  the  College's 
"rich  educational  tradition." 

The  heart  of  the  letter 


was  contained  in  the  third  para- 
graph. It  seems  tuition  is  on  the 
rise  once  again.  The  Trustees 
have  decided  to  raise  tuition 
for  the  2006-2007  school  year. 
Comprehensive  costs  (tuition, 
room,  and  board)  are  now  just 
over  $34,000. 

WNEC  used  to  pride 
itself  on  offering  a  quality,  af- 
fordable education  to  its  stu- 
dents. The  board  of  Trustees 
has  apparently  abandoned  this 
strategy. 

The  increase  will  not 
serve  to  offset  "increases  in 
energy  costs"  as  stated  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  This  is  a 
shallow  excuse.  Rather,  our 
money  will  be  sacrificed  on 
the  altar  of  public  appearance, 
being  used  to  boost  public  im- 
age and  "set  a  standard  for  our 
competitors." 

When  I  read  the  letter 
over  again,  this  truth  became 
painfully  clear.  The  College 
is  not  concerned  with  the  qual- 
ity or  value  of  our  education. 
Rather,  it  is  concerned  with 


shident-teacher  ratios  and  new 
technology,  neither  of  which 
is  a  measure  of  educational 
success. 

As  a  student,  I  am 
ashamed  and  outraged  that 
the  College  is  more  concerned 
with  image  than  education. 

I  demand  an  educa- 
tion that  is  both  affordable  and 
high  quality.  It's  time  for  the 
Trustees  to  stop  raising  tuition 
and  to  start  raising  standards. 

At  the  current  rate 
of  tuition,  incoming  fresh- 
men will  graduate  with  nearly 
$140,000  in  bills.  This  will  be 
a  crippling  burden  upon  gradu- 
ates for  years  to  come. 

The  opening  para- 
graph of  the  letter  told  of  "the 
value  we  place  upon  accessi- 
bility to  an  excellent  education 
for  a  wide  range  of  students." 

With  this  recent  tu- 
ition increase,  that  accessibil- 
ity is  becoming  narrower,  not 
wider. 

Nice  job,  WNEC. 


To  our  faithful  readers, 

In  our  April  3  edition,  the  editorial  staff  decided  to  print 
the  opinion  piece,  "Drunkenness,  Excuses  Abound  at  WNEC," 
written  by  an  anonymous  student  whom  we  call  Disgruntled 
J.  We  have  received  a  loud  and  significant  response.  Students 
over  the  age  of  21  are  "outraged"  that  they  were  blatantly  tar- 
geted for  their  excessive  drinking  habits. 

One  student  sent  in  a  response  claiming  to  be  "the  Stu- 
dents Advocate."  This  person  wanted  it  to  be  known  that  "some 
of  the  most  profound  and  insightful  lessons  learned  at  college 
won't  be  in  the  classroom  but  at  the  bottom  of  a  bottle."  This 
student  went  on  to  insist  that  college  is  the  appropriate  and 
"safe  environment"  for  the  excessive  consumption  of  alcohol 
and  that  it  is  better  for  students  to  "learn  these  lessons  now. 
while  they  can  still  recover" 

That  individual  is  entitled  to  his  own  opinion.  How- 
ever, 1  would  like  to  point  out  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
"safe  environment."  I  urge  you  to  remember  that  college  stu- 
dents everywhere  face  the  devastating  consequences  of  alcohol 
poisoning,  sexual  assault,  and  even  long-term  alcohol  addic- 
tion that  develop  from  drinking  habits  learned  in  college. 

Disgruntled  J"s  remarks  were  sarcastic  in  nature  and 
were  intended  to  make  readers  think  about  the  absurdity  of  the 
excuses  that  are  used  to  justify  unhealthy  behavior.  There  is 
no  right  or  wrong  answer  to  the  question  of  alcohol  consump 
tion.  Above  all.  the  Westerner  staff  urges  its  readers  to  make 
informed  and  educated  choices. 

Elizabeth  Smith 
Assistant  Editor 


LEFT:  Sophomore  Colin  Stone  shows  ojf  his  "Napoleon  Dyna- 
mite "  Dance. 

CENTER:  Junior  Tyler  Campbell  (in pink)  and  'his  men  'performl 

in  drag  for  the  talent  section  of  the  Mr  WNEC  pageant. 
RJGHT:  Junior  Patrick  Levesque  pouts  during  the  evening  wear 
portion  of  the  competition. 


Continued  from  Page  I 
crew  performed  the  life  of  a 
resident  advisor.  Stone  mas- 
tered the  Napoleon  Dynamite 
dance.  He  even  wore  a  shirt 
with  the  slogan,  "Vote  for  Pe- 
dro." 

Walker  leaped  above 
the  competition  in  the  talent 
department.  He  effortlessly 
sprang  from  the  stage  to  the 
floor  by  utilizing  his  skills  as 
a  black-belt  martial  artist  and 


smooth  dancer.  He  then  raised 
the  temperature  in  the  room  by 
unbuttoning  his  shirt  and  re- 
vealing a  sexy,  sculpted  body. 

The  third  part  of  the 
show  was  beachwear.  After 
each  contestant  showed  his 
beachwear,  he  walked  to  the 
crowd  with  a  pink  bucket  in 
order  to  raise  money  for  the 
Make  a  Wish  Foundation. 

Campbell  wore  a 
"bubble  bum"  on  his  behind 


and  a  "censored"  sign  for  his 
private  parts.  He  showed  off 
more  skin  than  his  competi- 
tors; therefore,  he  collected  the 
most  money  from  the  crowd. 

Levesque  was  adorned 
by  a  Hawaiian  style  shirt  and 
shorts.  He  also  leaped  up  and 
down  on  stage  while  holding 
the  pink  bucket.  In  addition  to 
swimming  trunks.  Stone  wore 
scuba  goggles,  flippers,  a  raf^ 
ring,  and  kiddie  life  savers  for 


his  arms. 

The  last  part  of  the  tal- 
ent show  was  the  pick  up  line. 
Campbell  and  Stone  gave  the 
audience  a  new  way  to  per- 
ceive squirrels  and  rabbits. 

Levesque  was  promis- 
ing the  girl  that  she  was  going 
to  have  an  experience  with  him 
like  no  other  Walker  said  more 
than  one  pick  up  line;  and  the 
combination  of  pick  up  lines 
sounded  like  a  rap  song. 


When  the  dust  had 
settled,  it  was  Walker's  day 
In  addition  to  his  title.  Walker 
was  awarded  a  $  1 00  American 
Express  gift  card  and  a  gold- 
en bear  trophy.  As  runner  up. 
Stone  received  a  $75  dollar 
gift  card. 

The  Mr.  WNEC  com- 
petition was  designed  as  a 
fiind  raiser  for  the  Make  a 
Wish  Foundation.  The  event 
raised  a  total  of  $154.46. 
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Women's  Lacrosse  Looks  to 
Continue  Dominance 


Diana  Sigona 

Staff  Writer 


It's  already  mid- sea- 
son, and  the  WNEC  women's 
lacrosse  team  has  continually 
shown  strength  and  determina- 
tion. Led  by  tri-captains  Aly- 
son  Nowell.  Lindsay  Bums. 
andTara  Cushman.  the  team  is 
soaring  to  new  heights  in  their 
conference:  NEWLA.  This 
season  may  be  one  of  the  last 
in  the  NEWLA;  they  will  be  in 
the  CCC  conference  by  2008. 

The  dominant  Golden 
Bears  offense  has  been  put- 
ting up  high  numbers  this 
season.  Sophomore  Kayte 
Devine,  junior  Audrey  Kelton 


and  senior  Alyson  Nowell  are 
strong,  young  attack  players 
who  have  put  up  big  numbers. 
Sophomore  Julianna  Mulroy 
and  freshman  Kaitlin  Zangle 
have  contributed  to  the  offense 
as  well. 

The  defensive  lineup 
is  just  as  powerful  and  tough. 
They  are  led  by  seniors  Lind- 
say Bums  and  Alia  Andrews 
{who  recently  recovered  from 
a  torn  ACL).  Freshmen  Erin 
Conn  and  Michelle  Debellis 
round  out  the  defense. 

"We  have  a  strong  and 
promising  group  of  freshman 
that  seems  to  mesh  well  on  the 
field  with  our  returnees,  which 
is  vital  since  we  are  continu- 
ing to  grow  our  program  and 


gain  more  recognition,  states 
sophomore  Amy  Cunning- 
ham. 

The  team  is  coached 
by  Aimee  Klepacki  (7""  year), 
who  played  lacrosse  for 
Springfield  College.  She  was 
named  coach  of  the  year  in  the 
NEWLA  conference  in  2001 
and  2002. 

Brenna  Plutino,  a  for- 
mer Golden  Bear  Lacrosse 
star  who  is  seventh  on  the  Col- 
lege's all-time  leading  scorers 
list  with  118  points,  assists 
Klepacki. 

The  ladies  are  hoping 
to  capture  another  consecutive 
NEWLA  title  this  season  and 
eam  another  trip  to  the  NCAA 
Division  HI  tournament. 


The  Westerner  is 
Looking  for 
Sports  Writers 

Write  about  WNEC  sports  or  your 

favorite  professional  team. 
Contact:  Thewestemersn@yahoo.com 


UPCOMING  WNEC  SCHEDULE 

Home  games  in  Bold 
Conference  games  marked  with  c 


04/18  Tue 

04/20  Thu 

04/26  Wed 

04/29  Sat 

04/18  •nie 

04/20  Thu 

04/22  Sat 

04/24  Mon 

04/26  Wed 

04/29  Sat 

05/02  Tue 


04/17  Mon 

04/18  Tue 

04/19  Wed 

04/21  Fri 

04/22  Sat 

04/25  Tue 

05/02  Tue 

05/04  Thu 


04/19  Wed 

04/22  Sat 

04/25  Tue 

04/27  Thu 

05/02  Tue 


04/18  Tue 

04/20  Thu 

04/22  Sat 

04/2S  'nie 


MEN'S  LACROSSE 

Tufts  University  7:00  PM 

Clark  University  c  7:00  PM 

Norwich  University  c  4:00  PM 

MlTc  1:00  PM 
WOMEN'S  LACROSSE 

Elms  College  c  4:00  PM 

Smith  College  4:00  PM 

Thomas  College  c  1 :00  PM 

Castleton  State  College  c  4:00  PM 

Bridgewater  State  College  4:00  PM 

NEWLA  Tournament  p  TBA 

Springfield  College  4:00  PM 

MEN'S  BASEBALL 

Mitchell  College  3:30  PM 

Mass.  College  of  Liberal  Arts  3:30  PM 

Endicott  College  4:30  PM 

Brandeis  University  3:30  PM 

Norwich  University  c  (double)  1 :00  PM 

GNAC  Championship  p  TBA 

Williams  College  4:15  PM 

Western  Conn.  State  University  5:00  PM 

Wheaton  (MA)  (double)  Noon 

WOMEN'S  SOFTBALL 

Springfield  College  (double)  3:30  PM 

St.  Joseph  (CT.)  c  (double)  1 :00  PM 


Amherst  College 

GNAC  Championship  p 
Williams  College 

MEN'S  TENNIS 
Castleton  State  College 
Mitchell  College 
Albertus  Magnus  College 
UMass  Dartmouth 


4:30  PM 
TBA 
5:30  PM 


3:30  PM 
3:30  PM 
TBA 
3:30  PM 


ESC  Car  Show  Pictures 


Picfures  of  the  Engineering  Siitdenl  Council  Car  Show,  held  April  2.  Photos  courtesy  of  Richard  Cosgro. 
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Business  Dean  Stanley  Kowalski  to  Retire 


Jeff  Lee 

Staff  Writer 


Stanley  Kowalski  Jr., 
Dean  of  the  School  of  Busi- 
ness and  Professor  of  Quantita- 
tive Methods,  will  retire  at  the 
end  of  this  academic  year.  His 
departure  will  end  a  nearly  30 
year  tenure  as  Dean,  making 
him  the  longest  serving  busi- 
ness dean  in  New  England. 

Before  coming  to 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege in  1973,  Kowalski  taught 
at  Old  Dominion  University 
in  Norfolk,  VA  and  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Massachusetts,  Am- 
herst. He  also  served  in  the 
Executive  Offices  of  Super- 
markets General  in  New  Jer- 
sey and  New  York. 

He  received  a  bache- 
lor's degree  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Delaware,  two  masters 
degrees  from  the  University 
of  Massachusetts,  and  a  Ph.D. 
in  Economics  also  from  the 
University  of  Massachusetts. 
While  at  the  College,  Dean 


Kowalski  has  served  in  vari- 
ous capacities  including  Pro- 
fessor of  Computer  Informa- 
tion Systems,  Assistant  to 
the  President,  and  since  1979 
as  the  Dean  of  the  School  of 
Business. 

During  his  term  as 
Dean,  Kowalski  has  been  re- 
sponsible for  numerous  ad- 
vancements in  the  School  of 
Business  and  at  the  College. 
He  is  credited  with  playing  an 
instrumental  role  in  forming 
the  Center  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Entrepreneurship  in 
connection  to  the  School  of 
Law  at  Western  New  England 
College. 

Most  notably,  Dean 
Kowalski  was  responsible  for 
the  accreditation  of  the  School 
of  Business  by  the  Association 
to  Advance  Collegiate  Schools 
of  Business  (AACSB).  making 
Western  New  England  College 
the  only  private  accredited 
School  of  Business  in  western 
Massachusetts. 

Dean  Kowalski  was 


recognized  by  AACSB  in  Sep- 
tember 2005  for  his  23  years 
of  service  as  the  Executive 
Secretary  for  the  association 
and  as  a  panelist  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Association  of 
New  England  Business  Deans 
where  he  discussed  attributes, 
skills,  and  practices  for  suc- 
cessful deaning. 

Julie  Siciliano,  Pro- 
fessor of  Management,  will 
take  on  the  role  of  Dean  start- 


ing July  I.  2005.  Siciliano 
looks  forward  to  her  new  re- 
sponsibilities in  the  School  of 
Business  and  is  excited  about 
the  ftiture  of  the  College,  "it's 
a  great  opportunity  because 
the  School  of  Business  is  po- 
sitioned to  begin  developing 
some  good  partnerships  with 
businesses  in  the  community 
as  well  as  with  other  schools 
given  AACSB  accreditation." 
Confiniied  on  page  2 


Stanley  Kowalski.  Dean  of  the  Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Business  since  1979.  will  retire  at  the  end  of  the  school  year. 


Abduction  and  Sexual  Assault  on  Campus 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  Writer 

The  cameras  placed 
around  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  were  responsible 
for  the  capture  of  Mikolaj  K. 
Letkowski,  the  man  arrested 
under  suspicion  of  abduction, 
robbery,  and  rape  of  a  female 
student,  as  well  as  breaking 
into  gateway  apartments,  said 
Chief  Gary  Barnes,  Director  of 
Public  Safety. 

Many  students  have 
been  concerned  about  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  WNEC  security 
because  of  the  incident.  Some 
students  are  annoyed  that  they 
have  been  caught  for  relatively 
minor  offences  on  the  campus 
while  this  heinous  crime  was 
somehow  overlooked. 

"I  don't  understand 
how  they  couldn't  have  seen 
it  on  the  cameras,"  said  Kris- 
tin Martha  Nowicki,  a  resident 
student. 


However,  Public 
Safety  contends  that  although 
they  were  unable  to  prevent 
the  incident  from  occurring, 
the  school's  security  system 
was  essential  to  Letkowski's 
capture.  In  an  April  28  inter- 
view, Barnes  reported  that,  af- 
ter bringing  the  victim  back  to 
campus,  the  suspect's  car  was 
recorded  by  the  WNEC  sur- 
veillance system. 

"If  it  wasn't  for  this 
camera  system  we  wouldn't 
have  caught  him,"  said 
Barnes. 

Longmeadow  Po- 
lice officer  Chip  MacElhiney 
pulled  over  Letkowski's  PT 
Cruiser  for  an  undisclosed  mo- 
tor vehicle  violation  on  Route 
5  in  Longmeadow  on  April  1 8, 
said  reports  in  the  local  paper 
The  Republican. 

After  observing  that 
the  driver  was  distraught, 
MacElhiney  found  a  knife 
and  ski  mask  on  the  front  seat. 


After  confiscating  the  items, 
the  man  was  reported  to  the 
Springfield  Detective  bureau 
where  the  car  was  identified 
as  a  match  to  the  one  leaving 
WNEC. 

Most  people  don't  un- 
derstand how  the  camera  sys- 
tem and  its  technology  works, 
said  Barnes. 

WNEC  was  the  first 
college  in  the  area  to  install 
cameras  for  security  purposes 
14  years  ago  and  ours  are  still 
the  most  sophisticated,  said 
Barnes.  However,  there  are 
limitations,  and  not  everything 
can  be  monitored  at  the  same 
time.  In  short,  the  security 
cameras  aren't  100%  infal- 
lible, but  they  were  effective 
in  this  instance. 

Shortly  after  news  of 
the  incident  spread,  meetings 
were  organized  for  traditional 
housing  and  the  Evergreen 
apartments  to  inform  students 
of  the  incident  and  quell  ru- 


mors. Residence  Life  and 
volunteers  went  door  to  door 
informing  Gateway  of  the  in- 
cident between  3:30  pm  and 
6:00  pm  that  day. 

"Getting  the  word  out 
in  short  notice  and  [to  resi- 
dents! across  the  street  is  diffi- 
cult." said  Beth  Hill,  Associate 
Director  of  Residence  Life. 

Since  the  incident. 
Residence  Life,  Facilities,  and 
Student  Senate  have  been  lis- 
tening to  suggestions  for  im- 
provement. 

Student  Senate  has  re- 
ceived messages  from  students 
looking  for  answers,  making 
complaints,  and  pointing  out 
needed  repairs.  Poorly  lit  areas 
of  gateway  and  broken  locks 
were  but  a  few  grievances 
from  students.  Student  Senate 
is  also  looking  to  make  im- 
provements on  the  back  stair- 
way and  to  clear  out  some  of 
the  foliage,  said  the  Student 
Continued  on  Page  3 
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Anna  Yazhbin 

Staff  Writer 

This  spring,  the  Office 
of  Resident  Life  offered  a  new 
online  housing  application 
program  to  all  residents. 

"We  [Western  New 
England  College]  are  at  the 
front  of  a  trend  of  colleges  go- 
ing online  with  their  housing 
system,"  stated  Nicole  Mc- 
Grath,  the  Assistant  Director 
of  Residence  Life. 

The  Housing  Man- 
agement Application  (HMA) 
system  was  designed  by  the 
IT  department  at  Western  New 
England  College  over  the  past 
two  years  to  improve  the  pro- 
cess by  which  students  obtain 
housing  for  the  upcoming 
year. 

Dear  Westerner  Readers, 


P.P. 


Kowalski  Continued 

Professor  Siciliano 
says  that  Dean  Kowalski 's 
"vision  for  having  a  faculty 
committed  to  teaching,  but 
also  dedicated  to  scholarly  re- 
search in  their  fields"  is  what 
not  only  propelled  her  own 
career  but  also  the  mission  of 
the  College.  "Dean  Kowalski 
has  positioned  us  excellently 
for  moving  forward  and  has 
opened  a  lot  of  doors,  which 
will  make  my  job  a  lot  easier," 
says  Siciliano. 

Demonstrating  his 


Three  revisions  were 
made  to  the  former  paper  ver- 
sion of  the  housing  applica- 
tion: 1)  messaging  system,  2) 
best  match  feature,  and  3)  pri- 
ority ranking  score. 

The  messaging  system 
allows  for  students  to  connect 
with  each  other  in  HMA.  The 
best  match  feature's  purpose  is 
to  help  students  locate  similar 
students.  The  priority  ranking 
score  depends  on  the  CPA. 
credits  completed,  and  other 
factors. 

Not  all  students  are 
impressed  with  the  new  online 
system.  McGrath  mentioned 
that  seniors  complained  about 
not  getting  into  Evergreen. 

Unfortunately,  Ever- 
green houses  approximately 
180  students;  whereas  the  pop- 


dedication  to  students  and  the 
good  of  the  College,  Dean 
Kowalski  consistently  fol- 
lowed a  guiding  principle  of 
doing  "what's  in  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  students." 

Remarking  on  his  ex- 
periences at  the  College  in  a 
recent  interview  with  WNEK 
105.1  FM  campus  radio,  Kow- 
alski said,  "Western  New  Eng- 
land College  has  always  been 
close  to  my  heart,  and  hope- 
fiilly  I've  helped  it  grow  and 
it  will  continue  to  grow.  It's  a 
fine  place  and  it's  been  a  won- 
derful ride." 


ulation  of  seniors  at  the  Col- 
lege peaks  at  approximately 
250  smdents. 

Stephanie  Margolis,  a 
sophomore  at  the  College,  ex- 
perienced some  of  the  difficul- 
ties associated  with  utilizing 
the  HMA  system.  She  pointed 
out  that  the  HMA  system  did 
not  allow  her  and  her  friend  to 
select  a  room  that  is  planned  to 
house  four  people. 

She  has  been  strug- 
gling to  find  two  other  room- 
mates. According  to  Margolis. 
"1  ended  up  wasting  all  last 
night  calling  and  contacting 
potential  people,  and  still  have 
nothing  to  show  for  the  ef- 
forts." 

Her  attempts  to  find 
compatible  roommates  by  us- 
ing the  best  match  feature  also 


failed.  She  noticed  that  people 
who  were  compatible  with  her, 
but  had  already  had  housing 
plans  still  showed  up  on  her 
search  results. 

Margolis  has  sugges- 
tions for  the  improvement  of 
HMA.  "What  happened  to  be- 
ing able  to  be  put  in  an  apart- 
ment and  just  sticking  two 
transfer  student  in  our  apart- 
ment or  something?"  Margolis 
wonders. 

Another  solution  is  to 
make  the  search  results  for  the 
best  match  feature  to  include 
only  those  smdents  who  are 
still  searching  for  roommates. 

DON  T  FORGET 

The  Last  day  to  Register  for 
housing  using  HMA  is 
Sunday,  May  7 


Today  (April  18,  2006)  I  learned  of  an  incident  on  the  cam- 
pus that  occurred  lasi  night  between  10:30  and  II  p.m..  I  was  not 
happy  to  learn  of  this  event  through  other  students  on  campus. 

It  upsel  me  to  learn  that  three  separate  but  connected  inci- 
dents managed  to  occur  under  the  supposedly  watchful  eyes  of  our 
Campus  Police.  What  good  is  it  if  they  have  all  those  cameras  and 
don't  use  them.  Where  was  public  safety  when  a  girl  was  assaulted 
and  abducted  on  her  short  walk  from  her  car  to  her  evergreen  apart- 
ment? 

Where  were  they  when  another  girl  was  held  at  knife  point 
INSIDE  her  gateway  apartment?  Where  were  they  when  the  same 
person  broke  into  another  apartment  and  stole  two  laptops? 

Were  they  too  busy  writing  parking  tickets,  or  following  the 
dominoes  guy  thinking  "Hey,  let's  follow  the  guy  who's  obviously 
here  tor  a  reason,  rather  than  the  one  on  camera  assaulting  some- 
one..." 

I  believe  this  school  needs  better  security  staff  and  more 
people  paying  attention  to  the  cameras.  I  think  that  Western  New 
England  College  needed  this  last  week  too.  these  incidents  should 
not  have  had  to  happen  for  what  we  as  people  deserve,  it  should  have 
always  been  safer.  Is  it  asking  loo  much  to  be  safe  on  this  campus? 
And  one  last  note:  WNEC  ISNT  A  BUBBLE  IN  THE  MIDDLE  OF 
SPRINGFIELD.  This  kind  of  thing  should  have  been  expected  not 
looked  forward  to  but  expected  all  the  same. 


Students  Arrested  in 
Drug  Raid 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 


Springfield  Police  ar- 
rested 7  individuals,  including 
5  WNEC  Students  on  Tuesday, 
April  25  as  part  of  a  drug  raid. 

WNEC  students  ar- 
rested were  Randy  Gumlaw. 
Mark  Chalker.  Christopher 
Lavin,  Matthew  Koncelik,  and 
Daniel  Periowitz.  All  of  the  in- 
dividuals listed  104  Leilch  St. 
as  their  local  address. 

Also  arrested  were 
Wesley  Gumlaw  and  Bizian 
Usobiaga,  both  from  Spring- 
field. 

Police  entered  the 
apartment  at  104  Leitch  St.  at 
around  10  p.m.  af^er  obtaining 
a  search  warrant. 

They  seized  68  grams 
of  cocaine,  six  large  bags  of 
marijuana,  54  bags  of  marijua- 
na packaged  for  sale,  as  well 
as  marijuana  plants  and  grow- 
ing equipment.  Also  seized 
was  $3000  in  cash. 

The  suspects  were  ar- 
raigned in  Springfield  Disfrict 
Court  on  Wednesday,  April  26. 
All  pled  innocent  to  charges  of 
trafficking  cocaine,  marijuana 
distribution,  and  violating  a 
drug-free  school  zone. 

If  convicted,  the  sus- 


lO-i  Leiich  Street,  Springfield. 


pects  face  a  minimum  penalty 
of  7  years  in  jail. 

Police  began  investi- 
gating the  location  after  com- 
plaints from  neighbors  about 
unusually  high  traffic  volumes 
coming  and  going  from  the 
house. 

Springfield  police 
spokesman  Sgt.  John  Delaney 
said  "the  customers  seemed 
to  be  primarily  college  stu- 
dents." 

The  apartment  at  104 
Leitch  St.  has  a  dedicated 
group  on  Facebook  (www. 
facebook.com).  The  group  de- 
scription states  a  mission  of 
"sex.  drugs,  and  rock  'n'  roll 
for  years  to  come." 

The  website  also 
makes  a  reference  to  getting 
"high  when  you  walk  in." 
Lavin  was  named  an  officer 
of  the  group,  and  Periowitz 
was  listed  as  the  group  cre- 
ator. Both  students  have  since 
removed  their  names  from  the 
group. 

Pre  Trial  Conferenc- 
es are  set  for  May  18  in  the 
Springfield  District  Court. 
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Recent  Attacks  Should 
Serve  as  a  Wake  Up  Call 


Jonathan  O^Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

The  recent  attacks 
on  students  in  Evergreen  and 
Gateway  represent  a  failure  in 
the  security  procedures  here  at 
WNEC.  Had  proper  security 
measures  been  in  place,  these 
incidents  might  have  been 
avoided. 

In  an  April  21  state- 
ment to  students.  President 
Anthony  Caprio  heralded  the 
security  measures  on  campus. 
Caprio  stated  that  a  suspect 
was  arrested  "as  a  direct  result 
of  the  College's  surveillance 
camera  system. ..and  other  evi- 
dence secured." 

The  Springfield  Po- 
lice Department  disagrees. 
Their  statement  indicates  that 
the  suspect  was  apprehended 
because  of  a  lucky  break  on 
a  routine  traffic  stop  in  Long- 
meadow. 

Physical  evidence  tied 
suspect  Mikolaj  Leikowski 
to  the  scene  of  the  crime.  He 
was  not  captured  because  of 
evidence  obtained  ft-om  the 
WNEC  camera  system. 

At  best,  the  cameras 
may  have  provided  a  rough 
description  of  his  car.  Howev- 
er, the  cameras  did  absolutely 
nothing  to  prevent  the  attacks. 

If  anything,  the  events 
of  April  17  proved  the  inef- 
fectiveness of  the  surveillance 
system  here  at  WNEC.  If  the 
system  can't  prevent  crimes 
or  catch  people  in  the  act,  then 
the  system  is  useless  from  a 
safety  standpoint. 


A  few  days  after  the 
attacks,  I  took  a  walk  around 
Gateway  village  at  night.  I 
counted  no  less  than  22  street- 
lights that  were  not  fiinction- 
ing. 

Many  of  these  lights 
have  been  burned  out  since 
1  began  attending  classes  at 
WNEC  in  2004.  Some  of  them 
have  since  been  fixed,  but  only 
after  the  crimes  of  April  1 7. 

WNEC  Vice  President 
for  Marketing  and  External 
Affairs  Barbara  Campanella 
issued  a  statement  to  the  stu- 
dent body  on  April  19.  She 
referred  to  the  attacks  as  "the 
first  incident  of  this  type  in  the 
College's  history." 

Campanella's  attitude 
does  nothing  to  help  campus 
safety.  WNEC  is  vulnerable 
to  all  types  of  heinous  crimes, 
and  students  and  administra- 
tors need  to  act  accordingly. 

This  false  sense  of  se- 
curity is  the  reason  why  Public 
Safety  found  one  in  every  three 
Gateway  apartments  unlocked 


after  the  incident.  It  is  the  rea- 
son why  WNEC  believes  that 
a  video  surveillance  system 
is  enough  to  keep  the  campus 
safe. 

It  is  also  the  reason 
why  streetlights  in  Gateway 
have  been  burned  out  for  years 
and  not  replaced. 

We  are  located  on  an 
open  campus  in  the  middle  of 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  cit- 
ies in  the  nation.  WNEC  needs 
to  get  serious  about  security. 

If  it  means  we  need 
more  officers  on  duty  at  night, 
then  the  officers  should  be 
here. 

If  it  means  we  need  to 
upgrade  the  lighting  in  Gate- 
way, then  we  should  do  it. 

It's  time  for  the  Col- 
lege to  stop  spending  money 
having  the  marketing  depart- 
ment tell  people  how  safe  the 
WNEC  campus  is. 

WNEC  needs  to  step 
up  and  start  spending  the  mon- 
ey necessary  to  actually  pro- 
tect our  safety. 


A  well  built  bird's  nest  sits  inside 
A  number  of  streetlights  iveren  'l  w 


a  broken  light  fixture  in  Gateway, 
orking  on  the  night  of  the  attacks. 


Tis  the  Season  for 
Big  TV  Finales 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Contributing  Writer 


The  art  of  television  is  a  hobby  that  keeps  all  of  us  sane  when 
there  is  little  else  to  occupy  our  time.  Here's  a  look  at  several 
shows  that  will  be  bidding  farewell  this  spring  after  lengthy  and 
successftil  runs. 

"7th  Heaven"  (WB,  May  8,  8:00)  -  Ten  years  is  a  long  run  for 
any  television  series,  including  this  one.  Despite  the  announce- 
ment that  the  show  is  ending,  1  am  not  convinced  that  the  Cam- 
den family  of  "7th  Heaven"  is  ready  to  march  toward  the  pearly 
gates  just  yet.  The  show  is,  and  has  been  since  1998,  the  most 
watched  show  on  the  WB  network.  1  will  admit  that  the  last  few 
years  have  been  different  ft-om  the  early  ones,  but  people  are  still 
genuinely  interested  in  the  drama  that  surrounds  the  Camdens 
each  week.  There  is  new  talk  of  bringing  7th  Heaven  back  for 
one  more  season,  but  regardless,  all  seven  Camden  children  will 
be  together  once  again  for  the  "series"  finale,  which  will  focus 
on  Simon's  wedding  day.  And  yes  -  Jessica  Biei  will  be  return- 
ing as  Mary  for  the  first  time  in  three  years. 

"That  70's  Show"  (FOX.  May  1 8,  8:00)  -  Given  the  title,  we  all 
knew  that  this  show  would  not  last  forever,  especially  consider- 
ing these  final  episodes  are  set  in  1979.  "That  70's  Show"  has 
seen  several  characters  come  and  go;  most  notably  the  exodus 
this  season  of  Ashton  Kutcher  and  Topher  Grace  as  Michael  Kel- 
so and  Eric  Forman  respectively.  So,  be  sure  to  catch  the  200th 
episode  entitled  "That  70s  Finale"  which  Michael  and  Eric  will 
both  be  a  part  of.  And  while  you're  at  it,  you  can  join  the  gang 
while  they  ring  in  the  80's. 

"Will  and  Grace"  (NBC,  May  18.  9:00)  -1  see  this  cast  as  one 
of  the  best  sitcom  ensembles  in  television  history.  Given  that 
the  ratings  are  significantly  down  the  last  few  years  -  following 
the  cancellation  of  "Friends"-  and  the  irritating  use  of  too  many 
celebrities  (a  la  Janet  Jackson,  Britney  Spears  and  Madonna), 
"Will  and  Grace"  will  unfortunately  be  heading  back  into  the 
closet  soon.  Things  I  will  miss  include  the  habitual  mention- 
ing of  Karen's  never-seen  hubby  Stan.  Jack's  flamboyant  antics, 
and  everyone's  hysterical  one-liners.  To  whet  your  appetite  for 
the  finale,  the  following  will  be  answered:  Will  Jack  find  some- 
one who  loves  him  as  much  as  he  loves  himself?  Do  Will  and 
Grace  have  what  it  takes  to  raise  a  child  together  fi*om  a  platonic 
fi-iendship?  And  will  carefree  Karen  find  happiness  following 
the  loss  of  Stan? 


Sexual  Assault  Continued 

Senate  President,  Jessica  Vo- 
gel. 

"A  lot  of  students 
underestimate  the  power  of 
student  senate,  but  we  need 
general  student  support,"  said 
Vogel. 

Student  Senate,  Resi- 
dence Life,  and  Public  Safety 
will  meet  to  discuss  some  of 
the  grievances  and  improve- 
ments of  security  that  can  be 
made  later  this  week,  followed 
by  a  nighttime  walking  tour  to 
demonstrate  how  some  areas 


of  the  campus  could  make  stu- 
dents apprehensive. 

In  reaction  to  the  as- 
sault, the  school  is  addressing 
additions  that  could  better  se- 
cure the  WNEC  campus. 

Although  Barnes 
feels  confident  in  the  cameras 
around  campus.  Public  Safety 
is  looking  into  an  improved, 
state-of-the-art  hardware  up- 
grade. A  plan  to  gate  off  Gate- 
way at  certain  hours  so  that 
all  cars  would  have  to  pass 
through  a  security  checkpoint 
to  enter  the  complex  is  also 
under  consideration. 


Public  Safety  cur- 
rently has  6  officers  patrolling 
between  8  p.m.  and  7  a.m.  (2 
more  than  usual),  along  with  a 
number  of  residence  life  staff 
keeping  watch.  The  addition  of 
a  dispatch  program  allows  for 
fiall  time  dispatchers  to  wait 
for  emergency  calls  as  well. 

Aside  from  improve- 
ments on  campus  and  beefed 
up  security,  students  are  rec- 
ommended to  take  their  per- 
sonal security  more  seriously. 

After  the  reports  that  a 
man  with  a  knife  had  broken 
into  the  Gateway  apartments. 


Public  Safety  found  that  1/3  of 
apartments  were  left  unlocked. 
When  speaking  to  students, 
some  admitted  that  they  do  in 
fact  walk  alone  around  campus 
at  night  and  leave  their  doors 
unlocked  for  short  periods  of 
time  now  and  again. 

To  the  fiiistration  of 
staff  and  administrators,  doors 
to  traditional  housing  could  be 
seen  propped  open  less  than 
a  week  after  the  incident  oc- 
curred, inviting  anyone  from 
the  Springfield  community  to 
let  themselves  in. 

"I  think  up  until  the 


time  the  person  was  caught, 
it  was  a  wake  up  call.  The 
genera!  public,  survivors,  and 
parents  can  get  a  false  sense  of 
security.  We  are  ecstatic  this 
person  was  caught,  but  there 
are  still  dangers  out  there," 
said  Hill. 

Students  can  do  their 
part  to  make  a  change  as  well, 
said  Vogel.  Students  are  also 
asked  to  report  potential  haz- 
ards to  Public  Safety  and  fa- 
cilities. 

"Everyone  needs  to 
take  an  interest  in  the  commu- 
nity,"  said  Hill.  
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COLLEGE  LIFE 


Spring  Jam  '06 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  m-i  let- 
Kyle  Lewis  was 
sprawled  out  on  the  couch 
while  Tim  Rogner  hung  back 
in  the  comer  smoking  a  ciga- 
rette. They  looked  exhausted: 
as  well  they  should  after  just 
finishing  their  set  at  the  WNEC 
Spring  Jam. 

Lewis  and  Rogner  of 
Allister  were  backstage  last 
Friday  night  letting  off  some 
steam  after  their  high-energy 
performance.  Pleased  with 
themselves,  they  remarked 
how  well  the  show  had  gone 
and  discussed  how  they've 
kept  busy  lately. 

"We're  not  really  on 
tour  right  now.  We  just  got  off 
lour  with  Mest,"  said  Lewis. 
Allister  is  in  between  gigs  vis- 
iting colleges,  writing  songs, 
and  promoting  their  latest  re- 
lease Before  the  Blackout. 

Rogner  related  some 
difficulties  and  setbacks  with 
distribution.  "We've  had  some 
marketing  problems,  so  you 


can't  really  find  it  in  stores," 
said  Rogner.  "But  it's  still 
available  online  to  buy.  Kids 
are  finding  it  somehow." 

When  asked  how  he 
felt  about  fans  downloading 
their  music,  Rogner  merely 
gave  a  shrug.  He  wasn't  con- 
cerned about  how  fans  got  the 
record  as  long  as  they  found 
some  means  to  hear  it. 

Rogner  formed  Allis- 
ter in  his  junior  of  high  school 
in  "95  with  the  original  guitar 
player.  However,  Lewis  joined 
the  band  only  a  few  years  prior 
to  today. 

"At  one  point  we  were 
called  Fall  Out  Boy  before  we 
ever  starting  calling  ourselves 
Allister,"  said  Rogner.  "We 
had  never  met  them  then,  but 
we  know  them  now.  They're 
great  guys."  It  wouldn't  be  un- 
til the  fall  of  '96  that  the  band 
would  officially  perform  under 
the  name  Allister. 

According  to  press  re- 
leases on  the  website,  Rogner 
was  battling  issues  with  al- 
coholism. Rogner  gave  a  wry 
laugh  at  the  reference  and  sim- 


WNEC  students  (bottom  left)  rock  out  to  Dashboard  Confessional  (right,  lop  leji)  in  ih..  [Ill  l  <'>i  ir>  il  -  X 
Chicago  punk  band  Allister  opened  for  Rahzel  and  Dashboard  Conjcssionai. 

ginnings  doing  their  own  self-  strong  urban  music  roots.  Rah- 
promoting  and  booking. 

"This  is  100%  the 
best  job  ever.  If  we  ever  have 
to  stop  doing  this  we'll  be  so 
f***ing  pissed,"  said  Rogner 


Top:  Rahzel  Lays  down  a  heal  at  Spring  Jam  '06 
Bottom:  Dashboard  Confessional  was  this  year  s  headline  act 


ply  dismissed  as  a  marketing 
ploy. 

"Yea  that  kind  of  got 
played  up  too  much.  1  remem- 
ber reading  that  and  telling  the 
P.R.  guys  it  wasn't  really  like 
that,  but  it's  up  there,  so  there's 
that." 

Lewis  and  Rogner 
reminisced  of  past  tours  and 
rabid  debauchery.  To  name 
a  few,  Rogner  and  Lewis  de- 
scribed throwing  TV's  and 
microwaves  out  of  windows, 
ridiculous  after  show  parties, 
and  nights  out  on  the  town  in 
foreign  countries  that  include 
France,  Germany,  Holland, 
England,  Belgium,  Scotland, 
and  Japan. 

"Scott  Murphy  (vo- 
cals and  bass)  actually  speaks 
Japanese  almost  fluently,"  said 
Rogner.  "He's  really  immersed 
himself  in  the  Japanese  culture. 
It's  fiinny,  no  matter  where 
we  go  he  always  finds  some 
Japanese  girls,  even  when  we 
were  in  Canada.  1  have  no  idea 
how." 

Allister  has  come 
quite  far  fi^om  their  humble  be- 


Later,  after  his  per- 
formance and  a  few  signed 
autographs,  Rahzel  slopped 
for  a  short  interview  and  some 
pizza. 

Rahzel  performed  his 
"5th  element"  performance, 
the  beat  box  last  Friday  night, 
but  is  also  known  for  his  con- 
tributions with  other  rappers 
and  is  also  a  member  of  The 
Roots. 

Rahzel  grew  up  in  the 
Bronx,  frequently  attending 
performances  by  Grandmaster 
Flash  and  acting  as  a  roadie  for 
Ultra  Magnetic  MCs. 

"That's  the  only  way  I 
got  into  clubs  for  free.  I'd  go 
up  and  say  "Yo!  I'll  carry  your 
bags  and  records,  just  let  me 
in,"  said  Rahzel. 

Cousin  to  Rahiem  of 
Grandmaster  Flash  and  the  Fu- 
rious 5,  Rahzel  grew  up  with 


zel  would  often  watch  rehears- 
als at  his  home  and  began  per- 
forming at  about  9  years  old. 

"Music  puts  you  in 
a  whole  'nother  space,"  said 
Rahzel. 

Growing  up,  Rahzel 
remembers  listening  to  Fat 
Boys  and  Doug  E.  Fresh,  and 
gives  credit  to  current  acts  such 
ash  Mos  Def,  Kanye  West,  and 
Busta  Rhymes  for  their  origi- 
nal styles. 

"I've  seen  hip  hop  go 
through  so  many  phases.  Now, 
it's  going  back  to  early  hip 
hop  with  dancers  and  a  more 
ftin  atmosphere.  The  dance 
side  mostly  isn't  very  creative; 
they  just  follow  what's  popu- 
lar. When  1  grew  up,  every- 
thing was  different.  Nothing 
sounded  the  same." 

Rahzel  went  on  to 
criticize  the  generic  and  for- 
mulaic nature  hip  hop  music 
has  fallen  into. 

"Everyone  follows  a 
trend — it's  gotten  so  corpo- 
rate. Everyone's  afraid  to  take 
risks,"  said  Rahzel. 
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Twenty  Questions  with  WNEC  Faculty 


Jessica  Swetky 

Contributing  Writer 


Three  different  professors  who  have  three 
different  areas  of  expertise  answer  the  same  twenty 
questions. 

The  three  professors  are  Carl  Fetteroll,  a 
math  professor,  John  S.  Baick,  a  history  professor, 
and  Lawrence  O'Brien,  an  English  professor.  Find 
out  the  differences  between  these  three  men  as  they 
answer  TWENTY  QUESTIONS. 


A  If  you  could  have  any  animal  as  a  pet.  what  would 
it  be? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  Cat 
John  S.  Baick:  Elephant 
Lawrence  O'Brien:  h"ish  wolfhound 

2.  What  movie  do  you  most  relate  to? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  *'My  Big  Fat  Greek  Wedding" 
John  S.  Baick:  "Annie  Hal!"  or  "Fight  Club" 
Lawrence  O'Brien:  "Dead  Poets  Society" 

3.  If  you  could  be  in  a  band  or  perform  with  a 
musician,  who  would  you  play  with? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  I  would  bring  back  Stevie  Ray 

Vaughn  and  play  with  him 

John  S.  Baick:  Bruce  Springsteen 

Lawrence  O'Brien:  The  Chieftains 

4.  Why  did  you  decide  to  become  a  professor? 
Carl  Fetteroll:  I  enjoy  working  with  students  who 
never  liked  Math  because  of  their  HS  teachers  but  at 
the  end  of  the  semester  think,  "Wow,  I  get  it!" 
John  S.  Baick:  Money,  glory,  and  power. 
Lawrence   O'Brien:    Love    of   literature  and 
teaching 

5.  Why  did  you  decide  to  focus  on  your  area  of 
expertise  (English,  Math.  History)? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  I  always  liked  to  do  math  problems 
because  they  had  a  clear,  black  and  white  solution 
when  you  were  done. 

John  S.  Baick:  "I  not  be  good  with  them  numbers 
or  them  words." 

Lawrence  O'Brien:  Reading  has  always  been  my 
favorite  pastime,  from  a  very  young  age. 

6.  If  you  could  go  anywhere  in  the  universe,  where 
would  you  go? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  Mt.  Everest  to  hike  it. 
John  S.  Baick:  Haley's  Comet 
Lawrence  O'Brien:  Ireland 

7.  If  you  were  on  deserted  island  and  could  only 
have  three  items  what  would  they  be? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  A  library  full  of  books,  several  pairs 
of  running  shoes,  and  an  Ipod. 
John  S.  Baick:  An  air  conditioner,  a  laptop,  and  a 
gun  with  one  bullet. 

Lawrence  O'Brien:  A  supply  of  matches,  a  knife, 
and  the  works  of  Dickens 


8.  What  did  you  want  to  be  when  you  were  a  kid? 
Carl  Fetteroll:  I  was  a  pitcher  in  Little  League  so 
I  thought  it  would  be  pretty  cool  to  be  pitching  for 
the  Red  Sox. 

John  S.  Baick:  A  baseball  player 
Lawrence  O'Brien:  Soldier  or  sailor 

9.  If  you  could  buy  any  landmark  what  would  you 
buy  and  why? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  There  is  a  statue  in  Concord 
commemorating  the  Battles  of  Lexington  and 
Concord  that  shows  a  farmer  headed  off  to  fight 
for  his  new  country.  That  would  have  been  me  in 
1775. 

John  S.  Baick:  Grand  Canyon  and  fill  it  up. 
Lawrence  O'Brien:  London  Bridge  -  because  of 
Dickens  and  Shakespeare,  my  two  favorite  authors 

1 0.  If  you  could  live  in  any  time  period  and  in  any 
place  of  the  world,  where  and  when  would  you 
live? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  I  would  live  in  the  US  before  the 
industrial  revolution  and  be  a  farmer.  To  live  off 
the  land  through  your  own  hard  work  would  be  very 
satisfying. 

John  S.  Baick:  Tenth  Century  Byzantium  because  it 
was  the  crucial  turning  point  of  history. 
Lawrence  O'Brien:  Colonial  New  England 

1 1 .  What  is  one  thing  you  want  to  experience  in 
life? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  Sky  diving...!  would  love  to  try 
that. 

John  S.  Baick:  To  read  a  weekly  issue  of  the 
"Westerner" 

Lawrence  O'Brien:  Travel  around  the  world 

12.  What  is  your  favorite  television  show? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  Specifically,  tlie  College  Football 
National  Championship  Game,  but  any  game  in  the 
fall  because  of  the  passion  and  the  pageantry  and  the 
fact  they  are  playing  for  their  schools,  not  for  a  big 
contract  yet. 

John  S.  Baick:  All  time  favorite  is  "The  Simpsons" 
but  favorite  now  is  "Everyone  Hates  Chris" 
Lawrence  O'Brien:  "Criminal  Minds" 

13.  Which  do  you  prefer:  driving,  flying,  riding  a 
train  or  taking  a  boat  when  traveling?  Why? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  Driving—it  allows  me  to  travel  at  my 
own  pace  and  stop  and  see  things  when  and  where 
I  want  to. 

John  S.  Baick:  Riding  a  train  because  it  helps  saves 
fuel  and  helps  break  our  addiction  to  fuel  that  our 
President  reminds  us  we  have. 
Lawrence  O'Brien:  Boat  for  its  leisure  and  luxury 

14.  If  you  could  paint  the  sky  any  color,  what  would 
you  paint  it  and  why? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  The  blue  of  a  perfect  summer  day. 
You  can't  beat  that. 

John  S.  Baick:  The  color  of  the  earth  so  people  will 
keep  falling  down. 

Lawrence  O'Brien:  Purple  and  red,  in  the  spirit  of 
Wallace  Stevens 


15.  What  is  one  material  item  you  can 't  live 
without? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  Running  shoes  -  1  would  go  nuts  if 
i  couldn't  go  out  for  a  run. 
John  S.  Baick:  Books 
Lawrence  O'Brien:  Computer 

16.  What  was  your  favorite  class  in  college  and 
why? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  Anatomy  and  Physiology  and  it  was 
because  of  the  teacher.  I  don't  even  remember  her 
name,  but  1  remember  her  passion  for  the  subject  and 
her  love  of  teaching.  She  made  a  class  that  wasn't 
even  in  my  major  fun. 

John  S.  Baick:  Contemporary  civilizations.  TTiere 
was  an  insane  amount  of  reading  and  an  insane 
teacher. 

Lawrence  O'Brien:  Philosophy  of  Religion:  it 
opened  my  eyes  to  different  religious  beliefs 

17.  What  is  one  of  the  weirdest  things  thai  has 
happened  while  you  were  teaching? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  I  once  had  two  girls  show  up  for 
the  Final  Exam  who  I  had  never  seen  before  then!  I 
thought  that  they  must  be  having  a  bad  dream  where 
they  skip  the  entire  semester  and  then  show  up  for 
the  final,  but  then  find  out  it  is  for  real!  But.  it  turns 
out  they  were  just  confijsed. 

John  S.  Baick:  The  building  was  emptied  because 
of  a  bomb  threat.  (Did  not  happen  at  WNEC) 
Lawrence  O'Brien:  As  school  newspaper  advisor, 
having  all  copies  of  one  issue  confiscated  by 
disgruntled  faculty  member  who  claimed  he  was 
misquoted.  I  got  all  the  papers  back. 

18.  Do  you  have  a  hobby?  If  yes.  what  is  it? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  As  you  can  probably  guess  fi^om 
my  desert  island  picks,  I  love  reading,  running  and 
music. 

John  S.  Baick:  Sleeping 

Lawrence  O'Brien:  Collecting  old  toys  and  comic 
books,  playing  guitar 

/  9.  Is  there  one  brand  of  pen  that  you  HA  VE  to  use? 
If  yes  what  is  it? 

Carl  Fetteroll:  No,  as  a  matter  of  fact  1  am  usually 

borrowing  pens  ft^om  my  students  just  to  do 

attendance. 

John  S.  Baick:  No 

Lawrence  O'Brien:  No  comment 

20.  Who  is  your  inspiration  and  why? 
Carl  Fetteroll:  Jean  Driscoll,  who  has  won  the 
Boston  Marathon  more  times  (8)  than  anyone.  She 
was  bom  with  spina  bifida  and  is  confined  to  a 
wheelchair,  yet  overcame  all  that  to  not  only  enter 
Boston,  but  to  race  the  26.2  miles  in  a  wheelchair 
and  win  the  race  8  times.  Best  of  all,  she  is  a  really 
nice  person. 

John  S.  Baick:  Job  [fi-om  the  bible]  because  he  was 
the  ideal  student  and  never  complained. 
Lawrence  O'Brien:  Thomas  Merlon,  I  admire  his 
spiritual  quest  and  poetry. 
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Administration  Setting  Sights  on  University  Status 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  IVriter 

Western  New  England 
College  may  attain  the  desig- 
nation of  a  university  as  early 
as  2009  said  the  Academic  Af- 
fairs Provost,  Dr.  Jerry  Hirsch. 

Students  may  remem- 
ber President  Caprio's  inter- 
view with  WNEK  105.1  FM 
last  February  when  he  admitted 
interest  in  changing  WNEC  to 
a  university.  The  change  would 
be  in  the  college's  best  inter- 
est of  remaining  competitive 
with  other  schools  that  have 
recently  become  universities, 
said  Caprio. 

"It's  something  we've 
been  looking  at  for  a  good 
number  of  years.  The  question 
is  whether  we  should,"  said 
Hirsch.  However,  receiving 
the  title  of  a  university  is  much 
more  difficult  in  Massachu- 
setts than  most  other  states. 

Most  states  have  rela- 
tively straightforward  criteria 
such  as  a  certain  amount  of  stu- 
dents, and  they  don't  require 
anything  more  than  under- 
graduate programs.  However, 
the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Higher  Education  requires 
schools  to  offer  at  least  2  doc- 
toral programs  in  order  to  be 
considered  universities. 

WNEC  has  already 
passed  the  proposal  for  a  doc- 
toral program  in  applied  be- 
havior analysis  for  psychology 


students.  This  program  would 
work  together  with  the  New 
England  Center  for  Children; 
an  institution  to  study  and 
aid  autism  in  children,  said 
Hirsch. 

"If  we  do  this,  we're 
trying  to  do  it  with  the  least 
effect  on  campus...  We  don't 
want  it  to  chew  up  a  lot  of 
money,"  said  Hirsch.  "It's  got 
to  be  something  that  makes 
sense  for  us  as  an  institution." 

This  is  exactly  what 
the  psychology  program  does 
since  it  won't  require  new  fa- 
cilities or  research  costs.  The 
major  question  now  and  what 
is    impeding  administrators 


from  embracing  this  action  is 
deciding  what  the  second  pro- 
gram should  be. 

Administrators  have 
been  searching  for  answers 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  law 
school's  Juris  Doctor  Degree 
would  count  as  the  second 
doctoral  program.  Hirsch  has 
been  told  verbally  that  the  De- 
partment of  Higher  Education 
would  probably  not  allow  the 
degree  to  count,  but  nothing 
has  been  submitted  in  writing. 

Meanwhile,  students 
have  been  left  to  consider  the 
possible  effects  a  change  of 
title  could  have.  When  apply- 
ing to  college,  students  say 


they  never  really  knew  the  dif- 
ference between  a  college  and 
university. 

WNEC  Junior  Jeff 
Tate  said  he  actively  chose  to 
pick  smaller  colleges  because 
he  had  the  preconception  that 
Universities  were  usually  larg- 
er. However,  he  confessed  he 
never  knew  the  real  difference 
until  recently. 

Although  students  ad- 
mit they  did  not  know  the  dif- 
ference or  chose  their  school 
on  the  basis  of  a  college  or 
university  title,  Hirsch  be- 
lieves and  some  students  stat- 
ed that  their  parents  had  some 
concerns. 


The  WNEC  admitUslrali 


■fling  their  sights  un  obtaining  university  status  for  the  College. 


"Many  of  our  normal 
competitors  have  obtained 
university  status,  and  of  all 
those  people  we're  the  ones 
who  are  most  like  a  university, 
not  them.  But  we  live  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Massachusetts 
has  regulations  about  naming 
yourself  a  university,"  said 
President  Caprio  in  his  WNEC 
FM  interview. 

Those  competitors  are 
schools  such  as  Roger  Wil- 
liams, Quinnipiac,  and  Salva 
Regina  who  obtained  univer- 
sity status  with  their  state's  lax 
regulations. 

WNEC  administrators 
are  wrestling  over  the  issue  of 
how  it  will  affect  our  school's 
attraction  to  students  deciding 
where  to  go  after  high  school. 
Although  WNEC  may  be  able 
to  attract  more  students,  there 
is  fear  of  losing  the  traditional 
WNEC  student  type. 

Current  students  have 
also  voiced  concerns.  "I'm  not 
sure  how  it  works.  Once  the 
name  changes,  did  1  graduate 
from  Western  New  England 
College  or  University?"  asks 
Tate. 

Western  New  Eng- 
land College  still  needs  to  go 
to  the  state  to  receive  NESC 
accreditation  for  its  psychol- 
ogy program.  WNEC  is  also 
in  the  process  of  modifying  its 
charter  to  allow  doctoral  pro- 
grams. This  action  also  must 
be  approved  by  the  state,  said 
Hirsch. 


WNEC  Sophomore  is  Also  a  United  States  Marine 


Charles  Cataldo 

Contributing  Writer 

When  the  spring 
semester  ended  early  in  May  of 
2005,  the  students  of  Western 
New  England  College  looked 
forward  to  a  laid  back,  carefree 
summer  vacation. 

Summer,  of  course,  is 
a  time  to  relax,  forget  about 
your  troubles,  go  to  parties, 
and  visit  the  beach.  This, 
however,  was  not  the  case  for 
one  particular  student. 

Brody  Savoie,  a 
sophomore  at  WNEC,  joined 
the  U.S.  Marine  Corp  in  the 
spring  of  2005  and  spent  his 


summer  not  at  the  beach  or 
partying  with  friends,  but  with 
fellow  recruits  on  Paris  Island, 
South  Carolina,  the  location 
of  the  Marines  Corps  Recruit 
Depot  (a.k.a.  boot  camp). 

To  become  a  Marine, 
Savoie  had  to  complete  the 
most  difficult  recruit  training 
in  the  country,  if  not  the  world. 
"Recruit  training  is  unlike 
anything  I  can  think  of,"  said 
Savoie. 

The  Marine  Corps' 
unique  approach  to  recruit 
training  separates  it  from  the 
other  branches  of  the  U.S. 
military.  For  example,  the 
U.S.  Army  puts  its  recruits 
through  nine  weeks  of  training 


while  wannabe  Marines  have 
to  stick  it  out  for  thirteen  long 
weeks. 

As  a  member  of  men's 
lacrosse  team  here  at  WNEC, 
Savoie  is  no  stranger  to  hard 
work  and  physical  pain,  but 
was  surprised  by  the  rigor 
of  recruit  training.  "You  can 
prepare  yourself  for  it,"  said 
Savoie.  "but  the  strain  that 
your  mind  and  body  goes 
through  is  unreal." 

Upon  completion  of 
recruit  training,  Savoie  was 
a  United  States  Marine.  The 
hardships  he  experienced 
during  training  have  provided 
him  with  a  greater  appreciation 
of  the  freedoms  we  enjoy  as 


Americans,  freedoms  that 
many  of  us  often  take  for 
granted. 

"After  going  through 
boot  camp,  you  just  have  more 
respect  for  everything  because 
you  know  what  its  like  to  have 
nothing,"  said  Savoie. 

Savoie  admits  that  it 
can  also  be  difficult  to  make 
the  transition  from  military 
life  to  civilian  life.  He  had  to 
replace  his  rifle  with  a  pencil, 
and  WNEC  professors  took 
the  place  of  Marine  Corps  drill 
instructors. 

"Adjusting  to  military 
life  is  very  hard  because  they 
are  two  completely  different 
lifestyles,"  said  Savoie.  "But. 


over  time  1  was  able  to  find  a 
median  between  the  two." 

Savoie  is  a  member 
of  the  Sixth  Motor  Transport 
Battalion  based  out  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and 
he  knows  that  he  must  always 
be  ready  for  deployment. 

He  has  heard  rumors 
that  his  unit  is  being  deployed 
to  Iraq  in  2007.  but  he  doesn't 
know  for  sure. 

When  I  asked  him  how 
he  felt  about  the  possibility  of 
going  to  war  he  responded 
without  hesitation.  "1  signed 
up  to  protect  our  country,  so 
1  am  prepared  to  be  deployed 
whenever  my  superior  officers 
say  so."  
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CIASS  OF  200 f 


Elizabeth  Smith 

Assistant  Editor 


Remember  the  old  Campus  Center? 


Seniors,  we  salute  you.  As  you  graduate  this  year,  you 
take  with  you  memories  of  Western  New  England  College 
that  no  other  class  will  have  experienced.  In  your  four  years 
here,  you  watched  many  changes  to  the  campus.  You  saw 
buildings  grow,  change,  and  appear  out  of  nowhere.  You 
witnessed  dramatic  updates  in  technology  and  food  service. 
Seniors,  The  Westerner  wishes  you  good  luck  with  your  fu- 
ture. Wherever  life  takes  you,  may  you  always  remember 
your  unique  and  historic  experience  at  Western  New  Eng- 
land College. 


The  new  improved  Campus  Center... 


Construction  began  in  2002  of  a  new  residence  hall. 


Commonwealth 
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SPORTS 


The  Westerner  is 
Looking  for 
Sports  Writers 

Write  about  WNEC  sports  or  your 

favorite  professional  team. 
Contact:  Thewestemersn@yahoo.com 


Yankees  Look  to 

Overcome 
Early  Troubles 


Diana  Sigona 

Staff"  Writer 


"The  Yankees  win... 
the  eh  eh  eh  Yankees  WIN!". 
I  think  it's  safe  to  say  on  be- 
half of  the  true  New  Yorkers 
and  the  hard  core  fans  here  at 
WNEC,  we  sure  do  miss  the 
famous  voice  of  Bobby  Mure- 
er  and  the  traditional  winning 
Hne  we're  used  to. 

Without  the  YES  Net- 
work, we're  forced  to  watch 
minimal  clips  of  the  Yan- 
kees on  Sportscenter  and  the 
Springfield  News,  which  is 
barely  interesting  at  a!l. 

It's  been  a  bumpy  start 
for  the  NY  Yankees,  but  this  is 
a  position  we've  been  in  for  a 
few  years  now. 

We  start  off  doing 
well,  hitting  like  monsters  and 
tearing  up  the  batting  averages 
for  the  American  League,  but 
we  can't  seem  to  get  on  a  path 
that  gives  us  hope  for  the  play- 
offs and  the  future. 

Don't  get  me  wrong. 


it  is  a  long  season  and  several 
changes  can  be  made,  but  I 
don't  see  much  hope  of  anoth- 
er era  of  the  NY  Yankees  dom- 
inating the  MLB  completely. 

With  the  highest  pay- 
roll in  the  MLB  and  the  most 
powerful  lineup,  pitching  is 
the  biggest  part  of  the  prob- 
lem. 

The  rotation  and  bull- 
pen used  to  be  our  strongest 
force,  and  our  bats  we're  at 
minimal  strength.  This  has 
definitely  been  reversed  over 
the  past  few  years. 

That  being  said,  the 
AL  East  is  certainly  well  with- 
in reach.  With  factors  like  the 
return  of  Roger  Clemens  still 
up  in  the  air,  the  division  could 
well  go  either  way. 

The  Yankees  and  the 
Sox  will  meet  19  times  again 
this  year  in  the  biggest  rivalry 
in  all  of  sports. 

These  games  promise 
to  be  charged  with  emotion, 
passion,  and  excitement.  In  the 
end,  though,  there  can  be  only 
one  winner. 


Foulke  Takes  on  New  Role 


Nick  Xouris 

Contributing  Writer 


As  Brad  Wilkerson 
swung  and  missed  at  Jonathan 
Papelbon's  95-mph  fastball, 
excitement  swept  across  Red 
Sox  Nation.  The  25-year-old 
right-hander  had  just  closed 
out  a  2-1  victory  over  the  Tex- 
as Rangers,  tossing  a  perfect 
ninth  inning  for  his  first  career 
major  league  save. 

The  most  telling  pitch- 
es of  the  game,  however,  were 
those  that  were  not  thrown. 

Keith  Foulke,  Bos- 
ton's $7.5  million  closer,  did 
not  even  take  a  warm-up  toss. 
In  just  the  third  game  of  the 
season,  the  changing  of  the 
guard  had  taken  place. 

Papelbon  looked  as 
good  as  any  Red  Sox  closer  has 
since  the  2004  playoffs,  The 
man  who  occupied  the  closer 
role  at  that  time?  Foulke. 

Foulke  was  arguably 
the  biggest  reason  why  the  Red 
Sox'  86-year  championship 
drought  came  to  an  end.  The 
2004  Boston  Red  Sox  were  a 
remarkable  story,  but  Foulke's 
individual  performance  is  of- 
ten overlooked. 

He  allowed  just  1  run 


for  Red  Sox 

over  1 4  innings  throughout 
the  postseason.  As  revered  as 
David  Ortiz  is  for  his  walk-off 
heroics  during  the  ALCS,  Big 
Papi  might  not  have  had  his 
chances  without  the  efforts  of 
Foulke. 

Less  than  two  years 
later,  it  seems  all  is  forgotten. 
Many  Red  Sox  fans  claimed 
that  the  players  on  the  cham- 
pionship team  that  ended  the 
drought  would  receive  lifetime 
passes  ft"om  the  Bostonian  neg- 
ativity. Coincidentally,  Foulke 
was  booed  routinely  in  2005. 

in  a  city  where  Johnny 
Damon  is  labeled  a  traitor  for 
signing  with  the  Yankees,  a 
double  standard  seemingly  ex- 
ists. Loyalty  is  expected  fi-om 
players,  but  fans  are  held  to  no 
such  standard. 

Wade  Boggs,  Roger 
Clemens,  Mo  Vaughn,  Nomar 
Garciaparra,  Pedro  Martinez, 
and  other  Red  Sox  greats  are 
remembered  more  for  their 
fallout  with  the  organization 
than  for  their  accomplishments 
in  the  Boston  uniform.  Sadly, 
Foulke  appears  to  be  headed 
down  a  similar  path. 

Foulke  put  his  body  on 
the  line  to  bring  a  champion- 
ship to  Boston.  There  is  a  good 
chance  that  his  kiiee  problems 


in  2005  resulted  fi"om  being 
overworked  in  the  2004  play- 
offs. For  Red  Sox  fans  to  be 
insensitive  after  what  Foulke 
accomplished  is  disgracefUi. 
These  injuries  may  cause  him 
to  never  be  the  same  again, 
and  yet  nobody  seems  to  care. 

Thank  you  for  every- 
thing you  accomplished,  #29. 
Maybe  if  blood  was  seeping 
through  >'«»r  uniform  that  Oc- 
tober, you,  too,  would  have 
received  the  lifetime  pass  that 
you  so  rightfully  deserve. 

As  for  now,  Francona 
and  Epstein  have  a  responsi- 
bility to  get  this  team  back  to 
the  World  Series.  Foulke  can 
still  be  an  integral  part  of  this 
pitching  staff,  but  it  doesn't 
necessarily  have  to  be  as  clos- 
er. 

His  past  success 
leaves  no  reason  to  believe 
that  his  career  is  finished.  Re- 
gardless, whoever  is  throwing 
the  ball  best  deserves  to  be  the 
one  standing  on  the  mound  at 
the  end  of  games. 

Whether  Foulke  ever 
recaptures  his  former  stuff  or 
not,  let's  hope  Francona  makes 
the  right  decision. 

For  what  it's  worth.  I 
hear  this  Papelbon  kid  actually 
throws  pretty  hard, 


7  WNEC  slUfienis  won  the  opporiumly  to  play  a  game  at  Fenway  Park  as  a  pan  <>/  t/ie  "H'if(/e  Your  Way  la 
Fenway"  louniamenl.  PieliireJ  (from  left)  are  junior  Scoll  BuUis.  sophomore  Man  Murphy,  seniors  Tim 
Turoczv.  Jim  Mealy.  Roh  Crouse.  Evan  Whitman,  and  Nate  Lemoine. 
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Baick  named  Professor  of  the  Year 


Elissa  Jacobs 

Staff  Writer 


Every  year,  WNEC 
students,  faculty,  and  staff 
choose  one  professor  to  be 
honored  as  "Professor  of  the 
Year." 

After  being  a  nomi- 
nee for  the  past  three  years, 
the  winner  for  the  2005-2006 
academic  year  was  Dr.  John  S. 
Baick. 

Baick's  areas  of  ex- 
pertise are  modem  U.S.  histo- 
ry, East  Asian  history,  and  ur- 
ban history.  He  also  comments 
often  on  domestic  and  foreign 
politics. 

After  being  nominated 
for  three  straight  years,  he  de- 
scribes the  honor  as  a  "relief 
because  he  "felt  someone  was 
playing  a  joke  on  [him]." 

According  to  David 
Stawasz,  WNEC  Publicity 
Coordinator.  Baick  was  "sur- 
prised" to  win  the  award. 

"Not  only  is  he  an  out- 
standing  teacher  in  the  class- 


room.  Dr.  Baick  goes  out  of 
his  way  to  assist  students  In 
a  variety  of  ways,  including 
his  involvement  in  the  Honors 
Program,  the  Circle  of  Omi- 
cron  Delta  Kappa  (the  national 
leadership  honor  society),  and 
everyday  interactions  through- 
out campus,"  says  the  market- 
ing department. 

Last  year,  Baick 
played  a  key  role  in  the  week- 
end committee's  "WNEC 
Idol,"  the  Campus  Activities 
Board's  "Last  Comic  Stand- 
ing," and  the  bowling  team's 
comedy  fiondraiser.  All  of 
these  events  earned  praise  for 
Baick  around  the  campus. 

Junior  history  major 
Danielle  Peterson  believes  that 
Professor  Baick  was  well  de- 
serving of  the  award  because 
he  knows  his  students  person- 
ally and  no  matter  how  many 
students  he  has,  he  remembers 
and  acknowledges  them. 

One  of  Baick's  advi- 
sees, senior  history  major  Irina 
Smotrich.  says  that  "his  teach- 


DrJohn  S.  Baick  (left)  is  congralulaled  by  ColL-gc  Prcsulciii  Dr. 
Anthony  S.  Caprio  after  being  named  "Professor  oj  the  Year.  "  Pholo 

courtesy  of  David  Stawasz.  WNEC  Marketing  Department. 
ing  style  is  incredibly  unique,    England  College  population  is 


School  of  Business 
Names  Siciliano  Dean 


Jeff  Lee 

Staff  Writer 


Beginning  in  July 
2006,  Dr.  Julie  Siciliano  as- 
sumed the  role  of  Dean  of  the 
Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Business.  Siciliano 
has  been  with  the  College 
since  1984,  serving  in  various 
positions  including  Professor 
of  Management  and  Assistant 
Vice  President  for  Academic 
Affairs. 

Dr.  Siciliano,  who 
teaches  the  capstone  strate- 
gic management  course  at  the 
graduate  and  undergraduate 
level,  has  embraced  her  new 
responsibilities  in  the  School 
of  Business  and  is  excited 
about  the  future  of  the  Col- 
lege. 

She  cites  the  recent  ac- 
creditation by  the  Association 
to  Advance  Collegiate  Schools 


Dr.  Julie  Siciliano,  new  Dean  of 

the  School  of  Business. 
of  Business  (AACSB),  a  pres- 
tigious international  organiza- 
tion promoting  "excellence 
and  continuous  improvement 
in  undergraduate  and  graduate 
education,"  as  a  major  factor 
in  encouraging  a  successftil 
future  for  the  School  of  Busi- 
ness. 

Siciliano   has  orga- 
nized a  leadership  team  con- 
Continued  on  PaRe  2 


and  that  makes  him  an  awe- 
some professor  and  advisor." 

The  "Professor  of  the 
Year"  is  chosen  through  a  pro- 
cess where  the  student  body  is 
asked  to  nominate  professors 
who  utilize  creative  course  de- 
velopment, unique  methods  of 
teaching,  and  display  campus 
leadership. 

After  the  nominees 
are  gathered,  the  Western  New 


solicited  to  vote  for  which  of 
the  final  nominees  they  believe 
best  represents  those  qualities. 

Also  nominated  this 
year  were  Dr.  Steven  Northrup, 
Professor  of  Electrical  Engi- 
neering, Dr  Ali  Rafieymehr, 
Professor  of  Computer  Sci- 
ence, Dr.  Sharianne  Walker, 
Professor  of  Sports  Manage- 
ment, and  Dr.  Jeffrey  Yu,  Pro- 
fessor  of  English.  


College  to  Announce 
Funding  Campaign 


Anna  Yazhbin  and 
Jonathan  O^Hara 

Staff  Writers 


This  fall.  "Transfor- 
mations," the  largest  fundrais- 
ing  campaign  in  Western  New 
England  College  history  will 
be  launched. 

At  12:30  p.m.  on  Tues- 
day. September  19.  the  Office 
of  Advancement  will  conduct 
a  program  to  introduce  the 
campaign  to  faculty,  staff,  stu- 
dents, and  the  public. 

Following  the  pro- 
gram, there  will  be  a  recep- 
tion at  4  p.m.  to  dedicate  the 
Delbridge  Welcome  Center, 
named  in  honor  of  the  Trustee 
and  Campaign  Cochair  Kevin 
Delbridge. 

The  College  has  de- 
clined to  provide  any  ftirther 
information  regarding  the  pro- 
gram,  adopting  a  "wait  and 


see"  approach. 

"We  believe  that  it 
is  important  to  create  a  buzz 
for  the  event."  said  Germaine 
Lang,  Assistant  Director  of 
Alumni  and  Advancement 
Communications  in  a  recent 
email,  "but  to  go  into  detail 
about  the  nature  of  the  Cam- 
paign at  this  point  would  un- 
dermine the  impact  the  public 
launch  is  intended  to  make." 

Lang  added,  "At  the 
event  there  will  be  materi- 
als available  diat  explain  the 
meaning  behind  the  Cam- 
paign, the  main  objectives  of 
the  Campaign,  and  the  success 
of  the  Leadership  Phase  to 
date." 

Campaign  organiz- 
ers have  provided  no  word  on 
what  (he  campaign  money  will 
be  used  for.  There  is  also  no 
word  on  whether  the  campaign 
will  affect  ftiture  tuition  rates. 


NEWS 

Dell  Recalls 
Laptop  Batteries 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 


On  August  14,  2006, 
Dell  Computer  Inc.  announced 
a  voluntary  recall  for  some  4. 1 
million  laptop  computer  bat- 
teries. 

Under  certain  condi- 
tions, the  batteries  may  over- 
heat, causing  a  fire  hazard.  Six 
units  have  overheated  so  far, 
causing  property  damage  but 
no  injuries. 

The  recall  includes 
Latitude,  Inspiron.  XPS,  and 
Precision  Mobile  Worksta- 
tion computers  that  were  all 
equipped  with  Dell  branded 
lithium-ion  batteries  manu- 
factured by  Sony.  They  were 
shipped  to  customers  between 
April  1,  2004  and  July  18. 


2006. 

Customers  should  visit 
www.dellbatteryprogram.com 
to  check  their  battery's  serial 
numbers  to  see  if  it  needs  to  be 
replaced.  Customers  may  also 
call  Dell  toll  free  at  866-342- 
01 1 1  for  more  information. 

If  a  customer  has  one 
of  the  recalled  batteries,  they 
are  advised  to  shut  down  their 
computers  immediately  and 
remove  the  battery  pack.  The 
computers  can  then  be  safely 
operated  on  AC  power.  A  new 
battery  can  be  ordered  from 
Dell  free  of  charge. 

Dell  officials  have 
stressed  the  fact  that  the  prob- 
lem stems  from  an  error  in  bat- 
tery production.  The  problem 
is  not  with  the  laptop  technol- 
ogy itself  Only  batteries,  not 
entire  computers,  are  being  re- 
called. 

The  recall  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  history  and  affects 
about  twenty  percent  of  the 
laptops  produced  during  that 
time  period. 

The  error  is  expected 
to  cost  Sony,  the  battery  manu- 
facturer, around  $430  million. 


Campus  Events 


CAB  Comedy  Presents: 

Christian  Finnegan 


Christian  Finnegan  is  a  comedian  and  actor  from  New  York  City 
He  is  currently  a  panelist  on  the  VHl  show  "Best  Week  Ever.  "  and 
is  known  to  many  fans  for  his  role  as  Chad,  the  only  white  roommate 
on  the  infamous  Chappelte  's  Show  "Mad  Real  World"  sketch.  Photo 
courtesy  of  www.chrislianfinnegan.com. 

Friday,  Sept.  1  @  8  pm  in  Rivers 


Drive-In  Movies 


Click 
Mission  Impossible  3 

Saturday,  Sept.  2  @  8  pm 

Commonwealth  Lawn  (rain  location:  Rivers) 


"Sicitiano  "  continued 
sisting  of  Dr.  Marilyn  Pelosi, 
Associate  Dean,  Dr.  Harlan 
Spots,  MBA  Program  Direc- 
tor, and  Dr.  John  Coulter,  MSA 
Program  Director. 

According  to  Sicilia- 
no,  "The  leadership  team  looks 
forward  to  working  with  fac- 
ulty and  students  to  strengthen 
partnerships  with  business  and 
with  the  other  Schools  of  the 
College  to  enhance  learning 


opportunities  for  students." 

Siciliano  holds  a  Bach- 
elor of  Science  in  Business 
Administration  and  a  Master 
of  Business  Administration 
from  Western  New  England 
College,  as  well  as  a  Ph.D.  in 
Sfrategic  Management  from 
the  University  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

She  has  authored  sev- 
eral scholarly  works  on  man- 
agement and  strategy. 


WNECpalooza  Music  Festival 


Raining  Jane 


Kaki  King 


Monday,  Sept.  4  @  1  pm 

Commonwealth  Lawn 


Student  Activities  Expo 

Meet  with  over  50  student  clubs  and  organizations! 
Get  Free  Stuff! 
IVlingle  with  the  fabulous  Westerner  staffi 


If  new  Strategic  Management  Team  consists  of  (left  to  right)  Har- 
lan spots,  Marilyn  Pelosi,  John  Coulter,  and  Julie  Siciliano- 


Thursday,  Sept.  7 

Rivers 


OPINION 
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Welcome  Back! 


College  is  stressful. 
1  am  guessing  it  is  (or  is  go- 
ing to  be)  the  same  for  most  of 
you. 

As  a  junior,  I'm  not 
looking  forward  to  classes  this 
semester.  I'm  not  looking  for- 
ward to  homework  or  essays. 

I'm  not  looking  for- 
ward to  group  projects  and 
class  participation.  I'm  defi- 
nitely not  looking  forward  to 
exams,  or  rather,  studying  for 
exams. 

However,  with  the 
bad  comes  the  good.  I  will  en- 
joy reuniting  with  my  friends 
after  a  long  summer  apart.  I 
am  looking  forward  to  meet- 
ing new  people,  making  new 
friends,  and  staying  up  late  for 
long  talks. 

As  a  Red  Sox  fan,  I  can 
honestly  say  that  I  am  looking 
forward  to  Pafriot's  season. 

More  than  that.  1  can 
assure  you  that  the  staff  here 
at  The  Westerner  is  looking 
forward  to  what  the  upcoming 
yeariiasiTi  store  for  us. 

Our  staff  is  dedicated 
to  the  complicated  task  of  pro- 
ducing a  timely,  informative, 
interesting  newspaper  for  the 
students  and  community  here 
at  WNEC. 


Without  student  in- 
volvement, the  paper  would 
not  exist  at  all.  Therefore,  1 
urge  you  all  to  join  us  in  our 
efforts.  Submit  an  article,  drop 
in  on  a  meeting,  or  just  send 
an  email  to  let  us  know  what 
you  think. 

Above  all,  please  re- 
member that  The  Westerner  is 
a  student  publication.  As  advo- 
cates for  the  needs  and  wants 
of  the  students  of  WNEC,  we 
will  try  our  hardest  to  provide 
detailed,  up-to-date  news  and 
opinions  about  pertinent  is- 
sues. 

The  Westerner  will 
always  stand  up  for  students, 
even  if  it  makes  us  unpopular 
with  certain  members  of  ad- 
ministration. (A  quick  shout- 
out  to  my  Freshmen  friend  liv- 
ing in  LaRiv:  We  feel  for  you 
man!  We're  here  to  help.) 

Hopefrilly,  this  will  be 
an  interesting  and  educational 
year  for  all  of  us.  On  behalf  of 
the  entire  Westerner  staff,  wel- 
come back  to  WNEC. 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan  O^Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 
The  Westerner 


The  Westerner 
Wants  YOU! 


Get  Involved 

Meetings:  Mondays  @  6pm 


Rivers  103 


Watch  This 


Anthony  Oelmonico 

Staff  Writer 


Joley  Fisher  stars  with  Brad  Garrett  in  the  FOX  comedy  '71/  Death.  Plwto  by  Justin 
Lubin,  courtesy  tv.yahoo.com 
As  much  as  1  love  the  warm  months,  it  was  nice  to  see  this  year's  lineup  of  summer  televi- 
sion programming  come  to  an  end.  Honestly,  were  any  of  you  enticed  to  watch  David  Hasselhoff 
judging  mundane  talent  performances?  Or  how  about  spending  an  hour  with  a  teenage  boy  that 
had  no  bellybutton?  Fortunately  the  fall  television  season  is  right  around  the  comer,  and  with  it 
come  39  new  series  debuting  on  the  big  five  networks.  !  read  each  description  and  selected  the 
three  that  I  am  anticipating  most. 

'Til  Death  (FOX)  Premieres:  Thursday,  September  7  at  8:00  pm 

What  works:  This  comedy  is  about  two  couples  living  across  the  street  from  each  other.  One 
married  for  12  days  and  the  other  for  over  20  years.  We  will  all  recognize  Brad  Garrett  from  his 
low-spirited  character  Robert  Barone  on  Everybody  Loves  Raymond.  However,  the  producers  of 
'Til  Death  do  not  make  him  the  focal  point  of  the  series,  thus  giving  the  audience  an  opportunity 
to  enjoy  the  entire  ensemble.  After  all,  is  anyone  really  interested  in  watching  The  Brad  Garrett 
Show? 

What  doesn't  work:  Although  the  premise  sounds  like  the  foundation  of  a  theatrical  comedy.  I'm 
not  loo  optimistic  about  '77/  Death  as  a  long-running  television  series.  There  are  plenty  of  tired 
jokes  that  can  be  made  about  any  long-lasting  marriage,  and  1  think  that  is  all  this  show  will  wear 
out  its'  welcome  this  fall.  Likelihood  of  survival:  30% 

The  Nine  (ABC)  Premieres:  Wednesday,  October  4  at  10:00  pm 

What  works:  Through  an  anonymous  contact,  i  was  leaked  a  copy  of  this  series'  pilot  episode 
over  the  summer.  It  revolves  around  nine  people  who  are  all  held  hostage  for  52  hours  during  a 
failed  bank  robbery  attempt.  Following  this  intense  experience,  their  lives  become  intertwined, 
spawning  friendship  and  romances.  The  chemistry  between  the  characters  was  impressive,  and 
since  I'm  a  sucker  for  edge-of-your-seat  drama.  I  like  The  Mine  for  just  that  reason. 

What  doesn't  work:  1  am  a  little  worried  about  the  fact  that  every  episode  is  planned  to  open 
with  a  clip  from  the  actual  hostage  standoff.  Television  series  that  stick  too  close  to  their  pilot  are 
often  handicapped  from  fiirther  development.  What  also  may  block  The  Nine  from  succeeding  is 
its  compatibility  with  its'  lead-in  show  Lost.  Surely,  Lo.st  will  provide  some  sampling,  but  will  il 
help  The  Nine  become  a  break-out  hit?  Ifs  a  tough  call.  Likelihood  of  survival:  50% 

Runaway  (C\V)  Premieres:  Monday,  September  25  at  9:00  pm 

What  works:  The  plot  of  the  CW  (the  new  merger  of  the  WB  and  UPN)  network's  first  new  drama 
sounds  very  catchy.  Runaway  follows  Paul  Holland  and  his  family  who  flee  from  their  Maryland 
home  to  Iowa  after  Paul  is  falsely  accused  of  a  murder  and  is  threatened  by  the  real  killer.  The 
series  is  very  much  character-based,  in  that  each  member  of  the  family  adjusts  to  their  new  secret 
life  in  a  different  way.  This  technique  should  add  some  balance  to  the  series. 

What  doesn't  work:  Despite  the  buzz,  one  must  wonder  if  Runaway  will  really  benefit  airing 
out  of  the  fecl-gond  7th  Heaven,  which  got  a  last  minute  save  from  cancellation.  Over  the  last  10 
years,  only  one  show  has  survived  after  7lh  Heaven:  the  much-missed  Evernood.  This  combi- 
nation did  show  thai  two  family  dramas  can  successfully  air  out  of  each  other.  Can  that  happen 
again?  Likelihood  of  survival:  70% 
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SPORTS  &  LEISURE 


Hikers  Cache  in  on  New  Technology 


Elizabeth  Smith 

Assistant  Editor 

Quick!  What  has  a  lat- 
itude of  42  degrees.  06*49.0 1" 
North,  a  longitude  of  72  de- 
grees, 3 1 '  1 7.06"  and  an  eleva- 
tion of  200  feet? 

If  you  have  no  clue, 
you  are  certainly  not  alone. 
However,  there  is  a  small 
group  of  students  at  Western 
New  England  College  who  are 
familiar  with  the  use  of  GPS 
devices  and  have  even  had  the 
opportunity  to  have  some  fiin 
with  them. 

Geocaching  (pro- 
nounced, geo-CASHing),  is  a 
trend  that  is  currently  sweep- 
ing the  nation. 

As  junior  Jeremy 
Rinebolt  describes  it,  "Geo- 
caching is  basically  hiking 
with  a  purpose,  sort  of  like  a 
treasure  hunt." 

Instead  of  aimlessly 
wandering  around  the  wilder- 
ness, geocachers  input  coor- 


dinates into  a  GPS  navigation 
device.  Using  these  coordi- 
nates, they  are  brought  to  a 
location  where  they  will  then 
use  clues  to  find  a  cache  that 
has  been  planted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  geocaching. 

The  way  it  works  is, 
someone  comes  up  with  a  lo- 
cation to  hide  a  cache,  which 
typically  is  a  small  box  or  con- 
tainer. Inside,  that  person  can 
include  treasures  of  all  sizes 
and  values. 

Sometimes  a  cache 
will  have  a  cash  prize  available 
for  the  first  individual  to  locate 
it.  More  often,  individuals  who 
locate  the  cache  are  invited  to 
take  a  trinket  and  leave  one  of 
their  own  for  future  cachers. 

Last  fall,  members 
of  the  WNEC  Outing  Club 
had  the  opportunity  to  go  on 
a  Geocache  hunt  at  Skinner 
State  Park. 

The  Outing  Club  has 
discussed  going  on  another 
geocache  mission  in  the  fu- 
ture. 


Six  members  of  the  WNEC  Outing  Club  participated  in  a  geocaching  trip  at  Skinner  Stale  Park. .  Pictured 
are  (left  to  right)  Jeremy  Rinebolt,  Jon  Kemp,  Chris  Juh,  Drew  Manna.  Brent  Olson,  and  CJ  Elsdon 


For  more  information, 
visit  the  Outing  Club  booth  at 
the  Student  Activities  Expo. 

Still  confused?  Go 
to  www.geocaching.com  for 
more  information  about  this 
fast-growing  hobby. 


So.  what  has  a  lati- 
tude of  42  degrees.  a6'49.0r' 
North,  a  longitude  of  72  de- 
grees, 3  r  1 7.06"  and  an  eleva- 
tion of  200  feet? 

If  you  follow  these  co- 
ordinates, you  will  locate  the 


office  of  an  amazingly  well- 
written  and  informative  news- 
paper (Hint:  Not  the  Boston 
Globe). 

Stop  by  Rivers  103 
sometime  and  perhaps  we'll 
have  some  treasures  for  you. 


UPCOMING  FALL  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Gaines  in  Bold 
Conference  games  marked  with  a  "c" 


WOMEN'S  VOLLEYBALL 

WOMEN'S  SOCCER 

09/01 

Fri 

WNEC  Invitational 

5:00  PM 

09/02 

Sat 

Lasell  College 

1:00  PM 

09/02 

Sat 

WNEC  Invitational 

9:00  AM 

09/05 

Tue 

Springfield  College 

4:00  PM 

09/06 

Wed 

Westfield  State  College 

7:00  PM 

09/07 

Thu 

Keene  State  College 

4:00  PM 

09/08 

Fri 

Plymouth  State  Invitational 

TEA 

09/09 

Sat 

Claremont  McKenna-Harvey 

Noon 

09/09 

Sat 

Plymouth  State  Invitational 

TBA 

09/10 

Sun 

U-Maine  at  Presque  Isle 

1:00  PM 

09/12 

TUe 

Newbury  College 

7:00  PM 

09/13 

Wed 

Connecticut  College 

4:00  PM 

09/14 

Thu 

Johnson  and  Wales  University  c 

4:00  PM 

09/16 

Sat 

Southern  Vermont  College  c 

1:00  PM 

09/14 

Thu 

St.  Joseph  (Conn.)  c 

8:00  PM 

09/20 

Wed 

Emerson  College  c 

4:00  PM 

09/20 

Wed 

Suffolk  University  c 

7:00  PM 

09/24 

Sun 

Pine  Manor  College  c 

Noon 

MEN'S  FOOTBALL 

MEN'S  SOCCER 

09/09 

Sat 

Westfield  State  College 

1:00  PM 

09/01 

Fri 

Springfield  College 

7:30  PM 

09/16 

Sat 

Maine  Maritime  Academy 

1:00  PM 

09/03 

Sun 

E.  Connecticut  State  University 

2:30  PM 

09/23 

Sat 

Curry  College  c 

7:00  PM 

09/06 

Wed 

Westfield  State  College 

7:00  PM 

09/12 
09/14 
09/16 

Tue 
Thu 
Sat 

Wheaton  College  (MA) 

Emmanuel  College  c 

Johnson  and  Wales  University  c 

4:00  PM 
8:00  PM 
Noon 

09/09 
09/16 
09/23 

CROSSCOUNTRY            Women  Men 

Sat      Connecticut  College     Noon             11:00  AM 

Or.t            I                 r\«.««n..tU              TD  A                           TD  A 

Sat 

t-iiviaaa-i^diuiiuuui           ton  i 

Gordon  Pop  Crowell      1 0:45  AM         1 1 :30  AM 

09/20 
09/23 

Wed 
Sat 

Williams  College 

Southern  Vermont  College  c 

4:15  PM 
Noon 

IP*          WOMEN'S  TENNIS 

WOMEN'S  FIELD  HOCKEY 

09/02 

Sat 

Colby-Sawyer  Tournament 

TBA 

09/02 

Sat 

Springfield  College 

11:00  AM 

09/03 

Sun 

Colby-Sawyer  Tournament 

TBA 

09/03 

Sun 

Springfield  Tournament 

TBA 

09/06 

Wed 

Springfield  College 

4:00  PM 

09/09 

Sat 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute 

4:00  PM 

09/09 

Sat 

Albertus  Magnus  College  c 

10:00  AM 

09/12 

Tue 

Keene  State  College 

7;00  PM 

09/12 

TUe 

Johnson  and  Wales  University  c 

3:30  PM 

09/14 

Thu     Nichols  College 

7:00  PM 

09/14 

Thu 

Regis  College 

4:00  PM 

09/16 

Sat 

Elms  College  c 

1:00  PM 

09/16 

Sat 

Suffolk  University  c 

1:00  PM 

09/19 

Tiie 

Manhattanville  College 

4:00  PM 

09/19 

Tue 

St.  Joseph  (Conn.)  c 

4:00  PM 

09/21 

Thu 

Mount  Holyoke  College 

4:00  PM 

09/23 

Sat 

Emerson  College  c 

TBA 
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Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  Writer 

Over  70%  of  students 
are  in  danger  ofnot  graduating 
this  spring  because  they  have 
not  yet  completed  their  Learn- 
ing Beyond  the  Classroom 
(LBC)  requirement  said  LBC 
Director  Dr.  Adina  Elfant. 

This  is  the  first  year 
the  LBC  component  will  be  a 
requirement  for  the  graduating 
class. 

The  LBC  office  wor- 
ries that  some  students  will 
not  fulfill  the  requirement  and 
therefore  will  not  be  allowed 
to  graduate  this  May. 

■'[The  administration 
has]  made  it  really  clear  there 
will  be  no  exceptions"  for  stu- 
dents who  have  not  completed 
the  LBC  requirement,  said  As- 


sistant Dean  of  Students  Mau- 
reen Keizer  at  a  recent  Senate 
meeting. 

Each  LBC  experience 
must  total  1 5  hours  and  the 
student  must  submit  an  essay 
reflecting  on  the  experience  in 
order  to  receive  credit. 

Students  need  to  par- 
ticipate in  two  separate  extra- 
curricular activities  in  order  to 
graduate. 

The  LBC  requirement 
can  be  completed  with  a  num- 
ber of  activities,  including  in- 
ternships, jobs,  intramurals. 
athletics,  tutoring,  and  club 
participation. 

Confident  that  students 
can  complete  the  requirements 
with  the  proper  motivation, 
Elfant  is  most  concerned  with 
the  number  of  students  hand- 
ing in  their  LBC  paperwork  at 
the  last  minute. 


tVN EC  graduation  may  look  empty  this  May.  As  it  siancJs  now.  over 
70%  of  seniors  haven  'I  completed  their  LBC  graduation  requirement. 


"My  concern  is  just 
the  volume  of  LBC  going 
through  this  year."  says  Elfant. 
"The  responsibility  is  on  the 
student." 


Students  are  encour- 
aged to  email  Elfant  at  ael- 
fant@wnec.edu  for  more  in- 
formation. 


Putting  the  'Gate'  in  Students  Get  SMART 
Gateway  Village       About  Misconduct 


Elizabeth  Smith 

Assistant  Editor 

The  Department  of 
Public  Safety  unveiled  their 
plans  to  restrict  access  to  Gate- 
way Village  at  a  Student  Sen- 
ate meeting  on  September  5. 

Plans  call  for  two 
unmanned  gates  to  be  con- 
structed in  the  center  of  Gate- 
way Drive.  The  gates  will  be 
swing-arm  security  gates  that 
will  limit  vehicular  access  into 
and  out  of  Gateway  Village. 

The  existing  perim- 
eter fences  will  be  extended 
down  gateway  drive  to  elimi- 
nate a  route  around  the  gate. 
Pedestrian  access  will  not  be 
restricted. 

Construction  is  set 
to  begin  this  week.  The  proj- 
ect will  employ  five  different 
contractors  and  is  estimated 
to  take  between  two  and  three 
weeks  to  complete. 

During  construction, 
the  Wilbraham  Road  entrance 
to  Gateway  Village  will  be 


closed  and  traffic  will  be  di- 
verted to  the  Breckwood  Bou- 
levard entrance. 

Once  the  gates  are  op- 
erational, the  Breckwood  en- 
trance will  be  closed.  Students 
will  be  required  to  scan  their 
WNEC  id  cards  at  the  main 
entrance  in  order  to  drive  in  or 
out  of  Gateway. 

Policies  and  regula- 
tions on  both  student  access 
and  guest  access  are  still  being 
finalized. 

It  is  proposed  that 
guests  will  be  allowed  vehicu- 
lar access,  but  they  will  be  re- 
quired to  contact  Publ  ic  Safety 
from  a  phone  at  the  gate.  Pub- 
lic Safety  wilt  then  call  the 
Gateway  resident  to  confirm 
that  the  guest  is  visiting  that 
person. 

No  final  plans  have 
been  announced  regarding  ac- 
cess for  food  delivery. 

Public  Safety  also  an- 
nounced that  this  gate  is  the 
first  phase  of  a  "master  plan" 
to  close  off  the  numerous  en- 
trance  points  on  campus.  


Elissa  Jacobs 

Staff  Writer 


The  Sexual  Miscon- 
duct Advocate  Response  Team 
(SMART)  is  a  student  organi- 
zation that  raises  awareness  of 
on-campus  of  issues  relating 
to  sexual  misconduct  and  pro- 
vides support  for  victim-survi- 
vors of  sexual  misconduct. 

Formerly  known  as 
Victims  Advocates,  SMART 
is  made  up  of  trained  students 
and  includes  both  men  and 
women.  Many  of  the  members 
of  the  team  are  psychology  or 
social  work  majors,  though 
major  is  not  a  requirement  for 
membership. 

SMART  is  available 
for  emergency  situations  24 
hours  a  day.  Members  share  a 
cell  phone  that  is  always  avail- 
able for  victims  who  need  sup- 
port or  are  looking  for  coim- 
seltng. 

For  non-emergency 
situations,  students  are  encour- 
aged  to  email  SMART  with 


questions  about  the  group's 
role  on-campus  and  to  get 
more  information  about  sexual 
misconduct. 

Everything  that  is  re- 
ported to  or  discussed  with 
members  of  SMART  is  held 
completely  confidential  un- 
less an  individual  threatens  to 
harm  his  or  her  self  or  some- 
one else. 

Members  are  chosen 
through  an  application  pro- 
cess in  late  February  to  early 
March.  According  to  senior 
member  Matt  MascitelH,  new 
members  need  to  show  a  "de- 
votion to  the  group."  as  well 
as  a  seriousness  towards  the 
issues  they  will  encounter 

SMART  typically  has 
between  eight  to  twelve  mem- 
bers, and  will  have  spaces 
available  for  next  year.  Inter- 
ested students  can  find  out 
more  information  by  emailing 
SMART@wnec.edu. 

The  SMART  hotline 
can  be  reached  at  413-575- 
7194.  This  number  should 
only  be  used  for  emergencies. 
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The  opinions  printed  in  this 
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represent  the  views  of  the 
Westerner.  The  Westerner 
reserves  the  right  to  re- 
ject or  correct  any  article, 
letter,  classified  ad,  or  ad- 
vertisement, due  to  space 
limitations,  grammar,  and 
content. 


Compiled  by 
Elizabeth  Smith 


Contrary  to  popular 
belief.  Ian  Martin  is  not  the 
editor  o/^The  Westerner.  This 
paper  is  and  always  will  be  a 
student  publication. 

You  may  have  asked 
yourself  recently,  "who  ex- 
actly are  those  wonderful  stu- 
dents who  write  for  that  amaz- 
ing publication  known  as  The 
Westerner?  " 

The  Westerner  staff 
has  acknowledged  your  cu- 
riosity. As  a  result,  here  are 
photographs  and  short  biog- 
raphies to  satisfy  your  stalker 
impulses.  Now  if  you  disagree 
with  O  'Hara  s  outrageous 
opinions  or  have  a  crush  on 
that  guy  that  writes  the  TV 
reviews,  you  can  pursue  that 
person  with  greater  ease. 

So  who  are  those  in- 
famous people  who  provide 
you  with  bi-monthly  updates 
on  campus  events  and  issues 
pertinent  to  the  WNEC  com- 
munity? Now  vou  know. 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor-  in-Ch  ief 
The  rumors  are  true: 
the  editor  of  The  Westerner 
is  an  accounting  major.  A  ju- 
nior this  year,  Jonathan  spent 
his  summer  making  chocolate 
in  a  candy  factory  near  Phila- 
delphia. PA.  He  enjoys  hunt- 
ing, fishing,  and  golfing.  Once 
voted  "The  Biggest  Geek  in 
Philadelphia,"  Jonathan  was 
hit  by  a  parked  car  on  June  24, 
2003.  Those  who  know  him 
will  say  that  this  explains  his 
"sunny  disposition." 

He  hopes  to  obtain  a 
CPA  after  graduation  and  to 
get  a  job  in  public  accounting. 


Elizabeth  Smith 

Assistant  Editor 
A  senior  history  major. 
Elizabeth  will  be  spending  the 
majority  of  her  time  this  year 
writing  a  senior  thesis. 

When  not  arguing 
with  the  Editor  in  Chief  about 
his  controversial  editorials  or 
patrolling  the  halls  as  an  RA 
in  Frankhn,  Elizabeth  can  be 
found  at  a  plethora  of  campus 
events. 

This  August,  she  made 
a  unique  and  valuable  find 
when  she  spotted  a  John  Han- 
cock signamre  while  working 
at  the  Pennsylvania  State  Ar- 
chives. Ask  her  about  it. 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 

Anthony  joined  the 
staff  last  spring  and  writes  the 
Westerner's  only  reoccurring 
column  to  date. 

A  junior  math  major, 
he  is  keeping  his  post-gradu- 
ation plans  open.  Anthony 
enjoys  watching  baseball,  cri- 
tiquing television  shows,  and 
"having  a  good  time." 

In  2001,  Anthony  was 
interviewed  on  ABC's  "Good 
Morning  America,"  concern- 
ing his  views  on  that  years 
hurricane  season.  If  you  want 
an  opinion  on  tv  or  weather, 
Anthony  is  the  man  to  ask. 


Terrance  Edwards 

Staff  Writer 

An  aspiring  journal- 
ist, Terrance  is  the  Westerner's 
"go-to  guy"  on  the  hard  is- 
sues affecting  our  campus.  He 
knows  who  to  ask  and  where 
to  go  for  the  most  up-to-date 
critical  information. 

When  not  writing 
hard-hitting  articles,  Terrance 
works  at  D'Amour  Library 
and  is  interning  for  The  Wil- 
braham-Hampden  Times  this 
fall.  Terrance  also  has  a  keen 
sense  of  fashion  and  the  best 
sense  of  humor  on  the  staff. 


Elissa  Jacobs 

Staff  Writer 

Actively  engaged  in 
campus  events,  Elissa  has  her 
finger  on  the  pulse  of  student 
activities.  She  provides  the 
staff  with  detailed,  up-to-date 
accounts  of  nearly  every  event 
that  takes  places  on-campus. 

Elissa  will  be  studying 
in  Washington,  D.C.  this  spring 
semester.  Her  story-telling  will 
be  missed  at  staff  meetings. 
A  junior  history  major.  Elissa 
plans  on  attending  law  school 
in  New  York  City  after  gradu- 
ation. 


Jeff  Lee 

Staff  Writer 

Hailing  fi*om  Amity. 
Oregon,  Jeff  decided  to  go  to 
Westem  New  England  College 
because  he  heard  about  the  The 
Westerner's  award-winning 
success  as  a  student  publica- 
tion. 

All  kidding  aside,  Jeff 
is  the  most  reliable  writer  on 
staff  and  consistantly  writes 
relevant  and  timely  articles  for 
the  student  body.  Jeff  enjoys 
music,  writing,  and  having 
fiin.  Rumor  has  it  that  he  is  a 
great  dancer. 


Anna  Yazhbin 

Staff  Writer 

Aima  is  by  far  the 
ft'iendliest  and  most  engaging 
member  of  the  staff.  She  has 
unofficially  been  recognized 
as  the  Westerner  representative 
at  a  variety  of  campus  events. 

Anna,  a  senior  ac- 
counting major,  uses  her  charm, 
wit.  and  a  digital  camera  to  get 
stunning  photographs  of  the 
student  body.  Not  only  does 
this  cheerful  personality  love 
to  sing  in  the  shower,  she  is 
bilingual  and  can  speak  both 
English  and  Russian. 


Thank  you  to  everyone  who  stopped  by  our  table 
at  the  Student  Activities  Expo! 
If  our  photographer  took  your  club's  picture  and  you'd  like  a  copy, 
please  send  us  an  email:  thewestemersn@yahoo.com 
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Consumers  Relieved  as  Gas  Prices  Fall 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  Writer 

Average  gas  prices  are 
$0.58  cheaper  than  they  were  a 
year  ago  in  Springfield  accord- 
ing to  online  records  at  spring- 
fieldgasprices.com. 

This  is  in  strong  con- 
trast from  last  year  when  pric- 
es raised  to  $3.31  per  gallon, 
$1.36  higher  than  the  previous 
year. 

"I  was  shocked  when 
I  drove  by  the  gas  station  and 
saw  how  cheap  [gas  prices] 
were,"  said  WNEC  Junior 
Christie  Anglade. 

Senior  student  and 
commuter  Beth  Barszcz  said 
she  spent  up  to  $60  in  gas  a 
week  last  year  traveling  to 
WNEC.  She  gets  a  bit  of  relief 
this  year  since  she  has  spent 
at  least  $10  less  per  week  this 
September. 

Commuter  Tim  Cum- 
mings  says  he  currently  pays 
approximately  $28  a  week  on 
gas.  Despite  the  drop,  he  still 
feels  the  prices  are  unjustified. 

"I  guess  I  can't  com- 
plain because  gas  is  more  ex- 
pensive back  home  in  Con- 
necticut, but  they're  still  pretty 
high,"  said  Cummings. 

In  2004,  gas  prices 
peaked  at  $1.88  per  gallon. 
The  following  year,  the  US 


suffered  from  serious  gas 
shortages  after  the  devastating 
hurricane  season  in  the  gulf 
coast.  Consequently,  gas  pric- 
es soared  to  a  national  average 
of  $2.92  in  October  of  2005. 

Last  year,  oil  compa- 
nies and  gas  stations  were  ac- 
cused of  price  gouging  when 
prices  as  high  as  $5.87  were 
reported. 

Oil  companies  ada- 
mantly denied  these  claims  and 
pointed  to  a  variety  of  reasons 
that  included  the  destruction  of 
certain  Gulf  Coast  pipelines  as 
the  root  of  the  price  increases. 

Nevertheless,  many 
found  it  hard  to  completely 
believe  these  claims  as  top 
oil  companies  were  recording 
huge  profits. 

According  to  their 
Financial  Operating  Review, 
Exxon  Mobil  had  an  increase 
of  over  $67  billion  in  sales  and 
operator  revenue  last  year. 

It  seems  that  we  can 
thank  Iran,  at  least  in  part, 
for  being  an  unlikely  savior 
of  American  wallets.After  the 
UN  threatened  the  sanction  of 
Iran's  nuclear  program  in  July, 
gas  prices  went  on  the  rise  be- 
cause of  a  fear  of  Iran's  reac- 
tion. 

Last  week,  these  con- 
cerns were  put  to  rest  after 
Iran  proposed  that  they  might 


freeze  their  uranium  enrich- 
ment efforts. 

It  has  also  been  sug- 
gested that  last  week's  dis- 
covery of  oil  deep  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  contributed  to  fall- 
ing gas  prices. 

High  gas  prices  have 
had  affected  the  auto  industry 
as  well. 

Business  Week  and 
MSN  Autos  both  report  a  drop 
in  sales  for  the  well  known 
gas-guzzling  Hummer  pro- 
duced by  General  Motors. 

Meanwhile,  the  sales 
for  Toyota's  ftjel  efficient 
Prius  have  been  skyrocket- 
ing since  its  initial  release  in 
2001. 

Many  are  looking  to 
the  next  generation  of  tech- 
nology to  solve  the  problem. 
Ethanol  has  become  a  popu- 
lar alternative  thanks  in  part 
to  promotions  from  celebri- 
ties such  as  Willie  Nelson. 

However,  ethanol 
continues  to  be  restrained  by 
the  fact  that  the  costs  of  pro- 
duction are  greater  than  its 
value. 

The  sale  of  hydrogen 
fuel  cell  cars  looks  promis- 
ing, but  is  deterred  by  the 
extremely  high  cost  of  pro- 
duction and  the  incredibly 
dangerous  potential  of  hydro- 
gen leaks. 


Gas  prices  are  dropping  at  the  Sunoco  on  Wilbraham  Rd. 
Photo  taken  9/14/2006  by  Jonathan  O'Hara 
There  has  also  been  tributors.  Eventually,  the  other 
distributors  would  raise  their 
prices  with  their  increased  ac- 
tivity and  Exxon  Mobil  would 
be  inclined  to  follow  suit. 

A  more  likely  course 
of  action  for  Exxon  Mobil 
would  be  to  lower  their  prices 
for  a  short  time  to  lure  back 
angry  customers. 

When  Habb  was  asked 
what  American  drivers  can  do 
to  reduce  the  cost  of  gas.  he 
replied  with  the  painfully  poi- 
gnant response,  "drive  less." 


talk  that  hydrogen  fuel  cell 
cars  aren't  entirely  pollutant 
free  as  was  once  suggested. 

Some  consumers  have 
proposed  boycotts  against 
large  oil  companies  such  as 
Exxon  Mobil.  However,  ac- 
cording to  Ohio  State  Univer- 
sity professor  Tim  Haab,  these 
would  be  ineffective. 

In  an  interview  with 
NPR,  Haab  claimed  that  a 
boycott  would  only  result  in 
increased  activity  by  other  dis- 


Olympics  Will  be  Fresher  Than  Ever  Before 


Elizabeth  Smith 

Assistant  Editor 

Plans  are  underway 
for  this  fall's  Freshman  Olym- 
pics, an  annual  event  that 
gives  freshmen  the  opportu- 
nity to  compete  against  their 


Last  year 's  trophy  was  brought 
home  by  Franklin  Hall 


classmates  in  a  variety  of  tra- 
ditional and  not-so-fraditional 
events. 

Upperclassmen  may 
recall  the  Quad  Olympics 
of  years  past.  The  Freshman 
Olympics  was  expanded  in 
2005  to  include  all  freshman 
Residence  Halls  to  make  the 
event  more  inclusive  and  also 
to  bring  even  more  competi- 
tion. 

This  year*s  Freshman 
Olympics  will  begin  at  12:30 
pm  in  the  HLC  this  Sunday, 
September  24.  The  event  is 
open  to  all  freshman  residents 

Each  Residence  Hall 
has  a  team  color.  This  year. 
Commonwealth  is  red.  Frank- 
lin is  blue,  Hampden  is  white, 
Berkshire  is  green,  and  Wind- 
ham is  yellow. 

Students  are  encour- 
aged to  wear  their  Hall's  color 


whether  they  are  competing  or 
supporting  their  team. 

Residence  Advisor 
and  junior  Brian  Shea  Murphy 
is  "more  than  excited"  about 
this  year's  events. 

Aresident  of  Berkshire 
as  a  freshman.  Murphy  partici- 
pated in  the  Quad  Olympics  in 
2004.  He  is  still  friends  with 
many  of  the  people  that  he  met 
at  the  event. 

As  an  RA  in  Hamp- 
den this  year.  Murphy  sees  this 
year's  Freshman  Olympics  as 
"an  opportunity  for  new  stu- 
dents to  meet  each  other  and 
identify  common  sfrengths." 
The  addition  of  Common- 
wealth last  year  has  only  add- 
ed to  the  program. 

Events  include  pop 
culture  trivia,  dodgeball,  pil- 
low jousting,  tug  of  war,  kick- 
ball,  and  a  rather  unusual  relay 


Residents  of  Windham  participated  in  the  2005  Freshmen  Olympics. 
race.  Residents  should  ask 

Points  will  be  tallied    their  Resident  Advisors  for  de- 
according  to  each  team's  per-    tails  on  how  to  sign  up  to  com- 
formance  in  each  event.  The  pete, 
winning  residence  hall  will  re- 
ceive a  trophy  to  bring  back  to 
their  building. 

This  year's  winning 
team  will  earn  more  than  brag- 
ging rights  for  the  rest  of  the 
year.  Murphy  adds,  "compe- 
tition and  camaraderie  build 
conununity."  
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OPINION 


New  Gateway  Security  Measures 
Will  Be  Restrictive,  Ineffective 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

Residents  of  Gateway 
Village  may  have  noticed  the 
new  Public  Safety  checkpoint 
when  entering  the  complex  at 
night.  This  was  set  up  as  a  di- 
rect response  to  the  crimes  that 
took  place  in  Gateway  during 
the  spring  of  2006. 

Unfortunately,  this 
recent  Public  Safety  presence 
in  Gateway  is  only  temporary. 
Their  permanent  solution  to 
safety  is  not  increased  patrols 
or  a  dedicated  officer.  Instead, 
they're  building  a  gate. 

Plans  call  for  an  un- 
manned gate  on  an  island  in 
the  middle  of  Gateway  Drive. 
A  formal  set  of  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  gate  has  not  yet 
been  established,  but  accord- 
ing to  Director  of  Public  Safe- 
ty Gary  Barnes,  the  gate  "will 
be  a  little  inconvenient." 

I  think  that  Barnes  se- 
riously underestimates  the  im- 
pact of  this  project.  Building  a 
gate  will  cause  major  problems 
in  Gateway.  It  will  likely  not 
solve  the  problem  of  crime, 
nor  is  it  a  reasonable  security 
measure  for  this  campus. 

This  gate  will  mean 
that  non-WNEC  students  will 
not  be  allowed  to  drive  into 
Gateway  without  making  a 
phone  call  to  Public  Safety 
who  will  then  call  an  apart- 
ment. Likewise,  visitors  will 


Public  Safety  plans  to  imiall  a  swing-arm  style  gate  similar  to  this 
design  in  the  middle  of  Gateway  Drive.  Students  will  be  required  to 
scan  their  WNEC  ID  in  order  to  enter  or  exit  Gateway  Village. 


have  to  be  cleared  by  Public 
Safety  in  order  to  leave  the 
campus. 

Students  who  want 
to  have  food  delivered  may 
have  to  walk  to  the  entrance 
of  Gateway  at  night  with  cash 
in  hand  (mind  you,  this  rule 
comes  from  the  same  depart- 
ment that  recommends  that 
students  "avoid  walking  and 
jogging  alone,  especially  at 
night"). 

Gateway  will  be  the 
first  and  only  section  of  cam- 
pus closed  off  by  a  gate.  Fur- 
thermore, it  will  be  the  only 
residence  area  that  requires 
students  to  scan  an  ID  to  leave, 
a  totally  unnecessary  and  in- 
convenient measure. 

Though  cars  will  be 
subject  to  strict  security  mea- 
sures, walk-on  access  to  Gate- 
way will  remain  unregulated. 
This  means  that  potential 
criminals  will  still  be  able  to 
walk  unhindered  through  the 
complex. 


The  root  of  the  prob- 
lem in  Gateway  is  that  Public 
Safety  has  never  paid  proper 
attention  to  it,  even  though  It 
seems  to  be  the  major  center 
for  on-campus  crime. 

They  have  done  a  poor 
job  of  protecting  students  in 
Gateway  in  the  past,  a  fact  that 
will  not  change  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a  gate. 

If  anything,  a  gate  will 
serve  as  an  excuse  for  Public 
Safety  to  further  neglect  this 
critical  area  of  campus.  Their 
presence  in  Gateway  will  un- 
doubtedly be  more  rare  once 
access  is  restricted  by  a  gate. 

Public  Safety  should 
be  increasing  patrols  in  Gate- 
way. There  should  be  a  dedi- 
cated officer  in  the  complex 
every  night.  Instead,  they're 
building  a  gate  and  patting 
themselves  on  the  back. 

Gateway  Residents 
deserve  better  than  these  re- 
strictive, ineffective  security 
measures. 


Dope  Dealer  Sells 
Books,  Not  Drugs 


Elissa  Jacobs 

Sf  off  Writer 


With  a  title  like  "Con- 
fessions of  a  Dope  Dealer." 
people  expected  a  lot  from 
Sheldon  Norberg's  speech  on 
September  13,  2006. 

Unfortunately,  the 
speech  was  more  of  a  lesson 
on  the  history  of  drugs  rather 
than  a  story  about  his  own  per- 
sonal experiences. 

The  title  was  definite- 
ly misleading  because  Nor- 
berg  presented  no  information 
about  his  life  as  a  drug  dealer 
or  about  modem  drug  culture. 


Perhaps  it  would  have 
been  a  better  lesson  to  the  stu- 
dents in  attendance  had  Nor- 
berg  spoken  of  his  own  past. 

While  there  was  a  lot 
of  information  included  in  the 
lecture,  it  wasn't  very  power- 
ful. 

The  audience  seemed 
bored  with  Norberg,  and  he 
did  little  to  keep  their  atten- 
tion; he  was  more  interested  in 
selling  his  book. 

A  campus  speaker 
should  be  more  interested  in 
the  audience  than  in  his  own 
personal  profit. 


The  Westerner  Sells 
Out  to  'Big  Money' 


Elizabeth  Smith 

Assistant  Editor 


I  wanted  it  to  be  known 
that  not  all  on  The  Westerner 
staff  agree  with  the  decision 
made  to  run  a  full  page  adver- 
tisement on  the  back  page  of 
this  issue. 

I  disagree  with  the  de- 
cision made  by  the  Editor  in 
Chief  to  run  the  ad.  As  a  stu- 
dent publication,  we  receive 
our  budget  directly  from  the 
Student  Senate.  1  personally 
feel  that  the  role  of  The  West- 
erner should  be  to  provide 
students  and  members  of  the 


college  community  with  in- 
formation relevant  to  the  cam- 
pus. 

A  fiill  page  spread 
advertising  Comcast  Internet 
Services  does  not  fit  in  with 
what  I  expect  from  this  publi- 
cation. 

1  pose  the  question  to 
you  all:  should  The  Westerner 
allow  outside  advertising? 
How  much  of  this  paper  are 
you  willing  to  see  devoted  to 
advertising? 

The  staff  looks  for- 
ward to  reading  your  com- 
ments. I  can  assure  you  that 
your  opinions  will  be  valued. 


TV  Guy  is  Loving  the  'House'  Party! 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 

I  was  incredibly  sur- 
prised at  the  degree  of  enthusi- 
asm at  WNEC  on  the  evening 
of  September  5.  This  is  the 
part  where  I  quench  your  de- 
sire to  know  why,  which  I  can 
do  with  just  one  word:  House. 

Never  before  have  I 
seen  students  so  excited  for 
something  that  required  them 
to  sit  still  for  60  minutes.  Face- 
book  statuses,  AIM  away  mes- 
sages, and  even  a  telephone 
voicemail  box  I  called  were  set 
by  students  to  let  their  friends 


know  that  Dr.  House  and  his 
team  were  running  the  hour. 

It  seemed  strange  to 
me  until  I  realized  that  I  too 
was  caught  up  in  the  hype  (and 
rightfiiUy  so,  I  might  add). 

Not  surprisingly,  FOX 
debuted  the  third  season  of 
House,  M.D.  to  a  rock  solid 
turnout. 

According  to  TV 
Guide,  nearly  20  million  fans 
tuned  in  to  see  the  aftermath 
of  the  tactless  doc's  shooting 
from  last  May. 

I  think  it's  fair  to  say 
that  wherever  his  cane  went, 
his  ego  still  did  not  follow. 
Regardless,  House's  first  week 


back  at  the  hospital  seemed 
just  average.  First  off,  they 
never  found  the  shooter. 

The  medical  case  it- 
self, that  of  a  brain  cancer  pa- 
tient who  wheeled  himself  into 
a  pool  during  a  family  gather- 
ing, was  in  need  of  its  own  re- 
suscitation. 

However,  the  sweet 
twist  at  the  end  only  bolstered 
the  love  I  have  for  my  favor- 
ite character.  Cuddy,  just  keep 
saying  "No"  to  him! 

With  House's  ego 
more  bloated  than  ever,  with 
Wilson  getting  more  screen 
time  to  deflate  it,  and  with  the 
alluring  Cameron  finally  de- 


veloping  the  "female-cajones"    ing  to  be  just 
she  needs  to  toy  with  it,  I  say  ordered! 
that  this  upcoming  year  is  go- 


what  the  doctor 


New  Episodes  of  'House.  M.D.  'air  Tuesdays  at  8  p.n 
courtesy  of  wwwfanforum.com. 
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COLLEGE  LIFE 


Greetings  From  Italy! 


Diana  Sigona 

Staff  Writer 


I've  been  in  Italy  for 
over  a  week  now,  and  I  have 
no  regrets  whatsoever  on  the 
decision  I  have  made  to  study 
abroad.  This  country  has 
shown  me  more  in  one  week 
than  I  have  ever  seen  my  entire 
life. 

I'll  admit,  it's  a  hassle 
to  study  in  another  country. 
Flying  alone  and  being  in  a 
foreign  land  is  scary  and  in- 
timidating, but  it  is  so  worth 
it. 

1  am  here  through 
a  program  called  Academic 
Programs  International,  and 
they  have  treated  all  of  us  very 
well. 

We  were  in  Rome  for 
the  first  four  days,  touring  the 
city  and  seeing  the  beautiful 
artwork.  Then,  we  visited  the 
Vatican  City  and  the  famous 
cathedrals. 

I'm  living  in  a  mas- 


RIGHT:  WNEC  Students 
Lori  Cesana  (left)  and 
Diana  Sigona  at  the  Bell 
Tower  in  Florence.  Ce- 
sana and  Sigona  are  both 
studying  in  Italy  this  fall. 


BELOW:  A  view  from 
atop  the  Duomo  in  Flor- 
ence, Italy.  Photos  Cour- 
tesy of  Diana  Sigona. 


sive  flat  right  near  the  famous 
Duomo,  in  the  heart  of  Flor- 
ence with  five  other  American 
students  from  all  over  the  US. 

There's  no  AC,  no 
English  television,  no  car,  no 
elevators,  and  no  American 
coffee!!  But,  there  are  tabac- 
cis  and  trattorias  all  over  the 
place,  cute  internet  caf^s, 
unique  markets,  and  over  800 
other  Americans  (studying 
here  in  Florence)  that  are  in 
the  same  boat  as  me:  studying 
abroad,  looking  for  answers, 
and  looking  for  themselves. 

Things  are  completely 
different  here,  and  I  love  it.  I 
have  learned  to  adapt  to  this 
culture,  and  blend  in  with  the 
natives.  They  love  Americans 
here.  Everyday  I  teach  some- 
one a  bit  of  English,  and  they 
are  pleased  to  help  me  with  my 
Italian. 

I  find  myself  speak- 
ing a  blend  of  French,  Span- 
ish, Italian  and  English. ...but 
I'm  working  on  it.  I'm  taking 


an  Italian  class,  so  Til  be  a  pro 
by  the  time  I  get  back  to  the 
States! 

My  advice  to  all  cur- 
rent underclassmen,  even  the 
juniors  (senior  year  study 
abroad  is  possible),  is  don't 
pass  on  this  incredible  oppor- 
tunity. And,  if  you  do  decide  to 
study  abroad,  you  should  con- 
sider Florence. 

There  are  about  ten 
WNEC  students  studying 
abroad  from  the  summer  ses- 
sions and  this  fall  session. 

Statistically,  only  5% 
of  American  students  study 
abroad.  HopefiiUy,  you  WNEC 
readers  will  see  the  light  and 
really  start  thinking  about  this 
incredible  opportunity  to  study 
in  another  country. 

I  wish  everyone  a 
great  semester  and:  Go  Golden 
Bears!  Ciao! 

P.S.   Any  questions 
about  studying  in  Florence, 
feel  free  to  e-mail  me 
at  dsigona(gwnec.edu! 


Housing  Situation 
Frustrates  Some 


Rachel  Bisi 

Contributing  Writer 


The  welcome  back  for 
some  students  at  WNEC  was 
not  so  enjoyable,  as  ft-eshmen, 
sophomores,  juniors  and  se- 
niors found  themselves  mixed 
within  the  same  housing  ac- 
commodations. 

At  the  start  of  the  se- 
mester, there  were  at  least  nine 
juniors  living  in  Plymouth, 
LaRiviere.  and  Common- 
wealth. 

LaRiviere  had  three 
study  rooms  occupied  by 
freshmen,  while  Common- 
wealth had  a  floor  containing 
students  from  all  four  classes. 

Thomas  Wozniak, 
Assistant  Dean  of  Residence 
Life,  said  that  serious  attempts 
are  made  to  place  students 
in  age  appropriate  residence 
hails,  but  housing  can  only  be 
guaranteed  for  students  who 
pay  their  deposit  on  time. 

Students  who  pay 
their  deposit  late  may  still  be 
allotted  housing,  but  they  are 
placed  on  the  basis  of  where 
space  exists,  not  on  class  des- 
ignation. 

Wozniak  stated  that 
Residence  Life's  ultimate  goal 
is  to  get  every  student  a  bed. 
Though  they  haven't  been  able 
to  place  every  student  in  his  or 
her  ideal  accommodations,  ev- 
ery student  does  have  a  place 
to  sleep. 

Wozniak  declined 
comment  on  the  case  of  junior 
transfer  student  Amanda  Ain- 
sworth  who  is  living  in  Frank- 
lin Hall,  a  freshman  dorm. 

Though  she  applied 
late  to  live  on  campus,  she 
stated  that  Residence  Life  as- 
sured her  that  she  would  not  be 
placed  in  freshman  housing. 

"They  apologized  and 
said  there  was  nothing  they 
could  do  and  that  I  should 
get  on  the  waiting  list  to  be 
moved,  but  that  it  was  pretty 
long  already,"  Amanda  said. 

"If  I  didn't  already 
have  finends  my  age  here,  it 
would  have  been  really  hard  to 
make  finends,"  she  added. 

Commonwealth  resi- 


dent advisor  Niquianna  Wil- 
son faces  challenges  on  her 
"different"  floor. 

She  recognizes  the 
difficulties  in  encouraging 
her  three  freshman  students  to 
get  involved  in  first-year  pro- 
grams while  they  are  living  on 
a  mixed  floor  with  upperclass- 
men. 

Skyler  Gabriel,  one 
of  the  freshmen  on  the  floor, 
had  a  more  positive  outlook. 
"At  first  1  was  uncomfortable. 
Since  it's  my  first  year  here, 
I  didn't  know  what  to  expect, 
but  [the  upperclassmen]  have 
been  beneficial  answering  a  lot 
of  my  questions." 

Residence  Life  has 
been  working  on  moving  stu- 
dents to  more  fitting  accom- 
modations. 

Some  of  the  juniors 
have  been  moved  already,  and 
plans  are  in  the  works  to  move 
the  freshmen  from  the  LaRiv- 
iere study  rooms  soon. 

Wozniak  and  Resi- 
dence Life  encourage  students 
who  are  unhappy  with  their 
accommodation  to  come  to 
Residence  Life  and  ask  to  be 
placed  on  the  waiting  list. 

"The  waiting  list  is 
not  a  pretend  thing  to  quiet 
students.  Although  it  could  be 
in  a  deadlock  for  some  time, 
openings  do  occur  because 
students  graduate  mid-year  or 
transfer,"  stated  Wozniak. 

He  also  noted  that  stu- 
dents have  the  option  to  de- 
cline on-campus  housing  and 
are  allowed  to  live  off  campus 
if  they  choose  to  do  so. 


What  do  you  think 
about  the  housing  situation 
on  campus?  The  Westerner 
wants  to  know. 

Should  juniors  and 
seniors  be  placed  in  tra- 
ditional residence  halls  if 
there  are  no  spaces  avail- 
able in  Gateway  and  Ever- 
green? 

Email  your  respons- 
es to 

Th  e  westernersn@yahoo. 
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SPORTS 


WNEC  Sports  Ready  to  'Get  it  done'  This  Fall 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


Men's  Soccer 

Coming  off  a  spec- 
tacular season,  coach  Erin  Sul- 
livan and  his  team  have  their 
eyes  set  on  a  conference  title 
and  a  run  to  the  Division  11! 
tournament.  Last  year's  team 
set  high  expectations  finishing 
with  a  school  record  21  wins. 
That  was  enough  to  earn  a  bid 
into  the  Division  III  tourna- 
ment where  they  made  it  to  the 
round  of  1 6. 

Coach  Sullivan,  who 
was  named  GNAC  coach  of 
the  year  in  2005  said,  "the  bar 
has  been  raised  and  expecta- 
tions are  high  for  this  team  to 
have  another  successful  sea- 
son." 

Anchoring  this  veteran 
team  is  a  solid  defense  led  by 
senior  captains  Tim  Larocca, 
Rob  Hensinger  and  goalkeep- 
er Chris  Wilk.  Providing  the 
offensive  spark  will  be  senior 
forward  Evan  Heymann  who 
tallied  8  goals  and  5  assists  de- 
spite missing  eight  games  last 
year  due  to  injury. 

The  path  to  another  20 
win  season  won't  be  a  walk  in 
the  park,  Sullivan  said.  "We 
won't  be  sneaking  up  on  our 
opponents.  They  know  what 
we  are  capable  of." 


Football 

'The  time  is  now  to 
get  it  done,"  pronounced  head 
football  coach  Keith  Emery. 
After  posting  a  3-6  record  last 
year,  expectations  are  high. 
With  a  great  off-season  and 
strong  veteran  leadership, 
hopes  are  set  to  exceed  last 
year's  win  total. 

The  team  returns  key 
starters  at  the  skilled  positions, 
led  by  Jon  Tallerico  at  quar- 
terback, running  back  Jordan 
Capitanio.  and  wide  receiver 
Kevin  Miculcy  providing  the 
offensive  attack.  Anthony 
Cignranelli  will  be  anchoring 
the  offensive  line. 

On  defense,  look  for 
safety  Brent  Dube,  linebacker 
Matt  Gauranga  and  defensive 
lineman  Tyler  Stewart  to  frus- 
trate opposing  offenses. 

Women's  Soccer 

For  their  last  year  in 
the  Greater  Northeast  Athletic 
Conference,  the  Lady  Golden 
Bears  have  their  sights  set  on 
the  title.  After  making  it  to 
the  title  game  of  the  Greater 
Northeast  Athletic  Conference 
the  last  three  years  but  coming 
up  just  short,  this  year's  team, 
led  by  six  seniors,  wants  to  go 
out  of  tlie  conference  with  tro- 
phy in  hand. 

The    team's  experi- 


enced seniors  are  accompanied 
by  a  cast  of  talented  under- 
classmen. Leading  the  seniors 
are  defenders  Ashley  St.  John 
and  Kristen  Thornton  while 
Marissa  Sullivan  guards  the 
net  as  one  of  the  top  goalies  in 
the  GNAC. 

Those  talented  under- 
classmen are  Danielle  Matte, 
who  led  the  team  with  13 
goals  and  3  assists  last  season 
at  forward  while  sophomore 
Melissa  Dacruz  was  second  in 
scoring  with  5  goals. 

Rounding  out  what 
Coach  Ron  Dias  called  an 
extremely  talented  freshman 
class  are  defenders  Kristen 
Culver  and  Amanda  Liber- 
tine. The  road  to  a  conference 
title  will  not  be  easy  according 
to  Coach  Dias  as  they  play  a 
tough  non-conference  sched- 
ule before  conference  play 
begins  on  September  20th  at 
home  against  Emerson. 

Volleyball 

Coming  off  a  year  in 
which  they  went  16-15  finish- 
ing in  fifth  place  with  a  7-4  re- 
cord in  the  GNAC  conference, 
the  women's  volleyball  team 
looks  to  be  competitive  once 
again. 

The  team  is  led  by 
captains  Amy  Lorinovich  and 
Jess  Vogel,  both  seniors,  and 


junior  Ashley  O'Keefe.  Along 
with  strong  upper-class  leader- 
ship, look  for  freshmen  Chris- 
tina Longto  and  Erin  Seifert  to 
have  a  significant  impact  on 
this  year's  team. 

The  team  faces  some 
tough  opponents  on  their  way 
to  an  improved  record  with 
matches  against  conference  ri- 
vals Johnson  &  Wales  Univer- 
sity and  Emanuel. 

Women's  Tennis 

Over  the  past  five 
years,  this  team  has  quietly 
achieved  the  greatest  success 
of  all  WNEC  sports  teams. 

Coach  Jenn  Kolins  has 
guided  her  team  to  a  remark- 
able record  of  58-9  since  200 1 . 
and  this  year's  team  looks  to 
keep  up  with  the  winning  fra- 
dition. 

They  return  four  sin- 
gles players  from  last  year's 
team  that  finished  second  in 
conference  with  a  12-2  record. 

Junior  Meredith 
Hughes  and  senior  Kristen 
Villany  anchor  the  team  at  the 
number  one  and  two  spots  re- 
spectively. 

Infiised  with  sfrong 
returning  players  are  up-and- 
coming  young  talent  led  by 
Ashley  Sunderland  and  Kristen 
Ayers  who  will  start  at  number 
three  singles  as  a  freshman. 


Field  Hockey 

After  achieving  the 
best  record  in  school  history, 
this  year's  field  hockey  team 
has  its  aim  set  on  yet  another 
conference  title.  Coming  off 
a  perfect  conference  record, 
second  straight  regular  season 
title,  and  first  ever  North  At- 
lantic Conference  tournament 
title,  the  Lady  Golden  Bears 
try  to  do  it  again  with  a  new 
cast  of  players. 

The  team  returns  15 
players  from  last  year,  but 
many  of  them  will  be  starting 
for  the  first  time  at  new  posi- 
tions. Coach  Sarah  Kelly  says 
her  expectations  for  this  season 
are  that  "things  won't  come 
easily.  All  the  other  teams  in 
our  conference  are  gunning  for 
us.  We  have  to  be  prepared  for 
every  opponent." 

Helping  lead  this  team 
will  be  senior  forward  Allison 
Jameson,  who  has  led  the  team 
in  scoring  for  the  past  three 
seasons.  Helping  Jameson  up 
front  will  be  junior  Cori  Eg- 
gert  and  sophomore  Caitlin 
Gelber. 

The  new  face  in  the 
cage  is  junior  goalie  Emi- 
llie  Donka,  and  sophomore 
defender  Samantha  Hensen 
rounds  out  the  mix.  Look  for 
this  team  to  keep  up  their  win- 
ning ways. 


UPCOMING  FALL  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Games  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  a  ' 


WOMEN'S  FIELD  HOCKEY 

WOMEN'S  SOCCER 

09/19 

Tiie 

Manhattanville  College 

4:00  PM 

09/20 

Wed 

Emerson  College  c 

4:00  PM 

09/21 

Thu 

Mount  Holyoke  College 

4:00  PM 

09/24 

Sun 

Pine  Manor  College  c 

Noon 

09/25 

Mon 

Westfield  State  College 

7;00  PM 

09/27 

Wed 

Williams  College 

4:30  PM 

09/27 

Wed 

Castleton  State  College 

4:00  PM 

09/30 

Sat 

Emmanuel  College  c 

1:00  PM 

FOOTBALL 

MEN'S  SOCCER 

09/23 

Sat 

Curry  College  c 

7:00  PM 

09/20 

Wed 

Williams  College 

4:15  PM 

09/30 

Sat 

Plymouth  State  University 

1:00  PM 

09/23 

Sat 

Southern  Vermont  College 

Noon 

09/24 

Sun 

Wesleyan  University  (CT) 

Noon 

CROSS  COUNTRY            Women  Men 

09/27 

Wed 

Babson  College 

4:00  PM 

09/23 

Sat 

Gordon  Pop  Crowell     I0:45AM  1I:30AM 

09/30 

Sat 

Rivier  College  c 

Noon  ▼ 

WOMEN'S  TENNIS 

WOMEN'S  VOLLEYBALL 

09/19 

Tue 

St.  Joseph  (Conn.)  c 

4:00  PM 

09/20 

Wed 

Suflblk  University  c 

7:00  PM 

09/23 

Sat 

Emerson  College  c 

Noon 

09/23 

Sat 

Mount  Holyoke  College 

Noon 

09/24 

Sun 

Roger  Williams  University 

1:00  PM 

09/27 

Wed 

University  of  Massachusetts,  Boston 

6:00  PM 

09/27 

Wed 

Massachusetts  College  of  Liberal  Arts 

4:00  PM 

09/30 

Sat 

Albertus  Magnus  College  c 

1:00  PM 

09/29 

Fri 

Russell  Sage  College 

4:00  PM 

09/30 

Sat 

Daniel  Webster  College  c 

3:00  PM 

09/30 

Sat 

Pine  Manor  College  c 

Noon 

Double  Major 

Connect  with  the  Comcast  Student  Bundle 

® Comcast  High-Speed  Internet-  Leaves  dial-up  and  DSL  in  the  dust.  And  now  it's  even  faster 
wrPowerBoost  Get  a  burst  of  speed-up  to  1 2  Mbps- when  downloading  huge  files  like 
music  videos,  online  games  and  software. 


Comcast  Enhanced  Cable  with  ON  DEIVIAND-  All  the  channels  you  want  niost^With  ON 
DEMAND  you  can  check  out  everything  from  movies  to  sports,  original  series  and  more- 
whenever  you  want.  And  most  ON  DEMAND  programs  are  FREE. 


.99 


per  month  for  9  months  when 
you  subscribe  to  both! 


1-888-541-6172 


'^1 


Go  to  studentbundle.com  and  find  out  how 
you  can  become  an  MTV2  VJ  Protege. 


(comcast 


h  .  r-,m^^ei  Hacir  rjihift  <5prvice  onlv  who  have  nol  subscribed  to  any 

O„.,o„,a..,a.,el„pa.lclp*,co.ca.^.e.s^,..™^e^ 
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Make  a  Difference  Through  the  VCC 


NEWS 


OPINION 


ENTERTAINMEN1 


Review:  The  Last 
Kiss 

Review:  Snakes  oi 
a  Mane 

The  TV  Guy 


SPORTS 


Player  Profiie 
Spotlight  \ 

Schedules 


Jeff  Lee 

Slqff'  Writer 


With  the  start  of  the 
2006-2007  academic  year,  the 
Volunteer  Connection  Cen- 
ter (VCC)  was  established  to 
promote  service  opportunities 
to  students,  faculty,  and  staff 
of  Western  New  England  Col- 
lege. 

Operating  under  the  Of- 
fice of  Learning  Beyond  the 
Classroom,  the  college's  Vol- 
unteer Connection  Center  has 
been  specifically  designed  to 
match  student's  skills  and  in- 
terests with  community  orga- 
nizations that  are  looking  for 
assistance. 

"One  of  our  goals  is  to 
see  students  connecting  with 
their  community."  says  Rose 
Gage,  service  coordinator  at 


the  Center.  "It's  also  an  oppor- 
tunity to  step  outside  of  their 
comfort  zone  and  learn  about 
real  world  issues  and  the  role 
they  play  in  them." 

Working  with  over  100 
agencies  in  the  Springfield 
area,  the  Volunteer  Connec- 
tion Center  allows  students 
to  choose  service  projects 
that  interest  them  and  what 
they  would  like  to  learn  more 
about. 

"There  is  so  much  diver- 
sity in  Springfield  and  commu- 
nity service  allows  students  to 
see  more  than  what  the  media 
covers,"  states  Gage. 

The  Center  sponsors  a 
variety  of  programs,  including 
a  mentoring  program  through 
Duggan  Middle  School  called 
"Students  Serving  Students," 
where  volunteers  are  paired 


WNEC  Sttidenls  painted  a  map  of  the  United  Stales  for  Duggan 
Middle  School  during  last  year  s  Make  a  Difference  Weekend. 
Photo  courtesy  of  Rose  Gage.  WNEC  Service  Coordinator. 
with  a  middle  school  student    service  and  leaming.v 
to  help  them  with  reading, 
homework,  and  other  activities 
throughout  the  school  year. 

The  Center  also  organizes 
the  Alternative  Spring  Break 
program  held  in  March,  offer- 
ing students  the  opportunity 
to  travel  and  engage  in  life- 
changing  experiences  through 


The  Volunteer  Connection 
Center  also  organizes  Make  A 
Difference  Weekend,  which 
will  take  place  on  October  14 
and  15.  This  program  allows 
students  to  work  with  finends, 
classmates,  and  teammates  on 
local  service  projects. 
See  "VCC"  on  page  3 


Safe  Space  Growing 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

Western  New  England 
College  is  one  of  over  200  col- 
leges and  universities  that  has 
a  "Safe  Space"  program. 

The  main  goal  of  the 
program  is  to  provide  a  place 
where  individuals  who  are 
gay,  lesbian,  bi- 
sexual, transgen- 
der,  or  questioning 
(GLBTQ)  will  be 
individually  re- 
spected and  val- 
ued. 

At  WNEC,  a 
sign  bearing  the 
"Safe  Person,  Safe  Space" 
logo  identifies  people  who  are 
trained  allies.  These  allies  are 
trained  to  provide  a  safe  atmo- 
sphere for  GLBTQ  individu- 
als. 

When  a  student  enters  an 
office  that  displays  the  logo, 
he  or  she  "will  enter  a  non- 
Judgmental  atmosphere  where 
he  or  she  can  talk,  receive  re- 
sources, gain  support  and/or 
have  the  ft-eedom  to  talk  open- 
ly about  his  or  her  life,"  said 


Safe  Space  committee  mem- 
bers. 

Defined  by  their  mission 
statement,  individuals  who 
display  the  logo  "have  par- 
ticipated in  Safe  Space  train- 
ing and  are  committed  to  be- 
ing understanding,  supportive, 
and  trustworthy  with  informa- 
tion and  conversations." 

These  individuals  also 
possess  information 
about  on-campus 
and  local  resources 
for  the  GLBTQ 
community. 

The  ally  train- 
ing course  was  con- 
structed by  a  joint 
effort  between  stu- 
dents and  staff  in  2005.  Since 
then,  about  45  faculty  and 
staff  members  have  attended 
training. 

The  goals  of  training  are 
to  introduce  GLBTQ  issues, 
offer  tools  and  assess  the  com- 
fort level  of  potential  allies, 
and  to  build  a  network  of  re- 
sources and  people  on  cam- 
pus. 

The  next  training  session 
for  faculty  members  is  sched- 
uled for  October  10. 


Channel  15 
'Inlightens'  College 


Anna  Yazhbin 

Staff  Writer 


At  The  Rock  Cafe,  there 
is  a  television  fixed  on  channel 
15,  which  is  airing  a  program 
called  Inlighten.  This  program 
shows  two  forms  of  informa- 
tional content:  off-campus  and 
on-campus  information,  and  is 
available  only  on  the  campus 
cable  system. 

Off-campus  information 
includes  business,  news,  stock 
reports,  trivia,  and  lifestyle. 
On-campus  information  can 
be  found  in  the  commercials 
on  Channel  15. 

Ian  Martin,  the  Assistant 
Director  of  Student  Activities, 
is  responsible  for  putting  the 
commercials  together. 

Inlighten  is  geared  more 
toward  providing  information 
than  entertainment.  Senior 
Niquianna  Wilson  finds  that 
this  channel  is  helpful  to  fulfill 
her  duties  as  a  Residential  Ad- 
visor. 

"I  look  at  [Channel  15]  so 


that  I  can  inform  my  residents 
of  various  events  on  campus," 
Wilson  says. 

Freshman  Nick  Roers 
saw  a  sample  of  Christian 
Finnengan's  comedic  perfor- 
mance on  Inlighten.  Later, 
he  attended  the  event  when 
Finnegan  appeared  at  Western 
New  England  College. 

Roers  found  out  about 
the  event  primarily  ft"om  fly- 
ers around  the  campus,  but  got 
more  information  about  the 
comedian  ft"om  Inlighten. 

Although  the  channel 
provides  information  about 
activities  on  campus,  it  is  dif- 
ficult for  some  students  to 
watch  the  channel  for  more 
than  a  few  minutes. 

Roers  said.  "Channel  15 
is  repetitive,  and  after  5  min- 
utes of  watching  the  channel.  1 
change  it.  It  is  there  to  inform 
you.  !  don't  think  that  it  is  for 
entertainment.  If  it  is  for  en- 
tertainment, then  it  should  be 
entertaining." 

Another  student  had  a 
See  "Inlighten"  on  page  3 
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Athletics  Introduces  Drug  Testing  Program 
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Comments? 

Suggestions? 
Angry  letters? 
Please  e-mail: 
thewesternersn 

@yahoo.com 


The  opinions  printe 
this  paper  do  not  necessar 
ily  represent  the  views  of 
the  Westerner,  The  West- 
erner reserves  the  righi  to 
reject  or  correct  any  article, 
letter,  classified  ad,  or  ad- 
vertisement, due  to  space 
limitations,  grammar,  and 
content.  . 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  Writer 

WNEC  athletes  are  be- 
ing randomly  tested  for  per- 
formance enhancers  and  drug 
abuse  for  the  first  time  this 

year. 

The  NCAA  already  re- 
quires schools  sponsoring  di- 
vision 1  and  2  athletic  teams 
to  have  their  players  submit  to 
random  drug  tests. 

This  year  the  NCAA  be- 
gan a  pilot  study  for  drug  test- 
ing in  division  3  schools,  so 
WNEC  athletic  directors  have 
decided  to  develop  their  own 
guidelines. 

"We  decided  to  develop 
a  policy  consistent  with  our 
own  policy  rather  than  having 
something  forced  down  our 
throats,"  said  Coach  Michael 
Theulen. 

The  new  program  aims  to 
promote  three  main  focuses  of 
the  athletic  department. 

The  first  is  to  educate 


athletes  about  the  dangers 
of  personal  substance  abuse 
and  performance  enhance- 
ment. The  NCAA  website  lists 
a  number  of  banned  "street 
drugs"  such  as  heroine  and 
marijuana,  stimulants,  and  an- 
abolic agents  such  as  anabolic 
steroids. 

When  questioned,  ath- 
letes were  unsure  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  steroid  use.  One 
student  admitted  to  hearing 
rumors  of  the  use  of  perfor- 
mance enhancers  and  another 
mentioned  he  wouldn't  be  sur- 
prised if  there  was  some  use 
on  campus. 

"I  don't  know  a  lot  of  D3 
players  who  ever  take  steroids 
or  ever  think  about  it,  so  I'm 
not  worried  about  it,"  said 
Junior  Baseball  player  Ryan 
Kravontka. 

The  second  goal  is  to  in- 
form the  athletes  of  the  conse- 
quences of  these  tests.  Those 
who  fail  to  meet  the  tests  stan- 
dards will  face  minor  penalties 


such  as  counseling. 

"Athletes  are  subject  to 
the  same  disciplinary  conse- 
quences any  other  individual 
would  [be],"  said  Coach  Theu- 
len. 

Earlier  this  year,  athletes 
were  introduced  to  the  Safe 
Harbor  Program.  This  pro- 
gram allows  athletes  with  a 
substance  abuse  problem  to 
come  forward  before  testing. 
Those  students  are  given  the 
opportunity  to  avoid  possible 
punishment,  said  Theulen. 

Student  athletes  were 
reluctant  to  come  forward 
and  comment  on  the  situa- 
tion. Athletes  who  admitted 
they  knew  of  athletes  who 
used  drugs  for  recreational 
purposes  were  always  quick  to 
point  out  the  user  as  a  member 
of  another  team. 

One  athlete  comment- 
ed, "There  are  some  kids  on 
some  of  the  other  sport  teams 
who  smoke  and  do  stuff  like 
that,  but  they  all  told  me  they 


quit. 

However,  most  athletes 
generally  feel  thai  the  test- 
ing is  a  positive  influence  on 
WNEC  athletics. 

"It  really  doesn't  take  any 
extra  time  of  ours  to  be  tested 
because  it's  a  two  minute  pro- 
cess," said  Junior  cross  coun- 
try runner,  Tim  Dannay. 

Students  are  randomly 
chosen  by  a  computer  pro- 
gram and  are  informed  in  the 
morning  that  they  must  come 
to  the  Health  Services  to  sub- 
mit to  a  urine  exam. 

Health  Services  then 
sends  the  tests  to  a  third  party 
organization.  The  coach  also 
commented  on  the  high  so- 
phistication of  the  tests  to 
prevent  athletes  from  trying 
to  cheat  the  results. 

"The  testing  used  is  very 
sensitive.  If  someone  goes 
that  far,  I  advise  them  to  think 
twice.  These  tests  will  pick  up 
very  small  traces,"  said  Theu- 
len. 


Congratulations  to 
Commonwealth  Hall 
for  winning  this  year's 
Freshman  Olympics! 

Phofos  from  lop  right:  Residents  from  Franklin  Hall  show  off  their 
•'spirit pngcrs.  " 

Bottom  right:  Cummonweallh  Hall,  led  by  RA  Stephen  Toomy.  looked 
fierce  in  the  tug-of-war  competition. 

Bottom  left:  Berkshire  Hall  gels  ready  to  pull  (heir  hardest. 
Photos  taken  by  Elizabeth  Smith. 


Does  the  Westerner  look  like  Creek  to  you?  Do  you  want 
to  change  the  way  It  looks,  sounds,  feels,  and  even  tastes? 

Speaking  of  tastes,  do  you  have  any  recipes  you  want 
to  share  with  the  rest  of  the  campus?  (Journalism  tends  to 
make  people  hungry). 

Whatever  you  have  to  say,  the  staff  would  love  to  hear 
from  you,  in  article  submissions,  pictures,  opinions,  or  even 
suggestions.  We  read  everything  that  students  send  in,  even 
if  we  can't  print  them  all! 

Just  e-mail  us  at  thewesternersn@yahoo.com  or  give  us 
a  buzz  at  extension  1580.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from 
you!  , 
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Radio  is  on  the  Air 


Coming  Out  Week 


Elissa  Jacobs 

Contributing  Writer 


The  week  of  October 
2,  2006.  begins  Coming  Out 
Week  sponsored  by  the  Gay/ 
Straight  aUiance  (GSA). 

The  main  purpose  of  the 
week  is  for  people  who  are  al- 
lies to  Western  New  England 
College's  (WNEC)  gay,  les- 
bian, bisexual,  transgender, 
questioning  (GLBTQ)  stu- 
dents to  come  out  and  show 
their  support. 

There  will  be  a  tree  in  the 
campus  center  where  al  1  ies 
can  put  III-. 


to  show  that  "support  is  grow- 
ing." 

According  to  GSA  presi- 
dent Virsaviya  Efraim,  there 
will  also  be  buttons  to  help 
people  show  their  support 
throughout  the  week. 

To  show  support  for  GSA 
and  the  GLBTQ  students, 
people  can  put  their  names  on 
leaves  as  a  public  display  of 
support.  GSA  wants  to  spread 
awareness  and  show  that  there 
is  support  for  GLBTQ  on  cam- 
pus. 

Meetings  for  GSA  are 
Thursdays  at  5  p.m.  in  the 
Cultural  Center  in  Rivers.  All 
arc  \\elci>nu'  to  attend. 


Members  of  GSA  paiiiled  the  rock  encouraging  the  student  body  to 
"  Talk  about  it.  "  GSA  "Coining  Out  Week  "  begins  on  October  2. 


WNEK 

Sara  Flynn 

Slajf  Writer 

Have  a  few  hours  to 
spare?  Love  music?  Try  tuning 
your  radio  to  105. 1  FM,  West- 
em  New  England  College's 
student-run  radio  station. 

WNEK  radio  (105.1  FM) 
was  started  in  1973  by  a  few 
Engineering  students  who 
began  the  entire  radio  sta- 
tion from  scratch  in  Berkshire 
Hall. 

Now  located  in  Rivers 
Arena,  the  station  has  come  a 
long  way  since  1973.  For  ex- 
ample, the  station  is  accred- 
ited and  follows  the  rules  of 
the  Federal  Communications 
Commission. 

If  WNEK.  is  found  to  be 
in  violation  of  these  rules,  their 
license  can  be  taken  away  by 
the  FCC. 

There  are  many  new 
events  planned  for  the  2006- 
2007  school  year,  including 
something  new  called  the 
"Street  Team."  This  is  a  team 
that  is  going  to  be  put  together 
to  visit  campus  events  to  pro- 
mote WNEK. 

The  station  is  changing  in 
a  lot  of  other  ways.  WNEK  is 
bringing  back  their  "Monster 
Bash."  which  is  a  Halloween 
party  thrown  by  the  media 
personnel. 

The  Monster  Bash  will  be 
held  on  Halloween  and  will  be 
located  in  Rivers.  There  will 
be  free  food,  music,  and  will 
have  alcohol  for  of-age  stu- 
dents. 

WNEK  radio  is  also  try- 
ing to  push  for  web  sfream- 


"VCC"  continued 

On  Saturday  October 
14th,  several  activities  will 
be  available  throughout  the 
community,  and  on  Sunday 
October  15,  the  Crop  Walk  for 
Hunger  will  take  place  to  raise 
awareness  and  fiinds  for  hun- 
ger in  the  area. 

Information  and  sign-up 
sheets  will  be  available  in  the 
Campus  Center  mall  during 
the  week  of  October  2-6. 

Joe  Van  Allen,  a  junior, 
participated  in  Make  A  Differ- 
ence Weekend  last  year,  work- 
ing with  the  Lion's  Den,  a  lo- 
cal outreach  organization  for 


ing  so  that  their  station  can 
be  played  online.  This  will 
help  bring  WNEK  radio  to 
more  students.  Plans  for  web 
streaming  are  currently  in  the 
works  with  the  Office  of  Infor- 
mation Technology. 

The  staff  has  grown  re- 
markably since  1973.  Ideally, 
there  should  be  a  full  staff  of 
DJs  so  that  there  is  no  dead  air 
time  broadcast.  However,  this 
has  not  been  the  case  in  recent 
years. 

WNEK  is  looking  for 
staff  members  and  DJs  for  the 
current  school  year.  In  addi- 
tion to  playing  music,  there 
are  a  variety  of  other  positions 
available. 

If  you  are  not  interested 
in  becoming  a  DJ  but  are  in- 
terested in  the  radio  there  are  a 
lot  of  other  positions  available 
such  as  program  manager  who 
provides  the  schedule  for  the 
DJs. 

This  position  is  current 
held  by  Matt  Davis.  Mark 
Debonee  is  the  financial  man- 
ager who  takes  care  of  the 


disadvantaged  teens. 

"I  was  apprehensive 
about  doing  it  at  first,"  said 
Joe,  "but  once  we  showed  up 
and  started  working  with  the 
people  at  the  Lion's  Den.  it 
ended  up  being  a  good  experi- 
ence." 

For  more  information 
about  the  Volunteer  Connec- 
tion Center,  please  contact 
Rose  Gage,  Service  Coordina- 
tor, at  rgage@wnec.edu  or  call 
her  at  782-1638. 

The  VCC  is  located  on 
the  second  floor  of  the  campus 
center  in  room  249. 


budget. 

Tim  Allard  is  the  opera- 
tions manager.  He  takes  care 
of  all  the  equipment  is  also  in 
charge  of  making  sure  every- 
one shows  up  for  their  shows. 

Other  positions  include 
program  director,  public  ser- 
vice announcement  manager, 
news  director,  and  promotions 
manager. 

Musical  directors  are  an- 
other position  available.  A  ra- 
dio station  typically  has  one 
of  these,  but  WNEK  radio  has 
three:  one  for  Metal,  Urban, 
and  Alternative. 

If  you  have  work  study 
and  want  to  work  for  the  sta- 
tion, you  can  do  this  by  be- 
coming a  librarian. 

Librarians  are  the  ones 
who  organize  the  music  and 
give  the  DJs  the  CDs  that  they 
need. 

To  find  out  more  about 
WNEK  radio,  you  can  visit 
their  website  at  http://radio. 
wnec.edu,  or  stop  by  the  sta- 
tion in  Rivers. 


Hi 


A  WNEC  student  paints  on  the 
wall  in  Freedman  Elementary. 
Photo  courtesy  of  Rage  Gage. 


"Inlighten  "  continued 
suggestion  for  making  chan- 
nel IS  more  entertaining. 

Sophomore  Nicole  Cari- 
glan  said,  "Channel  15  should 
incorporate  sports  and  music 
into  the  channel;  that  way, 
more  people  will  watch  it." 

Another  way  to  improve 
Inlighten  could  be  to  add  stu- 
dent-created news  or  enter- 
tainment programming. 

There  is  a  separate  en- 
tity on  campus,  the  broadcast 
studio,  which  currently  offers 
courses  for  students  interested 
in  broadcast  journalism. 

Currently,  the  broadcast- 


ing class  does  not  produce 
material  that  is  aired  on  tele- 
vision, but  some  have  raised 
the  possibility  of  running  the 
shows  on  Inlighten. 

If  you  would  like  to  ad- 
vertise a  campus  event  on  In- 
lighten, then  e-mail  Ian  Mar- 
tin two  weeks  prior  to  the  date 
that  you  wish  your  commer- 
cial to  appear  on  the  channel. 
(Imartin@wnec.edu). 

You  can  send  pictures, 
a  written  message,  and  mu- 
sic files  to  Martin.  The  com- 
mercials can  only  be  used  to 
advertise  college  recognized 
activities. 
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College  Kicks  Off  'Transformations' 


Anna  Yazhbin 

Staff  Write f 


On  September  19.  2006.  the  pub- 
lic phase  of  the  Transformations  pro- 
gram was  officially  launched. 

Transformations  is  the  largest 
fiindraising  campaign  that  Western 
New  England  College  has  ever  at- 
tempted; the  college  is  endeavoring  to 
reach  the  20  million  dollar  level  in  do- 
nations by  December  3 1 ,  2007. 

Germaine  Lang,  Associate  Direc- 
tor of  Alumni  and  Advancement,  in- 
formed The  Westerner  about  the  por- 
tions of  the  Transformations  program 
that  have  already  taken  place.  "In  2003, 
the  Leadership  Phase  of  Transforma- 
tions: The  Campaign  for  Western  New 
England  College  began,"  said  Lang. 

"During  this  time,  significant 
Campaign  gifts  were  solicited  from  our 
leading  supporters  and  those  closest  to 
the  College.  Overall,  SI 5  million  was 
raised  toward  our  $20  million  goal." 

The  money  will  go  towards  vari- 
ous improvement  projects  as  noted  in 
the  adjoining  box.  According  to  Lang, 
the  campaign  will  not  affect  future  tu- 
ition rates. 


Where  the  Money  is  Going 

Academic  Quality  ($8.45  million):  The  College  has  identified  specific 
goals  in  the  areas  of  academic  facilities  and  programs.  These  include  a 
major  expansion  of  the  S.  Prestiey  Blake  Law  Center,  home  to  the  West- 
em  New  England  College  School  of  Law.  Groundbreaking  is  scheduled 
for  spring  of  2007. 

Student  Enrichment  ($4.05  million):  The  College  has  worked  to  up- 
grade non-academic  buildings  used  by  all  students  and  athletic  facilities 
used  by  the  nearly  two-thirds  of  undergraduate  students  who  participate 
in  intercollegiate  and  intramural  sports.  These  improvements  include  a 
major  renovation  of  the  St.  Germain  Campus  Center,  the  new  Golden 
Bear  multi-purpose  turf  stadium,  and  the  George  E.  Trelease  Memorial 
Baseball  Park. 

Financial  Aid  Endowment  ($5  million):  More  than  70  percent  of  un- 
dergraduates and  80  percent  of  law  students  require  some  form  of  finan- 
cial aid.  Gifts  for  financial  aid  endowment  will  ease  the  financial  burden 
on  students  and  their  families,  helping  the  College  attract,  enroll,  and 
retain  deserving,  hardworking  students. 

The  Fund  for  Western  New  England  College  ($2.5  million):  Gifts  to 
the  Fund  for  Western  New  England  College  give  the  institution  the  flex- 
ibility to  address  multiple  areas,  allowing  the  College  to  meet  challenges 
and  capitalize  on  opportunities  for  excellence  as  they  arise. 

Source:  Western  New  England  College  Press  Release 
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$20  Million 

SI  9  Million 
S18  Million 
S1 7  Million 
$16  Million 

$15  Million 


—  $10  Million 


—  $5  Million 


Reasons  to  Support  Transformations 


All  photos  courtesy  of  Anna  Yazhbin. 


Ryan  Kravontka 

Varsity  Baseball  Team 
Athletics  Facilities 


Jessica  Vogel 

Senate  President 
Campus  Center 


Dr.  Sherri-Anne  Walker 

Management  Professor 
Curriculum  &  Faculty 


Erin  Sullivan 

Men 's  Soccer  Coach 
D'Amour  Library 


Stormy  Zink 

Senior 
Financial  Aid 


Aimee  Munnings 

Director 
Law  &  Business  Center 


Eric  HafTner 

Engineering  Professor 
Classrooms  and  Labs 


Lila  West 

Student  Senator 
Fund  for  W  NEC 


Kelly  Koch 

Pres.  Student  Bar  Assn. 
Law  School  Facility 


John  Haskell 

Senior 
A  Better  Place 
&  the  Kresge  Challenge 
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Administration  Should  be  More 
Responsive  to  Student  Input 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 


Western  New  England 
College  is  supposed  to  exist 
to  serve  its  students.  How- 
ever, administrators  are  ignor- 
ing this  fact,  making  crucial 
decisions  without  so  much  as 
asking  for  student 
input. 

A  prime  ex- 
ample of  this  is  the 
new,  gated  entrance 
to  Gateway  Village. 
If  you  talk  to  the  de- 
partment of  Public 
Safety,  diey  will  tell 
you  that  the  gate  is 
intended  to  increase 
the   safety   of  the 

WNEC  community.   

The  problem  is   Construction  has  begun 


Barnes  scheduled  a  plan- 
ning meeting  with  student 
representatives  and  Residence 
Life  staffers  only  after  the 
construction  plans  were  final- 
ized. Barnes  then  went  on  va- 
cation the  day  of  the  meeting, 
and  was  therefore  unable  to 
attend. 


said  he  was  too  busy  to  attend. 
As  a  result,  no  Public  Safety 
officials  attended  that  second 
meeting  to  hear  student  feed- 
back. 

The  general  opinion  of 
these  administrators  is  that 
students  will  not  make  a  fiiss 
about  their  decisions.  Concerns 
that  are  raised  are 
dismissed  because 
noisy  students  will 
be   graduating  in 
a  few  years  and 
won't  be  around  to 
cause  problems  for 
very  long. 

This  attitude  is 
absolutely  unac- 
j  ceptable.  Students 
are  entitled  to  hav- 
ing their  opinions 
the  gate  that  will  limit  vehicle    heard  and  heeded. 


that  nobody  asked  the 
community  what  they 
thought  about  the  safety  mea- 
sures. Instead,  the  department 
of  Public  Safety  acted  over 
the  summer,  coming  up  with 
a  plan  that  affects  the  entire 
college  community,  and  they 
did  so  without  any  input  from 
students. 

The  gate  was  the  project 
of  Gary  Barnes,  the  Direc- 
tor of  Public  Safety.  He  acted 
without  any  student  input  this 
summer  when  he  contracted 
the  gate's  construction. 


access  to  Gateway  Village 
In  fact,  no  member  of 
Public  Safety  was  scheduled 
to  be  at  the  meeting  at  all. 
Capt.  Adam  Woodrow,  the 
second  in  command  of  Public 
Safety,  happened  to  be  pick- 
ing up  lunch  in  the  Rock  when 
he  was  asked  to  attend  the 
meeting,  which  was  already 
in  progress,  and  answer  ques- 
tions. 

With  Barnes  still  on  va- 
cation at  a  subsequent  meeting 
with  student  representatives 
(myself  included),  Woodrow 


In  a  business,  it's  the 
people  writing  the 
checks  that  have  the  final  say 
about  the  direction  of  the  or- 
ganization. 

The  people  receiving 
those  checks  are  the  ones  who 
are  supposed  to  listen  and  be 
responsive  to  those  needs. 

It's  high  time  that  WNEC 
administrators  took  a  long, 
hard  look  at  just  who's  writ- 
ing the  checks.  If  they  do,  they 
might  become  a  little  more 
responsive  to  student  input  in 
the  future. 


"ITHlHMVlWr  ADIVDREE,  JOE...I  DCKT  HMD  YOU  ATTRKmVEWfWDREJ' 


Letter  to  the  Editor 

Dear  Westerner, 

First  part:  The  bad.  Nothing  screams  "sell-out"  like 
running  ads  for  money  that,  and  this  is  the  important  part, 
are  almost  absolutely  useless  to  the  audience  of  the  paper. 
The  Comcast  ad  in  the  September  1 8th  issue  of  The  West- 
erner falls  into  this  category. 

Those  of  us  living  on  campus  cannot  take  advantage 
of  the  offer  in  the  ad  due  to  school  policies;  some  on  the 
staff  may  recall  in  the  past  student  attempts  at  getting  pri 
vate  Internet  fi"om  Comcast  were  shot  down.  Those  of  us 
living  off  campus  who  are  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  of- 
fer, a  minority,  probably  do  not  ever  pick  up  copies  of  The 
Westerner  and  therefore  never  see  the  ad. 

Even  ads  from  the  local  grocery  stores  would  be  push- 
ing the  relevancy  threshold  since  they  would  not  have 
much  application  to  those  living  in  the  dormitories. 

Second  part:  the  good.  If  it  helps  the  paper  to  print 
relevant  ads  on  a  single  page,  there  is  not  a  lot  wrong  with 
that.  But  having  more  than  a  single  page  devoted  to  adver- 
tisements would  significantly  lower  my  interest  in  reading 
the  Westerner.  If  I  wanted  to  see  ads  embedded  in  every 
thing  I  try  to  read,  I'd  go  on  the  Internet. 

Sincerely, 

Tim  Healey 


Dear  Tim, 

Thank  you  for  your  response  to  The  Westerner.  /  wanted 
to  inform  you  that  the  decision  to  run  the  fiill  page  Comcast 
advertisement  was  mine  alone.  It  was  made  under  considerable 
protest  from  my  assistant  editor,  as  I  "m  sure  you  already  know. 
There  were  tivo  main  reasons  I  decided  to  run  the  ad. 

First,  we  are  still  growing  as  a  newspaper,  and  sometimes 
our  content  doesn  t  quite  mesh  with  our  page  number  constraints. 
The  choice  we  had  in  the  last  issue  was  to  run  the  paper  as  you 
saw  it,  or  to  cut  it  hack  to  a  four  page  issue,  thereby  eliminating 
two  pages  of  content. 

I  made  the  ultimate  decision  that  six  pages  of  content  with 
a  photo-spread  and  an  advertisement  was  of  better  service  to  the 
student  population  than  a  four  page  issue. 

Secondly,  the  decision  was  motivated  to  a  much  lesser 
tent  by  the  revenue  earned  from  running  the  ad.  The  Westerner 
receives  a  considerable  budget  from  the  Student  Senate,  most  of 
which  goes  straight  to  printingfees.  I  believe  that,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  students  whose  money  we  are  using,  it  is  our  responsibility 
to  make  a  reasonable  attempt  to  raise  revenue  in  order  to  keep 
costs  down. 

I  have  received  a  great  deal  of  verbal  feedback  on  the  top- 
ic of  advertisements  rcccnilv.  and  it  has  mostly  been  positive. 
While  advertising  will  most  likely  be  present  in  The  Westerner 
from  here  on  in.  I  can  promise  you  that  we  won 't  go  overboard 
with  too  many  of  them.  I  hope  that  you  understand  my  position 
on  this  matter  and  that  you  will  continue  reading. 

Thanks  again  for  your  feedback. 

Sincerely. 

Jonathan  O  Hara 
Editor  in  Chief 
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Hated  It 


The  Last  Kiss 


Loved  It 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 


I'm  convinced  that  the  produc- 
ers of  this  film  are  deliberately  trying 
to  suck  the  fun  out  of  the  movie-going 
experience. 

This  movie  was  one  of  the  most 
depressing  that  I  have  ever  seen.  The 
film  was  built  on  the  premise  thai  life 
sucks  on  multiple  levels,  and  it  pro- 
ceeded to  prove  its  case  with  a  number 
of  tragic  relationship  plotlines. 

The  Last  Kiss,  starring  Zach  Braff 
of  Scrubs  fame,  follows  five  dysftinc- 
tional  relationship  storylines.  They  es- 
sentially all  go  from  bad  to  worse,  and 
just  when  you  think  you've  seen  it  all, 
things  get  even  more  depressing. 

Don't  get  me  wrong:  I'm  not  a 
happy-go-lucky  guy  by  any  stretch 
of  the  imagination.  But,  if  1  want  to 
know  how  bad  relationships  can  be,  I 
can  simply  phone  my  ex-girlfriend  and 
save  myself  the  $7  for  a  movie  ticket. 

The  film  itself  was  wretched. 
Most  characters  were  underdeveloped, 
and  the  writers  opened  with  too  many 
storylines  only  to  drop  most  of  them 
halfway  through. 

Braff's  character  (whom  I  de- 
spise, partly  because  he  reminds  me  of 
Ray  Romano)  was  quite  possibly  over- 
developed. He  was  supposed  to  play 


a  sympathetic  character,  but  the  only 
people  needing  sympathy  in  this  flick 
were  the  yawning  audience  members. 

A  onHne  movie  reviewer  on  Yahoo, 
com  summed  up  this  film  in  three 
words:  "diet  soda  bad!" 

1  found  The  Last  Kiss  to  be  bor- 
ing, tedious,  not  fijnny,  complicated, 
and  poorly  written.  Basically,  it's  as 
bad  as  an  episode  of  Scrul)s,  only  4 
times  as  long. 

You  should  avoid  seeing  this 
movie  at  all  costs. 


Elizabeth  Smith 

Assistant  Editor 


The  Last  Kiss  is  not  a  first  date 
movie.  It's  probably  not  a  second  date 
movie  either.  In  fact,  I'm  not  entirely 
sure  that  you  should  ever  see  this  mov- 
ie with  a  significant  other  imless  you 
are  prepared  to  have  a  three  hour  long 
argument  afterwards  on  where  exactly 
your  relationship  is  headed. 

The  plot  circles  around  Zach 
Braff  and  his  three  male  buddies  as 


Too  see,  or  not  to  see?  These  n^n  u,iih'  ^      hcail-lo-head  n 
that  question  for  the  readers  nhuii!  ihc  new  fihi  "The  Last 
Photo  courtesy  of  ReelMovieCrific.com. 


they  struggle  with  marriage,  love,  and 
one-night  stands  that  last  too  long. 

Braff  plays  Michael,  a  twenty- 
nine  year  old  man  who  just  found  out 
that  his  long-term  girlfiiend  is  preg- 
nant. He  then  meets  Kim,  The  O.C.'s 
Rachel  Bilson,  a  twenty-year  old  col- 
lege girl  who  has  amazing  dance  skills. 
See  the  dilemma? 

Besides  Kim,  the  only  memorable 
woman  in  the  movie  is  50-something 
year  old  Arma.  played  by  BIythe  Dan- 
ner.  She  offers  wisdom  and  maturity 
when  it  is  needed  most  in  the  movie. 

Members  of  the  BIythe  Danner 
fan  club  will  even  remember  her  from 
To  Wong  Foo  Thanks  for  Nothing,  Ju- 
lie Newmar  (Facebook  group  will  be 
created  soon.) 

Written  by  Paul  Haggis,  the  same 
man  who  brought  us  Crash.  Tlie  Last 
Kiss  left  me  wondering  why  it  had  to 
end  so  soon  with  so  many  character 
underdeveloped.  Haggis  has  already 
shown  his  potential  for  interweaving 
lives:  What  happened  here? 

Overall,  I  liked  this  movie.  I  will 
probably  see  it  again.  It's  really  hard 
not  to  love  Zach  Braff  even  if  you  want 
to  slap  his  character  in  the  face. 

Plus,  the  soundtrack  was  absolutely 
incredible  with  hits  by  Snow  Patrol 
and  Coldplay.  I  hope  to  see  it  on  the 
directory  sometime  soon.  


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  *  *  * 


*  Moderate  *  *  Challenging 
***  HOOBOY! 

Obom  by  Kng  FMfejrw  SvrKtcM  mc  wertd  ngns  rawrwa 


Moments 
in  time 

THiHiSrORVClUNNEL 

On  Oct.  8,  1871,  the  Great  Fire  of 
Chicago  breaks  out  in  a  bam  be- 
hind the  cottage  of  Patrick  O'Leary. 
Winds  blowing  off  the  prairie  fed 
the  flames,  eventually  consuming 
a  4-mi!e-long  and  2/3-miie-wide 
swath  of  the  city. 

On  Oct.  7,  1913,  Henry  Ford's 
entire  Highland  Park  automobile 
factory  is  run  for  the  first  time  on 
a  continuously  moving  assembly 
line.  A  motor  and  rope  pulled  the 
chassis  past  workers  and  parts  on 
the  factory  floor,  culling  the  man- 
hours  required  to  complete  one 
"Model  T'  from  12-1/2  hours  to 


On  Oct.  2,  1922,  the  New  York 
Stock  Exchange  opens  the  doors  to 


its  new  offices.  Like  its  predecessor, 
the  11 -story  building  was  located  in 
downtown  New  York  City,  at  1 1  Wall 
Street. 

On  Oct.  3,  1941,  the  "Maltese  Fal- 
con." starring  Humphrey  Bogart  as 
hard-boiled  detective  Sam  Spade, 
opens.  The  film  marked  the  first  time 
Bogart's  name  appeared  above  the 
title  of  the  movie  on  a  film  credit. 

On  Oct.  S,  1950,  the  game  show 
"You  Bet  Your  Life,"  starring  host 
Groucho  Marx,  airs  its  first  TV  epi- 
sode. Thanks  to  Marx's  sarcastic 
humor  and  improvised  wisecracks, 
the  show  became  a  hit  first  on  radio 
and  then  on  television  and  ran  until 
1961. 


On  Oct.  6,  1961,  President  John  F 
Kennedy  advises  American  fami- 
lies to  build  bomb  shelters  to  pro- 
tect them  from  atomic  fallout  in  the 
event  of  a  nuclear  exchange  with  the 
Soviet  Union.  One  year  later,  true  to 
Kennedy's  fears,  the  world  hovered 
on  the  brink  of  full-scale  nuclear 
war  when  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis 
erupted  over  the  USSR's  placement 
of  nuclear  missiles  in  Cuba. 

On  Oct.  4, 1970,  singer  Janis  Joplin 
dies  from  a  heroin  overdose  at  the 
Landmark  Hotel  in  Hollywood.  Ca- 
lif Joplin's  unrestrained  personality 
and  passionate,  raspy  voice  made 
her  a  symbol  of  the  intensity  and 
rebellious  spirit  of  the  late  1960s. 
The  single  "Me  and  Bobby  McGee" 
topped  the  charts  in  March  1971  af- 
ter her  death. 

(c)  2006  King  Fcaliires  Synd..  Inc. 
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Snakes  on  a  Plane  Bites 


Samuel  L.  Jackson  (left)  and 
movie  that  developed  a  targt 

Nick  Langner 

Stajf  Writer 

Few  movies  that  gener- 
ate parodies  before  their  re- 
lease and  don't  have  advanced 
screenings  end  up  being  box 
office  hits.  On  August  1 8, 
2006,  Snakes  on  a  Plane  broke 
both  of  these,  and  many  other, 
movie  standards. 

Starring  acclaimed  actor 
Samuel  L.  Jackson  (who  want- 
ed to  play  a  part  in  the  movie 
because  of  its  title).  Snakes  on 
a  Plane  has  taken  cult  movies 
to  the  next  level. 

Jackson  was  not  the  only 
one  intrigued  by  the  title;  thou- 
sands of  Internet  users  became 
fans  of  this  movie  and  made 
parody  songs  and  videos  about 
it  before  its  release,  making  it 
the  most  intemet-hyped  movie 
of  all  time. 

The  internet  hype  actu- 
ally added  to  the  film;  the 
film's  catchphrase  "Enough 
is  enough!  I've  HAD  it  with 
these  motherf*"  *  *  ing  snakes 
on  this  motherf***ing  plane!" 
was  used  in  an  internet  parody 
before  actually  being  added  to 
the  movie. 

The  movie  starts  out  with 
vacationing  surfer  Sean  Jones 


Tygh  Runyan  (right)  in  'Snakes  on  a 
cult  following  this  summer.  Photos 
(Nathan  Phillips)  witnessing 
the  murder  of  a  prosecutor  in 
Hawaii.  When  the  murderous 
gangsters  realize  that  they've 
been  seen,  they  set  out  to  kill 
Jones. 

Instead  of  hiring  a  hit 
man  to  shoot  him  or  blow  up 
his  car,  they  decide  that  load- 
ing Jones's  plane  with  poison- 
ous snakes  is  a  more  practical 
assassination  method. 

The  rest  of  the  movie 
deals  with  the  snakes  wreak- 
ing havoc  on  the  plane  and 
passengers,  while  FBI  agent 
Neville  Flynn  (Samuel  L. 
Jackson)  uses  every  means 
at  his  disposal  to  kill  off  the 
snakes  and  protect  the  passen- 
gers. 

Snakes  on  a  Plane  was 
a  once-in-a-lifetime  movie 
event.  The  hype  surrounding 
it  was  massive,  based  mainly 
on  the  fact  that  it  was  such  a 
ridiculous  plot. 

Moviegoers  packed  the 
theaters,  collectively  cheering 
and  applauding  during  certain 
scenes  in  the  movie  (such  as 
during  Jackson's  much  an- 
ticipated line)  and  laughing  at 
some  of  the  scenes  that  were 
so  lame  they  were  fionny. 

Overall,  it  was  a  great 
novelty  film.  The  main  plot 


Plane ',  the  much  anticipated 
courtesy  ofwww.yahoo.com. 
seemed  completely  random, 
and  the  fact  that  a  renowned 
actor  was  playing  the  lead 
role  made  it  even  more  un- 
usual. The  snakes  in  the  movie 
were  extremely  unconvincing, 
which  added  to  the  cominess. 

The  means  by  which  the 
snakes  caused  mayhem  was 
pretty  unrealistic;  not  that  the 
whole  concept  of  a  mobster 
using  snakes  on  a  plane  as  an 
assassination  technique  is  any 
more  likely. 

While  the  movie  was  in- 
tended to  be  a  horror  film,  it 
ended  up  being  more  of  a  com- 
edy. There  was  certainly  more 
laughter,  jeers,  and  audience 
involvement  during  Snakes  on 
a  Plane  than  in  any  traditional 
horror  flick. 

Watching  S>nakes  on  a 
Plane  was  a  great  experience 
because  it  was  one  of  the 
most  ridiculous  movies  I've 
ever  seen.  There  was  surpris- 
ingly serious  acting  for  such  a 
random  plot,  and  the  cinema- 
tography was  of  much  higher 
quality  than  expected. 

If  you  missed  seeing 
Snakes  on  a  Plane  in  theaters, 
I  recommend  renting  it  at  the 
very  least.  Snakes  on  a  Plane 
definitely  did  not  bite,  but  it's 
worth  a  look. 


ATTENTION  SeNIORS 

"£00  DAyS"  PARTyi 

THURSDAy,  OCTOBER  26TH,  2006 
9-11  PM  IN  THE  ROCK 

COMe  OUT  FOR  MUSIC,  FOOD,  AND  DRINKS  TO  CEL- 
EBRATE  £00  DAyS  UNTIL  GRADUATION! 


The  TV  Guy 
Calls  It  a  Night 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff' Writer 


Sunday: 

With  Sunday  Night  Football  dominating  NBC's  lineup  for  sev- 
eral months,  I'll  pick  and  choose  my  games.  Otherwise.  The 
CW's  Everybody  Hates  Chris  will  kick  off  my  evening.  Later 
on,  I'm  pretty  devoted  to  ABC.  However  since  I'm  going  to 
spend  30  minutes  with  the  Griffins,  I'm  going  to  need  my  DVR 
to  catch  the  entire  hour  on  Wysteria  Lane.  Then,  join  me  in 
sampling  new  family  drama  Brothers  and  Sisters. 

Monday: 

As  the  school  week  commences,  the  Camdens  return  with  the 
record-breaking  11  Ih  season  of  7th  Heaven  on  the  CW.  Then, 
to  fill  the  Everwood  void,  I  am  going  devote  the  next  hour  to 
new  thriller  Runaway.  But,  as  a  TV  nut.  I  have  to  give  the  other 
networks  a  shot  too!  Somewhat  sluggish  Deal  or  No  Deal  still 
draws  me  in,  as  does  new  CBS  comedy  The  Class.  Then  at 
10:00.  I'm  leaning  toward  Matthew  Perry's  new  Studio  60  on 
the  Sunset  Strip. 

l\iesday: 

The  night's  best  show.  House,  is  moving  back  home  to  9:00  in 
November.  So,  Fox  has  allowed  me  to  peacefully  enjoy  a  ren- 
dezvous with  the  entertaining  Gilmore  Girls.  I  have  to  watch 
them  -  it's  a  well-written  show!  Recording  will  take  care  of 
NBC's  movie-tumed-TV  drama  Friday  Night  Lights,  and  I'll 
also  schedule  a  session  with  the  mentally  disturbing  Help  Me 
Help  You. 

Wednesday: 

I  think  my  devotion  to  this  night  will  be  entirely  made  up  of 
new  shows.  For  starters,  NBC's  30  Rock  stars  SNL  alums  Tra- 
cy Morgan  and  Tina  Fey.  It  has  "best  new  comedy"  written  all 
over  it.  And  right  after,  I  think  I'll  make  some  more  memories 
with  Twenty  Good  Years.  But  it's  at  10:00  where  I'll  be  focus- 
ing my  attention  on  new  ABC  thriller  The  Nine.  After  already 
seeing  the  October  4  pilot,  I've  dubbed  it  as  the  season's  best 
new  drama. 

Thursday: 

The  networks  just  had  to  make  Thursdays  the  busiest  night  of 
the  week  didn't  they!  Fox's  "77/  Death  and  NBC's  The  Office 
will  give  me  the  laughs  I  need  to  make  it  to  9:00.  If  I'm  still 
not  busy,  I'll  stick  it  out  for  the  second  night  of  Deal  or  No 
Deal. ..hut  my  poor  DVR!  It's  going  to  be  on  full  blast  with 
My  Name  is  Earl,  Grey's  Anatomy,  and  a  trial  run  of  the  mun- 
dane-looking Six  Degrees.  If  I  really  feel  the  need  to  be  in  on 
the  "Java  City  talk"  Friday  morning  then  I'll  give  the  Seattle 
Grace  docs  a  visit  the  night  before. 

Friday: 

I  vowed  not  to  watch  Ghost  Whisperer  last  year  after  it  took  the 
spot  of  my  beloved  Joan  of  Arcadia  but  I  got  sucked  in  any- 
way. ABC  dramedy  Men  in  Trees  will  get  some  sampling  from 
me  as  well.  Don't  be  fooled  by  the  title!  Then,  as  a  math  major. 
I  will  definitely  be  playing  with  Nurnb3rs.  Oh  -  and  for  the  re- 
cord -  all  of  these  shows  will  be  recorded!  You  don't  actually 
think  I  will  be  in  front  of  my  TV  on  a  Friday  night,  do  you? 

Saturday: 

Come  on  guys. .  .give  me  a  night  off! 
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Player  Profile  Spotlight:  Cross  Country 


In  the  brief  time  tliat  he 
has  been  running  here  at  WNEC, 
Asif  Abdul-Wadud  has  shown  that 
he  is  one  of  the  top  cross  country 
runners  in  the  GNAC  conference. 

As  a 
freshman,  Asif 
surprised  many 
by  finishing  first 
in  the  GNAC 
championship 
and  second 
at  the  WNEC 
Invitational.  In 
his  sophomore 
year,  he  looked 
to  improve  even 
more,  but  his 
season  was ended 
prematurely  by 
injuries. 

This  year 
Asif.anElectrical 
Engineering 
major  who  grew 
up  in  Springfield, 
looks  to  stay  healthy  and  help 
lead  the  Golden  Bears  to  a  GNAC 
Championship. 

He  started  this  season 
off  with  a  bang,  being  named 
GNAC  runner  of  the  week  for  his 
performance  on  September  19  at 


Asif  Abdul-Wadud 


the  UMass-Dartmouth  Shriners 
Invitational.  In  the  race,  he  set  a 
school  record  for  a  five  mile  race 
with  a  blazing  time  of  27  minutes, 
32  seconds.  Asif  says  he  hopes  to 
break  that  mark 
by  seasons  end. 

Asif  started 
running  track  at 
age  7  and  then 
moved  into  cross 
country. 

He  is  not  just 
a  runner.  Here 
at  WNEC  he 
has  also  been  a 
member  of  the 
basketball  team. 

Asif  says  that 
to  be  successful 
in  cross  country 
"you  need  to  be 
mentally  tough. 
Ifyou  don't  have 
the  discipline 
to  push  yourself 
in  practice  and  the  off-season,  then 
you  will  not  be  able  to  keep  up  with 
the  field  in  the  race." 

Look  for  Asif  to  be  at 
the  front  of  the  pack  trying  to 
help  lead  WNEC  to  a  conference 
championship  this  season. 


For  the  past  two  seasons    country  as  another  path  to  keeping 
Kaylee  Martin  has  been  leading  the    herself  active  and  pursuing  her 
pack  here  at  WNEC.  This  junior    passion  for  running, 
with  a  dual  major  of  finance  and  She  came  to  WNEC  in 

accounting  from  Holmes,  New  York    2004  and  immediately  showed 

her  talent 
finishing  in 
the  top  ten  of 
threedifferent 
races. 

However, 
cross  country 
is  not  always 
about 
winning. 
Kaylee  says 
"my  best 
memories 
here  at 
WNEC  have 
been  the  team 
camaraderie 
that  I  formed 
with  my 
teammates. 
We  help  each 
other,  we  push  each  other  to  do 
our  best,  and  we  have  fun." 

This  year  Kaylee 's  goals 
are  to  help  her  team  repeat  as 
GNAC  Champs  and  to  run  5000 


Kaylee  Martin 

WNEC;  she  has  finished  in  the 
top  five  in  both  of  her  GNAC 
Championship  races. 

Kaylee  got  a  late  start  in 
cross  country,  taking  up  the  sport 
as  a  sophomore  in  high  school.  She   meters  in  under  20  minutes 
started  out  in  track,  and  found  cross 


Player  Profiles  by  Stuart  Rice,  Staff  Writer. 


UPCOMING  FALL  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 

Home  Games  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  a  "c" 


WOMEN'S  FIELD  HOCKEY 

WOMEN'S  SOCCER 

10/03 

Tue 

Becker  College  c 

4:00  PM 

10/04 

Wed 

Norwich  University  c 

3:00  PM  V 

10/08 

Sun 

University  of  Maine,  Farmington  c 

1:00  PM 

10/07 

Sat 

Simmons  College  c 

1:00  PM 

10/12 

Thu 

Smitli  College 

4:00  PM 

10/11 

Wed 

Western  Connecticut  State  University 

6:00  PM 

10/14 

Sat 

Husson  College  c 

1 :00  PM 

10/14 

Sat 

Johnson  and  Wales  University  c 

1:00  PM 

10/15 

Sun 

Simmons  College  c 

1:00  PM 

10/18 

Wed 

Albertus  Magnus  College  c 

4:00  PM 

FOOTBALL 

MEN'S  SOCCER 

10/07 

Sat 

University  of  Massachusetts,  Dartmouth  cl:00  PM 

10/03 

Tue 

Albertus  Magnus  College  c 

4:00  PM 

10/14 

Sat 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  c 

1:30  PM 

10/07 

Sat 

SufTolk  University  c 

11:00  AM 

CROSS  COUNTRY  Women 

Men 

10/11 

Wed 

Amherst  College 

4:00  PM 

10/07 

Sat 

Weslfield  State  Inv.                 1 1 :00 

Noon 

10/14 

Sat 

Daniel  Webster  College  c 

1 :00  PM 

10/14 

Sat 

WNECInvKational  11:00 

11:45  AM 

10/17 

T*ie 

Keene  State  College 

3:30  PM 

WOMEN'S  TENNIS 

WOMEN'S  VOLLEYBALL 

10/04 

Wed 

Western  Connecticut  State  University 

4:00  PM 

10/05 

Thu 

Lasell  College 

7:00  PM 

10/05 

Thu 

Bay  Path  College 

4:00  PM 

10/12 

Thu 

Emmanuel  College  c 

7:00  PM 

:10/07 

Sat 

Emmanuel  College  c 

2:30  PM 

10/14 

Sat 

Pine  Manor  College  c 

11:OOAM^ 

10/14 

Sat 

Simmons  College  c 

Noon 

10/14 

Sat 

Simmons  College  c 

3:00  PM 

jlO/18 

Wed 

GNAC  Tournament  (postseason  game) 

TBA 

10/19 

Thu 

Framingham  Stale  College 

6:00  PM 
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Governor  Hopefuls  Debate  in  Springfield 


Matthew  Caron 

On  October  3,  American 
International  College  played 
host  to  the  second  of  five 
scheduled  debates  between 
the  candidates  for  Massachu- 
setts governor. 

Democratic  frontrunner 
Deval  Patrick  squared  off  with 
Republican  Kerry  Healey.  In- 
dependent Christy  Mihos  and 
Green-Rainbow  candidate 
Grace  Ross  were  also  at  the 
podium. 

The  issues  debated  In- 
cluded taxes,  the  Big  Dig, 
global  wanning,  education, 
healthcare,  and  crime.  The  for- 
mat allowed  the  candidates  to 
ask  each  other  questions.  They 
tried  to  draw  distinctions  be- 
tween their  policies  while  tak- 


ing shots  at  each  other  along 
the  way. 

Healey  spoke  about  how 
the  voters  of  Massachusetts 
have  overwhelmingly  voted  to 
roll  back  the  income  tax.  Heal- 
ey. who  also  supports  the  roll- 
back, criticized  her  opponents 
who  do  not  support  it.  "Why 
do  each  of  you  disrespect  the 
will  of  the  voters  and  feel  that 
your  opinion  is  more  impor- 
tant than  theirs?"  she  asked. 

Mihos  fired  back,  saying 
that  Healey  represented,  "a 
borderline  corrupt  adminis- 
tration and  failed  policies."  It 
was  these  constant  retorts  by 
Mihos  that  kept  Healey  fi-om 
ever  directly  challenging  De- 
val Patrick. 

In  an  exclusive  interview 
with  The  Westerner,  Mihos 
was  asked  how  he  responded 


Deval  Patrick  (Democrat-left)  and  Kerry  Healey  (Republican-right), 
are  the  two  major  candidates  in  the  MA  gubernatorial  race. 
Photos  courtesy  of  Matthew  Caron,  Westerner  staff. 
to  the  accusation  that  he  is  just    very  beginning?  ...  I  am  for 


a  spoiler  candidate  who  is  pro- 
tecting Patrick  by  taking  votes 
fi-om  Healey. 

Mihos  answered,  "How 
do  you  spoil  an  administration 
that  has  been  spoiled  from  the 


sure  runnmg  my  own  cam- 
paign." 

The  Westerner  was  also 
able  to  talk  directly  with  the 
lieutenant  governor. 
See  "Governor"  on  page  3 


TB  Case  Not  a 
Cause  for  Alarm 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

On  September  21.  the 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege Department  of  Health 
Services  was  informed  that  a 
member  of  the  college  com- 
munity was  infected  with 
tuberculosis  (TB)  during  the 
spring  semester  of  2006. 

The  call  came  fi-om  the 
Massachusetts  Public  Health 
Department,  which  was  the 
first  organization  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  infection. 

Tuberculosis  is  a  bacte- 
rial infection  of  the  lungs. 
There  are  generally  two  types 
of  TB:  active  and  latent. 

Active  TB  lives  in  the 
lungs  and  can  be  spread  to 
others  through  the  air.  Latent 
TB  is  located  elsewhere  in  the 
body  and  cannot  be  spread  to 
others. 

Latent  TB  can  develop 
into  an  active  infection,  but 
only  if  a  person's  immune 
system  is  compromised  by 


other  factors. 

"We  had  one  person  [on 
campus]  who  had  [the]  active 
disease,  and  probably  had  the 
active  disease  last  semester." 
said  nurse  practitioner  Kathy 
Reid,  Director  of  Health  Ser- 
vices. 

Health  Services  contact- 
ed that  individual,  who  then 
gave  the  names  of  people  with 
whom  they  had  been  in  contact 
during  the  spring.  Those  indi- 
viduals were  called  by  Health 
Services  and  asked  to  come  in 
for  a  TB  test,  which  is  similar 
to  an  allergy  shot. 

Health  Services  also  ad- 
ministered tests  to  any  indi- 
viduals who  were  concerned. 
Tests  are  still  available  fi-ee  of 
charge.  "If  you're  nervous, 
come  on  in  and  be  tested," 
Reid  stated. 

According  to  Reid,  the 
possibility  of  infection  is  very 
low.  Of  about  270  people  test- 
ed so  far,  approximately  five 
had  positive  reactions. 

These  results  don't  mean 
See  "TB"  on  page  3 


Alumni  to  Return 
for  Homecoming 


Jeff  Lee 

Staff  Writer 


Western  New  England 
College  alumni  will  gather  on 
campus  on  Friday,  October  20 
and  Saturday,  October  21  for 
the  2006  Homecoming  Week- 
end celebration.  The  event  al- 
lows alumni  to  reconnect  with 
fiiends  and  meet  with  current 
students. 

Friday  evening  will  fea- 
ture both  a  Termis  Alumni  Re- 
union Dinner  and  a  Comedy 
night  with  comedian  Adam 
Ferraro  in  Rivers  Memorial. 
An  Alumni  Awards  Dinner 
will  also  be  held  on  Friday 
night  to  celebrate  the  2006 
Alumnus  of  the  Year. 

The  Alumnus  of  the 
Year  Award  is  "presented  to 
an  alumnus/alumna  having 
displayed  an  extraordinary 
commitment  to  professional 
achievement,  to  civic  respon- 
sibility, to  high  personal  stan- 
dards, and  to  Western  New 
England  College  with  a  spirit 


of  knowledge,  integrity  and 
service." 

This  year's  award  will 
recognize  Donald  G.  Camp- 
bell '73/G'79.  fi-om  Brimfield, 
MA.  Campbell  is  vice  chair- 
man of  The  TJX  Companies, 
Inc.  in  Framingham.  MA.  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Col- 
lege's Board  of  Trustees  since 
2005.  Campbell  also  made 
College  history  this  year  with 
his  $1  million  pledge  to  the 
Transformations  Campaign, 
making  one  of  the  largest  gifts 
by  a  living  alumnus. 

The  2006  Skookum 
Awards  will  also  be  presented 
at  the  Alumni  Awards  Din- 
ner. Derived  fi-om  the  Native 
American  word  for  "excel- 
lence," the  Skookum  Award  is 
designed  to  recognize  students 
who  have  demonstrated  their 
leadership  abilities  through 
academic  success,  athletic 
excellence,  co-curricular  in- 
volvement, and  community 
service. 

Skookum  Awards  are  giv- 
See  "Homecoming  "  on  page  2 
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Student  Senate  News 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staf  Writer 

U&ME  DENIED  FUNDS 

A  motion  to  allocate 
an  additional  $10,000  to  the 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege diversity  club.  United 
and  Mutually  Equal  (U&ME) 
was  denied  by  Student  Senate 
on  October  3, 

Under  the  impression  that 
the  ftinding  would  be  directed 
towards  off  campus  events, 
senate  denied  U&ME's  plea 
for  an  additional  $10,000  to 
their  initial  $1,500  allocation 
from  the  last  meeting.  Instead, 
senate  approved  a  motion  to 
allocate  $4,500. 

"U&ME  is  one  ofthe  only 
c  1  ubs  that  actually  requires 
dues,"  said  Arts  &  Sciences 
Representatives  and  U&ME 
Public  Relations  Chair  Deana 
Sie.  Marie 

"They  do  a  lot  of  fund- 
raisers and  [  feel  we  give  a  lot 
of  money  to  clubs  that  don't 
even  do  fundraisers,  collect 
dues  or  aren't  putting  the  same 
amount  back  into  the  greater 
school  community." 

Senate  members  pointed 
out  items  such  as  the  $720 
directed  towards  going  to  the- 
aters. It  was  argued  that  any 
other  club  would  be  expected 
to  collect  this  money  on  their 


U&ME  is  responsible 
for  campus  events  such  as  a 
Christmas  holiday  party  for 
area  children,  months  for  ev- 
ery heritage.  World  Fest,  and 
Unity  Fest. 

U&ME  representatives 
are  permitted  to  return  to  sen- 
ate to  ask  for  additional  fimd- 
ing  later  this  year. 

SENATE  ELECTIONS 

Ten  new  Senate  members 
have  been  elected  for  the  fall 
2006  semester.  They  are: 

Vitaliy  Vusenko  with 
alternate  Michael  Marino 
and  Tara  Le  Pino  with  alter- 
nate Natalia  Tango  as  Arts 
and  Science  Representatives. 

AJ  Papppas  with  alter- 
nate Scott  Graver  as  Busi- 
ness Representatives. 

David  Morrisey  with 
alternate  Michael  Graham 
and  Jennifer  Scholler  with 
alternate  Shawn  Pepin  as 
Freshman  Class  Representa- 
tives. 

Elections  were  held  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  26. 


Terrence  Edwards  attends 
Student  Senate  meetings  every 
week  in  order  to  inform  read- 
ers of  The  Westerner  about  the 
workings  of  the  fVNEC  student 
government 


First  Annual  "Fall  fori 
WNEC"  Photo  Contest 


Do  you  think  you're  pretty  good  at  taking  pictures? 
Want  the  opportunity  to  win  prizes,  and  have  your  photos 
published  in  The  Westerner"^  Then  this  contest  is  for  you. 

We're  looking  for  pictures  that  best  represent  WNEC 
in  the  fail.  Winners  will  be  chosen  by  the  Westerner  staff, 
and  will  be  printed  in  the  November  1 8  issue. 

GRAND  PRIZE:  (for  the  best  overall  picture): 
^25  Gift  Certificates  to  Wings  over  Springfield ! 
RUNNER  UP:  i.^s  Gift  certificates  to  Dunkin' 
Donuts. 

FUNNIEST  PHOTO:  (if  you  haven't  figured 
out  what  this  is  for,  stop  reading  this  paper):  Gift 
Certificate  to  the  Eastfield  Mall. 

Rules: 

1 )  No  one  from  The  Westerner  staff  is  allowed  to  enter  the  con- 
test; we  give  you  shirts,  you  selfish  mongers! 

2)  No  professors  or  squirrels  can  be  harmed  in  the  making  of 
your  photo  entry,  for  fear  of  a  nutty  retaliation. 

3)  Digital  photos  should  be  emailed  to  lhewestemersn@yahoo. 
com.  Be  sure  to  include  your  name  and  email  address. 

4)  Regular  photos  (with  contact  information)  can  be  dropped  in 
the  Westerner  drop  box  located  in  Rivers  1 03. 

5)  Inappropriate  photos  will  be  disqualified. 

6)  Entries  must  be  received  by  Noon  on  November  6. 


2006  Skookum  Award  Winners 

Brian  J.  D'Amico  Medway,  MA 

John  M.  Goepfrich  Carmel,  NY 

John  Barton  Haskell,  Jr.  Jewett  City,  CT 
Scott  W.  Ignachuck       Northborough,  MA 


Matthew  N.  Mascitelli 
Laura  M.  Perkins 
Kelly  E.  Russo 
Elizabeth  A.  Smith 
Marisa  O.  Sullivan 
Julie  A.  Surridge 
Jeffrey  S.  Tate 
Jessica  L.  Vogel 
Jennifer  A.  Zapatka 
Jennifer  I.  ZeRuth 
Stormy  D.  Zink 


Huntington,  CT 
Braintree,  MA 
Cheshire,  CT 
Manlius,  NY 
Halesite,  NY 
Agawam,  MA 
Bedford,  MA 
Tonawanda,  NY 
Higganum,  CT 
Nazareth,  PA 
Hartford,  VT 


"Homecoming"  coiuimied 
en  to  those  students  who  the 
Alumni  Association  recog- 
nizes as  having  the  potential 
to  stay  connected  to  the  Col- 
lege and  be  active  members  in 
its  advancement. 

Thirty  students  are  nom- 
inated for  the  award  during 
their  junior  year,  but  only 
fifteen  are  selected  to  receive 
the  award  in  their  senior  year 
based  on  their  application  and 
interview  with  the  Alumni 
Association. 

The  reunion  weekend 
will  continue  on  Saturday 
with  an  Alumni  Tennis  Match 
and  a  Golden  Bears  football 
game  where  the  Alumni  As- 
sociation Board  of  Direc- 
tors and  the  Hall  of  Fame 
inductees  will  be  announced 
at  halftime.  There  will  also 
be  a  variety  of  activities  on 


Saturday  afternoon,  including 
inflatables,  balloon  art,  and 
other  festivities. 

Lynelle  Labee  ("97),  As- 
sociate Director  of  Alumni 
Programs  at  the  College,  looks 
forward  to  the  event  which  will 
give  alumni  the  opportunity  to 
reunite  with  their  friends  and 
teammates,  as  well  as  con- 
necting with  current  students, 
calling  the  weekend  a  "cel- 
ebration of  the  campus." 

She  continued  to  say, 
"Homecoming  Weekend 
brings  alumni  back  to  campus 
to  celebrate  their  alma  mater 
and  reunite  with  former  class- 
males  and  old  friends.  This 
tradition,  with  all  its  family 
activities  and  gatherings,  is  an 
opportunity  to  make  the  cam- 
pus shine  and  reminds  us  that 
Western  New  England  College 
is  a  great  place  to  be!" 
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Improv  Comedy 
Served  On  The  Rocks 


Elissa  Jacobs 

Contributing  Writer 

In  the  fall  of 2005.  Profes- 
sor Hillary  Haft-Bucs  expand- 
ed improvisational  comedy 
beyond  the  three-credit  class 
she  teaches  every  semester. 
Out  of  this  came  'improv  on 
the  Rocks,"  a  group  of  seven 
students  who  practice  and  per- 
form improvisational  comedy 
for  the  campus. 

"It  has  always  been  a 
dream  of  mine  to  direct  a  col- 
lege improv  troupe  like  the 
ones  at  other  schools  in  the 
area."  said  Haft-Bucs. 

The  shows  typically  con- 
sist of  a  set  of  games,  many 
of  which  come  from  the  tele- 
vision show  Whose  Line  is  it 
Anyway. 

Haft-Bucs  teaches  her  stu- 
dents the  games,  and  then  they 
choose  their  favorites  for  their 
performances.  The  scenes  and 
relationships  between  charac- 
ters are  often  chosen  through 
audience  participation. 

Members  of  "Improv  on 
the  Rocks"  have  regular  re- 
hearsals where  they  enhance 
their  group  dynamic  as  well  as 
practice  new  and  old  games. 
In  these  rehearsals  they  work 
on  how  to  create  detailed  rela- 
tionships in  very  few  words. 

A  favorite  game  of  the 
group  is  called  "Half  Life." 
In  this  game,  one  pair  of  ac- 
tors does  a  scene  in  thirty 
seconds.  The  next  group  then 
performs  the  same  scene  in 
fifteen  seconds.  Time  contin- 
ues to  decrease  until  the  final 


scene,  which  is  only  one  sec- 
ond long. 

Sophomore  Kyle  Coston 
and  Junior  Scott  Lashmit  de- 
scribed the  first  thirtj-second 
scene  as  lasting  very  long  and 
the  game  being  a  rush  of  en- 
ergy near  the  end. 

"Improv  on  the  Rocks," 
according  to  member  AnneMa- 
rie  Sharkey,  "loves  to  work 
with  other  student  groups," 
and  they  will  be  doing  this  on 
October  26  as  part  of  Campus 
Activities  Board's  "Dinner 
and  a  Movie"  night. 

They  are  also  performing 
at  a  fundraiser  on  November 
17  for  Alpha  Lambda  Delta, 
the  freshmen  honor  society. 
These  shows  are  in  addition 
to  their  performances  on  No- 
vember 4,  November  18,  and 
November  30. 

For  those  who  are  interest- 
ed in  improvisational  comedy, 
Haft-Bucs  will  be  offering  the 
introductory  course,  as  well  as 
an  advanced  improvisational 
comedy  class  next  semes- 
ter where  students  will  learn 
long-form  comedy  instead  of 
the  short-form  games. 

For  more  information, 
contact  Hillary  Haft-Bucs  at 
hbucs@wnec.edu,  call  her  at 
x2326. 


Upcoming  Performances 

October  26 

November  4 
November  17 
November  18 
November  30 


Students  Make  a  Difference 


Krystal  Katsouleris 

Assistant  Editor 


This  year's  Make  a  Dif- 
ference Weekend,  run  by 
Learning  Beyond  the  Class- 
room, took  place  on  October 
Hand  15. 

On  October  14,  many  co- 
ordinated public  service  trips 
were  made  to  the  surrounding 
area  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to 
the  community. 


Some  examples  of  activi- 
ties included  painting,  orga- 
nizing, and  serving  in  a  drug 
rehabilitation  clinic,  and  gen- 
eral indoor  and  outdoor  orga- 
nization and  cleaning. 

On  October  15.  WNEC 
volunteers  took  place  in  the 
Crop  Walk  for  Hunger  which 
took  place  in  Forest  Park  in 
Springfield. 

Sponsored  by  Church 
World  Service  (CWS),  the 


Crop  Walk  is  designed  to  raise 
awareness  and  fiinds  to  fight 
hunger,  both  locally  and  glob- 
ally. 

Make  a  Difference  Day 
has  grown  every  year.  This 
year  so  many  students  volun- 
teered that  a  waiting  list  devel- 
oped in  case  an  opening  within 
a  group  occurred. 

Some  groups  went  over 
their  initial  size  limit  to  pro- 
vide space  for  all  volunteers. 


WNEC  students  worked  at  (he  Springfield  Rescue  Mission  on  October  1 4.  Pictured  are  (left  to  right) 
Tiffany  Gray.  Kristin  Skelfon,  Jason  Meyer.  Mark  Roman.  Erica  Dodge,  and  Jerry  Hah. 


Kathleen  Bivona  (left)  and  Michele  Pastuzak  clean  shelves  at  the  Springfield  Resaie  Mission. 


"Governor  "  continued 

"It's  important  for  the 
voters  to  know  what  kind  of 
a  govemor  I  will  be,  and  as 
govemor  my  priorities  will 
be  public  safety,  lowering 
taxes,  reducing  spending,  and 
maintaining  excellence  in  our 
schools,"  Healey  stated. 

She  has  a  lot  of  work  to 
do  before  the  November  7th 
general  election.  The  most 
recent  polls  show  Deval  Pat- 
rick with  55%  support  among 
voters,  with  Healey  garnering 
only  30%.  Mihos  has  7%  and 
Ross  comes  up  short  with  only 
!%  of  the  voters'  support. 


If  there  is  a  bright  spot 
for  Kerry  Healey,  it's  the  fact 
that  she  has  significantly  more 
money  to  pour  into  her  cam- 
paign than  Deval  Patrick. 

She  is  also  using  a  phone 
banking  method  to  reach  out 
and  target  potential  voters. 
She  is  receiving  this  campaign 
help  from  the  Republican 
Governors  Association,  who 
have  already  released  two 
television  ads. 

Patrick,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  relying  on  a  more  tra- 
ditional grassroots  campaign. 
He  hopes  that  voters  will  elect 
him  because  they  feel  a  need 


for  change  in  Boston. 

Before  the  event,  cam- 
paigners fi'om  all  around  the 
state  gathered  outside  with 
megaphones  and  signs.  The 
atmosphere  was  filled  with  po- 
litically-charged energy;  State 
Street  was  lined  with  cam- 
paign signs  and  media  outlets 
from  around  Massachusetts, 

Campaigner  Cliff  Flint 
exclaimed,  "isn't  America 
wonderful;  the  fact  that  we 
can  stand  feet  away  from  that 
woman  holding  our  opponents 
sign  and  all  is  well!  It's  de- 
mocracy in  action." 


"TB"  continued 

that  five  people  have  the  ac- 
tive form  of  the  disease,  only 
that  they  have  been  exposed  to 
the  bacteria. 

Reid  also  stated  that  it's 
quite  possible  that  these  indi- 
viduals were  exposed  to  the 
bacteria  somewhere  else. 

"We  could  find  an  ac- 
tive case,"  she  said,  "but  that 
would  not  necessarily  have 
anything  to  do  with  this  per- 
son [on  campus]." 

People  who  test  positive 
are  referred  for  more  tests, 
including  chest  X-rays  to  de- 
termine whether  the  infection 


is  active.  Medication  for  TB 
is  available,  though  treatment 
can  be  long  (usually  six  to 
nine  months). 

Reid  stated  that  it  was  im- 
portant for  Health  Services  to 
balance  the  seriousness  of  the 
disease  with  the  reality  that 
the  risk  of  infection  is  low. 

When  the  local  media 
heard  of  the  story,  they  re- 
ferred to  the  situation  as  "an 
epidemic,"  a  reaction  which 
Reid  feh  was  inappropriate. 

Her  summation  of  this 
was  simple:  "The  media  had 
nothing  else  to  do  that  day," 
she  said.   
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Employee  of  the  Month  Review 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


In  recent  years,  come- 
dian Dane  Cook  has  gathered 
a  massive  fan  base.  Bom  and 
raised  in  Massachusetts,  Cook 
has  been  performing  comedy 
routines  for  many  years,  but 
has  only  gained  greater  recog- 
nition in  the  past  few  years. 

Cook  is  most  famous  for 
his  stand-up  comedy  routines 
that  he  has  performed  all  over 
the  country,  including  a  stop 
here  at  Western  New  England 
College  in  the  fall  of  2004.  His 
CDs  Harmful  if  Swallowed  and 
Retaliation  offer  compilations 
of  some  of  his  best  lines. 

Cook  has  also  appeared 
on  television,  doing  stand-up 
for  programs  Hke  Saturday 


The  TV  Guy  Asks:  Is  it  Just  Me? 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 


What  happened  to  the  humor  on  The  Officet 

Don't  get  me  wrong;  1  still  love  this  comedy.  But  lately  the  jokes  seem  forced  and  I  don't  find 
myself  laughing:  particularly  at  Dwight.  The  show  has  always  been  creatively  entertaining. 
However,  now  more  than  ever,  1  am  beginning  to  see  how  much  the  Jim/Pam  !ove-tease  really 
dominates.  And  1  would  be  lying  if  I  said  that  I'm  not  counting  down  the  days  until  Jim  returns 
to  the  Scranton  branch. 

Have  you  had  enough  of  Nora  on  Desperate  Housewives'! 

The  irksome  mother  of  Tom's  love  child,  for  the  few  of  you  who  (fortunately)  aren't  familiar  with 
her,  is  really  testing  my  patience.  Hasn't  Gilmore  Girls  taught  us  what  long- lost-daughters  can 
do  to  an  already  fragile  show?  Overall,  1  am  really  excited  at  the  turn  Housewives  is  now  taking 
after  a  terrible  season  last  year,  but  they  better  chuck  this  storyline  soon  before  I  feed  Nora  to  the 
Applewhites.  Or  maybe  she's  one  of  the  two  big  deaths  coming  up  in  November! 

Do  the  writers  of  Heroes  spend  a  lot  of  time  on  YouTube? 

If  you  saw  the  premiere  episode  a  few  weeks  back,  you  probably  know  what  I'm  talking  about. 
At  a  bar  in  Japan,  two  young  Asian  men  were  parodying  the  Backstreet  Boys  song  "1  Want  it  That 
Way."  There  is  no  way  this  scene  could  have  been  imitating  anything  other  than  the  notorious 
video  on  YouTube.  There,  two  Chinese  boys  lip-synched  that  song  and  it  was  somehow  watched 
by  millions  of  people  around  the  world.  Anyway,  try  and  catch  an  episode  of  this  surprise  hit! 

Does  Gilmore  Girls  seem  to  be  reaching  the  point  of  no  return? 

Even  in  its  seventh  year,  Gilmore  Girls  is  still  one  of  the  best-written  and  wittiest  shows  on  tele- 
vision, However,  the  turn  the  series  is  taking  this  year  has  me  on  edge.  It's  one  thing  that  the  writ- 
ers dragged  on  the  Luke/Lorelai  flirt  for  four  years.  But  now  they're  dumping  all  that  invested 
time  to  play  out  a  one  night  stand.  I'm  not  sure  how  much  more  sidetracking  fans  can  take  before 
the  stars  really  do  become  hollow. 

Is  Dr.  Cuddy  on  House  becoming  more  attractive? 

Step  aside.  Dr.  Cameron!  This  season  I'm  singing  "Hava  Nagita"  every  week  to  Dr.  Cuddy.  Lisa 
Edeistein's  beauty  is  one  of  my  favorite  aspects  of  this  already-superb  medical  drama.  Enough 
said.  She  is  the  icon  of  aging  beauty! 

Does  Six  Degrees  take  fate  a  little  too  far? 

Honestly,  I  can't  say  this  series  is  the  worst  new  show  of  the  season,  but  come  on!  What  are  the 
chances  that  six  strangers  just  happen  to  find  themselves  connected  through  a  chain  of  relation- 
ships? Especially  in  New  York  City,  mind  you.  Trust  me:  do  not  get  hooked  on  Six  Degrees  be- 
cause it's  going  to  meet  its  fate  very  soon. 


Night  Live  and  specials  on 
Comedy  Central.  Cook's  latest 
accomplishment  was  his  first- 
ever  lead  role  in  the  movie 
Employee  of  the  Month. 

The  film  revolves  around 
events  that  take  place  In  Su- 
per Club,  a  large  warehouse 
store.  The  main  character  is 
Zack  Bradley  (Cook),  a  box 
boy  who  lives  with  his  grand- 
mother and  tends  to  slack  off 
at  work. 

Cashier  Vince  Downey 
(Dax  Shepard)  is  completely 
the  opposite,  and  has  won 
the  title  of  "Employee  of  the 
Month"  for  17  months  in  a 
row. 

When  the  new  cashier 
Amy  (Jessica  Simpson)  ar- 
rives and  Zack  finds  out  that 
she  tends  to  date  coworkers 
who  are  "Employee  of  the 
Month,"  he  goes  all-out  in  a 
battle  against  Vince  to  become 
that  special  employee. 

Despite  the  large  amounts 
of  hype  and  the  fact  that  a  fa- 
mous comedian  was  playing 
the  lead  role.  Employee  of  the 
Month  was  a  bit  of  a  disap- 
pointment. 

The  acting  was  second- 
rate  most  of  the  time,  causing 
a  lack  of  feeling  in  the  movie. 
Also,  while  one  would  expect 
a  movie  starring  Dane  Cook 
to  provide  many  good  laughs, 
most  of  the  humor  in  Employee 
of  the  Month  came  ft-om  worn- 
out  cliches,  lame  wisecracks, 
and  childish  sexual  humor. 

There  were  some  funny 
parts,  however.  Efren  Ramirez, 
who  gained  popularity  for  his 
role  as  Pedro  in  Napoleon 
Dynamite,  adds  comic  relief 
to  many  scenes  in  his  role  as 


Vince's  wingman. 

Cook's  race  to  work  on  a 
mini-motorcycle  that  he  got  at 
work  was  amusing,  and  so  was 
the  pun  in  the  names  of  Zack's 
manager  and  his  manager's 
brother:  Glen  Garry  and  Glen 
Ross  (an  allusion  to  the  1992 
film  Glengarry,  Glen  Ross). 

Overall,  Employee  of  the 
Month  was  a  decent  movie, 
but  nothing  spectacular.  Some- 
what poor  acting  and  a  lack  of 
good  humor  made  for  a  rather 
dull  comedy. 

Hopefully,  Cook  will  be 
more  impressive  in  his  upcom- 
ing movie  roles  In  Mr  Brooks, 
a  dark  murder-mystery  drama, 
and  Transformers,  a  high-bud- 
get live-action  film  based  on 
the  popular  '80s  cartoon  and 
toy  line.  Both  movies  are  set 
for  release  in  2007. 

If  someone  wanted  to  get 
a  sample  of  Cook's  comedic 
talent,  I'd  suggest  buying  one 
of  his  CDs  over  seeing  this 
movie.  I'd  recommend  Em- 
ployee of  the  Month  to  fans  of 
Dane  Cook  just  for  the  novelty 
of  seeing  him  star  in  a  movie, 
but  for  everyone  else.  I'd  sug- 
gest finding  a  better  film. 


"Poor  acting 
and  a  lack  of 
good  humor 
made  for  a 
rather  dull 
comedy.  " 
2,5  Stars 
(out  of  5) 


Democratic  Pick  of  the  Week 


OPINION 
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Am  I  That  Opinionated? 


Jonathan  0*Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

It  has  recently  come  to 
my  attention  that  some  people 
consider  me  to  be  opinionated. 
I  find  this  shocking.  I  truly  had 
no  idea. 

Seriously  though,  I  have 
been  known  to  write  a  contro- 
versial opinion  or  two,  but  I 
assure  you  that  I  do  it  for  good 
reason. 

I  believe  that  a  strong 
opinion  section  is  the  comer- 
stone  of  any  college  newspa- 
per. Western  New  England 
College  has  gone  for  too  long 
without  a  critical  voice.  Now 
that  The  Westerner  is  back  in 
circulation,  it's  only  natural 
that  we  are  going  to  stir  up 
some  discontent. 

1  receive  a  great  deal  of 
positive  feedback  on  most  of 
my  articles.  However,  nega- 
tive feedback  is  usually  some- 
what scarce. 

There  are  a  few  possible 
explanations  for  this  discrep- 
ancy. If  the  rumors  are  true, 
there  is  an  uprising  gathering 
behind  closed  doors  at  WNEC, 
ready  to  overthrow  my  editor- 
ship at  a  moment's  notice. 

Any  day  now  1  can  expect 
to  see  a  torch-carrying,  pitch- 
fork-wielding mob  outside  my 


Any  day  now  I  can  expect  to  see  a 
torch-carrying,  pitchfork-wielding 
mob  outside  my  apartment  door .  .  . 


apartment  door  demanding  my 
resignation — or  worse  yet,  my 
head! 

Another  explanation  is 
that  all  my  opinions  are  com- 
pletely accurate  and  1  have 
100%  support  of  the  entire 
student  body.  I'll  admit  that 
this  is  by  far  my  favorite  the- 
ory (probably  because  1  came 
up  with  it),  but  I  don't  think 
it's  quite  on  target  either. 

I  think  the  real  answer 
lies  somewhere  in  the  middle. 
Most  likely,  students  are  either 
too  apathetic  or  too  nervous  to 
write  in.  Either  way,  those  atti- 
tudes are  doing  the  campus  no 
good. 

The  Westerner  is  the  voice 
of  the  students:  all  students.  It 


is  a  place  where  people  can 
make  their  opinions  known. 

Please  don't  confuse  my 
role  as  an  opinionated  writer 
with  my  role  as  editor  in  chief 
They  are  separate  and  exclu- 
sive, and  The  Westerner  is  not 
under  the  cloak  of  my  personal 
agenda. 

Whether  or  not  you  agree 
with  me,  I  encourage  you  to 
write  in.  We  will  do  our  best 
to  print  as  many  responses  as 
possible. 

If  you  write  a  letter  to  the 
editor,  or  better  yet  stop  me  to 
say  hello,  I  think  that  you'll 
find  that  most  of  the  rumors 
about  me  aren't  true.  I'm  re- 
ally a  pretty  nice  guy. 

But  that's  just  my  opinion. 


Censorship  is  ****** 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  Writer 

Over  the  last  semester 
and  a  half,  The  Westerner  has 
grown  so  much  as  a  paper  and 
I'm  very  proud  of  the  work 
our  staff  has  done. 

We've  taken  a  dead  paper 
with  a  history  of  inconsistent 
releases  and  poor  production 
into  something  presentable 
and  functional. 

However,  something  has 
been  irking  me  since  last  se- 
mester and  hasn't  changed. 
This  paper  is  supposed  to  be 
an  engaging  student  fonim 
that  accurately  reflects  the  im- 
age of  students  on  campus,  yet 
it  doesn't. 

In  short  the  students  are 
being  censored  and  that  **** 
is  •***••,  Our  editor  has  de- 


cided that  swears  have  no 
*******  place  on  our  paper 
and  cuts  them  out  of  student 
quotes. 

Normally  in  my  writing 
I'm  formal  and  present  my  ar- 
ticles with  dignity,  but  in  real 
life  I  curse ...  a  lot.  I'm  proud 
of  it,  but  I'm  ***♦♦*•  sure 
you  all  do  too  because  I  hear 
that  ****  a  lot.  ***♦  it. 

I  would  never  curse  in  an 
article  without  trying  to  prove 
a  point  (like  right  ***•♦♦* 
now),  but  censoring  quotes 
just  doesn't  sit  right  with  me. 

Last  week  I  wrote  an  ar- 
ticle about  drug  testing  and 
found  a  quote  was  missing 
from  my  original  draft. 

I  will  give  my  editor  the 
benefit  of  a  doubt  that  the  de- 
cision was  done  in  the  interest 
of  space,  but  honestly,  1  think 


he  just  didn't  want  to  print  the 
line  "***  in  a  cup." 

Perhaps  words  such  as 
**♦**,  ***.  ****.  and  **** 
offend  you,  and  you  have  ev- 
ery right  to  be  offended,  but 
can  you  censor  everyone  else 
around  you? 

We  have  no  sponsors  to 
answer  to  and  the  administra- 
tion has  no  input  to  what  is 
printed.  We  censor  ourselves 
by  choice.  That's  *******  ri- 
diculous. 

If  you  feel  as  strongly 
about  this  issue  as  me,  please 
write  to  our  editor  Jona- 
than O'Hara.  write  to  him  at 
thewesternersn@yahoo.com 
under  the  subject  heading, 
"Stop  *******  censoring  my 
***,  Jon"  and  tell  him  what 
you  think. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 

Dear  Westerner, 

This  letter  is  to  express  my  disagreement  with  Jonatiian 
O'Hara's  recem  articles  that  have  been  published  in  the  last 
two  editions  of  The  Westerner. 

As  a  senior  at  Western  New  England  College,  I  have  ex 
perienced  first  hand  throughout  my  four  years  many  changes: 
some  that  I  agree  with,  and  some  that  I  don't  agree  with.  How- 
ever, along  with  these  changes  I  have  also  experienced  receiv- 
ing the  infamous  "Campus  Safety  Alert"  emails  after  a  crime  of 
some  significance  has  occurred  on  campus  or  near  campus. 

Two  years  ago  (on  Columbus  Day  weekend),  I  was  a 
tim  of  one  of  the  crimes  that  have  occurred  on  this  campus 
when  two  individuals  (in  a  car)  came  onto  campus  and  attempt- 
ed to  steal  my  car.  Luckily,  Public  Safety  was  able  to  see  this 
all  unfolding  on  one  of  the  over  40  cameras  placed  all  over 
campus  and  was  able  to  act  quickly  to  apprehend  one  of  the  two 
suspects. 

Well  as  we  all  know  O'Hara  has  made  it  quite  clear  that  he 
isn't  happy  with  the  installation  of  the  gate  leading  into  Gate 
way  Village.  However,  1  don't  think  that  this  is  the  general  con- 
sensus of  the  entire  student  body  In  fact,  the  original  idea  about 
implementing  a  gate  system  in  Gateway  was  tossed  around  as 
a  possibility  at  a  meeting  regarding  safety  on  campus  which 
involved  members  of  the  college  administration  AND  about  1 2 
students  last  semester  following  the  high  profile  incident  that 
occurred. 

The  fact  is  that  since  the  most  recent  incident  in  Gateway 
Village  a  Public  Safety  officer  has  been  placed  at  the  entrance 
of  Gateway  checking  cars  as  they  enter  the  complex.  During 
the  first  few  weeks  several  cars  were  turned  away,  one  of  which 
was  an  individual  who  stated  that  they  drove  through  Gateway 
every  day  on  their  way  home  fi-om  work.  Yes,  you  read  that 
right,  driving  through  Gateway.  Now,  last  I  checked  driving 
through  Gateway  is  impossible.  With  the  installation  of  this 
new  gate,  all  of  these  cars  in  the  fiiture  will  not  be  allowed  into 
Gateway. 

So  I  ask  now,  is  the  minor  inconvenience  of  putting  your 
student  ID  in  fi-oni  of  a  plate  that  opens  a  gate  ail  that  difficult 
to  adjust  to?  Sure  your  hand  might  get  cold  mid-January  when 
it's  snowing,  but  would  it  be  more  inconvenient  to  wake  up  to 
find  out  that  yom-  car  stereo  was  stolen,  or  better  yet  the  whole 
car  was  stolen  in  the  middle  of  the  night?  I  don't  think  it's  a 
tough  decision  ...  I'd  personally  rather  have  my  car,  but  that's 
just  me. 

Jeff  Tate 


Republican  Pick  of  tlie  Weeic 
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CLASSROOM  SURVIVAL 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  ★* 


*  Moderate  **  Challenging 
***  HOOBOY! 

O2006  by  Kno  FMOuna  Syntficate,  Inc.  Wortd  n^n  m«ivwJ. 


ACROSS 
1  Astringent 
5  Flop 
8  Part  of 
TWIMC 

1 2  Bean  curd 

13  Part  of  "to 
be" 

14  Atnnosphere 

15  Reed  Instru- 
ment 

16  Snitch 

18  Cohabitant, 
to  the 
Census 
Bureau 

20  Large  flatfish 

21  Costello  and 
Brock 

23  Comm. 
device 

24  Endless 
28  Tidy 

31  Goddess 
(Lat.) 

32  Appomattox 
victor 

34  Round  Table 
address 

35  Possesses 
37  Foot  soldiers 
39  Prompt 

41  Nitwit 

42  Woodrow 
Wilson's 
"Fourteen  -" 

45  Room  to 
maneuver 

49  Swollen,  in  a 
way 

51  Old  fogy 

52  Seamstress's 


King  Crossword 
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13 
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14 

15 
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22^B 
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24 
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35 
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37 
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^^^■39 

40 

^■41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

- 

1 

56 

57 

case 

53  Candle  count 

54  Take  a 
gander 

55  Foolish  one 

56  Scepter 

57  Differently 

DOWN 


Harding 

9  Least  likely  to 
boast 

10  Sandwich 
cookie 

11  Shopping 
venue 

17  Formerly 

stylish 
19  Protracted 
22  Be  upright 
Extraten-estrial  24  Altar 
spacecraft  affirmative 
Swiss  cereal  25  Fresh 
Rum  cocktail  26  Imaginary 
Grecian        27  Surrounded 
vessel  with  a  cover 

Adroit  29  Melody 

President      30  Attempt 

®  2006  King  Features  Synd.,  Inc. 


Resting  on 
Timber  wolf 


33  Measuring 

strip 
36  Out  of  the 

shade 
38  Item  in  52- 

Across 
40  Greek  vowel 

42  The  -  Piper 
of  Hamelin" 

43  Aware  of 

44  Luminary 

46  Sweater 
material 

47  Commotions 

48  Draft 
animals' 
frame 

50  Id 

counterpart 


On  Oct.  21, 1797,  the  USS  Con- 
stitution, a  44-gun  U.S.  Navy 
frigate  built  to  fight  Barbary 
pirates  off  the  coast  of  Tripoli, 
is  launched  in  Boston  Harbor. 
During  the  War  of  1812,  the 
Constitution  won  its  enduring 
nickname  "Old  Ironsides"  when 
shots  seemed  to  merely  bounce 
off  the  ship's  sides. 

On  Oct  20, 1930,  Sherlock  Hol- 
mes debuts  on  the  radio  starring 
William  Gillette  as  Holmes.  In 
1939,  Basil  Rathbone  took  on  the 


part,  supported  by  Nigel  Bruce 
as  his  faithful  sidekick,  Watson. 
The  program  ran,  with  different 
actors  and  some  interruptions, 
until  1956. 

On  Oct  22, 1942,  child  star  An- 
nette Funicello  is  bom  in  Utica, 
N.Y.  Funicello  became  a  fea- 
tured Mouseketeer  on  Disney's 
Mickey  Mouse  Club  and  later 
starred  in  several  Disney  fea- 
tures, including  "The  Shaggy 
Dog"  (1959). 


On  Oct  18,  1961,  the  movie 
version  of  the  Broadway  musical 
"West  Side  Story"  opens  at  New 
York's  Rivoli  Theater.  The  mu- 
sical retold  the  story  of  Romeo 
and  Juliet,  but  set  the  action  in 
contemporary  New  York. 

On  Oct  16,  1973,  Henry  Kiss- 
inger and  North  Vietnamese  dip- 
lomat Le  Due  Tho  are  awarded 
the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  for  nego- 
tiating the  Paris  peace  accords. 
Kissinger  accepted,  but  Tho  de- 
clined the  award  until  such  time 


as  "peace  is  truly  established." 

On  Oct  19,  1982,  maverick  au- 
tomobile executive  John  DeLo- 
rean  is  arrested  by  the  FBI  in  a 
Los  Angeles  airport  motel  with 
a  briefcase  containing  $24  mil- 
lion worth  of  cocaine.  Two  years 
later  a  federal  jury  ruled  that  De- 
Lorean  was  a  victim  of  entrap- 
ment. 


(c)  2006  King  Features  Synd.,  Inc. 
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Patriots  Looking  Strong  in  Early  Season  Play 


Michelle  O^Shepa 

Staff  Writer 

The  New  England  Patri- 
ots, the  three-time  Super  Bowl 
champs  who  currently  have 
a  record  of  4-1,  have  made  a 
consistent  effort  to  come  out 
on  top  in  each  of  the  five  regu- 
lar season  games;  with  the  pos- 
sible exception  of  their  game 
against  the  Denver  Broncos. 

in  the  first  game  of  the 
season,  the  Patriots  played  the 
Buffalo  Bills  at  Foxborough, 
and  the  entire  game  was  a  nail- 
biter  up  until  the  very  end.  The 
Patriots  gained  183  rushing 
yards  on  41  carries;  the  high- 
est rushing  yardage  total  since 
they  rushed  for  225  yards  on 
50  carries  at  Cleveland  on  De- 
cember 5,  2004. 

Strong  safety  Rodney 
Harrison  made  an  enthusiastic 
return  after  missing  the  final 
13  games  of  the  2005  season 
due  to  a  knee  injury.  He  led 
the  Patriots  with  a  staggering 
nine  tackles. 

With  a  victory  over  the 
Bills,  the  Patriots  went  50  con- 
secutive regular  season  games 
without  losing  back-to-back 
games,  and  Coach  Bill  Belich- 
ick  recorded  his  100th  career 
regular  season  victory. 

When  the  Patriots  played 
the  New  York  Jets  in  their  sec- 
ond regular  season  game,  the 
New  England  defense  com- 


pleted a  streak  of  more  than 
five  full  quarters  without  al- 
lowing any  points.  Rookie 
running  back  Laurence  Ma- 
roney  scored  his  first  career 
touchdown  in  this  game,  and 
wide  receiver  Chad  Jackson 
made  his  first  career  recep- 
tion and  caught  his  first  career 
touchdown  pass. 

Defensive  lineman  Rich- 
ard Seymour  played  a  key  part 
in  this  game.  He  batted  down 
a  pass  thrown  by  Jets  quarter- 
back Chad  Pennington  at  the 
line  of  scrimmage,  forcing  a 
New  York  punt.  On  the  Jets' 
next  drive,  Seymour  pressured 
Pennington,  forcing  him  to 
throw  early  and  resulting  in 
an  incomplete  pass,  leading  to 
another  New  York  punt.  The 
Patriots  walked  away  with 
yet  another  victory,  increasing 
their  record  to  2-0. 

September  25th  marked 
the  second  time  that  the  Patri- 
ots and  Broncos  have  met  on 
Sunday  Night  Football.  The 
Broncos  shut  out  the  Patri- 
ots during  the  first  half  of  the 
game.  Prior  to  this.  New  Eng- 
land had  scored  in  27  consecu- 
tive halves  of  football. 

Later  in  the  game,  the  Pa- 
triots lost  Corey  Dillon,  their 
number-one  running  back, 
leaving  rookie  Laurence  Ma- 
roney  to  handle  the  running 
game.  The  Patriots  offense 
was  simply  no  match  for  the 


DAYLIGHT  SAVING 
TIME  ENDS 
Sunday,  October  Z9 

Turn  your 
clocks 
BACK 
ONE 
HOUR 


Patriots  running  back  Corey  Dillon  f  J,S'/  cMrates  after  rushing  for  a  touchdown  against  Cincinnati, 
his  former  team,  on  October  I.  Photo  by  Barry  Chin,  courtesy  of  www.boston.com. 
Denver  defense,  as  they  held    the  third  quarter,  surpassing    give  the  Patriots  a  13-0  lead, 
Ricky  Walters '  mark  of  1 0,643 
yards. 

With  a  38-13  win  over 
the  Bengals,  who  were  3-0  be- 
fore their  loss  to  the  Pats,  New 
England  showcased  their  rush- 
ing attack,  leading  to  a  record 
of3-I. 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to 
attend  the  Patriots  vs.  Dolphins 
game,  where  the  constant  en- 
ergy between  the  Patriots  and 
the  crowd  erupted  throughout 
Gillette  Stadium.  This  game 
marked  New  England's  fourth 
victory  out  of  five  regular  sea- 
son games,  as  well  as  the  1 3 1  st 
consecutive  home  sellout  for 
the  Patriots. 

Comerback  Asante  Sam- 
uel had  a  career-high  two  in- 
terceptions, both  of  which 
gave  the  Pats  great  field  po- 
sition and  set  up  two  Patriot 
touchdowns  off  of  his  forced 
turnovers. 

Troy  Brown  caught  a  1 0- 
yard  touchdown  pass  ft-om  Tom 
Brady  in  the  second  quarter  to 


New  England  from  scoring 
for  three  quarters,  sending  the 
Pats  to  their  first  loss  of  the 
regular  season. 

Next,  New  England  trav- 
eled to  Cincinnati,  and  for  all 
Patriots  fans,  the  game  was  a 
definite  must-see.  Running 
back  Laurence  Maroney  was 
on  fire,  scoring  two  touch- 
downs on  runs  of  1  i  and  25 
yards,  and  ran  125  yards  on 
15  carries,  marking  the  high- 
est rushing  total  by  a  Patriots' 
rookie  in  nearly  eight  years. 

Quarterback  Tom  Brady 
scrambled  for  a  22-yard  run  on 
third  and  13  in  the  third  quar- 
ter, which  was  the  longest  run 
of  his  career.  Running  back 
Kevin  Faulk  ran  back  an  excit- 
ing 43-yard  punt  return  in  the 
third  quarter,  which  was  New 
England's  longest  since  Troy 
Brown  (68  yards)  in  2001  at 
Carolina.  Corey  Dillon,  an  ex- 
Bengal,  moved  into  15th  place 
on  the  NFL's  all-time  rushing 
list  with  his  12-yard  run  in 


The  Patriots  scored  1 7  of  their 
20  points  off  of  turnovers,  in- 
cluding two  interceptions  and 
a  flimble.  With  a  minute  and 
a  half  left  in  the  fourth  quar- 
ter on  a  first  and  goal  for  New 
England,  the  Patriots  let  the 
time  run  out  instead  of  scoring 
another  touchdown,  and  ended 
up  winning  20-10. 

The  Patriot's  season  thus 
far  has  started  off  on  the  right 
foot  and  has  been  an  exciting 
one  to  say  the  least.  Several 
new  players  that  have  been 
added  to  the  roster  will  be  as- 
sets to  New  England's  success 
this  season,  especially  after 
losing  key  players  such  as 
Willie  McGinest.  Adam  Vina- 
tieri.  and  Deon  Branch. 

Could  2007  be  the  year 
when  the  Patriots  become  four- 
time  Super  Bowl  champs?  It's 
very  possible.  But  until  that 
day  comes.  I  guess  we'll  just 
have  to  wait  and  see  what 
mastermind  Bill  Belichick  has 
up  his  sleeve. 
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SPORTS 


Player  Profile  Spotlight:  Women's  Soccer 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


For  the  past  three  years 
they've  come  so  close  but 
have  come  up  short.  For 
those  three  straight  years, 
the  Western  New  England 
College  women's  soccer 
team  has  reached  the  cham- 
pionship game  only  to  have 
their  shot  at  victory  denied. 

They've  been  forced  to 
sit  and  watch  as  their  oppo- 
nent raises  the  Great  North- 
east Athletic  Conference 
(GNAC)  trophy.  However, 
if  Kristin  Thornton  and  the 
rest  of  the  lady  Golden  Bears 
soccer  team  have  anything 
to  say  this  year,  they  will  be 
the  ones  celebrating. 

Kristin  Thornton,  a  se- 
nior captain  from  Bedford, 
NH,  has  been  an  impact 
player  since  she  first  stepped 
onto  the  field  for  WNEC. 

Kristin  is  a  three  time 
All-GNAC  selection  mid- 
fielder. Last  year  she  was 
named  the  team's  MVP, 
contributing  nine  points: 
two  goals  and  a  team-high 
of  seven  assists. 

This  season,  Kristin 
surpassed  last  year's  total 
by  tallying  twelve  points 
(three  goals  and  six  assists) 
with  five  games  remaining. 


Kristin  Thornton 


Her  strong  play  has  helped 
the  team  weather  a  tough 
non-conference  schedule, 
posting  a  record  of  6-4-2, 
but  remaining  undefeated 
in  conference  play. 

As  a  result,  Thorton  has 
been  honored  as  Western 
New  England  College's  Fe- 
male-Athlete-of-the-Week 
(Oct.  11),  as  well  as  being 
named  to  the  d3kicks.com 


Women's  Soccer  National 
Team-of-the-week  (Oct. 
10). 

Kristin  says  of  the 
teams  performance  that  "so 
far  our  team  has  played  very 
well.  We  were  very  compet- 
itive in  our  non-conference 
games.  1  am  pleased  with 
the  progress  that  we  have 
made  so  far,  but  I  know  that 
we  all  believe  that  we  can 


still  be  better" 

Kristin's  position  in  the 
midfield  is  symbolic  of  her 
leadership  role  on  the  team. 
Her  coach  Ron  Dias  says, 
"Kristin  leads  by  example. 
She  plays  hard  every  min- 
ute. Her  hard  work  rubs  off 
to  the  rest  of  the  team." 

Her  greatest  strengths 
on  the  field  are  "her  ability 
to  control  the  ball  and  dis- 
tribute it  to  open  players. 
She  is  also  a  great  option 
on  free  kicks.  She  has  the 
ability  to  get  the  ball  into 
the  box  from  long  range 
.keeping  defenders  on  their 
heels,"  comments  Coach 
Dias. 

Even  with  all  her  indi- 
vidual achievements,  there 
is  still  one  thing  that  has 
eluded  Thorton:  a  GNAC 
championship.  She  re- 
marked about  the  team's 
misfortune  in  the  past  three 
years: 

"There's  not  a  day  that 
passes  that  our  previous 
shortcomings  don't  cross 
our  minds,  especially  the 
seniors,  since  we  have  been 
present  for  all  three  cham- 
pionship games.  The  results 
in  the  past  seasons  have  only 
pushed  us  to  work  harder 
this  season.  We  are  looking 
for  a  better  result  and  want 


to  leave  a  solid  mark  on  the 
GNAC  since  we  will  be 
moving  into  a  new  confer- 
ence next  year,"  she  said. 

Kristin's  career  here 
at  WNEC  has  been  stellar. 
Coach  Dias  says,  "Kris- 
tin has  been  one  of  the  top 
players  that  I  have  had  the 
chance  to  coach  here  at 
WNEC.  She  is  certainly  one 
of  the  best  midfielders  in  the 
conference  and  has  been  for 
the  last  three  years." 

When  asked  about 
her  experience  at  WNEC, 
Thornton  said,  "Playing 
soccer  here  at  WNEC  has 
been  one  of  best  experi- 
ences of  my  life.  When  it 
comes  time  to  look  back 
on  my  college  experience, 
what  will  stand  out  most  to 
me  will  be  the  girls  I  played 
with,  the  coaches  I  played 
for,  and  the  effort  we  all  put 
in." 

When  her  soccer  career 
does  come  to  an  end,  Kris- 
tin plans  to  attend  graduate 
school  and  pursue  a  career 
in  Industrial  Psychology. 

Look  for  Thorton  and 
her  teammates  to  be  in  the 
GNAC  championship  game 
once  again,  this  time  with 
the  expectations  that  they 
will  be  ones  celebrating  a 
GNAC  championship. 


UPCOMING  FALL  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Gaines  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  a  "c" 


Wn 

WOMEN'S  SOCCER  ^ 

F        WOMEN'S  VOLLEYBALL 

Albertiis  Magnus  College  c 

41:06  PM 

10/19  fhu 

Framingham  State  College 

6:00  PM  1 

10/21 

Sat 

St.  Joseph  (Conn.)  c 

1:00  PM 

10/21 

Sat 

Southern  Vermont  College 

1:00  PM  , 

10/24 

Tat 

Rivier  College  c 

4:00  PM 

10/21 

Sat 

Rivier  College  c 

3:00  PM  i 

10/28 

Sat 

GNAC  Championship 

TBA 

10/23 

10/26 

Mon 

Thu 

Eastern  CT  SUte  University 

7:00  PM 
7.00  PM 
11:00  AM 
3:00  PM  , 
TB^^ 

10/18 
10/20 
10/21 

Wed 

Fri 

Sat 

WOMEN'S  FIELD  HOCKEY 
Amherst  College 
Wheelock  College  c 
Lasell  College  c 

7:00  PM 
4:00  PM 
6:00  PM 

10/28 
10/28 
10/31 

Sat 
Sat 
Tue 

Roger  Williams  University 
Emerson  College  c 
Norwich  University  c 
GNAC  Tournament 

10/25 

Wed 

Babson  College 

7:00  PM 

WOMEN'S  TENNIS 

^>IAC  Tournament  ^^^^^0^1^ 

FOOTBALL 

MEN'S  SOCCER 

10/21 

Sat 

Endicott  College  c 

1:00  PM 

10/21 

Sat 

Emerson  College  c 

Noon 

10/28 

Sat 

Salve  Regina  University  c 

1:00  PM 

10/25 

Wed 

Norwich  University  c 

2:30  PM 

CROSS  COUNTRY  Women 

Men 

10/29 

Sun 

GNAC  Championship 

TBA 

10/28 

Sat 

GNAC  Championship  TBA 

TBA 
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Western  New  England 
College  hosted  the  fifth  an- 
nual Daniel  Pearl  Music  Day 
of  Peace  and  Harmony  on 
Sunday,  October  22  in  Rivers 
Memorial  Hall. 

The  concert  was  a  col- 
laborative efTort  of  Western 
New  England  College,  The 
Community  Music  School  of 
Springfield  (CMSS),  and  Tem- 
ple Beth  El  in  Springfield. 

Daniel  Pearl  was  a  Wall 
Street  Journal  reporter  who 
was  kidnapped  and  killed  by 
Pakistani  extremists  in  2002. 
A  graduate  of  Stanford  Uni- 
versity in  California,  he  was  a 
gifted  journalist  who  wrote  for 
the  North  Adams  Transcript. 
Berkshire  Eagle,  and  Spring- 


field Union-News  in  western 
Massachusetts  before  joining 
the  Wall  Street  Journal  staff  in 
1993. 

Pearl  was  a  diligent  re- 
porter committed  to  sharing 
meaningftil  stories  with  the 
world.  Living  in  India  at  the 
time  of  the  September  1 1  at- 
tacks. Pearl  was  greatly  af- 
fected and  began  working  on 
an  investigative  piece  about 
al-Qaeda  when  he  was  kid- 
napped and  eventually  mur- 
dered. 

The  Daniel  Pearl  Founda- 
tion was  subsequently  found- 
ed in  2002  by  his  family  and 
ftiends  who  were  inspired  by 
his  legacy  and  dedicated  to  ad- 
vancing the  ideals  of  unity,  hu- 
manity, and  tolerance  to  which 
Pearl  had  devoted  his  life  and 
work. 


The  Daniel  Pearl  Mu- 
sic Days  were  created  by  the 
Daniel  Pearl  Foundation  in 
October  of  2002,  to  "use  the 
universal  language  of  music  to 
help  spread  a  message  of  hope 
and  solidarity."  according  to 
the  Foundation's  website. 

Stephen  Roulier,  Assis- 
tant Vice  President  for  Mar- 
keting and  Communications 
at  Western  New  England  Col- 
lege, has  been  involved  with 
the  Music  Days  since  its  in- 
ception in  2002. 

Having  been  a  close 
friend  of  Pead's,  Roulier  was 
contacted  by  Pearl's  sister  af- 
ter his  death  and  encouraged 
to  work  with  the  College  to 
promote  the  concert  series. 

"1  was  excited  to  have 
the  chance  to  honor  Danny's 
memory  and  keep  his  legacy 


Daniel    Pearl,    the  journalist 
who   was   killed  by  Pakistani 
Extremists  in  2002.  was  honored 
at  the  College  on  October  22. 

alive,  and  the  College  was 
very  supportive  in  those  ef- 
forts," says  Roulier. 

Today,  the  Music  Days 
program  has  grown  to  include 
See  "Pearl"  on  page  3 


Caprio  Reflects  on  10  Years  at  WNEC 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  Writer 

Terrence  Edwards  sat 
down  recently  with  President 
A  nt/iony  Caprio  to  discuss  his 
10  years  with  the  College. 

The  two  covered  multiple 
issues,  including  tuition,  se- 
curity, and  construction  proj- 
ects. This  article  is  the  first  in 
a  series  which  chronicles  their 
conversation. 

It  might  seem  intimidat- 
ing to  some  to  meet  with  the 
president  of  a  college,  but 
that's  really  not  the  case  when 
you  meet  with  Western  New 


England  College  President  Dr. 
Anthony  Caprio.  He  is  easy  to 
talk  to.  and  perhaps  the  most 
optimistic  voice  on  campus. 

I've  heard  some  say  that 
the  president  is  a  professional 
charmer,  and  if  so,  he's  very 
good  at  what  he  does,  but  this 
doesn't  mean  to  imply  that 
he's  disingenuous  or  putting  a 
facade. 

There  is  no  man  behind 
the  curtains,  but  there  is  some- 
one sitting  in  Delisio  Hall  who 
enjoys  sporadically  approach- 
ing students  to  simply  ask 
them  about  their  day  and  who 
is  not  afi-aid  to  approach  stu- 
dents on  their  level. 

Caprio  has  held  the  office 
of  President  at  WNEC  for  ten 
years,  and  much  has  changed 
here  since  he  started.  If  you 
ask  some  the  faculty,  many 
of  them  would  tell  you  that 
Caprio  runs  things  much  bet- 
ter than  the  last  president. 

However,  would  the  stu- 
dents agree?  Security  lapses 
have  become  apparent  and 
tuition  has  risen  every  year 
since  he's  taken  office.  Presi- 
dent Caprio  discussed  this  and 
more  as  we  covered  WNEC's 


past  10  years,  its  present,  and 
its  ftiture. 

Caprio  acknowledges  the 
abundance  of  changes  both 
aesthetically  and  policy-wise 
since  he's  taken  command.  He 
related  a  story  from  this  past 
homecoming  weekend  where 
a  confused  alumni  had  no  idea 
where  he  was  and  was  only 
able  to  recognize  the  rock  that 
is  painted  on  by  clubs. 

'There's  a  cohesive- 
ness  that  1  didn't  sense  when 
I  first  got  here,"  said  Caprio. 
"There's  a  spirit  and  a  sense  of 
community  that  I  don't  think 
we  had  here  before." 

Caprio  also  referred  to 
the  Transformations  Cam- 
paign, the  five-year  effort  for 
the  first  comprehensive  fund- 
raising  campaign  in  WNEC 
history.  This  will  be  followed 
by  another  strategic  plan  that 
will  take  on  great  endeavors 
since  it  will  need  a  completely 
new  strategy  and  a  different 
approach. 

Caprio  professed  a  par- 
ticular desire  to  increase  the 
internationalization  of  WNEC 
students  in  the  future.  "You 
can  never  analyze  and  make  it 


better  here  until  you've  expe- 
rienced it  somewhere  else,"  he 
said. 

As  the  conversation  con- 
tinued. Caprio  showed  his  true 
colors.  Caprio  first  got  his  start 
as  professor  of  French  lan- 
guage at  American  University 
before  stepping  up  to  adminis- 
trative position. 

It  became  incredibly  ap- 
parent that  he  still  holds  a  pas- 
sion for  the  art  of  human  lan- 
guage. 

This  brings  up  some  in- 
teresting points  to  discuss. 
Just  as  some  may  say  another 
language  can  communicate 
emotions  or  experiences 
that  another  can't,  language 
can  also  lead  to  different  ap- 
proaches. 

Language  also  provides 
some  insight  to  the  different 
lines  of  thinking  we  experi- 
ence from  culture  to  culture. 

"When  I  used  to  speak 
French,  my  approach  was  al- 
ways different  from  when  I 
approached  it  in  English.  This 
is  a  whole  new  side  of  me  that 
would  never  have  come  out  if 
I  were  only  speaking  English." 
said  Caprio. 
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Midnight  Madness 


Elizabeth  Smith 

Staff  Writer 

The  10th  annual  Mid- 
night Madness  will  take  place 
at  9  p.m.  on  Friday,  November 
3  in  the  Alumni  Healthful  Liv- 
ing Center  { AHLC).  The  event 
is  organized  by  students  in  the 
Sport  Facility  and  Event  Plan- 
ning Management  course  (a 
required  course  for  the  Sport 
Management  major)  which  is 
taught  by  Dr.  Sharianne  Walk- 
er. 

Midnight  Madness  is  a 
type  of  a  pep  rally  that  cel- 
ebrates the  end  of  the  Fall 
athletics  season  and  welcomes 
the  start  of  Winter  athletics. 
Additionally,  members  of  the 
Freshman.  Sophomore,  Junior, 
and  Senior  classes  face  off  in 
the  "Clash  of  the  Classes," 
which  is  a  series  of  challeng- 
ing events. 

Each  class  is  assigned  a 
color.  This  year,  the  Freshman 
class  is  yellow,  the  Sopho- 
more class  is  red,  the,  Junior 
class  is  green,  and' the  Senior 
class  will  be  wearing  blue  for 
the  fourth  year.  Make  sure  to 
wear  your  class's  colors  and 
show  up  early  to  get  some  ftin 
freebies  offered  by  your  class 
council. 

In  addition  to  the  event, 
starting  on  November  1 ,  there 
will  be  ten  stuffed  bears  hid- 
den around  campus.  Students 


who  find  a  bear  can  bring  it  to 
the  event  for  a  prize. 

Event  organizers  also 
encourage  students  to  bring  a 
children's  book  to  be  donat- 
ed to  Springfield  elementary 
school  students  through  the 
Golden  Bear  Literacy  Pro- 
gram. 

Bring  in  two  books  to 
receive  a  firee  "Golden  Bear 
Nation"  t-shirt.  Bring  in  three 
books  and  you  will  receive  the 
t-shirt,  a  slice  of  pizza,  and  a 
drink. 

According  to  Dr.  Walker, 
"Domino's  will  be  awarding 
the  student  who  donates  the 
most  children's  books  a  pizza 
per  week  for  the  Spring  se- 
mester." 

Look  forward  to  perfor- 
mances from  the  cheerlead- 
ers, dance  team,  step  squad, 
and  Golden  Bear  Pep  Band,  as 
well  as  an  introduction  to  the 
members  of  the  WNEC  winter 
sports  teams. 

Keep  in  mind  that  the 
madness  starts  at  9  p.m.  on 
Friday,  not  at  midnight  despite 
the  event's  title. 


First  Annual  "Fall  fori 
WNEC"  Photo  Contest 


Do  you  think  you're  pretty  good  at  taking  pictures? 
Want  the  opportunity  to  win  prizes,  and  have  your  photos 
published  in  The  Westernerl  Then  this  contest  is  for  you. 

We're  looking  for  pictures  that  best  represent  WNEC 
in  the  fall.  Winners  will  be  chosen  by  the  Westerner  staff, 
and  will  be  printed  in  the  November  18  issue. 

GRAND  PRIZE:  (for  the  best  overall  picture); 
^25  Gift  Certificate  to  Wings  over  Springfield ! 
RUNNER  UP:  ^15  Gift  certificate  to  Dunkin 
Donuts. 

FUNNIEST  PHOTO:  (if  you  haven't  figured 
out  what  this  is  for,  stop  reading  this  paper):  ^10  Gift 
Certificate  to  the  Eastfield  Mall. 

Rules: 

1 )  No  one  from  The  Westerner  staff  is  allowed  to  enter  the  con^ 
test;  we  give  you  shirts,  you  selfish  mongers! 

2)  No  professors  or  squirrels  can  be  harmed  in  the  making  of 
your  photo  entry,  for  fear  of  a  nutty  retaliation. 

3)  Digital  photos  should  be  emailed  to  thewestemersn@yahoo. 
com.  Be  sure  to  include  your  name  and  email  address. 

4)  Regular  photos  (with  contact  information)  can  be  dropped  in 
The  Westerner  6tq^  box  located  in  Rivers  103. 

5)  Inappropriate  photos  will  be  disqualified. 

6)  Entries  must  be  received  by  Noon  on  November  6. 


What's  On  Your  Ballot  This  Election  Day? 


Matthew  Caron 

Staff  Writer 

With  just  days  until  the 
November  7  election,  voters  in 
Massachusetts  will  soon  elect 
a  new  governor.  However, 
there  are  other  less  publicized 
decisions  that  voters  should  be 
educated  about  before  casting 
their  ballots. 

WINE  IN  GROCERY 
STORES 

Question  one  asks  voters 
to  decide  whether  wine  should 
be  allowed  to  be  sold  in  gro- 
cery stores.  Television  ads 
regarding  this  question  have 
been  airing  for  several  weeks. 

VOTE  YES  IF:  Y  o  u 
think  wine  should  be  allowed 
in  grocery  stores  for  fair  com- 


petition,  and  consumer  choice 
and  if  you  are  unhappy  about 
the  monopoly  package  stores 
have  on  wine. 

VOTE  NO  IF:  You  think 
it  will  be  easier  for  underage 
teens  to  get  alcohol,  it  will 
put  small  family-run  package 
stores  out  of  business,  and  if 
package  stores  do  a  better  job 
enforcing  minimum  age  laws. 

NOTABLE:  Massachu- 
setts is  one  of  just  two  stales 
that  doesn't  allow  wine  to  be 
sold  in  convenience  stores. 
However,  Massachusetts  also 
has  130%  fewer  drunken  driv- 
ing fatalities  compared  to  the 
average  of  states  that  allow 
wine  in  convenience  stores. 

Two  other  questions  will 
appear  on  the  MA  ballot:  one 


deals  widi  the  nomination  of 
candidates  for  public  office 
and  another  addresses  the  is- 
sue of  family  daycare  provid- 


GOVERNORS  COUNCIL 
DEBATE 

On  October  26  in  Slieth 
Hall,  Western  New  England 
College  hosted  a  debate  be- 
tween the  three  candidates 
running  for  governors'  coun- 
cil: Republican  Michael  Fran- 
co, Democrat  Thomas  Merri- 
gan,  and  Independent  Michael 
Kogut. 

WHAT'S  THAT? 
The  Governor's  Council  holds 
hearings  and  reviews  the  Gov- 
ernor's judicial  nominations, 
which  the  Council  must  ap- 
prove before  the  Governor  can 


make  the  appointment. 

NOTABLE:  Brenda 
Garton,  WNEC  Communica- 
tions Professor  and  Director  of 
College  Relations/Community 
Oufreach,  served  as  modera- 
tor. 

CAMPUS 
GOVERNORS  POLL 

Western  New  England 
college  students  seem  to  be 
ready  to  vote  for  a  new  Gov- 
ernor. A  voluntary  poll  put  out 
to  students  revealed  that  53% 
of  those  polled  plan  to  vote 
for  Kerry  Healey,  while  47% 
plan  to  vote  for  Deval  Patrick. 
This  poll  is  in  contrast  to  the 
statewide  polls  which  put  Pat- 

See  "Ballot"  on  page  3 
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Local  Landmark  Offers  Something  for  Everyone 


The  beautiful  scenery  is  just  one  reason  why  Ml.  Tom  has  long  been  a 
destination  for  the  people  of  Western  Mass.  Photo  by  Elizabeth  Smith, 

neighboring  Mount  Holyoke 


Elizabeth  Smith 

Staff  Writer 

Standing  on  the  summit 
of  Mount  Tom,  the  cool  breeze 
blows  gently  through  the 
trees.  The  smell  of  the  crisp 
autumn  leaves  permeates  the 
air.  Gently  rolling  hills,  green 
farmland,  expansive  woods. 


was  a  premier  destination  for 
the  people  of  Springfield  as 
an  escape  fi-om  city  life.  Visi- 
tors rode  to  the  top  on  a  rail- 
way tram  and  then  would  eat, 
drink,  and  dance  at  the  Pros- 
pect House,  a  first-rate  hotel 
and  restaurant  on  the  summit. 
In  1890,  an  amusement 


when  it  closed  due  to  rising  in- 
surance costs. 

Today,  visitors  of  Mount 
Tom  and  Mount  Holyoke  can 
enjoy  picturesque  views,  pic- 
nic areas,  historic  buildings 
and  masonry,  cliffs,  and  all 
the  joys  of  nature.  With  over 
twenty  miles  of  hiking  trails. 
Mount  Tom  is  no  leisurely 
walk  in  the  park. 

Hiking  is  now  the  only 
way  to  reach  the  summit  of 
Mount  Tom.  Those  with  an 
adventurous  spirit  insist  that 
the  hike  is  well  worth  it.  If  the 
idea  of  hiking  doesn't  get  you 
excited,  you'll  be  pleased  to 
know  that  you  can  still  enjoy 
the  scenic  views  of  the  Valley 
by  driving  most  of  the  way  up 
Mount  Holyoke. 

Junior  Corey  Mott  re- 
cently took  a  trip  to  Mount 
Tom.  He  was  amazed  at  the 
view  from  the  summit.  "Once 


are  pieces  of  the  plane  people 
have  found  in  the  area  over  the 
years,"  he  said. 

Junior  C.J.  Eldson  was 
similarly  impressed  by  the 
view  of  the  Connecticut  Val- 
ley from  the  summit  of  Mount 
Holyoke.  He  called  the  view 
"spectacular"  and  added,  "It 
really  gave  out  a  good  per- 
spective of  how  high  [we]  ac- 
tually were." 

While  he  didn*t  have  time 
to  see  as  much  of  the  moun- 
tain as  he  would  have  liked, 
Eldson  is  thinking  about  go- 
ing back.  "1  would  like  to  see 
some  more  remnants  of  the 
old  hotel  and  railway.  It  would 


**Mount  Tom  is  an  impressive  landmark 
of  the  Connecticut  River  Valley** 


the  cool  blue  Connecticut  Riv- 
er, century-old  farmhouses, 
and  the  distant  mountains  of 
Vermont  form  a  picturesque 
scene. 

It's  times  like  these  that 
people  remember  why  they 
live  in  New  England. 

Mount  Tom  is  an  impres- 
sive landmark  of  the  Connect- 
icut River  Valley,  but  perhaps 
even  more  impressive  is  die 
mountain's  long-standing  rep- 
utation in  western  Massachu- 
setts as  a  center  of  recreation 
and  pleasure. 

Over  150  years  ago,  the 


area  named  Mountain  Park 
was  constructed  near  the  base 
of  Mount  Tom.  Though  the 
summit  house  burned  down  in 
1 929  and  was  never  replaced, 
Mountain  Park  remained  for 
decades  as  an  amusement  park 
for  the  people  of  Springfield. 

While  rather  small  by 
today's  standards.  Mountain 
Park  was  quite  successfiil  for 
a  number  of  years.  Visitors 
could  ride  the  carousel  and 
other  rides,  as  well  as  enjoy 
a  unique  water  slide  down 
the  side  of  the  mountain.  The 
park  remained  open  until  1 987 


be  nice  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the 
past  while  up  on  the  summit." 

A  center  of  recreation 
in  the  Connecticut  Valley 
for  more  than  150  years,  the 
mountain  and  surrounding 
forest  boast  stunning  views 
and  a  rich  past.  Mott  adds, 
"The  trails  are  well  marked 
and  are  somewhat  challeng- 
ing. It  is  also  close  to  campus 
and  makes  a  great  day  trip." 

Mount  Tom  is  located 
about  30  minutes  from  cam- 
pus. To  get  there,  take  Route 
91  North  to  exit  17A.  Take 
Route  5  North  for  four  miles, 
and  the  park  enfrance  is  on 
your  left. 


you  got  to  the  edge  of  the 
ridge,  the  views  were  spec- 
tacular." he  stated.  "You  could 
see  Hartford  in  the  distance." 

Mott  was  equally  satis- 
fied with  the  rich  heritage  of 
the  park.  He  was  fascinated 
with  a  B-17  memorial,  a  crash 
site  from  the  1940s. 

"The  B-17  crashed  into 
the  side  of  the  mountain  in 
Worid  War  II  [while]  attempt- 
ing to  land  at  Westover  AFB. 
Twenty-five  men  and  the  crew 
all  perished.  They  were  re- 
turning home  from  the  Euro- 
pean Front.  At  the  memorial 


The  peak  of  Mt.  Tom  used  to  look  much  different  than  it  does  today. 
The  summit  house  burned  down  in  1929  and  was  never  rebuUi. 


"Ballot"  continued 

rick  over  Healey  by  almost  20 

points. 

HEALYrShe  is  in  fa- 
vor of  the  giving  merit-based 
pay  to  our  best  teachers,  roll- 
ing back  the  income  tax  and 
keeing  taxes  low.  She  wants 
tougher  laws  on  crime  and 
supports  MCAS  as  a  gradua- 
tion requirement. 

PATRICK:  He  is  in  fa- 
vor of  more  ftinding  to  social 
programs,  wouldn't  mind  tax 
increases  if  it  were  spent  wise- 
ly, and  is  in  favor  of  drivers  li- 
censes and  in-state  tuition  for 
illegal  immigrants. 


NOTABLE:  The  last 
time  a  Democrat  became  MA 
Governor  was  six  elections 
ago.  In  addition,  there  has 
never  been  an  elected  female 
Governor  in  Massachusetts. 
(Jane  Swift  who  served  in 
1999  was  not  elected) 

NATIONAL 
ELECTIONS 

The  Republican  Party 
is  "in  real  danger"  of  loosing 
both  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  the  Senate  according 
to  an  AOL  News  elections  ar- 
ticle. 

The  Democrats  need  to 


gain  1 5  seals  in  the  house  and 
six  in  the  Senate  to  gain  a  ma- 
jority. 

GOP  support  has  dwin- 
dled steadily,  mostly  due  to 
scandals  and  continued  oppo- 
sition to  the  war  in  Iraq.  The 
one  bright  spot  for  the  Repub- 
licans may  be  that  Democrats 
have  not  proven  they  can  keep 
our  country  safe. 

According  to  a  recent 
MSNBC  poll,  two-thirds  of 
Americans  say  a  Republican 
can  do  a  belter  job  on  national 
security  than  Democrats. 


"Pearl"  continued 
hundreds  of  concerts  in  over 
sixty  countries  around  the 
world,  and  is  held  each  Octo- 
ber around  the  time  of  Pearl's 
birthday. 

This  year's  Music  Day 
included  a  weeklong  series 
of  concerts,  including  ones  in 
London  and  New  York  by  Sir 
Elton  John. 

The  local  performance 
included  the  Community  Mu- 
sic School  Children's  Honors 
Choruses,  "Presto."  the  young 
string  ensemble  of  CMSS.  the 
WNEC  Student  Chorale,  the 
Yiddishkeit  Klezmer  ensem- 


ble, and  "Tehillah,"  a  50-mem- 
ber  adult  gospel  choir  from  St. 
John's  Congregational  Church 
in  Springfield. 

The  concert  at  the  Col- 
lege was  a  "unique  parmership 
between  a  liberal  arts  college, 
a  Jewish  temple,  and  a  music 
school,"  said  Roulier.  "[It] 
captures  the  three  prongs  of 
Danny's  life.  Education,  mu- 
sic, and  his  Jewish  faith  were 
all  very  important  to  Danny." 

For  more  information 
about  Daniel  Pearl  or  the  Mu- 
sic Days  program,  visit  the 
Foundation  website  at  http:// 
www.danielpearl.org. 
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NEWS 


Student  Senate  News 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  Wriler 

MIDNIGHT  MADNESS 
BUDGET  PASSES 

$7,000  was  allocated  to 
the  Midnight  Madness  com- 
mittee by  senate  on  Tuesday, 
Oct.  !8. 

Members  of  the  organiza- 
tion were  confident  their  bud- 
get would  pass  because  it  was 
substantially  lower  than  last 
year's  budget. 

The  budget  includes 
$2,000  for  food.  This  year,  the 
committee  worked  with  the 
local  Domino's  restaurant  to 
help  cover  the  cost. 

"They've  agreed  to  give 
us  a  lot  of  prizes  for  that  eve- 
ning. We  were  able  to  adjust 
the  budget  that  way."  said  Dr. 
Sharianne  Walker,  a  professor 
at  the  School  of  Business. 

Under  normal  circum- 
stances, contractual  agree- 
ments prevent  Western  New 
England  College  organiza- 
tions from  using  outside  food 
sources  for  events.  However, 
since  this  is  such  a  late  event, 
ARAMARK  made  no  qualms 
with  the  committee. 

SENATORS  TO  ATTEND 
CONFERENCE 

Two    Senate  members 


will  be  traveling  to  the  an  an- 
nual conference  to  interact 
with  other  colleges  and  make 
contacts  to  earn  valuable  dis- 
counts for  entertainers  and 
compare  campus  activity  pro- 
grams next  month. 

Vice  President  James 
Tiemey  will  travel  this  year 
to  act  as  a  delegate  (along 
with  another  yet-to-be-named 
senator)  to  attend  the  National 
Association  for  Campus  Ac- 
tivities (NACA)  conference 
from  Thursday.  Nov.  2  to  Sun- 
day Nov.  5.  NACA  showcases 
booking  agencies  and  offers 
students  a  wealth  of  informa- 
tion so  that  they  can  work  to- 
gether with  other  colleges. 

"You  can  double-book 
things,  like  if  Springfield  Col- 
lege has  a  comedian,  we  can 
go  to  Springfield  College  and 
get  them  for  the  next  night," 
said  James  Tiemey.  That  helps 
organizers  save  money  on 
food,  travel,  and  lodging  ex- 
penses. 

Theprogram  saves  WNEC 
approximately  $100,000  for 
events  on  campus  each  year 
said  Student  Senate  President 
Jessica  Vogel. 

$500  is  granted  to  each 
member  for  travel  and  accom- 
modations at  the  event.  Senate 
voted  to  allot  $1,000  to  send 
two  members  to  the  confer- 


ence. Senate  was  unsure  if  a 
second  member  would  defi- 
nitely be  attending  and  may 
choose  to  withdraw  funds  if 
Tiemey  visits  the  conference 
alone. 

BUDGET  FOR  THE 
REVIEIV  PASSES 
The  WNEC  committee 
for  The  Review  was  allocated 
$12,000  for  a  possible  700 
copies  of  the  work  on  Tues- 
day, Oct.  24. 

There  was  debate  over  the 
allocation  because  the  com- 
mittee had  submitted  a  vague 
budget  to  senate  with  two  esti- 
mates of  how  much  would  be 
spent. 

The  committee  contend- 
ed that  the  ambiguous  budget 
was  due  to  time  consfraints. 
and  that  a  budget  was  needed 
sooner  rather  than  later  to  be- 
gin production. 

"I'm  a  Httle  uncomfort- 
able not  knowing  how  many 
will  be  purchased,"  said  Sena- 
tor Brian  Shea  Murphy.  "1  just 
think  we  should  know  what 
we're  buying." 

Other  senators  felt  the 
argument  held  little  weight 
because  The  Review  has  been 
consistent  each  year,  and  it  is 
known  what  kind  of  product 
will  result. 

The  motion  passed  a  roll 
call  vote  of  1 7  to  8  with  no  ab- 
stentions. 


STAGELESS  PLAYERS 
RENT  LIGHTS  FOR 
UPCOMING  SHOW 

Lighting  equipment  will 
be  rented  at  the  cost  of  $786.96 
for  the  upcoming  performance 
by  the  Stageless  Players. 

The  performance  requires 
particular  lighting  that  can't 
be  produced  by  the  equipment 
available  in  Sleith  100  at  the 
moment,  said  Stageless  Play- 
ers representative  Professor 
Hilary  Bucs. 

"With  the  equipment  we 
have  now,  it's  just  not  going 
to  do  it,"  said  Bucs.  "The  most 
important  aspect  of  a  show, 
some  people  say,  is  the  light- 
ing." 

STUDENTS  LIST 
GRIEVANCES 

A  lack  of  variety  in  the 
food  court  was  the  number 
one  grievance  among  students 
who  participated  in  a  study 
held  in  the  campus  center  area 
to  collect  student  complaints. 

Senate's  grievance  com- 
mittee opened  a  booth  that 
allowed  students  to  list  their 


**fVhen  the  team 
reached  the  cham- 
pionship round  and 
finished  sixth  out 
5  eighteen  teams, 
-  they  turned  a  lot  of 
heads, " 


grievances  on  a  number  of 
topics.  These  topics  include 
residence  life,  facilities  man- 
agement, library/academics. 
Public  Safety,  food  services, 
information  technology,  and 
the  Alumni  Healthful  Living 
Center. 

Food  services  had.  by  far, 
the  greatest  number  of  repeat- 
ed complaints,  with  31  stu- 
dents complaining  just  about 
the  lack  of  variety.  Other  re- 
peated complaints  include  a 
lack  of  healthy  food,  the  high 
price  of  food,  and  the  desire 
for  extended  hours. 

The  second  greatest  com- 
plaint regards  the  slow  speed 
of  the  intemet  and  the  desire 
for  more  bandwidth  with  28 
repeated  complaints. 

Other  repeated  com- 
plaints included  the  need  for 
more  computers  in  the  library 
and  the  desire  for  a  gazebo  in 
the  Quad. 

Some  students  put  down 
personal  concerns,  such  as 
"80-year  old  teachers  at  8  a.m. 
are  not  a  good  idea." 


New  Paintball  Team 
Ahead  of  the  Game 


Bill  Sweet 

Contributing  Writer 


The  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  Paintball  Club 
entered  its  first  National  Col- 
legiate Paintball  Association 
(NCPA)  tournament  at  the 
University  of  Massachusetts 
Open  with  modest  expecta- 
tions. 

Competing  against  pow- 
erhouses, including  Univer- 
sity of  Connecticut  (the  2005 
National  Champions),  Drexel, 
Temple,  UMass,  University  of 
Hartford,  and  others,  WNEC 
was  able  to  place  itself  firmly 
on  the  NCPA  map. 

When  the  team  reached 
the  championship  round  and 
finished  sixth  out  of  eighteen 
teams,  they  turned  a  lot  of 
heads. 

The  tournament  team  is 
made  up  of  WNEC  students 
Bill  Sweet,  Brendan  Farinha, 
Eric  Young,  Ben  Lussier,  and 
Brian  Mafhicci.  They  battled 
for  victory  over  the  course  of 
eleven  games,  and  in  the  end 
earned  the  respect  of  some  of 


the  division's  top  teams. 

The  tournament  was  a 
series  of  five-minute  games 
with  the  top  six  teams  moving 
forward  to  the  championship 
round. 

Each  team  was  given 
points  based  on  a  win  or  loss 
of  the  game,  the  number  of 
opponents  eliminated,  and 
whether  or  not  the  center  flag 
was  captured. 

WNEC  finished  5-1  in 
the  preliminary  rounds,  which 
earned  them  390  points,  de- 
feating UConn.  Hartford  I  and 
II,  Drexel,  and  UMass  in  the 
process. 

The  championship  round 
exposed  the  inexperience  of 
the  club  as  they  were  only  able 
to  muster  1 10  points,  thus  fin- 
ishing sixth  overall. 

This  being  WNEC's  first 
NCPA  Tournament,  the  two- 
month-old  club  more  than 
held  its  own  over  teams  that 
have  been  together  for  years. 
For  more  information  on  the 
WNEC  Paintball  Club,  please 
contact  Bill  Sweet  at  hock- 
eypaint7@yahoo.com. 
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Some  Students  Actually  Like  Attending  WNEC 

attacked  by  uncontrolled  chil- 
dren who  suddenly  appear  out 
of  nowhere  and  tackle  you 
faster  than  Teddy  Bruschi? 
Nowhere  but  Springfield. 

So,  the  next  time  you  get 
angry  when  a  squirrel  cuts 
you  off,  just  stop  to  think  to 
yourself,  "At  least  I'm  not  at 
AIC." 


Krystal  Katsouleris 

Assistant  Editor 

Editorials  are  usually 
negative;  I  hate  negativity. 
I,  in  fact,  love  Western  New 
England  College. 

I  fell  in  love  with  it  the 
moment  1  first  saw  the  cam- 
pus in  the  middle  of  a  muddy 
February  rainstorm  where  the 
walkways  were  so  flooded 
that  our  tour  guide  could  have 
paddled  us  around  in  a  kayak. 

The  campus  (in  all  of  its 
mustard  yellow,  pale  blue,  and 
cruddy  brown  glory)  was  a  vi- 
sion of  heaven  to  me;  maybe 
because  1  just  came  from  an 
open  house  at  American  Inter- 
national College. 

People  tell  me  that  I  only 
like  WNEC  because  I  have 
seemed  to  hit  the  housing 
jackpot  every  year  that  1  have 
been  here.  Of  course  that  has 
something  to  do  with  my  love 
for  this  school;  I  have  learned 
how  to  manipulate  the  system 


with  powers  that  I  do  not  even 
understand. 

There  are  more  reasons 
why  I  love  Western  New  Eng- 
land College,  though.  For 
example,  a  majority  of  my 
professors  are  extremely  like- 
able. 

As  an  English  major  I 
have  met  most  of  the  Eng- 
lish faculty  and  have  gotten 
to  know  the  insane  and  secret 
worlds  that  have  developed 
inside  their  heads  from  read- 
ing so  far  into  literature. 

It's  actually  quite  fun  to 
traverse  and  mess  around  with 
their  minds  (which  can  be 
helpful  when  needing  an  ex- 
tension on  a  paper,  but  1  never 
would  do  such  a  thing). 

I  also  like  the  fact  that 
some  of  my  professors  have 
been  overtly  personal,  having 
their  children  over  for  class 
dinners  and  trading  stories 
about  their  fake  IDs  and  wild 
college  years. 

1  even  like  the  professors 


who  will  follow  you  into  the 
bathroom  in  order  to  continue 
the  intelligent  conversation 
that  you  were  trying  to  avoid. 

The  diversity  of  classes 
here  also  pleases  me.  1  have 
learned  sign  language  and  tak- 
en a  math  course  that  required 
more  essays  than  most  of  my 
English  courses. 

1  have  also  taken  a  col- 
loquium where  1  made  good 
friends  with  all  kinds  of  for- 
mer female  prisoners. 

The  number  one  reason 
why  i  love  WNEC  is  not  be- 
cause of  what  is  on  campus, 
but  what  is  off  campus.  I  come 
from  a  99%  white  town  and 
have  lived  between  two  apple 
orchards  all  of  my  life. 

Here  in  Springfield  1 
soak  myself  in  a  culture  that 
just  may  be  as  diverse  as  New 
York  City  (except  1  have  not 
been  able  to  find  any  Greeks 
here  ...  where  are  all  my  fel- 
low Greeks  at?). 

Going   to   the  grocery 


store  is  like  a  refresher  course 
in  Spanish,  and  even  here  at 
WNEC  some  of  the  cleaning 
ladies  have  taught  me  Italian. 

Who  needs  international 
travel  when  all  you  have  to  do 
is  run  errands  or  sit  in  the  East- 
field  Mall  to  enjoy  the  culture 
of  Dominicans,  French,  Cana- 
dians, and  others? 

Where  else  can  you  get 


Democratic  Pick  of  the  Week 


Today^s  Media  Seems  Unconcerned  With  the  Facts 


Matthew  Caron 

Staff  Writer 

The  world  we  live  in  is 
an  ever-growing  jumble  of 
obscure  generalities  and  dif- 
fering opinion.  We  see,  hear, 
and  breathe  bias  in  newspa- 
pers, on  television,  and  on  the 
radio.  It's  no  wonder,  then, 
why  newspaper  readership  is 
at  an  all-time  low  and  network 
news  ratings  are  shrinking. 

In  America  today,  the 
media  is  corrupted  by  ratings, 
political  agendas,  and  the 
almighty  dollar.  The  media 
in  America  has  betrayed  its 
people:  yes  folks,  I  said  be- 
trayed. Walter  Cronkite  put  it 
best  when  he  said,  "We  cannot 
make  good  news  out  of  bad 
practice." 

Today's  practicing  jour- 
nalists seem  to  have  an  allergy 
to  facts.  Where  do  we  turn  for 
unbiased  news?  Is  there  any 
place  where  we  can  find  the 
truth? 

For  decades,  our  nations 
founding  journalists  like  Ed- 
ward R.  Murrow  and  Walter 
Cronkite  spoke  raw  facts  to 
the  American  people  with  no 


spin  and  no  slant.  Let's  get 
back  to  that,  shall  we? 

Let  me  step  back  for  a 
moment  and  clarify  my  posi- 
tion. I'm  not  in  any  way  sug- 
gesting that  opinion  is  bad; 
you  are,  after  all,  reading  an 
opinion  right  now.  Opinion 
has  a  sfrong  place  in  society. 
It  defines  who  we  are  and  is  a 
staple  of  democracy. 

Opinion  can  be  a  good 
thing,  but  not  when  subtle 
opinion  is  sold-off  to  the 
American  people  as  factual. 
That  is  a  disservice. 

Since  beginning  my  jour- 
nalism career  years  ago,  I  have 
seen  firsthand  the  factors  that 
drive  our  misguided  media. 

Reason  #1:  Ratings.  No 
longer  is  the  media  focused  on 
educating  the  public.  They  are 
more  concerned  about  beat- 
ing the  competition.  Suddenly, 
who  has  the  flashiest  graph- 
ics, which  station  can  break 
a  story  first,  and  how  can  we 
keep  people  from  changing 
the  channel  becomes  priority. 

The  more  ratings  a  sta- 
tion gets  the  more  money  the 
parent  company  will  throw 
its  way.  The  more  money  it 


gets,  the  more  it  spends  on 
new  equipment  which  in  turn 
gamers  more  viewers  which 
again  means  better  ratings. 
The  cycle  continues. 

Reason  #2:  The  field  of 
journalism  is  being  flooded 
with  a  new  generation  of 
people  who  have  been  desen- 
sitized to  opinion.  They  grew 
up  watching  news  without 
straight  facts,  so  to  them,  it's 
normal. 

A  very  small  minority 
of  today's  journalists  are  also 
lazy... they  go  after  the  easy 
stories  and  get  the  easy  sound 
bites.  Lazy  journalism  always 
ends  up  trivial,  superficial,  and 
inundated  with  opinion. 

Reason  ^^3:  Arrogance. 
It's  easy  to  think  that  your 
opinion  is  more  important 
than  everyone  else's  when  you 
reach  thousands  of  people  ev- 
ery day. 

It's  important  to  remem- 
ber the  words  of  Edward  R. 
Murrow,  who  said,  "Just  be- 
cause your  voice  reaches  half- 
way around  the  world  doesn't 
mean  you  are  wiser  than  when 
it  only  reached  to  the  end  of 
the  bar." 


Reason  #4:  It's  our  own 
fault.  You  see,  biased  news 
is  more  interesting  to  watch 
than  just  boring  old  facts.  If 
something  is  biased,  it  usually 
evokes  an  emotional  response 
that  keeps  us  watching. 

We  live  in  a  hustle  and 
bustle  society  where  we  are 
constantly  bombarded  with  vi- 
sual and  audio  stimuli.  We  are 
loosing  the  ability  to  focus,  we 
are  becoming  too  distracted, 
so  the  media  finds  ways  to 
condense  news  and  make  il  as 
visually  appealing  as  possible 

What  used  to  be  a  public 


service  is  now  a  competitive 
business  looking  to  make  mon- 
ey. Priorities  have  changed  and 
facts  are  diluted.  The  ftiture  of 
objective  journalism  is  in  real 
danger  of  being  undermined 
by  a  culture  of  corruption. 

The  Associated  Press 
recently  put  out  a  poll  that 
showed  a  miniscule  15%  of 
Americans  think  that  journal- 
ism is  unbiased.  As  someone 
who  wants  to  make  journalism 
his  future,  I  vow  to  do  my  part 
to  uphold  the  standards  and 
ethics  of  real  factual  journal- 
ism: no  matter  what  the  cost. 


Republican  Pick  of  the  Week 
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CLASSROOM  SURVIVAL 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  ★* 


*  Moderate  **  Challenging 
**★  HOO  BOY! 

02006  by  Ung  FmIutk  Syndlcaw,  inc.  WoiM  nstiu  mMrwd. 


BUTTRUC 

By  Samantha  Weaver 


•  The  first  Miss  America 
pageant  was  held  in  Atlan- 
tic City,  N.J.,  in  1921,  and 
during  the  first  decade  of 
the  competition,  the  bust 
of  the  average  contestant 
measured  32  inches.  Since 
then,  though,  times  —  and 
standards  of  beauty  —  have 
changed;  perhaps  unsur- 
prisingly, the  average  bust 
size  of  contestants  today  is 
36  inches. 

•  Elmore  Leonard,  famed 
author  of  "Get  Shorty"  and 


many  other  novels,  said 
about  his  writing,  "I  leave 
out  the  parts  that  people 
skip." 

•  Automaker  Heruy  Ford 
grew  marijuana  —  he  wanted 
to  figure  out  a  way  to  make 
plastic  out  of  the  plant. 

•  If  you're  going  to  be  ty- 
ing the  knot  soon,  you 
might  be  interested  in  this 
factoid:  Those  who  study 
such  things  (and  who  are 
they,  anyway?)  say  that  12 


ACROSS 

1  Half  a  19608 

quartet 
6  Skilled  player 
9  Put  away 

12  Insignificant 
one 

13  Oft-tattooed 
word 

14  Illumination 
measure 

15  Avian 
penthouse 

16  Superior  in 
quality 

18  "-in  the 
Wind" 

20  Eastern 
potentate 

21  Greek  vowel 

23  Fairway  start 

24  Take  as 
one's  own 

25  Unaccom- 
panied 

27  Step 

29  Man  with  all 

the  answers? 
31  Penguin's 

adversary 
35  "If  You  Knew-" 

37  A  few 

38  Michaelmas 
daisy 

41  Chart 

43  Catch  red- 
handed 

44  "-there?" 

45  Peanut 
butter,  e.g. 

47  Realty  sign 
49  In  any  way 
whatsoever 


King  Crossword 


1 

2 

3 

4 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

^^^■18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

^■27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

1 

;i 

55 

56 

52  Spoon-ben 

7 

Manage 

28 

As  cross  as  - 

der  Geller 

somehow 

30 

One  side  of 

53  Conned 

8 

North  Sea 

the  Ural  Mts. 

54  "Unforgettable" 

feeder 

32 

Carter's  veep 

duo 

9 

Crockett's 

33 

"1  -  Camera" 

55  Writer 

last  stand 

34 

Kans. 

Buscaglia 

10 

Tiny  Tim's 

neighbor 

56  Copper 

flower 

36 

Block 

head? 

11 

Work  the 

38 

Terrible 

57  Tend  texts 

muscles 

39 

Coastline 

17 

West  Point 

40 

"Flying  Down 

DOWN 

newbies 

1  Harper  Valley  19 

Classroom 

42 

U.N.  goal 

grp. 

an'ay 

45 

Thick  chunk 

2  Shock  partner  21 

"Guinness 

46 

Fermi's  unit 

3  Sheet 

Book"  suffix 

48 

"Eureka!" 

material 

22 

Anderson's 

50 

Actor  Cariou 

4  Carreras 

"High  -" 

51 

Hallucinogen 

rendition 

24 

Khan  title 

letters 

5  Exhausted 

26 

Haunt  one's 

6  Magic  charm 

mind 

(S  2006  iChig  Features  Synd.,  Inc. 


percent  of  grooms  go  to  a 
tanning  bed  so  they'll  have 
some  color  before  they  take 
that  trip  down  the  aisle. 

•  "In  God  We  Trust"  didn't 
appear  on  all  U.S.  currency 
until  1954. 

•  I  recently  ran  across  a  re- 
port claiming  that  in  ancient 
Greece,  aman  could  propose 
to  a  woman  by  throwing  an 
apple  to  her.  If  she  wanted 
to  marry  the  man  doing  the 
fruit  tossing,  she'd  catch 


the  apple;  if  not,  she'd  let  it 
drop  to  the  ground.  I  won- 
der, though,  what  happened 
to  those  unfortunate  women 
with  poor  hand-eye  coordi- 
nation: Did  they  simply  be- 
come old  maids,  never  mar- 
rying simply  because  they 
couldn't  catch? 

•  Presidential  historians  say 
that  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 
sometimes  sewed  clothes 
for  his  wife,  Mamie. 

•  Courteney  Cox  originally 


auditioned  for  the  role  of 
Rachel  on  the  hit  TV  sitcom 
"Friends." 


*+*********** 


Thought  for  the  Day:  "1  hap- 
pen to  feel  that  the  degree 
of  a  person's  intelligence 
is  directly  reflected  by  the 
number  of  conflicting  atti- 
tudes she  can  bring  to  bear 
on  the  same  topic."  -  Lisa 
Alther 

(c)  2006  King  Features  Synd.. 
Inc. 
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Man  of  the  Year  Doesn't  Quite  Offer  What  it  Promises 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


In  a  time  when  political 
tension  has  grown  more  prom- 
inent in  the  world,  and  where 
divisions  between  political 
factions  have  become  more 
pronounced,  a  bit  of  political 
comedy  is  something  that  ev- 
eryone could  use. 

Man  of  the  Year,  which 
stars  Robin  Williams,  brings 
out  some  good  political  hu- 


mor, and  also  contains  a  good 
deal  of  political  commentary. 

^4an  of  the  Year  is  the  sto- 
ry of  how  a  comedian  named 
Tom  Dobbs  (Williams)  made 
his  way  to  President  Elect  of 
the  United  States.  The  movie 
opens  with  Dobbs's  manager 
Jack  Menken  (Christopher 
Walken)  telling  the  story  to 
someone. 

Dobbs  gets  the  idea  to  run 
for  President  during  one  of  his 
shows,  and  begins  a  campaign 


as  Election  Day  draws  near. 
After  acting  outside  of  tradi- 
tion during  the  final  debate 
between  candidates,  Dobbs 
seems  to  have  amassed  great 
popularity.  When  the  elections 
are  over,  the  resuhs  show  that 
Dobbs  is  the  President  Elect. 

The  story  then  gets  darker, 
however,  when  an  individual 
finds  a  problem  with  the  new 
voting  system  produced  by  the 
Delacroy  Company.  Eleanor 
Green  (Laura  Linney),  an  em- 


The  TV  Guy  Tackles  the  ABC's 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 


Lost:  This  show  has  sort  of  Lost  me.  No,  really,  while  that  is  a  much-overused  pun,  it's  actually 
the  truth!  There  have  been  some  superb  installments  this  season,  but  it's  really  hard  to  keep  track 
of  everything  that  is  going  on:  a  complaint  that  I  rarely  make  about  television.  Yet  I'm  still  ad- 
dicted to  Lost,  especially  the  character  flashbacks.  As  for  what's  coming  up.  we  will  learn  about 
Kate's  love-life  pre-815,  as  well  as  the  surprising  reason  why  Jack  is  the  only  one  that  "The 
Others"  can  cooperate  with.  After  November  8,  there  won't  be  any  new  episodes  until  February. 
Don't  ask  why:  just  accept  it. 

The  Nine:  This  pilot  episode  was  remarkable,  but  the  show  seems  to  be  losing  a  little  of  its 
creative  punch  every  week.  While  I  do  look  forward  to  seeing  more  of  the  52-hour  bank  robbery 
unfold  with  the  creative  flashback  sequences  at  the  beginning  of  each  episode,  I  have  a  feeling 
that  the  writers  are  going  to  drag  this  on  for  an  eternity.  And,  based  on  the  unfortunate  low  rat- 
ings, I'm  pretty  skeptical  about  The  Nine  even  making  it  beyond  season  one.  As  for  what  keeps 
me  tuning  in,  Egan's  character  intrigues  me  the  most.  The  man  contemplated  suicide,  was  held 
hostage  for  two  days,  got  fired  firom  his  job,  debated  having  another  baby  with  his  wife,  and  is 
now  heading  toward  a  divorce.  While  most  shows  that  offer  a  character  with  that  much  commo- 
tion in  four  episodes  would  turn  me  off,  I  guess  I  enjoy  the  fact  that  these  awakenings  are  helping 
him  to  develop  a  relationship  with  the  other  eight  hostages. 

Desperate  Housewives:  It's  truly  disappointing  that  this  phenomenon  has  lost  its  way.  While  I 
was  appalled  with  last  season,  this  year  seems  promising  with  a  few  exceptions.  Aside  ft-om  No- 
ra's presence  and  the  unbearable  flirt  between  Julie  and  Austin,  the  dragged-on  divorce  between 
Carlos  and  Gaby  is  just  nauseating.  I  mean,  we  all  know  they're  going  to  eventually  reconcile, 
so  move  on  already!  On  the  plus  side,  Bree's  new  marriage  to  Orson  is  actually  a  storyline  that 
agrees  with  me.  Hopefully  our  favorite  redhead  can  lead  this  show  through  what  seems  to  be  a 
rejuvenated  third  season.  Knowing  Bree,  she  probably  has  an  outfit  already  ironed  for  the  big 
November  fiineral!  And  if  you're  dying  to  know  whose  it  is,  I  mentioned  their  name  above. 

Brothers  and  Sisters:  Hands  down,  this  is  my  favorite  new  show  of  the  season!  It's  absolutely 
"appointment  television"  for  me,  and  makes  a  terrific  Sunday  companion  to  Housewives.  For  me, 
the  uniqueness  stems  fi-om  the  fact  that  the  cast  consists  of  a  family  of  adults  who  are  trying  to 
grow  closer  together  despite  a  well-established  past.  And  to  make  matters  even  more  challeng- 
ing, it  was  revealed  in  the  pilot  that  their  recently-deceased  father  embezzled  retirement  fiinds 
while  in  charge  of  the  family  business.  Through  thick  and  thin,  this  stellar  group  of  brothers  and 
sisters  is  a  clan  I  hope  to  be  with  for  many  years  to  come. 

Grey*s  Anatomy:  OK,  no  need  to  thank  me,  but  I  saved  the  best  for  last.  What  can  I  say  about 
television's  most  watched  show?  Frankly,  it  took  me  a  while  to  get  into  it,  but  I'm  now  hooked. 
The  aspect  of  Grey 's  that  fascinates  me  the  most  is  the  character  interaction.  While  the  cast  is  not 
made  up  of  any  legends,  each  member  of  the  cast  complements  the  other  quite  well.  My  favorite 
out  of  this  season  is  Izzie's  realization  that  being  a  surgeon  is  worth  more  to  her  than  an  $8.7 
million  inheritance  check.  However,  I  can't  say  I  would  have  stuck  it  on  the  reft-igerator  if  1  was 
in  her  situation!  So  yes,  fans,  I  certainly  understand  the  show's  appeal;  and  on  that  note  you  can 
all  start  making  bets  on  which  character  will  in  fact  find  herself  with  morning  sickness  later  this 
season.  Finally  (probably  because  I  am  a  guy),  if  I  have  to  hear  Derek  or  Mark's  nickname  one 
more  time, !  am  seriously  going  to  go  "McCrazy!"  


Robin  Wiiliams  plays  a  comedian  who  decides  to  run  for  president  in 

"Man  of  The  Year  "  Photo  courtesy  of  www.popmatters.com 
ployee  of  Delacroy,  believes    when  the  film  jumped  so  sud- 


that  a  glitch  in  the  computer 
system  has  caused  Dobbs  to 
win  by  ft^aud.  The  rest  of  the 
movie  follows  Green's  quest 
to  reveal  what  she  knows,  and 
the  Delacroy  Company's  at- 
tempts to  stop  her. 

Man  of  the  Year  started 
off  really  well.  The  comedy 
was  good,  especially  the  scene 
in  which  Dobbs  takes  over  the 
debate  against  his  opponents; 
President  Kellogg  and  Senator 
Mills.  It  made  me  think  that 
this  would  be  an  interesting 
situation  in  real  life,  because 
Dobbs  represented  a  Presi- 
dential candidate  who  was 
popular  with  the  average  per- 
son, knew  how  to  mix  politics 
and  comedy,  and  had  a  good 
understanding  of  political  is- 
sues. 

Also,  Dobbs  was  honest 
and  treated  everyone  equally. 
This  led  me  to  think  about  how 
a  situation  like  this  could  actu- 
ally be  realistic,  and  would  be 
an  interesting  occurrence. 

I  was  taken  by  surprise 


denly  fi-om  a  comedy  to  more 
of  a  deep,  dark  drama.  Sud- 
denly, Eleanor  Green  became 
the  main  character,  and  the 
byproducts  of  her  discovering 
a  fault  in  the  computer  system 
lead  to  espionage,  sabotage, 
and  attempted  assassination. 

While  this  did  serve  to 
portray  how  corrupt  a  corpo- 
ration can  become  in  the  name 
of  fame  and  money,  it  cast  a 
shadow  over  the  initial  humor- 
based  plot  of  the  movie. 

If  people  go  to  see  Man 
of  the  Year  expecting  (as  I  did) 
to  see  a  comedy,  then  they  will 
probably  be  taken  aback  by 
the  darker  storyline  that  de- 
velops in  the  film.  There  is  not 
as  much  comedy  as  I  had  ex- 
pected, and  there  is  a  lot  more 
commentary  on  the  corruption 
of  corporations. 

It  was  an  enjoyable  mov- 
ie nonetheless,  but  I  think  it 
would  have  been  better  if  it 
had  been  either  a  comedy  or  a 
drama  instead  of  a  mixture  of 
both. 


"/  was  taken  by  surprise  when  the 
film  jumped  so  suddenly  from  a  com- 
edy to  more  of  a  deepy  dark  drama. " 

3  Stars  (out  of  5) 
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Coach  Profile  Spotlight:  Ice  Hockey 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


This  year  Chris  Bernard 
will  be  Western  New  England 
College's  first  ftill-time  Men's 
Hockey  coach.  Bernard  brings 
enthusiasm  and  high  expecta- 
tions to  a  program  that  has  not 
had  a  winning  season  in  13 
years. 

In  April,  Bernard,  a 
standout  goalie  at  Clarkson 
University,  was  announced  as 
the  new  head  coach.  He  suc- 
ceeded Karl  Enroth,  who  held 
the  part-time  coaching  posi- 
tion for  five  years. 

This  will  be  Bernard's 
first  head  coaching  job.  Before 
coming  to  the  College,  Ber- 
nard was  an  assistant  coach  at 
Division  I  Canisius  College,  a 
member  of  Atlantic  Hockey. 


Even  though  this  is  his 
first  head  coaching  job,  Ber- 
nard says  he  is  confident  that 
he  can  make  the  team  better. 
"I  want  to  make  this  the  best 
experience  possible  for  the 
players,  one  that  is  second-to- 
none,"  says  Bernard. 

Bernard  describes  himself 
as  an  extremely  competitive 
person,  with  high  expectations 
for  this  coming  season.  It  is 
this  mentality  that  he  will  try 
to  instill  into  a  team  and  pro- 
gram that  has  been  in  search 
of  an  identity. 

"I  believe  that  setting 
high  expectations  and  high 
standards,  both  mentally  and 
physically,  will  help  the  play- 
ers succeed,"  said  Bernard. 
"We're  going  to  create  our 
own  identity  by  playing  with 
heart,  discipline,  and  intelli- 


gence. 

Coach  Bernard  plans  on 
creating  this  identity  in  prac- 
tice. "I  want  to  make  it  a  posi- 
tive and  upbeat  environment 
where  there  is  encouragement 


Introducing  Chris 
Bernard,  WNEC's  First 
Full-Time  Hockey  Coach 

and  a  desire  to  be  the  best," 
he  said.  "[Practice]  will  be  as 
close  as  possible  to  an  actual 
game  environment." 

When  the  team  does  take 
the  ice,  the  philosophy  will  be 


"to  create  pressure  all  over, 
keep  the  puck  in  the  offensive 
zone  as  much  as  possible,  and 
limit  the  opportunities  for  our 
opponent." 

Everyone  on  this  year's 
team  needs  step  up  in  one  way 
or  another  and  take  on  a  lead- 
ership roie  if  they  are  going  to 
be  successful.  Bernard  says, 
"if  we  all  are  going  to  be  held 
accountable,  then  we  all  have 
to  be  leaders." 

Chris  Bernard  experi- 
enced great  success  as  a  goal- 
tender  at  Division  I  Clarkson 
fi-om  1994-1998.  During  his 
time  between  the  pipes  he 
posted  a  .964  winning  per- 
centage, an  NCAA  record. 

His  stellar  play  led  Clark- 
son to  four  20-win  seasons  in 
which  they  qualified  for  the 
NCAA  tournament  each  year. 


"The  NCAA  tournament  is 
such  a  great  atmosphere  to  play 
in,"  said  Bernard.  "I'd  love  for 
the  players  here  at  WNEC  to 
experience  that  feeling." 

Bernard's  skills  as  a  goal- 
ie led  him  to  start  the  Goalten- 
der  Enhancement  Program,  a 
business  set  up  to  help  develop 
young  goaitenders. 

"The  program  gives 
young  net-minders  a  chance 
to  succeed  and  become  better 
goalies."  says  Bernard  "We 
work  with  young,  inexperi- 
enced kids  as  young  as  seven 
or  eight  right  up  to  teenagers 
who  have  been  playing  for 
many  years." 

Bernard's  enthusiasm  and 
passion  for  the  game  should 
help  improve  a  team  that  fin- 
ished last  season  with  a  disap- 
pointing record  of  4-16-3. 


The  Patriots  Do  It  Again  ...  and  Again 


Michelle  O'Shepa 

Staff  miter 

For  their  sixth  regular 
season  game,  the  New  Eng- 
land Patriots  traveled  to  Ralph 
Wilson  Stadium  in  New  York 
to  take  on  their  AFC  East  ri- 
vals, the  Buffalo  Bills. 

Quarterback  Tom  Brady 
completed  18  out  of  27  passes 
for  1 95  yards  and  two  touch- 
downs with  no  interceptions. 
Running  back  Corey  Dillon 
scored  the  first  touchdown  for 
the  Pats  on  an  8-yard  run,  then 
scored  yet  again  on  a  12-yard 
run,  sparking  the  Patriots  to  a 
14-3  lead  in  the  first  quarter. 

Comerback  Asante  Sam- 
uel had  his  third  interception 


of  the  season  at  Buffalo  when 
he  picked  off  a  pass  thrown 
by  Bills  quarterback  J. P.  Los- 
man. 

Defensive  lineman  Rich- 
ard Seymour  sacked  Losman 
on  third  and  sixth,  forcing  a 
Buffalo  field  goal.  Follow- 
ing the  successful  field  goal, 
rookie  running  back  Laurence 
Maroney  returned  an  exciting 
kickoff  by  running  74  yards 
and  breaking  through  a  couple 
of  big  tackles  during  the  run. 
His  return  set  up  a  four-play 
touchdown  drive  that  ended  in 
Corey  Dillon's  12-yard  run. 

Linebacker  Mike  Vrabel 
sacked  J. P.  Losman  with  about 
ten  minutes  left  in  the  first  half, 
and  Vince  Wilfork  gained  pos- 


session of  the  loose  ball,  put- 
ting the  Patriots  on  their  own 
48-yard  line. 

With  a  combined  effort 
by  defensive  back  Rodney 
Harrison  and  defensive  line- 
man Rosevelt  Colvin.  Bills 
quarterback  J. P.  Losman  took 
a  5-yard  sack  in  the  third  quar- 
ter, raising  Harrison's  career 
total  to  28.5  sacks. 

Defensive  back  Eugene 
Wilson  tackled  Bills  running 
back  Willis  McGahee,  the 
AFC's  leading  rusher,  at  about 
the  3-yard  line,  holding  the 
Bills  back  from  a  touchdown. 
Rookie  wide  receiver  Chad 
Jackson  caught  a  35-yard 
touchdown  pass  from  Tom 
Brady  in  the  third  quarter,  giv- 


ing  the  Pats 
a   21-3  lead. 
The  catch  was 
Jackson's  sec- 
ond career 
touchdown  and 
Brady's  ninth 
touchdown 
pass  of  the  sea- 
son. Wide  re- 
ceiver Doug 
Gabriel  scored 
the  fourth 
touchdown  of  the  game,  giv- 
ing the  Pats  a  28-6  road  win 
over  the  Bills  and  a  record  of 
4-0  in  their  division,  as  well  as 
a  season  record  of  5- 1 . 

"It  was  a  good  first  drive, 
good  execution  all  the  way 
around."  said  the  never-sat- 


Pholo  courtesy  of  wwn-.parriols.com 
isfied  Brady  after  the  game. 
"Good  blocking,  good  throw- 
ing, good  catching,  good 
routes  and  good  runs.  I  wish 
we'd  do  that  more  often,  but 
that's  what  we're  working 
for." 


UPCOMING  FALL  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Gaines  in  Bold 
Conference  gamesntarked  with  a  ' 


MEN'S  ICE  HOCKEY 

il/03 

Fri 

North  Country  CC 

4:45  PM 

11/04 

Sat 

Ithaca  Invitational 

10:00  AM  M 

11/04 

Sat 

Becker  Tournament 

TBA 

11/05 

Sun 

Ithaca  Invitational 

10:00  AM  m 

^1/07 

T^e 

Fitchburg  State  College 

8:30  PM 

11/08 

Wed 

UMass-Amherst 

7:00  PM 

11/09 

Thu 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology 

8:30  PM 

11/11 

Sat 

Roger  Williams  Invitational 

10:00  AM 

11/U 

Sat 

Lebanon  Valley  College 

2:30  PM 

11/15 

Wed 

Springfield  College 

7:00  PM  ^ 

1^/14 

Tat 

Southern  New  Hampshire 

8:30  PM 

WOMEN'S  SWIMMING 

7:00  PM 

U/01 

Wed 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute 

11/04 

Sat 

Bridgewater  State  College 

2:00  PM 

FOOTBALL 

CROSS  COUNTRY  Women 

Men 

11/04 

Sat 

Nichols  College  c 

Noon 

11/11 

Sat 

NE  Reg.  Championship  p  NOON 

11:00  AM 
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Democrats  Win  Big  in  Mid-term  Elections 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

The  Democratic  Party 
seized  the  majority  in  both  the 
House  and  Senate  last  Tues- 
day in  a  closely  contested 
mid-term  election.  This  repre- 
sents the  first  time  democrats 
have  been  in  the  majority  in 
12  years. 

Most  races  lasted  well 
into  the  night  on  Election  Day, 
with  two  key  elections  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Montana  being  too 
close  to  call  before  Thursday. 
In  the  end,  democrats  narrow- 
ly won  in  both  states,  leading 
to  a  slim  51-49  majority  in  the 
Senate. 

In  the  House,  the  story 
was  much  the  same,  with 
democrats  now  holding  ap- 
proximately 30  more  seats 


than  republicans. 

President  Bush  com- 
mented on  the  elections  on 
Wednesday,  saying,  'if  you 
look  at  race  by  race,  it  was 
close.  The  cumulative  effect, 
however,  was  not  too  close.  It 
was  a  thumping." 

Experts  cite  voter  disap- 
proval with  President  Bush 
and  the  war  in  Iraq  as  two 
main  factors  that  caused  the 
nation  to  vote  the  democrats 
back  into  power. 

Senator  Chuck  Schumer, 
chairman  of  the  Democratic 
Senatorial  Campaign  Com- 
mittee, agreed  that  success 
was  largely  based  on  anti-re- 
publican sentiment.  "I'd  say 
[the  democratic  victory]  was 
65  percent  republican  mis- 
takes and  35  percent  demo- 
cratic successes,"  he  said  in  an 


Rep  Rahm  Emanuel.  D-Ill  (left)  and  Sen.  Charles  Schumer.  D-NY 
(right)  celebrate  on  Tuesday  as  the  democrats  won  their first  majority 
in  congress  since  1994.  Photo  by  J.  Scott  Applewhite,  AP. 


interview  on  Thursday. 

"First  and  most  impor- 
tant, George  Bush  did  not 
change  direction  when  people 
were  demanding  it.  We  also 
recruited  great  candidates  ... 
and  we  got  the  resources," 


Schumer  added  about  his  par- 
ty's victory. 

Though  the  elections 
represented  a  major  win  for 
democrats  and  a  major  defeat 
for  republicans,  politicians  on 
See  "Elections  "  on  page  3 


Caprio  Reflects  on  Campus  Safety,  Security 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  Writer 

Terrence  Edwards  sat 
down  recently  with  President 
Anthony  Caprio  to  discuss  his 
10  years  with  the  College. 

The  two  covered  multiple 
issues,  including  tuition,  secu- 
rity, and  construction  projects. 
This  article  is  the  second  in  a 
series  which  chronicles  their 
conversation. 

When  discussing  Western 
New  England  College's  secu- 
rity, the  president  acknowl- 
edged last  year's  abduction 
and  the  incident  earUer  this  se- 
mester involving  breaking  and 
entering  into  a  Gateway  dorm 
and  robbery  at  knife  point. 

He  also  acknowledged 
the  possible  implications  of 
last  spring's  abduction  when 
considering  the  fact  that  the 
culprit  was  closely  linked  to 
the  WNEC  community  as  a 
former  student  and  son  of  a 
professor. 

These  recent  events 
raised  some  important  ques- 
tions. Does  the  recent  crime 
activity  on  campus  have  some 
meaning  behind  it?  Are  these 


signs  of  a  rise  in  criminal  ac- 
tivity in  the  Springfield  area 
as  a  whole,  or  is  the  College's 
state  of  isolation  in  the  Spring- 
field community  weakening? 

Public  Safety  Chief  Gary 
Barnes  said  he  never  experi- 
enced events  like  last  year's 
abduction  before.  I  brought  up 
the  idea  to  President  Caprio 
that  perhaps  something  has 
changed  in  the  community. 

"I  don't  think  there's 
been  much  of  a  change  re- 
ally, except  for  the  knife  point 
event  at  the  beginning  of  this 
semester,"  said  Caprio.  "The 
abduction  brings  it  to  another 
level  because  that  person  was 
so  familiar  with  the  environ- 
ment. 

"What  I  think  has  changed 
is  something  like  the  influence 
of  drugs.  When  more  and  more 
people  use,  it  puts  us  at  risk." 

The  president  also  put 
forward  WNEC's  new  proac- 
tive stance.  It  was  only  a  year 
ago  that  WNEC  Public  Safe- 
ty officers  were  armed  with 
guns. 

"I  was  not  [at]  all  in  fa- 
vor initially,  but  I  kept  an  open 
mind,"  said  Caprio. 


As  information  was 
brought  forward,  he  was  later 
convinced  that  arming  our 
officers  was  necessary.  He 
wanted  to  send  a  message  to 
those  who  feel  they  can  take 
advantage  of  the  WNEC  com- 
munity. "We're  not  here  to  be 
abused,"  he  said. 

However,  some  may 
argue  that  arming  our  offi- 
cers could  actually  persuade 
WNEC  invaders  to  arm  them- 
selves in  response. 

"I  think  that  they  were 
probably  armed  already,  be- 
cause several  months  before 
[we  armed  our  officers]  we 
searched  the  vehicles  of  some 
of  these  people,  and  they  had 
guns  already,"  said  Caprio.  "I 
don't  think  arming  our  police 
officers  will  cause  somebody 
out  there  to  change  how  they 
arm  themselves." 

The  president  admit- 
ted that  pedestrians  couldn't 
be  cleared  to  enter  Gateway, 
but  that  point  is  moot  since 
WNEC  isn't  about  to  search 
every  person  who  enters  the 
campus.  All  of  the  serious 
events  that  have  occurred  on 
campus  involved  people  who 


came  in  a  car,  said  Caprio. 

"We  want  to  welcome  the 
community  to  events  here," 
said  Caprio.  "We're  not  this 
isolated  ivory  tower." 

Next,  I  related  the  fi^is- 
tration  many  students  feel 
about  the  new  gate  being  con- 
structed. Many  students  feel 
that  their  thoughts  have  been 
ignored  and  the  whole  project 
was  put  forward  without  any 
student  input. 

Some  readers  may  re- 
member Jonathan  O'Hara's 
editorial  expressing  frustra- 
tion over  the  absence  of  Chief 
Barnes  during  a  meeting  with 
RHA,  Public  Safety,  and  Stu- 
dent Senate  about  the  gate. 

I  asked  the  president  if  he 
feh  the  students  had  a  right  to 
bring  their  input  to  the  table. 

"Yes.  I  think  they  do,"  he 
said.  "My  impression  was  as 
soon  as  we  talked  about  that 
gate  we  immediately  went  to 
the  students. 

"Could  it  have  been  that 
if  student  opinion  expressed 
that  students  didn't  want  the 
gate  that  we  wouldn't  have 
gone  and  ahead  and  done  it? 
That,  I  can't  guarantee." 


NEWS  

Student  Senate  News 


Terrence  Edwards 

Stajf  Writer 

YEARBOOK  BUDGET 
PASSES 

On  Tuesday,  Oct.  3 1  the 
WNEC  Yearbook  Committee 
was  allotted  $40,300  for  the 
yearbook  to  be  distributed  this 
spring. 

An  additional  $4,500  was 
granted  to  produce  57  more 
color  pages.  The  vote  passed  a 
roll  call  vote  with  24  yes  votes, 
zero  no  votes  or  abstentions. 

Each  year,  yearbooks 
are  distributed  to  WNEC  stu- 
dents in  the  final  month  of  the 
Spring  semester.  The  year- 
books are  paid  for  by  existing 
student  ftinds  and  require  no 
additional  cost  to  students. 


ROCK  FOR  RELIEF  BUD- 
GET PASSES 

A  committee  organizing 
an  event  that  will  benefit  the 
United  Services  Organizations 
was  allotted  $2,000. 

Rock  for  Relief  had  only 
confirmed  four  bands  to  per- 
form out  of  the  eight  they 
were  aiming  for  at  the  time. 
The  event  will  also  feature  co- 
medians, a  raffle,  and  T-shirt 
sales  using  T-shirts  donated  by 
Army  Surplus. 

Last  year  the  event  gen- 
erated $2,500  in  profits  with 
a  turnout  of  approximately 
200  attendees.  A  roll  call  vote 
passed  with  24  yes  votes,  zero 
no  votes  or  abstentions. 

Care  packages  will  be 
sent  to  US  troops  in  Iraq  with 
the  profits  fi-om  this  event. 


OFFICER  DISCUSSES 
GATEWAY  GATE 
Public  Safety  Officer  Mi- 
chael Purceil  discussed  the 
new  gate  (which  hasn't  gone 
into  operation  yet)  with  Stu- 
dent Senate  on  Tuesday,  Oct. 
31. 

Officer  Purceil  reported 
that  fiill-time  students  would 
have  access  to  the  gate  at  all 
times. 

For  guests,  hosts  would 
have  to  register  with  an  arrival 
and  departure  date  and  time. 
Guests  will  report  to  Public 
Safety  with  a  photo  ID  and 
receive  a  pass  that  can  access 
the  gate.  The  pass  will  be  de- 
activated at  the  time  of  depar- 
ture agreed  upon  during  regis- 
tration. If  lost,  the  host  would 
be  responsible  for  the  $25  re- 


placement fee. 

In  case  of  an  emergency, 
the  fire  department  will  be  able 
to  manually  raise  the  gate.  For 
safety,  cameras  are  placed  at 
the  gate  to  observe  everyone 
who  passes  through. 

Many  Student  Senate 
members  were  visibly  an- 
noyed by  the  state  of  affairs.  It 
was  later  discussed  that  facul- 
ty would  have  limited  access 
to  the  gate  as  well. 

When  asked  if  Public 
Safety  realized  that  it  was  a 
proven  security  risk  to  give 
faculty  access  to  the  Gate 
since  last  year's  abduction 
was  committed  by  the  son  of 
a  professor  who  would  have 
easy  access  to  such  materials, 
Purceil  replied,  "Everyone  is  a 
risk." 


Rock  For  Relief  to  Benefit  USO,  Soldiers 


Elizabeth  Smith 

Stajf  Writer 

The  second  annual  Rock 
for  Relief  will  be  held  Sat- 
urday. November  18  in  Riv- 
ers Arena  fom  4:00  to  10:00 
p.m.  Proceeds  will  go  to  the 
United  Services  Organizations 
(USO).  which  will  be  creating 
care  packages  that  will  be  sent 
to  U.S.  troops  overseas  this 
holiday  season. 

Musicians  7th  Story, 
Chad  Perrone,  Gone  by  Day- 
light, Session,  Nick  Santoste- 
fano.  Approaching  August, 
and  Chasing  Trinity  will  per- 
form at  the  event. 

Between  sets,  local  come- 
dians will  entertain  the  crowd, 
including  Kim  DeShields, 
Steve  Nagel,  Mike  Lemme. 
Dan  the  Librarian,  Dave 
Zamoider,  Matt  Sirchia.  and 
Mark  Collyer. 

Admission  is  only  five 
dollars  for  this  lineup  of  mu- 
sicians and  comedians  that 
includes  several  WNEC  stu- 
dents. 

Event  organizer  Matt 
Mascitelli  commented  on  the 
choice  to  give  the  money  to 
the  USO.  "Regardless  of  if 
you  support  the  war  or  not,  our 
troops  are  fighting  for  us  and 
the  freedoms  we  enjoy,"  he 
said.  "The  least  we  could  do  is 
raise  money  for  care  packages 
to  be  sent.  I  wish  we  were  ca- 


pable of  a  lot  more." 

Mascitelli  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  band  Approach- 
ing August.  They  performed 
at  last  year's  Rock  for  Relief 
and  at  last  spring's  Gateway 
Hoedown.  Mascitelli  says  that 
fans  should  expect  a  new  Intro 
for  Rock  for  Relief,  but  would 
give  no  ftirther  details. 

Senior  Bryan  Howard  of 
the  band  Chasing  Trinity  ad- 
mits to  being  "apprehensive" 
of  the  decision  to  donate  the 
proceeds  to  the  USO.  While 
he  is  against  the  current  war  in 
Iraq,  he  decided  to  support  the 
cause  because  "it  is  important 
to  support  the  men  and  women 
who  are  fighting  over  there." 

Howard  describes  Chas- 
ing Trinity's  sound  as  "a  mix 


of  everything  from  punk,  ska, 
jazz,  rock,  and  metal.  Our  live 
shows  are  always  high  energy, 
so  [fans]  should  be  ready  to  be 
blown  away.. .and  to  dance." 

Fans  can  look  forward  to 
hearing  at  least  one  new  song 
from  Chasing  Trinity's  up- 
and-coming  album  on  Satur- 
day. 

Junior  James  Tiemey  is 
hosting  the  event,  which  is  co- 
sponsored  by  Senior  Council 
and  Freshmen  Council.  Tier- 
ney  is  "more  than  excited"  for 
this  year's  lineup. 

When  asked  what  stu- 
dents should  expect  from  this 
year's  Rock  for  Relief,  Tier- 
ney  said,  "Expect  a  day  of  en- 
tertainment for  five  bucks." 

Event  organizers  say  that 


the  goal  is  to  raise  $2500  to 
purchase  one  hundred  care 
packages.  Wells  Fargo  of 
Southport,  CT  has  agreed  to 
match  the  money  raised,  ac- 
cording to  Mascitelli. 

In  addition  to  the  five  dol- 
lar admission  charge,  students 
can  purchase  raffle  tickets  to 
win  items  including  an  ipod 
nano  and  a  digital  camera. 

When  asked  why  stu- 
dents should  attend,  Mascitelli 
stated,  "People  should  come 
out  because  the  music  and 
comedy  lineup  is  going  to  be 
fantastic.  It's  only  five  bucks. 
There  will  be  raffles  and  food, 
and  it's  for  a  great  cause." 

For  more  information  on 
the  USO  and  its  services,  visit 
www.uso.org. 


ROCK  FOR  RELIEF  2006  LINEUP 
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The  Other  Side  of  the  Screen 


Sara  Flynn 

Sf  off' Writer 


The  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  Department  of 
Communications  is  growing 
rapidly.  As  a  result,  the  recent 
expansion  to  the  D'Amour  Li- 
brary created  WNEC's  own 
television  studio. 

With  the  new  media  room 
comes  the  opportunity  for  a 
brand  new  wave  of  broadcast- 
ing classes.  Some  of  those  new 
classes  are  TV  Production,  TV 
Broadcasting  1  and  II,  Mass 
Media,  Radio,  and  Radio  Re- 
porting. 

TV  Broadcasting  is 
taught  by  Brenda  Carton.  In 
her  class,  students  produce 
and  create  various  media  proj- 
ects, including  their  own  mu- 
sic videos. 

Carton  said,  "The  TV 
Broadcasting'  classes  focus  on 
all  aspects  of  the  broadcast  in- 
dustry. [Students  will]  get  first- 
hand knowledge  and  experi- 
ence by  shooting,  researching, 
writing,  editing,  voicing,  and 
producing  their  own  reports." 

"Students  also  have  the 
opportunity  to  produce  pro- 
fessional promotional  and 
marketing  videos  for  outside 
clients,"  said  Carton. 

Carton  says  that  students 
who  are  not  interested  in  TV 
broadcasting  careers  can  still 
benefit  fi'om  taking  the  class. 
It  can  help  students  learn  how 


The  College  s  new  TV  studio  will  allow  the  Communicaiions 
Department  to  give  students  hands-on  TV  production  experience. 
to  perform  better  presentations    brand  new  broadcasting-ready 


and  gain  a  better  understand- 
ing of  the  media. 

Another  new  class  that 
will  be  offered  is  Radio  Re- 
porting. This  is  a  class  where 
students  can  produce  their 
own  radio  stories  that  will  be 
aired  on  National  Public  Ra- 
dio throughout  the  Northeast. 

The  new  media  room 
will  be  used  for  clubs  as  well. 
Freshman  Matt  Caron  had  the 
idea  of  setting  up  a  new  club 
for  students  that  would  allow 
them  to  work  with  the  televi- 
sion studio. 

Caron  is  working  closely 
with  professors  Carton,  Eric 
Zahm,  and  Danielle  Valenti 
to  get  this  club  up  on  its  feet. 
The  purpose  of  this  club  is  to 
allow  students  to  share  their 
opinions,  and  also  to  gain  TV 
production  experience. 

Caron  said,  "We  have  a 


studio,  and  currently  it's  not 
being  used  very  much.  The 
TV  Club  will  put  another  use 
behind  the  new  TV  broadcast- 
ing studio  that  we  have." 

According  to  Caron, 
there  are  going  to  be  a  variety 
of  positions  that  are  going  to 
available  to  students  joining 
this  club.  There  will  be  spots 
available  for  news  anchors, 
talk  show  hosts,  sports  report- 
ers, writers,  graphic  special- 
ists, and  producers. 

When  asked  what  the 
benefits  would  be  for  a  student 
joining  the  TV  Club,  Caron  re- 
sponded with,  "Resume  build- 
ing, leadership  opportunities, 
networking,  and  just  a  heck  of 
a  lot  of  fun!" 

If  you  are  looking  to  join 
the  club  e-maii  Matt  at 
MusicMatt87@msn.com. 


SWAT  Out  Hunger 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 


Members  of  the  Social 
Workers  Advocating  Together 
club  (SWAT)  will  be  partici- 
pating in  a  30  hour  famine 
program  to  raise  awareness 
about  world  hunger  from  De- 
cember 1-2. 

The  program  is  sponsored 
by  the  humanitarian  organiza- 
tion World  Vision,  which  is 
"dedicated  to  working  with 
children,  families,  and  their 
communities  worldwide  to 
reach  their  full  potential  by 
tackling  the  causes  of  poverty 
and  injustice." 

An  estimated  29,000 
children  die  of  hunger  every 
day,  most  of  them  in  less  de- 
veloped Afiican  nations.  The 
program  is  designed  to  inform 
both  participants  and  those 
around  them  of  this  tragedy. 

Event  organizer  Alyce 
Malone  estimates  that  some- 
where between  30  and  70 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege students  will  participate 
in  the  voluntary  famine.  


Those  students  will  not 
be  allowed  to  eat  or  drink  any- 
thing other  than  clear  liquids 
trom  noon  on  Friday  until  6 
p.m.  on  Saturday.  Participants 
will  also  be  wearing  t-shirts  so 
that  they  will  be  visible  to  the 
college  community. 

In  addition  to  raising 
awareness,  the  program  is 
also  a  ftindraiser  for  World  Vi- 
sion. Tables  will  be  set  up  in 
the  campus  center  during  the 
week  before  and  the  week  af- 
ter Thanksgiving. 

Participants  will  be  staff- 
ing the  tables  in  order  to  ac- 
cept donations  and  answer 
questions  about  the  famine. 

The  pledged  fiands  will 
go  directly  towards  fight- 
ing hunger  in  less  developed 
countries,  particularly  Sudan 
and  Peru,  which  are  currently 
experiencing  a  major  hunger 
crisis. 

"Any  money  that  you 
could  spare  to  give  to  this 
cause  would  be  appreciated, 
and  will  make  a  great  impact 
on  the  lives  of  these  people," 
Malone  said. 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 


WWW.  30hourfamine.  org 


YjOU^^  Questions? 

T^V^ti^  Contact  Alyce  Malone  at 


am269383(a),wnec.  edu 


"Ballot "  continued 
both  sides  seem  to  be  interest- 
ed in  working  together  to  find 
bi-partisan  solutions  to  social 
issues. 

House  speaker-elect  Nan- 
cy Pelosi  met  with  President 
Bush  on  Wednesday  to  relay 
her  attitude  of  cooperation. 
"Democrats  are  not  about  get- 
ting even,"  she  said.  "Demo- 
crats are  about  helping  the 
American  people  get  ahead." 

President  Bush  seemed  to 
agree.  "The  American  people 
want  their  leaders  in  Washing- 
ton to  set  aside  partisan  dif- 
ferences, conduct  ourselves  in 
an  ethical  manner,  and  work 
together  to  address  the  chal- 
lenges facing  our  nation,"  he 
said. 

In  addition  to  the  national 
impact  of  the  mid-term  elec- 


tion, many  other  candidates 
for  local  office  were  also  on 
the  ballot.  The  following  is 
a  summary  of  the  results  of 
these  elections. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Democratic  gubernato- 
rial candidate  Deval  Patrick 
defeated  republican  Kerry 
Healey  in  a  landslide  victory. 
Patrick  is  the  first  democrat  to 
be  elected  governor  of  MA  in 
1 6  years. 

WNEC  Law  School 
alumnus  Tim  Murray  will 
serve  as  Patrick's  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

Democratic  Senator  Ted 
Kennedy  was  easily  elected  to 
his  eighth  term.  His  senate  ca- 
reer is  extended  through  20 1 2, 
which  will  bring  his  total  years 
served  to  50. 


Question  1  on  the  MA 
ballot,  which  would  have  al- 
lowed grocery  and  conve- 
nience stores  to  sell  wine,  was 
defeated  by  a  56  percent  to  44 
percent  vote.  Many  are  credit- 
ing Somerviile  Police  Chief 
Robert  Bradley's  television 
commercials  for  turning  the 
tide  against  Question  1 . 

NEW  YORK 

Democrat  Elliot  Spitzer, 
the  so-called  "Sheriff  of  Wall 
Street,"  became  New  York's 
first  new  governor  in  12  years. 
His  nickname  comes  fi^om  his 
famous  days  as  New  York's 
crime-busting  attorney  gen- 
eral. 

Democrat  Hillary  Rod- 
ham Clinton  easily  won  re- 
election to  the  Senate.  Many 
speculate  that  she  is  in  fact 


gearing  up  for  a  run  for  the 
presidency  in  2008. 

CONNECTICUT 

Republican  Governor  M. 
Jodi  Rell  easily  won  her  first 
elected  term.  Her  predecessor, 
the  controversial  John  Row- 
land, was  imprisoned  before 
he  could  finish  his  term. 

Joe  Lieberman  was  re- 
elected to  the  U.S.  Senate.  Li- 
eberman lost  the  democratic 
nomination  for  his  views  on 
Iraq,  but  won  the  election  by 
running  as  an  independent. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Democratic  governor 
John  Lynch  defeated  republi- 
can Jim  Cobum  with  approxi- 
mately 73  percent  of  the  vote 
in  the  biggest  landslide  elec- 
tion in  state  history. 


Democrats  also  won  both 
congressional  races  in  the  state 
and  took  back  control  of  the 
state  Senate.  Officials  say  the 
democratic  showing  in  New 
Hampshire  is  the  sfrongest  it 
has  been  in  92  years. 

VERMONT 

Republican  incumbent 
Jim  Douglass  defeated  demo- 
crat Scudder  Parker  to  win  his 
third  straight  term  as  gover- 
nor. Vermont  and  New  Hamp- 
shire are  the  only  two  states 
that  limit  terms  for  governor 
to  two  years. 

Congressman  Bemie 
Sanders  was  elected  to  Senate 
as  a  replacement  for  retiring 
Senator  Jim  Jeffords,  making 
hhn  the  only  self-professing 
Socialist  to  ever  be  elected  to 
the  U.S.  Senate. 
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The  Prestige  is  Nothing  Short  of  Magical 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


Few  movies  this  season 
have  been  gripping,  telling 
stories  that  captivate  audienc- 
es and  keep  viewers  involved 
with  the  storyline. 

Christopher  Nolan's  The 
Prestige  is  a  fiim  that  breaks 
the  mold,  taking  viewers  on  a 
magical  ride  ftili  of  the  twists 
and  turns  which  promise  a 
great  movie  experience. 

The  Prestige  is  based  on 
an  award-winning  novel  of  the 
same  name  written  by  Chris- 
topher Priest  in  1995.  The 
story  revolves  around  two  ma- 
gicians, Alfred  Borden  (Chris- 
tian Bale)  and  Robert  Angier 
(Hugh  Jackman). 

These  magicians  were 
once  fellow  apprentices,  but 


during  one  act,  Borden  ties  a 
wrong  knot  around  the  wrists 
of  Angier's  wife,  leading  to 
her  death  by  drowning  while 
trying  to  escape  a  tank  of  wa- 
ter. 

From  then  on,  the  magi- 
cians become  bitter  rivals. 
They  sabotage  each  other's 
performances  whenever  pos- 
sible, sometimes  resulting  in 
serious  injuries. 

As  the  story  progresses, 
both  magicians  attempt  to  find 
the  secrets  of,  and  perform, 
the  greatest  illusion:  "The 
Transported  Man,"  in  which  a 
magician  seemingly  teleports 
from  one  place  to  another. 

When  Angier  cannot  fig- 
ure out  how  Borden  accom- 
plishes this  trick,  he  seeks 
methods  that  involve  real 
magic  in  order  to  pull  it  off  on 


his  own  in  a  more  spectacular 
fashion. 

The  Prestige  is  full  of 
twists  and  turns  that  grab 
the  attention  of  the  viewer 
throughout  the  entire  movie. 

It  starts  out  with  a  scene 
from  near  the  end  of  the  mov- 
ie, then  jumps  back  and  forth 
between  time  periods,  show- 
ing the  outcome  of  events  be- 
fore showing  what  led  to  these 
results.  This  gets  the  audience 
wondering,  "how  did  things 
get  this  way?"  almost  every 
minute  of  the  movie. 

The  ending  is  unexpected, 
but  answers  many  questions. 
If  the  viewer  paid  attention  to 
stage  magic  engineer  Harry 
Cutter  (Michael  Caine)  and 
his  question  "Are  you  watch- 
ing closely?"  then  everything 
that  was  confusing  becomes 


The  TV  Guy  Copes  With  Change 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 


According  to  singer  David  Bowie,  whenever  we're  faced  with  change  we  should  "turn  and  face 
the  strain."  Quite  simply,  television  is  not  what  it  used  to  be  now  that  viewers  are  so  fickle  about 
what  they  prefer  watching.  To  date,  only  a  few  of  the  season's  39  new  shows  have  been  renewed 
for  the  entire  year,  and  many  of  them  have  already  been  axed.  Perhaps  it's  out  of  frustration,  or 
maybe  it's  just  crucial  to  be  competitive  today,  but  it  seems  as  though  our  current  interests  deter- 
mine what  makes  it  to  the  airwaves.  Then  again,  despite  my  feelings,  "time  may  change  me." 

Tonight*$  the  night?  I  see  the  need  for  networks  to  shift  a  certain  show  to  another  night 
from  time  to  time,  but  this  season  has  been  absolutely  brutal!  Although  I  believe  moving  Grey's 
Anatomy  to  Thursdays  was  a  very  smart  move  for  ABC;  the  new  McCompetition  has  forced  Fox 
to  test-drive  TAe  0-C  on  Wednesdays.  Ifthis  doesn't  draw  in  more  fans,  this  sudsy  soap  will  join 
Marissa  in  the  afterlife.  Also,  the  new  CW  network  recently  committed  a  mortal  sin  of  its  own  by 
dragging  7th  Heaven  away  from  its  Monday  home  for  the  first  time  ever.  Then  again,  Sunday  is  a 
fitting  night  to  visit  Glenoak  Community  Church,  is  it  not? 

What  happened  to  the  sitcom?  Remember  the  days  when  hit  sitcoms  dominated  primetime? 
Not  anymore,  my  Friends\  Even  as  someone  who  gives  every  television  show  a  fair  shot  at  mak- 
ing my  weekly  agenda.  The  Class,  'Til  Death,  and  The  Office  are  the  only  sitcoms  I  find  myself 
regularly  watching  this  year,  and  I  don't  even  believe  the  first  two  are  worthy  of  that  much  praise, 
But  don't  blame  the  networks;  many  sitcoms  have  been  launched  in  the  last  few  years  and  quickly 
failed.  We  can  still  reminisce,  though! 

Split  Seasons:  Apparently,  the  new  fad  among  network  programmers  is  to  split  a  particular 
show's  season  into  two  repeat-free  segments;  one  in  the  fall  and  one  in  the  spring.  With  this  tech- 
nique, however,  we  will  have  to  wait  until  the  middle  of  winter  to  see  the  return  of  Lost,  Jericho, 
and  Prison  Break  after  their  November  finales.  I'm  not  sure  about  the  rest  of  you,  but  my  level  of 
excitement  can  drop  after  only  a  week,  let  alone  three  months! 

The  Ultimate  Change:  Killing  off  a  character  seems  like  the  way  to  go  now,  and  we've  had 
many  opportunities  see  someone  "kick  the  bucket"  this  year.  I  could  go  on  forever  about  the 
complaints  I  received  regarding  the  death  of  Last's  Mr.  Eko.  There's  also  poor  Marissa  Cooper, 
Everwood's  resident  author  Irv  Harper,  and  Deimy  from  Grey's  Anatomy.  Now,  even  the  beloved 
Reverend  Camden  has  been  given  one  year  to  live!  It's  a  little  much,  but  I  guess  writers  are  start- 
ing to  realize  that  funerals  are  not  getting  any  cheaper.  Let's  hope  that  the  population  levels  off 
for  a  while. 


Christian  Bale  (left)  and  Hugh  Jackman  (right)  play  two  rival 
magicians  in  "The  Prestige.  "  Photo  courtesy  qfyahoomovies.com. 


clear,  and  the  movie  makes  a 
lot  more  sense. 

The  Prestige  has  a  cast  of 
many  good  actors,  combining 
the  talents  of  Christian  Bale 
(Batman  Begins),  Hugh  Jack- 
man  (X-Men),  Scarlett  Johans- 
son (Lost  in  Translation),  and 
Michael  Caine  (Batman  Be- 
gins). 

They  play  convincing 
roles  that  keep  viewers  inter- 
ested from  one  scene  to  the 
next.  Also  adding  to  the  appeal 


are  the  spectacular  special  ef- 
fects that  greatly  enhance  the 
film's  visual  appeal. 

While  The  Prestige  might 
be  confusing  to  some,  I  found 
it  to  be  an  excellent  movie. 

The  dramatic  storyline, 
effective  use  of  jumping  back 
and  forth  through  time,  and 
the  unpredictable  conclusion 
that  explains  every  nuance  of 
the  film  makes  The  Prestige 
one  of  the  best  movies  I've 
seen  in  a  while. 


of  twists  and  turns 
that  grab  the  attention  of 
the  viewer  throughout 
the  entire  movie  ^' 
4.5  Stars  (out  of  5) 


Photo  Contest  Grand  Prize 

Dan  Kolosowski,  '07 
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My  Adventurous  Day  in  New  York  City 


Anna  Yazhbin 

Staff  Writer 


At  4:00  a.m.  my  alarm 
rang.  It  was  Sunday,  October 
29,  2006,  when  I  woke  up 
and  set  forth  on  a  trip  to  New 
York  City  to  visit  a  museum, 
a  French  restaurant,  attend  a 
Broadway  show,  and  eat  at  a 
New  York  deli. 

1  attended  the  trip  with 
39  other  people  who  were  as- 
sociated with  Western  New 
England  College.  The  group 
consisted  of  students,  faculty, 
and  staff. 

The  Museum  of  Jewish 
Heritage  (our  first  stop)  is  a 
living  memorial  to  the  Holo- 
caust located  in  Lower  Man- 
hattan. When  we  walked  into 
the  museum,  there  was  a  se- 
curity machine  and  police  of- 
ficers. 

There  are  three  floors  to 
the  museum;  each  reflects  a 
different  phase  of  Jewish  his- 
tory. The  first  floor  reflects 
Jewish  history  prior  to  World 
War  II. 

As  we  began  the  tour, 
we  passed  by  a  wall  made  of 


-  six  pillars,  of  granite  rock  that 
were  mined  fi'om  Israel  and 
transported  into  the  museum. 
We  also  saw  an  80-year-old 
Jewish  wedding  gown  and 
many  other  artifacts. 

I  learned  on  this  floor  that 
there  are  two  different  kinds 
of  Jews  outside  of  Jerusalem: 
the  Sephardic  Jews  (Western 
European  and  African  Jews) 
the  Ashkenazi  Jews  (Eastern 
European  Jews). 

When  we  reached  the 
second  floor,  it  was  as  if  we 
walked  into  the  Auschwitz 
concentration  camp. 

We  teamed  some  aspects 
about  the  Holocaust  that  are 
often  missed  in  regular  history 
classes,  including  how  Great 
Britain  offered  to  rescue  Ger- 
man-Jewish children  between 
the  ages  of  seven  and  six- 
teen, and  succeeded  in  saving 
10.000  lives. 

Another  factoid  I  learned 
while  exploring  the  second 
floor  was  about  the  deception 
that  took  place  regarding  the 
American  Red  Cross. 

When  the  Red  Cross  ar- 
rived  in   the  concentration 


camps,  the  Nazis  made  the 
concentration  camps  appear 
as  though  they  were  legitimate 
reftigee  camps. 

One  of  the  methods  of  de- 
ception was  having  prisoners 
play  soccer  in  the  courtyard. 

A  Holocaust  survivor 
remarked,  "If  the  Red  Cross 
really  thought  about  it,  they 
would  have  figured  out  that 
something  was  wrong.  If  this 
was  really  a  reftigee  camp, 
then  how  come  we  [prison- 
ers] were  not  allowed  to  play 
outside  of  the  building  enclo- 
sure?" 

The  trip  to  the  museum 
was  cut  short;  this  was  ok,  be- 
cause everyone  was  hungry, 
especially  me! 

We  loaded  on  the  bus 
and  traveled  to  Times  Square 
where  we  arrived  at  our  next 
stop:  Le  Marais,  a  French  ko- 
sher restaurant.  I  ordered  steak 
(and  a  side  of  French  fnes,  of 
course). 

For  dessert,  I  devoured  the 
chocolate  mousse.  I  was  one 
step  short  of  actually  finishing 
the  dessert;  all  I  wanted  to  do 
was  to  lick  the  glass  clean  of 


the  last  few  drops  of  chocolate 
mousse,  but  we  were  hurried 
off  for  a  good  reason:  to  go  to 
Broadway! 

It  was  my  first  trip  to 
Broadway,  and  I  was  awe- 
struck. The  entrance  hail  was 
beautiftjl!  When  I  got  to  my 
seat  I  was  even  more  amazed 
at  the  ceiling. 

When  you  go  to  a  Broad- 
way show,  be  sure  to  tilt  you 
head  back  and  look  above.  In 
the  middle  of  the  ceiling  is  a 
huge  sparkling  chandelier, 
and  surrounding  it  are  several 
smaller  sized  chandeliers. 

The  musical  that  I  went 
to  see  was  The  Color  Purple. 
Oprah  Winfrey  had  signed  on 
as  one  of  the  producers  of  the 
musical,  which  was  how  1  first 
found  out  about  it.  Originally, 
The  Color  Purple  was  a  novel 
by  Alice  Walker. 

The  performance  was 
excellent.  Everyone  sang  bel- 
ter than  any  other  singers  that 
I  have  ever  heard.  They  were 
singing  live  and  they  projected 
their  voices  so  well  that  I  had 
to  cover  my  ears  to  reduce  the 
volume  of  their  voices. 


Sophia,  the  main  char- 
acter's motivator,  is  the  most 
beloved  character  of  the  mu- 
sical because  when  men  tried 
to  beat  her  or  make  her  do  all 
of  the  chores  by  herself,  she 
punched  those  men  and  she 
said,  "Hell  no!"  and  the  audi- 
ence cheered. 

The  storyline  is  excellent, 
and  the  emotional  scenes  are 
riveting.  The  scenes  that  took 
place  in  Afiica  were  really 
outstanding. 

The  dancers  leaped  onto 
the  stage  and  demonstrated 
an  Aftican  dance,  wearing 
skirts  and  headdresses  made 
of  bright  green  leaves,  along 
with  long  chains  of  gold  and 
flowers.  I  give  the  musical  two 
thumbs  way  up! 

After  the  show,  I  had  just 
enough  free  time  to  visit  The 
Kosher  Deli  before  heading 
back  to  WNEC. 

The  cost  for  the  day  for  the 
round  trip  bus  fare,  the  snacks, 
the  museum,  the  French  lunch, 
the  musical,  and  the  deli  was 
just  $75  per  student  and  $115 
per  non-student. 


Rise  of  the  Washing  Machines 


Democratic  Pick  of  the  Week 


Jonathan  O^Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

The  plot  of  the  movie 
Terminator  3  revolves  aroimd 
a  complicated  storyline  about 
machines  rising  up  against 
mankind. 

At  one  point  in  the  film, 
machines  become  aware  of  the 
fact  that  they  are  all  intercon- 
nected via  computer  networks. 
With  this  knowledge  they  then 
proceed  to  do  their  best  to  de- 
stroy humanity. 

rU  have  to  admit,  this 
plot  seemed  far-fetched  to  me: 
until  last  week,  that  is. 

You  see,  last  week  is  when 
I  discovered  Laundry  View.  It's 
now  official;  the  apocalypse  is 
near. 

For  those  of  you  who 
aren't  familiar  with  Laundry 
View  (www.laundryview. 
com/wnec),  it's  an  online 
laundry  room  monitoring  ser- 
vice which  shows  information 
about  the  Gateway  and  Ever- 
green laundromats. 


The  website  shows  which 
machines  are  in  use,  how  much 
time  they  have  left  to  go,  and 
how  many  machines  are  free. 
It  can  even  send  you  email  or 
text-message  alerts  when  your 
laundry  is  done. 

Rumor  has  it  that  the 
company  is  working  on  a 
"sock-tracker"  which  moni- 
tors the  location  of  missing 
laundry  items  by  use  of  GPS 
satellite  technology.  Pretty 
soon,  you'll  need  three  forms 
of  ID  to  dry  your  pants. 

I  don't  mind  telling  you 
all  that  this  new  system  scares 
me  to  death.  For  years,  the 
last  respite  of  computer-fi^e 
space  was  the  laundromat. 

Now,  there's  nothing 
stopping  the  machines  from 
taking  complete  confrol  of  hu- 
manity if  they  so  choose. 

Think  about  it:  where 
would  you  go  in  the  event  a 
machine-lead  uprising  against 
humanity?  That's  right:  your 
basement.  What's  in  your 
basement?    Notlung . . .  except 


a  washer  and  dryer.  See  the 
problem? 

I  realize  that  this  theory 
may  be  a  bit  hard  to  swallow 
for  some.  After  all,  making 
comparisons  between  laundry 
and  the  apocalypse  is  a  big 
leap. 

However,  if  you  don't 
believe  me,  maybe  you'll  be- 
lieve the  Terminator  himself: 
California  Governor  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.  My  sourc- 
es tell  me  that  he's  in  studio 
right  now  shooting  a  new  se- 
quel: Terminator  4:  Rise  of  the 
Washing  Machines. 

Seriously  though,  the 
next  time  the  washing  ma- 
chine mysteriously  stops  mid- 
cycle  or  a  dryer  fails  to  dry 
your  laundry,  you  might  want 
to  approach  the  machine  with 
caution. 

It's  probably  just  a  mal- 
frmction...but  it  could  be  the 
beginning  of  the  end  of  the 
world. 

Comments?  Editorial  ideas? 
Contact  JoharaO@wnec.edu. 


Republican  Pick  of  the  Week 
Hey,  Kids! 

Scare  aU  your 
Republican  friends- 
Speaker  Pelosi 
Cut-out  MasK 

Direct  tons 
•  <utaiono  doUed  Itnes 
■  Intcrt  ■trln9(not<nciuded] 
througnMr  tides 
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Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  number  in  the  empty  boxes  in  such  a  way 
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small  9-box  square  contains  all  of  the 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  *  *  * 


*  Moderate   **  Challenging 
★  ★★HOOBOY! 

O2006  By  King  FMum  SyndlcaU,  he.  WoM  rtgun  mwvM 


gUT  TRITE 

By  Samantha  Weaver 


•  It  was  award-winning  "For 
Better  or  For  Worse"  cartoon- 
ist Lynn  Johnston  who  made 
the  following  sage  observa- 
tion: "Complaining  is  good  for 
you  as  long  as  you're  not  com- 
plaining to  the  person  you're 
complaining  about." 

•  What  do  authors  Ernest 
Hemingway,  Barbara  King- 
solver,  O.  Henry,  Scott  Turow, 
Fyodor  Dostoevsky  and 
Miguel  de  Cervantes  have  in 
common  other  than  writing? 
Their  fathers  were  all  doctors. 

•  A  single  beehive  can  have 
anywhere  from  50,000  to 
70,000  bees  in  it,  and  each 


I 

'across 

'    1  TVs  The 
—  Show 
5  Pinnacle 
9  EMman  of 
"Oharma  & 
j  Greg" 
,  14  Terra  — 
I  19  Bum  remedy 
,  20  Make  murtty 

21  There's  — 
Out  Tonlghf 
(■61  hit) 

22  took  on 
board 

23  Clingy 
Critters 

25  Start  of  a 
remark 

27  Self-smitten 

28  Change  tor 
a  five 

30  Papal  name 

31  Pipe 
cleaner? 

32  —  Impasse 
34  Part  of  CPA 
38  Hackney's 

home 
41  Pan  2  of 
remark 

47  Ram's 
ma'am 

48  Teachers' 
org. 

49  —  mater 

60  Guitar 
accessory 

61  Neighbor  of 
Can. 

64  Calculus 
57  Went  along 

with 
68  Like  some 

attk:s 


Super  Crossword 


SWIPED! 


bee  makes  about  25  nectar- 
gathering  trips  every  day.  That 
seems  like  a  lot  of  work  just 
to  sweeten  my  Earl  Grey  tea 
every  morning. 

•  Silversmith  Paul  Revere  did 
more  than  just  make  his  famed 
midnight  ride  to  warn  Ameri- 
can revolutionaries  of  the  ap- 
proach of  British  soldiers. 
He  also  made  false  teeth  for 
George  Washington. 

•  Although  Franklin  Roos- 
evelt, Winston  Churchill  and 
Joseph  Stalin  ended  the  Euro- 
pean phase  of  World  War  II  at 
the  Yalta  Conference  in  1945, 
the  United  States  didn't  get 


61  Commoner 

62  Oenttst's 
weapon? 

63  Macabre 

65  One  — 
customer 

66  Jury 
member 

68  Nonderical 
e9Deldelteacy 

70  Gourmet 
Graham 

71  Pan  3  of 
remark 

75  Part  4  of 
remark 

78  Set  up  the 
ball 

79  First  lady? 

80  Letters  of 
despera- 
tion? 

81  Place  for  a 
patch 

82  Woodwork- 
ing tool 

83  Hunt  like  a 
hourxj 

86  Atlanta 
campus 

87  February 
forecast 

90  Knight 

wear? 
02  Breakfast 

food 
94  Singing 

Wonder 
06  Baseball's 

Nolan 

97  Cassette 

98  Pons  or 
Ponselle 

100  Shady 
character? 


101  "For  shamel* 
103  Part  5  of 

remark 
107  Treasure 

110  The  Wind 
in  the 
Wtltows" 
character 

111  Sink  or 
swim? 

112  PC  key 

113  Cutesy  sufHx 
lis  Hammett 

hound 
lie  Basics 
121  Endol 

remark 
127  Turnpike 

feature 
130 '■—Gay' 

131  More 
advanced 

132  More  of  Italy 
133Soho 

streetcar 

134  Mouth- 
watering 

136  White  s^ne 

136  Regensburg 
refusal 

137Tropteal 
tuber 

DOWN 

1  Yak 

2  Nor>A^an 
king 

3  115  Across' 
mistress 

4  Friendly 

5  Circle 
section 

8  HarlaiK] 
SanderB' 
rank 


9  — alai 
to  Cassowary 
kin 

11  Rgs. 

12  Yuletlde 

13  Acon- 
cagua's 
locale 

14  Comic 
Margaret 

15  Garage 
supply 

16  Sing  like  a 
soprano 

17  Topol  role 

18  "Zip-  — 
•Doo-Dah" 

24  Pro  foe 
26  Lug 

28  Patrkrtic  org. 
33  At  a 
distance 

35  'Northern 
Exposure" 
town 

36  Dressed 

37  Home  on 
the  range? 

39  Mindful 

40  Barlok  or 
Lugosi 

41  CaEte 
channel 

42  Bucket  of 
bolts 

43  Butz  or 
Warren 

44  Actor  Epps 
46  Glib 

46  Sings  on  a 

mountain 
52  Out  to  get 
63  San  away 


55  Not  so  hot 

56  Cain's 
victim 

58  The  Great 
Pacificator' 

59  Forward- 
looking 
Jeane 

60  Dry  goods 
measure 

62  Ambition 
64  Foe  of 
Apollo 
67V6rtfcal 

70  New 
Hampshire 
city 

71  A  Four 
Comers 
slate 

72  More  up-lo-  112 
date 

73  Savalas  of  114 
"Ko]ak" 

74  Duration 

76  Maior-—  118 

76  Tristan's 
tootale  117 

77  Unisex 
garment  119 

60  One  of  the 
Finger  120 

83  Austen  title  122 
start 

84  Character-  123 
Istlc  124 

86  Sudden 

attack  125 
88  "Glad  All  — " 

rS4  hrt)  126 
60  Feral 

91  Lauer  or  128 

LeBIanc 
93  Lhasa—  129 


109 


Content 

completely 

Printer's 

measures 

The  Four 

Seasons' 

composer 

Military 

chapeau 

Nutritional 

abbr. 

Grouch 

Costelio's 

cfony 

Skater 

Berezhnaya 

Baiter's 

need 

Earty  eman- 

dpalor 

Blows 

away 

'52  Winter 

Olympics 

site 

Laurel  or 
Lee 

Lacquered 
rrwt^are 
Puppeteer 
Balnl 
Old  Glory 
feature 
Ransom  — 
Olds 

Deranged 


Luptno 
Neighbor  of 
Calif. 
SATs  big 
brother 
Cambodia's 
—  f^l 
Medk»l  grp. 


around  to  officially  saying  the 
war  with  Germany  was  over 
until  1951. 


*  On  a  per  capita  basis,  Can- 
ada consumes  more  energy 
than  any  other  country  in  the 
world. 


•  If,  like  me,  you're  a  fan  of 
Mexican  food,  you've  doubt- 
less enjoyed  an  enchilada  from 
time  to  time.  But,  also  like  me, 
you  probably  didn't  know  that 
"enchilada"  means  "seasoned 
with  chili." 


Thought  for  the  Day:  "When 
I  told  the  people  of  Northern 
Ireland  that  1  was  an  athe- 
ist, a  woman  in  the  audience 
stood  up  and  said,  'Yes,  but  is 
it  the  God  of  the  Catholics  or 
the  God  of  the  Protestants  in 
whom  you  don't  believe?"' 
Quentin  Crisp 

(c)  2006  King  Fealures  Synd.  Inc. 
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Expectations  are  High  for  Winter  Sports  Teams 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


WNEC  winter  sports  teams 
have  high  expectations  for  the  sea- 
son. Here's  a  preview  of  what  to 
look  for  in  the  corning  months. 
Wrestling 

A  young  team  looks  to  build  a 
solid  foundation  for  the  future  says 
head  coach  Jeff  Peterson. 

This  year's  team  is  made  up 
of  a  young  group  of  wrestlers  who 
will  be  called  upon  to  elevate  the 
program  for  years  to  come. 

Seniors  Pat  Barnes  and  Tom 
Ligon  return  to  the  squad  this  year. 
Barnes  won  the  1 74-lb.  weight  class 
at  the  National  High  School  Coach- 
es Association  (NHSCA)  Champi- 
onship this  past  June  in  Virginia. 

Also  look  for  freshman  Scott 
Rowan,  Jake  Weaver,  and  sopho- 
more Mike  Labeef  to  work  hard  to 
improve  themselves  and  the  team 
this  season. 


Men's  Basketball 

This  year,  the  men's  basketball 
team  has  a  tough  hill  to  climb  if 
they  hope  to  reach  the  finals  of  the 
Ch-eat  Northeast  Atlantic  Confer- 
ence Championship;  the  team  lost 
leading  scorer  and  All-GNAC  first 
team  guard  Jon  Godbout  to  gradua- 
tion. 

While  no  one  player  will  be 
able  to  replace  Godbout's  contribu- 
tions, head  coach  Michael  Theulen 
believes  that  upperclassmen  cap- 
tains Malik  Champlain  and  Jim 
Bayne  will  lead  the  young  team  to 
success. 

The  Golden  Bears  start  their 
season  against  highly-ranked  op- 
ponents (both  in-conference  and 
nationally).  Those  teams  include 
Bates,  Tufts,  Norwich,  Amherst, 
and  Suffolk. 

Coach  Theulen  calls  his  team 
"a  tight  knit  unit.  They  will  work 
hard  to  improve  as  the  year  goes 
on,  and  their  work  ethic  is  evident 


Photo  Contest  Runner  Up 

Katie  Donovan,  '10 
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in  every  practice." 

Women's  Basketball 

In  their  last  season  in  the 
GNAC,  the  lady  Golden  Bears  want 
to  leave  on  top.  With  the  return  of 
key  starters  and  talented  newcom- 
ers, this  year's  team  looks  to  live 
up  to  the  lofty  standards  set  by  last 
year's  team,  which  set  a  school  re- 
cord for  victories  with  21. 

The  team  returns  their  leading 
scorer  and  WNEC  female  athlete- 
of-the-year  Jennifer  Dabrowski,  as 
well  as  senior  Vicki  Taylor  and  oth- 
er key  players.  Head  Coach  Nicole 
Chaszar  says  the  team  is  poised 
to  make  a  good  run  to  the  GNAC 
championship  in  their  final  season 
in  the  conference. 

Also  look  for  fi'eshman  Cait- 
lin  Powers  to  step  up  and  contrib- 
ute off  the  bench.  They  face  tough 
competition  from  the  rest  of  the 
conference;  Emmanuel,  Norwich, 
and  Suffolk  all  present  challenges 


the  GNAC. 

Men's  Ice  Hockey 

For  many  years,  the  hockey 
program  has  performed  poorly. 
This  year,  with  new  head  coach 
Chris  Bernard,  the  team  hopes  to 
make  significant  strides  forward. 

Seniors  Mike  Amato,  Tyler 
Campbell,  and  junior  Nick  Klassen 
stand  out  as  key  players  from  last 
year's  team  that  finished  with  a  dis- 
appointing mark  of  4-16-3. 

This  year's  team  looks  to  cre- 
ate pressure  all  over  the  ice  for  their 
opponent  and  keep  the  puck  in  the 
offensive  zone  to  limit  the  other 
team's  opportunities.  The  team  is 
young  and  has  a  lot  of  improving  to 
do,  Bernard  says. 

"I  want  to  focus  on  creating 
our  own  identity  through  heart,  dis- 
cipline, and  intelligence,"  he  stat- 
ed. Hopefully  with  leadership  and 
passion  for  the  game,  Bernard  can 
help  turn  around  a  program  that  has 


for  the  Lady  Golden  Bears  within    struggled  for  many  years. 

™1  OmNNIPIAG  U: 

RAVE  REVIEWS  FOR  OUR  MBA 

The  Ouinnipiac  University  School  of  Business  MBA  program  continues  to 
prepare  business  professionols  for  the  realities  of  management  in  global, 
technology-driven  work  environments  in  specializations  such  as; 

•  MBA  WllH  CONCerJTRAIIONS  IN  ACCOUP-JTING,  CIS.  FINANCE, 
INTERNATIONAl  BUSINESS.  MANAGEMENT,  MARKETING 

•  MBA  -  CHARTEREO  FINANCIAL  ANALYST'  TRACK 

•  MBA  IN  HEAITHCARE  MAI^GEMENT 


OUR  TOP  10 

GRADUATE  MAJORS: 

MBA,  Phystcion  Assistant, 
interactive  Communications, 
Teaching,  Biomedical  Sciences, 
Molecular/Cell  Biology, 
Journolism,  Nursing, 
Computer  Informotton  Systems, 
Accounting 


MASTERING  THE  ART  OF  TEACHING 

Sheila  Wycinowski,  Director  of  Curriculum  ond  Stoff  Development  ot  Amity 
High  School,  explains,  "Basically  we  look  to  hire  Quinnipioc  sludenls.  They 
have  a  clear  understanding  of  lesson  planning  and  classroom  monogement 
ond  the  bolance  between  them."  She  also  characterizes  Quinnipioc  students 
OS  orticulato,  creotive,  able  to  encourage  higher-level  thinking  in  students, 
ond  able  to  incorporote  technology  into  their  teaching. 


B;  VOUK  NEXT  IMOVE 

Ouinnipiac  University  offers  groduole  programs  in  1 7  distinct  disciplines. 
Whether  you  are  interesled  in  our  AACSB  nolionally  accredited  business 
program,  the  master  of  arts  in  teoching  (MAT!  program  or  one  of  the  Northeast's 
most  highly  regarded  journalism  and  interoctive  communications  programs,  all 
have  been  designed  to  thoroughly  prepare  you  for  o  professionol  career.  For 
more  intormotion,  call  1-80O462-1944  or  visit  www.quinnipiac.edu. 

QuiNNiPiAG  University 

Hamden,  Connecticut 
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Patriots  Win  Big  in  Minnesota,  Fall  to  Colts  at  Home 


Michelle  O'Shepa 

Stajf  Writer 

Talk  about  road  warriors! 
The  New  England  Patriots 
beat  the  Minnesota  Vikings  on 
Monday  Night  Football,  win- 
ning their  sixth  consecutive 
regular  season  game  on  the 
road. 

With  the  win  over  Minne- 
sota, Patriot  quarterback  Tom 
Brady  achieved  a  record  of 
10-0  playing  in  an  indoor  sta- 
dium. In  the  first  half  alone, 
Brady  completed  17  out  of 
25  passes  and  threw  for  257 
yards,  which  is  the  highest 
yardage  total  of  his  career  in 
any  half 

During  the  game,  Brady 
completed  29  out  of  43  passes 


for  four  touchdowns  and  one 
interception.  He  began  the 
game  with  seven  straight  pass 
completions,  good  for  100 
yards  and  a  touchdown. 

Strong  safety  Rodney 
Harrison  had  his  first  intercep- 
tion of  the  season  during  this 
game,  which  stopped  a  Min- 
nesota drive  on  the  goal  line  in 
the  first  quarter. 

Wide  receiver  Reche 
Caldwell  scored  his  first 
touchdown  as  a  Patriot  in  their 
opening  drive,  putting  New 
England  on  the  board  with 
a  7-0  lead  over  the  Vikings. 
Tight  end  Ben  Watson  caught 
a  9-yard  touchdown  pass  from 
Tom  Brady  with  31  seconds 
left  in  the  first  half,  which  was 
his  first  touchdown  catch  of 


7h>y  Brown  celebrates  a  touchdown  on  October  30.  The  Patriots 
routed  the  Vikings  31-7.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.patriots.com. 


the  season.  With  a  3i-7  win 
over  the  Vikings,  the  Pats  in- 
creased their  overall  record  to 
6-1. 

After  an  exciting  win. 
the  Patriots  suffered  an  unfor- 
tunate loss  to  the  undefeated 
Indianapolis  Colts.  New  Eng- 
land appeared  to  be  more  than 
ready  to  face  the  Indianapolis 
after  the  Colts  beat  them  at 
Gillette  Stadium  during  last 
season's  playoffs. 

Everything  that  could 've 
gone  wrong  in  a  game  did. 
The  Patriots  had  five  turnovers 
over  the  course  of  the  game. 
Quarterback  Tom  Brady  had 
a  rough  night,  with  four  inter- 
ceptions and  only  201  pass- 
ing yards,  which  was  only  56 
more  yards  than  what  Colt 
Marvin  Harrison  had  on  his 
eight  catches. 

On  the  final  play  of  the 
first  quarter  with  the  Colts 
leading  7-0,  the  Patriots  decid- 
ed to  try  and  get  a  first  down  on 
fourth  and  three  at  the  Colts' 
1 8-yard  line.  Brady  completed 
a  pass  to  Kevin  Faulk,  giving 
the  Pats  a  first-and-goal  at  the 
Colts'  5-yard  line.  The  Patri- 
ots tied  the  game  7-7  on  Corey 
Dillon's  one-yard  touchdown 
run. 

The  Patriots  had  a  total 
of  seven  penalties  the  entire 
game,  one  of  which  could  be 
argued  as  the  worst  taunting 
call  ever  made  by  a  referee. 

Troy  Brown  caught  a  6- 


Tom  Brady  threw  four  interceptions  against  Indianapolis  on  November 
5.  The  Pals  lost  the  game  27-20.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.pairiots.com. 


yard  pass  fi'om  Brady  and  fell 
out  of  bounds  with  the  ball. 
After  he  fell,  he  flipped  the 
ball  back  in  the  direction  of 
the  sideline  judge  who  appar- 
ently thought  that  Brown  was 
throwing  the  ball  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Colts'  Rocky  Boman 
and  called  a  penalty. 

Current  Colt  and  ex-Patri- 
ot kicker  Adam  Vinatieri  was 
booed  continuously.  Known 
for  his  consistency  and  accu- 
racy when  kicking  field  goals, 
he  shockingly  missed  two  dur- 
ing the  game,  much  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  Pats  fans. 

New  England  had  one 
last  chance  to  tie  the  game  and 
go  into  overtime  when  they 
were  down  by  seven  late  in  the 
fourth  quarter. 

Brady  completed  a  25- 
yard  pass  to  Ben  Watson  to  get 
a  first  down,  and  then  threw  a 
pass  up  the  middle  intended 
for  Kevin  Faulk. 


The  ball  was  deflected  off 
of  Faulk's  fingers  and  inter- 
cepted by  the  Colts  Cato  June 
to  end  the  game.  The  Patriots 
lost  27-20  and  fell  to  a  record 
of  6-2. 

Colts  quarterback  Peyton 
Maimmg  coraiected  very  well 
with  his  offensive  line,  and  the 
Colts'  defense  was  very  strong 
as  they  increased  their  record 
to  8-0. 

When  asked  if  the  Colts 
did  anything  the  Patriots 
weren't  expecting,  Patriot 
Reche  Caldwell  responded. 
'They  did  everything  we  ex- 
pected them  to  do.  We  just 
couldn't  put  enough  points 
on  the  board,  and  that  was  the 
point  breaker. 

"We  missed  a  lot  of  op- 
portunities. They  missed  a 
couple  of  field  goats.  I  thought 
we  were  in  it  the  whole  game. 
We  just  couldn't  capitalize  on 
the  mistakes.  Thai's  all." 


UPCOMING  WINTER  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Games  In  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  a  "c" 


MEN'S  ICE  HOCKEY 

11/16 

Thu 

Worcester  State  College 

5:30  PM 

11/15 

Wed 

11/21 

Tue 

Suffolk  University 

TBA 

11/18 

Sat 

11/28 

Ttie 

AssumptioD  College 

8:30  PM 

11/29 

Wed 

12/02 

Sat 

Nichols  College 

7:30  PM 

12/02 

Sat 

WOMEN'S  SWIMMING 

12/02 

Sat 

11/16 

Thu 

Salem  State  College 

6:00  PM 

12/02 

Sat 

11/16 

Thu 

Gordon  College 

6:00  PM 

12/02 

Sat 

11/29 

Wed 

Westfleld  State  College 

7:00  PM 

12/02 

Sat 

12/02 

Sat 

GNAC  Championship 

TBA 

MEN'S  BASKETBALL 

11/17 

Fri 

Bates  (Williams  Tournament) 

6:00  PM 

11/17 

Fri 

11/18 

Sat 

Williams  College 

3:00  PM 

11/18 

Sat 

11/21 

Tut 

Tufts  University 

7:30  PM 

11/21 

'Hie 

11/28 

Tue 

Norwich  University  c 

7:30  PM 

11/28 

Tue 

12/01 

Fri 

Amherst  College 

6:00  PM 

12/01 

Fri 

12/02 

Sat 

Westfield  State  College 

1:00  PM 

12/02 

Sat 

MEN'S  WRESTLING 

Springfield  College  7:00  PM 

Springfield  Doug  Pailcer  Invitational  1 0:00  AM 

Bridgewater  State  College  7:00  PM 

New  York  University  TBA 

Trinity  College  (CT)  TBA 

Williams  College  TBA 

N.Y.  Maritime  TEA 

Roger  Williams  University  Noon 

WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 

Thomas  College  5:00  PM 

Keene  State  Toiunament  TBA 

■nifts  University  5:30  PM 

Framingham  State  College  5:30  PM 

Pioneer  Valley  Women "s  Hoop  Classic  TBA 

Pioneer  Valley  Women "s  Hoop  Classic  TBA 
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WNEC  Alum  Murray  Elected  Lt.  Governor 


Jeff  Lee 

Staff  Writer 


School  of  Law  graduate 
Timothy  Murray  ('94)  has  re- 
cently been  elected  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  Massachusetts 
after  three  successful  terms  as 
mayor  of  Worcester,  MA. 

A  native  of  Worcester, 
Murray  earned  a  Bachelors  de- 
gree from  Fordham  University 
in  New  York  and  a  law  degree 
from  the  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  School  of  Law. 

He  put  himself  through 
law  school  by  working  as  a 
substitute  teacher  during  the 
day  and  attending  classes  at 
night.  Murray  has  worked  in 
family  law  since  his  gradu- 
ation, and  is  a  partner  at  the 
Worcester-based  law  firm  Tat- 
tan,  Leonard,  and  Murray. 


Crediting  his  School  of 
Law  education  with  prepar- 
ing him  for  the  demands  and 
challenges  of  holding  political 
office,  Murray  maintains  that, 
"Obtaining  a  law  degree  and 
then  practicing  for  ten  years 
in  the  child  court  system  gave 
me  a  great  background  work- 
ing with  the  many  legal  issues 
that  intersect  with  governmen- 
tal policies." 

Murray  has  long  been  an 
advocate  for  children  and  fam- 
ilies, serving  on  the  boards  of 
the  Worcester  Public  Library, 
Worcester  Community  Action 
Council,  and  the  Working  Co- 
ahtion  for  Latino  Students. 

He  also  transformed  the 
Worcester  public  schools 
during  his  tenure  as  mayor, 
building  school-community 
partnerships  to  lower  dropout 


Tim  Murray,  WNEC  Law  Graduate,  is  ihe  new  Lt.  Governor  of  MA. 

rates,  launching  school-based    ed,  "I  believe  that  as  a  proven 


health  initiatives,  and  expand- 
ing after-school  programs. 

Optimistic  about  the  new 
challenges  he  will  face  as  lieu- 
tenant governor,  Murray  stat- 


advocate  for  the  schools  and 
municipal  governments  in 
Massachusetts,  I  can  improve 
the  quality  of  life  for  our  resi- 
dents." 


Caprio  Reflects  on  Finances,  Future  Goals 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  Writer 

Terrence  Edwards  re- 
cently sat  down  with  President 
Anthony  Caprio  to  discuss  his 
10  years  with  the  College. 

The  following  article  is 
the  final  chapter  of  their  con- 


Each  year  since  President 
Caprio  has  taken  office.  West- 
em  New  England  College  has 
seen  a  tuition  increase.  Presi- 
dent Caprio,  speaking  as  one 
with  experience  as  an  educator 
at  multiple  institutions,  said  he 
has  never  seen  a  year  go  by  at 
a  college  where  tuition  hasn't 
increased. 

'i  do  not  believe  you 
could  find  a  college  in  the 
United  States  that  has  not  had 
a  tuition  increase  on  a  yearly 
basis,  usually  at  the  three- 
to  five-percent  range,"  said 
Caprio. 

The  president  said  he  goes 
through  great  pains  each  year 
to  keep  the  increase  as  low  as 
possible,  but  the  increase  is  in- 
evitable. WNEC  needs  to  keep 
up  the  level  of  education  and 


the  construction  of  new  build- 
ings to  remain  competitive 
with  other  institutions.  Keep- 
ing a  competitive  faculty  at 
the  school  costs  three-fourths 
of  WNEC's  total  revenue  in 
personnel  alone. 

The  president  talked 
openly  of  one  particular  year 
where  tuition  rose  a  stagger- 
ing 20  percent.  Although  the 
school  didn't  exactly  advertise 
this  fact,  the  president  said 
that  it  wasn't  hidden  either. 

"People  were  thinking 
that  we  were  not  a  quality  in- 
stitution. If  the  tuition  is  that 
low,  people  were  wondering; 
'Where  are  you  cheating  stu- 
dents?'" said  Caprio. 

There  was  also  the  addi- 
tional absence  of  merit  schol- 
arships from  WNEC  during 
this  time.  Studies  indicate 
that  students  are  more  likely 
to  attend  a  school  where  they 
receive  a  merit  scholarship. 
They  are  more  likely  to  pay 
more  tuition  with  a  scholar- 
ship than  to  aftend  a  cheaper 
institution. 

"The  market  said  we 
were  worth  as  much  money 
as  we  were  going  to  charge," 


said  Caprio.  "It  sounds  crazy, 
but  that's  how  it  works." 

Despite  thisfact,  WNEC's 
merit  scholarships  aren't  as 
substantial  as  some  of  its  com- 
petitors, admits  Caprio.  Many 
schools  give  back  half  of  the 
tuition  paid,  but  when  you 
have  a  budget  that  has  a  50 
percent  return,  there  isn't  any 
money  left  to  go  towards  im- 
portant priorities. 

"Schools  that  do  operate 
this  way  take  a  risky  gam- 
ble with  bankruptcy,"  said 
Caprio. 

We  next  moved  on  to  the 
changing  job  market  in  the 
world  today.  College  degrees 
have  become  a  standard  re- 
quirement for  employment  in 
many  careers. 

"I  think  we've  become 
so  sophisticated  as  a  society;  I 
think  we  recognize  more  and 
more  that  people  are  much 
more  successful  at  their  jobs," 
said  Caprio.  "A  college  degree 
is  almost  a  union  card  to  get 
where  you  need  to  go." 

The  president  carried  on 
with  a  caveat  to  those  look- 
ing for  the  wrong  experience 
in  college.  WNEC  isn't  an  in- 


stitution for  job  training.  It's 
a  place  for  personal  develop- 
ment, said  the  president. 

"You  can't  always  run 
back  for  another  degree  or 
take  a  specialized  course.  You 
have  to  learn  how  to  become 
a  person  who  knows  how  to 
educate  himself,"  said  Caprio. 

Finally,  we  discussed  the 
'ftiture  WNEC  student.'  There 
are  specific  qualities  Caprio 
hopes  for  in  the  students  here. 
"I  hope  we  can  continue  to  at- 
tract students  who  have  values, 
the  ability  to  be  respectfiil.  and 
the  ability  to  learn  how  to  be 
tolerant  and  open-minded." 

Caprio  envisioned  a  com- 
pletely open-minded  WNEC 
community,  despite  issues 
such  as  race,  religious  choice, 
or  sexual  orientation.  He 
hopes  that  anyone  can  join  the 
WNEC  community  and  feel 
socially  equal  no  matter  what 
the  circumstances. 

At  the  same  time,  he 
wants  WNEC  to  continue  to 
offer  a  challenging  environ- 
ment. 

"Maybe  the  kid  who  nev- 
er would  have  gone  to  Har- 

See  "Caprio  "  on  pg.  3 
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Senate  Proposes  Student  Initiated  Projects 


Terrence  Edwards 

Sta^rWriler 

Senate  recently  proposed 
allowing  students  to  form  their 
own  committees  for  campus 
projects  each  year. 

Currently  in  its  infant 
stage.  Senate  has  debated  the 
prospect  of  allowing  students 
to  choose  a  project  they  feel 
would  benefit  the  WNEC  com- 
munity. Senate  would  allow 
students  to  present  these  ideas 
and  would  allocate  the  funds 
to  the  committee  accordingly. 

"This  idea  has  a  lot  of 
potential.  This  is  the  kind  of 
thing  all  of  us  got  involved 
with  student  government  for," 
said  Senator  Michael  Carley. 

The  biggest  questions 
facing  Senate  are  how  to  al- 


locate the  funds  and  where  to 
find  them. 

"We  have  to  think  about 
how  money  is  going  to  be  al- 
located to  this  committee, 
who's  going  to  have  power, 
and  who  will  be  on  the  com- 
mittee," said  Carley 

One  thought  suggested  by 
President  Jessica  Vogel  was  to 
hold  a  yearly  competition. 
Students  could  gather  together 
on  their  own  accord  and  pres- 
ent their  ideas  to  Senate. 

Senate  would  then  choose 
the  committee  with  the  great- 
est promise  based  on  their  pre- 
sentations. 

Such  an  opportunity 
could  provide  students  with 
an  opportunity  to  have  direct 
influence  over  the  changes 
around  campus. 


"I  think  that  sounds  like 
a  good  idea.  I  don't  think  stu- 
dents have  enough  input  on 
what  goes  on  around  campus," 
said  Senior  Corrine  Porter. 

Over  the  past  semester, 
many  students  have  made 
complaints  that  student  Input 
not  being  taken  into  account 
often  enough. 

"I  would  have  liked  to 
have  had  a  track  built  around 
the  football  field,  but  the 
coaches  said  they  couldn't 
justify  the  cost,"  said  Porter. 
"I  think  if  they  had  asked  the 
students,  maybe  they  could 
have." 

Other  students  mentioned 
their  lack  of  input  about  the 
Gateway  gate  project.  "I 
didn't  hear  anything  about  the 
gate  until  after  it  started  being 


built,"  said  Sophomore  Steph- 
anie Rosshirt. 

Although  an  undertak- 
ing such  as  a  new  track  would 
most  likely  be  much  too  large 
of  a  project.  Senate's  plan 
may  be  a  step  towards  greater 
student  input  in  the  decisions 
made  concerning  the  WNEC 
campus. 

During  the  senate  debate. 
Senator  DebelHs  objected, 
stating  that  he  didn't  want 
these  projects  to  come  at  the 
expense  of  WNEC  clubs. 

"I  do  like  the  idea,  but 
my  only  concern  is  that  these 
projects  sound  like  the  kind 
of  projects  that  involve  larger 
funds.  If  we're  doing  this  ev- 
ery year,  1  don't  want  to  take 
away  from  other  clubs,"  De- 
belHs said. 


Alcohol  Poisoning  101 


Elissa  Jacobs 

Contributing  Writer 

Would  you  rather  save 
your  best  friend's  life,  or  a 
stranger's?  It  seems  like  a 
very  simple  question,  but  in 
the  case  of  alcohol  poisoning, 
the  answers  are  shocking. 

In  studies  done  by  the 
Bacchus  Network,  sponsors 
of  National  Peer  Education, 
students  have  said  that  they 
would  call  for  help  if  they  saw 
a  stranger  passed  out  on  cam- 
pus, but  they  wouldn't  neces- 
sarily call  for  help  if  a  friend 
was  vomiting  or  passed  out. 

Though  not  true  in  all 
cases,  there  is  a  fear  of  getting 
in  trouble  for  drinking  under- 
age, especially  if  Public  Safe- 
ty needs  to  be  called  for  assis- 
tance. It  seems  ridiculous,  but 
many  students  said  that  they're 
afraid  to  call  public  safety  or  a 
resident  advisor  because  they 
don't  want  to  get  in  trouble. 

Staying  out  of  trouble 
might  seem  like  a  good  op- 
tion, but  risking  someone's 
life  isn't.  The  best  response 
to  a  possible  case  of  alcohol 
poisoning  is  to  call  for  profes- 
sional medical  help  immedi- 
ately. Some  of  the  officers  in 
Public  Safety  are  also  certified 
EMTs,  so  calling  them  first 
would  be  your  wisest  deci- 
sion. 

While  waiting  for  help 


to  arrive,  there  are  things  you 
should  do  to  help  a  person. 
Lay  the  person  on  their  side 
(always  make  sure  the  person 
is  on  his/her  side  to  prevent 
asphyxiation  from  choking 
on  his/her  own  vomit)  and  at- 
tempt to  wake  him/her  up. 

If  the  person  doesn't  wake 
up,  then  move  on  to  the  next 
step  and  check  their  breathing. 
If  they  are  breathing  less  than 
6  times  per  minute,  they  are  in 
serious  danger. 

The  last  step  is  one  of  the 
most  important,  and  that  is  to 
never  leave  the  person  alone. 
When  a  victim  of  alcohol  poi- 
soning is  left  alone,  he/she  can 
roll  onto  his/her  back  or  fall 
off  of  a  bed  or  anything  equal- 
ly dangerous  to  his/her  health. 

The  next  time  you  are  at 
a  party  and  someone  seems  to 
have  had  too  much  to  drink, 
don't  encourage  them  to  drink 
more;  let  them  take  a  break. 
Blood  alcohol  content  contin- 
ues to  rise  after  a  person  stops 
drinking.  Not  drinking  for  an 
hour  doesn't  mean  that  some- 
one is  sobering  up;  they  could 
possibly  start  to  feel  the  effects 
of  alcohol  poisoning. 

Remember  one  thing: 
losing  a  friend  to  something 
as  senseless  as  alcohol  poison- 
ing is  worse  than  anything  that 
Residence  Life,  Public  Safety, 
or  even  your  parents  can  do  to 
you. 


Special  Visitor 


Becky  Budynkewicz 

Contributing  Writer 


On  Wednesday,  Novem- 
ber 29,  Gateway  Village  had  a 
special  visitor  who  was  a  pari 
of  a  program  by  the  Residence 
Hall  Association;  It  was  a  giant 
penis.  This  unexpected  visi- 
tor was  bringing  an  important 
message  that  students  needed 
to  hear:  safety. 

Raising  awareness  about 
sexual  misconduct  is  an  ongo- 
ing battle.  To  put  this 
into  perspective,  ap- 
proximately 25%  of 
college  women  have 
been  the  victim  of  ei- 
ther rape  or  attempted 
rape.  Only  one-tenth 
of  those  rapes  are  re- 
ported to  authorities. 

It's  just  this  kind 
of  staggering  statistic 
that  the  WNEC  com- 
munity needs  to  be 
more  aware  of  Hence, 
the  giant  walking, 
talking  penis. 

The  appendage 
went  door  to  door, 
asking  for  just  one 
dollar  to  go  towards 
RHA's  "food  share" 
program.  This  dollar 
bought  a  picture  with 
the  penis,  a  condom, 
and  a  sheet  with  in- 
formation about  sex- 
ual misconduct. 


The  penis  was  met  with 
mixed  displays  of  emotion. 
Some  were  a  little  taken  back, 
some  thought  it  was  hysteri- 
cal, and  some  displayed  emo- 
tions of  frustration. 

By  the  end  of  the  night, 
40  people  were  willing  to  pay 
to  have  their  picture  taken  with 
their  new-found  fi-iend. 

This  program  was  de- 
signed to  create  awareness  of 
sexual  misconduct,  and  also 
promoted  safe  sex  practices. 


Jeff~ Forli  rode  around  Gateway  in  costume 
as  part  of  an  RHA  program  on  November 
29.  Photo  courtesy  of  Becky  Budynkewicz. 
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Safe  On  Campus,  but  Not  in  the  City 


Matthew  Caron 

Stajf  Writer 

Springfield's  homicide 
rate  has  increased  by  13  per- 
cent in  2006.  and  the  city 
ranks  3 1 "  among  the  37 1  most 
dangerous  cities  in  the  nation. 
This  puts  the  city  in  between 
Kansas  City  and  Buffalo. 

So  are  we  safe  on  cam- 
pus? The  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  Public  Safety 
Department  boasts  a  24-hour 
police  presence. 

Whether  on  foot,  moun- 
tain bike,  or  in  cruisers,  these 
certified  officers  have  full  po- 
lice powers  and  are  a  visible 
presence  for  the  students. 

The  WNEC  Public  Safety 


force  includes  a  director,  lieu- 
tenant, four  sergeants,  and 
regular  officers. 

Public  Safety  also  offers 
positions  for  student  patrol- 
lers.  "Student  PatroUers  act  as 
the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  cam- 
pus," said  Freshman  Patroller 
Jarrett  Walker. 

Currently  there  are  10 
student  patroUers,  and  white 
they  cannot  make  arrests,  they 
are  equipped  with  a  radio  and 
flashlight  to  scout  suspicious 
activity  and  report  back  to  the 
dispatcher. 

"It  gives  you  a  step  up 
when  you  go  to  apply  for  a 
job.  Having  that  experience 
on  your  resume  looks  really 
great,"  stated  Freshman  Pa- 


troller Dan  Zorzi. 

When  asked  when  the 
most  activity  occurred  on 
campus,  both  Zorzi  and  Walk- 
er agreed  that  Fridays  and  Sat- 
urdays after  quiet  hours  are 
when  the  action  happens.  "We 
get  a  lot  of  calls  then."  said 
Walker. 

Patroller  Ryan  Kalriess 
cited  the  Saturday  before  Hal- 
loween specifically.  "It  was 
crazy;  there  were  parties  on 
and  off  campus. 

'it  was  so  busy  that  when 
we  radioed  to  dispatch,  they 
told  us  that  no  police  officers 
were  available." 

With  49  live  cameras 
scanning  the  campus,  it's  hard 
to  dispute  that  WNEC  is  safe. 


22  of  30  randomly  surveyed 
students  said  that  they  feel  safe 
enough  to  walk  alone  at  night. 

The  OPE  Campus  secu- 
rity website,  which  compiles 
crime  statistics  of  over  7.000 
American  colleges  and  univer- 
sities, shows  that  the  school's 
crime  rate  has  been  remaining 
faidy  consistent  for  the  past 
three  years. 

Most  WNEC  students 
agree  that  when  you  stand  in 
the  middle  of  the  campus  and 
look  around,  you  can't  even 
tell  you're  in  the  middle  of  a 
large  city.  But  just  outside  of 
our  campus  lie  the  statistics 
of  a  city  struggling  to  battle 


"Caprio  "  continued 
vard  will  be  so  challenged  into 
a  different  person  by  the  time 
he  or  she  leaves."  said  Caprio. 

After  10  years  under 
Caprio,  WNEC  has  seen  a 
great  deal  of  change,  and  it 
looks  like  he  has  a  lot  more 
planned.  Although  busy,  he 
tries  to  be  more  approachable, 
and  will  often  approach  stu- 
dents himself 

Students  at  WNEC 
should  feel  free  to  offer  their 
input.  The  college  direction 
shouldn't  necessarily  be  dic- 
tated by  the  administration. 
It's  our  tuition  dollars,  and  we 
should  have  a  say. 

WNEC  may  look  radi- 
cally different  in  10  years,  but 
students  will  always  be  at  the 
heart  of  the  institution. 
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Casino  Royale  is  the  Best  Bond  Film  in  Years 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


Sean  Connery.  George 
Lazenby.  Roger  Moore.  Timo- 
thy Dalton.  Pierce  Brosnan. 
These  are  the  names  of  the 
actors  who  will  always  be 
remembered  as  the  men  who 
portrayed  one  of  Hollywood's 
most  famous  action  heroes: 
James  Bond. 

With  the  recent  release 
of  Casino  Royale,  actor  Dan- 
iel Craig's  name  can  now  be 
added  to  this  list. 

Casino  Royale  is  based 
on  Ian  Fleming's  novel  of  the 


same  title.  In  1967.  Casino 
Royale  was  a  film  that  paro- 
died this  book,  as  well  as  the 
rest  of  Fleming's  novels.  The 
newly  released  version  is  an 
actual  adaptation  of  the  book, 
and  it's  definitely  not  a  paro- 
dy. 

Prior  to  its  release,  many 
fans  of  James  Bond  films  criti- 
cized casting  Daniel  Craig 
as  the  iconic  MI6  agent  be- 
cause he  had  never  acted  in  a 
Bond  film  and  because  he  was 
blond. 

These  naysayers  all  but 
disappeared  once  Casino 
Royale  premiered,  and  it  was 


declared  to  be  "one  of  the  best 
Bond  movies  in  years"  by 
many  prestigious  movie  re- 
viewers. 

Casino  Royale  revolves 
around  Bond's  attempts  to  foil 
the  machinations  of  a  banker 
named  Le  Chiffre  (played  by 
Mads  Mikkelsen)  who  sup- 
ports foreign  terrorists. 

When  Le  Chiffre  fails  to 
profit  off  of  one  of  his  schemes 
and  loses  a  vast  sum  of  money, 
he  hosts  a  poker  tournament  in 
Casino  Royale  to  win  his  mon- 
ey back.  Bond  tries  to  prevent 
him  from  succeeding,  facing  a 
number  of  perils  on  the  way. 


First  Annual  TV  Guy  Awards 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 


It's  hard  to  believe  but 
'half time"  for  the  television 
season  has  arrived  For 
the  last  several  months.  I've 
listened  to  your  comments 
and  I 've  also  developed 
strong  opinions  of  niy  own. 

So.  as  we  part  for  the 
holidays.  I  felt  that  it  would  be 
appropriate  to  acknowledge 
the  good,  the  bad.  and  the 
ugly 

A  Breath  of  Fresh  Air 
(Best  Cast  Addition)  -  Kyle 
MacLachlan  as  Orson  Hodge 
on  Desperate  Housewives. 
Just  as  this  show's  creativity 
was  slumping,  we  met  the 
man  who  saved  it  all.  With 
his  suspicious  past  and  creepy 
feel.  Kyle  has  surprisingly 
done  a  great  job  at  adding 
some  new  blood  to  Wysleria 
Lane.  But  should  we  lake  this 
literally? 

Get  with  the  Program  (Best 
Show  You're  Not  Watching) 

-  Friday  Night  Lights.  When 
you  watch  this  low-rated  first 
year  drama,  you'll  instantly 
realize  that  it's  not  about 
football:  it's  about  life.  The 
relationships  that  arise  among 
the  players  and  their  coach, 
who  is  astoundingly  played 
by  Ky  I  e  C  h  andl  er.  are  so 
emotion-filled  that  I  promise 
you  will  find  many  reasons  to 
love  Friday. 


The  Show  Stealer  (Best 
Guest  Appearance)  -  Wanda 
Sykes  as  Barb  on  The  New 
Adventures  of  Old  Christine. 
This  decent  sitcom  becomes 
an  absolute  hoot  when  Wanda 
takes  the  floor. 

Cry  Me  a  River  (Best  New 
Drama)  -  Brothers  &  Sisters. 
I've  already  shared  my  love 
for  this  budding  brood,  but 
its  mixture  of  superb  heartfelt 
writing  and  terrific  acting 
makes  this  award  a  simple 
choice. 

Laugh  Out  Loud  (Best  New 
Comedy)  -  Ugly  Betty.  1 
hereby  dub  this  program  as  the 
show  you  watch,  yet  don't  tell 
your  friends.  It's  cute,  quirky, 
and  full  of  heart  and  humor, 
if  you  haven't  yet  caught  an 
episode  of  this  breakout  hit, 
then  I  hope  things  get  Ugly  for 
you  soon! 

I  Hear  That  (Most  Buzz- 
worthy  Show)  -  Grey's 
Anatomy.  My  choice  was 
between  two  shows  for  this 
category,  but  the  bed-hopping 
docs  of  Seattle  Grace  seem  to 
be  the  characters  that  1  hear 
the  most  about  from  you  all. 

1  Wasn't  Expecting  That 
(Biggest   Surprise   Hit)  - 

Heroes.  I,  like  most  TV  gurus, 
believed  this  show  wouldn't 
last  loo  long.  Needless  to  say. 
this  smash  hit  has  lived  up  to 
ils  name  for  NBC,  and  it's  not 
going  anywhere! 


It's  Hard  To  Teach  an  Old 
Dog  New  Tricks  (Worst  Cast 
Addition)  -  Craig  Bierko, 
as  Attorney  Jeffrey  Coho  on 
Boston  Legal  This  terrific 
legal  show  already  has  enough 
kookiness.  So,  I'm  dying  to 
know  why  the  producers  felt 
the  need  to  add  this  arrogant, 
eccentric  lawyer  on  board.  It 
warrants  a  hearing  of  its  own. 

Only  the  Good  Die  Young 
(Most    Missed    Show)  - 

Everwood.  Every  visit  to  this 
small  town  was  worth  the  hour 
spent,  and  I  was  appalled  that 
The  CW  did  not  feel  the  need 
to  bring  this  incredibly  crafted 
series  back.  Get  Dr.  Brown 
over  to  their  headquarters  to 
have  their  brains  examined! 

Give  'Em  the  Last  Laugh 
(Worst    New    Comedy)  - 

Twenty  Good  Years.  Chances 
are  you  didn't  give  this 
comedy  much  of  a  shot,  but 
for  good  reason.  I  was  about  to 
purchase  earplugs  before  NBC 
axed  this  old-man  shout-fest. 

It  Should  Come  with 
Barf  Bags  (Worst  New 
Drama)  -  Six  Degrees. 
After  watching  the  first  few 
episodes.  1  felt  like  1  had 
wasted  my  time.  The  premise 
of  the  show  (six  strangers 
becoming  simultaneously 
interconnected)  is  completely 
unrealistic  and  is  less  likely 
to  occur  than  a  WNEC  snow 


Daniel  Craig  premeires  as  the  new  face  of James  Bond  in  Ca- 
sino Royale.  Photo  Courtesy  of  www.movienewz.com 
The  film  is  definitely  the    one  scene,  and  spends  time  in 
a  hospital  after  being  tortured. 

This  makes  Bond  seem 
more  realistic,  as  opposed 
to  the  previous  Bonds  who 
seemed  to  be  like  Superman, 
never  getting  injured  and 
completing  difficult  tasks  with 
relative  ease. 

The  visual  effects  are  ex- 
cellent, and  the  great  acting 
makes  Fleming's  characters 
seem  as  if  they  are  real  people. 
Though  the  action  is  the  focus 
of  the  film.  Casino  Royale 
isn't  without  the  humor  that  is 


best  Bond  movie  in  years,  and 
is  one  of  the  best  Bond  mov- 
ies of  all  time.  Craig  portrays 
Bond  very  well,  and  his  per- 
formance adds  to  the  quality 
of  the  movie. 

The  gritty,  black-and- 
white,  short  but  violent  open- 
ing scene  sets  the  tone  for  the 
film.  In  Casino  Royale,  Bond 
is  more  of  a  cold  and  calculat- 
ing agent  than  the  witty,  clever 
spy  he's  usually  portrayed  as. 

In  one  scene.  M  (Judi 
Dench)  asks  Bond,  "I  would 


"The  storyline  is  good,  and 
the  action  is  fast-paced.  Ca- 
sino Royale  is  gripping  down 
to  the  last  few  seconds... " 
5  stars  (out  of  5) 


ask  you  to  remain  emotion- 
ally detached,  but  that  doesn't 
seem  to  be  your  problem,  does 
it?"  to  which  Bond  replies. 
"No." 

Despite  this  seemingly 
ruthless  appearance.  Bond  is 
actually  more  human  in  Ca- 
sino Royale  than  in  most  other 
Bond  films.  For  one  thing,  he 
actually  shows  true  love  for 
someone,  contrary  to  his  trend 
of  just  using  women  in  the 
other  Bond  movies. 

Also,  Bond  isn't  por- 
trayed as  invincible.  He  has 
diffrculty  in  carrying  out  some 
missions,  spends  a  good  part 
of  the  movie  bruised,  bleed- 
ing and  scarred,  nearly  dies  in 

What  did  you  think  of  Casino  Royale?  Tell  us  at 
Thewestemersn@yahoo.com 


an  attribute  of  all  Bond  mov- 
ies, though  there's  more  dry 
humor  than  corny  one-liners. 

The  storyline  is  good,  and 
the  action  is  fast-paced.  Ca- 
sino Royale  is  gripping  down 
to  the  last  few  seconds  of  the 
film,  with  an  ending  that  pro- 
vides an  opening  for  fijture 
Bond  movies. 

Overall.  Casino  Royale 
is  a  movie  that  will  appeal  to 
anyone  who  likes  action  mov- 
ies, whether  or  not  they  are 
fans  of  James  Bond.  I  have 
seen  every  Bond  movie,  many 
of  them  numerous  times,  and 
Casino  Royale  is  one  of  the 
best  there  is.  It's  definitely  not 
a  movie  to  be  missed. 
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Success  in  Iraq  Should  be  the  Only  Option 


Matthew  Caron 

Staff  Writer 

The  world  would  be  a 
wonderful  place  without  con- 
flict. No  sane  person  wants  to 
put  our  troops  in  harm's  way, 
but  sometimes  it's  the  only 
way  to  achieve  an  eventual 
peace. 

1  have  heard  liberals  and 
conservatives  debate  constant- 
ly about  whether  we  should 
have  invaded  Iraq.  The  time 
for  that  debate  is  over.  Whether 
or  not  we  should  have  invaded 
Iraq  isn't  the  issue,  but  rather 
if  we  should  stay  the  course  or 
pull  out. 

It's  easy  to  say  we  want 
to  bring  the  troops  back  be- 
cause our  fighting  men  and 
women  are  dying.  It's  easy  to 
say  we  should  let  the  Iraqis 
govern  their  country  without 
an  American  occupation. 

The  key  is  to  have  the 
foresight  to  understand  what 


a  "cut  a  run"  strategy  would 
ultimately  mean  for  our  own 
safety. 

There  are  two  options: 
we  can  fight  the  global  war  on 
terror  abroad,  or  we  can  let  the 
enemy  come  to  us  like  they  did 
on  9/1 1  and  terrorize  us  within 
our  borders.  If  we  don't  seek 
to  destroy  the  terrorists,  they 
will  seek  to  destroy  us. 

Liberals  claim  that  con- 
servatives are  putting  fear  into 
the  American  people  by  say- 
ing this.  It's  not  about  fear:  it 
never  has  been.  It's  about  the 
truth,  and  just  because  that 
truth  isn't  convenient  doesn't 
mean  it's  any  less  of  a  truth. 

Do  you  remember  what 
it  was  like  on  9/11?  I  sure  do; 
September  11th  is  my  birth- 
day. I  remember  walking  into 
my  history  class  while  the  TV 
was  on  and  seeing  the  head- 
line, "Attack  on  America!" 
Needless  to  say,  there  wasn't 
much  celebrating.  Thousands 


of  innocent  lives  were  taken, 
families  were  fractured,  and 
hearts  were  broken. 

Never  again  do  I  want  to 
play  defense.  Never  again  do  I 
want  to  see  that  headline.  And 
so  far,  thanks  to  the  strong 
foreign  policy  of  the  Bush  ad- 
ministration and  the  passing 
of  the  Patriot  Act,  we  haven't 
been  attacked  at  home  since. 

All  this  being  said,  I  un- 
derstand that  9/1 1  had  nothing 
directly  to  do  with  Iraq,  but 
indirectly  it  did.  Iraq  serves  as 
the  second  theater  in  a  global 
effort  to  defeat  terrorism  at  its 
roots. 

Such  an  ambitious  goal 
cannot  be  achieved  easily  or 
quickly.  It  cannot  be  achieved 
without  bloodshed,  and  most 
certainly  not  without  the  sup- 
port of  the  American  people. 

Massachusetts  Senator 
John  Kerry  said  that  troops  are 
uneducated,  and  New  York 
Senator  Chuck  Schumer  com- 


pared our  military  men  and 
women  to  Nazis.  These  atti- 
tudes don't  contribute  to  the 
patriotism  and  basic  respect 
we  owe  to  our  fighting  men 
and  women. 

So,  were  there  WMDs  in 
Iraq?  No.  Is  the  war  going  par- 
ticularly well?  No.  Should  we 
have  said,  "Mission  Accom- 
plished?" No.  Do  I  think  that 
Iraq  was  more  of  a  threat  to 
the  United  States  than  North 
Korea  or  Iran?  No. 

However,  do  I  think  that 
pulling  out  of  Iraq  would 
embolden  every  terrorist  and 
send  a  message  of  extreme 
weakness,  leaving  us  vulner- 
able to  attack  and  ridicule?  1 
most  certainly  do. 

Our  only  option  is  suc- 
cess. Look  what  we  have 
done  so  far.  We  have  liberated 
thousands  of  people  fi-om  the 
Iron  fist  of  a  cruel  dictator.  We 
have  planted  the  seed  of  De- 
mocracy in  the  Middle  East 


by  holding  elections  and  giv- 
ing every  child  a  chance  for 
an  education  and  a  hope  for  a 
successfiil  ftiture. 

We  have  sent  a  resolute 
message  to  all  terrorist  re- 
gimes that  the  United  States 
will  not  sit  idly  by  while  they 
instill  fear,  corrupt  children, 
and  enact  violence  all  around 
the  world. 

I'm  not  writing  this  edi- 
torial because  I  am  republi- 
can, nor  because  I  want  to  be 
a  puppet  for  the  Bush  admin- 
istration, but  rather  because  I 
love  my  country.  The  simple 
truth  is  that  Freedom  is  NOT 
fi-ee.  We  must  constantly  de- 
fend what  so  many  terrorist 
regimes  seek  to  take  away. 

We  must  think  about  the 
long-term  effects  of  a  cut  and 
run  strategy.  Fight  the  war 
there,  not  here,  and  keep  our 
children  and  families  safe 
at  home.  We  must  stay  the 
course. 


NEED  INK  NOW? 
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*  Moderate  **  Challenging 
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Super  Crossword  green  piece 


ACROSS 

1  Exchange 
6"— on 
Entebbe" 

Bridges" 
13  Canadian 

peninsula 
18 II  may  be 

bitter 

19  —  SrHimante 

20  Director 
Kazan 

21  Chaos 

22  'Green 
Car(f 
actress 

25  Put  the 
match  to 

26  Big  kid? 

27  Lofty 

28  Ford  of 
football 

30  Hightailed  It 

31  One  of  a 
bunch 

34  Green  Bay 
Packers 
stadium 

39  Dieter's 
snack 

41  Streep  of 
"The  Hours" 

42  Act  like  a 
stallion 

43  Loathe 

44  Bucks 
beginning 

46  Mine  car 
48  Coronet 

51  Gray 
matter? 

52  Occult 


54  The  — 

Brothers 
66  Depart 
58  Stillar's 

partner 
60  He  gave  us 

a  lift 
62  Carve  a 

canyon 

64  Illuminated 

65  Nick  of 
"Cannery 
Row" 

68  To  — 
(perfectly) 

70  Alum 

71  Arafaf  s  grp. 

72  Gull  state 
74  "Green 

Acres"  actor 

77  Jackie  of 
"The 
Tuxedo" 

78  Brooks  or 
Ott 

79  — dieu 
(kneeler) 

80  Galaxy 
glitterer 

81  Neighbor  of 
72  Across 

83  "—  of  You" 
('84  hit) 

84  Annoys 
86  Budge 

88  Eye  opener? 
91  Shortstop 

Pee  Wee 
93  German 

river 
95  Bright 

inventor? 
98  — es 

Salaam 


99  Come  In 
101  Job  opening 

103  Vegetate 

104  Impudent 
105 "—  Lear 

(71  film) 
107  One  of  the 

Osmonds 
109  Blazing 
111  "The  Green 

Man"  author 
115  "Don 

Glovannr 


116  Year,  In 
Yucatan 

117  Nabokov 
novel 

118  Raindrop 
sound 

120  Leaf  part 
123  Polly-syllab- 

k:  one? 
126  "Green 

Tambourine" 


133  Joyce's  land 

134  Part  of 
HOIt/IES 

135  Den 

136  Abounds 
(with) 

137  Risked  a 
ticket 

138  Coming  up 

139  Org.  found- 
ed in  1844 

DOWN 

1  Bath,  e.g. 

2  Ricker 
feature 

3  Actor  Ray 


4  Supple 

5  Aries 
animal 

6  Rt  —  llddle 

7  Uke  a  mos- 
qu'rto  bite 

8  Actress 
Conu 

9  Inn-based 
sitcom 

10  Bristol  brew 
11 " — vous 
plair 

12  Berry  ol 
"Monster's 
Bair 

13  Silence 

14  Writer  Rand 

15  British 
county 

16  Pansy  part 

17  Correct 
21  Slatefy 

dance 

23  Ralson  d'— 

24  Inspect  too 
ctosely? 

29  Com 
portion 

32  Bilko's 
employer 

33  Colors 

35  Pianist 
Hess 

36  Criticize 

37  Went  down 
In  history? 

38  "Dies  — " 

39  Ablative  or 
dative 

40  Green 
Mountain 
Boys 
leader 


41  Cocktail 

choice 
43  Actor's 

lunch? 
45  Pontiac 

model 
47  Consolidate 

49  Green 
Party 
candidate 

50  Saint 
Theresa's 
home 

52 "—  de  mei" 
53  Quotes  an 

expert 
55  "My  faultl" 
57  007's 

school 
59  Baseball's 

Guidry 
61  Throne  and 

pew 
63  See  socially 

66  Austin  of 
"Knots 
Landing" 

67  Roman 
magistrate 

69  Gladden 

72  Poet 
Khayyam 

73  Donnybrook 

75  Exploits 

76  It  has  a  bit 
part 

77  "Fantasia" 
frame 

79  Fusses  with 

leathers 
82  Guy 
85  Alabama 

city 
87  —  Grande 


89  Seldom 
seen 

90  The  A- 
Team'  actor 

92  Forest 
father 
94  Wander 

96  Clout  a  cad 

97  "Eugene 
Onsgin" 
character 

100  Tell  tales 
102  Increased 

by  200 

percent 
104  Full  array 
106  Tie  the  knot 
108  Land  in  the 

sea 

110  Ferrer 
musk»l 

111  Done  (or 
112Cockamamle 

113  Scandi- 
navian 

114  Early  East- 
wood role 

115  Fern  feature 
119  Hartiinger 

121  Put  on  a 
happy  face 

122  LexKograph- 
er  Partridge 

124  41  Down 
ingredient 

125  Hosp.  areas 

127  Cool 

128  Poetic 
preposition 

129  Veto 

130  Cosset  a 
corgi 

131  Mexican 
Mrs. 
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Patriots  Fall  to  Jets,  Then  Secure  Two  Big  Wins 


Michelle  O'Shepa 

Staff  Writer 

The  mud  and  rain  on 
November  12  turned  Gillette 
Stadium  into  a  giant  slip-and- 
slide.  New  England's  17-14 
loss  to  the  New  York  Jets  on 
their  home  turf  halted  the 
Pats'  streak  of  57  consecutive 
regular  season  games  without 
back- to-back  losses. 

Former  Patriots  defen- 
sive coordinator  and  defen- 
sive backs  coach  Eric  Mangi- 
ni,  who  is  now  the  Jets  head 
coach,  exchanged  a  cold  hand- 
shake with  Bill  Belichick  in 
the  middle  of  the  soggy  field 
after  the  New  York  win  tight- 
ened the  AFC  East  race  and 
ranked  the  Jets  second  to  the 
Patriots. 

Reche  Caldwell  caught 
a  career-high  nine  passes  for 
90  yards  and  a  touchdown, 
including  a  2-yard  pass  from 
Tom  Brady  in  the  fourth  quar- 
ter to  bring  the  Patriots  within 
a  field  goal.  Caldwell's  recep- 
tions gave  him  a  total  of  32 
for  the  season,  second  only  to 
wide  receiver  Ben  Watson. 

Rookie  kicker  Stephen 
Gostkowski  was  successfiil 
on  both  of  his  field  goal  at- 
tempts against  the  Jets,  giving 
him  eight  field  goals  in  his  last 
nine  chances.  Running  back 
Corey  Dillon  marked  the  lon- 
gest rush  by  a  Patriot  in  nearly 
eight  years  when  he  ran  for  a 
50  yards  late  in  the  first  quar- 
ter. 

Dillon  had  a  total  of  98 
rushing  yards  for  this  game, 
which  was  the  highest  total 
run  by  a  Patriot  at  home  since 
the  2004  divisional  playoffs, 
when  Dillon  ran  for  144  yards 
on  23  carries  against  the  Indi- 
anapolis Colts  on  January  16, 
2005. 

Artrell  Hawkins  had  his 
first  interception  as  a  Patriot 
when  he  picked  off  a  pass 
thrown  by  Chad  Pennington 
early  in  the  second  quarter. 
The  interception  was  Hawkins' 
eleventh  since  2004. 

After  an  upset  by  the  Jets, 
the  Patriots  redeemed  them- 
selves when  they  traveled  to 
Lambeau  Field  to  take  on  the 
Green  Bay  Packers  on  No- 


vember 19.  After  a  two  game 
losing  streak.  New  England 
bounced  back  strongly,  scor- 
ing 35  points  and  shutting  out 
the  Packers.  This  marked  the 
Patriot's  first  road  shutout  in 
nearly  20  years. 

Tom  Brady  was  on  tar- 
get the  entire  game,  throwing 
for  244  yards  and  four  touch- 
downs with  no  interceptions. 
Ben  Watson  made  five  catches 
and  rushed  for  74  yards  and 
one  touchdown,  making  him 
the  leading  receiver  of  the 
game. 

With  a  21-0  lead  over  the 
Packers,  Patriots  Tully  Banta- 
Cain  and  Tedy  Bruschi  sacked 
Green  Bay  quarterback  Brett 
Favre  right  before  halftime. 
Favre  walked  to  the  sideline 
clutching  his  right  elbow,  and 
was  replaced  by  back-up  quar- 
terback Aaron  Rodgers  for  the 


remainder  of  the  game. 

Patriots  back-up  quarter- 
back Matt  Cassel  was  brought 
into  the  game  in  the  fourth 
quarter,  and  shortly  after,  new- 
ly-signed veteran  quarterback 
Vinny  Testaverde  ran  onto  the 
field  and  kneeled  the  ball  three 
times  to  end  the  game. 

The  November  26  match- 
up between  the  Patriots  and 
the  Chicago  Bears  at  Gillette 
was  anticipated  to  be  a  sen- 
sational game.  The  Chicago 
Bears  have  the  best  defense  in 
the  NFL,  and  the  Patriots  rank 
in  at  a  close  second. 

This  game  was  also  the 
first  game  played  on  the  Patri- 
ots' new  synthetic  turf,  which 
was  installed  after  the  sloppy 
game  against  the  Jets. 

The  Patriots  had  a  total  of 
five  turnovers,  and  the  Bears 
had  four,  creating  a  seemingly 


After  the  mud-soaked  game  with 
synthetic  playing  surface. 
flip-flop  effect  over  the  course 
of  the  game.  Asante  Samuel 
was  on  fire  with  three  inter- 
ceptions, the  third  of  which 
ended  the  game  in  the  Patriots' 
favor. 

The  Bears'  first  chance  to 
put  points  on  the  board  in  the 
second  quarter  was  a  field  goal 
attempt,  which  was  good,  but 
a  flag  was  thrown  prior  to  the 


the  Jets,  allele  Stadium  got  a  new. 
Photo  by  Steven  Seene.  AP. 
snap. 

The  penalty  was  against 
the  Bears  for  a  false  start  on 
offense,  bringing  the  ball  back 
5  yards  and  increasing  the  field 
goal  attempt  to  45  yards.  As 
the  ball  was  kicked,  Richard 
Seymour  jumped  up,  tipping 
the  bail  slightly  and  making 
the  kick  no  good. 

Quarterback  Tom  Brady 
made  an  unexpected  yet  excit- 
ing play  to  keep  a  fourth-quar- 
ter drive  alive  when  he  juked 
his  way  past  Bears'  linebacker 
Brian  Urlacher  for  a  Patriot 
first  down.  Brady  is  not  what 
you  call  a  "running  quarter- 
back," so  this  type  of  play  is 
not  seen  very  often. 

in  their  previous  three 
games,  the  Bears  had  not  al- 
lowed any  points  to  be  scored 
in  the  4th  quarter,  but  the  Pa- 
triot offense  put  that  record  to 
rest. 

With  a  17-13  victory 
over  the  Bears.  New  England 
increased  their  record  to  8-3, 
making  them  the  leaders  of  the 
AFC  East  Conference.  The  Pa- 
triots work  hard  and  play  hard, 
which  they  demonstrate  every 
week  on  the  football  field. 


Patriots  Quarterback  Tom  Brady  ccli'hrolc^  ni\liing/or  a  first  down  in  Ihc 
quarter  vs.  the  Chicago  Bears  on  November  26.  The  Patriots  won  lite  game 
increase  their  overall  record  to  8-3.  Photo  by  Elise  Amendola,  AP. 
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 SPORTS  

WNEC  Fall  Sports  Teams  Finish  Out  Season 


Stuart  Rice 

Slajf  Writer 

Western  New  England 
College  athletes  finished  the 
fall  season  with  many  teams 
going  deep  into  the  playoffs 
or  winning  their  conference 
title.  Here's  how  each  team 
fared. 

Men's  Soccer 

Once  again  the  men's 
soccer  team  qualified  for  the 
Division  HI  tournament,  and 
just  like  last  year  they  ad- 
vanced all  the  way  into  the 
Sweet  16  only  to  be  defeated 
by  Johns  Hopkins.  This  year's 
team  finished  with  a  record  of 
16-6-2,  falling  short  of  last 
year's  record  of  21  wins. 

They  captured  the  Great 
Northeast  Athletic  Confer- 
ence (GNAC)  title  once  again 
in  a  thrilling  victory  over 
Johnson  &  Wales. 

Senior  Evan  Heymann 
led  the  team  in  scoring,  notch- 
ing 12  goals  and  six  assists; 
Sophomore  Jim  Maples  fol- 
lowed with  five  goals  and  five 
assists.  Chris  Wilk  capped  off 
his  senior  season  with  stellar 
play  between  the  posts,  com- 
piling a  13-6-2  record  that  in- 
cluded nine  shutouts. 

This  year's  team  gradu- 
ates 12  seniors  that  have 
helped  turn  this  program  into 
one  of  the  best  D-III  soccer 
teams  in  the  northeast.  Se- 
niors Michael  Zawlslak,  Chris 
Wilk,  Kofi  Oteng,  Tim  Laroc- 


ca,  Evan  Heymann.  and  Rob 
Hensinger  were  named  All- 
GNAC  first  team.  The  team 
finished  the  season  ranked 
18  in  the  final  National  Soc- 
cer Coaches  Association  of 
America  (NSCAA)  D-III 
poll. 

Women's  Soccer 

Finally,  after  three  years 
of  reaching  the  GNAC  cham- 
pionship only  to  come  home 
empty-handed,  this  year's 
lady  Golden  Bears  got  their 
hands  on  the  long  sought-af- 
ter hardware  by  winning  the 
GNAC  championship  with 
a  4-0  victory  over  Simmons 
College. 

The  team  finished  their 
season  a  week  later  in  the  first 
round  of  the  D-III  tournament 
against  Western  Connecticut, 
going  down  2-0.  They  ended 
the  season  with  an  11-8-2  re- 
cord, going  5-2-2  in  their  final 
year  in  the  GNAC. 

Senior  Kristen  Thornton 
led  the  team  in  points  netting 
six  goals  and  eleven  assists 
Junior  Danielle  Matte  and  se- 
nior Jen  Woishnis  tied  for  the 
leam  lead  with  eight  goals. 

Marisa  Sullivan  was 
once  again  was  named  All- 
GNAC  first  team,  posting  a 
1.13  goals  against  average 
and  three  shutouts. 

Sharing  All-GNAC  first 
team  with  Sullivan  are  fellow 
seniors  Kristen  Thornton  and 
Ashley  St.  John. 


Women's  Cross  Country 
Junior  Kaylee  Martin 
once  again  finished  strong, 
leading  the  team  to  another 
GNAC  championship.  Her 
first  place  run  secured  the  title 
and  helped  qualify  WNEC  for 
the  D-III  New  England  Re- 
gionats. 

In  the  regionals,  the  team 
placed  35  out  of  48  teams.  For 
her  dominant  performance, 
Martin  was  named  GNAC 
Runner  of  the  Year.  Fellow 
junior  Andrea  Bennnett  and 
sophomore  Jackie  Beers  were 
named  to  the  A I  l-GN  AC 
team. 

Men's  Cross  Country 

Men's  cross  country  fell 
just  short  of  winning  a  GNAC 
title  with  a  second  place  tie 
in  the  championship  meet. 
This  is  the  second  year  in  a 
row  that  they  have  finished 
second  in  the  championships. 
Junior  Asif  Abdul-Wadud 
was  named  to  the  All-GNAC 
team. 

Field  Hockey 

After  a  strong  season  in 
the  North  Atlantic  Conference 
(NAC),  the  field  hockey  sea- 
son finally  ended  with  a  dou- 
ble overtime  loss  to  Wheaton 
in  the  ECAC  championship. 
The  team  finished  with  a  re- 
cord of  14-9,  the  second  high- 
est win  total  in  the  program's 
history. 

Senior  Allison  Jameson 
was  honored  for  a  excellent 


season,  being  named  a  D-III 
All-American  by  National 
Field  Hockey  Coaches  Asso- 
ciation. She  is  the  first  winner 
in  school  history.  Jameson 
ended  her  career  at  WNEC 
setting  the  school  record  for 
career  scoring  with  1 52  points 
(63  goals.  26  assists).  Juniors 
Cori  Eggert  and  Sarah  Mc- 
Quarrie  were  named  All-NAC 
first  team. 

VoUeyball 

It  was  a  season  of  firsts 
for  rookie  coach  Charlie  Haer 
as  women's  volleyball  ad- 
vanced to  the  school's  first 
ECAC  D-III  New  England 
Championship. 

The  lady  Golden  Bears 
finished  the  season  with  a 
record  of  18-13  for  the  pro- 
gram's eighth  consecutive 
winning  season. 

Three  players  were 
named  to  the  All-GNAC  team; 
seniors  Amy  Lorinovich  and 
Jess  Vogel,  and  junior  Ashley 
O'Keefe  were  honored  for  ex- 
cellent seasons. 

Football 

In  the  second  season  un- 
der head  coach  Keith  Emery, 
the  team  showed  improve- 
ment, finishing  the  season 
with  a  record  of  5-4.  The  team 
posted  an  excellent  home  re- 
cord of  4-i,  but  away  from 
Golden  Bear  Stadium  they 
had  trouble  winning. 

The  team  had  a  handfijl 
of  players  named  to  the  New 


England  Football  (NEFC) 
Boyd  Division  All-Star  team. 

The  list  includes  se- 
niors Anthony  Cingranelli. 
Brent  Dube,  Matt  Guaragna, 
Jim  Kantany,  juniors  Kevin 
Miculcy,  Tyler  Stewart,  and 
sophomores  Jordan  Capitanio 
and  James  Farrell. 

Junior  Kevin  Miculcy  set 
school  records  in  receptions 
(62)  and  single  season  receiv- 
ing yards  (802). 

For  his  outstanding 
performance,  Miculcy  was 
named  to  the  New  England 
Football  Writers  D-II/III  All- 
New  England  team,  becom- 
ing only  the  second  player  in 
the  school's  history  to  receive 
such  an  honor. 

Tennis 

The  Women's  Tennis 
team  ended  their  strong  sea- 
son losing  in  the  semifinals  of 
the  GNAC  tournament.  The 
team  finished  with  a  record  of 

10-  3,  giving  a  coach  Jenn  Ko- 
lins  another  successful  season 
pushing  her  record  at  WNEC 
to  68-12,  the  highest  winning 
percentage  of  any  current 
coach  at  the  college. 

Senior  Kristyn  Villany 
led  the  young  team  with  an 
individual  match  record  of 

1 1-  2.  Junior  Meredith  Hughes 
and  Freshman  Kristin  Ayers 
went  9-4. This  team  will  re- 
turn with  most  of  its  players 
next  season  and  should  again 
be  strong  contenders  for  the 
GNAC  championship. 


UPCOMING  WINTER  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 

Home  Games  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  a  "c" 


MEN'S  ICE  HOCKEY 

MEN'S  WRESTLING 

12/02 

Sat 

Nichols  College 

7:30  PM 

12/02 

Sat 

New  York  University 

Noon 

12/05 

Tue 

Framingham  State  College 

7:20  PM 

12/02 

Sat 

Trinity  College  (CT) 

1:30  PM 

12/07 

Thu 

Becker  College 

8:30  PM 

12/02 

Sat 

N.Y.  Maritime 

3:00  PM  ^ 

12/02 

Sat 

Roger  Williams  University 

4:30  PM  . 

WOMEN'S  SWIMMING 

12/06 

Wed 

UMass-Amherst  (Club) 

7:00  PM  j 

12/02 

Sat 

GNAC  Championship 

10:00  AM 

12/09 

Sat 

Plymouth  State  University 

TBA  1 

12/09 

Sat 

Simmons  College 

1:00  PM 

12/09 

Sat 

University  of  Southern  Maine 

TEA  1 

12/09 

Sat 

Roger  Williams  University 

Noon  ] 

MEN'S  BASKETBALL 

WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 

12/02 

Sat 

Westfield  State  (PVMHC  at  Amherst) 

1 :00  PM 

12/02 

Sat 

Amherst  (PVWHC  at  Springfield) 

1:00  PM 

12/05 

■nie 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 

7:00  PM 

12/05 

Tue 

Skidmore  College 

6:00  PM 

12/07 

Thu 

Curry  College 

7:30  PM 

12/07 

Thu 

Fitchburg  State  College 

5:30  PM 

12/09 

Sat 

Emmanuel  College  c 

3:30  PM 

12/09 

Sat 

Brandeis  University 

1:00  PM 
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radKIDS  Teaches  Kids  How  to  be  Safe 


Krystal  Katsouleris 

Assistant  Editor 

If  you've  ever  heard  a  child 
yell.  "STAY  BACK,  YOU'RE 
NOT  MY  MOM!"  you  were 
probably  talking  to  a  radKlD. 

radKIDS  is  an  organiza- 
tion whose  main  purpose  is  to 
teach  kids  that  "No  one  has  the 
right  to  hurt  you,  NO  ONE,  be- 
cause you  are  special,"  "you  do 
not  have  the  right  to  hurt  anyone 
else  or  yourself  UNLESS  some- 
body is  trying  to  physically  hurt 
you — then  you  have  the  right  to 
stop  them,"  and  "when  it's  not 
yom  fault,  you  can  tell." 

If  you  find  this  mission  in- 
teresting, then  you're  attending 
the  right  school  because  West- 
em  New  England  College  is  a 
major  supporter  of  radKIDS. 

The  radKIDS  organization 
exists  to  provide  "educational 


opportunities  for  children  and 
parents  concerning  awareness 
and  personal  safety  strategies, 
instilling  confidence,  and  reduc- 
ing the  possibility  of  adverse 
physical  control  and/or  harm." 

As  part  of  the  program, 
kids  from  the  ages  of  3  to  12  are 
tau^t  both  life  skills  and  physi- 
cal techniques  to  empower  them 
and  help  them  stay  safe. 

Some  of  the  life  skills 
that  are  taught  include  how 
and  when  to  use  911;  fire,  wa- 
ter, garage,  mall,  playground, 
and  even  animal  safety;  how  to 
block  a  bully's  punch;  and  how 
to  "pepper"  (poking  an  attacker 
in  the  eyes  in  order  to  get  free 
from  their  grasp). 

Similar  to  other  programs, 
the  children  are  taught  the  tricks 
thai  perpetrators  use  so  that 
they  know  how  and  when  to 
get  away,  which  is  often  called 


This  past  January.  24  WNEC  students  were  certified  as  radKIDS 
instructors.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.wnec.edu/radkids. 


"stranger  danger"  education. 

Most  programs  are  strictly 
orally  taught.  radKIDS  is  differ- 
ent because  it  pairs  oral  instruc- 
tion with  physical  defensive 
skills,  giving  kids  the  techniques 
they  need  to  get  away  and  run  to 
safety. 

At  the  end  of  each  course, 
the  kids  get  to  put  their  newly 
acquired  skills  to  the  test  during 
"simulation,"  when  they  are  put 
into  real-life  situations  where 
they  must  use  their  physical  and 
verbal  skills  to  escape  to  safety. 


This  creates  a  sense  of  empow- 
erment because  it  gives  them 
confidence  that  they  can  get 
away  from  someone  who  tries 
to  harm  them. 

Recently,  WNEC  re-intro- 
duced the  radKIDS  three  credit 
instructor's  course  as  a  Learn- 
ing Beyond  the  Classroom  and 
community  service  incentive  to 
students. 

After  24  hours  of  intense 
mstruction,  the  24  students  in 
the  class  paired  up  and  started 
Continued  on  page  2. 


Darfur  Genocide  Difficult  to  Ignore 


Matthew  Caron 

Staff  Writer 

Many  of  you  have  at  least 
heard  of  Darfur.  Some  of  you 
may  have  seen  shirts  that  say, 
"Save  Darfur"  or  protestors 
holding  signs  with  the  same 
mantra.  However,  you  probably 
won't  hear  too  much  about  Dar- 
fiir  on  television  or  read  much 
about  Dariw  in  the  paper. 

In  western  Sudan  on  the 


continent  of  Africa  lies  a  region 
of  land  known  as  Darfiir.  It's  a 
tribal  society  populated  by  over 
5  million  non-Arabs  and  Afii- 
cans  with  a  hcirsh  environment 
devoid  of  any  sustainable  natu- 
ral resource. 

About  the  size  of  France, 
Darfiir  has  gone  almost  unno- 
ticed for  the  past  three  years, 
but  sectarian  violence  now 
rages  in  what  some  call  the  first 
genocide  of  the  21st  century. 

Eric  Reeves, 
a  Smith  College 
professor  and 
seven-year  Sudan 
researcher,  states 
that  the  death  toll 
in  Darfiir  is  well  on 
its  way  to  exceed- 
ing the  number  of 
deaths  during  the 
Rawanda  genocide 
of  the  mid-1990s. 

It  all  began  in 
2002  when  Arab 
and  African  tribal 
groups  began  to  ar- 
gue over  essential 
natural  resources 
such  as  water  and 
I  grain. 

One  of  the  pri- 
African  residents  of  Darfur  are  being  persecuted  mary  Arab  regimes 
'the  first  genocide  of  the  21st  century.  "      called  the  National 


Islamic  Front  began  to  politi- 
cally and  economically  mar- 
ginalize the  Afiican  tribes  and 
claimed  that  they  had  no  right 
to  natural  resources.  They  cut 
off  supplies  and  thrust  the  na- 
tion into  famine. 

Hundreds  of  Afiicans  were 
murdered  each  day,  and  the  Su- 
danese government  did  virtu- 
ally nothing  to  stop  the  blood- 
shed. As  the  conflict  escalated, 
the  justice  system  decayed:  an 
all-out  war  was  declared. 

It  was  shortly  after  this  de- 
cay when  the  Jinjaweed  began 
their  slaughter. 

Consisting  of  about  20,000 
men  mostly  on  horse  or  camel, 
the  Jinjaweed  are  a  heavily 
armed  militia  drawn  from  Dar- 
ftirian  and  Chadian  tribes  that 
became  notorious  within  Sudan 
in  2003  for  raping  and  massa- 
cring the  Africans. 

They  began  to  work  with 
the  National  Islamic  Front  and 
the  Sudanese  govemment  to 
totally  eliminate  African  tribes 
from  the  Darfur  region.  "It  has 
developed  into  an  ethnic  cleans- 
ing." the  Human  Rights  Watch 
slated. 

Just  recently,  the  United 
States  govemment  acknowl- 
edged the  Darfiir  killings  as 


genocide.  According  to  Reeves, 
the  hesitation  was  because, 
"The  word  'genocide'  is  implic- 
it to  an  international  response." 

He  believes  that  the  United 
States  had  two  problems.  One, 
they  were  militarily  overex- 
tended in  Iraq,  and  two,  they 
don't  have  faith  in  the  United 
Nations,  which  they  would  have 
needed  to  work  with  in  order  to 
gain  an  international  coalition. 

The  govemment  doesn't 
agree  with  Reeves.  "We  are  ac- 
tively involved  with  the  United 
Nations  on  conflicts  in  Darfiir," 
stated  former  Secretary  of  State 
Colon  Powell. 

The  United  States  has  also 
been  at  the  diplomatic  table 
talking  directly  with  Sudanese 
leaders,  threatening  sanctions  if 
the  killing  continues. 

In  a  2004  statement.  Presi- 
dent Bush  said,  "The  govem- 
ment of  Sudan  has  not  complied 
with  United  Nations  Security 
Council  Resolutions  and  has  not 
respected  the  cease  fire  which  it 
signed. ..we  have  not  and  will 
not  turn  our  head." 

So  far,  the  United  States 
has  pledged  $300  million  in 
humanitarian  aid,  and  other  na- 
tions are  following  suit. 
Continued  on  page  2. 
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Staff  Writer 

The  Valley  Press  Club, 
its  sponsors,  and  Western 
New  England  College  be- 
stowed their  coveted  Lifetime 
Achievement  Award  to  the 
late  Jack  O'Neill  during  their 
annual  Communications  Con- 
ference on  January  9  at  the 
college. 

The  Valley  Press  Club 
was  founded  In  1962  when 
there  were  no  computers,  no 
VCRs,  and  no  digital  anything. 
The  journalism  landscape 
has  changed,  but  the  club's 
"commitment  to  the  highest 
standards  of  honest,  fair,  and 
balanced  journalism  has  not,'' 
stated  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  goal  of  the  confer- 
ence, which  was  the  club's 
fourth  annual,  was  to  raise 
money  for  its  scholarship  fund 
to  provide  financial  assistance 
for  graduating  high  school  se- 
niors looking  to  pursue  careers 


in  journalism. 

The  conference  began 
at  8:00  in  the  morning  with  a 
welcome  from  Communica- 
tions professor  and  former 
22News  anchor  Brenda  Gar- 
ton  and  former  WWLP  news 
director  Brian  Zelasko. 

Attendees  then  broke 
down  into  workshops  thai  pro- 
vided specialized  insight  into 
various  focus  areas  of  jour- 
nalism. Some  of  these  areas 
included  "The  Art  of  the  Inter- 
view," "Public  Speaking,"  "In- 
ternet Resources,"  and  "Media 
Roundtables." 

Media  professionals  ft"om 
different  local  outlets  were  on 
hand  to  share  their  insight  and 
experiences  in  the  growing 
field  of  journalism. 

The  conference  garnered 
WAMC  Radio  CEO  Alan 
Charlock,  Republican  Editor 
Cynthia  Simison,  WWLP  TV- 
22  reporter  Sy  Becker,  WGGB 
ABC-40  anchor  and  manag- 
ing editor  Dave  Madsen,  and 


Doug  Lezetfe  of  WSHM  speaks  during  a  roundlable  discussion  at  the 
Valley  Press  Club  s  annual  commimicalions  conference,  which  was 
held  at  WNEC  on  January  9.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.wnec.edu/news. 


WSHM  CBS-3  anchor  and 
news  director  Doug  Lezette, 
among  others. 

The  highlight  of  the  day 
was  the  luncheon  in  Rivers 
Arena  that  honored  the  late 
Jack  O'Niell  with  a  lifetime 
achievement  award. 

His  distinguished  career 
included  working  for  WHYN 
Radio  in  1968  as  a  newscaster, 
before  taking  on  the  television 


market  as  ABC-40's  sports  di- 
rector, where  he  remained  un- 
til 1981. 

O'Nieli  died  this  past  De- 
cember after  a  long  battle  with 
cancer.  He  was  best  known  in 
the  area  as  the  on-air  voice  of 
UMass  sports. 

Up  until  his  death,  he  also 
worked  for  WMAS  Radio  and 
Springfield  Technical  Com- 
munity College. 


The  Westerner  Wants  You! 


We're  currently  looking  for 
students  to  work  as: 

Layout  Designers 
Staff  Writers 
Section  Editors 
Photographers 

Meetings  are  Mondays  at  6 
in  Rivers  103 


You  do  not  need  to  be  on  staff  to  submit 
articles,  letters,  or  pictures.  For  more 

information,  or  to  submit  content, 
contact  Thewesternersn@yahoo.com 


■radKJDS  "  continued 
their  own  radKlDS  courses  in 
the  community. 

The  radKIDS  website 
{www.radkids.org),  gives  some 
staggering  statistics  on  why  it's 
so  important  to  teach  defensive 
skills  to  children. 

Did  you  know  that  child 
is  abused  or  neglected  every  35 
seconds  in  America?  Or  that  1 
in  3  girls  and  I  in  7  boys  will  be 
molested  before  they  turn  18? 

It's  these  statistics  that 
should  move  the  general  popu- 
lation to  see  the  need  for  edu- 
cating children  with  programs 
such  as  radKJDS. 

Last  summer,  WNEC 
hosted  a  radKIDS  instructor's 
class,  which  consisted  mostly 
of  police  officers  and  physical 
education  teachers,  with  some 
traveling  from  as  far  as  central 
Maine  and  western  Pennsylva- 
nia. 

To  become  instructors.  30 


hours  of  instruction  (usually  in 
a  three-day  period)  along  with 
a  physical  and  academic  test  are 
required.  . 

Instructor  Stephen  M.  Dal- 
ey is  the  executive  director  of 
radKIDS,  and  is  responsible  for 
running  the  instructor  classes. 
Occasionally  assisting  him  is 
Judy  Curran,  who  is  a  major 
component  of  radKIDS  and  its 
connection  with  the  college. 

Curran  also  teaches  a  Rape 
Aggression  Defense  (RAD) 
women's  course  for  physical 
education  credit.  She  strongly 
encourages  her  graduates  to 
look  into  becoming  radKIDS 
instructors. 

If  you  want  more  informa- 
tion on  the  course,  which  will 
be  offered  again  next  semester, 
visit  www.wnec.edu/radkids. 

To  find  out  more  about  the 
program,  please  visit  the  organi- 
zation's website  or  contact  them 
at  radKIDS@radKIDS.org. 


"Darfur  "  con  tunned 

The  World  Healtli  Or- 
ganization suggests  that  over 
400,000  Africans  have  been 
slaughtered  in  Darfur  since 
2002.  "If  that's  not  a  reason  to 
act,  what  is?"  asked  Connecti- 
cut Senator  Christopher  Dodd. 

As  the  violence  continues, 
the  international  community 
will  need  to  come  together  to 


cease  hostilities  in  the  Darfxir 
region. 

Most  leaders  seem  to  agree 
tliat  building  a  broad  coalition 
of  nations  and  putting  in  place 
stronger  sanctions  will  force 
the  Sudanese  government  into 
an  ultimatum:  end  the  violence, 
or  face  an  intemationai  military 
response. 


ENTERTAINMENT 
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Night  at  the  Museum  Better  Than  Predicted 

n 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


The  holiday  season  brought  out  a 
number  of  new  movies,  ranging  from 
ihe  animated  children's  movie  Char- 
lotte's Web  to  the  gory  yuletide  hor- 
ror film  Black  Christmas.  One  winter 
movie  that's  entertaining  for  audiences 
of  ail  ages  is  the  comedy  Night  at  the 
Museum. 

Night  at  the  Museum,  based  on  a 
book  of  the  same  title,  tells  the  story  of 
Larry  Daley  (Ben  Stiller),  a  divorced 
dad  who  spends  his  time  looking  for 


work.  In  desperation,  he  applies  for  a 
job  at  the  Museum  of  Natural  History. 
Upon  arriving  there,  he  discovers  that 
the  job  opening  was  for  a  position  as  a 
night  guard. 

After  receiving  a  pep  talk  and 
an  instruction  manual  from  the  three 
previous  night  guards  Cecil,  Gus,  and 
Reginald  (Dick  Van  Dyke,  Mickey 
Rooney,  and  Bill  Cobbs),  Larry  goes  to 


work  on  his  first  night  thinking  it  wilt 
be  a  piece  of  cake. 

It  doesn't  take  long  before  things 
start  coming  to  life,  and  Larry  real- 
izes that  this  job  is  more  than  what  he 
expected.  Whether  he  is  running  from 
Huns,  chasing  treasure  thieves,  beating 
up  a  monkey,  or  mediating  arguments 
between  miniature  Romans  and  cow- 
boys, Stiller's  character  is  always  at 


"The  special  effects  and  comedy  are  done 
well,  and  the  acting  is  much  better  than 
it's  portrayed  in  most  reviews." 


TV  Guy's  "Bauer  Hour" 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 


Keifer  Sutherland  enters  his  sixth  season 
playing  Jack  Bauer  on  the  Fox  drama  24. 
Photo  Courtesy  ofwww.justjared.com. 

In  my  opinion,  January  offers  two 
major  things:  a  new  set  of  classes,  and 
a  new  season  of  24.  Although  we  all 
miss  Bauer  and  company  during  the 
fall,  1  really  have  to  hand  it  to  Fox  for 
giving  us  the  show  four  months  per 
year  with  no  repeats.  They  know  how 
to  satisfy  our  addictions. 

I'm  pretty  tough  on  long-run- 
ning series  that  add  a  plethora  of  new 
characters,  but  24  somehow  merits  an 
exception.  You  probably  recognized 
President  Palmer's  new  chief  of  staff, 
Tom.  as  Charlie's  best  friend  Larry 
from  Numb3rs.  Also,  the  suspicious 
client  of  Sandra  Palmer  played  Presi- 
dent Mackenzie  Allen's  chief  of  staff 
on  Commander  in  Chief  last  season. 
These  characters  have  a  lot  in  store  for 
themselves  "today,"  and  1  seem  to  have 
already  developed  a  connection  with 
them. 

While  1  didn't  think  that  this  year's 
four-hour  premiere  was  the  show's 
strongest,  it  certainly  had  its  creative 
moments  (who  could  ever  forget  the 
"Jesus  Christ"  look).  Perhaps  you 
weren't  as  observant  as  I  was,  but  the 
timing  of  the  events  that  Jack  endured 


during  the  opening  episodes  seemed  a 
bit  idealistic. 

Don't  get  me  wrong:  I  worship 
Jack  Bauer.  However,  I  wasn't  sold 
on  the  idea  that  he  managed  to  es- 
cape from  captivity  by  killing  a  man 
with  his  teeth,  convince  C.T.U.  that  a 
known  terrorist  is  now  on  their  side, 
cruise  around  the  freeways  in  min- 
utes during  the  morning  commute,  and 
murder  one  of  his  best  partners  (RIP, 
Curtis!),  all  after  being  tortured  for  the 
last  two  years  by  the  Chinese  and  hav- 
ing a  knife  rammed  into  his  shoulder 
just  hours  before.  Then  again,  what 
isn't  fake  in  Los  Angeles  today? 

Yeah,  I  know  I'm  a  bit  picky,  but 
given  the  intense  nature  of  24,  there's 
no  way  the  show  could  survive  simply 
on  likeable  characters,  which  is  why  I 
still  find  the  plots  very  intriguing.  For 
starters,  I  don't  think  I've  ever  been  as 
supportive  of  a  fictional  president  as  1 
am  of  Wayne  Palmer.  How  can  you  not 
want  this  man  to  run  a  peacefiil  Amer- 
ica? Amidst  the  (literally)  explosive 
terror  attacks  plaguing  America,  we're 
now  seeing  a  different  type  of  twist  to 
the  series. 

In  the  season  opener.  President 
Palmer  nearly  sacrificed  Jack  to  the 
terrorists  in  order  to  stop  the  attacks. 
As  the  season  progresses,  we  will  be- 
gin to  notice  that  while  the  first  five 
seasons  involved  Jack  trying  to  save  a 
certain  population,  this  season  he  will 
focus  on  trying  to  save  himself 

Despite  my  petty  reservations,  I 
encourage  you  to  watch  all  24  hours 
this  year.  Most  long-running  dramas 
start  turning  stale  and  mind-numbing 
by  season  six.  However,  I  have  a  feel- 
ing that  we'll  be  just  as  glued  to  this 
series  as  we've  ever  been.  It's  going  to 
be  a  hard  day's  night,  that's  for  sure! 


the  center  of  some  scene  of  action  or 
comedy. 

While  not  the  blockbuster  hit  of 
the  year.  Night  at  the  Museum  is  an 
amusing  film  that  is  much  better  than 
the  critics  suggest. 

Night  at  the  Museum  received  ex- 
tremely poor  reviews  in  newspapers 
and  on  the  internet,  but  it  opened  with 
$30.8  million  and  held  the  top  box  of- 
fice spot  for  more  than  three  weeks, 
earning  a  current  total  of  over  $167 
million  in  the  United  States  alone. 

Critics  claimed  that  the  film  was 
too  noisy,  and  that  the  comedic  talents 
of  Stiller,  Van  Dyke,  Owen  Wilson 
(Jedediah,  a  miniature  cowboy),  and 


Ben  Stiller  plays  a  security  guard  in  this 
year  s  comedy  hit  "Night  at  the  Museum.  " 

Photo  courtesy  of  www.smh.com. 
star  of  the  BBC  comedy  Extras  Ricky 
Gervais  (Dr.  McPhee)  were  wasted. 
However,  the  movie's  popularity  and 
success  at  the  box  office  seem  to  coun- 
ter the  negative  opinions  of  critics. 

Overall,  Night  at  the  Museum  is  a 
good  movie  to  watch  with  the  family, 
or  with  friends  just  for  flin.  The  special 
effects  and  comedy  are  done  well,  and 
the  acting  is  much  better  than  it's  por- 
trayed in  most  reviews. 
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WNEC  Athletics  Teams  Move  to  a  New  Conference 


Diana  Sigona 

Staff  Writer 


Have  you  ever  gone  to 
hockey  and  football  games 
dressed  in  blue  and  gold  and  lost 
your  voice  when  rooting  for  the 
team?  Have  you  ever  rushed  to 
catch  the  final  minutes  of  Men's 
and  Women's  basketball,  or  lost 


count  of  how  many  goals  the  la- 
crosse team  scored? 

Athletics  are  a  huge  part 
of  college  life.  To  some,  it's  the 
most  important  part  of  college 
life.  To  others,  it's  the  thrill  of 
the  rivalry  and  stimulation  of 
the  event. 

Western  New  England 
College  has  an  excellent  reputa- 


tion not  only  for  academics,  but 
also  for  our  athletic  teams  and 
programs.  This  reputation  will 
continue  to  grow  in  2007  with 
a  major  change:  the  college  will 
be  joining  the  Commonwealth 
Coast  Conference  (CCC). 

The  CCC  has  its  own  phi- 
losophy that's  aimed  at  increas- 
ing the  excellence  of  the  student 


Patriots  Lose  AFC  Title  Game 


Michelle  O'Shepa 

Stajf  Writer 


During  the  last  three  sec- 
onds of  the  San  Diego/New 
England  game,  I  was  a  nervous 
wreck.  Like  many  Patriot  fans 
around  the  world,  1  held  my 
breath  as  Nate  Kaeding,  the  field 
goal  kicker  for  the  Chargers, 
came  up  short  on  a  54-yard  field 
goal  attempt.  That  miss  sent  the 
Patriots  on  their  way  to  face  the 
Indianapolis  Colts  for  a  shot  at 
the  AFC  Title. 

The  rivalry  between  the 
Pats  and  Colts  is  one  for  the 
books,  and  everyone  knew  it 
was  going  to  be  a  hard  fou^t 
battle.  Colt's  quarterback  Pey- 
ton Manning  met  eye  to  eye 
with  Patriot's  quarterback  Tom 
Brady  in  the  RCA  Dome  in  In- 
dianapolis on  January  2 1 . 

Being  the  die-hard  Pats  fan 
that  I  am,  I  was  confident  in  my 
team,  and  was  looking  forward 
to  watching  them  head  to  Mi- 
ami to  play  in  their  fourth  Super 
Bowl  in  six  years.  Unfortunate- 
ly, I  had  no  such  luck. 

Asante  Samuel,  who  (in 
my  eyes)  is  perhaps  the  most 
underrated  comerback  in  the 


Former  Patriot  Dan  Klecko  scores  a  touchdown  as  the  Coils  beat  the  Pa- 
triots in  the  AFC  Championship  game.  Photo  courtesy  wmv.palriots.com. 
NFL,  intercepted  Maiming  and    Brady  dropped  back  on  the 


took  the  ball  to  the  end  zone  to 
give  the  Pats  a  21-3  lead  with 
roughly  nine  minutes  left  in  the 
first  half. 

Reche  Caldwell  dropped 
a  sure  touchdown  pass,  which 
definitely  hurt  the  Pats  in  the 
long  run,  as  did  a  penalty  for 
having  12  players  in  the  huddle. 
It  truly  was  a  battle  royal  as  both 
teams  scored  continuously,  and 
it  came  down  to  the  Colts  lead- 
ing 38-34  with  one  minute  left 
in  the  fourth  quarter. 

The  Patriots  had  two  time 
outs  left,  but  wasted  too  much 
precious  time,  finally  using  one 
with  about  24  seconds  left.  At 
this  point  I  was  pacing  around 
the  room  and  almost  couldn't 
deal  with  the  pressure! 

The  Patriots  needed  a 
touchdown  to  win  the  game. 


Colts  45-yard  line  and  looked 
down  the  middle.  The  Colts' 
Marlin  Jackson  read  the  pass  all 
the  way  and  picked  off  the  last 
pass  of  the  game.  I  was  heart- 
broken, and  really  couldn't  be- 
lieve what  just  happened. 

Although  the  Patriots  are 
not  the  same  team  they  have 
been  in  previous  years  due  to 
injuries  and  trades,  they  worked 
hard  to  get  as  far  as  they  did. 
Three  Super  Bowls  in  five  years 
is  very  impressive,  and  even 
if  you  aren't  a  Pats  fan,  you  at 
least  have  to  respect  them. 

Despite  what  Charters* 
running  back  LaDainian  Tom- 
linson  said  about  the  Patriots 
being  '*unclassy,"  I  think  it's 
quite  the  opposite;  and  they 
have  coach  Bill  Bellchick  to 
thank  for  that. 


athlete  experience  and  working 
together  as  an  organization  to 
improve  athletics,  facilities,  and 
the  experience  as  a  whole. 

The  CCC  conducts  more 
organized  business  and  is  man- 
aged on  a  higher  scale  than  oth- 
er conferences,  which  means 
more  competition  and  a  greater 
reputation  on  and  off  the  field. 
Schools  currently  in  the  CCC 
have  used  WNEC  as  a  model 
to  strengthen  their  departments 
and  expand  their  resources. 

In  a  recent  interview  with 
WNEC  Athletic  Director  Mi- 
chael Theulen,  the  implications 
of  switching  fi-om  our  current 
athletic  conference  were  dis- 
cussed. Currently,  all  WNEC 
teams  are  in  the  Greater  North- 
east Conference  (GNAC).  with 
the  exception  of  Women's  and 
Men's  Lacrosse  and  Women's 
Field  Hockey. 

One  of  the  main  reasons 
the  change  is  occurring  is  to 
save  the  longevity  of  these  three 
sports.  In  2004.  WNEC's  athlet- 
ic department  pondered  the  op- 
tion of  switching  conferences. 

The  application  process 
took  some  time,  but  by  next 
year  every  team  will  be  in  the 
CCC,  with  the  exception  of 
Men's  Hockey. 

Director  Theulen's  task  is 
to  give  student  athletes  an  ex- 
perience that  is  second-to-none. 
For  both  coaches  and  athletes, 
competing  in  the  CCC  will  be  a 
meaningftil,  fiin,  and  first-class 
experience. 

Theulen  comments,  "'I 
have  worked  and  been  on  great 
terms  with  schools  in  the  CCC 
for  many  years,  and  they  know 


our  athletes  behave  exception- 
ally, professionally,  and  have 
respectful  attitudes.  They  are 
really  looking  forward  to  wel- 
coming and  embracing  us. 

"We  grew  beyond  the 
GNAC,  and  we  pushed  as  far 
as  we  could  in  the  conference. 
We  had  part-time  coaches  for  a 
long  time,  and  now  most  of  our 
coaches  are  all  full  time,"  says 
Theulen. 

There  are  many  small  pri- 
vate schools  in  New  England. 
This  change  will  help  the  repu- 
tation of  the  school  grow  to  new 
heights. 

WNEC  will  soon  be  the 
1 4th  addition  to  the  CCC.  Com- 
peting institutions  include  New 
England  College.  Roger  Wil- 
liams University,  Endicott  Col- 
lege, and  Salve  Regina  Univer- 
sity. 

In  the  2005-2006  aca- 
demic year,  five  WNEC  teams 
participated  in  the  NCAA  D-III 
championship.  This  change  will 
help  develop  a  field  of  higher 
competitive  experience  and  en- 
hance our  coaches  and  athlete's 
skills,  abilities,  and  overall  per- 
fonnance. 

Softball  captain  Meredith 
Pacelli  has  been  with  the  team 
her  entire  college  career,  help- 
ing win  two  GNAC  titles.  "It's 
going  to  be  difhcult,  because 
the  teams  in  the  CCC  have  been 
playing  each  other  for  years. 

"We  are  the  newcomers, 
and  [we]  don't  know  how  these 
teams  play,  who  their  key  play- 
ers are,  or  their  styles  of  play- 
ing. All  in  ail,  we  will  have  to 
step  it  up... and  that  goes  for 
every  WNEC  team." 


UPCOMING  WINTER  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Games  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  a 


MEN'S  ICE  HOCKEY 

WbMEN'S  BASKETBALL 

02/03 

Sat 

Framingbam  State  College  c 

7:30  PM 

01/31 

Wed 

Simmons  College  c 

7:00  PM 

02/10 

Sat 

Salve  Regina  University  c 

8:30  PM 

02/03 

Sat 

Rivier  College  c 

1:00  PM 

02/14 

Wed 

Becker  College 

8:35  PM 

02/06 

Tae 

Springfield  College 

5:30  PM 

WOMEN'S  SWIMMING 

02/08 

Thu 

Curry  College 

7:00  PM 

01/31 

Wed 

St.  Joseph  (Conn.) 

7:00  PM 

02/10 

Sat 

Emerson  College  c 

1:00  PM 

02/02 

Fri 

Western  Connecticut  State  University 

7:00  PM 

02/12 

Mon 

Daniel  Webster  College  c 

6:00  PM 

02/03 

Sat 

University  of  New  England 

1:00  PM 

02/14 

Wed 

7:00  P^mn 

02/07 

Wed 

Eastern  Connecticut  State  University 

7:00  PM 

Suffolk  University  c  ^////j^^ 

MEN'S  BASKETBALL 

MEN  S  WRESTLING 

01/31 

Wed 

Daniel  Webster  College  c 

7:00  PM 

02/04 

Sun 

Wesleyan  University  (CT) 

TEA 

02/03 

Sat 

Rivier  College  c 

3:00  PM 

02/04 

Sun 

State  University  College  at  Oneonta 

TEA 

02/06 

Tue 

Emerson  College  c 

7:30  PM 

02/04 

Sun 

Williams  College 

Noon 

02/10 

Sat 

Johoson  and  Wales  University  c 

3:00  PM 

02/09 

Fri 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 

TEA 

02/13 

Tiie 

Albertus  Magnus  College  c 

7:00  PM 

02/09 

Fri 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Academy 

6:00  PM 
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Woodrow  Named  Director  of  Public  Safety 


Jeff  Lee 

Staff  Writer 


Western  New  England 
College  has  named  Adam 
Woodrow  the  Director  of  Pub- 
lic Safety.  After  more  than 
twenty  years  with  the  College, 
Woodrow  will  now  oversee 
the  entire  Public  Safety  De- 
partment and  continue  efforts 
to  maintain  a  secure  campus 
environment. 

Chief  Woodrow  served 
with  police  departments  in 
Granby  and  Amherst,  MA, 
before  coming  to  the  College 
in  1986.  He  holds  two  degrees 
from  the  College:  a  Bachelor 
of  Science  degree  in  Law  En- 
forcement and  a  masters  de- 
gree in  Criminal  Justice  Ad- 
ministration. 

Like  many  Public  Safety 


officers,  Woodrow  has  a  strong 
connection  to  the  campus.  He 
says  that  he  and  his  depart- 
ment are  "invested  in  the  Col- 
lege; this  isn't  just  a  job,  we 
all  take  pride  in  keeping  the 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege community  safe." 

Approaching  student-re- 
lated issues  is  a  large  focus 
for  the  Department,  and  Chief 
Woodrow  is  confident  that  his 
unique  experiences  with  the 
College  will  help  him  address 
those  concerns. 

"1  went  to  school  here;  I 
lived  in  Berkshire  and  Hamp- 
den Halls.  I  know  what's  in- 
volved with  the  social  aspects 
of  living  on  a  college  campus, 
and  I  think  that  helps  me  in 
understanding  where  students 
come  from,"  he  said. 

Chief  Woodrow  believes 


Adam  Woodrow.  an  alumnus  and  20 year  veteran  of  ihe  department 
was  named  WNEC  s  new  Director  of  Public  Safety  this  spring.  Photo 

courtesy  of  David  Stawasz.  WNEC  Marketing  Department 
that  in  dealing  with  students,    acting  in  the  world.  "Every- 


education  is  the  most  im- 
portant factor.  This  prompts 
the  Department  to  work  with 
WNEC  administrators  and 
faculty  to  enforce  the  learning 
process  about  living  and  inter- 


thing  should  be  a  part  of  the 
student's  development,"  said 
Woodrow. 

Woodrow 's  predecessor 
was  Chief  Gary  Barnes,  who 
Continued  on  page  5. 


College  Radio  Temporarily  Shut  Down 


Matthew  Caron 

Staff  Writer 

C 0 1  lege  rad i o  stat  ion 
WNEK  1 05. 1 FM  is  shut  down 
after  Public  Safety  responded 
to  a  call  at  the  station  on  No- 
vember 15  that  resulted  in 
multiple  student  discipline 
hearings.  Two  DJs  and  their 
eight  guests  were  caught  after 
operation  hours,  intoxicated 
and  swearing  on  the  air. 

"The  incident  resulted 
in  the  immediate  expulsion 


of  the  two  DJs  [from  the  ra- 
tio staion]."  said  Operations 
Manager  Tim  Allard.  A  student 
who  was  caught  that  night  told 
the  Westerner  that  she  and  oth- 
ers in  attendance  were  put  on 
academic  probation. 

The  disciplines  enforced 
ranged  from  educational  sanc- 
tion to  loss  of  housing. 

"We  looked  at  each  per- 
son's past  record  of  discipline 
and  went  from  there,"  stated 
Dean  Maureen  Keizer.  who 
handled  the  case.  "Obviously, 


The  College  radio  station  was  voluntarily  taken  offline  after  a 
November  J  5  incident  that  resulted  in  a  Public  Safety  response. 


we  look  to  our  media  groups  to 
be  credible  and  responsible." 

The  call  was  placed  to  the 
Office  ofPublic  Safety  at  12:06 
A.M.  The  informant  said  they 
heard  loud  music  and  yelling 
coming  from  an  open  window. 
Public  Safety  dispatched  two 
officers  to  investigate. 

"Our  officers  knocked  on 
the  door  and  found  alcohol  in 
plain  sight,"  stated  WNEC  Po- 
lice Chief  Adam  Woodrow. 
None  of  the  students  involved 
in  the  incident  resisted  arrest 
in  any  way. 

"They  were  identified... 
paperwork  was  generated. . . 
and  they  were  sent  on  their 
way."  said  Woodrow.  Details 
of  exactly  what  was  said  on 
the  air  have  not  been  released. 

The  day  after  the  incident, 
Allard  received  word  from  the 
ciub  advisor  that  the  incident 
had  occurred.  "It  was  after 
operation  hours,  in  a  school 
facility,  with  alcohol  that  was 
spilled  on  our  equipment  and 
swearing  on  the  air... they 
messed  up  in  about  ten  differ- 
ent ways."  Allard  explained. 

A  board  meeting  was  held 
that  day.  and  the  decision  was 


made  to  shut  down  the  radio 
station  pending  a  review  and 
reconstruction  of  their  policies 
and  procedures. 

"It's  disappointing,"  Al- 
lard stated.  "They  knew  the 
rules,  but  our  means  of  enforc- 
ing them  were  inadequate,  so 
we  decided  it  would  be  best  to 
shut  down." 

Both  Allard  and  former 
Program  Director  Matt  Da- 
vis said  that  they  wish  Pub- 
lic Safety  had  informed  them 
of  the  events  immediately.  "I 
should  have  gotten  a  call  that 
night."  stated  Davis.  Allard 
agreed,  saying,  "If  someone 
broke  into  the  Sleilh  computer 
lab,  they  would  contact  the  lab 
managers  and  tell  them  what 
happened  right  away." 

Though  ftnstrated  with 
the  handling  of  the  incident, 
the  members  of  WNEK  ac- 
knowledge that  their  real  fius- 
tration  lies  with  the  two  DJs, 
who  were  afforded  access  to 
the  broadcasting  room  trough 
their  student  IDs. 

WNEK  105.1  operates 
under  the  Federal  Communi- 
cations Commission  regula- 
Continued  on  page  5. 
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Advertisements  Create  Boston  Bomb  Scare 


Jonathan  O^Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

The  city  of  Boston  was 
brought  to  a  halt  recently  by 
an  advertising  campaign  for 
Cartoon  Network. 

On  February  1,  authori- 
ties received  a  call  concerning 
a  suspicious  looking  device 
hanging  in  the  city.  The  device 
had  wires  protruding  from  it, 
and  looked  like  it  could  be  a 
bomb. 

Once  the  word  was  out, 
police  noticed  other  suspi- 
cious devices  throughout  the 
city  in  key  areas,  such  as  Feij- 
way  Park,  several  highway 
overpasses,  and  at  least  one 
subway  station. 

Boston  police  responded 
in  force,  closing  sections  of 
the  city  and  bringing  in  the 
bomb  squad,  which  detonated 
at  least  one  of  the  devices. 

As  it  turns  out,  the  devic- 
es were  not  dangerous.  They 


The  suspicious  devices  thai  shut  down  the  city  of  Boston  on  February 
I  (left)  were  actually  lighl-up  advertisements  for  Cartoon  Network. 
Photos  courtesy  of  www.decalurdaily.com  and  www.news.yahoo.com 


were  part  of  a  marketing  cam- 
paign for  the  Cartoon  Network 
program  Aqua  Teen  Hunger 
Force,  part  of  the  network's 
Adult  Swim  lineup. 

The  signs  in  question 
were  battery  powered  and  re- 
sembled Lite  Brite  toys.  The 
sign,  which  lit  up  at  night, 
depicted  a  talking  milkshake 
(one  of  the  show's  characters, 
along  with  a  meatball  and  a 
box  of  fries)  giving  passers-by 
the  finger.  They  had  been  in 
place  for  over  two  weeks. 

The  city  of  Boston  was 


oufraged  by  what  they  were 
calling  a  "bomb  hoax."  Of- 
ficials estimated  that  the  re- 
sponse cost  the  city  in  upwards 
of  $500,000. 

Many  were  critical  of  the 
city's  response,  claiming  that 
"anybody  under  the  age  of  35 
knew  exactly  what  the  signs 
were."  Others  claimed  that  the 
city  overreacted,  as  signs  were 
placed  in  nine  other  cities  with 
no  reported  problems. 

In  the  bail  hearing  for 
the  two  men  accused  of  plac- 
ing the  devices,  MA  Assistant 


Attorney  General  John  Gross- 
man said,  "The  appearance  of 
this  device  and  its  location  are 
crucial.  This  device  looks  like 
a  bomb."  Gallery  members  in 
attendance  audibly  snickered. 

Despite  the  questions 
about  guilt  or  innocence.  Turn- 
er Broadcasting  (the  parent 
network  of  Cartoon  Network), 
along  with  their  marketing 
company,  have  already  agreed 
to  a  $2  million  settlement. 

The  agreement  resolves 
any  potential  civil  or  criminal 
claims  against  the  company. 
Half  of  the  money  will  go  to 
pay  for  the  trouble  caused, 
while  the  other  half  will  fund 
various  Homeland  Security 
projects. 

Turner  apologized  for 
the  unconventional  advertis- 
ing tactics,  and  indicated  that 
they  meant  no  harm  to  Boston. 
They  fully,  complied  with  law 
enforcement  about  sign  place- 
ment in  all  10  cities. 
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Anna  Nicole  Smith  Dies  after  Collapsing  in  Hotel 


Matthew  Caron 

Staff  Writer 

Anna  Nicole  Smith,  tlie 
reality  television  star  and  for- 
mer playboy  model  died  after 
collapsing  in  her  Seminole, 
Florida  hotel  room  on  Febru- 
ary 8. 

Smith,  39.  was  rushed  to 
the  hospital,  where  she  died 
approximately  30  minutes  af- 
ter arrival  at  2:45  P.M. 

The  cause  of  Smith's 
death  is  under  investigation. 
An  autopsy  was  performed  on 
February  9,  but  the  cause  of 
death  is  still  unknown 

Dr.  Joshua  Perper, 
Chief  Medical  Examiner  for 
Broward  County,  said  that 
"if  Anna  died  from  natural 
causes... the  findings  will  be 
announced  sooner  than  if  we 
find  another  cause." 

Seminole  Police  Chief 
Charlie  Tiger  explained  that 
Smith's  nurse,  who  was  the 
only  one  with  her  at  the  time. 


placed  a  call  to  paramedics  at 
1:38  P.M. 

While  awaiting  their  ar- 
rival, Smith's  bodyguard 
performed  CPR.  The  streets 
surrounding  the  hotel  were 
blocked  off  and  Anna  was 
rushed  to  Memorial  Regional 
Hospital,  three  miles  from  her 
hotel. 

According  to  hospital 
staff,  Smith  died  with  her  boy- 
friend, Howard  K.  Stem,  by 
her  side. 

Ronald  Rale,  Smith's 
lawyer,  stated  that  Smith  had, 
"flu- like  symptoms  on  Febru- 
ary 6,"  but  otherwise  seemed 
fine. 

Rumors  about  the  cause 
of  Smith's  death  are  dominat- 
ing the  national  media.  Smith 
recently  got  out  of  an  alco- 
hol rehabilitation  center,  was 
known  to  those  close  to  her  for 
abusing  illegal  substances. 

According  to  Rale.  Smith, 
who  was  still  grieving  after 
the  death  of  her  20  year-old 


son  Daniel,  was  "taking  [his 
death]  hard." 

Her  son  died  suddenly  in 
September  after  an  acciden- 
tal drug  overdose.  His  death 
came  just  three  days  after 
the  birth  of  Smith's  daughter, 
Dannielynn. 

"Poor  Anna  Nicole,"  Rale 
said,  "She's  been  the  under- 
dog. She's  been  besieged... 
and  she  been  trying  her  best 
and  nobody  should  have  to  en- 
dure what  she's  endured." 

During  the  time  of 
Smith's  death,  she  was  embat- 
tled in  a  paternity  suit  with  her 
current  boyfiiend.  Stem,  and 
her  previous  boyfriend  Larry 
Birkhead,  who  claims  to  be 
the  father  of  her  young  child. 

"Anna  Nicole  had  a  life 
riddled  with  problems,"  stat- 
ed her  hairdresser  and  friend 
Bobby  Trendy. 

Bom  Vicky  Lynn  Hogan 
in  Texas,  1967,  Smith  married 
at  the  age  of  1 6  and  divorced  2 
years  later. 


Former  Playboy  model  and  TrimSpa  spokesman  Anna  Nicole  Smith, 
39.  died  suddenly  last  Thursday  after  collapsing  in  her  Florida  hotel 
room.  Photo  courtesy  of  wwnv.news.yahoo.com. 

In  1993  she  was  named    ed  over  his  mulli  biUion-dollar 


Playboy's  Playmate  of  the 
Year,  and  shortly  after  mar- 
ried wealthy  Texas  Oil  Tycoon 
Howard  J.  Marshall,  who  was 
89  at  the  time  of  the  marriage. 

In  1995,  Marshall  died, 
and  a  messy  legal  battle  erupt- 


estate.  One  year  later.  Smith 
filed  for  bankruptcy. 

Before  her  reality  show 
in  2002,  she  filed  a  lawsuit 
with  TrimSpa  Weight  Loss,  ail 
while  simultaneously  battling 
anorexia  and  drug  addiction. 


Gardasil:  The  Medical  Miracle  You  Don't  Know  About 


Krystal  Katsouleris 

Assistant  Editor 

Compare  crossing  Breck- 
wood  Circle  to  crossing  Wil- 
braham  Road  and  to  crossing 
the  Mass  Pike  at  rush  hour  on 
a  Friday  night.  As  the  number 
of  cars  on  the  roads  increases, 
so  do  your  chances  of  getting 
turned  into  a  roadklll  pan- 
cake. 

It's  the  same  with  the 
numbers  of  sexual  partners 
and  the  chance  of  contracting 
the  Human  Papillomavirus  Vi- 
rus (HPV),  or  any  other  STD 
for  that  matter. 

HPV  is  an  important  STD 
to  know,  which  is  why  Kathy 
Reid  and  the  rest  of  the  Health 
Services  office  are  part  of  a  na- 
tional grassroots  campaign  to 
make  all  young  people  aware 
of  the  far-reaching  effects  of 
the  virus. 

Why  now?  Because  there 
is  good  news  about  this  pos- 
sibly devastating  disease,  and 
people  need  to  be  made  aware 
of  the  medical  maladies  con- 
nected to  HPV  and  why  it  is  so 
important  to  prevent  contract- 
ingit. 


The  two  major  diseases 
that  can  come  from  HPV  are 
genital  warts  and  cervical 
cancer.  You  read  right;  a  can- 
cer caused  by  a  virus.  "This 
correlation  between  a  cancer 
and  a  virus  is  the  first  one  [the 
medical  field]  has  ever  made. 
In  science,  that's  huge,"  Reid 
stated. 

HPV  can  only  be  diag- 
nosed in  women  because  it 
only  seems  to  affect  them, 
which  is  one  of  the  many  rea- 
sons why  "if  you've  ever  had 
sexual  intercourse,  you  should 
be  having  annual  Paps — that's 
a  fact."  remarked  Reid. 

Here  are  some  more  gen- 
eral facts  about  HPV  that  Reid 
was  so  kind  to  share  with  The 
Westerner.  HPV  can  lay  dor- 
mant, even  for  a  decade;  at 
least  95%.  if  not  100%.  of  all 
cervical  cancer  is  caused  by 
HPV;  there  is  no  genetic  pre- 
disposition for  abnormal  Paps 
or  cervical  cancer;  and  an  ab- 
normal Pap  doesn't  always 
equal  HPV. 

There  is  good  news,  how- 
ever: Gardasil.  This  vaccine 
was  approved  by  the  FDA  af- 
ter four  trials  that  ended  with 


the  same  results:  the  reduction 
and  prevention  of  contracting 
the  two  major  strains  of  HPV 
that  cause  70%  of  cervical  can- 
cer and  90%  of  genital  warts. 
As  of  now,  the  vaccine  is  only 
available  to  women,  but  a  for- 
mula is  currently  undergoing 
clinical  trials  in  men. 

"We're  talking  about  not 
just  the  elimination  or  the  de- 
crease of  people  that  will... get 
cervical  cancer;  we're  talking 
about  the  decrease  of  people 
who  will  have  to  have  all  these 
procedures,  go  through  all  this 
worry,  this  embarrassment; 
it  just  goes  on  and  on,"  said 
Reid. 

The  vaccine  comes  In  a 
series  of  three  shots.  For  more 
information,  call  Health  Ser- 
vices for  all  of  the  details  on 
how  to  get  the  vaccine  right 
here  at  Western  New  England 
College. 

Since  the  vaccine  is  ap- 
proved for  giris  as  young  as 
nine,  Reid  hopes  that  the  "pe- 
diatricians take  this  right  out 
of  our  hands.  I  hope  [they]  do 
their  job  and  treat  it  like  every 
other  vaccine." 

To  those  parents  who  are 


wary  about  giving  their  daugh- 
ter a  vaccine  for  an  STD,  Reid 
offers  two  counter-points:  kids 
already  are  given  Hepatitis  B 
shots,  which  is  an  STD. 

She  also  offered  this  ad- 
vice: "Wlien  you're  a  mom 
and  you  bring  your  daughter 
for  her  vaccine(s),  you  cer- 


tainly don't  sit  and  explain, 
*Okay,  this  is  called  the  MMR: 
measles,  mumps,  and  rubella; 
now  let  me  tell  you  what  each 
of  these  diseases  are." 

"Here's  what  you  do: 
you  say,  'shut  up.  roll  up  your 
sleeve,  and  don't  embarrass 
me  in  front  of  the  doctor.'" 


Health  Beauty,  &  Poker  Expo 

When:  February  19, 2-6  PM 
Where:  AHLC  Lobby 

Hair  Stylists 
Manicurists 
Massage  Therapist 
Dieticians  and  Calorie  Counts 
Eyebrow  Experts 
Texas  Hold  Em  Poker  Tournament  (2  8  RM.) 
Cholesterol  &  Blood  Sugar  Testing 
Blood  Pressure  &  Body  Fat  Readings 
Skin  Cancer  Booth 
Gardasil  Booth 
SFoot  Grinders 

Nacho  Bar 
Coffee  &  Sodas 
All  FI*EE  (A college  student's  dream!) 
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Epic  Movie  Hovers  Between  Hilarious  and  Lame 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


Some  comedy  movies  are 
hilarious.  Other  comedy  mov- 
ies are  incredibly  stupid.  The 
recently  released  Epic  Movie 
somehow  manages  to  fall  into 
both  categories. 

Belonging  to  the  same 
line  of  parodies  as  the  Scary 


and  crams  them  into  a  story- 
line that  loosely  parallels  The 
Chronicles  of  Narnia. 

The  film  starts  out  with 
four  orphans  from  various  sit- 
uations who  acquire  "Golden 
Tickets"  that  invite  them  to 
take  part  in  an  "Epic  Adven- 
ture." A  trip  to  Wonka's  fac- 
tory leads  to  the  discovery  of 
a  magical  wardrobe  that  takes 
them  to  the  land  of  Gnamia 


''Epic  Movie  is  probably  not 
for  people  who  are  put  off  by  a 
steady  stream  of  lame  jokes..." 


Movie  series,  Date  Movie,  and 
Not  Another  Teen  Movie,  Epic 
Movie  pokes  ftin  at  some  of 
the  biggest  films  of  2006,  and 
also  pokes  fiin  at  a  few  televi- 
sion shows  and  celebrities. 

Basically,  Epic  Mov- 
ie takes  elements  from  big 
name  movies,  including  Pi- 
rates of  the  Caribbean,  X- 
Men,  Star  Wars.  Harry  Potter, 
The  Da  Vinci  Code.  Snakes 
on  a  Plane,  Charlie  and  the 
Chocolate  Factory,  and  Borat, 


(spelled  with  a  G  for  "legal 
reasons,"  as  explained  by  the 
faun  guide  Mr.  Tumnus). 

They  discover  that  the 
land  is  under  the  control  of  an 
evil  queen,  and  travel  around 
getting  help  from  characters 
such  as  an  aged  Harry  Potter 
(who  claims  he's  only  14),  the 
pirate  Captain  Jack  Swallows, 
and  the  X-Men.  After  many 
nonsensical  misadventures, 
the  movie  ends  on  a  ridiculous 
note  after  a  mere  86  minutes. 


Epic  Movie  has  its  ups 
and  downs.  There  are  a  lot  of 
downright  hilarious  moments, 
like  the  martial  artist/albino 
monk  Silas,  or  the  parody  of 
the  character  V  from  V  for 
Vendetta,  who  wears  a  Mi- 
chael Jackson  mask  instead  of 
a  Guy  Fawkes  one  and  tosses 
a  baby  around. 

Other  parts  were  incred- 
ibly cliche,  like  the  overuse  of 
music  video  parodies. 

End  credits  and  dance 
montage  not  included.  Epic 
Movie  lasts  just  a  little  over 
an  hour,  which  makes  it  the 
shortest  movie  in  theaters  in  a 
long  time  (despite  the  tagline 
being  "We  Know  it's  Big.  We 
Measured"). 

Epic  Movie  was  not  re- 
ceived well  by  critics,  earn- 
ing a  3%  rating  on  the  popular 
movie  rating  site  Rotten  To- 
matoes, as  well  as  a  mere  2.2 
stars  out  of  10  on  the  Internet 
Movie  Database. 

It  did  manage  to  open  at 
the  top  of  the  earnings  list, 
gaining  S18.6  million  on  its 
opening   weekend,   a  good 


Kal  Penn  (left)  and  Barrel!  Hammond  star  in  20th  Century  Fox 's 
parody  film  Epic  Movie.  Photocourtesyofwww.movies.yahoo.com. 

gross  considering  the  fact  that 
the  budget  for  the  movie  was 
only  $20  million. 

The  final  verdict:  if 
you're  into  parody  movies  and 
enjoyed  the  Scary  Movie  films 
or  Not  Another  Teen  Movie, 
then  you'll  most  likely  get  a 
kick  out  of  Epic  Movie. 

Magneto  smacking  the 
orphan  Peter  in  the  face  with 
a  locker  door  and  the  Michael 
Jackson-esque  Willy  Wonka 
are  definitely  worth  a  good 
laugh. 


However,  this  movie  is 
probably  not  for  people  who 
are  put  off  by  a  steady  stream 
of  lame  jokes,  or  spending 
around  S8  to  watch  a  film 
that  is  about  the  same  length 
as  some  television  shows. 
Epic  Movie  is  hilarious,  yet 
deranged  and  slightly  disturb- 
ing. 

Langner  Rating:  2  Stars 


The  TV  Guy  Offers  Some  Words  of  Advice 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 


It's  a  natural  occurrence  for  television  series  to  start  losing  their  touch.  The 
following  programs,  though  still  popular,  have  torn  from  their  creative  roots  and 
are  beginning  to  lose  their  fan  bases.  Unfortunately,  this  usually  happens  when 
producers  don't  follow  the  golden  rule  of  television;  "if  it  ain't  broke,  don't  fix 
it!"  Therefore,  being  the  nice  guy  that  1  am,  I  pinpointed  the  wounds  that  need 
some  healing. 

Gilmore  Girls  -  Sorry  folks,  but  this  show  came  to  my  mind  first.  You  all  know 
that  1  have  no  problem  with  the  series  itself,  but  the  turns  it  has  taken  this  year 
merit  some  condemnation.  After  all,  it  was  not  too  long  ago  that  you  could've 
sneezed  during  the  show  and  missed  someone  announcing  an  engagement.  This 
year,  however,  the  stories  seem  to  be  hauling  down  a  dirt  road.  There  is  a  very 
likely  possibility  that  the  current  season  will  be  Gilmore 's  last.  However,  regard- 
less of  what  happens,  the  series  needs  to  shift  the  focus  back  onto  the  leading 
ladies  and  remove  Christopher  for  good.  For  a  character  that  we  used  to  enjoy 
seeing  pop  in,  he  has  irked  most  of  us  more  than  the  citizens  of  Stars  Hollow. 
A  lot  of  permanent  damage  has  been  done,  but  as  long  as  they  continue  to  lead, 
most  will  follow. 

Boston  Legal  - 1  must  admit  that  this  is  my  favorite  show  on  this  list,  but  I'm 
beginning  to  get  a  bit  fed  up  with  the  slew  of  irritating  new  attorneys  being  intro- 
duced at  Crane.  Poole  &  Schmidt.  Boston  Legal  needs  to  continue  focusing  on  its 
foundation:  the  bizarre- yet-terrific  friendship  between  Attorneys  Alan  Shore  and 
Denny  Crane.  These  two  characters,  respectively  portrayed  by  James  Spader  and 
William  Shatner,  have  got  to  be  the  best  "unexpectedly-successful"  duo  of  the 
decade.  Heck,  part  of  me  wants  to  walk  down  the  other  side  of  campus  and  apply 
to  the  Law  School  because  of  them! 


Studio  60  on  the  Sunset  Strip  -  One  of  the  most  anticipated  new  shows  of  the 
season,  this  series  (starring  Friends  alumnus  Matthew  Perry)  takes  a  behind-the- 
scenes  look  at  the  production  of  a  Saturday  Night  Live  type  comedy  show.  Its 
early  episodes  went  deep  into  the  heart  of  television  making,  and  besides  enter- 
taining us,  it  also  demonstrated  how  network  television  is  operated  in  general. 
So,  of  course,  I  was  watching!  Lately  though,  the  concentration  has  been  shifted 
more  towards  character  development  and  the  monotonous  relationships  between 
the  cast  members.  While  Studio  60  will  still  remain  on  my  viewing  agenda,  I 
hope  to  see  more  of  the  production  and  operation  of  the  "show  within  a  show" 
which  I  found  alluring  in  the  fall.  I  truly  believe  that's  where  Studio  60  thrives 
creatively. 

American  Idol-Vh  oh... I  am  about  to  criticize  America's  most  watched  show! 
In  my  opinion,  this  competition  is  completely  overrated.  It  may  deserve  some 
buzz  as  soon  as  the  singing  and  voting  begin,  but  these  auditions  make  me  dry 
heave.  Is  it  just  me,  or  is  there  an  added  (and  unnecessary)  sense  of  nastiness  this 
season?  While  most  of  the  performances  are  simply  humiliating,  judges  can  only 
be  so  inherently  obnoxious  before  it  visibly  becomes  a  marketing  ploy.  Just  let 
people  audition  like  they  used  to,  and  1  see  no  reason  why  this  show  shouldn't 
remain  a  hit.  Otherwise,  I  have  a  strong  feeling  that  Idol  's  appeal  will  fade  faster 
than  the  American  Dream.  Anyone  heard  Ruben,  Fantasia,  or  Taylor  on  the  radio 
lately? 

Deal  or  No  Deal  -  It  may  not  be  a  scripted  drama  or  comedy,  but  this  game  show 
is  anything  but  a  flop.  As  a  math  major,  1  normally  find  the  risky  contestants  quite 
the  oddballs,  but  I  guess  the  losers  help  NBC  make  its  money.  However,  the  flaw 
which  Deal  really  needs  to  work  on  is  the  pace  of  the  game.  Although  its  popu- 
larity pales  in  comparison  to  instant  hit  fVho  Wants  to  Be  a  Millionaire,  America 
has  found  another  game  worth  screaming  at  your  television  set  about.  Still,  if  1 
received  one  dollar  for  every  time  1  heard  Howie  explain  the  rules  of  the  game  in 
one  episode,  I  could  be  the  banker  myself...or  maybe  I  am!  
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Valentine's  Day  Isn't  Made  for  Single  Guys 


Jonathan  0*Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

I  hate  greeting  cards.  I 
hate  pink  candy,  teddy  bears, 
cute  hearts,  happy  couples, 
and  love  poems.  All  in  all.  I 
simply  hate  Valentine's  Day. 

For  the  past  few  years, 
I've  had  a  girlfriend  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  but  that  end- 
ed badly  (think  "voyage  of  the 
Titanic"  badly).  Now,  I'm  just 
a  single  guy  on  the  holiday  de- 
signed for  everyone  but  single 
guys. 

If  you  think  about  it,  Val- 
entine's Day  is  pretty  much  an 
anti-single  guy  holiday.  Obvi- 
ously, the  focus  is  on  couples, 
but  single  women  can  benefit 
from  the  holiday  as  well. 

After  all,  on  February  15, 
chocolates,  teddy  bears,  and 
accessories  covered  in  cute 
pink  hearts  will  be  lining  the 
shelves  at  fabulous  prices. 
You  may  even  be  able  to  find  a 


good  deal  on  a  leftover  love 
poem  or  two. 

For  guys,  though,  the 
holiday  is  less  than  alluring. 
At  best,  it's  not  our  favorite 
holiday  of  all  time.  At  worst, 
it  causes  us  more  anxiety 
and  stress  than  the  fourth 
quarter  of  the  Patriots-Colts 
game. 

In  some  respects,  I 
shouldn't  be  complaining. 
Valentine's  Day  can  defi- 
nitely be  stressful  when  you're 
in  a  relationship.  Buying  the 
right  gift,  finding  the  right 
card,  and  making  dinner  reser- 
vations at  the  right  restaurant 
can  be  a  huge  hassle. 

There's  also  the  fact  that, 
as  a  guy,  any  slip  of  the  tongue 
counts  double  on  Valentine's 
Day.  Similar  to  being  arrested, 
anything  you  say  can  and  will 
be  used  against  you  for  the 
rest  of  your  life.  Unlike  arrest, 
though,  you  don't  have  the  op- 
tion of  remaining  silent. 


reservations  at  a  sleakhouse 
and  an  icy  cold  beverage  or 
two. 

But  alas,  I  remain  single, 
so  I  will  cope  as  best  I  can. 
While  all  my  male  friends 
who  find  themselves  in  re- 
lationships are  out  trying  to 
be  romantic  this  Valentine's 
Day,  I'll  be  taking  a  differ- 
ent path. 

I'll  be  at  the  bar  across 


the  street,  patiently  waiting  for 
St.  Patrick's  Day  to  arrive,  be- 
cause when  it  comes  to  cele- 
brations, there's  nothing  better 
than  one  that's  based  on  meal, 
potatoes,  and  beer. 

If  you  recite  a  love  poem 
on  St.  Patrick's  Day,  someone 
will  probably  throw  a  beer  at 
you;  now  that's  the  kind  of 
holiday  a  single  guy  could  get 
excited  about. 


When  you  factor  in  the 
scientific  fact  that  guys  are 
inherently  unromantic,  the 
whole  day  becomes  one  big 
recipe  for  relationship  disas- 
ter. 

Though  there's  no  Valen- 
tine's Day  pressure  on  me  as 
a  single  guy,  there  are  also  no 
benefits,  which  saddens  me 
just  a  bit. 

While  I  admit  to  not  be- 
ing a  big  fan  of  Hallmark,  I 
wouldn't  mind  some  flowers 
once  in  a  while ...  or  better  yet. 


Benefits  Alternative  Spring  Brealc 

Saturday,  February  17  6-8  PM 
@  Church  in  the  Acres 

(2  Doors  down  from  WNEC  on  Wilbraham  Road) 

$8  per  person,  $  4  for  Children 

Tickets  are  available  in  the  Campus  Center  until 
February  15,  or  by  contacting  rgage@wnec.edu 


"Woodrow  "  confitiued 
recently  retired  as  the  Director  of  Pub- 
lic Safety  after  decades  of  service  with 
the  College. 

Chief  Barnes  was  instrumental 
in  the  expansion  of  the  Public  Safety 
Department,  spearheading  security 
operations  at  both  the  School  of  Law 
and  at  the  Alumni  Healthful  Living 
Center. 

Barnes  also  played  a  major  role  in 
the  arming  of  Public  Safety  officers  in 
2005,  and  was  adamant  about  requir- 
ing more  intensive  and  comprehensive 


training  for  his  staff.  "We  wouldn't  be 
where  we  are  today  without  him,"  said 
Woodrow. 

"We  want  to  be  perceived  as  pro- 
fessional," reiterated  Woodrow,  ex- 
plaining his  goals  for  the  Department. 

"We  want  to  foster  mutual  respect 
between  the  students  and  the  Depart- 
ment. We're  here  for  a  purpose,  and 
we  want  every  student's  stay  to  be  [a 
positive  one],  with  limited  disturbanc- 
es to  the  educational  environment,"  he 
said. 


"Radio  Station  "  continued 
tions,  and  was  in  danger  of  disciplin- 
ary action  by  the  agency.  "We  got 
lucky  that  they  didn't  pursue  it  fur- 
ther," remarked  Davis. 

No  arrests  or  further  criminal 
charges  were  rendered  on  the  involved 
persons.  "Our  goal  was  to  make  this 
type  of  incident  a  learning  process  for 
the  campus,"  remarked  Woodrow. 

Currently,  WNEK  Radio  is  fo- 
cusing its  attention  on  preventing 
something  like  this  from  happening 
again.  They  plan  on  re-training  their 
members,  and  eventually  installing  a 
remote  transmitter  that  can  take  the 
station  off"-air  from  any  location. 


Despite  this  incident,  the  radio 
station  plans  to  charge  ahead  with 
big  ideas.  "We  are  accepting  applica- 
tions," stated  Allard.  "One  of  my  main 
goals  before  I  leave  the  school  is  to  get 
us  at  least  close  to  web-streaming." 

Club  members  acknowledge  that 
the  incident  negatively  impacted  the 
station's  image.  But,  according  to  a 
voluntary  poll  of  13  student  respon- 
dents, they  unanimously  said  that  the 
incident  would  not  stop  them  from  lis- 
tening to  the  station's  programming. 

WNEK  Radio  plans  to  resume 
their  on-air  programming  in  a  few 
weeks. 


Love  us?  Hate  us?  Completely  indifferent? 
Let  us  know  what  you  think! 
Contact:  Thewesternersn@yahoo.com 


I  QjUINNIPIAG  U: 

RAVE  REVIEWS  FOR  OUR  MBA 

The  Quinnipioc  University  School  of  Business  MBA  program  continues  to 
prepare  business  professionals  for  the  realities  of  manogemeni  in  global, 
technology-driven  work  environments  in  spec iolizol ions  such  as: 

•  MBA  WITH  CONCENTRATIONS  IN  ACCOUNTING.  CIS,  FINAJsiCE, 
INTERNATIONAL  BUSINESS,  MANAGEMENT,  MARKETING 

•  ftUA  -  CHARTERED  FINANCIAL  ANALYST'  TRACK 

•  MBA  IN  HEALTHCARE  MANAGEMENT 

OUR  TOP  10 

GRADUATE  MAJORS: 

MBA,  Physician  Assistant, 
Interactive  Communications, 
Teaching,  Biomedicol  Sciences, 
Molecular/Cell  Biology, 
Journalism,  Nursing, 
Computer  Information  Systems, 
Accounting 


MASTERING  THE  ART  OF  TEACHING 

Sheila  Wycinov/sdi,  Director  of  Curriculum  and  Staff  Development  at  Amity 
High  School,  explains,  "Bosically  we  look  to  hire  Quinnipioc  students.  They 
hove  a  clear  understanding  of  lesson  planning  and  classroom  manogement 
and  the  balance  between  them."  She  also  characterizes  Quinnipioc  students 
OS  articulote,  creative,  able  to  encourage  higher4evel  thinking  in  students, 
and  able  lo  incorporote  technology  into  their  teaching. 


B  YOUR  NEXT  MOVE 

Quinnipioc  Universiry  offers  graduate  programs  in  1 7  distinct  disciplines. 
Whether  you  ore  interested  in  our  AACSB  nationally  accredited  business 
program,  the  master  of  arts  in  teoching  (MAT)  program  or  one  of  the  Northeast's 
most  highly  regarded  journalism  ond  interoctive  communications  programs,  all 
hove  been  designed  to  thoroughly  prepare  you  for  o  professional  career.  For 
more  information,  coll  I -800-462- 1944  or  visit  www.quinnipiac.*du 

Q.UINNIPIAG  University 

Hamden,  Connecticut 
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Who  is  More  Dominant:  Woods  or  Federer? 


Aaron  Strampach 

Staff  Writer 


After  winning  the  Super  Bowl 
with  the  Colts.  Peyton  Manning  soHdi- 
fied  his  place  as  one  of  the  best  play- 
ers to  ever  play  the  game.  Yet  it's  not 
only  in  the  NFL  that  the  sports  world  is 
witnessing  the  greatest  athletes  to  play 
their  respective  sports. 

In  the  MLB,  Albert  Pujols  and 
Alex  Rodriguez  are  on  pace  to  break  a 
variety  of  records,  and  Roger  Clemens 
is  one  of  the  best  pitchers  of  this  or  any 
generation.  Just  as  impressively,  19- 
year-old  NHL  phenom  Sidney  Crosby 
is  scoring  at  a  pace  similar  to  Wayne 
Gretzky's. 

However,  those  getting  the  most 
fanfare  as  of  late  for  their  dominance 
are  tennis  ace  Roger  Federer  and  golf- 
er extraordinaire  Tiger  Woods. 

Woods  won  his  seventh  consecu- 
tive tour  event  on  January  28,  coming 
from  two  strokes  behind  to  take  the 
Buick  Invitational.  Federer  breezed 
through  the  fieW  in  Melbourne,  win- 
ning the  Australian  Open  without 
dropping  a  set.  Wliile  both  athletes  are 
dominating  thcif  «ports,  it  is  debatable 
which  one's  feat  is  more  impressive. 

What  can't  be  argued  with  is  the 
fact  that  Tiger  has  been  successfiil  for 
a  longer  period  of  time.  Tiger  won  his 
first  major  in  1997  at  the  Masters,  and 
has  gone  on  to  win  a  total  of  12  ma- 
jors. 

Woods  has  also  completed  the 
career  Grand  Slam  twice,  is  the  career 
money  leader  on  the  PGA  tour,  owns 
the  record  streak  for  consecutive  events 
without  missing  a  cut  (142),  and  has 
won  eight  Player  of  the  Year  awards. 

Federer,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
10  career  Grand  Slam  titles,  winning 
his  first  major  in  2003,  but  has  yet  to 
win  the  French  Open.  Certainly,  until 
he  wins  at  Holland  Garros,  Federer's 
resume  will  be  incomplete. 

Although  both  Woods  and  Feder- 
er are  seemingly  men  among  boys  in 
their  respective  sports.  Woods'  adver- 


saries are  much  more  talented.  Tiger 
has  been  playing  against  Hall  of  Famer 
Vijay  Singh  and  fiature  Hall  of  Famers 
Phil  Mickelson,  Ernie  Els,  and  Jose 
Maria  Olazabel,  among  others. 

Conversely,  Federer's  competition 
all  have  flaws,  and  his  closest  competi- 
tion, Rafael  Nadal,  beat  him  the  2006 
French  Open  Final.  In  addition,  to  win 
an  event,  Woods  has  to  best  70  or  more 
golfers;  whereas  Federer  only  has  to 
beat  seven  tennis  players.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  Woods  captures  an  event, 
he  merely  sets  the  bar:  the  losers  beat 
themselves. 

This  is  not  the  case  for  Federer. 
Roger  overmatches  his  opponents;  his 
talent  is  just  too  much  for  his  challeng- 
ers. Also,  an  argument  can  be  made 
that  golf  is  not  a  sport,  due  to  that  fact 
that  the  only  physical  requirement  for 
golf  is  some  upper  body  strength.  Ten- 
nis, in  contrast,  is  extremely  physically 
demanding. 

So,  who  is  the  most  dominant 
athlete  in  sports?  Although  the  argu- 
ment for  Federer  is  compelling,  it  can 
be  disputed.  Even  though  golf  isn't 
as  physically  demanding  as  tennis,  it 
doesn't  discount  the  fact  that  Woods 
has  dominated  his  sport  for  a  longer 
period  of  time  against  steeper  competi- 
tion, and,  all  in  all,  dominated  his  sport 
to  a  greater  degree  than  Federer. 

That  being  said,  this  is  a  great 
time  for  sports  fans  like  myself,  since 
we  are  witnessing  greamess  in  almost 
all  major  sports. 
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Both  Roger  Federer 
(right)  and  Tiger  Woods 
(below)  have  dominated 
their  respective  sports  in 
recent  years.  However,  it 
is  difficult  to  determine 
which  player  is  in  fact 
more  dominant  overall. 


Proven  Toctmiquoa 

EjipflitlMCnjcfora 
PonotuJ  ilflsfitfofi 


The 

Princeton 

WwBwWVW 


Classroom.  Online.  Tutorir^ 


iinisE  Yovn scouE  viiin rnovEN  h 


www.Princ0tonR0view.com  •  8OO-2R0vi0W 
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Athlete  Jillian  Brown  Recieves  Life  Skills  Award 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


On  the  field,  Jillian  Brown 
was  a  standout  athlete.  Off  the 
field,  she  has  become  a  key 
member  of  the  Western  New 
England  College  CHAMPS/ 
Life  Skills  Program. 

For  her  involvement  with 
the  program,  Brown  was  the 
recipient  of  the  school's  inau- 
gural NCAA  CHAMPS/Llfe 
Skills  Award  for  Excellence 
last  May. 

Brown,  a  native  of  Plym- 
outh, Massachusetts,  was  a 
four-year  standout  as  goalie 
for  the  Golden  Bears'  field 
hockey  team. 

Brown  helped  lead 
WNEC  to  its  best  season  ever 
a  year  ago.  The  Golden  Bears 
set  a  school  record  for  wins 
with  a  19-5  record,  captured 
the  program's  first  North  At- 
lantic Conference  (NAC) 
Tournament  title,  and  made 
their  first  appearance  in  the 
NCAA  Division  III  Champi- 
onship. 

A  team  captain,  Brown 
compiled  an  86.3  save  per- 
centage and  had  nine  shutouts. 
She  was  named  to  the  All- 


NAC  First  Team  and  AIl-NAC 
Tournament  squad. 

Brown  was  also  selected 
to  play  in  the  National  Field 
Hockey  Coaches  Association 
(NFHCA)  D-lIl  Senior  AU- 
Star  Game,  and  was  voted  to 
the  NFHCA  D-Ill  East  Region 
First  Team. 

it  was  during  her  time  as  a 
field  hockey  player  that  Brown 
got  involved  in  the  CHAMPS/ 
Life  Skills  Program,  which 
was  created  to  support  the  de- 
velopment and  to  enhance  the 
quality  of  the  student-athlete 
experience  within  the  college 
setting. 

The  CHAMPS/Life  Skills 
program  emphasizes  commit- 
ment to  academic  and  athletic 
excellence,  personal  develop- 
ment, career  development, 
and  community  service. 

According  to  WNEC 
program  coordinator  Jennifer 
Kolins,  student-athletes  like 
Brown  receive  a  wonderful 
opportunity  to  pass  along  their 
experience,  both  in  and  out  of 
the  classroom  to  others. 

In  Brown's  case,  she 
served  as  a  mentor  with  the 
Men's  Lacrosse  program,  su- 
pervising upperclassmen  that 
in  turn  served  as  mentors  for 
incoming  fi-eshmen. 

This  work  led  her  to  stay 
with  the  school  after  gradua- 
tion, working  as  an  assistant  to 
head  field  hockey  coach  Sarah 
Kelly. 

"Jiilian's  personality  as  a 
coach  has  changed  very  little 
fi-om  when  she  was  a  player. 
She  has  carried  over  the  same 
outgoing  and  serious  attitude 


that  made  her  one  of  the  top 
players  in  school  history.  She 
has  done  an  excellent  job  as  a 
first  year  coach,  and  puts  a  tre- 
mendous amount  of  effort  into 
coaching,"  says  Kelly. 

She  also  carries  over  that 
same  work  ethic  in  her  posi- 
tion as  coordinator  of  the  ath- 
letic department's  Life  Skills 
Mentor  Program,  which  over- 
sees the  transition  for  all  fresh- 
man athletes  from  high  school 


to  college. 

Kolins  states,  "Jiilian's 
passion  for  the  development 
and  success  of  our  student- 
athletes,  both  in  the  classroom 
and  on  the  playing  field,  has 
been  an  incredible  force  in  the 
implementation  of  the  Life 
Skills  Mentor  Program." 

Brown  says  that  she  de- 
cided to  continue  working 
with  the  program  because  "I 
felt  that  it  was  a  good  experi- 


ence for  first-year  athletes  that 
helped  them  adjust  to  college 
life. 

"It  was  rewarding  to  see 
the  progress  that  we  made 
during  the  pilot  program  with 
Men's  Lacrosse,"  she  said. 
"The  upperclassmen  can  teach 
the  freshman  a  lot  about  how 
to  juggle  their  schoolwork, 
team  activities,  and  their  per- 
sonal time  so  that  they  [aren't] 
overwhelmed." 


2007  Means  Changes  for  Sox 


Sara  Flynn 

Staff  Writer 


Now  you  may  be  thinking 
isn't  a  little  early  to  be  think- 
ing about  baseball?  My  re- 
sponse is  no.  We  have  the  first 
glimpse  of  what  the  Red  Sox 
might  look  like  this  year  at 
the  first  spring  training  game 
on  February  28. 

The  Red  Sox  added  some 
big  name  players,  such  as  J.D. 
Drew.  Drew  singed  with  the 
Red  Sox  this  offseason  under 
special  circumstances  due  to 
past  injuries.  He  didn't  end  up 
finishing  his  five  year  contract 
with  the  Dodgers,  and  the  Red 
Sox  picked  him  up. 

Drew  replaced  Trot  Nix- 
on and  will  fill  the 

J number  five  slot 
in  the  batting  or- 
der. Drew's  con- 
tract is  fi-om  2007 
to  20 10;  each  year 
_  he  will  be  making 
about  14  milHon 
—  dollars. 

Boston  also 
picked  up  a  new 
Bos(on  welcomes  Daisuke  Matsuzaka  to  the  Sox.  pi'c^er  fi-om 

Photo  courtesy  of  www.news.yahoo.com.       Japan.  Daisuke 


As  Tom  Brady  threw  that 
fateful  interception  in  the  last 
thirty  seconds  of  the  AFC 
Championship  game,  1  am 
sure  that  half  of  New  England 
was  thinking,  "so  what  about 
them  Red  Sox?" 

Now  we  are  left  with  the 
question;  are  the  2007  Red 
Sox  going  to  leave  us  in  the 
same  way?  I  know  one  thing 
for  sure:  they  can't  end  up  as 
bad  as  last  year,  falling  one 
game  behind  the  Toronto  Blue 
Jays  {knock  on  wood). 


TO 
COSTQH 


Matsuzaka,  a  promising 
young  athlete,  finally  singed 
with  the  Red  Sox. 

Jonathan  Papelbon  has 
also  moved  from  the  closing 
position  to  the  starting  rota- 
tion. The  Sox  are  now  looking 
for  a  closer  for  the  upcoming 
season. 

The  Sox  didn't  only 
improve  the  team  for  2007. 
but  the  ballpark  as  well.  As 
another  winter  went  by,  the 
Red  Sox  made  improvements 
to  Fenway  Park.  A  couple  of 
hundred  more  people  will 
now  be  able  to  attend  each 
game.  The  space  comes  in 
standing  room,  and  not  actual 
seats. 

The  Red  Sox  hope  the 
new  room  will  improve  game 
attendance  to  almost  40.000 
per  game. 

The  Sox  have  made  a  lot 
of  changes  this  oft-season; 
Sox  fans  just  hope  it's  enough 
to  improve  on  last  year's  dis- 
appointing results. 


UPCOMING  WINTER  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 

Home  Games  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  a  "  c" 


MEN'S  BASKETBALL 

WOMEN'S  SWIMMING 

02/13 

Tut 

Albertus  Magnus  College  c 

7:00  PM 

02/16 

Fri 

NEISDA  Championship  (Durham,  NH) 

TBA 

02/17 

Sat 

Southern  Vermont  College 

1:00  PM 

02/17 

Sat 

NEISDA  Championship  (Durham,  NH) 

TBA 

02/20 

1\ie 

GNAC  Tournament 

TBA 

02/18 

Sun 

NEISDA  Championship  (Durham,  NH) 

TBA 

MEN'S  ICE  HOCKE\ 

WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 

02/14 

Wed 

Becker  College 

8:35  PM 

02/14 

Wed 

Suffolk  University  c 

7:00  PM 

02/17 

Sat 

Nichols  College  c 

8:15  PM 

02/17 

Sat 

Pine  Manor  College  c 

Noon 

02/20 

Tut 

Plymouth  State  University  c 

8:30  PM 

02/21 

Wed 

GNAC  Tournament 

TBA 

02/17  Sat 
02/18  Sun 


MEN'S  WRESTLING 
NECCWA  Championship  at  Roger  Williams 
NECC  WA  Championship  at  Roger  Williams 


TBA' 
TBA 
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Many  WNEC  Students  Politically  Unaware 


Evan  Heymann 

Suijf  Writer 

Sixty-three  percent  of 
WNEC  students  admitted  to 
having  a  "tow"  or  "virtually 
nonexistent"  level  of  politi- 
cal awareness  according  to  a 
recent  survey  of  56  randomly 
selected  students  in  the  Rock 
Caf^. 

The  survey,  aimed  at 
gauging  students'  level  of  po- 
litical awareness  and  amount 
of  participation,  also  indicated 
that  only  54  percent  of  the  eli- 
gible voters  voted  in  the  last 
presidential  election.  Although 
the  survey  was  not  scientific, 
the  results  are  still  disheart- 
ening considering  that  more 
than  100,000  U.S.  soldiers  are 
currently  risking  their  lives  on 
foreign  soil,  engaged  in  a  tre- 


inendously  controversial  war. 

The  fact  that  the  out- 
come of  the  presidential  elec- 
tion can  have  a  major  effect 
on  U.S.  foreign  policy,  which 
can  determine  whether  or  not 
the  country  will  go  to/stay  in- 
volved in  war  is  what  makes 
political  apathy  both  disap- 
pointing and  puzzling. 

One  statistic  in  particular 
that  calls  the  priorities  of  the 
American  people  into  question 
is  that  American  Idol  winner 
Taylor  Hicks  received  more 
votes  in  his  bid  for  stardom 
than  did  2004  Presidential  vic- 
tor George  Bush. 

While  the  issue  of  discon- 
nectedness to  politics  exists  in 
all  demographics  throughout 
the  country,  it  is  the  nation's 
youngest  voting-age  citizens 
who  demonstrate  it  to  the 


Contrary  to  popular  belief,  presidential  candidate  Bui  uck  Oh 
not  the  U2  member  of  Al-Oaeda.  Photo  courtesy  of  ir. 
greatest  degree. 

When  asked  to  identify 
Barack  Hussein  Obama,  al- 
most half  of  the  surveyed  stu- 
dents answered  that  he  is  "the 
#2  officer  in  Al-Qaeda,"  or  "a 
former  terrorist  now  cooperat- 
ing with  and  providing  intelli- 


.nilhxum. 

gence  for  the  U.S." 

For  those  who  mistakenly 
associated  Barack  Obama  with 
a  terrorist  organization,  he  is, 
in  fact,  running  for  president 
of  the  United  States,  and  is 
currently  one  of  the  fi-ontrun- 
Conlinued  on  page  3. 


Leading  Off 


9 


Malsuzaka  will  soon  be  facing 
a  whole  new  set  of  opponents. 
Story  on  Page  S, 


Comedian  Lewis  Black  headlines 
this  year  s  Spring  Event.  Details 
on  Page  3. 


The  Gateway  gate  was  damaged  on  February  22  due  to  slippery  co 
dilions.  Photo  courtesy  of  Matt  Haley.  More  Photos  on  page  2. 


ASB  Trips  Head  to 
Minnesota,  Maryland 


Jeff  Lee 

Staff  Writer 


During  Spring  Break 
{March  17-25),  18  students 
and  two  faculty  members  fi-om 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege will  participate  in  the  Al- 
ternative Spring  Break  (ASB) 
program  coordinated  by  the 
Office  of  Learning  Beyond  the 
Classroom. 

Two  trips  have  been 
planned  to  address  the  issues 
of  hunger  and  homelessness 
in  the  United  States.  Each  trip 
will  have  eight  students,  a  stu- 
dent leader,  and  a  faculty/staff 
sponsor. 

One  group  will  travel 
to  Baltimore,  MD,  allowing 
students  to  see  the  reality  of 
homelessness  in  an  urban  area. 
By  working  with  "Our  Daily 
Bread"  soup  kitchen,  students 
will  learn  more  about  the  ways 
these  issues  are  being  ad- 
dressed, as  well  as  developing 
innovative  ideas  about  how  to 
combat  similar  issues  in  their 
own  communities. 


Tara  Monzo,  '08.  who 
will  be  attending  the  Balti- 
more trip,  is  excited  about  the 
opportunity  and  looks  forward 
to  the  challenges  associated 
with  the  experience. 

"I  think  it  will  be  a  great 
chance  for  me  to  get  out  of  my 
comfort  zone  and  help  really 
someone,"  she  said. 

A  second  group  will  part- 
ner with  the  Women  Working 
in  Construction  Company  of 
Duluth,  MN.  This  company 
trains  women  how  to  work  in 
a  field  that  is  typically  domi- 
nated by  males  in  the  hopes 
that  they  will  be  able  to  pur- 
sue such  careers  for  a  livable 
wage.  The  housing  they  build 
is  for  women,  as  well. 

This  team  will  work  on 
a  facility  to  house  six  apart- 
ments for  female  survivors  of 
domestic  abuse.  Team  leader 
Julie  Surridge.  "07.  believes 
this  trip  will  give  her  team 
an  opportunity  to  "support  a 
great  cause;  not  only  afford- 
able housing  for  those  who  are 
Continued  on  page  3. 
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Washington  Semester  Offers  Many  Benefits 


Elissa  Jacobs 

Contrihufing  Writer 

Are  you  looking  for  a 
semester  away  from  Western 
New  England  College  while 
slill  learning  more  than  you 
could  ever  imagine?  American 
University  offers  a  program 
that  not  many  students  know 
about  called  the  Washington 
Semester  Program. 

Currently,  there  are  ap- 
proximately 400  students 
from  all  over  the  world  taking 
classes  and  interning  for  the 
semester  in  Washington,  D.C. 

There  are  a  variety  of 
programs  to  choose  from,  in- 
cluding Public  Law,  American 
Politics,  American  History, 
Journalism,  and  Foreign  Poli- 
cy. 

I  am  currently  in  the  Pub- 
lic Law  Program,  and  since 
I've  been  in  Washington,  I 
don't  regret  the  decision  at 


Students  in  the  program 
are  actually  housed  on  Ten- 
iey  Campus,  which  is  separate 
from  American  University,  but 
there's  still  access  to  all  of  the 
features  of  the  main  campus. 

Everything  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  is  just  a  Metro 
ride  away,  and  it's  an  experi- 
ence like  no  other.  This  is 
the  chance  of  a  lifetime,  and 
anyone  interested  in  politics, 
history,  or  journalism  should 
definitely  look  into  it. 

Where  else  other  than 
Washington,  D.C.  could  a 
weekend  be  spent  at  a  free 
museum?  FREE!  Besides  the 
internship,  there's  a  seminar 
class,  which  often  means  go- 
ing to  Capitol  Hill  to  see  a 
speaker. 

The  speakers  that  I've 
heard  this  semester  include 
Congressmen  Barney  Frank  of 
Massachusetts  and  Jim  Rams- 


Visiting  the  landmarks  of  Washington.  D.C.  is  jusi  one  of  the  benefits 
of  the  Washington  Semester  Program.  Photo  by  Elissa  Jacobs. 


tad  of  Minnesota. 

There's  a  third  part  of  the 
program  as  well,  which  entails 
either  a  research  project  or 
an  elective  class  at  American 
University.  This  program  is 
part  of  WN EC's  study  abroad 
curriculum,  and  is  definitely 


worth  checking  out. 

For  any  questions  on  the 
nation's  capital  or  about  my 
experiences  here,  fee!  free  to 
e-mail  me  at  eajacobs@opton- 
line.net.  1  look  forward  to  see- 
ing everyone  at  WNEC  again 
this  fall! 


Icy  Accident  in  Gateway 


III!'  Sltppcn  <  niulilions  causcJ  a  vehicle  In  lose  cmUral  ami  colluJc  with 
the  Gaieway  gate  during  a  heavy  snow  shower  on  February  22. 
BOTTOM:  Public  Safety  officers  attempt  to  straighten  the  gate  after  the  col- 
lision. No  injuries  were  reported,  and  the  gate  has  since  been  fully  repaired. 


The  Westerner  Wants 
You! 


We're  currently  looking  for 
students  to  work  as: 

Layout  Designers 
Staff  Writers 
Editorial  Staff 
Photographers 

Meetings  are  Mondays  at  6 

in  Rivers  103 

You  do  not  need  to  be  on  staff  to 
submit  articles,  letters,  or  pictures.  For 
more  information,  or  to  submit  content, 
contact: 
thewestemersn@yahoo.com 
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Zodiac:  A  Fantastic  Movie  With  Few  Flaws 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


Some  movies  are  fright- 
ening because  they  are  about 
nightmarish  killers  and  ruth- 
less violence.  Others  instill 
fear  into  viewers  by  building 
up  edge-of-your-seat  suspense 
that  makes  you  jump  when 
anything  could,  or  does,  hap- 
pen. 


The  movie  opens  with  a 
brutal  murder  scene,  later  re- 
vealed to  be  the  handiwork  of 
a  serial  killer  known  only  as 
"The  Zodiac."  The  killer  then 
writes  letters  to  local  newspa- 
pers in  which  he  reveals  that 
he  was  the  one  behind  the  kill- 
ings, and  a  full-fledged  inves- 
tigation begins. 

Starring  Mark  Ruffalo  as 
Inspector  David  Toschi  and 


Zodiac  lacks  a  lot  of  the  general 
shortcomings  that  make  decent  films 
out  of  what  could  be  great  ones. 


Zodiac  contains  both  of 
these  elements,  but  the  most 
frightening  part  about  the 
movie  is  that  for  the  most  part, 
it's  a  true  story. 

Based  on  the  infamous 
serial  murders  that  took  place 
in  San  Francisco  during  the 
1960s  and  1970s,  Zodiac  com- 
bines the  elements  of  a  docu- 
mentary, horror  movie,  and 
crime  drama  all  into  one  great 
film. 


Jake  Gyllenhaa!  as  Robert 
Graysmith,  a  newspaper  car- 
toonist-turned-investigator, 
Zodiac  follows  the  epic  inves- 
tigation that  took  place  over 
the  course  of  many  years. 

The  film  keeps  you  en- 
tertained with  a  mix  of  hor- 
ror, humor,  and  suspense,  and 
depicts  the  actual  Zodiac  case 
files  with  near-perfect  accu- 
racy. 

The  only  minor  complaint 


BLACK 


WNEC  Spring  Event 
Thursday,  April  25 

Tickets  $5,  on  sale  March  5 
$3  of  each  ticket  sold  goes  to  the 
Make-A-Wish  Foundation 


Jake  Gyllenhaa!  and  Mark  Riiffalo  play  Ih'o  men  in  a  desperate 
Zodiac,  which  opens  in  theaters  this  Friday.  Photo  courtesy 
people  have  had  with  Zodiac    sappy  romance  at  all. 


is  its  length.  Lasting  for  about 
two  hours  and  fif^  minutes. 
Zodiac  is  a  long  ride,  but  it's 
well  worth  it. 

Even  though  I  had  re- 
searched the  Zodiac  case  files 
before  seeing  the  film  to  check 
its  accuracy  and  thus  knew 
what  was  going  to  happen, 
I  was  on  the  edge  of  my  seat 
for  the  duration  of  the  film 
because  of  how  well  done  it 
was. 

Unlike  many  modem 
films.  Zodiac  lacks  a  lot  of 
the  general  shortcomings  that 
make  decent  films  out  of  what 
could  be  great  ones.  The  rela- 
tionships between  characters 
are  well  done,  and  there  is  no 


One  thing  that  surprised 
me  about  Zodiac  was  the 
amount  of  humor  in  the  film 
despite  how  serious  and  fright- 
ening the  actual  story  is.  The 
best  part  is  that  the  humor  isn't 
a  plethora  of  lame  cliches; 
it  actually  flows  nicely  with 
the  movie  and  provides  occa- 
sional breaks  ft-om  the  tension 
brought  on  by  the  suspense  of 
the  rest  of  the  film. 

In  short.  Zodiac  is  an  ex- 
cellent movie.  The  acting  and 
film  techniques  keep  you  on 
the  edge  of  your  seat,  even  if 
you're  familiar  with  the  Zo- 
diac case  and  know  what's  go- 
ing to  happen. 

The  humor  interspersed 


search  for  a  serial  killer  in 
of  rottontomatoes.  com 
throughout  the  film  works 
really  well,  because  you're 
laughing  out  loud  one  minute, 
then  the  next  minute  you're 
jumping  in  shock  at  some  new 
development. 

Though  the  movie  is  long, 
it  keeps  you  interested  from 
the  opening  to  closing  credits. 
I  highly  recommend  Zodiac;  it 
will  please  most  viewers,  es- 
pecially fans  of  horror,  crime, 
and  suspense  movies.  Zodiac 
opens  in  theaters  nationwide 
this  Friday. 

Langner  Rating: 
4.5  Stars 


"Political  Awareness  "  continued 
ners  in  the  race  for  the  Demo- 
cratic nomination. 

Many  students  also  failed 
to  understand  fundamental  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  ma- 
jor U.S.  political  parties.  More 
than  half  of  the  participants 
answered  that  Democrats  dif- 
fered trom  Republicans  be- 
cause they  usually  favor  "low- 
er taxes  and  increased  fijnding 
for  social  programs." 

The  same  phenomena 
occurred  when  students  were 
asked  about  a  basic  tenet  of 
Republican  thinking. 

Fifty-four  percent  of  stu- 
dents thought  Republicans 
"tend  to  think  the  government 
should  play  a  larger  and  more 
helpful  role  in  the  lives  of  the 


citizens"  instead  of  "[interven- 
ing] less  with  people's  lives." 

For  reference.  Democrats 
traditionally  think  that  gov- 
ernment should  be  larger  and 
provide  more  social  services 
paid  for  with  taxes,  while 
Republicans  favor  a  smaller 
government  with  minimal  in- 
ter\'ention. 

Neither  the  survey  nor 
this  article  is  intended  to  make 
WNEC  students  look  bad.  The 
goal  was  simply  to  determine 
if  the  nationwide  trend  of 
young  people  being  dispro- 
portionately uninformed  and 
disconnected  to  politics  exists 
on  the  WNEC  campus.  In  this 
instance,  the  survey  appears  to 
confirm  that  theory. 


"ASB  "  continued 

in  need,  but  also  to  support  the 

growth  of  women  in  society." 

Rose  Gage,  Service  Co- 
ordinator at  the  College  and 
director  of  the  ASB  program, 
reiterates  the  importance  of 
giving  back  to  the  community 
and  emphasizes  the  unique  ex- 
periences an  ASB  trip  can  pro- 
vide for  students. 

"1  think  ASB  is  impor- 
tant, because  it  gives  students 
the  opportunity  to  explore  and 
think  about  real  world  issues," 
says  Gage.  "Students  learn  so 
much  from  the  rich  experienc- 
es of  those  they  meet  and  work 
with,  and  leave  with  a  renewed 
sense  of  community." 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Ghost  Rider  Isn't  Your  Typical  Neighborhood  Superhero 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


When  people  think  of  a 
superhero  movie,  iconic  char- 
acters such  as  Superman.  Bat- 
man, and  Spider-Man  come 
to  mind.  They  generally  wear 
homemade  outfits  and  fight 


soul  to  the  devil  Mephistoph- 
eles  (Peter  Fonda)  in  order  to 
cure  his  father's  cancer,  but 
ends  up  being  double-crossed. 

Blaze  finds  himself  turn- 
ing into  the  Ghost  Rider,  a 
flaming  skull-headed  biker, 
whenever  evil  is  around.  Me- 
phistopheles  charges  him  with 


"Ghost  Rider  isn't  your  typical 
superhero  film;  it's  much  darker  and 
sometimes  seems  like  a  horror  movie. " 


against  either  average  crooks 
or  masterminds  bent  on  global 
domination. 

Giiost  Rider  throws  the 
stereotypical  superhero  char- 
acteristics out  the  window  and 
replaces  them  with  something 
much  darker  and  more  sinis- 
ter. 

Based  on  the  Marvel 
comic  book  series  of  the  same 
title.  Ghost  Rider  tells  the  sto- 
ry ol"  Johnny  Blaze  (Nicholas 
Cage),  a  young  motorcycle 
stuntman  whose  life  takes  a 
drastic  turn.  Blaze  sells  his 


stopping  his  nemesis  Black- 
heart  (Wes  Benlley)  and  his 
band  of  fallen  angels  fi-om  ob- 
taining the  power  of  a  lost  de- 
monic contract.  Blaze  battles 
not  only  evil,  but  the  hardships 
of  restoring  a  relationship  with 
Roxanne  (Eva  Mendes),  the 
girl  he  had  loved  but  left  years 
before. 

Ghost  Rider  isn't  your 
typical  superhero  film;  it's 
much  darker  and  sometimes 
seems  like  a  horror  movie.  In- 
stead of  the  often  bright,  day- 
time sellings  found  in  most  su- 


perhero films,  the  majority  of 
the  action  in  Ghost  Rider  takes 
place  at  night. 

The  hero  Ghost  Rider  is 
not  some  vigilante  in  a  home- 
made spandex  outfit;  he's  a 
motorcycle-riding,  spiked- 
lealher-wearing  burning  skel- 
eton who's  the  devil's  bounty 
hunter. 

The  Rider's  trademark 
superpower  is  the  "Penance 
Stare,"  which  he  uses  to  turn 
all  of  his  foe's  evil  deeds 
against  them,  leaving  them 
tormented  by  their  past  crimes. 
The  overall  story  is  much  like 
a  Faustian  tragedy,  with  Blaze 
selling  his  soul  to  the  devil  and 
quickly  regretting  his  mistake, 
ending  up  as  the  slave  of  Me- 
phistopheles. 

Ghosl  Rider  isn't  without 
flaws,  though.  There  are  some 
instances  of  poor  acting,  un- 
necessary romance,  and  cheap 
humor.  That,  and  Blackheart's 
fallen  angel  comrades  with  el- 
emental powers  seem  like  they 
came  out  of  a  Sci-Fi  channel 
horror  movie. 


Houcvcr.  the  film  is  re- 
ally cool  for  the  most  part.  The 
majority  of  the  acting  is  good, 
and  much  of  the  humor  is  well 
done.  The  action,  special  ef- 
fects, CGI,  and  a  unique  new 
spin  on  a  superhero  movie 
make  Ghost  Rider  well  worth 
watching. 

Rider  grossed  $44.5  mil- 
lion on  its  opening  weekend, 
the  biggest  opening  of  2007, 
and  is  currently  number  one  at 
the  box  office. 

While  it  might  not  be  for 


Ic  \iiiiii\nuin  in  tihosl  Rider 
minnn  ^hnylhr^uil.pbp\'l=6228 

i:M,T>nnc,  Gliosi  Rider  is  cer- 
tainly a  good  movie  to  see  if 
you're  a  fan  of  superhero/com- 
ic book  adaptation  movies,  or 
just  action  movies  in  general, 
it  won't  win  any  awards,  but 
it's  a  good  movie  overall,  with 
an  interesting  story  and  neat 
special  effects. 

Langner  Rating:  3.5 
Stars 


The  TV  Guy  Takes  Time  to  Answer  Your  Questions 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 

I  figured  that  if  was  time  to  nui/cc  this  column  all 

(ihoiil  vDii.  the  readers.  I'm  wry  •^nilcful  to  th'isc  who 
arc  inicrcMcJ  n,  ulwi  I  ^^rnc  „h,;,l  lhal  you  Icel 
Ihc  nc.din  .isk  rycn  nu,rr  ahnul  ihc  Morld  of  lelcyi' 
sion.  Thcrclnrc.  I  >  niupilcd  ihc  mn.si  pniuihn-  ./ucs^ 
tions.  as  n-dl  us  v.inmn  lofi..-.  ilun  11  \  /  ("  mcc.ccs 
are  curious  ohoin  in  urdcr  u>  /nn.s  al(iu;j,  \oiiic  itmrc 
insight  into  wliuf  you  could  (and  should)  he  au  are 
oj- 

Why  did  Fox  cancel  The  O.C! 

I'm  going  to  miss  this  series  so  much  that  part 
of  me  wishes  I  didn't  have  an  answer.  While  some  of 
you  may  be  quick  to  blame  Thursday's  Grey's  inva- 
sion for  Tlie  O.C 's  loss  of  viewership  and  untimely 
end,  there's  more  to  it  than  that.  The  series,  which  be- 
came an  instant  teen  phenomenon  when  it  launched 
in  2003,  lost  its  creativity  long  before  the  days  of 
McDreamy.  The  first  season  magic  was  gone  by  sea- 
son two,  when  the  writers  felt  we  would  follow  the 
characters  through  anything.  Seeing  Kirsten  become 
an  alcoholic  and  Marissa  shooting  Trey  just  wasn't 
as  buzz-worthy  as  seeing  the  relationships  among  the 
core  cast  grow,  so  most  fans  just  stopped  watching. 
So  no.  we  won't  be  able  to  celebrate  Chrisniukkah 
anymore,  but  if  you're  ever  tired  of  New  England, 
just  imagine  the  perfect  life  thai  Seili  &  Summer  Co- 
hen and  IUn\  liulc  Pancakes  have  now.  it's  the  best  I 
can  do! 


Were  the  writers  really  going  to  kill  Meredith  ofl' 
of  Grey's  Analomy? 

Yes!  And  then  next  week,  Hugh  Laurie  will  be 
killed  off  oi'  Ht>use.  .lulia  Louis-Dreyfus  written  out 
of  Old  Christine,  followed  by  America  Ferrera's  de- 
portation out  of  Ugly  Betty,  Tony  Shalhoub's  murder 
on  Monk.. .stop  me  once  you  notice  the  pattern  here! 
Although  1  have  no  problem  spending  Thursday 
nights  sleepless  in  Seattle  Grace,  the  Meredith  clift- 
hanger  (although  existing  in  one  of  the  drama's  best 
performances)  was  also  one  of  the  worst  story  arcs 
in  the  show's  history!  The  suspense  might  have  been 
there  had  the  mystery  revolved  around  another  in- 
tern, but  not  the  title  character.  Should  we  have  seen 
Meredith's  demise,  the  writers  would  still  have  need- 
ed to  focus  on  her  in  the  afterlife,  and  1  can  assure 
you  that  I'd  no  longer  be  a  fan  of  Grave  s  Analomy. 

You've  got  mc  hooked  on  Friday  Night  Lighfsl 
Will  it  be  back  next  season? 

Right  now.  I'd  say  it's  70/30,  not  in  your  favor. 
This  series,  which  I  hailed  as  the  "Best  Show  You're 
Not  Watching"  last  fall,  is  certainly  no  failure,  but 
most  people  have  yet  to  come  to  any  of  the  games 
(which  kick  otT  every  Wednesday  at  8  on  NBC). 
For  everyone  else,  you  should  at  least  come  to  one 
of  them.  If  only  you  knew  what  you  were  missing! 
Grab  yourself  a  seat  and  help  keep  the  Lights  on  next 


Questions  alvuir  your  favorite  (or  least  favorite) 
television  \ho\ys.  actors,  or  networks? 
Contact  file  TV  Guy:  anihdelm(eilyahoo.com 


licM  s.i-ii  J/vu  dull  lime"  H:inlcNt:ir  Galatlica 


Do  you  watch  many  cable  series  as  well? 

if  you  havcn'l  vol.  check  oul  the  two  best  writ- 
ten dramas  on  cable:  Haitlcstar  Galaciica  iind  lVeeds\ 
The  main  themes  may  seem  as  ihmmli  ilic\  exclu- 
sively target  certain  interests,  bui  uui  .h  iujIIn  grow 
to  care  about  the  characters  after  jiisi  j  k\\  episodes. 
Personally.  I  still  don't  understand  \\h>  L  >  Ions  do 
what  Ihc\  do,  nor  do  I  distribute  little  baggies  around 
town,  but  I  ha\  e  no  problem  raving  about  the  superb 
execution  of  these  series. 

Okay,  what  is  The  CW? 

Plain  and  simple,  it's  a  merge  of  two  low-rated 
networks:  The  WB  and  UPN.  While  creating  a  tele- 
vision network  out  of  the  "best  shows  on  the  worst 
networks"  sounded  like  a  striking  business  prospect, 
it's  been  nothing  short  of  a  disaster.  With  hardly- 
watched  shows  like  Veronica  Mars.  Girlfriends.  All 
of  Us.  One  Tree  Hill.  Everybody  Hales  Chris,  and 
aging  veterans  7ih  Heaven  and  Gilmore  Girls  jusl 
hanging  on  by  a  wire.  The  CW  better  find  that  next 
pop-culture  phenomenon.  While  that  may  not  be  an 
easy  task,  1  notice  that  alluring  medical  dramas  and 
singing  competitions  seem  to  be  hot  right  now. 


OPINION 
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Rachel  Bisi 

Contributing  Writer 


Western  New  England  College 
has  put  too  many  expectations  onto  the 
student,  and  is  ignoring  their  own  re- 
sponsibilities as  educators. 

WNEC  created  Learning  Be- 
yond the  Classroom  in  order  to  force 
students  to  gain  education  beyond  the 
book,  but  my  question  is,  what  hap- 
pened that  made  people  believe  this 
knowledge  needs  to  be  found  outside 
the  classroom? 

Why  shouldn't  a  student  be  able  to 
learn  'beyond"  within  the  classroom? 
And  when  did  'classroom"  become 
synonymous  with  'book?' 

Learning  Beyond  the  Classroom 
is  an  impractical  and  very  idealistic 
notion  that  WNEC  made  (based  on  no 
prior  experience)  a  mandatory  require- 
ment. 

Interestingly  enough,  the  College 
has  failed  to  realize  that  the  lack  of 
knowledge  and  interest  students  have 
towards  the  LBC  program  is  simply  a 
reflection  of  its  own  faculty's  lack  of 


knowledge  and  interest. 

I  propose  a  mandatory  require- 
ment that's  a  little  more  practical,  or 
what  I'd  call  "a  return  to  the  fijndamen- 
tal  purpose  of  a  college  education." 
This  one  however,  is  not  for  students, 
but  for  WNEC  faculty;  it  will  be  called 
"Learning  Beyond  the  Book." 
(4 


er  evaluations  after  it  ends. 

Let's  have  students  choose  their 
essay  topics  without  guidance,  and 
make  it  so  that  outside  sources  can  be 
used  (yes.  I  have  on  several  occasions 
been  told  to  stick  within  the  confines  of 
only  the  texts  from  the  course.) 

This  new  program  will  require  not 


WNEC  Students  Should  Be  Learning  Beyond  the  Book 

a  faculty  member  reads  (most  likely 
apart  of  the  majority  with  no  clue  about 
LBC)  and  'passes'  on.  This  program 
just  perpetuates  the  same  uncritical 
procedures  that  are  currently  in  place 
in  our  classrooms. 

Let's  get  back  to  the  funda- 
mentals. Let's  be  practical.  Why  has 
WNEC  created  an  idealistic  program 
like  Learning  Beyond  the  Classroom, 
which  promotes  participation  in  out- 
of-school  activities,  but  does  nothing 
to  provide  them? 

Wouldn't  it  make  more  sense  to 
require  an  internship  in  every  major 
and  to  actually  create  a  full-time  Study 
Abroad  department? 

Let's  do  what  the  LBC  creators 
dreamed  up,  but  instead  let's  put  the 
responsibility  back  onto  the  educators, 
which  draws  me  to  my  original  ques- 
tion: why  does  this  have  to  be  done 
outside  the  classroom,  and  why  are 
students  expected  to  pick  up  the  slack 
of  what  should  already  be  provided  to 
them? 


'Let's  do  what  the  LBC  creators 
dreamed  up,  but  instead  let's  put 
the  responsibility  back 
onto  the  educators" 


This  program  will  make  it  man- 
datory for  all  faculty  to  create  analyti- 
cal and  open-ended  work  within  their 
classes,  and  no  longer  make  it  possible 
to  teach  an  entire  course  chapter-by- 
chapter  from  one  text. 

Let's  think  beyond  the  book.  Let's 
hold  teachers  accountable  to  this  new 
requirement  by  actually  looking  over 
their  syllabi  before  the  course  starts, 
and  perhaps  even  looking  at  the  teach- 


only  teachers  but  also  students  to  push 
themselves  and  ultimately  to  think 
for  themselves,  not  just  from  a  book. 
And  that,  folks,  is  learning  beyond  the 
classroom. 

My  point  is  this:  Learning  Be- 
yond the  Classroom  fails  to  truly  get 
students  to  see  beyond  the  book  and 
apply  theory  to  everyday  life. 

Instead,  students  are  writing 
crappy  papers  about  trivial  events  that 


Write  to  Us  Already 


Krystal  Katsouieris 

Assistant  Editor 


1  want  to  know  why  all  of  our 
readers  are  wusses.  So  many  people 
come  up  to  me  and  say,  "Wow,  I  love 
Langner's  reviews,  can  he  cover  this 
movie?"  Or,  "The  guy  who  wrote  the 
'Woods  vs.  Federer"  article  is  a  moron: 
here  is  an  oral  outline  of  why." 

I  give  the  same  response  every 
time  someone  gives  me  a  comment: 
"1  am  so  glad  that  you're  reading  The 
Weslenier\  Can  you  type  up  what  you 
just  said  and  send  it  in?"' 

Ninety-five  percent  of  the  time,  I 
get  "Nah"  or  "I  don"t  have  time""  or  "I 
don't  want  to:  that's  stupid,"  which  is 
fine  because  it's  typical  for  any  news- 
paper. However,  five  percent  of  the 
time,  I  get  liars:  "OK,  I'll  get  that  to 
you  soon." 

1  know  you're  lying.  You  know 
why?  Because  no  one  ever  writes  in. 
God  forbid  a  debate  breaks  out  on  a 
college  campus,  since  we  all  know  that 
hippies  and  protests  no  longer  exist. 

You  don't  have  to  be  a  radical  to 
write  two  sentences  about  how  you 
feel.  You  don't  have  to  be  an  upper- 


classman,  a  PolySci  major,  or  an  arch 
nemesis  of  the  staff.  You  don't  have  to 
disagree  with  the  articles  or  pass  the 
secret  test  written  in  every  issue  (see 
puzzle  page). 

Don't  be  afraid  of  The  Westerner. 
we  want  to  be  the  voice  of  YOU.  Un- 
fortunately, you  are  failing  at  the  one 
thing  we  ask  of  you. 

OK,  so  we  ask  two  things:  that 
you  read  the  paper  and  write  in,  but 
honestly,  isn't  it  a  great  way  to  put  off 
that  homework  you've  been  avoiding? 

"But  I'm  an  engineer;  what  if  the 
English  major  on  staff  makes  fun  of 
my  grammar?" 

Let  me  tell  you  something:  1  live 
with  five  female  biomedical  engineers. 
One  day,  my  roommate  asked  me, 
"Can  there  be  such  a  thing  as  a  single 
entendre?"  To  that.  1  replied,  "What 
the  hell  is  an  entendre?" 

So  the  next  time  someone  comes 
up  to  me  and  makes  a  insightful  com- 
ment on  the  paper,  I'm  going  to  whip 
out  handcuffs  and  attach  them  to  a 
computer  until  they  type  something. 

I'm  not  trying  to  scare  you  here... 
I'd  just  like  to  see  your  thoughts  in 
print  once  in  a  while. 


Love  us?  Hate  us?  Completely  indifferent? 
Let  us  know  what  you  think! 
Contact:  thewesternersn@yahoo.com 


BOSTON  UNIVERSITY 

SUMMER  STUDY 
INTERNSHIP  PROGRAM 


May  22 -August  17,  2007 

IHS  SUMMER,  ADVANCE  VOUfl  STUJES  AW  (£T  M  WORK  EXPERENCE  YOU  SEEK. 


YOU  CHOOSE 

TWO  COURSES  IN: 


Arts  and  Culture 

Business  and  Management 

Environmental  Studies 

Graphic  Design  and  Mass  Communication 

Iniernational  Studies 

Politics  and  Public  Policy 

Psychology  and  Social  Policy 

WE'LL  ARRANGE 
YOUR  INTERNSHIP. 

APPLY  BY  APRIL  23. 

617-353-5124 

vmw.bu.  edu/summer/internship 
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PUZZLE  1 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  number  in  tfie  empty  boxes  in  sucti  a  way 
that  each  row  across,  each  column  down  arvj  each 
small  9-box  squara  contains  aU  of  the 
nuFnbers  trofn  one  to  nine. 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  *★ 


*  Moderate  *  *  Challenging 
★  HOOBOYI 
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PUZZLE  2 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  numboi  in  the  empty  boxes  tn  such  a  way 
that  each  row  across,  each  ooiumn  down  and  each 
small  9-box  square  contains  all  of  {\>e 
numbers  frofn  one  to  nine. 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  *  *  * 


*  Moderate  *  *  Challenging 
*★*  HOO  BOY! 
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Super  Crossword 


I  LOVE 
NEW  YORK 


ACROSS 

54  Gratitude 

103  Actress 

9  Rendez- 

46 Inventor 

87  Mean 

1  —  France 

56  One  of  the 

Moorehead 

vous 

Howe 

Marquis 

6  Literary 

Hobblls 

105  Lot  size 

10  Synthetic 

52  The  Time 

89  Cockney's 

genre 

57  Murcla  Mrs. 

107  Symbol 

fiber 

Machine' 

abode 

11  One  of  the 

58  Vy^ne  word 

109  Fancy  fiddle 

11  Pantry 

people 

90  Pitch 

Bushes 

61  Concerning 

111  Uke 

slock 

55  Sign  of 

91  Cockpit 

14  Unretlned 

62  tzu 

molasses 

12  Duel  tool 

sanctity 

fig. 

17  Chemical 

63  The 

112  Wee  one 

13  Youth  org. 

56  Run  in  the 

93  Ratson 

compound 

Godfather" 

115  Blazer  part 

14  AUBURN 

wash 

d'  — 

18  More 

director 

116  ROCH- 

IS Parched 

57  Mineral 

96  Woodstock 

advanced 

67  TVs 

ESTER 

16  Uke  some 

spring 

performer 

19  BasJIlca 

"Ensign  — ' 

121  —  bind 

buildup 
17  Drivers' 

58  Offspring 

97  Connecticut 

area 

69  Downfall 

122  Balder's 

69  Likely  to 

city 

21  Paleozoic 

73  Warmed  up 

dad 

lies.,  e.g. 

last? 

99  It's  played 

74  Infant 

iz^  Willowy 

20  Painter 

GO  TROY 

with  a 

22  RYE 

76  Caustic 

124  '59  Marly 

Degas 

64  Canada's 

plectrum 

25  New  Jersey 

stuff 

Robbins  hit 

23  Peg  for 

capital 

103  Exist 

fori 

77  Soprano 

125  Cariou  or 

PfiJmer 

65  Crooner 

104  Crystal  of 

26  Where  the 

Dal  Monte 

Deighton 

24  Buddy 

Collins 

country 

buoys  are 

79  "Waking  — 
Devine" 

126  Prone 

30  Author 

66  f^ind  the 

105  Pie  — 

27  Article 

127  Stand  out  in 

Murdoch 

sum 

mode 

28  To  the  point 

("98  film) 

the  crowd 

31  Mid-size 

68  Ben  — 

106  Prepares 

29  Lightheaded 

80  slugger^s 

128  Use 

band 

-Wan 

pears 

31  High- 

stat 

rolterblades 

32  Devout 

Kenobl 

107  Sheep's 

pitched 

81  Let  up 

33  "Meln  — " 

70  Lohengrin's 

shaker 

instrument 

63  Coarse 

DOWN 

("Catiaref 

love 

108  Sarah  — 

32  Detective 

6S  Year,  in 
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Emmanuel  Upsets  Top  Seeded  WNEC  in  Semifinal 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


Fifth-seeded  Emmanuel  knocked 
off  WNEC  at  home  in  the  semifinals 
of  the  men's  GNAC  basketball  tour- 
nament 71-62  last  Thursday  night. 
WNEC  was  the  number  one  seed  go- 
ing into  the  tournament,  but  Emmanu- 
el had  just  enough  to  beat  the  Golden 
Bears  in  a  hard  fought  contest. 

This  was  the  second  year  in  a 
row  that  WNEC  bowed  out  in  the 
semifinals.  The  loss  ended  an  eleven 
game  win  streak  for  the  Golden  Bears. 
They  finish  the  season  at  19-9  (14-3 
GNAC). 

This  was  the  second  time  in  three 
days  that  Emmanuel  managed  to  upset 
a  higher  ranked  opponent.  Rob  Wil- 
liams-Hinton  led  Emmanuel  with  17 
points,  and  every  starter  scored  in  dou- 
ble figures. 

Both  teams  came  out  slow,  but 
midway  through  the  first  half  WNEC 
junior  Ryan  Hernandez  hit  two  three- 
pointers  followed  by  sophomore  Matt 
Maynard  with  a  three-pointer  of  his 
own.  Asif  Abdul- Wadud  led  the  team 
with  10  first-half  points. 

At  times  in  the  first  half,  the  Gold- 
en Bears  looked  as  if  they  would  pull 
away,  leading  by  as  much  as  six  points 
with  four  minutes  left.  However,  Em- 
manuel stayed  within  reach  thanks  to 
clutch  shooting  by  Williams-Hinton 
and  Mike  Jackson. 

In  the  second  half,  the  story  was 
much  the  same  as  both  teams  traded 
baskets.  WNEC  kept  their  lead  in  the 
early  minutes  thanks  to  short  range 
jumpers  by  junior  Jim  Bayne  and  ex- 
cellent defense  from  senior  center  Ma- 
lik Champlain,  who  smothered  Em- 
manuel's big  men  ail  night. 

Things  began  to  unravel  when 
several  key  players  got  into  foul  trou- 
ble. Bayne,  Maynard,  Abdul-Wadud, 
and  Kyle  Fredette  all  had  to  be  carefiji 
not  to  pick  up  a  fifth  foul. 

With  just  over  ten  minutes  left. 


Puzzle  2  Solution 


Asif  AbiM-Wadud  converts  another  free 
Men's  GNAC  tournament.  Abdul- 
Emmanuel  tied  the  game  with  a  layup 
by  Williams-Hinton.  The  game  re- 
mained tight  as  both  teams  traded  the 
lead  until  Emmanuel  grabbed  the  lead 
for  good  on  a  lay-up  by  Andres  Busta- 
mante  with  less  than  two  minutes  re- 
maining. 

WNEC  was  forced  to  foul  to  get 
the  ball  back,  but  Emmanuel  calm- 
ly made  their  free  throws  down  the 
stretch.  On  the  other  end,  the  Golden 
Bears  couldn't  convert,  allowing  Em- 
manuel to  increase  their  lead. 

Abdul-Wadud  fouled  out  with  14 
seconds  remaining  after  being  held 


-throw,  hut  it  isn 't  enough  as  WNEC  fell  to  Emmanuel  71  -62  in  the  semi-finals  of  the 
Wadud  would  foul  out  of  the  game  with  14  seconds  left.  Photo  by  Stuart  Ricc- 


to  only  two  points  in  the  second  half 
Levi  Smith  and  Williams-Hinton  hit 
a  pair  of  free  throws  for  Emmanuel  to 
ice  the  game. 

Hernandez  led  the  team  in  scor- 
ing with  13  points.  Abdul-Wadud  and 
Maynard  each  added  12.  Bayne.  who 
was  named  GNAC  Player  of  the  Year, 
was  held  to  seven  points,  only  half  of  were  defeated  59-57, 
his  season  average  of  14.5.  Champlain 


confributed  a  stellar  defensive  game 
with  four  blocks  and  eight  rebounds, 
but  Emmanuel  outscored  the  Golden 
Bears  41-28  in  the  second  half. 

As  a  result  of  the  win,  Emmanuel 
advanced  to  face  number  three  seed 
Rivier  on  Saturday,  February  24  for 
the  GNAC  championship,  where  they 
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Proven  Techniques 
Comprehensive  Materials 
Expert  Instructors 
Personal  Attention 
Guaranteed  Results 
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Princeton 
Review 


GMAT 

GRE 

LSAT 

MCAT 

Classroom,  Online,  Tutoring 
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Matsuzaka  Won't  be  the  Only  Impact  Player  for  Sox 


Aaron  Strampach 

Stajf  Writer 

Most  baseball  fans  know 
that  when  a  fastball  is  thrown, 
it  has  a  backspin.  and  when  a 
curveball  is  thrown,  it  has  a 
forward  spin  (from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  batter).  Well, 
imagine  a  pitch  that  spins 
sideways,  similar  to  a  bullet  or 
a  football  spiral. 

That  awe-inspiring  pilch 
has  been  coined  the  "gyro- 
ball,"  which  Popular  Mechan- 
ics contends  "breaks  like  a 
slider  ignoring  gravity."  Amaz- 
ingly enough,  it  may  be  in  the 
repertoire  of  the  26-year-old 
Japanese  right-handed  pitcher 
Daisuke  (pronounced  Dice- 
Kay)  Matsuzaka,  who  the 
Boston  Red  Sox  signed  this 
past  ofifseason. 

Although  this  pitch  may 
or  may  not  be  a  myth  and 
Matsuzaka  may  or  may  not  be 
working  on  it,  it's  a  certainty 
that  he  throws  six  good  pitches 
with  great  command;  a  mid- 
90s  fastball  with  late  move- 
ment, a  splitter,  changeup, 
slider,  curveball,  and  a  cutter: 


all  with  almost  the  same  deliv- 
ery. 

He  also  has  a  stellar  108- 
60  record,  2.95  ERA,  1,355 
strikeouts  for  the  Seibu  Lions, 
and  was  MVP  of  last  year's  in- 
augural World  Baseball  Clas- 
sic, posting  a  3-0  record  in  the 
tournament. 

Though  his  accolades  are 
well  documented,  some  ques- 
tions remain  about  Matsuza- 
ka's  performance  in  the  United 
States.  In  Japan,  he  was  pitch- 
ing against  batters  that  are 
slightly  better  than  AAA  hit- 
ters, and  when  he  faced  MLB 
batters  in  the  WBC,  he  was  in 
mid-season  form,  whereas  they 
were  in  pre-season  mode. 

He  also  has  to  get  used 
to  a  five-man  rotation,  as  he 
was  in  a  six-man  rotation  in 
Japan.  Furthermore,  for  all 
the  fanfare  surrounding  him, 
Matsuzaka  has  never  pitched 
a  day  in  the  majors,  let  alone 
the  tough  AL,  so  to  expect  him 
to  have  20  wins  and  an  ERA 
under  3.00  in  his  first  season 
may  be  unrealistic, 

Over  the  course  of  his  ca- 
reer. Matsuzaka  could  poten- 


After  a  disappoinfing  ending  last  season,  Josh  Beckett  looks  to  n 
hound  to  ace  status  in  2007.  Photo  courtesy  fi/mvw.redsoxjersey.i 


Japanese  pitcher  Daisuke  Matsuzaka  is  definitely  the  most  hyped  acquisition  of  the  Red  Sox  this  offsea- 
son, but  he  s  certainly  not  the  only  impact  player  making  headlines.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.  shuta.  net. 


tially  be  an  18-19  game  win- 
ner, with  a  few  20  win  seasons 
and  Cy  Young  awards  mixed 
in,  but  a  fair  projection  for 
his  2007  season  is  15-16  wins 
with  a  near  4.00  ERA. 

Daisuke  recently  report- 
ed to  Red  Sox  training  camp 
along  with  the  rest  of  Boston's 
pitchers  and  catchers,  and  was 
greeted  by  a  large  media  con- 
tingency that  has  literally  fol- 
lowed his  every  move.  With 
all  the  hype  surrounding  him 
ihough,  some  other  key  Sox 
acquisitions  have  been  over- 
looked. 

General  Manager  Theo 
Epstein  has  long  coveted 
SS  Julio  Lugo  and  OF  J.D. 
Drew,  and  has  signed  both  in 
the  offseason.  There  has  been 
controversy  following  the 
Drew  signing  due  to  his  injury 
plagued  career  and,  at  times, 
apathetic  play. 

Despite  the  controversy. 
Drew  should  be  a  slight  up- 
grade over  longtime  right- 
fielder  Trot  Nixon.  He  should 
compliment  the  dynamic 
offensive  duo  of  Ortiz  and 
Ramirez,  and  will  fit  well  into 
the  on-base  machine  that  is  the 
Red  Sox  lineup. 


As  for  Lugo,  the  Red  Sox 
hope  he  will  stop  the  revolving 
door  at  shortstop,  be  a  catalyst 
at  the  top  of  the  order,  and  take 
pressure  off  CF  Coco  Crisp, 
who  will  now  bat  towards  the 
bottom  of  the  lineup  after  a 
sub-par  2006  season. 

There  also  is  the  question 
of  how  RHP  Josh  Beckett  will 
rebound  after  last  season.  Al- 
though Beckett  began  the  year 
at  7-1  after  moving  ft"om  the 
NL  to  the  AL,  he  ended  it  with 
a  16-n  record,  5.01  ERA.  and 
career  highs  in  walks  (74)  and 
home  runs  (36). 

He  certainly  showed  spots 
of  greatness  and  proved  he  had 
the  stutT  and  the  fiery  attitude 
to  perform  well,  but  his  lack 
of  command  at  times  and  the 
burden  of  facing  AL  lineups 
contributed  to  his  downfall. 

If  Beckett  remains  com- 
posed and  trusts  catcher  Jason 
Varitek  more,  he  should  have 
a  much  better  second  season 
in  the  AL,  and  could  be  the  ace 
of  the  staff. 

The  Red  Sox  closer  posi- 
tion, though,  is  still  up  in  the 
air  Rookie  closer  Jonathan 
Papelbon  had  a  great  season 
last  year,  finishing  second  in 


the  Rookie  of  the  Year  voting 
after  recording  an  anemic  0.92 
ERA  and  35  saves. 

After  being  plagued  with 
a  season  ending  shoulder  inju- 
ry at  the  end  of  the  2006  sea- 
son, Papelbon  was  moved  into 
the  rotation  both  for  health 
reasons  and  so  that  he  can 
pitch  more  innings. 

Although  the  Red  Sox 
have  acquired  some  bullpen 
help  in  Brendan  Donnelly  and 
Joel  Pineiro,  neither  Epstein 
nor  manager  Terry  Francona 
have  ruled  out  the  possibility 
of  Papelbon  returning  to  the 
closer  role. 

It  seems  almost  probable 
that  Papelbon  will  eventually 
be  the  Red  Sox  closer  as  LHP 
Jon  Lester  should  return  to  the 
team  after  his  winning  bout 
with  lymphoma,  and  could 
potentially  fill  Papelbon 's  spot 
in  the  rotation. 

Although  these  issues 
are  important,  they  certainly 
won't  deter  the  media  frenzy 
surrounding  Matsuzaka's  ev- 
ery start.  And  no  hype  will  be 
greater  than  when  he  throws 
his  first  pitch  against  former 
Japanese  star  Ichiro  Suzuki  of 
the  Mariners. 


UPCOMING  SPRING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


03/03  Sat     Union  College 

03/07  Wed    State  University  College  at  Cortland 


Home  Games  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  a  "c 
Men's  Lacrosse 
1:00  PM 

3;30  PM 


03/10  Sat     Hartwick  College  1:00PM 

03/14  Wed    Amlierst  College  4:00PM 
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Eventful  Spring  in 
Boston  Sports 

WNEC  Basketball 
Wrap-up 

Upcoming  Sports 
Schedules 


Matthew  Caron 

Staff  Writer 

The  shrinking  enrollment 
of  the  Continuing  Education 
Program  at  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  could  put  three 
longtime  faculty  members  out 
of  a  job  by  May. 

Until  ten  years  ago,  the 
Continuing  Education  pro- 
gram was  a  money  maker  that 
helped  to  subsidize  the  full- 
time  programs  at  WNEC. 

The  program,  which  of- 
fers flexible  weekend,  evening, 
and  summer  classes,  is  no  lon- 
ger living  up  to  financial  ex- 
pectations. "There  have  been 
problems,  there's  no  ques- 
tion," stated  Provost  and  Vice 
President  of  Academic  Affairs 
Dr.  Jerry  Hirsch.  "Enrollments 
have  been  dropping." 


The  Continuing  Educa- 
tion program  has  eight  full- 
time  employees.  "We've 
reached  a  point  where  that  no 
longer  makes  much  sense," 
stated  Hirsch.  "There  are  two 
questions:  is  there  a  market 
out  there  for  this  program,  and 
can  we  literally  afford  to  keep 
these  employees?" 

The  college  will  typical  1\ 
offer  about  12  different  Con- 
tinuing Ed  courses,  but  only 
three  or  four  are  actually  run 
due  to  low  enrollment.  If  the 
trend  continues,  the  program 
will  need  to  be  overhauled, 
which  includes  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  full-time  fac- 
ulty. 

Though  no  names  were 
released,  "the  people  who  we 
would  need  to  be  let  go  have 
been  here  a  long  time;  one  for 


The  Continuing  Education  program  is  coming  very  close  to  losing 
money  for  the  college.  Photo  courtesy  ofwww.forsythe4kc.com 
12  years  and  another  for  about    next.  This  will  hopefully  help 


20,"  revealed  Hirsch. 

WNEC's  strategy  for  the 
future  of  the  program  is  to 
bring  in  consultants  to  take  an 
objective  look  at  how  the  pro- 
gram is  being  run  and  make 
suggestions  on  what  to  do 


the  College  to  identif>'  the  ar- 
eas in  which  the  program  is 
failing. 

There  are  four  parts  to 
the  Continuing  Ed  program: 
on-campus,  off-campus,  pro- 
Conlimicil  on  page  3. 


TAPS  Ghost  Hunters 
Visit  WNEC 

son,  and  is  based  in  Warwick, 
RJ.  Starting  off  as  a  small  or- 
ganization. TAPS  has  gained 
many  new  members  and  added 
other  organizations  to  its  net- 
work as  part  of  the  "TAPS 
Family."  In  2004,  TAPS  began 
airing  some  of  their  investiga- 
tions in  the  show  Ghost  Hunt- 


Kick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


On  Tuesday,  March  6, 
the  Campus  Activities  Board 
had  a  special  show  put  on  by 
"Ghost  Hunters'"  Jason  Hawes, 
Grant  Wilson,  and  Steve  Gon- 
salves,  stars  of  one  of  the  Sci 
Fi  Channel's  hottest  shows. 

Ghost  Hunters  is  a  televi- 
sion series,  currently  in  its  third 
season,  that  depicts  claims  of 
paranormal  activity  that  are 
investigated  by  The  Atlantic 
Paranormal  Society,  or  TAPS 
for  short. 

TAPS  was  founded  in  the 
mid-1990s  by  Hawes  and  Wil- 


Hawes,  Wilson,  and  Gon- 
salves  put  on  a  narrated  Pow- 
erPoint presentation.  Cases 
were  discussed,  ranging  from 
incidents  where  "sensitives" 
(people  sensitive  to  paranor- 
mal activity)  were  just  mixing 
medications  or  unknowingly 
Continued  on  page  7. 


n  (Jhosi  Hunters  Jason  Howes  (left)  ami  Grant  Wilson  spoke  at 
WNEC  on  March  6.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.epguidcs.com. 


Housing  Q&A 
With  Residence  Life 


Sara  Flynn  and 
Krystal  Katsouleris 

Westerfter  Staff 


On  March  6.  Nicole 
McCrath.  the  Assistant 
Director  of  Residence  Life, 
was  kind  enough  to  sit  down 
with  The  Westerner  to  answer 
questions  about  on-campus 
housing. 

When  is  the  housing  deposit 
due,  and  how  can  students 
pay  it? 

The  housing  deposit  is 
due  March  16.  Students  can 
walk  a  check  to  SAS  in  per- 
son, or  they  can  make  a  pay- 
ment online  which  is  now 
through  their  "My  WNEC" 
portal  page.  If  they  have  a 
credit  on  their  account  that  ex- 
ceeds $500,  they  can  go  over 
to  SAS  and  say  they  would 
like  to  apply  that  credit  to  their 
payment. 

What  changes  have  been 
made  to  housing  options  this 
year? 


Unfortunately,  one  perk 
that  went  away  for  seniors  is 
last  year  we  were  able  to  of- 
fer about  25  single  buyout  ef- 
ficiencies apartments,  where 
one  senior  could  live  in  an  ef- 
ficiency by  themselves.  This 
year,  we  can't  offer  that. 

There  is  still  one  perk 
that  remains  for  seniors;  we 
have  eighteen  one  bedroom 
apartments  in  Gateway  Vil- 
lage. They  are  set  up  for  three 
people,  but  if  a  senior  group 
chooses  then  [they]  can  do  that 
with  just  two  people.  Those 
are  called  reduce  capacities. 
We  have  been  able  to  preserve 
those  for  next  year,  and  there 
is  no  added  charge  for  that. 

What  are  the  housing  prior- 
ity rating  scores  based  on? 

[They  are]  based  on  your 
cumulative  GPA  so  far  and  the 
amount  of  credits  you  received 
so  far.  Right  on  the  Residents 
Life  web  page  there  is  a  link 
called  "Priority  Ranking 
Scores  Explained."  You  can 
click  on  that,  and  it  shows  you 
C  'ontinued  on  page  .1  
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Suggestions? 
Angry  letters? 
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The  opinions  printed  . 
this  paper  do  not  necesai 
ily  represent  the  views! 
The  Westerner.  The  wW 
emer  reserves  the  right  ^ 
reject  or  correct  any  artid 
letter,  classified  ad,  or  4 
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Sara  Flynn 

Sara  is  definitely  the  most  normal/sane 
person  on  The  Westerner  staff.  A  sopho- 
more communications  major,  she  hopes 
to  work  in  advertising  or  marketing 
when  she  graduates.  When  not  writing 
articles,  she  can  be  found  working  at 
The  Gap  in  her  hometown.  Her  biggest 
pet  peeve  is  liars,  and  she  recently  sur- 
vived her  21  birthday. 


Nick  Langner 

This  USSF  soccer  referee  and  student 
patroller  is  our  "quiet- but-deadly"  enig- 
matic staff  member.  Nick,  who  is  our 
movie  reviewer,  currently  has  videos  up 
for  competition  on  YouTube,  and  hopes 
one  day  to  either  pursue  a  career  in  the 
film  industry  or  work  for  the  CIA.  One 
person  he  will  never  interview/work 
with,  however,  is  Michael  Jackson,  who 
he  is  afraid  of  (and  rightly  so). 


Matthew  Caron 

The  editorial  staff  started  out  the  year 
doing  a  sacrificial  dance  to  the  journal- 
ism gods  for  a  news  writer,  and  they 
gave  us  Matt.  One  word  describes  him 
perfectly:  driven.  Only  a  freshman,  he's 
the  member  of  at  least  three  clubs/or- 
ganizations, including  the  brand-new 
Golden  Bear  Television  Club,  for  which 
he  is  the  President.  He  drives  a  1991 
blue  Buick  Century  with  a  dented  right 
rear  door,  three  hubcaps,  riveted  sheet 
metal,  and  brakes  that  squeal  inappro- 
priately. 


Stuart  Rice 
Our  regular  go-to  guy  for  WNEC  sports, 
Stu  joined  The  Westerner  to  get  some 
experience  with  journalism  because  he 
hopes  to  become  a  sports  journalist  after 
graduating.  He  is  also,  unknowingly,  a 
sports  philosopher:  "I've  grown  tired  of 
American  sports  and  Pm  now  a  huge  fan 
of  European  Soccer.  Go  MAN  U!" 


Diana  Sigona 

Diana  is  involved  in  more  activities  than 
even  she  can  keep  track  of  She  spent  last 
semester  abroad  in  Italy,  and  we  are  all 
still  jealous  of  her  incredible  tan.  Diana 
is  a  sports  management  major,  and  she  is 
absolutely  in  love  with  every  aspect  of  it. 
In  fact,  she's  got  a  major  crush  on  NBA 
star  Steve  Nash.  Hailing  from  New  York, 
Diana  claims  that  she  has  no  fears. 


L*Erin  Carmode 

One  of  17  siblings,  the  newest  addition 
to  The  Westerner  layout  staff  is  one  of 
our  more  excited  members.  In  fact,  she 
didn't  even  know  she  liked  layout  until  we 
chained  her  to  the  desk.  ..er... let  her  try  it 
out.  She  is  named  after  a  French  makeup 
company,  and  is  from  the  exciting  state 
of  Utah.  If  you  ever  share  milk  with  her, 
don't  leave  the  extra  ring  on  the  jug;  it  irri- 
tates her  greatly.  L'Erin  is  an  international 
studies  major,  and  after  she  graduates  she 
hopes  to  become  an  events  coordinator  or 
a  wedding  planner. 


Tiffany  Gray 

One  day  your  son  or  daughter  may 
be  reading  Tiffany's  novels  for  young 
adults.  She  is  our  first  official  layout 
staff  member,  and  we  can't  believe  she 
has  been  with  us  for  months  without 
jumping  out  of  her  dorm  window.  She 
misses  the  snow  from  her  home  state  of 
Vermont,  and  somehow  makes  the  trips 
back  and  forth  in  her  1985  Saab  900S. 


Evan  Heymann 

A  self-proclaimed  reptile,  Evan  is  most 
afraid  of  poachers.  He  is  the  sole  senior 
on  staff  and  a  polifical  science  major.  If 
you  play  the  music  of  U2  or  Jack  John- 
son around  him,  he'll  probably  kick  you 
like  a  soccer  ball.  When  he  graduates  this 
year,  his  big  plans  are  to  "facilitate  world 
peace  and  hang  out  with  Beetlejuice  (of 
Howard  Stem  fame)." 


Krystal  Katsouleris 


In  October,  Krystal  joined  The  West- 
erner "because  Jon  is  the  editor  and 
I  wanted  to  make  it  better"  A  junior 
English  major,  Krystal  is  the  only  one 
on  staff  who  actually  knows  what  she's 
talking  about.  She  plans  on  teaching 
English  to  high  school  students  after 
graduation,  ail  the  while  pursuing  her 
dream  of  being  a  professional  file  clerk. 
If  you  have  a  comment  for  her,  make 
sure  you  don't  approach  her  wearing 
tight  clothing;  Kiystal  is  a  self-diag- 
nosed "spandexophobic."  
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"HMA  "  continued 

exactly  the  numbers  that  we  use.  As 
soon  as  a  group  is  confirmed  on  HMA, 
their  ranking  score  will  come  up. 

What  changes  have  been  made  to 
HMA  from  last  year? 

Last  yean  once  a  group  confirmed 
their  group,  and  they  went  in  and  se- 
lected a  room,  they  had  48  hours  for 
everyone  in  the  room  to  confirm  and 
it  was  theirs.  This  year  they  only  have 
24  hours.  What  we  found  last  year  was 
everyone  was  so  excited  that  they  got 
their  room,  they  went  right  in  and  con- 
firmed it.  [Giving  48  hours]  made  the 
process  twice  as  long,  so  last  year  we 
ran  into  the  last  week  of  classes  and  we 
want  to  avoid  that. 

To  make  finding  roommates  easi- 
er, we  put  the  message  board  and  ques- 
tionnaire on  HMA.  That  way  you  can 
kind  of  search  if  you  needed  a  person. 
We  also  have  workshops  where  you 
can  find  roommates,  and  we've  actu- 
ally added  an  extra  one  this  year.  Your 
group  can  come,  and  you  might  be  able 
to  find  a  roommate  there. 

We  also  have  a  roommate  message 
board  this  year,  which  is  in  the  campus 
center  across  from  the  RHA  office.  We 
hope  that  we  have  a  lot  of  resources 
out  there  for  that  student  who  is  just 
kind  of  looking  for  that  one  person. 

A  lot  of  groups  had  the  same  rating, 
and  when  Evergreen  started  closing 
up.  it  seemed  that  it  came  down  to 
whoever  clicked  the  fastest  last  year. 


Are  there  any  plans  in  the  future  to 
change  that? 

There  is  a  eight  point  rating  scale 
for  each  class  year.  There  are  eight  dif- 
ferent levels  that  you  can  fall  into.  So 
the  chips  kind  of  fall  in  place  where 
they  may  based  on  how  many  people 
are  in  the  class,  the  groups  that  they 
form,  and  based  upon  GPA  and  credits. 


of  them  are  going  to  fit. 

The  other  thing  that  we  have  done 
is  added  a  FAQ  page.  One  of  the  hints 
that  we  give  is  how  you  can  speed  up 
the  housing  selecting  process  when  it's 
your  group's  turn  on  HMA. 

We  already  have  the  housing 
agreement  posted  online  both  on  HMA 
and  our  website  so  that  students  can 


DON'T  FORGET 
I $500  Housing  Verification! 
Payment  Due  March  16 


There  is  no  way  we  can  really  separate 
those  out. 

When  I  started  here  five  years  ago 
and  we  actually  used  to  line  students 
up  to  the  second  decimal  by  their  pri- 
ory ranking  score.  So  a  7.67  would  go 
before  a  7.65,  and  [they]  didn't  like  it. 
Students  felt  that  there  was  no  chance 
with  that,  and  they  wanted  more  of  a 
lottery  system.  So  instead  of  complete- 
ly going  to  a  lottery  system,  we  have 
the  eight  levels,  so  everyone  in  that 
level  has  a  fair  shot. 

There's  something  to  being  online 
right  at  the  same  time,  refi-eshing  that 
page,  scrolling  down  and  choosing  a 
room.  With  that  again  there  are  always 
students  who  are  upset  that  they  can't 
get  into  Evergreen.  We  try  to  be  really 
up  front  with  our  numbers,  letting  the 
junior  class  know  that  only  about  50% 


read  it  beforehand  so  they  know  exact- 
ly what  you  are  agreeing  to;  that  way, 
in  the  moment  of  actually  choosing  the 
house,  you  don't  have  to  worry  about 
reading  the  housing  agreement. 

Is  there  anything  else  that  students 
should  know? 

[Make  sure  to]  pay  the  housing 
deposit.  If  you're  late,  you  automati- 
cally go  on  a  waiting  list.  Last  summer 
we  were  able  to  house  everyone  on  the 
waiting  list,  but  it  wasn't  until  June. 


The  Westerner  Wants  You! 

We're  currently  looking  for  students  to 
work  as: 

Layout  Designers 
Staff  Writers 
Editorial  Staff 
Photographers 
Meetings  are  Mondays  at  6 

in  Rivers  103 

You  do  not  need  to  be  on  staff  to  submit  articles, 
letters,  or  pictures.  For  more  information,  or  to  submit 
content,  contact:  thewestemersn@yahoo.com 


"Continuing  Ed"  coniimied 
fessional  development,  and  confer- 
ences. Students  can  pursue  degrees  in 
business,  psychology,  sociology,  com- 
munication, and  liberal  studies,  among 
others. 

The  future  of  the  Continuing  Ed 
program  is  uncertain  at  best.  President 


Caprio  and  Dr.  Hirsch  are  waiting  to 
hear  what  the  consultants  have  to  say 
before  making  a  decision  on  what  steps 
will  need  to  be  taken. 

"[The  Continuing  Ed  program] 
is  teetering  on  the  edge."  said  Hirsch. 
"It's  coming  very  close  to  costing  us 
money.. .but  it's  not  there  yet."  


That's  a  long  time  to  wait  to  see  if  you 
have  housing.  There  wasn't  much  of  a 
choice  were  you  lived,  either.  It  was 
more  just  plugging  them  in. 

The  other  thing  is  just  read  every- 
thing that  we  put  out.  Our  website  right 
now  is  probably  the  best  place  to  find 
current  information. 

Where  is  the  best  avenue  to  direct 
questions  a  student  may  have  about 
housing  and  HMA? 

The  student  can  do  one  of  two 
things.  They  can  most  certainly  start 
with  the  residence  life  faculty  in  their 
residence  area:  their  RA  or  RM.  They 
have  been  trained  so  they  have  a  lot  of 
information;  most  RAs  are  students 
who  have  used  [HMA]  before. 

Outside  of  that,  they  could  go  to 
the  website,  which  is  right  off  of  the 
WNEC  web  page.  [Students]  can  also 
use  the  "Contact  Residence  Life"  but- 
ton, which  is  within  HMA  ...  it  will 
pull  up  a  window  for  an  email  and  it 
sends  that  email  directly  to  me.  Gen- 
erally !  get  back  to  students  in  one 
business  day."  They  also  can  most  cer- 
tainly stop  by  our  residence  office  or 
give  us  a  call;  our  office  hours  are  ft-om 
8:30am  to  4:30pm. 


The  (un)Usual  Suspects 


A  LENTEN  ART  EXPERIENCE 

Featuring  work  by  Paula  Wallace 
TUESDAY  MARCH  2"Tri-  FSIDAI  MARCH  30TH 

Hours:  1  1        pm  a  6pm-9pm 
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The  Astronaut  Farmer:  A  Decent  Popcorn  Movie 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


Sometimes  it's  good  to  take  a 
break  from  action  movies,  thrillers,  and 
state-of-the-art  special  effects  films.  A 
decent  popcorn  movie  about  goals  and 
family  can  be  surprisingly  good  these 
days,  as  Is  the  case  with  The  Asironaui 
Fanner. 

The  Astronaut  Farmer  tells  the 
story  of  Charles  Fanner  (Billy  Bob 


flight,  and  was  built  from  scratch. 

The  movie  opens  with  Farmer  rid- 
ing around  his  ranch  while  wearing  a 
spacesuit,  something  that  sets  the  stage 
for  how  obsessed  Farmer  is  with  space 
travel,  as  well  as  how  ridiculous  his 
project  seems.  Throughout  the  movie. 
Farmer  finds  himself  facing  many  ob- 
stacles, such  as  ridicule  from  friends 
and  family,  as  well  as  monetary  and 
legal  problems. 

When  he  tries  to  buy  the  necessary 


''While  at  its  core  it^s  another 
'follow  your  dreams '  movie, 
Astronaut  Farmer  is  able  to  pull 
this  theme  off  well.. 
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Thornton),  a  retired  Air  Force  pilot 
who  had  started  astronaut  training,  but 
gave  it  up  in  order  to  spend  time  with 
his  family  after  the  death  of  his  father. 

Still  clinging  to  his  dream  of  trav- 
eling to  outer  space.  Farmer  builds  a 
rocket  in  his  bam.  This  rocket  is  a  rep- 
lica of  the  Mercury-Atlas  rocket  used 
in  the  first  U.S. -manned  orbital  space 


amount  of  rocket  fijel  to  launch  his  cre- 
ation-and  himself-into  space,  the  FBI. 
CIA,  and  the  U.S.  military  are  alerted, 
and  they  begin  to  keep  a  close  watch 
on  Farmer's  project,  believing  it  could 
be  a  weapon  of  mass  destruction. 

The  FAA  steps  in  as  well,  telling 
Farmer  that  he  isn't  allowed  to  launch 
his  rocket  because  it's  illegal  to  do  so. 


From  this  point  on.  Farmer  must  make 
some  difficult  choices  and  sacrifices  as 
he  tries  to  save  his  dream  as  well  as  his 
family. 

Overall,  The  Astronaut  Farmer 
is  a  good  movie.  While  at  its  core  it's 
another  "follow  your  dreams"  movie. 
Astronaut  Farmer  is  able  to  pull  this 
theme  off  well,  using  an  interesting 
plot,  good  acting,  and  some  decent 
humor  as  well.  Thornton  does  an  espe- 
cially good  job  playing  his  role,  and  he 
has  a  few  one-liners  in  the  film  that  are 
pretty  funny. 

There  are  some  flaws,  though.  One 
scene  in  particular  happens  so  fast  and 
with  little  warning,  making  you  unsure 
whether  it  is  a  dream  or  reality.  The 
plot  is  a  little  far-fetched  as  well,  but 
overall  it  ends  up  being  a  pretty  good 
film.  It's  not  the  most  action-packed, 
fast-paced,  box-office  smash  out  there, 
but  it's  a  fijn  movie  to  see  with  friends 
or  family. 

Langner  Rating: 
3.5  Stars 


Charles  Farmer,  played  hy  Bill  Bob  Thor- 
lon.  talks  to  his  family  about  his  voyage  (o 
space  in  Astronaut  Farmer.  Photo  courtesy 
of  www.movies.yahoo.com 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 


The  TV  Guy  Once  Again  Asks:  Is  It  Just  Me? 

to  see  the  season  finale,  but  my  jaw 
dropped  lower  than  ever  when  Presi- 
dent Caroline  Reynolds  (played  by 
Patricia  Wettig,  who  has  been  spicing 
things  up  as  Nora  on  ABC's  highly  ad- 
dictive Brothers  &  Sisters  )  returned  for 
a  guest  stint  and  unexpectedly  called  it 
quits.  Cancer  or  no  cancer,  she  needs 
time  to  mourn  her  brotherly  lover.  And 
what's  SONA? 

Is  The  Black  Donnellys  trying  too 
hard  to  become  the  next  great  fam- 
ily crime  drama? 

After  seeing  several  episodes  of 
this  series,  I  must  say  that  I  was  ex- 
tremely under-whelmed.  Furthermore. 
I  can't  help  but  think  that  this  Sopranos 
wannabe  is  adding  too  much  brutality 
in  an  attempt  to  lay  a  sinister  founda- 
tion (I'd  say  chopping  a  corpse  with 
an  axe  certainly  fits  that  description). 
Either  way.  I'm  not  buying  it.  And  the 
series  narrator,  prison  inmate  Joey  "Ice 
Cream."  really  needs  to  find  a  better 
group  of  brothers  to  idolize.  Even  Mi- 
chael Schofield  and  Lincoln  Burrows 
would  make  a  better  impression! 


Do  the  Desperate  "Houschusbands" 
deliver  the  show  better  than  the 
Housewives? 

Desperate  Housewives '  most  re- 
cent episode  put  the  spotlight  on  the 
men  of  Wysteria  Lane,  and  1  must  say, 
it  was  a  refreshing  change!  The  icing 
on  the  cake,  though,  was  hearing  the 
late  Rex  Van  de  Kamp  take  over  Mary 
Alice's  weekly  espionage  duties.  He 
really  laid  down  a  more  sensible  per- 
spective on  the  foolhardy  lives  of  each 
resident.  I  was  so  caught  up  in  the 


The  fop  16  conleslanis  on  American  Idol.  Season  6  with  host  Rya 
Seacrest.  Courtesy  of  http://www.americanidol.com/pholos/. 


magnetism  between  Edie  and  Carlos 
that  I  didn't  even  notice  the  absence 
of  Bree,  whose  real-life  alter  ego  will 
finally  be  able  to  show  her  belly  when 
she  returns  to  the  series  after  recently 
popping  out  two  new  bundles  of  joy. 

Can  the  male  contestants  on  Ameri- 
can Idol  hear  themselves? 

Rules  state  that  there  must  be  an 
equal  number  of  men  and  women  in 
the  competition's  top  12,  and  that's 
the  best  possible  news  for  the  guys 
involved.  After 
that,  it's  going  to 
be  clear  sailing 
for  the  women. 
I'm  telling  you, 
the  guys  must  not 
be  able  to  hear 
how  excruciating 
they  all  sound. 
I  really  mean  it 
when  I  say  that 
seeing  more  than 
one  male  con- 
testant make  it 
to  the  final  four 
would  surprise 
me.  As  for  which 


guy  deserves  that  spot,  it  had  better 
be  my  man  Chris  Richardson!  No  one 
else  can  rally  the  audience  as  slyly  as 
he  can.  As  for  Sanjaya,  I'm  sure  there 
are  only  so  many  girls  out  there  who 
will  give  you  the  "pity  'cause  you're 
pretty"  vote. 

\sAre  You  Smarter  Than  a  5th  Grad- 
er the  most  ludicrous  show  of  the 
season? 

Some  shows  that  premiere  mid- 
season  surprisingly  make  it  (a  la  Grey's 
Anatomy),  but  others  just  prove  why 
they  didn't  make  the  cut  for  a  Septem- 
ber premiere.  Hey,  remember  in  fifth 
grade  when  you  learned  that  drugs  are 
bad  for  your  brain?  This  game  show 
kills  just  as  many  brain  cells!  JefT  Fox- 
worthy,  please  stick  to  your  Blue  Col- 
lar job. 

Is  Prison  Break  the  most  unpredict- 
able series  on  television? 

Alright,  that  may  be  a  bit  of  an 
oversight,  but  I'm  starting  to  lose  faith 
in  my  ability  to  predict  what's  next  for 
these  escapees.  Some  of  us  may  have 
believed  that  Steadman  wouldn't  live 


Questions  about  your  favorite  (or  least  favorite)  television  shows 
or  networks?  Contact  the  TV  Guy:  anthdelm@yahoo.com 
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'08  Field  Narrows  to  4  Heavyweights,  2  Upside-downers 


Matthew  Caron 

Staff  Writer 

Hillary  Clinton.  Barack 
Obama.  Rudy  Giuliani.  John 
McCain.  Remember  these 
names,  because  barring  some 
type  of  miracle,  one  of  them 
will  be  the  next  President  of 
the  United  States. 

These  four  candidates 
represent  the  political  heavy- 
weights that  have  a  legitimate 
shot  at  the  oval  office,  but  doz- 
ens of  other  second  tier  candi- 
dates have  decided  to  throw 
their  name  into  Uncle  Sam's 
hat  as  well. 

Many  thought  former 
Massachusetts  Governor  Mitt 
Romney  had  a  legitimate  shot 
at  grabbing  the  GOP  nomina- 
tion. However,  since  starting 
his  campaign  he  gained  the 
John  Kerry  "'flip-flop  com- 
plex" for  his  changing  posi- 
tions on  gay  marriage  and 
abortion  rights.  His  Mormon 


beliefs  and  35  percent  approv- 
al rating  upon  leaving  office 
is  why  Romney  sits  fourth  or 
fiffii  in  most  Republican  polls. 

Once  Massachusetts 
Senator  John  Kerry  quelled 
rumors  of  another  presiden- 
tial bid,  his  2004  loyalists  got 
nostalgic  when  Kerry's  Vice 
Presidential  candidate  John 
Edwards  announced  that  he 
would  run. 

However,  the  nostal- 
gia wore  off  when  John  Ed- 
wards' "good  ole'  southern 
boy  charm,  bom  and  raised  in 
a  middle  class  family  with  a 
vision  of  two  different  Ameri- 
cas" losing  philosophy  from 
2004  cropped  up  again.  He 
became  un-electable  and  weak 
on  national  security. 

Thus,  we  arrive  at  four 
very  different  candidates  to 
decide  between;  unless,  of 
course,  you're  one  of  those 
citizens  who  still  thinks  Ross 
Perot  or  Ralph  Nader  are  holy 
incarnates  destined  for  the 


Former  NY  Mayor  Rudy  Giuliani  has  a  good  chance  o/gelfing  the 
GOP  nomination  in  2008.  Photo  courtesy  ofmvw.msnbcmedia.com. 


Presidency. 

Democrats  have  some 
work  to  do  gearing  up  for 
2008.  Despite  outward  criti- 
cism for  the  war  in  Iraq,  a 
string  of  weak  Presidential 
candidates  has  prevented  the 
democratic  base  from  igniting 
change. 

Seen  as  whiny,  unpatriot- 
ic, and  weak  on  homeland  se- 
curity. Democrats  need  a  fiery 
candidate  for  both  mainstream 
and  fanatical  liberals  to  rally 
around. 

So  how  about  Hillary? 
Well,  lei's  put  it  this  way:  any- 
one who  can  put  only  their  first 
name  on  a  campaign  sign  and 
have  the  entire  country  know 
who  they  are  has  undisputable 
power. 

Love  her  or  hate  her, 
Hillary  is  a  Democrat  to  be 
reckoned  with.  She's  got  the 
money,  she's  got  the  name 
recognition,  she's  got  the 
popular  intern-friendly  hubby, 
and  she's  got  the  liberal  media 
slaving  over  the  coverage  of 
every  little  press  conference. 

What  Hillary  doesn't 
have  though,  is  charm.  Often 
described  as  "cold  and  heart- 
less," Hilary  runs  the  risk  of 
being  a  political  opportunist 
and  figurehead  If  she  doesn't 
present  a  mainstream  national 
agenda. 

Hillary  isn't  a  dynamic 
speaker  like  Bill;  she  can't  eas- 
ily fire  up  a  crowd.  She  needs 
to  find  a  homogeny  between 


showing  that  she's  a  strong, 
independent  leader  and  not 
coming  off  as  fake. 

Oh,  and  I  almost  forgot; 
Hillary  is  a  woman.  Granted, 
this  country  has  made  huge 
social  strides  in  recent  years, 
but  the  question  of  voters  be- 
ing ready  to  elect  a  female 
president  is  still  up  for  debate. 
She's  not  known  for  her  sur- 
prises, so  Hillary  will  have  to 
pull  ahead  early  to  win. 

Republicans  have  their 
own  problems.  The  biggest 
one  is  that  the  Republican 
field,  though  significantly  pop- 
ular, is  filled  to  the  brim  with 
candidates  that  have  spotty 
conservative  credentials. 

If  Republicans  are  to  win 
in  2008,  they'll  need  to  settle 
for  a  different  type  of  Repub- 
lican and  make  the  Democrats 
look  like  illegal-immigrant 
hugging,  national-security 
know-nothings  (which  might 
not  be  hard). 

Rudy  Giuliani,  the  wide- 
ly popular  former  New  York 
mayor  is  the  party's  strongest 
candidate.  He's  a  proven,  ar- 
ticulate leader  whose  popular- 
ity was  derived  from  the  9/1 1 
attacks.  Giuliani's  biggest  ad- 
vantage is  that  his  likability, 
and  his  popularity  ratings  are 
some  35  points  higher  than 
Hillary's. 

His  biggest  challenge 
will  be  appealing  to  his  con- 
servative base,  which  will  be 
the  biggest  funding  source  for 


WNEC  Could  Stand  to  Save  More  Money 


L'Erin  Carmode 

Westerner  Staff 
I  love  money  and  1  love 
school.  Somehow.  I  haven't 
figured  out  how  to  have  one 
without  the  other. 

1  often  wonder  how  our 
college  is  using  our  money. 
I've  contemplated  a  few 
things  that  I  wish  the  college 
would  change  that  would,  in 
theory,  save  us  all  a  little  bit  of 
money. 

Reduce  heating  temper- 
atures: 1  don't  know  how  the 
heat  is  in  other  buildings,  but 
in  Commonwealth  it's  sup- 
posed to  be  controlled  by  the 
individual  rooms.  That's  only 
slightly  true. 


Even  when  the  units  are 
completely  off.  there's  still 
some  warm  air  that  heats 
the  room.  Sometimes  this  is 
enough  to  force  me  to  sleep 
with  the  window  cracked. 

How  much  heat  are  we 
losing  because  rooms  are  too 
hot?  If  the  heat  was  turned 
down  just  a  few  degrees,  this 
possibly  could  help  reduce  the 
amount  of  warmth  that's  heat- 
ing the  buildings,  and  thereby 
cut  back  on  heating  costs. 

Books  as  part  of  tuition: 
We  all  hate  the  beginning  of 
the  semester  for  a  myriad  of 
reasons:  new  locations,  new 
professors,  new  classes,  and 
my  least  favorite:  new  books. 

As  a  freshman,  I've  al- 


ready spent  almost  $1,000  on 
textbooks  that  half  the  time  the 
professor  hardly  ever  uses. 

Yes,  the  books  can  be 
found  online  and  in  other 
places,  but  it's  still  a  pointless 
waste  of  money  if  you  can  do 
well  in  the  class  and  never  use 
the  book.  Professors  should  be 
of  more  help  when  detennin- 
ing  how  important  the  text- 
book is  to  the  class. 

I  think  that  students 
should  help  formulate  the 
parts  of  the  WNEC  budget  that 
directly  pertain  to  us.  Though 
there's  the  idea  of  grassroots 
lobbying  (working  from  the 
bottom  up  on  an  issue),  some 
issues  are  disregarded  by  the 
time  it  reaches  those  who  have 


the  power  to  fix  them. 

Having  students  as  part  of 
the  budget  committee  would 
promote  more  open  and  hon- 
est communication  between 
the  administration  and  the  stu- 
dent body. 

It  would  also  help  teach 
students  about  the  real  worid 
subject  of  money.  Though 
these  are  only  two  small  ideas, 
I  know  I'll  continue  brain- 
storming, if  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  simply  for  my  own 
personal  satisfaction. 


his  campaign.  He's  openly  in 
favor  of  gun  control  and  abor- 
tion rights,  which  puts  him  at 
odds  with  the  religious  con- 
servative demographic. 

Giuliani  will  also  need 
to  find  a  way  to  emerge  with 
the  same  untouchable  heroic 
image  after  the  media  eats  his 
personal  life  for  breakfast  and 
tlirows  it  up  over  every  tele- 
vision screen  and  newspaper 
in  the  country.  His  campaign 
will  reveal  some  scandal,  but 
will  hinge  on  his  ability  to  put 
forth  good  ideas  that  appeal  to 
the  American  people. 

Barack  Obama  has  a  shot, 
too.  He's  gained  some  major 
ground  on  Hillary,  but  I  think 
it  will  die  soon.  He  doesn't 
have  the  same  name  recogni- 
tion, especially  since  his  mid- 
dle name  is  "Hussein."  Money 
and  a  lack  of  experience  will 
be  faclorsO  in  the  long  run  for 
Obama. 

If  the  2008  John  Mc- 
Cain was  the  same  as  the  2000 
John  McCain,  he  might  be  the 
frontrunner.  Unfortunately, 
the  once  optimistic  maverick 
of  2000  is  now  an  old,  steam- 
puffing  politician.  Besides, 
McCain  is  a  RING  (Republi- 
can in  Name  Only).  However, 
I  will  say  that  nobody  knows 
foreign  policy  like  he  does. 

Finally,  1  have  two  "up- 
side-downer" candidates.  ! 
call  them  this  because  if  either 
one  of  them  decides  to  run, 
they  could  literally  turn  the 
election  upside  down.  They 
could  easily  contend  with,  if 
not  beat,  any  of  those  candi- 
dates. 

Watch  out  for  former 
Speaker  of  the  House  Newt 
Gingrich  and  fomier  Vice- 
President  Al  Gore.  Recent 
polls  have  them  third  behind 
the  two  frontrunners  of  their 
parties.  Combine  that  with 
the  fact  that  they  are  two  of 
the  most  intelligent  political 
minds  and  wow. ..watch  out! 

Whatever  your  choice 
may  be  in  2008,  just  remem- 
ber this:  dust  off  that  voter 
apathy  and  make  an  infonned 
decision. 


Love  us?  Hate  us?  Totally  indifferent? 

Let  us  know  wliat  you  thinii! 
Contact:  tliewesternersn@yahoo.com 
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Tired  of  Your  Music  Collection?  Try  Something  New 


Evan  Heymann 

Sla^m-iler 

If  you've  ever  had  the 
feeling  of  being  sick  of  the 
music  you  usually  listen  to, 
this  article  might  be  of  use  to 
you.  It  happens  to  almost  all 
music  listeners;  the  songs  you 
used  to  love  have  become  stale 
after  endless  play,  and  the  new 
stuff  on  the  radio  doesn't  catch 


your  ear. 

The  problem  with  solving 
this  dilemma  is  that  you  know 
there  must  be  music  out  there 
to  enjoy,  but  it  just  hasn't  been 
brought  to  your  attention. 

Because  I  sympathize 
with  the  plight  of  the  music- 
lover  bored  with  their  collec- 
tion, I  compiled  a  list  of  my 
top  40  rated  albums  in  the 
hope  that  it  might  open  some 
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musical  doors  for  you. 

Of  course,  this  list  only 
reflects  my  personal  taste  in 
music,  but  many  of  the  artists 
are  among  the  most  respect- 
ed in  the  music  community. 
Therefore,  if  you  listen  to  all 
40  albums  on  the  following 
list,  you  might  find  out  why 
Bon  Jovi  and  Jack  Johnson 
didn't  make  the  cut. 

If  there  are  artists  on  the 
list  that  aren't  familiar  to  you, 
I  encourage  you  to  check  them 
out.  Although  I  have  never 
ventured  into  the  dark  world 
of  internet  file  sharing,  I've 
heard  rumors  that  most  of  the 
music  on  this  list  can  be  found 
on  WNEC's  directory. 

If  it  isn't,  you  can  always 
revert  back  to  the  ancient  prac- 
tice of  buying  an  album.  After 
all,  a  great  album  is  worth 
much  more  than  the  $1 1  you'll 
pay  for  it. 

Listings  are  from  #40 
to  #1.  with  Marvin  Gaye's 
"Anthology"  winning  my  top 
ranking.  The  artist  is  listed 
first,  followed  by  the  album 
and  genre.  Artists  with  more 
than  one  noteworthy  album 
have  multiple  albums  listed. 


Evan's  Top  40  Albums 

40.  Keller  Williams  -  Breathe  (Acoustic) 
39.  Blind  Melon  -  Soup  (Rock) 
38.  Nirvana  -  Nevermind  (Altemalive) 

37.  Ludwig  van  Beelhoven  -  The  Essential  Beethoven  (Classical) 
36.  Feia  Ransome  -  Gentleman  &  Confusion  (African,  Fusion) 
35.  Black  Uhuru  -  Guess  Who 's  Coming  to  Dinner  (Reggae) 
34-  Bush  -  Sixteen  Stones  (Rock) 
33-  Eminem  -The  Shaw  (Rap) 

32.  Muddy  Waters  -  Hoochie  Coochie  Man,  The  Anlhology  (Blues) 
3 1 .  Rage  Against  Uie  Machine  -  Evil  Empire.  Rage  Against  the  Machine  (Rock) 
30.  Robert  Johnson  -  The  Complete  Recordings  (Folk,  Slues) 
29.  The  Allman  Brothers  Band  -  Eat  a  Peach  (Rock) 
28.  Kanye  West  -  College  Dropout  (Rap) 
27.  Incubus  -  Make  Yourself,  Science  (Rock) 
26.  Bob  Marley  -  Songs  of  Freedom  (Reggae) 
25.  Bob  Dylan  -  Blood  on  the  Tracks  (Rock.  Folk) 
24.  Al  Green  -  Greatest  Hits  (Soul) 

3.  The  Temptations  -  The  Ultimate  Collection  (Motown) 
22.  The  Band  -  The  Last  Waltz  (Blues,  Rock) 

I.  Lynyrd  Skynyrd  -  Lynyrd Skynyrd (Rock) 
20.  Alice  in  Chains  -  Jar  of  Flies.  Unplugged  (Rock) 
19.  Isreal  Vibration  -  Power  of  the  Tr/nj'n' (Reggae) 
1 8.  The  Gratefiil  Dead  -  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  American  Beauty  (Rock,  Jam) 
1 7.  Aretha  Franklin  -  Soul  69  (Soul) 
16.  A  Perfect  Circle  -  Mer  de  Noms  (Alternative) 
1 5.  Stevie  Wonder  -  The  Definite  Collection  (R&B.  Soul) 
14.  02xic  Tentacles  -  Arborescence.  The  Eternal  ff/jee/ (Rock.  Psychedelic) 
1 3-  Creedence  Clearwater  Revival  -  Green  River.  The  Concert  (Rock) 
1 2.  Elton  John  -  Tumbleweed Connection.  Monkey  Chateau  (Rock,  Pop) 
1 1 .  John  Coltrane  -  A  Love  Supreme  (Jazz) 
10.  Don  Carlos  ■  Roots  and  Culture  (Reggae) 
9.  James  Brown  -  Star  Time  (Funk,  Soul) 
8.  The  Beatles  -  5?/.  Pepper's...  iVhite  Album  (Rock) 
7.  Pink  ¥\oyd  ■  Dark  Side  of  the  Moon.  Echoes.  77ie  Ifti// (Progressive  Rock) 
6.  Van  Morrison  -  Moondance.  Greatest  Hits  (Rock) 

5.  ^uhVixne  '  Second  Hand  Smoke.  40  oz.  to  Freedom.  5i/Wime  (Reggae/Rock) 

4.  Led  Zeppelin  -  Led  Zeppelin  L  II.  III.  The  BBC  Sessions  (Rock) 

3.  Tool  ■  Aenima.  Undertow,  10.000  Days  (Progressive  Rock) 

2,  Jimi  Hendrix  -  Are  You  Experienced?  {Rock.) 

1 .  Marvin  Gayc  -  Anlhology.  Margin  Gaye  Early  Classics  {Molo\vn) 
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Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Exclusive  Interview  with  TV's  Ghost  Hunters 


"TAPS"  continued. 

experiencing  menopause,  to  actually 
having  objects  moved,  apparitions 
seen,  and  strange  voices  heard. 

Video  clips  showing  a  chair  mov- 
ing by  itself  and  shadowy  figures  in 
a  lighthouse  moving  at  superhuman 
speed  were  presented,  as  were  elec- 
tronic voice  phenomenon  (EVP)  clips, 
giving  skeptics  in  the  audience  a  tough 
case  to  argue. 

Afterwards,  questions  were  asked, 
including,  "What  do  you  think  about 
Ouija  boards?"  to  which  Hawes  re- 
plied, "Well.  Parker  Brothers  doesn't 
own  the  netherworld."  He  then  went  on 
to  explain  that  while  the  boards  don't 
contain  bad  spirits,  they  can  channel 
them  through  people. 

Ghost  Hunters  is  an  interesting 
television  show  because  unlike  most 
shows  about  the  paranormal,  the  TAPS 
team  attempts  to  debunk  activity  rather 
than  find  it.  More  often  than  not.  how- 
ever, they  end  up  having  serious  para- 
normal experiences. 

A  marathon  of  the  best  episodes 
of  Ghost  Hunters  will  run  on  the  Sci 
Fi  channel  on  March  21.  and  new  epi- 
sodes of  Ghost  Hunters  will  be  aired 
this  June. 

Before  the  presentation  last  week, 
I  was  able  to  have  a  brief  interview 
with  the  diree  TAPS  members. 

How  has  ghost  hunting  changed  your 
lives? 

Jason  Hawes:  It's  definitely  changed 
my  beliefs  when  it  comes  down  to  it.  I 
was  bom  and  raised  Catholic.  It's  not 
as  defined  as  heaven  and  hell,  I  guess. 
It's  taken  people  who  didn't  believe  in 
anything  they  couldn't  see.  except  for 
the  air,  and  made  them  fiill-fledged 
believers  of  the  paranormal,  and  you 
know  there's  something  going  on  out 
there. 

Grant  Wilson:  Yeah,  definitely,  it  helps 
you  realize  that,  because  you  grow  up 
in  school  and  stuff  and  learn  about  sci- 
ence and  laws  and  all,  and  then  you  go 
out  and  investigate  and  you  realize  that 
we  don't  really  have  much  figured  out 
in  this  world.  There's  still  some  sort  of 
fi-ontier.  But  it's  cool.  It's  fun,  gives 
you  a  chance  to  go  have  a  little  mys- 
tery. 


Steve  Gonsalves:  Yeah,  it's  definite- 
ly changed  me.  I've  been  to  places  I 
would've  never  been  to. 

How  do  your  families  feel  about  this 
job? 

J:  Mine  and  Grant's  families  have  al- 
ways been  very  supportive.  That's  the 
whole  reason  why  TAPS  exists  today, 
because  our  wives  and  our  kids  have 
stuck  behind  us  through  it  all.  They're 
the  backbones  behind  [TAPS]  being 
able  to  expand  like  it  has. 
G:  Yeah,  I  mean  our  kids  are  interested 
in  it.  They  think  it's  interesting  and  fim, 
maybe  do  their  own  little  investigations 
and  stuff,  but  the  support's  there,  and 
it  gives  us  the  ability  to  search  for  the 
answers  to  questions  we've  been  look- 
ing for. 

How  do  you  pick  which  cases  you 
want  to  investigate? 

G:  Put  'em  in  a  hat  (laughs). 
J:  There's  many  different  factors. 
When  there's  a  child  involved,  the  case 
takes  priority.  It  goes  up  to  the  head, 
you  know?  Also,  depending  on  where 
the  case  is,  we've  got  TAPS  family 
groups  all  over  the  country  that  we're 
able  to  dispense  cases  to. 
G:  Yeah,  and  you  got  to  do  some  psy- 
chological evaluation,  including  email 
and  the  phone,  but  like  he  said,  if  it's 
not  in  our  area,  we'll  send  it  to  a  group 
in  that  area  so  they  can  work  it  out. 

What  would  you  say  your  favorite 
investigations  are  so  far? 

J:  Well  I  definitely  liked  overseas  in 
Ireland.  St.  Augustine  Lighthouse,  the 
Stanley  Hotel — ^those  have  been  my  fa- 
vorite in  the  United  States. 
G:  Same.  Well,  the  St.  Augustine 
Lighthouse  was.  like,  I  don't  know. 
There's  a  lot  of  good  stuff  going  on 
there.  It  made  us  look  like  little  kids. 
J:  Ireland  was  cool  because  there's  a 
lot  of  stuff  there,  but  the  Stanley  Ho- 
tel brings  something  great  every  time 
we're  there;  that's  why  we  had  the 
live  show  there.  It's  just  an  interesting 
place. 

What  would  you  say  was  the  most 
frightening  investigation? 

G:  There  was  one  lady  who  was  really 
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kind  of  scary.  Ghosts  aren't  scary. 
J:  The  living,  that's  what's  you've 
gotta  fear.  There  was  this  lady  who  was 
doped  up  on  medication,  and  when  we 
went  to  her  house  we  found  out  she  had 
a  loaded  shotgun  and  a  loaded  .357  in 
her  house,  so,  uh,  yeah,  that  was  defi- 
nitely something  scary. 
G:  She  was  asking  us  to  pet  her  invis- 
ible cat.  That  stuff  freaks  you  out. 

You  guys  will  be  investigating  in  Chi- 
na in  November.  What  are  you  look- 
ing forward  to  most  there? 

J:  We're  going  over  actually  for  sight- 
seeing, but  we're  going  to  investigate 
while  we're  there,  too.  Not  filming  it 
for  the  show,  it's  just  going  to  a  place 
that's  so  much  older  than  the  United 
States.  1  think  it's  just  an  incredible 
thing. 

G:  Right,  and  the  way  they  look  at  their 
hauntings  is  totally  different.  I  mean, 
part  of  the  religion  over  there  is  they 
talk  to  their  ancestors  all  the  time,  so 
it's  weird.  They  rely  on  their  spirits 
over  there  more  than  we  do.  We  run 
away  fi"om  them,  they  go  to  them  on  a 
daily  basis.  It's  unique  to  investigate  in 
a  different  culture.  We  learned  a  little 
bit  about  that  in  Ireland,  but  I  think  this 
is  going  to  be  a  whole  other  world. 


Do  you  think  paranormal  activities 
are  different  based  on  the  country 
you're  in? 

J:  Yeah,  it  all  depends.  It  was  slightly 
different  for  us  in  Ireland,  so  I'm  sure 
it's  going  to  be  a  lot  different  for  us 
when  we  enter  China. 
G:  But  also  part  of  it  is  dealing  with  the 
client.  You've  got  to  figure  out  how  the 
clients  feel  about  it  all.  The  Irish  didn't 
care  if  it  was  there,  they  just  respect  it. 
J:  Yeah,  the  Irish  didn't  care  whether 
it  was  a  demon  or  a  ghost,  as  long  as  it 
didn't  get  carried  away,  [and]  as  long 
as  it  didn't  interrupt  their  drinks. 
G:  "Leave  my  beer  alone." 

Do  you  think  that  spirits  in  general 
can  be  good  or  bad? 

J:  Well,  just  like  people,  you  know.  You 
have  people:  some  people  can  be  good, 
some  people  can  just  be  bom  bad,  so 
I'm  sure  that  [it]  transcends  itself  into 
the  afterlife  as  well. 
G:  Yeah,  because  you  think  your  spirit 
or  your  soul  is  pretty  much  your  per- 
sonality, so  if  you're  a  jerk  in  real  life 
you're  going  to  be  a  jerk  when  you're 
dead. 

Many  pictures,  videos,  and  EVPs 
from  these  investigations  can  be  ac- 
cessed on  their  website:  www.the-at- 
lantic-paranormal-society.com/. 
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Eventful  Spring  Season  for  Celtics,  Patriots 


Aaron  Strampach 

Staff  Writer 


The  Boston  Celtics,  the  same 
team  who  set  the  franchise  record  for 
consecutive  losses  (most  of  them  with- 
out star  Paul  Pierce),  recently  won  four 
straight  games  before  losing  to  the 


Houston  Rockets. 

F/C  Al  Jefferson  was  named  East- 
em  Conference  Player-of-the-Week 
after  having  three  double-doubles  and 
averaging  23.5  points  and  14.5  re- 
bounds over  a  stretch  where  the  Celt- 
ics went  4-0.  Certainly,  although  the 
praise  and  attention  is  new,  Jefferson's 


Basketball  Wraps-up 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


Men^s  Basketball 

The  biggest  question  going  into 
the  start  of  the  season  for  head  coach 
Mike  Theulen  was  how  would  the 
team  replace  AlI-GNAC  guard  Jon 
Godbout. 

Facing  a  tougher  schedule  and  big 
questions  about  who  was  going  to  carry 
the  scoring  load,  the  Golden  Bears  an- 
swered any  doubters  by  winning  their 
first  ECAC  Division  III  title. 

Junior  forward  Jim  Bayne  led  the 
team  in  both  scoring  and  rebounding, 
averaging  1 5  points  and  nine  rebounds 
per  game.  At  season's  end,  Bayne 
was  named  All-GNAC  first  team  and 
GNAC  Player-of-lhe-Year. 

Fellow  junior  guard  Asif  Abdul- 
Wadud  and  sophomore  guard  Matt 
Maynard  were  named  All-GNAC  third 
team  and  Ryan  Hernandez  set  a  school 
record  for  three  pointers  with  a  total  of 
77. 

The  Golden  Bears  finished  the 


season  winning  14  out  of  their  last  15 
on  their  way  to  a  22-8  record  (14-2 
GNAC). 

Their  22  victories  were  the  second 
highest  in  the  program's  history.  The 
Golden  Bears  finished  the  regular  sea- 
son in  first  place  in  the  conference,  but 
lost  in  the  semi  finals  to  fifth  seeded 
Emmanuel  College. 

Women's  Basketball 

Although  their  season  ended  pre- 
maturely, the  Lady  Golden  Bears  fin- 
ished with  a  respectable  15-12  (8-3 
GNAC)  record.  Junior  guard  Jen  Dab- 
rowski  surpassed  the  1,000  point  pla- 
teau and  was  named  All-GNAC  first 
team. 

The  team  finished  the  year  strong, 
winning  10  of  their  last  1 1  games  be- 
fore losing  to  nationally-ranked  Em- 
manuel in  the  semifinals  of  the  GNAC 
tournament. 

The  team's  tournament  hopes 
were  significantly  hindered  when  se- 
nior forward  Sharon  Simoncelli.  the 
team's  second  leading  scorer  and  re- 
bounder,  went  down  to  a  season  end- 
ing injury. 


performances  aren't. 

He's  currently  seventh  in  rebound- 
ing, fourth  in  offensive  rebounding, 
has  31  double  doubles  on  the  season, 
and  has  improved  drastically,  both  of- 
fensively and  defensively.  Yet  it's  not 
only  Jefferson  that  has  been  playing 
well  recently.  Guard  Delonte  West  had 
a  career  high  31  points  and  10  assists 
in  the  win  against  Minnesota,  and  the 
team  as  a  whole  has  been  playing  very 
well. 

It's  clear  that  the  Celtics  will  not 
tank,  but  lets  face  it:  they  don't  have 
to.  Their  recent  win  streak  was  against 
poor  teams,  and  of  the  bottom  five 
teams,  the  strength  of  schedule  of  the 
Celtics  remaining  opponents  is  the  sec- 
ond toughest. 

However,  as  most  Celtics  fans 
know,  even  if  they  finish  with  the 
worst  or  second-to-worst  record  in 
the  league,  getting  the  first  or  second 
overall  pick  is  far  from  a  lock.  As  Celt- 
ics fans  watch  Ohio  State.  Texas,  and 
Florida  piay  in  the  NCAA  tournament, 
they  may  envision  the  stars  of  those 
schools  in  Celtics  green. 

With  the  NBA  in  full  swing,  con- 
ference tournaments  in  college  basket- 
ball underway,  and  the  NCAA  tourna- 
ment on  the  horizon,  March  Madness 
has  arrived.  Although  basketball  has 
taken  much  of  the  spotlight,  key  free 
agent  signings  and  trades  by  the  Patri- 
ots have  also  made  headlines. 

The  Pats  signed  free  agents  TE 
Kyle  Brady  and  RB  Sammy  Morris  to 


two-year  and  four-year  deals,  respec- 
tively. They  also  sent  a  couple  of  draft 
picks  to  Miami  for  WR  Wes  Welker, 
who  signed  a  five-year  extension. 

The  team  has  also  been  having 
discussions  with  ex-Eagles  WR  Dante 
Stallworth,  and  has  rumored  to  have  in- 
terest in  troublesome  but  talented  WR 
Randy  Moss.  New  England  made  the 
biggest  splash  when  they  signed  versa- 
tile LB  Adalius  Thomas,  who  some  say 
was  the  jewel  of  the  free  agent  market, 
to  a  five-year,  $35  million  contract. 

Versatility  is  certainly  the  word 
that  comes  to  mind  when  you  think  of 
Thomas,  as  he  can  play  at  both  line- 
backer positions,  end,  and  has  even 
seen  time  as  safety  and  tackle. 

Although  Thomas  should  be  a  fre- 
mendous  tool  for  coach  Bill  Belichick, 
this  and  other  moves  by  the  Pats  have 
certainly  been  out  of  character  for  the 
Pats. 

They've  been  thrifty  in  the  past 
(most  notably  not  re-signing  WR  De- 
ion  Brach  or  WR  David  Givens  before 
the  2006  season),  and  have  been  espe- 
cially prudent  in  the  free  agent  market; 
last  year,  their  key  deal  was  a  two-year, 
$1.85  million  dollar  contract  with  re- 
ceiver Reche  Caldwell. 

A  key  reason  for  their  splurging  is 
that  the  Pats,  due  to  their  money-sav- 
ing tendencies,  have  a  ton  of  cap  room. 
By  adding  talent  to  a  team  that  was 
one  win  away  from  the  big  game  last 
season,  they're  definitely  well  on  their 
way  to  the  Super  Bowl  this  season. 


UPCOMING  SPRING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 

Home  Games  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  a 

MEN'S  LACROSSE 

WOMEN'S  LACROSSE 

03/14 

Wed 

Amherst  College 

4:00  PM 

03/13 

Tue 

Endicott  College 

4:00  PM 

03/20 

Tue 

Nazareth  College 

4:00  PM 

03/15 

Thu 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute 

4:00  PM 

03/24 

Sat 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  c 

7:00  PM 

03/T8 

Sun 

Roger  Williams  University 

1:00  PM 

03/30 

Fri 

Eastern  Connecticut  State  University 

7:00  PM 

03/21 

Wed 

Manhattanville  College 

4:00  PM 

03/31 

Sat 

Norwich  University  c 

4:00  PM 

03/27 

Tue 

Eastern  Connecticut  State  University 

4:00  PM 

04/03 

Tue 

Tufts  University 

7:00  PM 

03/29 

Thu 

Elms  College  c 

4:00  PM 

03/31 

Sat 

Castlelon  State  College  c 

1:00  PM 

BASEBALL 

SOFTBALL 

03/25 

Sun 

Suffolli  University  c  (Doubleheader) 

TBA 

03/27 

Tue 

Westfield  State  College 

03/28 

Wed 

Roger  Williams  University 

3:00  PM 

03/28 

Wed 

Elms  College  (Doubleheader) 

TBA 

03/29 

Thu 

Eastern  Connecticut  State  University 

3:30  PM 

03/29 

Thu 

Franiingham  State  (Doubleheader) 

TBA 

03/31 

Sat 

Albertus  Magnus  College  c  (Doubleheader)  TEA 

03/31 

Sat 

Emerson  College  c  (Doubleheader) 

TBA 

04/01 

Sun 

Springfield  College 

1:00  PM 

04/03 

Tue 

Rivier  College  c  (Doubleheader) 

TBA 

04/03 

Tue 

Massachusetts  College  of  Liberal  Arts 

3:00  PM 

MEN'S  TENNIS 

03/19 

Mon 

Gordon  College 

3:00  PM 

03/27 

Tue 

SpringHeld  College 

3:00  PM 

03/21 

Wed 

Alvemia  College 

3:30  PM 

03/29 

Thu 

Clark  University 

3:30  PM  i 

03/22 

Thu 

Muhlenberg  College 

4:00  PM 

03/31 

Sat 

SufTolk  University  c 

1:00  PM 

03/26 

Mon 

Curry  College 

3:30  PM 

04/02 

Mon 

Nichols  College 

4:00  PM 
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A  History  Lesson  for  all  Those  April  Fools 


Evan  Heymann 

Sfq^  Writer 

Three  days  ago  was  April 
Fool's  Day;  the  day  Mark 
Twain  called  the  one  "upon 
which  we  are  reminded  of 
what  we  are  on  the  other  three- 
hundred  and  sixty-four." 

You  may  have  pulled 
some  pranks,  or  had  some 
pranks  pulled  on  you,  but  most 
likely  the  day  came  and  went 
without  much  ado.  These  days 
.people  seem  to  have  more  im- 
portant things  to  do  than  con- 
jure up  ways  to  "April  Fool" 
their  friends,  but  you  might 
have  wondered  how  the  whole 
thing  started. 

The  origin  of  April  Fools 
day  is  not  completely  clear,  but 
most  sources  concur  in  refer- 
ring to  the  unofficial  holiday 


as  a  remnant  of  celebrations 
once  practiced  during  the  ver- 
nal equinox- 

In  the  first  half  of  the 
1 500s,  countries  in  Europe  be- 
gan to  move  the  official  date  of 
New  Year's  Day  from  March 
25th  to  January  1st.  Without 
the  methods  of  communica- 
tion we  have  today,  it  took 
weeks,  months,  or  even  years 
for  some  countries  in  Europe 
to  hear  that  New  Year's  Day 
has  been  changed. 

The  confusion  that  en- 
sued was  most  likely  where 
April  Fool's  Day  began.  While 
some  were  unhappy  with  the 
change,  the  real  "fools"  were 
the  ones  who  didn't  know 
about  it. 

The  French  are  often 
credited  with  being  the  first 
April  Foolers.  Historical  re- 


Pranks  like  this  one  pop  up  all  over  the  world  on  the  unofficial  April 
Fool's  Day  holiday.  Photo  courtesy  of  mvw.atmos.i4iuc.edii. 


cords  show  that  Frenchmen 
were  the  first  to  have  fun  at  the 
expense  of  those  who  had  not 
yet  heard  the  news  of  the  New 
Year's  Day  move.  Early  prac- 
tices of  April  Fooling  included 
sending  people  on  "fool's  er- 


rands." giving  gag  gifts,  and 
mockingly  celebrating  New 
Year's  Day  on  April  1st. 

Five  hundred  years  after 
its  likely  origin.  April  Fool's 
Day  has  evolved  into  an  al- 
Continued  on  Page  2 


What  Did  You  Do  on  Election  Results 
Your  Spring  Break? 


One  of  the  Alternative 
Spring  Break  (ASB)  trips 
traveled  to  Baltimore  to  work 
with  homelessness,  hunger  is- 
sues, adults  with  disabilities, 
and  senior  citizen  community 
living. 

Students  and  staff  on 
this  trip:  Deana  Ste.  Marie 
(team  leader),  Mike  Guthrie 
(staff  advisor),  Alicia  Little, 
Jeff  Lee,  Diana  Sigona.  Diane 
Garcia,  Matthew  Haley,  Mike 
Murray,  Shannon  Bailey,  and 
Tara  Monzo. 


Above:  Deana  Ste.  Marie  ana 
Jeff  Lee  begin  to  sort  the  breaa 
at  Our  Daily  Bread  soup  kitchen. 
Left:  Marge  Vrquhart  is  ready 
for  demolition. 


The  second  ASB  trip 
went  to  Duluth  and  Two  Har- 
bors, MN  to  deal  with  issues 
of  domestic  abuse  and  home- 
lessness. 

Students  and  staff  on  this 
trip;  Julie  Surridge  (team  lead- 
er), Rose  Gage  (staff  advisor), 
Marge  Urquhart,  Ryan  Turn- 
er, Amy  Cimninghara,  Caela 
Goumas,  Krystal  Katsouleris, 
Jeremiah  Beers,  Michele  Pas- 
tuszak,  and  Deanna  Laffin. 


The  ballots  for  the  Stu- 
dent Government  elections  held 
on  March  27  are  counted,  and 
the  results  are  in!  Here  are  the 
Student  Senators  and  Student 
Council  Officers  for  the  2007- 
2008  tenri. 

Sophomore  Class 

President:  Nicholas  Kantany 
Vice  President:  Aaron  Kraus 
Secretary:  Alice  Sobulefsky 
Treasurer:  Kelly  Kulash 

Junior  Class 

President:  Nicole  Ste.  Marie 
Vice  President:  Nicole  Hagerty 
Secretary:  Mackenzie  Kay 
Treasurer:  Anthony  Case 

Senior  Class 

President:  Gina  Magliozzi 
Vice  President:  Stephanie 
Bellizzi 

Secretary:  Stephanie  Bibbo 
Treasurer:  Deana  Ste.  Marie 

Student  Senate 

President:  James  Tiemey 
Vice  President:  Stephanie 
Bibbo 


Resident  Representatives 

Mike  Carley 
Anthony  Case 
Brian  Michaud 
Emily  Vanlare 

Arts  &  Sciences 
Representatives 

Aaron  Kraus 

Tara  LePino 

Engineering  Representative 

Scott  Shaw 

Business  Representatives 

Robert  Carrino 
AJ  Pappas 
Amy  Samson 

Sen  tators-at-La  rge 

Tara  McCretton 
Lila  West 

Senior  Class  Representatives 

Gina  Magliozzi 
Deana  Ste.  Marie 

Junior  Class  Representatives 

Michelle  DiBeliis 
Brian  Gaouette 

Sophomore  Class 
Representatives 

David  Morrissey 
Jennifer  Scholler 
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Diana  Sigona 

Staff  Writer 


The  ASB  Baltimore  team 
spent  the  week  working  with 
Catholic  Chanties,  which 
designates  different  sites  for 
service  and  volunteers.  Three 
days  were  allocated  to  work- 
ing at  the  soup  kitchen  Our 
Daily  Bread,  which  serves  a 
hot  meal  every  day  to  an  aver- 
age of  more  than  600  people. 

Other  days,  the  team  went 
to  Gallagher  Services  to  work 
with  adults  with  developmen- 
tal disabilities,  and  the  Jenkins 
Center,  a  retirement  commu- 


nity. 

The  team  stayed  on  an 
army  base  at  Sarah's  House, 
an  organization  for  transition- 
al housing,  where  we  helped 
children  with  homework  and 
did  other  projects  on-site. 

ASB  was  a  great  oppor- 
tunity to  interact  with  people 
that  are  in  such  different  living 
situations,  and  are  mentally, 
physically,  and  spiritually  dif- 
ferent. Through  it  all.  we  all 
learned  to  look  past  the  dif- 
ferences and  see  the  true  per- 
son, unique  personalities,  and 
talents  of  the  individuals  we 
served. 


ASB-Baltimore photos  taken  by  Alicia  Little 


"April  Fool"  continued 
most  universally  observed  un- 
official holiday.  Unlike  other 
significant    calendar  days, 


April  1  doesn't  require  hom- 
age or  reflection.  It's  simply  a 
tribute  to  pranks,  tricks,  play- 
fiil  deception,  and  wit. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 

Response  to:  '08  Field  Narrows 
March  14, 2007 

"He's  gained  some  major 
ground  on  Hilary,  but  I  think  it  will 
die  soon."  I  have  now  lost  all  respect 
for  this  paper. 

As  of  March  9  Obama  is  behind 
in  the  polls  (AMR)  behind  the  oth- 
er candidates  by  only  a  few  points. 
Considering  the  fact  he  has  almost 
no  name  recognition  I  would  call 
that  astounding. 

He's  about  as  clean  as  politi- 
cians get  and  his  latest  book  is  num- 
ber three  on  the  New  York  Times' 
hcsi  seller.  His  plan  has  always  been 
grassroots;  his  followers  devoted, 
Find  me  a  person  that  wouldn't  vote 
for  him  and  I'll  show  you  someone 
who  doesn't  know  who  he  is. 

-Phil  Knight  (2008) 

hup;//americanresearchgroup.com/ 
(AMR)   


Journalism  220 
Producing  a  College  Newspaper 

This  three  credit  course  is  designed  to  expose  students 
to  newspaper  production  by  offering  hands-on  experience 
working  for  The  Westerner.  A  portion  of  class  time  will 
be  reserved  for  regular  staff  meetings,  while  the  rest  will 
be  dedicated  to  learning  about  journalism  and  desktop 
publishing.  If  you've  ever  considered  working  on  The 
Westerner,  this  is  a  great  opportunity  to  earn  college  credit 
for  your  efforts! 

For  more  information,  contact  Ian  Martin 
imartin@wnec.edu,  or  atxl385 
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300  Combines  History  and  Fiction 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


Many  people  find  that  history  is 
sometimes  a  boring  topic.  What  better 
way  to  make  history  more  appealing  to 
the  masses  than  to  turn  it  into  an  ac- 
tion-packed, effects-filled  movie? 

300  is  the  film  adaptation  of  a 
comic  book  by  Frank  Miller.  The  story 
is  based  on  the  Battle  of  Thermopylae, 
a  legendary  conflict  that  took  place 
in  Greece  in  480  B.C.  There,  an  elite 
group  of  warriors  from  Sparta  held 
off  the  army  of  the  Persian  King  Xe- 
rxes for  a  considerable  amount  of  time, 
even  though  the  Spartans  were  vastly 
outnumbered. 


trained  in  combat,  and  King  Leonidas 
was  the  leader  of  the  Spartan  force. 

Even  the  weapons  and  tactics  of 
the  Spartans  are  portrayed  as  histori- 
cally accurate  in  the  movie.  Some  of 
the  phrases  used  came  directly  from 
the  historical  records  of  Herodotus, 
something  that  deserves  credit. 

There  are  also  many  fictitious  ele- 
ments in  300.  There  were  no  monsters 
or  fantastical  creatures  fighting  in  the 
Persian  army,  and  the  Spartans  actually 
wore  armor,  not  just  the  leather  under- 
wear and  capes  they  wear  in  the  film. 

300  is  a  decent  popcorn  flick;  it's 
okay,  but  definitely  not  great.  The  vi- 
sual effects  are  done  in  an  interesting 
fashion;  the  scenes  are  somewhat  gritty 


V 


"300  often  seems  like  little  more  than  a 
bunch  of  men  in  their  undergarments 
engaging  in  a  massive  bloodbath... " 


300  contains  many  historical  ac- 
curacies. For  example,  there  were  300 
Spartans  at  Thermopylae  (referred  to 
by  its  translation  "The  Hot  Gate"  in  the 
movie)  who  did  hold  off  the  Persian 
army.  Spartan  boys  were  taken  away 
fi'om  their  families  at  age  seven  to  be 


and  washed-out,  with  emphasis  placed 
on  symbolic  colors  (for  example,  the 
red  cloaks  of  the  Spartans),  and  the  dif- 
ferent environments  give  the  movie  a 
comic  book  feel. 

However,  300  often  seems  like 
little  more  than  a  bunch  of  men  in  their 


Gerard  Buller  stars  in  the  historically-based 
undergarments  engaging  in  a  massive 
bloodbath  where  they  never  seem  to 
die  despite  the  massive  odds  against 
their  survival.  The  Spartans  could  at 
least  have  been  given  some  armor  like 
they  really  wore.  The  movie  would 
have  seemed  less  like  a  gory  body- 
building competition  that  way. 

The  focus  of  300  seems  more  on 
the  violence  and  effects  than  the  actual 
significance  of  the  battle.  The  addi- 
tion of  monsters  and  strange  creatures 
makes  the  movie  seem  even  stranger 
fqr  those  familiar  with  the  historical 
Battle  of  Thermopylae. 

300  earned  $70,885,301,  break- 


300.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.scoop.cn.nz. 
ing  the  record  for  the  biggest  opening 
weekend  in  the  month  of  March  and 
becoming  the  third-highest  grossing  R- 
rated  movie  in  its  opening  weekend. 

All  in  all,  if  you  like  history,  ac- 
tion movies,  or  are  looking  for  some- 
thing new  to  watch,  then  300  may  be  a 
movie  for  you. 

Langner  Rating: 
3  Stars 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Stajf  Writer 


The  TV  Guy  Explains  Midseason  Madness  Malady 

Mind  you,  I  could  personally  find  this  series  more 
informative  than  entertaining!  However,  I  found  the 
characters  to  be  reasonably  three-dimensional  right 
from  the  get-go.  which  is  always  a  benefit.  Rather 
than  ensuring  their  clients  have  the  best  day  of  mari- 
tal bliss  possible,  how  about  making  The  Wedding 
Palace's  sole  purpose  to  ensure  that  FOX  can  find  a 
show  worth  keeping  on  its  lineup?  The  fact  that  they 
shipped  new  episodes  of  The  Wedding  Bells  off'  to 
the  Friday  night  "death  slot"  demonstrates  that  they, 
too,  don't  see  much  of  a  future  for  it.  Oh  well. ..the 
divorce  rate  is  high.  1  probably  wouldn't  want  to  see 
how  most  of  these  marriages  turned  out  anyway. 
Score:  6  out  of  10 


That  time  of  the  television  season  has  arrived: 
the  failures  of  last  fall  have  been  swapped  with  a 
slew  of  mid-season  replacements.  This  year,  how- 
ever, I  find  myself  so  unimpressed  that  I'm  actually 
looking  forward  to  the  offering  of  the  perennially 
mundane  summer  .shows  instead.  Very  few  hits  have 
arisen  from  late-winter  launches,  so  while  you  may 
enjoy  some  of  the  following  revie^ved  programs,  let 
me  warn  you:  have  Jun,  but  don't  get  too  attached! 

October  Road  (ABC)  -  From  my  observations,  TV 
fans  seem  to  either  be  in  love  with  this  series,  or  else 


/  tV  / 


Comedian  Andy  Richter plays  Andy  Barl)er,  a  C.P.A. 
turned  private  investigator  in  NBC  s  new  comedy  silcoti 
Photo  courtesy  of  http://www.slltodayami 


they  despise  it.  Personally,  I've  found  myself  leaning 
toward  the  latter.  Despite  the  appeal  of  having  a  cast 
filled  with  alumni  from  such  hits  as  That  70s  Show, 
7th  Heaven,  and  One  Tree  Hill,  the  cliched  premise 
of  October  Road  has  made  it  hard  for  me  to  become 
a  regular  viewer.  How  many  other  movies  and  TV 
series  have  done  the  "man  returns  home  ten  years 
later  after  starting  a  new  life"  plot?  Beyond  just  the 
storyline,  the  dialogue  is  too  wooden  for  me,  as  well. 
Although  we  know  most  of  the  actors  well  enough, 
I'm  having  a  difficult  time  getting  to  know  them  as 
characters.  As  for  ten-year-old  Sam's  peanut  allergy, 
I  can  hear  Maury  shouting  right  now;  "Nick  Garrett, 
you  ARE  the  father!" 
Score:  5  out  of  10 

The  Black  Donnelly's  (NBC)  -  In  my  last  column, 
I  was  a  bit  harsh  to  this  newbie  mob  drama,  but  for 
good  reason.  While  the  more  recent  episodes  have 
been  easier  to  follow  and  get  involved  in,  the  stories 
are  repeated  week  after  week.  By  now,  everyone  in 
New  York  should  know  to  never  borrow  anything 
you  can't  pay  back.  Why?  Because  trying  to  collect 
someone's  debts  is  basically  what  every  episode  is 
all  about.  With  The  Sopranos  concluding  soon,  tele- 
vision could  use  another  family  crime  drama.  Unfor- 
mnately,  NBC  shot  too  far  under  the  target  with  this 
one. 

Score:  4  out  of  10 

The  Wedding  Bells  (FOX)  -  A  few  months  ago, 
ABC's  dud  Big  Day  taught  us  that  tedious  plan- 
ning ofaweddingjus^^ 


Andy  Barker,  P.I.  (NBC)  -  While  this  is  by  far  the  un- 
derdog of  this  list  of  shows,  it's  also  my  favorite  one. 
The  naturally  funny  Andy  Richter  takes  another  shot 
at  the  small  screen  in  this  fast-paced  detective  com- 
edy about  a  C.P.A.  who  suddenly  develops  a  charm 
for  being  a  "private  eye"  after  he  is  mistaken  for  the 
previous  P.I.  tenant  of  his  new  ofllce.  While  not  the 
breakout  comedy  that  network  TV  needs  today,  Andy 
Barker.  P.I-  is  entirely  original,  and  after  seeing  the 
entire  first  season  already.  1  have  been  anything  but 
disappointed.  Unfortunately,  with  such  low  viewer- 
ship,  the  chances  of  seeing  the  show  return  this  tall 
are  probably  worse  than  the  odds  of  me  watching  Are 
You  Smarter  Than  a  5th  Grader? 
Score:  8  out  of  10   


Questions  about  TV?  Contact  the  TV  Guy: 
anthdehn@yahoo.  com 
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On  The  Air  With  Dr.  Caprio  ^l^r"**" 


WNEC— On  TWsthy,  Squmber 
1 7.  (hm  6:  )0-8  p.111..  duriit  •  llv< 
ciill  Ui  show  <m  WNBK-FM.  ini- 
iWnbi  had  (he  opfmtuntty  to  voice 
iheir  a()(n(on!>  about  the  colktc 
i«lk  «boui  what  chuiges  they 
v,-ou\d  like  to  \ec  in  the  futuie,  and 
cxp^v^^  coDceniii  ahout  currvnl 
campus  manen  to  Dr.  Anthony 
CapinxtheimrlNMlllMllofWMI- 
cntNewButtandCnUeie. 

*i  ha\-c  this  profbund  hope 
that  this  instilutttm  can  really  be  a 
place  thai  is  vrr\'  positive  fot  our 
studenti  and  anybody  who  works 
lor  the  insdtutkm,"  Caprio  laid  a> 
he  rtelded  questions  that  nuifod 
from  the  Allure  of  the  college's 
academic  ptxignuns  and  growth,  to 
ihe  relationship  of  the  students 
u  ith  the  administration. 

M  WNEK  inoderdor  Nick 
Wolkowice  slated,  even  in  the 
short  anwuni  of  time  Caprio  has 
been  piTxident.  he  has  pioven  to 
he  a  "compleie  180  Idegiec  turn) 
Rom  dM  put  pieaidnH."  Caprio 
i>  iimtiMil  in  hearint  the  voice 
or  the  MudaBli  and  buildlni  an 
open  communkulvt  KloUaoihlp 
with  thorn. 

Ikklng  Unit  from  his  busy 
■dMdult  tocsmnmntcaitwlthite 
uuilana  on  a  ponoool  bvel  it  a 
step  in  the  right  diiactfon.  Stnct 
StpMtetl.CipriohMbnnbyty 
mwilm  with  ihaml.  miiliii.  he- 
ulty,  and  wious  Mudnt  taadm. 

Nm  only  did  OifilD  tmwm 
quMdou  and  |l«t  kit  own  lapM 
iM,lai 


kyCMaltasw 


rll.aWNBCwIeaaK 


votxdoatepM. 

tat  t 


iM>l  i  ll I iMil il«dl»  flM >g 
(wo  tarioKMa  tM*  i>  *e  Onma; 
AforaMM  VtBife.  Dofhe  *t 

sboc4nng  aeverify  of  IAk  anadc 
both  sMiJeMs  mi  Piabtoc  Safcry 
alilee  Me  iddNg  acalm  aaid  TCaln- 
ttc  a^fnMch  aowoids  tvoctng  vo 
dKiacsdeaL 

ANhotogli  noMier  of  die  neM 


hta  daw  the  Qaewiv  ooaa- 
ptex.  AABtMMBfam«>«eiMp 
by  b«»gi«>  «•  4oMV  kc  waa 

■imtlt.bMlea.aJ  robbed  by  tlK 

SoairaMcr.  oac  Qaeway  rcxi. 


Dr.  Anthony  Caprio 


dwre  doea  net  lecta  hi  be  aNy 
widevnad  pwic  «■  tke  p«tar 
in  Oanway.  or  tbe  mat 
mVht.  MbcSaMyPokoeChef 
Oaiy  Bamea  denibed  *e  anaalt 
OS  a  '^aBdom  tting.'^  Banies  be* 
Iteves  tiMR  Mcb  ewMs.  iWli'anll 
nnloitunate.  are  not  alwicys  on. 
awMaNe.  TbereisontyiomKA 
one  CM  do  K>  prevent  it."  exptoiaed 
Banies 

The  student  asaaolaed  (w^CMt 
name  will  be  witblKM  for  privacy 
fcnmas)  cnnM  do  IMe  w  e>oi|^ 
the  sibMtioa,  «%kli  was  wfro- 


deal  befcrt  WNBC  aad  Sfrmg- 
fMd  Mice  amved.  IV  laadenl 
was  taken  to  a  local  bssspilal. 
VMa0d.aNd  WierTCAenaed.  a  <  lad 
it«  10  Mdic  SA«y  OIKcMs. 

Oner         ^vioe  (or  aa- 
dtals  an  bttp  ovoM  nock  Mnre  ot- 
Mcfa  B  to  "  be  floare  woR  of  dieir 
He  Mrcned  di 
is«obe~awa 
wtkool beteg aAwd-  Alotofit 


MaijryodatiwibiwdMa 
9)imestalellordKcacMag«gl«. 
bat  dK  aaxM>  Ml  hat  anakilly 


Iwuni  that  Caprio  fell  Ihe  student's 
Involvement  with  the  campus 
community,  and  their  happiness 
wilh  the  ovendl  maimer  In  wbkb 
dw  colkft  iMMt  dMir  tModh  It  of 
paitmouatinponiimokliii.  Ht 
tncrMngMi  ibitlHilB  10  votes  dMrif 
naodi  10  fbnilly  aad  ateliiun- 
iloa,  to  winiplt,  ki  MOMMd 
tku  •  ciUat,  who  koa  pwblil 


dlin^lifciii  TbUliyoueiatil. 
Mta,  Wi  ton  •  nofOBtlblUiy 
10  wk*  um  your  diint  It  vtht- 
■Mt,"  kt  uld  M  hi  dwilkdd  how 
tvoryona.  fhimHudtautn  admin- 
lindt»  an  vMal  In  tfci  wnaoi  of 


h  nil  ntnliitn  ilmwikiitM  ila 


iMnkin  li  Ihi  SladMtt  AteMi- 
nilvt  OHIbm.  iddNtt  da  ite- 
doa  dintdly  ad  upWa  10  dMM 
how  ltd  Ml  whM  ihi  It  Id  Ik* 
oUlM  aylai  n  iilk  10  ihwk 

Onimidk'iWwt  li  of  td- 
mou  Idyaittiici  lo  Clfilo.  Hi 
btUtvM  Ikil  da  lnfonM  Job  oT 
dn  iwitdwi  It  >i  Hm*  w  upin- 
lot  wpfiHt  J  lad  nckltvo  t  cot. 


lectivegaal.  "My)ilbiiM)ljiMIM 
listen  Mlvldaally,  bat  «D  Mm  !■< 
duo  kc  iMt  to  ay  and  flttd*  «■ 
die  wty  Id  do  mH  «r  Ik*  Mtfi 
tku  I  ■taw  IK  iHfonaH  »  wigr 
ptopk."  CapitobilinctitaiA* 
ctiUitt  limiijr  tat  •  "^oM  km- 
dHkdk"  kdl  htldt hdte  til*  Ma- 
tag." 

Oipito  kiliAy  MfhdMd  watt 
ofd»pk*adw»kehai>»i«f»l 
aha  It  tktady  t  •^mang  iatiat- 


■M  wkh  Ik*  iMdMdt  0*  1  R|». 

l»kitlii«dilki»tagMiiJkm«t 
apMk^Mii* 
ktiflii  I* 


MMftr 


Con«M*  Fal  SpoM  Sefiwluto 
tMkjrlng  an  WNEC  Mwns 

SiMtMM  SanM  RMIM 


IWklwIkMwaMTM..' 


'vraEC  Tuition  Increases  $90  a  Year 


11  Ui*  ccficrd  (wully 
iiwuii  m  taenue  «(  ^>  to 


k^Dr.noMHMM  A.Hrwm     Iuvc  «orcei  «k  tiicnne.  ah   tmHaHf}tf*mt  2*f% 

1  tave  itueiiUy  «Bm  t  MOot    — ■ —  - 
of  A  BOMc  4dMn  pfof^un 
eMMat  -llm^  a  WarM 
OauMe."      mitf«lw«  «m4 

liie  imn  iKy  tar  »  MMm  in- 
crtne  «(  *M  Mr  «oM«niic 
y«r  if»-IM«  «  WNGiC.  nic 
nonml  tsMM  nuc  tar  MB- 

 ' — -  «iai)etHM;«fi 


rolMtaii  «n  Ruber  UkmIot 


tocWBertauMMrhi 
D«y  DIvMa  ai4  Mi 


Mitai  ai4  Mi  Mr 
r  IMV  ki  (be  Eva*« 


ttKratMtlM«IMtw«(U«Mck 


jHinul  can  «(  luw 
bam  rMng  at  a  rate  «bail  Wft 
M0nr  «ua  avBvfe  amwl 
tncraaw  k  Uw  Cwwiniu 
race  lata.  State  l»y  Ok 
Part  Paylattaa  ciaOia  utts 

nam  Iran  Mb  by 
iha  <Mkce  tar  scn4cea  *a> 
ikM  mar  a  •(«  year  yaM 
aa-  eiiu  tm  tmti  kaw  *h 
cnaae*  VSI%.  Ur  m/m  tut 
pa«<er  3M«.  tar  peakaiK  «M%. 


m  in  tacsMy  aalariai.  IMt  ta,  I 
IxaHevc.  a  rtckly  deaerved 
increaae  ban  ecitatilly  a 
matal  aae  bi  Mnm  oT  today'! 
HvtaC  oaais  and  in  tams  «(  ttie 
Spawy  «>  oar  racoRy. 

h  may  be  small  comfort  to 
kntm  tbai  casta  at  other 
private  coUacas  are  tii^ier 
than  iheae  at  WNBC,  but 
MIowint  ia  a  M  «f  n«ion 
diarces  at  jnaUUCtaaa  arMdi 
misM  cmnpare  with  this 
Oemfa.  Ptaaae  nate  that  thaae 
are  caaeanl  diafi^aB  whtcb 
pmbaMy  vil  be  ratacd  for 


Aaiuiiifitlaii  MIW; 
$an:  Bcxtley  UM: 
CVIXge  %ns»^  Bixton 
Univertily  tt*m;  Bryant 
«i«M:  Clark  SUM;  Curry 
$24m;  Emerson  «M«;  Palr- 
n<U  tam;  l^anldin  Pierre 
tan-.  University  of  Haitfont 
%13m,  Merrimack  «IM«; 
Naaon  tisn;  New  England 
Usm.  Nichols  RIM;  Nor 
theastem  «I*M;  Norwich 
UIM;  <)uinnlpiac  wm. 
Springfield  Thomas 
«»«;  Windham  ttSSO;  Wor 
ceater  Tech  yaso.  This  list 
dcHbtrately  has  omHted  the 
so-called  Ivy  Leane  w^iere 
coats  are  much  Mghet-.  iMit 
Yale,  with  tuitioa  for  neict  jwar 
at  $«B0.  is  typical. 


The 


Westerner 


Ttmndav.  Krbmat^-  Ji.  1*Tt 


Westerner  Archives 


In  our  office,  we  have 
a  file  cabinet  containing  ar- 
chived editions  of  The  West- 
erner. One  of  our  favorite 
things  to  do  when  we're  go- 
ing crazy  from  stress  is  to 
look  back  at  some  of  those  old 
Westerners. 

Not  surprisingly,  a  lot  has 
changed  since  those  issues. 
However,  it's  also  interest- 


ing to  note  that  some  things 
haven't  changed  as  much  as 
we  might  have  guessed. 

In  this  edition,  we  includ- 
ed a  few  archived  front  pages 
for  your  enjoyment.  While  the 
publication  dates  are  long  past, 
we  can  assure  you  that  the  is- 
sues (Gateway  assault  and  tu- 
ition increases)  are  anything 
but  old  news. 


Assault 

boca  left  bctaad. 

Sen  CnainilHaL  1  sophoaKire  Imn;  in  Gtfeway.  echoetf  ibe  M- 
limeab  of  mm  iwIwi  by  nang  -%  may  haiat  iffocaeJ  mt." 
Sbe  baib  on  tlull  xkwpoial  by  poaing  Mm  ^fatabon:  "^Myi  mt  yoa 
goiae  w  *>,  hide  in  your  boaae  tar  Ae  RM  of  yoar  bier 

Seaaor  Ih  MdBacbeni  anay  have  sananed  a  ben  by  nmply  flW - 
«tg  ifen  'XEiplaiw)  h^Hpan  ~ 

AI«iaa(>aMaiiaadaw»«»ei».taiia<nolaibi»iiic>dwi  iiimt)i  <ir> 


Sctphonore  SbeMy  IM.  ilao  ofiGaewiy.  nBMnaad  «Mt  tae  «' 
«Kk  has  nade  ba 'IMak  (Moe  aboai  gnaai  oai  doae  «  atgkL"  Sbe 
«fan atantiwil oa« taad dhoal tae ab»a»<ie of PaMic Siiety.  Haade 
me  notioe  bow  I  bavcat  Mft  aary  foflk  paaoL"  Hjfl  ^ainped. 

Tbae<ae  i'iMi^j«eaK|a«aiablew«»rrie».ftbi  Matkbaiibaea 

pliye<<<tra»ca<yaaarw  iii'<ia<doooMwace.Mii  «iadaia(*ai  

aswiami  baa  itaiiiietatoobeyco— aaity.  b^0oes«o*ow*ai 
even «laaer-mi»>/ WNBC. httbwtaiaKbato mm  ■laaltaeccr 

ft*  ior  WW  tatw  b*  beat  tMe  paMx  taa(er.pnaM«.  c>a|«  tar 
«  tae  Mm  aae*  mipenMe  tar  ac« 

Saatarttawway  b*fa  Pan  tVaayaai  utam  aohlMii  NMfc 
Siii«y»rtail>iij<uaidpiraraa«ty.  HetbiaaioobiaaMltenbyahMc- 
teiieait  ike  vMeal  qttaade  •  ^MiaeMag  taa'i  (otai  «•  b^fpea  «e 
laK binit»aadaaa««yh.  AalasMtfa*»atat«ebiRa9iiiWM9r. 
fc>alattata>pea«tai»  in]»m»n  «lao." 


3  Weeks  in  London  for  6  Credits 

To  be  taught  at  Richmond  University  in  London,  May  25  to  June  1 7, 2007. 

The  two  courses  together  will  fulfill  three  college-wide  "perspectives"  requirements: 
arts,  cultures,  and  history,  as  well  as  LBC  (Learning  Beyond  the  Classroom).  The  com- 
bined cost  for  the  two  courses  is  $3,850,  which  includes  airfare,  tuition,  room  and  board, 
and  field  trips.  (Tuition  alone  for  6  credits  is  $2886,  so  for  less  than  an  additional  $1000 
you  get  air  transportation  to  and  ft^om  London,  three  weeks  of  room  and  board  in  Lon 
don,  and  guided  field  trips!) 


CUL  290 

HIST212/ART2I2 


Victorian  England 
London  Through  the  Ages 


E.  Barcalow 
T.  South 


Registration  Deadline:  April  20 
Contact  Prof.  South  (ext  1593;  tsouth@wnec.edu) 
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PUZZLES 


ACROSS 

1  C*rt8lead-in 
4  jM'Sik 
7 

12  Fleur-de-  ■ 

13  (mportam 
numefa 

14  Conversation 


Idng  Crossword 

I 


15  SquMsquln 

16  Discuss 

18  Candle  count 

19  Goodman^ 
style 

20  Pop 

22  Fuss 

23  Touch 

27  -SNL-alum 

Tm 
29  UpHnow 
31  Abrade 
34  ^MImp 

36  ClamDoni 
greup 

37  Usianing 


36  NYSEooun 

terpart 
38  Ashsn 
41  Labynnlh 

goal 
45  Modet-air 

plane  MQOd 

47  Canvass  pt. 

48  Pedestian 
lour 

52  Bom 

53  Wlckerworlt 


54  Uka- 
modemist 


55  Makeaded- 

10  Winler 

Young,  e.g. 

sion 

amotion 

36 

Clear  the 

56  MH(y«quids 

11  Wgglestan. 

decks 

57  Kreston's 

lyplcaHy 

37 

Foltows 

claim 

17  Radndial 

40 

Lasttnoidol 

58  To  the - 

21  Fasten 

Tarmar  in 

degree 

23  Blazing 

the  DeT 

DOWN 

24  Cranberry 

42 

Noble  gas 

1  JeiiMtoi' 

territory 

43 

Klutzy 

Gamer  aenes 

25  Spoon- 

44 

Choppers 

2  Jargon 

tiender  Geller  45 

Music 

3  Sentout 

26  Orte  of 

segments 

invittUons 

Rose's  sons 

46 

On 

4  Courage 

28  Slithery  fish 

48 

"Holy 

5  Sortof 

30  Historic  time 

mackerel  r 

6  Rolablo 

31  mS  worker 

49 

Btond  shade 

7  Ruglype 

(Abbr.) 

50 

Whopper 

8  XtiaitoOB's 

32  Drone 

51 

Crucial 

9  UNagcyL 

33  Mighty  Joe 

PUZZLE  1 


PUZZLE  2 


My  Music  Picks 


L'Erin  Carmode 

Westerner  Staff 


Music  has  always  been  a  top  pri- 
ority in  my  life.  My  dad  introduced 
me  to  oldies  and  my  mom  to  late  'SOs 
and  early  '90s  soft  rock.  Their  24-year 
age  span  gave  me  decades  of  music 
to  learn  to  love.  I  didn't  really  realize 
what  a  wide  genre  of  music  i  own  un- 
til a  neighbor  stopped  by  my  room  and 
said  he  thought  I  was  the  only  person 
he  knew  who  will  play  classical,  hard 


Weekly  SUDOKU 

Weekly  SUDOKU 

by  Lirxia  Thistle 

by  Linda  Thistle 
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ICULTY 

THIS  WEEK; 

Mma  »*  OiiengmQ 
•  •*  HOOBOYi 

*  Moderate  *  •  Chillenging 
•  *  •  HOO  BOY' 

rock,  country,  R&B,  pop,  and  rap  all  in 
the  same  20  minute  music  set.  If  you're 
getting  bored  with  your  own  iPod  mix- 
es or  just  want  to  try  something  new, 
here  are  a  few  of  my  favorite  albums. 
Since  I've  never  claimed  to  be  a  mu- 
sic theory  expert,  i  can't  justifiably  say 
which  album  is  greater  than  the  other. 
The  list  is  in  alphabetical  order  by  art- 
ist, followed  by  album(s)  name. 


My  Favorite  Albums: 

•Amy  Grant  -  Lead  Me  On 

'Anberlin  -  Never  Take  Friendship  Personal 

'Anna  Nalick  -  Wreck  of  the  Day 

•Aretha  Franklin  -  /  Never  Loved  a  Man  the  Way  I  Love  You 

•Ashlee  Simpson  -  /  Am  Me 

•Beach  Boys  -  Made  In  the  U.S.A. 

•Billy  Joel  -  River  of  Dreams 

•Black  Eyed  Peas  -  Monkey  Business 

•Bon  Jovi  -  Cnish 

•Bruce  Springsteen  -  Born  in  the  U.S.A. 
•Cascada  -  Everyfime  We  Touch 
•Chicago  -  Grealesi  Hits  1982-1989 

•Enya  -  Paint  the  Sky  With  Stars,  Walermark.  Shepherd  Moons  , 
•Fall  Out  Boy  -  From  Under  the  Cork  Tree 

•Five  for  Fighting  -  A  Battle  for  Everything   

•Gwen  Stefani  —  Love.  Angel.  Music.  Baby. 

•Gusler  -  Keep  it  Together 

•Kelly  Clarkson  -  Breakaway 

•Kenny  Chesney  -  The  Road  and  the  Radio 

•James  Blunt  -  Back  to  Bedlam 

•Josh  Groban  -  Josh  Grobati.  Closer 

•Journey  -  Greatest  Hits 

•Linda  Ronstadt  -  Cry  Like  A  Rainstorm.  Howl  Like  the  Wind.  Dedicated  to  the  One  I 
Love 

•Maren  Ord  -  Waiting 
•MEST  -  MEST 

•Most  Relaxing  Classical  Ever  -  Various  Artists 
•Panic!  At  the  Disco  -  A  Fever  You  Can 't  Sweat  Out 
'Pirates  of  the  Caribbean  Soundtrack  -  Various  Artists 
•Rachel  Loy  -  Love  the  Mess 
'Remember  the  Titans  Soundtrack  -  Various  Artists 
•Snow  Patrol  -  Eyes  Open 

•Streetlight  Manifesto  -  Everything  Goes  Numb,  Keasby  Nights 

•The  Clash  -  London  Calling 

•The  Click  5  -  From  the  Imrie  House 

•The  Carpenters  -  Interpretations:  25th  Anniversary  Collection 
•The  Fray  -  How  to  Save  A  Life 
•Yanni  -  In  Mv  Time 
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ASB  Minnesota:  This  Is  Why  I^m  Hot 


Krystal  Katsouleris, 

Assistant  Editor 


Alternative  Spring  Beak-A/mHe- 
sota  spent  their  trip  working  on  demo- 
lition for  the  Women  Working  in  Con- 
struction Company  (WiCC)  of  Duluth. 
WiCC's  three  stated  goals  are:  to  teach 
women  construction  skills,  to  utilize 
women  crews  to  work  on  renovation 
and  new  construction  projects,  and  to 
assist  women  in  entering  jobs  that  pay 
livable  wages. 

WiCC  is  contracted  by  North 


Shore  Horizons,  which  is  the  only  or- 
ganization that  deals  with  domestic 
violence,  counseling,  homelessness, 
and  transitional  housing  between  Two 
Harbors,  ^4N,  and  Canada.  Our  group 
saved  North  Shore  Horizons  almost 
$20,000  in  expenses  by  doing  demoli- 
tion on  their  new  site. 

1  learned  more  in  this  one  trip 
about  life,  the  real  world,  my  personal 
limits,  and  so  much  more  than  I  have 
in  any  class  that  I've  taken;  to  become 
part  of  a  group  of  ten  who  put  everyone 
else  before  themselves  is  amazing. 


April  Is... 


With  so  many  organizations  crowding  up  the  internet,  it's  hard  to  assign  each  of 
them  their  own  personal  month,  so  many  have  to  share.  We've  compiled  a  list  of 
some  of  the  more  ridiculous  organizations  diat  stake  a  claim  to  April. 


National  Frog  Month 


STD  Awareness  Month 

m 

Outdoor  Power 
Equipment  Safety 
Month 


Facial  Protection  Month 


Math  Education  Month 


Earthquake 
Preparedness  Month 


Backpack  Safety  Month 


Puzzle  1  Solulion 


Puzzle  2  Solution 


□  □El  nSDCIE] 

BtaE)  □□□□□ 
□□□B  asaa 

□□B  ODDQIDB 
OaEaOQ  BDDdB 
BOQBBID  DBB 

□  CDQa   QQQ  DEIQB 

BCIDCD  BQQ 

□OOBQ   BDD  BOD 

□□naG  onoi  Don 


Proven  Technique 
Compmhenmlw  MmteriMi* 
Expert  Inmtructon 
Personal  Attentfon 
Guaranteed  Remultm 


The 

Princeton 
Review 


GMAT 

GRE 

LSAT 

MCAT 

Classroom,  Online,  Tutoring 
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SPORTS 


Spring  Sports  Teams  Look  to  Continue  Their  Success 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


Men's  Lacrosse 

This  year's  lacrosse  learn 
has  firepower  and  depth,  but 
there's  one  thing  they're  miss- 
ing: championship  hardware. 
This  veteran  team  is  led  by 
Senior  attacker  Adam  Cherry 
(the  school's  all-time  leading 
points  scorer),  junior  goalie 
Chris  Body,  and  sophomore 
defender  Jared  Pabis. 

All  three  were  named 
preseason  Division  III  AIl- 
Americans.  Junior  attacker 
Bryan  Cofrin  leads  the  team 
in  scoring  as  of  March  28  with 
1 9  points,  and  junior  midfield- 
er Jon  Hayes  has  contributed 
nine  points.  Last  year's  team 
finished  with  a  record  of  14-3, 
including  an  undefeated  re- 
cord in  the  Pilgrim  League. 

"So  far  the  team  is  play- 
ing well.  We  are  playing  at  a 
high  level,"  said  head  coach 
John  Klepacki. 

The  Golden  Bears  already 
have  a  big  win  on  their  resume, 
beating  sixth  seeded  Nazareth 
9-4.  A  win  over  MIT  brought 
their  record  to  5-0,  and  the 
team  moved  up  to  #12  in  the 
weekly  United  States  Intercol- 
legiate Lacrosse  Association 
(USILA)  D-III  Coaches'  PoH. 

Next  up  for  the  Golden 
Bears  are  some  key  conference 
games  against  Tufts  (4/03)  and 


local  rivals  Springfield  Col- 
lege (4/1 8),  who  upset  WNEC 
in  a  thrilling  championship 
game  last  year  by  a  score  of 
12-11. 

Look  for  WNEC  to  make 
it  back  to  the  championship 
game;  this  time  they  hope  to 
be  the  ones  going  home  with 
the  trophy. 

Baseball 

With  a  team  that  returns 
with  all  but  two  starters  fi-om 
last  year's  GNAC  champions, 
this  year's  team  looks  to  re- 
peat and  go  fiirther  in  the  D-lII 
championship. 

Last  year,  the  team  com- 
piled a  35-12  record  (12-2 
GNAC),  which  was  the  best 
in  school  history.  They  also 
won  the  GNAC  championship 
and  placed  third  in  the  NCAA 
D-II!  New  England  Regional 
Tournament. 

Coach  Matt  LaBranche 
says,  "we  are  optimistic  and 
expectations  are  certainly  high 
coming  off  the  best  year  in 
school  history,  plus  we  return 
[with]  most  of  our  key  play- 
ers." 

The  pitching  staff  is  an- 
chored by  junior  Chris  Ander- 
son and  sophomore  Jason  Piz- 
zoferrato.  Seniors  Tom  Morgan 
(IB),  Josh  Jacobs  (3B),  Garri- 
son Ward  (CF),  Stephen  Han- 
jack  (C).  and  Eric  Smolin  (LF) 
lead  the  veteran  group  of  field- 


Currently,  the  team  has 
five  players  batting  above 
.300,  led  by  junior  Ryan  Kra- 
vontka  (-375),  and  Anderson 
has  a  record  of  2-0  with  a  ERA 
of  0.71. 

The  team  opened  the  sea- 
son in  Florida  competing  in 
the  Port  Charlotte  Invitational. 
They  came  back  with  a  5-4 
record  and  a  win  in  their  last 
three  contests. 

Softball 

It  has  been  quite  a  run 
in  the  GNAC  for  Coach  Lori 
Mayhew  and  her  team  over 
the  past  six  years.  The  team 
has  captured  six  consecutive 
GNAC  titles,  and  entering 
their  last  year  in  the  confer- 
ence, they  hope  to  end  it  with 
one  more  trophy. 

The  team  finished  last 
year  with  a  record  of  37-10 
and  an  amazing  23-1  mark  in 
the  conference,  but  the  loss 
of  their  two  top  hitters  due  to 
graduation  may  mean  there 
will  be  less  pop  in  the  yotinger 
lineup. 

Senior  Jess  Nelson  (IB) 
and  juniors  Meredith  Pacelli 
(3B)  and  Stephanie  Ganser 
(2B)  lead  a  strong  group  of 
infielders,  and  are  all  currently 
hitting  close  to  .400  to  start 
the  season.  Junior  Alex  Patter- 
son and  sophomore  Brittany 
DeGennaro  are  the  team's  two 


best  returning  pitchers. 

The  Softball  team  had 
a  tough  trip  to  Florida  over 
spring  break  where  they  went 
2-6  at  the  Gene  Cusic  Softball 
Classic.  They  look  to  gel  back 
on  track  after  winning  their 
first  doubleheader  against 
Framingham  State. 

Women's  Lacrosse 

In  their  final  year  in 
the  New  England  Women's 
League  Alliance  (NEWLA), 
the  Lady  Golden  Bears  want  to 
go  out  as  champions  one  more 
time.  Last  year's  team  won  the 
conference  title  for  the  third 
season  in  a  row  and  went  to 
the  NCAA  D-III  tournament, 
finishing  with  a  record  of  1 3-6 
(6-ONEWLA). 

They  will  have  a  tough 
task  ahead  as  the  team  gradu- 
ated eight  players.  Coach  Ai- 
mee  Klepacki  says  the  strength 
of  this  year's  team  will  be  a 
strong  midfield  and  quick, 
skilled  attackers. 

Seniors  Kayte  Devine, 
Audrey  Kelton,  and  Jess  Vo- 
gel,  along  with  talented  soph- 
omores Michelle  Thompson 
and  Lindsey  Fenton,  are  ex- 
pected to  provide  much  of  the 
offensive  firepower. 

A  question  for  this  year's 
team  may  be  new  goalie  Bri- 
anna  Sylvia,  but  a  strong  de- 
fense led  by  sophomore  and 
NEWLA  Defensive  Player- 


of-the-Year  Erin  Conn  should 
ease  the  transition. 

The  team  faces  a  tough 
schedule  against  conference 
opponents,  including  Spring- 
field College,  Bridgewater 
State,  and  non-conference 
Worcester  State. 

Men*s  Tennis 

In  their  final  year  in  the 
GNAC,  the  men's  tennis  team 
would  like  to  go  out  on  top, 
but  one  team  stands  in  their 
way;  Emerson  College  beat 
out  WNEC  last  year  for  top 
dog  in  the  conference,  and  has 
won  the  conference  four  times 
in  a  row. 

This  year's  team  returns 
ail  five  starters  ft-om  last 
year's  squad  that  finished  with 
a  record  of  1 1-7.  Coach  Doug 
Pearson  says,  "I  have  high 
hopes  for  this  season.  We  are 
a  young  team  and  are  still  de- 
veloping, and  there  is  a  very 
bright  ftiture  ahead." 

Returning  singles  play- 
ers include  Mike  Willhoft. 
Alex  Boutin,  Jason  Lee,  Peter 
Houser.  and  Jonathan  Riter. 
The  top  doubles  partners  are 
expected  to  be  Willhoft-Lee 
and  Boutin-D'Addio. 

According  to  Coach 
Pearson,  "the  strength  of  this 
team  is  our  depth;  we  can  beat 
teams  through  our  depth." 


UPCOMING  SPRING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Games  in  Bold 


MEN'S  LACROSSE 

WOMEN'S  LACROSSE 

04/09 

Mon 

State  University  College  at  Cortland 

7:00  PM 

04/07 

Sat 

Worcester  State  College  c 

1:00  PM 

04/11 

Wed 

Clark  University  c 

7;00  PM 

04/10 

Tkie 

Western  Connecticut  State  University 

4:00  PM 

04/14 

Sat 

Massachusetts  Maritime  Academy  c 

1:00  PM 

04/12 

Thu 

Mount  Holyoke  College 

4:30  PM 

04/18 

Wed 

Springfield  College  c 

4:00  PM 

04/14 

Sat 

Thomas  College  c 

10:00  AM 

SOFTBALL 

04/17 

Tue 

Emerson  College  c 

5:00  PM 

04/06 

Fri 

Norwich  University  (doubleheader)  c 

2:00  PM 

BASEBALL 

04/07 

Sat 

Suffolk  University  (doubleheader)  c 

12:00  PM 

04/05 

Thu 

SufToik  University  (doubleheader)  c 

1:00  PM 

04/10 

Tue 

Amherst  College 

5:00  PM 

04/07 

Sat 

Rivier  College  (doubleheader)  c 

TBA 

04/11 

Wed 

Fitchburg  State  College 

4:00  PM 

04/09 

Mon 

Westfield  State  College 

4:00  PM 

04/13 

Fri 

St.  Joseph  (Conn.)  (doubleheader)  c 

TBA 

04/10 

l^ie 

Elms  College 

4:00  PM 

04/14 

Sat 

Emmanuel  College  c  (doubleheader) 

12:00  PM 

04/12 

Thu 

Brandeis  University 

4:00  PM 

04/15 

Sun 

Daniel  Webster  College  (doubleheader)  c 

12:00  PM 

04/14 

Sat 

Johnson  and  Wales  (doubleheader)  c 

TBA 

04/16 

Mon 

Pine  Manor  College  (doubleheader)  c 

TBA 

04/15 

Sun 

Daniel  Webster  College  (doubleheader)  c 

TBA 

04/17 

'Hie 

Westfield  State  College  (doubleheader) 

3:00  PM 

04/16 

Mon 

Springfield  College 

3:30  PM 

MEN'S  TENNIS 

W05 

Thu 

Colby-Sawder  College 

4:00  PM 

04/07 

Sat 

Johnson  and  Wales  University  c 

Noon 

04/11 

Wed 

Gordon  College 

4:00  PM 

04/14 

Sat 

Norwich  University  c 

2:30  PM  J 

04/16 

Mon 

Emerson  College  c 

3:30  PM 

04/18 

Wed 

Curry  College 

4:00  PM  * 
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WNEC  to  Introduce  School  of  Pharmacy 


Jeff  Lee 

Staff  Writer 


Western  New  England 
College  recently  unveiled 
plans  to  introduce  a  new 
School  of  Pharmacy,  which 
would  make  it  the  third  phar- 
macy school  in  Massachusetts. 
This  new  six-year  program  is  a 
timely  addition  to  the  College, 
as  there  is  a  high  national  de- 
mand for  pharmacists  and  few 
schools  in  the  area  that  oifer 
accredited  programs. 

"Pharmacy  is  a  natu- 
ral for  the  College,"  says  Dr. 
Jerry  Hirsch,  Provost  and  Vice 
President  of  Academic  Af- 
fairs. "It  ties  in  with  our  other 
professional  programs,  has  a 
major  projected  excess  of  jobs 
for  graduates,  and  has  many 
more  students  interested  in  the 
program  than  there  are  spaces 


available  nationally." 

The  new  school  will 
likely  change  the  look  of  the 
campus  considerably,  with 
the  addition  of  two  new  apart- 
ment-style residence  halts  to 
house  students  during  the  fifth 
and  sixth  years,  as  well  as  the 
expansion  of  current  academic 
buildings  and  the  construction 
of  a  new  facility  to  house  the 
School  of  Pharmacy. 

The  new  building  will 
also  provide  additional  space 
for  the  biology,  chemistry, 
physics,  and  psychology  de- 
partments. 

More  faculty  and  admin- 
istration will  also  be  needed 
for  the  program,  with  searches 
for  a  Dean  of  Pharmacy  al- 
ready underway.  As  the  pro- 
gram expands,  the  College 
predicts  it  will  need  twenty- 
two  additional  full-time  and 


Western  New  England  College  recently  announced  that  it  will  be 
adding  a  six-year  school  of  Pliarmacy  beginning  in  2009. 
part-time  faculty  for  the  pro-    and  we  would  look  positively 


gram;  it  will  also  need  to  hire 
additional  administrative  staff 
to  run  the  school. 

Excited  for  the  changes 
the  pharmacy  program  will 
bring,  Hirsch  commented, 
"The  College  is  always  look- 
ing at  the  external  environ- 
ment in  terms  of  prospective 
student  interest  and  of  expand- 
ing our  new  career  options. 


at  a  program  which  will  allow 
us  to  increase  our  full-time 
student  population  with  even 
more  high-quality  students." 

Ground-breaking  for  the 
new  academic  building  and 
the  first  of  two  residence  hails 
is  anticipated  for  Spring  2009, 
with  the  first  class  of  pre-phar- 
macy  students  expected  to  en- 
roll later  that  fall. 


All  Charges  Dropped 
in  Duke  Rape  Case 


Evan  Heymann 

Staff  Writer 

All  criminal  charges 
against  the  three  former  Duke 
University  lacrosse  players 
accused  of  kidnapping  and 
sexually  assaulting  an  escort 
service  dancer  last  year  have 
been  formally  dropped. 

Despite  cheers  from  fam- 
ily and  friends,  Reade  Selig- 
mann,  David  Evans,  and  Collin 
Finnerty  didn't  crack  a  smile  as 
North  Carolina  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Roy  Cooper  announced 
that  all  charges  against  them 


had  been  dropped.  The  dam- 
age had  already  been  done. 

""All  of  the  men  of  the 
Duke  University  men's  la- 
crosse team  have  gone  to  hell 
and  back,"  said  David  Evans. 
The  three  accused  men,  along 
with  their  legal  teams,  ex- 
pressed outrage  at  how  their 
case  had  been  handled  by  the 
justice  system  and  how  it  was 
portrayed  in  the  media. 

Joseph  Cheshire,  attor- 
ney for  Evans,  harshly  criti- 
cized Durham  County  District 
Attorney  Mike  Nifong  for  his 
Continued  on  Page  6 


Collin  Finnerty  (left).  Reade  Seligmann  (center),  and  David  Evans, 
who  were  accused  of  rape  last  year.  All  charges  against  the  three  men 
were  dropped  last  week.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.digitaljournal.com. 


Weight  Room  Set  for 
Major  Renovation 


Diana  Sigona 

Staff  Writer 


Students,  faculty,  staff, 
and  alumni:  get  pumped, 
because  the  Alumni  Health- 
ful Living  Center's  general 
weight  room  is  getting  a  com- 
plete makeover. 

After  numerous  efforts 
from  Student  Senate  and  the 
AHLC  staff,  the  deadlines, 
planning,  layout,  and  equip- 
ment decisions  have  been  fi- 
nalized and  a  plan  has  been 
implemented.  This  summer, 
the  general  weight  room  will 
be  closed  fi-om  the  last  day 
of  finals  until  the  first  day  of 
classes  in  the  fall. 

The  room  will  undergo 
major  renovations,  and  will 
look  better  than  ever  once 
complete.  New  add-ons  in- 
clude another  wall  of  mir- 
rors, re-painted  walls,  brand 
new  flooring,  and  brand  new 
equipment  (grievances  from 
the  community  and  largely 
outdated  equipment  are  two  of 
the  main  reasons  for  the  reno- 


vation). 

Look  out  for  new  dumb- 
bells, fixed  barbells,  new 
Smith  machines,  benching 
stations  (including  two  flat, 
two  incline,  and  one  decline), 
a  new  compact  cable  machine, 
and  many  more. 

Other  new  equipment  will 
include  leg  extension  and  leg 
curi  machines,  a  leg  unit  press, 
a  lateral  pull  down,  a  seated 
row,  and  hopefully  some  core 
machines  for  abs  and  back. 

With  the  transforma- 
tion being  done  to  the  room, 
Sarah  Kelly,  Director  of  the 
Wellness  Center  in  the  AHLC, 
hopes  that  users  develop  a  new 
culture  in  the  way  the  room  is 
treated  and  utilized. 

"The  new  and  revised 
weight  room  will  create  an 
atmosphere  where  students 
can  do  everything  at  once  in 
one  room,"  said  Kelly.  "[The 
renovation]  will  help  free  up 
the  Wellness  Center  and  form 
a  more  organized  and  timely 
way  of  exercising." 
Continued  on  Page  6 
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Music  Program  Features  Evelyn  Harris 


Matthew  Caron 

Stajf  Writer 

"Making  music  that  can 
build  cultural  bridges"  was  the 
goal  of  a  concert  on  March  4 
in  Rivers  Memorial  that  host- 
ed nationally -renowned  com- 
poser Evelyn  Harris- 
Harris  is  best  known  for 
being  a  member  of  Sweet 
Honey  in  the  Rock,  a  well- 
known  a  cappella  choir,  and 
for  her  1988  composition  of 
the  Grammy-nominated  song 
"State  of  Emergency." 

The  concert  was  spon- 
sored by  the  College's  Diver- 
sity Task  Force  and  featured 
over  a  half-dozen  African 
American  Spirituals  performed 
by  the  Campus  Chorus. 

"They  were  a  great  bunch 
of  kids,"  stated  Harris.  "I  can 
tell  that  they  felt  the  music 
deep  down  and  were  serious 
about  sounding  good." 

Professor  John  Cavicchia, 
who  is  the  regular  Choral  Di- 


rector, said  that  it  was  a  differ- 
ent kind  of  concert  than  what 
the  chorus  normally  performs. 

Cavicchia  described  a 
song  that  they  had  only  sung 
one  time  prior  to  the  perfor- 
mance. "It  was  spontaneous," 
he  said.  "We  had  to  make  sure 
we  were  connecting  with  the 
music  on  a  personal  level. " 

Over  60  students,  facuh>, 
and  members  of  the  public 
came  to  enjoy  the  music.  "  Ii 
was  a  very  uplifting  perfor- 
mance that  fit  perfectly  as  an 
end  to  Black  History  Month," 
stated  attendee  Professor 
Gregory  Michael. 

"If  we  can  use  this  music 
as  a  starting  place  to  connect 
cultiu-es  together,  then  we  can 
do  anything."  said  WNEC  Di- 
rector of  Diversity  Programs 
and  Services  Yvonne  Bogle. 

It  was  this  philosophy 
that  had  all  the  attendees  feel- 
ing the  spirit  of  the  music  and 
enjoying  the  unique  experi- 
ence that  Harris  brought  to  the 


rosci  Evelyn  Hani.-,  ajlfi  o,. 

table.  "I  really  enjoyed  work- 
ing with  her,"  stated  chorus 
member  Holly  Gray. 

Harris  said  that  her  great- 
est love  in  life  can  be  ex- 
pressed through  the  power  of 
song.  "It  heals  the  soul,"  she 
staled.  "Music  gives  me  joy 
in  my  life,  and  to  know  that 
I  am  responsible  for  creating 


'r.:  /Ill  iKiwI  u-iih  lyiinwned  com- 
•mcrial  il,\tL  an  March  4. 
my  own  joy  is  a  wonderfiji 
thing." 

The  Campus  Chorus 
is  just  one  of  the  active  arts 
groups  on  the  WNEC  campus 
that  are  continuing  to  grow 
each  year.  Their  next  concert 
will  be  in  Rivers  on  April  25 
at  5:30. 


Widening  Gap  in  U.S.  Higher  Education 


Matthew  Caron 

Staff  Writer 

When  it  comes  to  higher 
education,  the  United  States 
is  falling  significantly  behind 
according  to  Carol  Schneider, 
the  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  American  Colleges  and 
Universities. 

Schneider,  who  spoke  on 
April  5  at  Western  New  Eng- 
land College's  annual  Lecture 
Day,  said,  "We  tend  to  think 
that  we  are  doing  well  in  our 
commitment  to  higher  educa- 
tion when  in  reality  this  is  just 
not  true." 

According  to  a  recent  poll, 
only  39  percent  of  American 
adults  between  the  ages  of  25 
and  34  have  a  two-year  degree 
or  higher.  That's  compared  to 
the  53.3  percent  of  Canadians 
and  the  51.6  percent  of  adults 
in  Japan  of  that  same  age.  "It's 
a  gap  that's  continuing  to  wid- 
en," said  Schneider. 


She  explained  that  the 
reason  is  two-fold.  First,  the 
United  States  is  not  preparing 
high  school  students  for  what 
to  expect  at  the  college  level. 
Secondly,  colleges  are  not  put- 
ting enough  emphasis  on  cer- 
tain critical  skills. 

"Crucial  job  skills  like 
oral  communication,  criti- 
cal thinking,  and  science  and 
technology  are  falling  out  of 
priority,"  she  explained. 

According  to  Schneider, 
about  62  percent  of  high  school 
graduates  will  attend  college 
right  away,  which  jumps  to  ap- 
proximately 75  percent  after 
one  year.  However,  of  that  75 
percent,  60  percent  will  attend 
more  than  one  college,  and 
many  won't  even  graduate. 

When  asked  by  one  lis- 
tener if  tuition  cost  comes  into 
play  for  drop-out  rates  and 
low  enrollment,  Schneider 
responded,  "Yes.  certainly;  tu- 
ition is  going  up  and  students 


62%  of  U.S.  high  school  graduates 

attend  college  right  away. 
75%  of  U.S.  high  school  graduates 

attend  college  after  one  year. 
60%  of  students  will  attend  more 
than  one  college. 


Percentage  of  adults  between  the  ages  of  25 
and  34  with  a  two-year  degree  or  higher: 
Canada:  53.3% 
Japan:  51.6% 
United  States:  39% 


are  being  forced  to  work  while 
diey  go  to  school.  Combine 
that  with  the  fact  that  wages 
are  not  keeping  up  with  infla- 
tion and  you  have  a  recipe  for 
low  enrollment  in  higher  edu- 
cation." 

According  to  the  statis- 
tics fronted  by  Schneider,  the 
problem  with  higher  educa- 
tion seems  to  be  linked  pre- 
dominately to  age.  America 
leads  all  other  countries  in 
the  higher  education  of  adults 
ages  45  to  64.  but  falls  short  in 
younger  age  groups. 

"The  key  to  success 
across  the  board  is  for  students 
to  chart  a  path  of  courses  that, 
with  the  help  of  their  advisors, 
will  keep  them  focused  and 
yet  well-rounded."  she  said. 

Schneider  called  for  col- 


leges to  bridge  the  gap  between 
a  professional  education  and  a 
liberal  arts  education.  She  also 
mentioned  the  need  for  insti- 
tutions of  higher  learning  to 
reform  their  testing  methods. 

A  show  of  hands  at  Sch- 
neider's speech  showed  that 
the  majority  of  students  have 
frequent  multiple-choice  tests. 
"It's  not  a  multiple  choice 
world,  Schneider  responded. 
"It's  a  critical  thinking  and 
problem-solving  world,  and 
colleges  need  to  gear  their 
tests  in  that  direction. 

"In  order  to  make  the 
U.S.  more  competitive  with 
the  leaders,  we  need  reform 
at  the  national,  collegiate,  and 
individual  student  level,"  de- 
clared Schneider. 
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Day  of  Silence 


Sara  Flynn 

Staff  Writer 


April  18.  2007,  is  the  Na- 
tional Day  of  Silence,  which 
brings  light  to  the  problem 
of  discrimination  againsUgay, 
lesbian,  bisexual,  and  trans- 
gendered  (GLBT)  individuals. 
Western  New  England  College 
will  be  participating  in  the  Day 
of  Silence  for  the  third  year  in 
a  row. 

The  students  participat- 
ing will  be  wearing  T-shirts 
and  pins,  and  when  confronted 
and  asked  to  make  conversa- 
tion, they  will  remain  silent 
and  hand  out  cards  explaining 
the  reasons  why. 

The  card  will  explain  that 
the  reason  they  are  silent  is  be- 
cause they  are  bringing  atten- 
tion to  anti-GLBT  bullying, 
harassment,  and  discrimina- 
tion in  schools.  The  day  is  not 
for  just  people  who  are  GLBT. 
but  also  for  people  who  sup- 


port the  rights  of  these  indi- 
viduals. 

Students  who  partici- 
pate are  combating  the  si- 
lence. They  feel  as  though  that 
there's  a  lot  to  be  said,  but  no 
one  is  standing  up  and  actually 
saying  anything.  Another  issue 
that  the  Day  of  Silence  deals 
with  is  that  if  you  don't  believe 
in  what's  happing  around  you. 
don't  be  silent  about  it, 

The  Day  of  Silence  began 
in  1 996  by  students  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia.  The  first 
time  it  was  organized  there 
were  1 50  participants  who  felt 
the  day  was  a  great  success. 

The  organization  has 
grown  tremendously  since 
then.  The  Day  of  Silence  is 
conducted  in  over  1,900  mid- 
dle schools,  high  schools,  col- 
leges, and  universities  each 
year. 

For  more  information, 
visit  the  organization's  web- 
site at  www.dayofsilence.org. 


We  Had  The  Time  of  Our  Lives 

WNEC  Senior  Formal  2007 


NATIONAL  VOLUNTEER  WEEK 

{Volunteers  Inspire  by  Example) 
April  15 -April  21 

"/  don '/  know  what  your  destiny  will  be,  but  one  thing 
I  do  know:  the  only  ones  among  you  who  will  be  really 
happy  are  those  who  have  sought  and  found  a  way  to 
serve.  "  -Albert  Schweitzer 

On  behalf  of  the  Volunteer  Connection  Center,  1 
would  like  to  thank  those  of  you  who  have  engaged  in 
community  service  this  year  and  volunteered  your  time 
and  effort  to  make  a  difference  within  and  outside  the 
Springfield  community. 

In  recognition  of  our  volunteers,  there  will  be  a  table  set 
up  in  the  Campus  Center  Mall  from  Tuesday,  April  17  to 
Thursday,  April  19,  from  noon  -  2:00  p.m. 

Please  stop  by  and  pick  up  a  token  of  our  appreciation, 
compliments  of  the  Volunteer  Connection  Center. 

Thank  you  once  again  for  your  time  and  effort. 

Rose  Gage 

Service  Coordinator 


4  •April  IS,  2007«  Hie  Westerner 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Blades  of  Glory  a  Must  See  for  Fans  of  Ferrell,  Heder 


Nick  Langner 

Stajf  Writer 


When  I  first  saw  trailers  for  Blades 
of  Glory,  I  thought  to  myself,  "There's 
no  way  I'm  going  to  see  a  movie  about 
figure  skating."  After  hearing  positive 
reviews,  however,  I  decided  to  give  it  a 
shot.  I  wasn't  disappointed. 

Blades  of  Glory  revolves  around 
two  male  figure  skaters:  Jimmy 
MacElroy  (Jon  Heder)  and  Chazz 
Michael    Michaels    (Will  Ferrell). 

''Blades  was  better  than  Ferrell's  last  hit 
Talladega  Nights  because  there's  much 
more  humor  and  the  plot  is  ridiculous.'' 


pair.  This  leads  to  their  becoming  the 
first  ever  male-male  figure  skating  pair 
in  the  history  of  the  sport. 

The  two  end  up  facing  difficult 
training  and  sabotage  attempts  by 
their  rivals,  the  brother-sister  pair  of 
Fairchild  and  Stranz  Van  Waldenberg 
(Amy  Poehler  and  Will  Amett)  as  they 
compete  for  gold  in  the  Wintersport 
Games  in  Montreal. 

All  in  all.  Blades  of  Glory  is  a 
good  comedy.  The  talent  of  Ferrell  and 
Heder,  who  have  starred  in  classics 


After  they  tie  for  the  gold  medal  in 
the  2002  Worid  Wintersport  Games, 
the  two  engage  in  a  brawl  that  leads  to 
their  lifetime  suspension  ft-om  figure 
skating. 

Later,  Jimmy  and  Chazz  discover 
that  they  can  still  skate,  but  only  as  a 


such  as  Anchorman  and  Napoleon 
Dynamite,  is  evident  throughout  the 
movie.  The  dynamics  between  the  two 
provide  a  constant  source  of  humor, 
with  their  pointless  bickering  going  on 
right  up  until  their  final  competition. 
The  ending  of  the  movie  is 


Will  Ferrell  (left)  stars  with  Jon  Heder  as  the  first  ever  pair  of ftgtire-skadng  men  in  the 
new  comedy  Blades  of  Glory.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.graphics8.nytimes.com. 

especially  funny  just  because  it's  so    funny  film. 

random  and  unexpected.  1  personally 

thought  5/c7£/e5  was  better  than  Ferrell's 

last  hit   Talladega  Nights  because 

there's  much  more  humor  and  the  plot 

is  ridiculous. 

If  you're  a  fan  of  Ferrell  and/or 

Heder,  this  movie  is  a  must-see.  While 

the  concept  of  watching  two  hours  of 

the  duo  skating  In  tights  might  seem 

hardly  worth  the  money,  it's  really  a 


Anyone  looking  to  watch  a  good 
comedy  should  definitely  consider 
Blades  of  Glory. 

Langner  Rating: 
3.5  Stars 


The  TV  Guy  Has  Character...Six  of  Them,  Actually 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Stair  Writer 


One  of  the  beauties  of  television 
is  how  deep  someone  can  be  sucked 
in.  even  if  they  know  next-to-nothing 
about  the  topic  they  're  watching.  Per- 
sonally, I  wouldn 't  know  the  first  thing 
about  diagnosing  Sarcoidosis,  negoti- 
ating a  legal  settlement,  or  sharpening 
hunting  knives. 

However,  thanks  to  the  following 
extremely  well-developed  small  screen 
characters,  we  are  able  to  be  educated 
about  those  types  of  activities  and  to  be 
entertained  all  at  the  same  time.  If  only 
WNEC  could  adopt  a  similar  learning 
system! 

Alan  Shore  on  Boston  Legal 

I  truly  admire  people  who  can 
talk  their  way  out  of  any  situation,  and 
that  describes  this  shrewd,  egocentric 
attorney  perfectly.  For  instance,  just 
when  you  think  Alan  is  about  to  lose  a 
trial,  he  concocts  one  of  his  notorious 
closing  statements,  which  often  com- 
pare the  events  of  that  case  to  the  ab- 
surd events  of  today's  real  world.  And 
when  it  comes  to  his  personal  life,  will 
he  ever  call  off  his  relentless  pursuit 
to  bed  every  woman  he  shares  oxygen 
with?  At  least  he  kept  his  distance  fi-om 
Betty  White! 

Dr.  Gregory  House  on  House 

You  knew  Dr.  Wise-Ass  had  to 
make  this  list,  right?  When  I  really  take 


the  time  to  examine  House's  personal- 
ity, I'm  sharply  amazed  at  how  similar 
he  and  I  are  (aside  from  medical  intel- 
ligence, I  guess).  We  are  each  impul- 
sive, sarcastic,  witty,  and,  of  course, 
still  appealing  beneath  it  all.  Never- 
theless, this  is  why  I  find  House  to  be 
one  of  the  most  interesting  characters 
on  the  small  screen.  You  really  can't 
predict  how  he'll  react  (or  just  act)  in 
a  particular  situation.  Now  that's  good 
TV! 


Ari  Gold  on  Entourage 

I'm  not  going  to  label  Ari  as  the 
best  person  to  have  in  your  life.  Right 
off  the  top,  he's  rude,  deceitful,  and 
blunt.  In  my  opinion,  though,  he  does 
what  he  has  to  do  to  get  the  job  done,  a 
trait  that  rarely  arises  within  a  charac- 
ter without  feelings  of  bitterness  firom 
the  audience.  I  still  can't  blame  Vince 
for  firing  Ari;  there's  only  so  much 
cunning  business  a  person  can  do  be- 
fore it  comes  back  to  bite  him. 


Nora  Walker  on  Brothers  &  Sisters 

Bravo  to  veteran  actress  Sally 
Field  for  finding  such  an  arguably  ca- 
reer-high performance  so  late  in  her 
professional  life.  If  there's  anyone  who 
deserves  our  unrequited  sympathy  this 
season,  it's  Nora  Walker.  To  mourn  her 
husband,  teach  her  five  grown  children 
about  what  kind  of  man  their  father  re- 
ally was,  and  embrace  his  illegitimate 
daughter  all  in  one  season  is  admirable. 
But  what  really  lands  Nora  on  this  list 
is  her  already  well-developed  persona. 
After  recently  turning  60.  she  is  still  a 
teenager  at  heart  (tight  miniskirt,  pot 
smoking  girlfriends  and  all),  and  clear- 
ly exhibits  it  when  something  catches 
her  eye.  Her  ability  to  be  forgiving, 
youthful,  unyielding,  or  devoted  at  any 
given  time  offers  me  plenty  of  reasons 
to  continually  rave  about  this  must-see 
drama. 

John  Locke  on  Lost 

For  a  man  that  spent  several  years 
of  his  regular  life  as  a  paraplegic, 
Locke  is  a  very  lucky  man.  As  soon 
as  he  peculiarly  regained  the  ability  to 
walk  after  the  crash,  he  developed  a 
certain  relationship  with  nearly  every 
survivor.  Most  notably.  Locke  moti- 
vated Jack  to  lead  the  group,  he  built 
a  cradle  for  Claire's  baby,  and  helped 
Charlie  manage  his  heroin  addiction. 
But  he  also  has  a  mysterious  interest 
in  carrying  out  missions  that  appear 
to  lead  the  survivors  astray.  This  mix. 
as  well  as  the  fact  that  I've  yet  to  be 


disappointed  by  one  of  Locke's  flash- 
backs, is  one  of  the  key  reasons  for  my 
addiction  to  Lost. 


Barney  on  How  I  Met  Your  Mother 

It  must  be  nice  to  have  such  a 
smooth  way  with  the  ladies.  Despite 
his  never-ending  (and  sometimes  ex- 
aggerated) quests  for  a  one-night  fling, 
the  humor  that  Barney  adds  to  die  se- 
ries, be  it  through  the  quick  flashbacks 
or  the  slapdash  insults,  is  matchless. 
Just  Barney's  presence  is.  in  my  opin- 
ion, what  saved  this  charming  second- 
year  sitcom  from  instant  cancellation 
last  season. 


Questions  about  TV?  Contact  the 
TV  Guy:  anthdetm@yahoo.com 
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Tuition  Should  be  Locked-in  for  Continuing  Students 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

While  most  students  get 
stressed  at  this  time  of  year, 
I've  always  found  myself 
looking  forward  to  this  month; 
April  is  when  I  find  out  how 
much  more  money  Western 
New  England  College  will  be 
charging  me  for  tuition  next 
year. 

This  year,  my  morbid  ex- 
pectations of  a  tuition  increase 
were  once  again  met  by  the 
WNEC  Board  of  Directors. 
Comprehensive  tuition  for  the 
2007-2008  school  year  was 
raised  to  just  under  $36,000. 
This  represents  about  a  6% 
increase  from  the  2006-2007 
tuition  figure  of  $34,000. 

I  have  taken  economics 
courses,  and  I  understand  that 
things  like  increased  expenses 
and  inflation  cause  prices  to 
rise.  However,  these  factors 
fail  to  adequately  explain  the 
almost  29%  increase  in  WNEC 
tuition  since  2004. 

Last  fall,  President  Caprio 
offered  another  reason  for  the 
tuition  increase.  He  noted  that 
tuition  was  so  low  that  people 


began  "thinking  that  [WNEC] 
was  not  a  quality  institution." 

"If  tuition  is  that  low," 
Caprio  stated,  "people  were 
wondering  'Where  are  you 
cheating  students?'" 


to  pay  that  amount.  Little  did  I 
know  that  three  years  later  tu- 
ition would  be  $36,000. 

From  the  standpoint  of 
the  administration,  tuition  in- 
creases aren't  a  large  burden. 


not  received  a  scholarship  at 
all.  I'm  guessing  that  the  story 
is  the  same  for  most  current 
students. 

There's  a  simple  solu- 
tion to  this  problem,  and  it  has 


"The  only  thing  cheating  students  at  WNEC  is 
that  our financial  fate  is  completely  at  the  mercy 
of  the  administration  from  year  to  year. " 


Personally,  I  think  it's  bet- 
ter for  some  people  to  wonder 
than  for  the  college  to  assuage 
the  fears  of  the  public  by  in- 
creasing the  financial  burden 
on  its  current  students. 

The  only  thing  cheating 
students  at  WNEC  is  that  our 
financial  fate  is  completely 
at  the  mercy  of  the  adminis- 
tration from  year  to  year.  We 
are  essentially  locked  into  a 
long-term  commitment  to  at- 
tend college  at  an  uncertain  tu- 
ition rate  that  can  be  increased 
seemingly  on  a  whim. 

When  I  started  attending 
WNEC  in  the  fall  of  2004. 
comprehensive  tuition  was  ap- 
proximately $28,000  per  year. 
When  I  made  the  commitment 
to  attend  this  college,  I  agreed 


As  tuition  rises,  they  simply 
increase  financial  aid  for  in- 
coming students,  and  fresh- 
men and  their  parents  are  kept 
happy. 

For  the  vast  majority  of 
current  students,  however,  it's 
a  different  story.  Our  financial 
aid  doesn't  increase  once  we 
start  college,  so  those  of  us 
who  are  committed  to  gradu- 
ating from  WNEC  are  faced 
with  an  unknown,  larger  fi- 
nancial burden  every  year. 

By  next  fall,  almost  the 
entire  amount  of  my  merit- 
based  scholarship  will  be 
erased  by  the  increase  in  tu- 
ition since  2004. 

Essentially,  I'll  pay  the 
same  amount  next  fall  as  I 
would  have  in  2004  if  I  had 


Student  response  to  Nick  Langner*s  Review  of  300  from  the  April  4  issue. 

After  reading  your  review  for  the  new  hit  movie  300,  I  was  amazed  that  you  somehow  lost  in 
your  review  that  this  was  film  was  based  on  a  GRAPHIC  NOVEL.  Frank  Miller  wrote  this 
graphic  novel,  "The  300,"  very,  very  loosely  based  on  the  historic  Battle  of  Thermopylae. 

It  seems  as  if  you  were  disappointed  with  the  historical  inaccuracies  and  the  'fictitious  elements 
in  300.  Let  me  remind  you,  this  movie  was  based  on  a  graphic  novel.  For  those  who  may  not 
know  what  that  is,  it  is  basically  a  long  comic  book.  So,  yes,  there  were  fictitious  characters,  like 
the  Monster  that  was  unleashed  to  kill  King  Leonidas. 

The  main  point  behind  all  this  is  that  if  you  wanted  to  go  and  see  300  for  the  historical  accuracy, 
don't  see  it.  You  are  not  going  to  get  it.  It  wasn't  MEANT  for  that.  It  was  meant  for  viewers  that 
want  an  action-packed,  (as  you  said)  'bloodbath,'  and  to  see  a  story  of  an  underdog  hold  their 
ground  over  a  massive  army. 

In  my  opinion,  1  believe  you  made  this  review  because  you  thought  it  would  be  'different'  to  take 
a  negative  position  on  the  film,  since  not  many  critics  did.  Did  you  really  expect  to  see  reality  in 
a  movie  like  JOO?  A  movie  that  is  based  on  a  COMIC  BOOK?  (Graphic  Novel.)  If  you  did.  then 
you  have  a  complete  misunderstanding  on  what  the  film's  point  was.  "The  focus  of  300  seems 
more  on  the  violence  and  effects  than  the  actual  significance  of  the  battle."  That  was  the  movie's 
goal.  So  if  you  want  to  see  more  historical  account  of  the  Battle  of  Thermoplyae  or,  to  watch  a 
more  historically  accurate  movie,  go  rent  the  old  movie  The  300  Spartans.  Otherwise,  this  is  a 
movie  designed  out  of  a  comic  book.  There  is  a  reason  it  is  not  based  on  history  and  it  is  nothing 
more  than  a  "gory  body-building  competition.'  Oh,  by  the  way.  here  is  a  little  quote  from  Directoi 
Zack  Snyder:  "He  continues  that  the  film  is  "an  opera,  not  a  documentary.  That's  what  I  say  when 
people  say  it's  historically  inaccurate."  Quoted  in  a  BBC  news  story,  Snyder  stated  that  the  film 
is,  at  its  core  "a  fantasy  film."  He  also  describes  the  film's  nanator,  Dilios,  as  '*a  guy  who  knows 
how  not  to  wreck  a  good  story  with  truth." 

Thank  you  for  your  time. 
Benjamin  Cadwell 


been  overlooked  for  too  long. 
WNEC  needs  to  lock  the  ex- 
isting tuition  rates  for  students 
over  their  four  years  at  the 
College. 

After  all,  no  sane  indi- 
vidual would  enter  into  a  bank 
financing  agreement  where 
the  payments  could  increase 
each  year  at  the  discretion  of 
the  bank.  Why  should  college 
What  do  you  think  about  increasing  tuition  rates?  Let 
us  know  at  thewesternersn@yahoo.com. 


tuition  be  any  different? 

A  locked  tuition  rate 
would  allow  students  to  plan 
their  finances  accordingly.  It 
will  also  help  to  lower  the  in- 
creasing number  of  students 
who  leave  every  year  because 
they  simply  can't  afford  the 
tuition  increases. 

When  the  majority  of 
students  agree  to  come  to  this 
college,  they  make  a  four-year 
commitment  to  the  instiuition. 
It's  because  of  our  continuing 
financial  commitment  that  the 
doors  stay  open. 

Western  New  England 
College  needs  to  start  show- 
ing the  same  level  of  commit- 
ment to  its  students.  Locking 
tuition  rates  for  current  stu- 
dents would  be  a  good  place 
to  start. 


Journalism  220 

Producing  a  College  Newspaper 

This  three  credit  course  is  designed  to  expose  students 
to  newspaper  production  by  offering  hands-on  experience 
working  for  The  Westerner.  A  portion  of  class  time  wil 
be  reserved  for  regular  staff  meetings,  while  the  rest  wil! 
be  dedicated  to  learning  about  journalism  and  desktop 
publishing.  If  you've  ever  considered  working  on  The 
Westerner,  this  is  a  great  opportunity  to  earn  college  credit 
for  your  efforts! 

For  more  information,  contact  Ian  Martin 
 imartin@wnec.edu,  or  at x 1385  
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IIFFICULTY  -mis  WEEK:  »  »  * 


*UDderale  «*aiaBen9ng 
***  HOOBOV 


"Duke  Rape  Case"  confiimed 
prosecutorial  efforts  during  the  early 
stages  of  the  case,  alleging  that  "[Ni- 
fong]  ignored  overwhelming  evidence 
of  innocence. ..misled  the  media,  and 
even  mislead  the  court  in  his  search  for 
a  false  conviction."  Nifong  is  now  fac- 
ing a  series  of  ethical  charges  regard- 
ing his  handling  of  the  case. 

The  media  has  also  become  a 
magnet  of  criticism  since  the  exonera- 
tion of  the  former  Duke  athletes.  When 
the  accuser,  an  A fi-ican- American  stu- 
dent at  North  Carolina  Central  Uni- 
versity, accused  the  three  white  Duke 
University  lacrosse  players  of  raping 
her  in  a  bathroom  in  May  of  2006,  the 
case  immediately  commanded  national 
attention. 

The  media  pounced  on  the  story, 
focusing  on  its  racial  implications,  and 
thus  fijeling  intense  racial  controversy. 
In  many  news  stories  released  since 


last  May,  the  three  men  were  portrayed 
as  privileged  whites  intoxicated  with 
arrogance;  perpetrators  of  an  egregious 
act  in  a  community  where  athletes  op- 
erate above  the  law. 

What  has  caused  so  much  resent- 
ment toward  the  media  is  that  this  im- 
age was  projected  despite  the  fact  that 
there  was  never  any  convincing  evi- 
dence in  the  case  suggesting  the  guilt 
of  the  accused. 

As  one  observer  noted  on  a  tele- 
vision news  show,  every  time  one  of 
these  men  looks  up  his  own  name  on 
the  internet,  he  will  see  his  name  as- 
sociated with  the  words  "accused"  and 
"rape." 

If  the  media  manages  to  redeem 
itself,  the  names  and  faces  of  Reade 
Seligmann,  David  Evans,  and  Collin 
Finnerty  will  eventually  be  associated 
with  the  word  "innocent." 


"Weight  Room  "  continitecJ 

As  many  students  know,  the  Well- 
ness Room  gets  jam-packed  during 
most  hours  of  operation,  and  the  new 
room  will  help  to  decrease  the  conges- 
tion. Kelly,  along  with  athletic  direc- 
tors Mike  Theulan  and  Cindy  Costanzo 
have  been  working  together  for  quite 
some  time,  and  the  whole  AHLC  staff 
is  excited  for  the  project  to  begin. 

The  new  room  will  help  keep  stu- 
dents on  campus,  and  it's  user-friendly 
for  prospective  and  future  lifters.  "Ev- 
erything is  going  to  have  to  change, 
from  the  way  users  use  the  equipment 
to  the  way  work  study  students  do  their 
jobs,"  Kelly  stated.  "It  takes  hard  work 
and  respect  from  all  to  maintain  this 
room  and  keep  it  clean  and  organized 
for  the  ftiture." 


For  the  time  being,  the  machines 
in  the  Wellness  Center  will  remain 
there,  but  will  eventually  be  upgraded 
within  five  years.  The  College  plans 
to  gradually  start  replacing  cardio  ma- 
chines, and  will  try  to  find  more  ways 
to  accommodate  demand. 

"I'm  excited  about  the  project. 
There  have  been  lots  of  complaints 
in  recent  months,"  Kelly  commented. 
"Sit  tight  and  wait  it  out.  and  you'll 
be  blown  away  come  September.  It's 
about  time  [the  general  weight  room] 
gets  a  full  makeover." 

The  grand  opening  of  the  new 
room  will  be  on  the  first  day  of  classes 
in  late  August,  and  will  feature  give- 
aways, proper  lifting  and  exercising 
demonstrations,  and  a  brand  new  gen- 
eral weight  room! 


Love  us?  Hate  us?  Totally  indifferent? 

Let  us  know  what  you  think! 
Contact:  thewesternersn@yahoo.com 
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Speaker  Says  Iraq  is  "Our  Children's  Children's  War" 


Matthew  Caron 

Stajf  Writer 

The  war  on  terror  is  a 
post  9/1 1  policy  statement 
gone  wrong,  according  to 
Bahman  Baktiari,  who  spoke 
at  Western  New  England  Col- 
lege on  April  4  concerning  the 
effects  of  the  alleged  civil  war 
in  Iraq. 

"From  the  onset,  it  was 
a  war  waged  with  minimum 
understanding  of  its  impact," 
stated  Baktiari.  who  is  the  Di- 
rector of  the  William  S.  Cohen 
Center  for  International  Policy 
and  Commerce. 

His  theory  is  that  after  the 
terrorist  attacks  on  9/11,  the 
Bush  administration  wanted 
to  use  Iraq  as  a  case  study  for 
how  they  would  handle  other 
forms  of  terror.  "We  invaded 
Iraq  on  a  pure  assumption  of 
[weapons  of  mass  distruction] 
just  to  demonstrate  our  pow- 
er," claimed  Baktiari. 

After  five  years  of  war, 
over  3,000  American  casual- 
ties, and  five  million  Iraqis 
wounded,  he  said  it's  clear 
that  we  underestimated  the 


strength  of  [the]  insurgency. 
"It's  like  we  expected  Saddam 
to  pack  up  his  suitcase  and 
move  out,"  he  quipped. 

Baktiari  cited  Zogby 
polls  that  revealed  no  country 
in  the  Middle  Eastern  region 
believes  that  the  war  in  Iraq 
in  a  "positive"  step  towards 
peace.  One  poll,  which  cov- 
ered the  countries  of  Jordan, 
Egypt,  Iran,  and  the  United 
Arab  Emirates  showed  seven 
percent  or  less  support  for  an 
increased  or  maintained  troop 
level. 

Baktiari 's  solution:  "If 
you  take  away  the  American 
occupation,  you  take  away  the 
civil  war." 

When  asked  by  one  lis- 
tener if  that  meant  he  was  call- 
ing for  an  immediate  pull-out 
of  forces,  Baktiari  acknowl- 
edged that  we  have  a  respon- 
sibility to  "fix  what  we  broke 
first." 

He  believes  that  the  first 
step  towards  peace  is  acknowl- 
edging our  mistakes.  "Our 
leaders  apparently  would  rath- 
er close  their  eyes  and  pretend 
nothing  is  wrong  than  air  the 


U.S.  Soldiers  in  Iraq,  where  ifit-re  have  been  over  3. 000  casualties  since  the  start  oj  the  conJUct.  iVNEC 
guest  speaker  Bahman  Baktiari  believes  that  U.  S.  involvement  in  Iraq  is  unwarranted  and  that  our  lead- 
ers should  admit  their  mistakes  and  plan  an  exit  strategy.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.defenselink.mil. 


dirty  laundry  and  come  clean 
to  the  American  people,"  he 
explained. 

Another  listener  agreed, 
dubbing  the  actions  of  the 
Bush  administration  as  "bor- 
derline Machiavellian." 

Baktiari  explained  that 
the  biggest  effect  of  the  al- 


leged civil  war  in  Iraq  is  the 
anti-American  sentiment  it's 
creating  around  the  world. 

He  said  that  the  effects 
of  the  Iraq  War  are  felt  in  the 
United  States  and  in  Iraq,  and 
predicted  that  this  will  be  a 
war  that  impacts  our  children's 
children. 


"What's  happening  in 
Iraq  is  catastrophic... A  policy 
change  can  only  occur  when 
there  is  a  cultural  understand- 
ing of  the  people  in  Iraq  and 
when  we  begin  to  admit  our 
errors,"  said  Baktiari. 


He  Can't  Keep  a  Good  Can  Down 


Economics  Professor  Michael 
Enz  (left)  brought  one  whole  chicken 
in  a  can,  but  student  Mike  Hannoush 
ended  up  eating  humble  pie  after  los- 
ing a  March  Madness  wager, 

Hannoush  was  no  match  for  Enz, 
who  turned  in  WNEC's  highest  over- 
all bracket  score  on  Facebook.  The 
ft-iendly  bet  ended  in  Emerson  207  on 


April  4  when  Hannoush  attempted  to 
consume  one  whole  chicken  in  a  can. 
which  comes  bones  included  in  its  own 
special  gravy. 

Hannoush  couldn't  handle  the 
potted  meat,  and  he  promptly  lost  his 
lunch.  To  see  the  nine-minute  video  of 
the  event  entitled  "One  Whole  Chicken 
in  a  Can."  visit  www.youtube.com. 
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SPORTS 


Early  Sox  Action:  Who's  Hot  and  Who's  Not 


Jonathan  O^Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

With  football  season 
long  over  and  the  Celtics  and 
Bruins  Chernobyl-sized  melt- 
downs,  the  interest  of  Boston 
sports  fans  is  firmly  directed 
towards  the  Red  Sox. 

Though  we  are  only  two 
weeks  into  the  baseball  sea- 
son, speculation  and  wishful 
thinking  about  the  future  of 
the  Red  Sox  season  abound. 
I  have  decided  to  take  a  look 
at  the  young  season  to  analyze 
the  "hot"  and  the  "not"  of  the 
Red  Sox  thus  far 


HOT:  J.D.  Drew 

Drew,  the  much-antici- 
pated Red  Sox  acquisition  this 
off-season,  hasn't  disappoint- 
ed Boston  fans.  He  started 
the  season  hitting  in  his  first 
nine  games  batting  .342  with 
7  RBIs  on  the  young  season, 
with  an  on-base  percentage  of 
.409. 

The  biggest  question 
about  Drew  is  his  ability  to 
stay  heahhy.  If  he  manages  to 
avoid  injury  this  season,  Sox 
fans  just  might  forget  about 
long-time  fan  favorite  Trot 
Nixon  who  used  to  wear  #7 
for  Boston. 


NOT:  Coco  Crisp 

Originally  believed  to 
have  the  stuff  to  rival  his 
predecessor  Johnny  Damon, 
Crisp  hasn't  done  anything 
much  to  impress.  After  a  short 
time  with  Boston  last  year,  he 
was  bumped  from  the  leadoff 
spot,  and  he  finished  the  sea- 
son hitting  a  measly  .264. 

Crisp  is  off  to  a  similarly 
pathetic  start  this  year,  hitting 
just  .111  from  the  eighth  po- 
sition. 1  give  him  three  more 
weeks  of  poor  production  be- 
fore the  bleacher-bums  at  Fen- 
way start  chanting  "We  Want 
Willy-Mo!" 


Profile:  Michelle  Thompson 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


If  Western  New  England 
College  women's  lacrosse  is 
going  to  make  another  deep 
run  in  the  NCAA  Division 
III  tournament,  they're  going 
to  need  all  the  firepower  that 
they  can  get. 

Mid-fielder  Michelle 
Thompson  of  Wilbraham,  MA, 
has  started  off  her  sophomore 
campaign  in  mid-season  form. 
Thompson,  a  business  major, 
scored  six  goals  and  one  as- 
sist in  the  team's  first  game,  a 
close  loss  to  Endicott  (20-16). 
Through  the  first  nine  games, 
Michelle  has  tallied  23  points 


(18  goals,  5  assists)  and  the 
team  has  a  record  of  6-3  (3-0 
NEWLA). 

Thompson  is  part  of  a 
sfrong  midfield  group  that 
helped  the  Lady  Golden 
Bears  win  the  New  England 
Women's  Lacrosse  Alliance 
(NEWLA)  championship  for 
the  third  consecutive  year. 

Thompson  was  named 
NEWLA  player-of-the-week 
(May  1 )  last  season,  and 
helped  the  team  make  the  D- 
111  tournament.  The  team  was 
knocked  out  in  the  first  round 
by  nationally-ranked  Amherst 
College. 

"Michelle  is  a  quick  mid- 
fielder with  a  good  eye  for  the 


goal,"  said  women's  lacrosse 
coach  Aimee  Klepacki  "1  ex- 
pect her  to  step  up  and  be 
even  better  than  she  was  in  her 
freshman  year." 


Michelle  Thompson 


HOT:  Starting  Rotation 

With  the  exception  of 
Julian  Tavarez,  who  arguably 
doesn't  even  deserve  to  be 
in  the  rotation  at  all,  the  Sox 
starting  five  have  been  out- 
standing thus  far.  Of  particular 
interest  is  knuckleballer  Tim 
Wakefield's  1 .38  ERA  through 
two  starts,  which  can  be  par- 
tially contributed  to  the  pres- 
ence of  his  personal  catcher 
Doug  Mirabelli. 

Opening  day  aside,  Beck- 
ett and  Schilling  have  been 
phenomenal,  with  ERAs  of 
2.84  and  1.50  respectively. 
Japanese  phenom  Daisuke 
Matsuzaka  has  pitched  very 
well,  with  an  ERA  of  2.57  and 
14  strikeouts  in  his  two  starts 
so  far. 

NOT:  The  OfTease 

TTie  past  few  games  aside, 
the  Red  Sox  offense  has  been 
less  than  stellar.  The  team  has 
already  been  shut  out  twice  in 
the  first  ten  games,  essentially 
blanking  out  stellar  2-  and  3- 
run  pitching  performances  by 
Wakefield  and  Matsuzaka,  re- 
spectively. This  will  have  to 
change. 

If  the  Sox  want  to  im- 
prove on  their  third-place  fin- 
ish last  year,  the  offense  will 
need  to  step  up  and  start  scor- 
ing runs  in  key  games,  particu- 
lariy  with  the  bullpen  troubles 
that  are  apparent  already. 


HOT:  The  Closer 

Jonathan  Papelbon,  who 
was  briefly  moved  into  the 
starting  rotation  this  spring  in 
name  only,  returns  as  the  clos- 
er for  the  second  straight  year, 
and  he  looks  as  sharp  as  ever. 

Papelbon  has  pitched  in 
three  games,  converting  both 
of  his  save  opportunities  and 
striking  out  six  in  just  3. 1  in- 
nings. He  has  yet  to  allow  a 
run,  and  could  be  well  on  his 
way  to  becoming  the  most 
dominant  closer  in  the  league. 

NOT:  The  Bullpen 

As  has  been  the  case  for 
many  seasons  now,  the  Red 
Sox  bullpen  has  about  as  much 
depth  as  a  puddle  in  July.  Fran- 
cona  has  been  forced  to  go  to 
Papelbon  in  the  eighth  inning 
on  a  couple  of  occasions  be- 
cause he  has  no  faith  in  the 
rest  of  his  relievers. 

If  this  trend  keeps  up,  the 
Sox  will  lose  a  lot  of  close 
games  in  the  late  innings  this 
season.  Someone  in  the  pen 
will  have  to  step  up  and  start 
getting  outs  in  order  to  bridge 
the  late-inning  gap  between 
the  starters  and  Papelbon. 


UPCOMING  SPRING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Games  in  Bold 


Conference  games 

marked  with  a 

'c" 

MEN'S  LACROSSE 

WOMEN'S  LACROSSE 

04/18 

Wed 

Springfield  College  c 

4:00  PM 

04/19 

Thu 

Smith  College 

4:00  PM 

04/21 

Sat 

Lasell  College  c 

1:00  PM 

04/21 

Sat 

Lasell  College  c 

Noon 

04/25 

Wed 

Babson  College  c 

7:00  PM 

04/23 

Mon 

Norwich  University  c 

4:00  PM 

04/28 

Sat 

Wheaton  College  (MA)  c 

1:00  PM 

04/25 

Wed 

Bridgewater  State  College 

4:00  PM 

SOFTBALL 

04/28 

Sat 

NEWLA  Tournament 

TBA 

04/18 

Wed 

Springfield  College  (Doubleheader) 

3:30  PM 

05/01 

Tue 

Springfield  College 

7:00  PM 

04/19 

Thu 

Simmons  College  (Doubleheader)  c 

3:00  PM 

BASEBALL 

04/20 

Fri 

Albertus  Magnus  (Doubleheader)  c 

3:00  PM 

04/18 

Wed 

Endicott  College 

4:00  PM 

04/22 

Sun 

Johnson  and  Wales  (Doubleheader)  c 

Noon 

04/20 

Fri 

Brandeis  University 

3:30  PM 

04/23 

Men 

Westfield  State  College 

4:00  PM 

04/21 

Sat 

Emerson  College  (Doubleheader)  c 

Noon 

04/26 

Thu 

GNAC  Tournament 

TBA 

04/22 

Sun 

Norwich  University  (Doubleheader)  c 

Noon 

04/28 

Sat 

GNAC  Tournament 

TEA 

04/24 

Tue 

GNAC  Tournament 

TBA 

04/29 

Sun 

GNAC  Tournament 

TBA 

04/26 

Thu 

GNAC  Tournament 

TBA 

05/01 

Tue 

Williams  College 

5:00  PM 

05/01 

Tue 

Williams  College 

4:00  PM 

MEN'S  TENNIS 

04/17 

Tat 

Emerson  College  c 

3:30  PM 

04/18 

Wed 

Cuiry  College 

4:00  PM 

04/19 

Thu 

Endicott  College 

3:30  PM 

04/21 

Sat 

Albertus  Magnus  College  c 

1:00  PM 

04/22 

Sun 

Johnson  and  Wales  University  c 

2:00  PM 

4/26 

Thu 

GNAC  Tournament 

TBA 
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Lewis  Black  Headlines  Spring  Event 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 
On  April  26,  the  WNEC 
Spring  Event  featured  head- 
line comedian  Lewis  Black 
in  front  of  a  soid-out  crowd  at 
the  AHLC.  The  event  was  part 
of  Black's  "Red,  White,  and 
Screwed"  national  tour. 

John  Bowman,  Black's 
opening  act.  is  famous  for 
his  appearance  in  an  episode 
of  Seinfeld  where  he  played 
the  "umbrella  twirling  guy." 
He  also  has  the  distinction  of 
being  the  last  comedian  to  ap- 
pear on  the  Tonight  Show  be- 
fore Johnny  Carson  retired. 

Black,  who  is  probably 
most  famous  for  his  angry 
rants  on  The  Daily  Show,  is 
one  of  today's  most  recog- 
nized comics.  In  addition  to 
his  stand-up  tour.  Black  has 


appeared  in  numerous  televi- 
sion shows  and  movies,  and 
recently  released  a  book  en- 
titled Nothing 's  Sacred. 

His  performance  on 
Thursday  didn't  fail  to  disap- 
point fans,  as  Black  seemed  to 
be  in  traditional  form.  Aside 
from  politics  (his  comedic  tar- 
get of  choice).  Black  made  frin 
of  Salt  Lake  City,  golf,  and 
immigration  among  numerous 
other  topics. 

He  took  time  to  yell  at  a 
heckler  in  the  audience,  and 
even  took  a  few  shots  at  The 
Westerner,  a  copy  of  which 
he  brought  with  him  on  stage. 
"I'm  thinking  of  subscribing 
to  this  paper,"  Black  stated, 
'it's  pretty  easy  to  follow." 

After  the  show.  The  West- 
erner was  able  to  obtain  an  ex- 
clusive interview  with  Black. 
He  talked  about  his  back- 


Comedian  and  actor  Lewis  Black  on  stage  at  the  AHLC.  Black 
headlined  this  year  s  Spring  Event  on  Thursday.  April  26. 
ground,  his  current  pursuits,    acting  as  an  emcee, 
and  his  thoughts  on  college 
education. 

Black  actually  got  his 
start  as  a  playwright  in  the 
1980s.  He  used  to  do  stand-up 
between  shows  when  he  was 


'[Stand-up]  was  a  way 
for  me  to  actually  write  some- 
thing and  do  it,"  Black  said. 
"If  you  write  a  play,  you  can 
wait  the  rest  of  your  life  [to 
Continued  on  Page  2 


IIEs  Build  Sundial  for 
Freedman  Students 


Sara  Flynn 

Staff  Writer 


A  human  sundial  was 
built  by  members  of  the  In- 
stitute of  Industrial  Engineers 
(HE)  at  Frank  H.  Freedman 
School  on  Sunday,  April  15. 
Five  HE  students  dedicated 
their  time  in  order  to  create  a 
sundial  for  the  elementary  stu- 
dents to  help  teach  them  about 
astrometry,  which  is  a  branch 
of  astronomy. 

When  asked  why  they 
volunteered  their  time  and  tal- 
ent, Jason  Eckenberger,  the 


Members  of  HE  assemble  a  sundial  at  the 
Frank  H.  Freedman  School  to  help 
students  better  understand  science. 


newly-appointed  president  of 
HE,  said  he  participated  be- 
cause "it's  important  to  give 
time  to  the  community  be- 
cause it  helps  the  students  un- 
derstand our  planet. . . a  sundial 
is  a  perfect  way  to  explore  the 
sciences." 

Sean  Slavas,  the  vice 
president  of  HE,  said,  "I  enjoy 
giving  back  to  the  community, 
and  it  was  a  great  experience 
building  a  functional  sundi- 
al." 

Scott  Bresnahan,  a  se- 
nior, said  that  "because  we  are 
engineers,  we  have  a  respon- 
sibility to  improve  our 
surroundings  in  order 
to  make  them  bet- 
ter for  those  who  are 
part  of  it.  We  take  that 
into  account  when  we 
design  something  at 
work  or  school." 

The  sundial  had  to  be 
made  at  exactly  12:48, 
so  HE  members  wait- 
ed around  for  a  couple 
of  hours  before  begin- 
Continued  on  Page  3 


Campus  Shooting  at 
Virginia  Tech 


Matt  Caron 

Staff  Writer 


At  day's  end  on  April  16, 
33  laid  dead  at  Virginia  Tech, 
including  the  gunman,  in  the 
largest  mass  shooting  in  Unit- 
ed States  history.  The  victims 
ranged  from  a  budding  guitar 
player  to  a  Holocaust  survi- 
vor named  Liviu  Librescu,  76, 
who  threw  his  body  in  front  of 
the  door  so  his  students  could 
escape  through  the  windows. 

According  to  police,  as 
the  victims  bodies  were  being 
recovered,  their  ceil  phones 
were  ringing.  "We  couldn't 
bring  ourselves  to  answer  the 
calls.. .we  knew  it  was  their 
family  on  the  other  end  of  the 
line  checking  to  see  if  they 
were  OK,"  recalled  one  officer 
with  tears  in  his  eyes. 

At  7:15  a.m.,  gunfire 
erupted  at  the  West  Ambler 
Johnston  dormitory  at  Virginia 
Tech  in  Blacksburg,  Virginia. 
Two  and  a  half  hours  later,  a 
911  call  reported  shots  fired 
across  campus  in  Norris  Hall. 


The  shooter,  later  identi- 
fied as  Cho  Seung-Hui.  23, 
was  an  English  major  of  South 
Korean  descent  who  was  de- 
scribed as  a  "disturbed  loner" 
by  Associate  Vice  President 
for  University  Relations  Larry 
Hincker. 

Seung-Hui's  first  strike 
came  in  the  West  Ambler 
Johnston  Dorm,  where  he  shot 
two  students  in  their  rooms 
on  the  fourth  floor.  A  91 1  call 
reporting  the  shooting  sent  po- 
lice to  the  scene.  By  7:30  of- 
ficers were  pursuing  a  "person 
of  interest." 

Over  the  next  hour,  the 
University's  leadership  team, 
which  included  the  president 
of  the  university,  met  to  dis- 
cuss how  to  notify  the  students 
of  the  murders. 

At  9:26,  the  first  of  three 
e-mails  was  sent  to  the  stu- 
dents. It  read,  "A  shooting  inci- 
dent occurred  at  West  Ambler 
Johnston  earlier  this  morning. 
..The  university  community  is 
urged  to  be  cautious... We  will 
Continued  on  Page  2 
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"Lewis  Black"  continued 
see  it  performed]." 

When  asked  which  part 
of  his  career  he  likes  best, 
Black  said,  "In  the  end,  I  pre- 
fer stand-up  because  there's 
nobody  between  me  and  the 
audience.  If  I  f***  up,  it's  my 
fault. 

"With  television,  I've 
never  had  the  experience  of 
doing  something  serious  for 
very  long  outside  of  The  Daily 
Show,  which  is  only  two  min- 
utes a  shot." 

When  asked  how  he  felt 
about  approaching  age  60 
next  year,  he  quipped,  "Yeah, 
it  sucks!  Life  sucks,  and  then 
you  die." 

With  his  apparent  dis- 
taste for  politics,  some  were 
wondering  if  Black  actually 
votes.  "I  vote  wrong.  I  vote  re- 
ally stupidly,"  he  quipped.  "I 
\  ote  for  Socialists. .  .I'm  really 
thrilled;  it's  really  working 
out." 

Black's  most  passionate 
comments,  though,  were  di- 
rected towards  higher  educa- 
tion. He  said  that  he  sees  an 


Comedian  John  Bowman  (lop  left),  who  is  well  known  as  the  "umbrella 
the  opening  act  for  Lewis  Black  (right)  in  front  of  a  sold-oiil  crowd 


"incredible  lack  of  any  under- 
standing in  terms  of  what  edu- 
cation means.  That's  the  most 
important  thing;  everything 
follows  from  that." 

He  went  on  to  talk  about 
the  costs  associated  with  edu- 
cation. "Any  investment  you 
put  into  it  is  going  to  pay  off. 
The  numbers  say  it.  Every- 
thing says  it,"  Black  staled. 
"But  basically,  they're  making 
people  pay  what  is  the  price  of 
a  home  in  most  places. 


"My  friends  are  send- 
ing their  kids  to  f***ing  pri- 
vate school  in  New  York,  and 
they're  spending  $12,000  [per 
year].  At  this  point,  your  par- 
ents would  be  better  off  just 
giving  you  the  hundred  grand 
and  start  from  there.  Seriously, 
you  could  probably  scratch  out 
better  that  way." 

Black  also  offered  his 
thoughts  on  the  reason  for 
the  high  prices.  "The  price  is 
absurd,  but  it's  based  on  the 


tn'irling  gity  "  from  Seinfeld  was 
at  the  WNEC  Spring  Event. 
reality  that  they're  compet- 
ing with  businesses  to  keep 
people  teaching,"  he  said.  "It 
would  be  a  wonderful  world  if 
research  and  stuff  could  fiind 
education." 

Black  then  offered  a  final 
thought  on  the  matter,  "if  you 
take  the  price  of  a  college  edu- 
cation and  run  it  against  the 
greed  of  the  American  people, 
it's  parallel  ever  since  the  mid- 
80s." 


"Shooting  "  continued 

post  as  soon  as  we  have  more 

information." 

At  around  the  same  time 
the  first  e-mail  was  sent, 
Seung-Hui  began  his  second 
onslaught  that  killed  30  and  in- 
jured dozens  more.  The  second 
9!  I  call  came  into  dispatch  at 
9:45  from  Norris  Hall,  an  en- 
gineering building  that  housed 
offices  and  classrooms. 

Officers  responded  to 
find  the  building's  doors 
chained  from  the  inside.  They 
breached  the  barricade  and 
were  met  with  audible  pops  of 
gunfire  from  the  second  floor 

The    pops    of  gunfire 


ceased  when  Seung-Hui 
turned  the  gun  on  himself  and 
pulled  the  trigger 

"There  was  never  any  in- 
teraction or  contact  between 
the  gunman  and  law  enforce- 
ment," stated  Virginia  Tech 
Chief  of  Police  Wendell  Flin- 
chum.  "Two  semi-automatic 
handguns  were  used  in  the 
killings:  a  Clock  9  mm  and  a 
Walther  .22-caliber,"  he  said. 

The  next  day,  when  the 
gunman's  identity  was  re- 
leased to  the  national  media, 
clues  about  Seung-Hui's  mo- 
tives began  to  appear. 

"He  [Cho  Seung-Hui] 
told  us  his  name  was  '?'  when 


A  memorial  for  Jan-el  Lane,  age  22.  who  was  one  of  the  32  victims  ii 
the  Virgiriia  Tech  shootings.  Photo  courtesy  of  lJSAToday.com. 


we  first  met  him,"  explained 
Seung-Hui's  former  room- 
mates, who  requested  to  be 
called  John  and  Andy.  "He 
had  an  imaginary  girlfriend 
who  he  called  'Jelly.'" 

One  of  the  shooter's 
classmates  explained  how  he 
would  always  put  a  question 
mark  moniker  on  class  sign- 
in  sheets.  "I  would  always 
tell  girls  not  to  come  to  the 
room  because  I  was  afraid 
Cho  would  stalk  them. ..I  was 
more  of  a  watchdog  than  a 
roommate,"  said  John. 

According  to  his  cre- 
ative writing  professor  Nikki 
Giovanni,  Seung-Hui's  be- 
havior in  class  was  indmidat- 
ing  and  almost  forced  her  to 
resign.  "The  stories  he  wrote 
were  grotesque  and  spewed 
macabre  violence,"  stated 
Giovanni.  She  said  that  he 
made  other  students  (especial- 
ly girls)  uncomfortable  and 
would  take  pictures  of  their 
legs  in  class. 

As  police  unraveled  the 
background  of  a  deeply  dis- 
turbed man,  NBC  News  un- 
wrapped a  package  mailed  to 
their  headquarters  with  a  re- 
turn address  from  Blacksburg, 
Virginia. 

The     package.  from 


Seung-Hui.  was  mailed  some- 
time between  the  time  when 
the  first  and  second  shootings 
took  place. 

It  contained  an  1 ,800 
word^-manifesto  of  rage  to- 
wards the  wealthy  and  a  desire 
to  get  even  for  vague  events 
throughout  his  life  that  alleg- 
edly scarred  him.  The  package 
also  contained  a  DVD  of  pro- 
fane rants  and  43  photographs 
of  himself  holding  the  two 
guns  used  in  the  massacre  as 
well  as  other  weapons. 

In  one  video  Seung-Hui 
mentions  "Eric  and  Dylan"  as 
"martyrs."  Assumedly,  he  was 
referring  to  Eric  Harris  and 
Dylan  Klebold,  who  killed 
12  students  in  the  Columbine 
shootings  in  1999. 

President  Bush  visited  the 
campus  and  offered  his  condo- 
lences at  a  memorial  service 
for  the  victims  last  week.  In 
the  aftermath  of  the  tragedy, 
Virginia  Tech  students  have 
banded  together  in  grief  and 
mourning. 

"The  whole  worid  will 
remember  Blacksburg  now," 
stated  University  President 
Charles  Sieger.  "Not  just  for 
the  horrible  tragedy,  but  for 
the  courage  and  strength  of  its 
students." 
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WNEC  Vigil  Shows  Solidarity  with  Virginia  Tech 


Matthew  Caron 

Stajf  Writer 

Thirty-two  students,  unit- 
ed in  their  reverence,  filed  in 
one-by-one.  A  hushed  micro- 
phone echoed  each  victim's 
name.  The  night's  damp, 
heavy  air  was  made  heavier  by 
the  hearts  of  the  more  than  one 
hundred  attendees. 

Against  all  odds,  the 
flames  of  remembrance  held 
their  solemn  bargain  as  drip- 
drops  of  rain  rolled  off  the 
Gazebo  roof  with  steady  pre- 
cision. 

Then,  a  doleftil  reading  of 
Psalm  23  reverberated  and  was 
overlapped  by  a  lone  voice 
singing  "Amazing  Grace"  that 
consummated  with  a  moment 
of  silence. 

On  April  17,  a  candle- 
light vigil  to  remember  the 
victims  of  the  Virginia  Tech 
massacre  was  held  at  Western 
New  England  College.  On  the 
same  night,  Virginia  Tech  held 


their  own  remembrance  vigil, 
which  brought  out  over  5,000 
students. 

"it's  important  for  us  to 
come  together  as  a  college 
community  to  support  each 
other  and  have  this  vigil," 
stated  WNEC  freshman  Kay- 
lyn  Smith.  "It  could  happen 
any  where...  and  it  makes  you 
think  twice  about  how  much 
you  take  for  granted." 

Smith  explained  how  she 
had  a  school  shooting  at  her 
high  school  and  said  that  she 
can  sympathize  with  how  the 
students  of  Virginia  Tech  are 
feeling. 

The  event  was  organized 
by  WNEC  students  with  help 
from  Campus  Ministry  Ser- 
vices. "We  did  this  because 
we  need  to  show  that  we  are 
all  responsible  for  each  other," 
stated  Cultural  Liaison  Coor- 
dinator Rabbi  Jerome  Gur- 
land. 

"It's  important  to  lean  on 
each  other  in  times  like  this. 


and  they  are  doing  that  in  Vir- 
ginia, so  we  are  doing  that  in 
our  own  way  here,"  he  said. 

"It  seems  like  people 
from  all  comers  of  the  country 
were  directly  affected... even 
here  in  Massachusetts,"  stated 
WWLP  TV-22  reporter  Julie 
Tremmel,  who  covered  the 
vigil  and  has  been  reporting 
on  the  Virginia  Tech  massacre 
from  the  beginning. 

Tremmel  told  the  story  of 
Ross  Abdallah  Alameddine. 
20.  of  Saugus,  who  was  killed 
in  the  rampage  when  the  gun- 
man entered  his  French  class 
and  opened  fire. 

"It  happened  in  the  morn- 
ing and  I  did  not  hear  about  it 
[Ross's  death]  until  quarter  to 
1 1  at  night,"  said  Ross's  moth- 
er Lynnette  Alameddine. 

Even  more  local  connec- 
tions to  the  massacre  came 
from  WNEC  Freshman  Ryan 
Kalriess,  whose  cousin  attends 
Virginia  Tech. 

"Once    I    heard  about 


Candlelight  vigils,  like  this  one 
April  17.  The  WNEC  vigil 


al  Virginia  Tech,  were  held  al  college  campuses  across  the  country  on 
drew  over  100  students.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.news.yahoo.com. 


"Sundial"  continued 
ning  work  at  12:28.  First,  they 
took  a  vertical  board  that  had 
all  the  months  of  the  year  la- 
beled. They  used  the  board  as 
their  centerpiece  to  measure 
all  of  the  hours  on  the  sundial. 

The  HE  members  took 
the  time  and  measured  each 
time  out  so  it  would  be  pre- 
cise. The  students  built  a  sun- 
dial for  both  Standard  time 
and  Daylight  Savings  time  so 
that  when  the  clock  changes, 
the  sundial  will  still  work. 

"What  I  liked  most  was 


that  we  got  to  actually  make 
something  that  perhaps  will 
inspire  the  kids  to  get  inter- 
ested in  science  and  begin 
to  wonder  how  things  work. 
Maybe  they  too  will  one  day 
look  to  pursue  a  career  in  sci- 
ence and  engineering,"  stated 
Bresnahan. 

IlEs  have  participated  in 
other  community  service  ac- 
tives over  the  year,  including 
the  crop  walk  at  the  beginning 
of  last  semester,  and  look  for- 
ward to  participating  in  more 
activities  over  the  next  few 


years. 

Matt  Filmer  said,  "It's  al- 
ways good  to  give  back  to  the 
Springfield  community.  They 
need  the  help,  and  by  actu- 
ally going  out  and  doing  work 
we  can  get  things  done,  rather 
than  sitting  around  and  talking 
about  it." 

"Whenever  a  opportunity 
comes  up  where  our  club  can 
help  to  give  back  to  the  com- 
munity, we  will  be  more  then 
happy  to  participate  in  it,"  said 
Eckenberger. 


the  shooting,  I  immediately 
checked  her  Facebook  and 
found  out  that  she  was  alright. 
It  was  bittersweet  because  I 
was  relieved  for  her  but  knew 
that  many  others  weren't  as 
lucky,"  stated  Kalriess. 

WNEC  Freshman  Kevin 
Morton  has  a  fi-iend  fi"om  high 
school  who  attends  Virginia 
Tech. 

"1  found  out  that  my 
friend  was  OK,"  said  Morton. 
"He  said  that  there  was  con- 
fusion...and  originally  heard 
a  rumor  that  ten  people  with 
guns  were  rampaging  the  cam- 
pus." 

The  massacre  has  some 
WNEC  students  asking  if  they 
are  safe  on  campus.  "1  think 
the  answer  is  yes,"  stated  one 
Public  Safety  officer  who  pre- 
ferred to  remain  anonymous. 
"Students  need  to  be  aware, 
but  not  scared.  I  have  confi- 
dence we  would  be  ready." 

Public  Safety  revealed  to 
the  local  media  that  they  have 
an  Emergency  Preparedness 
Committee  that  would  be  ca- 
pable of  handling  a  crisis  at 
WNEC. 

Public  Safety  Director 
Adam  Woodrow  said  in  an 
interview  with  the  Springfield 
Republican  that  watching  the 
chaos  unfold  in  Virginia  rein- 


forced a  decision  the  College 
made  two  years  ago  to  arm  its 
1 5  officers.  "We  look  at  it  as  if 
there  are  no  better  people  who 
know  this  campus  like  us."  he 
said. 

Woodrow  said  that  think- 
ing about  a  similar  incident 
happening  at  WNEC  made  him 
feel  sick,  and  that  he's  mindful 
of  the  fact  that  the  campus  is 
located  in  a  city  dealing  with 
increasing  violence. 

The  College  is  asking  stu- 
dents to  help  prevent  similar 
incidents  from  happening  by 
looking  out  for  other  students 
who  may  be  in  a  crisis. 

"Students  can  come  into 
the  counseling  center  with- 
out giving  us  any  names  and 
we'd  be  happy  to  consult 
with  them."  stated  Director  of 
Counseling  Services  Wayne 
Carpenter. 

"If  a  student  thinks  an- 
other student  is  suicidal  or 
homicidal,  they  should  bring 
it  to  the  attention  of  Public 
Safety,  Residence  Life,  or  my 
office  so  we  can  talk  through 
the  problem,"  he  said. 

WNEC  Counseling  Ser- 
vices is  staffed  with  two  full- 
time  counselors,  as  well  as  an 
alcohol  and  drug  education 
counselor.  They  are  located  in 
Campus  Center  room  249. 


A  Prayer  of  Hope  Offered  at  the  Vigil  on  April  17 

As  we  gather  in  prayer  this  evening,  we  have  a  choice: 
We  can  pray  enveloped  in  the  darkness, 
or  we  can  pray  through  if.  beyond  it. 

You  are  here  because  you  are  blessed  with  Infinite  Compassion. 
Caring,  praying,  and  even  crying  for  those  you  will  never  meet. 
Yet  here  you  are  standing  in  the  Image  and  Likeness  of  God. 

Be  inspired  by  this  divine  place  within  you.  It  was  handed  lovingly 
to  you  by  the  God  who  does  not  lake  but  recreates. 
We  pray  to  the  One  whose  heart  is  the  first  to  break. 
The  God  who  was  there  yesterday  to  catch  those  who  fell. 
The  God  that  will  be  there  tomorrow  to  carry'  the  broken  souls  left 
behind. 

And  I  pr(ry  that  we  care  more  about  our  place,  than  placing  blame- 
That  we  remain  mindfitl  always,  that  being  present  to  one  another  is 

a  blessed  responsibility. 
Even  in  the  midst  of  all  you  do.  take  the  time  to  notice  those  around 
you.  continue  to  care;  if  they  are  in  pain,  be  there,  if  you  need  help, 
please  ask. 
We  are  our  brothers  'and sisters  'keeper. 

We  are  connected  to  each  other  in  a  very  profound  wo}'. 
I  pray  you  find  the  beauty  in  that.  As  you  stand  creating  this  image 
of  Hope,  know  that  you  are  loved  more  than  you  will  ever  know. 

By:  Sheila  Anne  Hanifin 

(Catholic  Liaison  for  Campus  Ministry) 
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The  TV  Guy  Names  Top  12  Episodes  of  the  Season 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 


A  few  months  back,  someone  asked  me  whether 
or  not  reviewing  television  was  worth  all  of  the  hours 
that  go  into  it.  Truth  be  told,  you've  probably  only 
read  less  than  one  percent  of  what  1  have  to  say.  So  as 
we  bid  farewell  to  the  school  year,  it  seemed  unques- 
tionable that  I  should  highlight  what  made  the  06-07 
television  season  memorable.  Below  is  a  list  of  the 
top  12  episodes,  along  with  their  individual  titles  and 
original  airdates.  And  if  summer  programming  irks 
you  as  much  as  it  does  me,  be  sure  to  look  for  these 
installments  in  repeats. 


12.  Scrubs 

"My  Musical" 
January  18,2007 

I  can  probably  count  on  one  hand  the  number  of 
television  series  that  have  attempted  a  musical  epi- 
sode and  not  made  me  shriek.  Much  to  my  surprise. 
Scrubs  pulled  it  off  flawlessly.  While  I  probably 
won't  choose  to  watch  it  again  for  a  while,  simply 
being  able  to  pull  off  such  a  rare  occurrence  earns  the 
show  a  spot  on  this  list. 

11.  The  Office 
"Gay  Witch  Hunt" 
September  21,  2006 

!MI  admit  that  i  thought  the  homosexual  innu- 
endos  were  going  overboard,  but  I  soon  came  to  the 
realization  that  the  jokes  were  not  what  made  this 
episode  stand  out.  For  me,  it  was  the  fact  that  Mi- 
chael could  be  as  offensive  as  he  wanted  to  and  still 
make  us  laugh  throughout  the  entire  show.  That's 
Steve  Carell  for  you! 

10.  Dexter 

"Dexter" 
October  I,  2006 

I'm  not  a  big  fan  of  the  crime  show  franchise 
(that  could  be  the  reason  why  you  rarely  hear  me 
rave  about  CBS),  but  this  exceptional  pilot  took  me 
completely  by  surprise.  What  kept  me  interested  in 
the  series  was  how  much  character  development  we 
were  able  to  see  with  serial  killer/forensic  investiga- 
tor Dexter  Morgan  in  just  the  first  hour  in  spite  of  the 
narration.  It's  great  to  see  Showtime  producing  some 
real  surprise  hits  lately! 

9.  Entourage 
"Sony,  An" 
August  27,  2006 

Stick  it  to  the  man.  Vince!  While  most  of  us  like 
Ari,  it  was  about  time  that  someone  put  him  in  his 
place;  especially  after  botching  the  Joey  Ramone 
project  for  Vince.  Most  importantly.  Eniuw  age  left 
us  wanting  to  see  more  of  the  tension  between  two  of 
the  slickest  guys  on  television.  It  was  a  great  show 


and  a  great  finale  cliff-hanger,  but  why  did  HBO 
keep  us  waiting  for  eight  months? 

8.  Studio  60  on  the  Sunset  Strip 

"Pilot" 

September  18,  2006 

Hype  surrounded  the  launch  of  this  series 
months  before  we  even  saw  a  clip  of  it,  and  I'll  be 
darned  if  this  wasn't  one  of  the  best  pilots  of  the  06- 
07  season.  Unfortunately,  few  people  found  reason  to 
stay  with  Studio  60  following  the  premiere,  causing 
the  show  to  be  pulled  off  the  air  back  in  February. 
However,  I'll  be  enormously  upset  if  NBC  doesn't 
fit  the  underrated  "show  within  a  show"  back  onto  its 
perennially  dismal  lineup. 

7.  Desperate  Housewives 

"Bang" 

November  5,  2006 

The  title  pretty  much  sums  it  all  up.  Lynette 
took  a  bullet  to  the  shoulder  and  her  nemesis  Nora  fi- 
nally shut  up. . .  for  good.  To  me,  this  was  the  episode 
that  revived  the  hoopla  about  our  favorite  ladies  after 
they  fell  unconscious  during  their  atrocious  second 
season. 


6.  South  Park 

"The  Snuke" 
March  28.  2007 

Wow,  South  Parle  has  been  unafraid  to  scoff  at 
any  hot-button  issue  this  season!  This  hilarious  paro- 
dy of  24  left  me  speechless,  and  1  was  dying  to  know 
how  Queen  Elizabeth  and  the  islamic  community 
would  have  reacted  to  Cartman  Bauer.  Of  course,  we 
all  know  that  Hillary  Clinton  "snatched"  in  response 
to  everything. 

5.  Howl  Met  Your  Mother 

"Monday  Night  Football" 
February  5.  2007 

Statistically,  did  you  know  that  you  are  a  minor- 
ity if  you  do  not  watch  at  least  a  few  minutes  of  the 
Super  Bowl?  So  imagine  how  Ted,  Robin,  Lily,  Mar- 
shall, and  Barney  felt  when  they  had  to  miss  it  for 
a  funeral.  Adding  to  the  antics  was  the  group's  pact 
not  to  find  out  what  the  score  was  until  they  watched 
the  game  in  full  on  Monday  night.  Wliile  this  terrific 
ensemble  is  a  far  cry  from  our  dearest  Friem/s.  I've 
found  them  to  be  a  suitable  replacement  with  a  lot  of 
potential. 

4.  Lost 

"The  Man  From  Tallahassee" 

March  28,  2007  


In  one  of  the  series'  most  riveting  flashback 
sequences,  Locke  was  thrown  out  of  an  eight-story 
window.  Back  on  the  island,  he  allegedly  blew  up 
the  escape  submarine,  which  Jack  was  about  to  load 
onto.  What  a  fantastic  season  this  is  turning  out  to  be, 
sans  the  first  six  episodes  last  fall. 

3.  Friday  Night  Lights 

"Mudbowl" 
March  28,  2007 

The  amazing  Kyle  Chandler  once  again  waved 
the  Emmy  flag  in  this  touching  installment  where  he 
(Coach  Taylor)  rallied  the  Dillon  Panthers  together 
to  turn  a  cow  pasture  into  their  home  field  for  the 
State  semifinal  game.  Even  team  groupie  Landry  fi- 
nally stood  out  in  his  own  subplot.  Maybe  it  was  my 
fondness  for  math,  but  I  took  pleasure  in  the  fact  that 
he  used  algebra  to  attract  the  girl  of  his  dreams. 

2.  Brothers  and  Sisters 
"Mistakes  Were  Made,  Part  I" 
November  12,  2006 

I  think  this  nation  has  reached  the  point  where 
we  can  look  at  the  September  U  terrorist  attacks  as 
a  piece  of  history  rather  than  current  events.  Fortu- 
nately, my  favorite  new  show  of  the  season  did  ex- 
actly that  with  some  extremely  emotional  flashback 
writing  in  this  episode  where  Justin  was  called  back 
to  serve  in  Iraq. 

1.  Boston  Legal 
"Son  of  the  Defender" 
April  3,  2007 

For  a  series  that  normally  entertains  us  with 
sharp  wit  and  cockeyed  maneuvers.  1  couldn't  have 
been  more  satisfied  with  Boston  Legal  s  ability  to  ex- 
ecute such  an  emotional  hour  of  television.  In  this 
installment,  which  not  only  deserves  my  #1  spot  but 
also  another  Emmy  for  Best  Drama  Series,  Denny 
Crane's  first  client  from  five  decades  past  held  the 
office  hostage  in  order  to  reenact  the  trial  that  al- 
lowed his  father's  alleged  murderer  go  free.  And  as 
if  we  weren't  moved  enough  from  each  unexpected 
development  in  that  room,  archive  footage  (from 
William  Shatner's  past  work  on  SfucJto  One  in  1957) 
of  a  young  Denny  vying  for  his  father's  approval 
as  a  budding  attorney  conveyed  every  young  man's 
dream  of  wanting  dad  be  proud  of  you.  It's  without 
hesitation  that  I  label  "Son  of  the  Defender"  as  the 
best  hour  of  television  during  the  06-07  season. 


OPINION 


Tlie  Westerner  -May  2,  2007  •  S 


Tired  of  Biased  Reporting?  Boycott  the  News 


Evan  Heymann 

Staff  Wriler 

That's  right,  boycott  the 
news.  Why?  Because  the  goal 
of  most  media  organizations 
is  not  to  present  viewers  with 
information  that  will  impact 
their  lives,  but  to  make  mon- 
ey. 

Think  about  it;  most  news 
sources  are  privately  owned 
organizations  that  are  profit- 


understand  current  events  and 
form  rational  political  opin- 
ions, but  rather  superficial 
coverage  of  the  emotional  and 
sensational. 

You  might  be  wondering 
how  you're  supposed  to  know 
what  going  on  if  you  boycott 
the  news.  Well,  1  didn't  actual- 
ly mean  boycott  all  news,  just 
FOX  News,  CNN,  MSNBC, 
ABC,  CNBC...  actually,  ev- 
erything except  PBS. 


"As  long  as  the  prevailing 
media  is  private  and  for- 
profit,  bias  is  inevitable. " 


seeking  businesses,  no  differ- 
ent from  McDonald's  in  that 
respect.  There's  little  incentive 
for  them  to  provide  relevant, 
unbiased  information, 

News  organizations  sim- 
ply "give  the  people  what  they 
want,"  and  what  people  want, 
according  to  ratings  and  re- 
search, isn't  substantive  ma- 
terial from  which  they  can 


PBS  is  by  no  means  per- 
fect, but  it's  probably  your  best 
bet.  PBS  programs  have  been 
proven  to  offer  far  more  sub- 
stantive, issue-based  informa- 
tion compared  to  its  superficial 
mainstream  counterparts. 

It's  a  non-profit  organi- 
zation, funded  by  its  viewers 
and,  indirectly,  the  govern- 
ment. Because  it  receives  fed- 


eral funding,  and  because  it's 
a  non-profit  organization,  it's 
less  prone  to  bias  and  pressure 
from  advertisers. 

PBS  has  a  stated  goal  of 
presenting  all  of  its  programs 
with  objectivity  and  balance. 
Actually,  all  mainstream  news 
organizations  say  they  are 
committed  to  objectivity,  but 
in  some  cases  that  claim  is 
simply  comical. 

Perhaps  the  most  compel- 
ling bit  of  evidence  to  support 
PBS's  legitimacy  is  that  it  re- 
ceives criticism  from  both  lib- 
erals and  conservatives  alike. 

In  short,  if  you  get  your 
information  from  PBS,  you 
will  most  likely  have  a  better 
idea  of  what's  going  on,  and 
you  will  be  able  to  form  your 
own  opinion  about  political 
matters  as  opposed  to  hav- 
ing biased  journalists  do  it  for 
you. 

Of  course,  there's  also 
the  debate  over  funding.  Why 
should  taxpayers  have  to  sub- 
sidize news  when  they  get  it 
for  free  on  TV?  To  me,  the 


answer  is  simple:  as  long  as 
the  prevailing  media  is  private 
and  for-profit,  bias  is  inevi- 
table. Therefore,  the  informa- 
tion upon  which  most  people 
base  their  political  decisions  is 
inadequate. 

Unless  you're  OK  with  a 
majority  of  the  people  who  se- 
lect the  President  basing  their 
decisions  on  bunk  knowledge, 
you  should  support  public 
funding  of  the  news. 

Some  people  who  oppose 


having  taxpayers  subsidize 
the  news  claim  that  adequate 
information  is  provided  by  the 
private  media,  and  that  obtain- 
ing it  simply  requires  watching 
a  combination  of  liberally  and 
conservatively  biased  news  in 
order  to  derive  some  sort  of 
balance. 

I  say  that's  like  eating  a 
chicken  wing  and  a  heaping 
spoonful  of  mayo;  it's  just  not 
the  same  as  chicken  salad. 


FIRE! 

No  injuries  were  reported  on  the 
aftemoon  of  April  16  when  a  small 
brush  fire  engulfed  the  shrubbery 
outside  of  Herman  Hall.  The  Spring- 
field Fire  Department  quickly  extin- 
guished the  blaze. 

Fire  officials  believe  that  the  fire 
was  caused  by  a  cigarette  butt  that 
was  tossed  into  a  freshly  mulched 
flower  bed.  A  general  brush  fire  warn- 
ing had  been  issued  for  the  area  due 
to  dry  conditions. 

Right:  The  Springfield  Fire  DeparlmenI 
responds  to  the  brush  fire  on  April  16. 
Below:  Students  look  on  at  the  fire,  which 
evacuated  Herman  Hall  for  a  brief  peri- 
od of  lime. 


Journalism  220 

Producing  a 
College  Newspaper 

This  Ihree  credit  course  is  designed  to 
expose  students  to  newspaper  production 
by  offering  hands-on  experience  working 
for  The  Westerner.  A  portion  of  class  time 
will  be  reserved  for  regular  staff  meetings, 
while  the  rest  will  be  dedicated  to  learning 
about  journalism  and  desktop  publishing. 
If  you've  ever  considered  working  on  The 
Westerner,  this  is  a  great  opportunity  to  earn 
college  credit  for  your  efforts! 


For  more  information, 
contact  Ian  Martin 
imartin@wnec.etlu,  or  at  (413)  782-1 3S5 
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PUZZLES 


ACROSS 

1  Matlock's 
field 

4  Goody-goody 
8  Put  together 

12  Eggs 

13  Top-rated 

14  Pressing 
need 

15  Football- 
game  start 

17  Opening 
day? 

18  Tell 

19  Father's  Day 
gift 

21  Nursery  item 

22  This  way 
26  Broadway 

backer 

29  Pub  order 

30  Right-turn 
command 

31  Upper  House 
member 

32  White  House 
monogram 

33  Verve 

34  History 
chapter 

35  Black-and- 
white  seabird 

36  Put  forth 

37  Decorate 
with  raised 
work 

39  Rock-concert 
need 

40  Likely 

41  Nap 

45  Tarzan's 

clique 
48  Kisser 

enhancement 


King  Crossword 


50 

Sandwich 

exceeds  sum 

invitations 

shop 

of  parts" 

32 

Sped 

51 

Always 

theory 

33 

Vote  off  the 

52 

Cheerleader's 

8  Counlertop 

island 

cry 

appliance 

35 

Cleo's  slayer 

53 

Thousand  — , 

9  Branch 

36 

Political 

Calif. 

10  —  good  deed 

mover? 

54 

Unit  of  force 

11  Type 

38 

Refuge 

55 

Make  an 

measures 

39 

Skiers' 

effort 

16  Famous 

mecca 

20  Bar  supply 

42 

Do  mailroom 

DOWN 

23  Eye 

work 

1 

Sites 

amorously 

43 

Autocrat 

2 

Shakespeare's  24  Burn 

44 

Wan 

river 

somewhat 

45 

Big  bother 

3 

Child  of  the 

25  Faxed 

45 

Split  —  soup 

streets 

26  Sheltered 

47 

Wapiti 

4 

Beat 

27  "Cheers" 

49 

Wall  climber 

5 
6 

Spacious 
Officeholders 

habitu6 
28  Snatch 

7 

"Whole 

29  Mail 

PUZZLE  1 


PUZZLE  2 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


*  Moderate   *  *  Chalfenging 
***  HOO  BOY) 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


r  Moderate  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOYt 


ESC  Car  Show  Pictures 


Pholos  Coiirlesy  of  Sara  Flynn.  Westerner  Slaff  IViilc, 
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Langner  Sweats  Out  Summer  Movie  Previews 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


During  the  summer  season,  many 
of  the  best  films  of  the  year  hit  the  big 
screen.  This  summer  has  one  of  the 
biggest  movie  lineups  yet,  with  finales 
to  a  number  of  blockbuster  films  com- 
ing to  theaters,  as  well  as  some  all-new 
movies  that  will  take  the  film  industry 
to  the  next  level,  Here  is  a  list  of  my 
predictions  for  the  top  five  summer 
movies. 

5.  Harry  Potter  and  the  Order  of  the 
Phoenix. 

The  Harry  Potter  series  contin- 
ues with  this  fifth  installment  opening 
on  July  13,  around  the  same  time  that 
the  last  book  in  the  series  will  be  re- 
leased. Order  of  the  Phoenix  will  con- 
tinue to  follow  the  darker  tone  set  in 
The  Goblet  of  Fire. 

In  this  film,  Harry  and  company 
will  find  themselves  at  the  forefi-ont  of 
an  oncoming  magical  war,  leading  up 
to  an  epic  battle  against  Voldemort  and 
his  followers  at  the  Ministry  of  Magic. 
I  anticipate  this  to  be  a  hit  because  the 
Harry  Potter  series  has  a  massive  fan 
base,  and  because  the  last  installment 
was  very  well  doner- 

4.  The  Bourne  Ultimatum 

This  third  and  final  movie  in  the 
Bourne  series  will  premier  on  August 
3.  Matt  Damon  reprises  his  role  as 
Jason  Bourne,  the  ex-black  ops  agent 
who  is  once  again  targeted  by  the  U.S. 
government  as  he  tries  to  uncover  de- 
tails about  his  past. 

He  teams  up  with  a  reporter  who 
wants  to  expose  the  Treadstone  proj- 
ect, only  to  be  impeded  by  members 
of  the  new  Blackbriar  organization  and 
some  surviving  Treadstone  assassins. 
The  first  two  Bourne  movies  were  ex- 
cellent, so  I  expect  nothing  less  fi^om 
this  one. 

3.  Piratesofthe  Caribbean: At  World's 
End 

The  conclusion  to  the  Pirates  tril- 
ogy will  open  on  May  25,  bringing 
an  end  to  a  great  series  of  films  that 
have  gathered  a  huge  number  of  fans 
since  the  premier  of  Curse  of  the  Black 


Pearl.  After  the  cliffhanger  ending  of 
Dead  Man's  Chest,  moviegoers  have 
been  looking  forward  to  this  movie  to 
finally  find  out  what  fate  befalls  Jack 
Sparrow  and  his  ragtag  pirate  crew. 

In  At  World's  End,  the  crew  will 
travel  to  eastern  Asia  in  search  of  the 
World's  End  to  save  Sparrow.  This 
film  will  feature  the  return  of  Captain 
Barbossa  and  Davy  Jones,  as  well  as 
a  climactic  battle  between  pirates,  the 
Royal  Navy,  and  the  East  India  Trading 
Company.  With  the  excellent  quality 
of  special  effects  in  Dead  Man's  Chest 
and  the  great  acting  in  both  movies, 
I  think  the  trend  will  continue  in  At 
World's  End  and  end  the  fi-anchise  with 
a  bang. 

2.  Spider-Man  3 

The  first  Spider-Man  was  great. 
Spider-Man  2  was  better.  Based  on  the 
trailers  I've  seen  for  Spider-Man  3, 
there's  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  this 
movie  will  be  the  best.  Tobey  Maguire 
dons  his  Spidey  costume  for  the  third 
installment  of  this  comic  book  based 
series. 

The  movie  follows  Peter  Parker's 
turbulent  life  as  he  decides  to  many 
Mary  Jane  Watson,  but  finds  himself 
struggling  with  new  enemies  as  well  as 
inner  conflict.  Parker's  old  fi-iend  Har- 
ry Osbom  has  followed  in  his  father's 
footsteps  in  becoming  the  new  Gob- 
lin, and  the  true  murderer  of  Parker's 
grandfather  is  revealed:  a  thug  who 
becomes  the  Sandman,  a  monstrosity 
composed  entirely  of  sand. 

Also  appearing  as  one  of  Spider- 
Man's  antagonists  is  Venom,  a  char- 
acter who  fans  have  waited  for  since 
the  first  movie.  Darker  than  the  previ- 
ous two  films,  and  more  action-packed 
with  three  new  villains,  Spider-Man  3 
is  sure  to  be  a  huge  success.  It  opens  on 
May  4;  go  watch  it  before  finals! 

/.  Transformers 

Remember  that  cartoon  and  ac- 
tion figure  line  fi-om  the  1980s?  Well, 
forget  it!  This  movie  takes  the  concept 
of  Transformers  to  a  whole  new  level 
with  all-new  designs  and  tons  of  ac- 
tion. Directed  by  Michael  Bay  (Arma- 
geddon, Bad  Boys)  and  produced  by 
Steven  Spielberg,  Transformers  is  sure 
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Bonecnisher  and  Opiinnis  Prime  battle  on  the  freeway  in  Transformers. 
Photo  courtesy  of  www.  Tfv2005.com. 

to  be  the  summer's  biggest  blockbust-  so  realistic  you  can't  tell  they're  not 

er.  A  $300  million  project.  Transform-  really  there.  In  some  cases.  Bay  even 

ers  is  a  live-action  movie  based  on  the  had  actual  Transformer  robots  built  for 

Transformers  franchise.  scenes. 

The  film  stars  ShiaLaBeouf  (Cow-  Transformers   hits   theaters  on 

stantine,  Dlsturbia)  as  Sam  Witwicky.  July  4,  a  day  traditionally  reserved  for 

a  teen  who  finds  out  that  his  new  car  is  movies  that  are  anticipated  to  be  the 

more  than  meets  the  eye  and  ends  up  in  summer's  top  blockbuster.  Die  Hard  4 

the  middle  of  a  battle  between  warring  was  supposed  to  open  that  day,  but  was 

alien  mechanoid  factions,  the  Autobots  pushed  back  to  a  June  29  opening.  Fox 

and  Decepticons.  Studios  claims  they  did  this  because 

As  for  the  Transformers  them-  their  movie  wouldn't  be  able  to  com- 

selves.  Industrial  Light  and  Magic  pete  against  Transformers. 

(ILM),  has  created  these  beings  with  Transformers  will  undoubtedly 

an  unprecedented  level  of  workman-  take  the  ft^anchise  to  the  next  level  with 

ship.  The  CGI  animation  for  these  ro-  top- of-the- line  visuals,  tons  of  action, 

botstookupto38hoursperfi-ame,  and  and  incredible  special  effects  put  to- 

the  end  result  is  characters  that  look  gether  in  one  awesome  movie. 
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Men's  Lacrosse,  Baseball  Finish  a  Spectacular  Season 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


Men's  Lacrosse: 

This  year's  lacrosse  team  entered 
the  season  with  high  expectations  and 
lots  of  firepower.  As  the  season  comes 
to  an  end,  the  Golden  Bears  have  put 
themselves  in  unprecedented  territory. 

The  team  was  ranked  #19  in  the 
Division-Ill  preseason  poll.  The  Gold- 
en Bears  have  gone  undefeated,  led  by 
D-IH  All  American  lock  Adam  Cherry, 
a  senior  who  set  the  school's  ail-time 
scoring  record  early  in  the  season. 
Their  impressive  record  has  propelled 
them  to  the  number  three  spot  in  D-lII 
lacrosse  in  the  nation. 


This  is  the  highest  any  team  has 
been  ranked  in  school  history.  Cherry, 
along  with  junior  midfielder  Bryan 
Cofrin,  lead  the  team  in  points  scored 
with  43.  Junior  midfielder  Jon  Hayes  is 
third  on  the  team  with  26  points. 

Leading  a  defense  that  has  allowed 
a  stingy  71  goals  this  season  is  junior 
goalie  Chris  Body,  who  has  compiled 
a  5.21  goals  against  average  in  twelve 
starts.  The  road  to  the  undefeated  sea- 
son hasn't  been  easy  for  this  team  as 
they  have  played  numerous  schools 
ranked  in  the  top  25  nationally. 

Early  in  the  year  the  team  upset 
sixth-ranked  Nazareth  College  and 
followed  that  with  a  victory  over  fifth- 
ranked  Tufts.  With  the  Pilgrim  League 
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tournament  on  the  horizon,  the  Golden 
Bears  should  be  heavy  favorites. 
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WN EC  Senior  Adam  Cherry,  the  school's 

all-lime  leading  scorer. 
Baseball: 

WNEC  baseball  was  in  uncharted 
waters  to  start  off  the  season.  Coming 
off  a  record-setting  year  in  2006,  this 
year's  team  was  rewarded  with  their 
highest  ever  ranking  in  D-lII  baseball 
(22). 

Following  a  slow  start  in  Florida 


where  they  went  5-4  against  tough 
competition,  the  Golden  Bears  have 
compiled  another  impressive  season 
under  coach  Matt  LaBranche,  going 
22-8  (12-2  GNAC).  Senior  Tom  Mor- 
gan eclipsed  the  schools  all-time  hit 
mark  with  over  200  hits  for  his  career. 

This  year's  team  has  been  an- 
chored by  a  pitching  staff  that  has  a 
combined  record  of  16-4.  Senior  Eric 
Smolin  leads  the  pitchers  with  a  re- 
cord of  5-1  (1.80  ERA.  45  strikeouts, 
5  complete  games).  Fellow  senior  Eric 
Blanchard  has  gone  4-1  (2.33  ERA). 

A  strong  offense  has  given  plenty 
of  run  support  and  has  caused  numer- 
ous headaches  for  opposing  pitchers. 
Junior  Ryan  Kravontka  leads  the  team 
with  a  .385  batting  average,  and  se- 
nior Garrison  Ward  and  junior  Travis 
Schwamb  tie  for  the  team  lead  in  home 
runs  and  RBIs  with  2  HR  and  21  RBIs 
each. 

With  such  a  balanced  veteran 
team,  it  shouldn't  be  a  surprise  that 
they  are  on  pace  to  repeat  last  years 
successes.  Another  deep  run  in  the  D- 
III  tournament  is  within  this  team's 
grasp. 


Price  and  participation  may  vary. 
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Administration  Pushes  New  Security  Plans 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  Writer 

A  new  security  perimeter 
surrounding  the  WNEC  cam- 
pus will  undergo  construction 
this  year 

President  Anthony  Caprio 
sent  a  letter  to  all  students  that 
included  a  list  of  projects  the 
school  would  be  completing 
in  the  interest  of  student  safe- 
ly. One  of  those  items  stated, 
"...all  entrances  will  be  gated 
in  the  next  few  weeks."  At  the 
same  time  there  has  been  talk 
of  a  fence  that  would  surround 
the  campus. 

"There  is  no  plan  to  put  a 
fence  around  this  place,"  said 
Vice  President  of  Finance  and 
Administration  David  Kruger. 
These  safety  measures  are 
to  help  protect  the  commu- 
nity and  not  to  interfere  with 


liberties.  These  are  attractive 
entrances,  not  strictly  deter- 
rents." 

According  to  Public 
Safety  Chief  Adam  Woodrow 
a  series  of  "impediments"  will 
be  constructed  around  the  pe- 
rimeter of  the  WNEC  campus 
to  deter  hostile  visitors.  These 
impediments  include  rocks, 
trees,  and  decorative  pillars. 

Currently  there  are  nine 
entrances  to  the  WNEC  cam- 
pus; two  will  be  closed  perma- 
nently. There  will  be  excep- 
tions made  for  emergencies 
and  special  occasions  when 
access  will  be  allowed. 

The  closed  entrances  will 
be  the  horseshoe  driveway  in 
front  of  Deliso  Hall  and  the 
access  point  near  the  School 
of  Law,  said  Kruger.  The  ad- 
ministration has  considered 
closing  the  horseshoe  entrance 


in  the  past  because  pedestrians 
are  often  forced  to  compete 
with  traffic  since  it  interrupts 
the  sidewalk  running  along 
Wilbraham  Road. 

The  idea  is  to  construct 
barriers  that  are  more  pleasing 
to  the  eye  than  the  Gateway 
Gate,  but  similarly  detractive 
towards  invaders. 

This  plan  is  a  response 
to  a  recommendation  from  a 
study  conducted  that  observes 
the  rate  of  crime  in  Gateway 
before  the  gate  was  construct- 
ed. "Last  year  there  were  30 
less  incidents  than  before  the 
gate  was  put  in  place,"  Wood- 
row  stated. 

"Serious  incidents  de- 
clined 40  percent  and  that's  an 
amazing  figure,"  said  Kruger. 
The  college  rejected  a  plan 
of  staffing  all  entrances  with 
security  personnel.  "From  a 


manpower  standpoint  we're 
looking  at  anywhere  from  a 
24-hour  watch  to  a  7  p.m.  to 
10  a.m.  watch,"  said  Kruger 
"That's  a  huge  labor  commit- 
ment and  an  expensive  op- 
tion." 

In  a  recent  a  Student  Sen- 
ate meeting,  Woodrow  opened 
the  fioor  for  senators  to  ques- 
tion him  about  campus  events. 
One  senator  asked  Woodrow 
about  "rumors  of  a  fence  sur- 
rounding campus."  Woodrow 
revealed  the  plans  to  Student 
Senate  and  answered  ques- 
tions from  a  number  of  curi- 
ous representatives. 

However,  when  later 
questioned,  Kruger  insisted 
that  this  matter  was  presented 
to  Student  Senate  two  years 
ago.  and  that  it  received  full 
endorsement  from  those  rep- 
Continued  on  page  3 


Springfield  Workers 
File  Suit  Against  City 


Anna-Gaye  Martin 

Slajf  Writer 

In  early  August,  eight  city 
employees  filed  a  class-ac- 
tion lawsuit  against  the  city  of 
Springfield  with  allegations  of 
race  discrimination  in  terms  of 
salary,  promotions  and  other 
conditions  of  employment. 

The  law  firm  of  Mori- 
arty  and  Connor,  which  rep- 
resents the  employees,  filed 
the  charges  with  the  Massa- 
chusetts Commission  Against 
Discrimination. 

Assistant  Personnel  Di- 
rector Gail  M.  Walls  said  she 
applied  for  the  position  of 
City  Personnel  Director  in 
2004,  but  claims  she  was  nev- 
er called  for  an  interview.  She 
has  been  a  city  employee  for 
almost  30  years,  and  the  city 
instead  hired  from  outside  for 
the  position.  Walls  also  stated 
that  out  of  29  city  department 
heads,  only  four  are  minori- 
ties. 

"The  city  just  recently  re- 
organized the  salary  structure 


for  all  city  employees.  As  a 
result  of  that  reorganization, 
the  city  placed  the  majority  of 
these  minority  employees  at 
the  lower  range  of  their  salary 
classification,"  said  attorney 
Marshall  T.  Moriarty. 

Moriarty  is  represent- 
ing all  eight  workers  who  are 
claiming  similar  allegations. 
He  said.  "There  has  been  little 
change  in  20  years."  He  also 
said  that  Governor  Deval  Pat- 
rick is  reviewing  the  hiring 
methods  of  state  employees  in 
regards  to  the  state's  affirma- 
tive action  goals. 

The  city  of  Springfield  is 
also  facing  allegations  from 
three  police  captains  who  are 
claiming  age  discrimination. 
The  three  have  filed  an  age 
discrimination  complaint  with 
the  Massachusetts  Commis- 
sion Against  Discrimination 
against  the  city,  the  police  de- 
partment, and  Police  Commis- 
sioner 

The  captains  claim  the 
department  and  the  commis- 
Conlinued  on  page  3 


New  Theater  Minor 
Offered  at  WNEC 


Elissa  Jacobs 

Copy  Editor 


Western  New  England  Col- 
lege now  offers  a  theater  mi- 
nor starting  with  students 
planning  to  graduate  in  2009. 
The  minor  is  a  new  addition 
to  WNEC  and  something  that 
people  should  look  into  if  they 
have  interest  in  theater,  or 
even  if  they  want  to  improve 
their  interpersonal  or  public 
speaking  skills. 

The  requirements  for  the 
minor  are  eighteen  credits  of 


theater  classes,  which  must 
include  participation  in  the 
Stageless  Players,  the  college's 
theater  group.  Other  classes 
offered  for  the  minor  include 
hnprovisational  Comedy  I  and 
il.  Direction  1  and  11,  Acting  I 
and  n,  and  Theater  Apprecia- 
tion. 

These  classes  of^en  feed 
into  the  student  improvisa- 
tional  troupe,  Improv  on  the 
Rocks.  Some  students,  such 
as  Stageless  Players  president 
Kyle  Coston,  choose  to  do  an 
Continued  on  page  3 


Parlicipalion  in  The  Stageless  Players  (pictured)  is  a  key  component 
of  the  new  theater  minor  Photo  courtesy  of  Hillary  Haft  Bucs. 
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Labor  Day  Entertainment  Extravaganza 


William  Gilleran 

StaJWnter 

Three  elements  of  the 
entertainment  world  made 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege the  place  to  be  on  Labor 
Day  weekend.  The  Campus 
Activities  Board  delivered 
comedian  Jay  Black,  the  mov- 
ies Knocked  Up  and  Blades 
of  Glory,  and  capped  off  the 
weekend  with  the  music  festi- 
val known  as  WNECpalooza. 
Each  event  brought  in  record 
attendance. 

The  weekend  began  on 


Stepanian  (left)  performs  for  students 
Friday  night  with  WNEC's 
very  own  James  Tiemey 
opening  for  comedian  Jay 
Black.  Tiemey's  college-cen- 
tered routine  didn't  fail  to  earn 
laughs,  especially  from  his 
freshman  residents. 

Black's  routine  included 
anecdotes  on  various  topics, 
including  women,  the  ten- 
dencies of  his  hand,  his  for- 
mer profession  as  an  English 
teacher,  how  he  met  his  wife, 
and  preparation  for  their  child, 
among  others.  In  special  en- 
core appearance.  Black  an- 
swered audience  questions. 


at  WNECpalooza  on  September  3. 

Sunday  night  brought 
perfect  weather  for  CAB's 
double  feature  presentation 
of  Knocked  Up  and  Blades  of 
Glory.  Movie-goers  gathered 
on  Commonwealth  Lawn, 
barely  leaving  a  blade  of  grass 
undisturbed,  and  kept  event 
workers  busy  popping  pop- 
corn all  throughout  the  first 
film. 

The  weekend  came  to  a 
close  on  Monday  with  the  an- 
nual music  festival  known  as 
WNECpalooza.  Once  again, 
WNEC  students  were  able  to 
show  off  their  talent  as  the 


winners  of  last  semester's  Bat- 
tle of  the  Bands,  Carpe  Diem, 
kicked  off  the  show. 

The  concert  also  show- 
cased the  talents  of  Nashville 
Star  contestant  Meg  Allison, 
Boston  band  Stepanian.  and 
Stephen  Kellogg  and  The  Six- 
ers. 

The  dining  hall  was  closed 
for  the  evening  as  dinner  was 
served  on  the  lawn,  drawing 
in  an  even  bigger  crowd.  The 
Sixers  closed  out  the  show  and 
really  got  the  audience  feeling 
the  like  they  wanted  to  "rock 
and  roll  all  night". 


Michael  Vick  Convicted  of  Dogfighting 


Canio  Carlucci 

Staff  Writer 


In  early  July.  Michael 
Vick  was  arrested  for  sponsor- 
ing a  large  and  savage  dog- 
fighting  ring  known  as  Bad 
Newz  Kennels.  According  to 
ESPN  News,  Vick  is  likely  to 
spend  one  year  in  prison  and 
faces  up  to  $350,000  in  resti- 
tution fines. 

During  the  July  raid  on 
Vick's  Virginia  home,  more 
than  55  battered  dogs  were 
seized,  along  with  an  array 
of  dog  fighting  paraphernalia. 
Vick  is  also  charged  with  kill- 
ing numerous  dogs  using  un- 
speakable methods,  including 
drowning  and  electrocution. 
One  dog  was  reportedly  killed 
by  having  its  body  slammed 
on  the  ground. 


1 


4 


site 


One  online  web- 
offers  Mi- 
chael Vick  doggie 
chew-lays.  Photo 

Courtesy  of 
vickdogchewtoy. 
com 


Many  people  know  Vick 
as  the  former  Virginia  Tech 
quarterback  who  is  now  a  star 
for  the  Atlanta  Falcons.  A  for- 
mer number-one  draft  pick,  he 
was  at  the  top  of  his  game  for 
seven  years  and  was  the  first 
quarterback  to  rush  for  1,000 
yards  in  a  season. 

What  many  people  didn't 
know  was  that  since  his  first 
year  as  an  NFL  player,  Vick 
was  running  one  of  the  largest 
dogfighting  rings  in  Virginia. 

While  Vick  sponsored 
the  dogfighting,  he  allegedly 
didn't  partake  in  any  betting. 
Vick  simply  supplied  money 
to  betters  and  allowed  the  dog- 
fighting to  take  place  within 
his  residence.  He  also  admit- 
ted to  helping  kill  six  under- 
performing  dogs. 

According  to  The  Capi- 
tal, during  his  hearing  Vick 
apologized  to  all  of  the  fans  he 
has  hurt,  especially  the  young- 
er ones.  Vick  also  vowed  to 
redeem  himself 

After  an  informal  poll  of 
50  WNEC  students,  it's  very 


clear  that  Vick  is  far  from  the 
most  popular  professional  ath- 
lete on  campus.  While  some 
said  that  they  still  loved  him, 
most  students  agreed  his  im- 
mature and  irresponsible  ac- 
tions should  result  in  him  be- 
ing permanently  suspended 
from  the  NFL. 

Many  students  also  men- 
tioned that  they  couldn't  un- 
derstand why  such  a  highly 
paid  athlete  would  be  involved 
in  such  delinquent  activities, 
especially  with  the  small  prof- 


its he  was  allegedly  making. 


WNEC  Student  Perceptions 
of  Michael  Vick  Story 

84%  think  that  Vick  deserves 
to  go  to  jail  for  more  than 
one  year 

83%  believe  Vick  will  never 
be  able  to  play  football  at  the 
same  level  again. 

50%  said  that  Vick  will  not 
ever  be  able  to  regain  public 
respect.  
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OIT  Speaks  on  Campus  Internet  Access  Problems 


Benjamin  Cadwell 

Stajf  Writer 

All  over  the  campus, 
students  have  had  difficulty 
acquiring  internet  access.  Stu- 
dents needed  to  use  their  com- 
puters to  get  their  e-mail  and 
use  Manhattan,  among  many 
other  tasks,  and  they  simply 
couldn't. 

The  internet  problems 
seem  to  be  occurring  all  over 
the  campus.  Commonwealth 
hasn't  had  consistent  internet 
access  since  students  moved 
in,  said  most  residents.  Some- 
times it  will  turn  on,  and  then 
they  will  lose  the  connection 
within  half-an-hour  or  less. 

Gateway  has  also  had 
plenty  of  internet  difficulty. 
The  majority  of  students  did 
not  get  any  internet  access 
until  around  Wednesday  of 
the  first  week  of  classes.  This 
made  it  hard  for  everyone  to 
keep  up  with  their  assignments 
and  e-mail.  Many  students  had 


to  go  to  the  library  just  to  use 
the  internet. 

Most  of  the  issues  in 
Gateway  Village  have  since 
been  resolved,  and  the  major- 
ity of  residents  there  have  con- 
sistent internet  access. 

Recently,  the  Office 
of  Information  Technology 
(OIT)  sent  messages  out  to 
the  whole  student  body  stating 
that  wireless  routers  weren't 
allowed,  and  that  they  would 
disable  any  port  with  a  router 
connected. 

This  policy  has  frustrated 
many  students.  "Other  schools 
have  updated  their  internet 
and  went  to  wireless  for  the 
whole  campus,"  said  Junior 
Brian  Gavin,  'i  don't  under- 
stand why  our  whole  campus 
isn't  wireless,  and  our  new 
network  doesn't  even  work  at 
all  either." 

In  response  to  student 
concern,  OIT  held  a  question 
and  answer  meeting  open  to 
all  students  on  September  II. 


Many  issues  were  assessed 
there,  such  as  why  Gateway 
can't  be  wireless.  The  reason 
given  was  that  if  one  other 
wireless  router  is  detected,  the 
wireless  connection  will  shut 
down. 

Another  issue  that  was 
addressed  was  the  upgrading 
of  the  school's  system.  OIT 
is  currently  undergoing  a  1.1 
million  dollar  system  upgrade. 
The  bandwidth  will  be  higher, 
and  new  software  will  also  be 
in  place  soon. 

During  the  meeting,  the 
representatives  from  OIT  also 
touched  on  the  issue  of  on- 
line gaming.  Currently,  online 
gaming  is  not  allowed  on  the 
campus  internet  connection. 

OIT  representatives  ex- 
plained that  the  bandwidth  is 
too  busy  to  handle  gaming. 
What  some  schools  have  done 
(and  what  may  soon  happen 
at  WNEC)  is  charge  students 
to  use  the  network  for  online 
gaming.  In  a  recent  survey. 


Ail  across  the  campus,  students  have  been  frustrated  with  the  recent 
internet  access  problems.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.complechplus.org. 


40%  of  WNEC  students  said 
that  they  would  be  willing  to 
pay  extra  for  that  privilege. 

When  compared  with  four 
other  schools  in  the  Springfield 
area,  OIT  claims  we  are  keep- 
ing up  with  the  technology, 
and  that  we  are  actually  better 
than  those  other  schools,  even 
though  some  may  have  more 
bandwidth. 


A  plan  is  in  the  works  to 
form  a  student  committee  that 
will  work  directly  with  OIT  to 
resolve  campus  technology  is- 
sues. The  group  should  be  es- 
tablished by  October. 

What  do  you  think  of  OIT  and 
the  internet  issues  on  campus? 
Send  your  thoughts  to: 
Thewesternersn@yahoo.  com. 


"Security"  continued 
resentatives. 

One  of  the  questions  asked  was  if 
these  gates  would  be  able  to  be  put  in 
place  in  a  few  weeks  as  Caprio's  let- 
ter suggested.  Woodrow  said  he  could 
not  see  this  project  being  completed  so 
soon. 

However,  Kruger  later  stated  that 
it  could  be  done.  "Our  facilities  man- 
ager, Mr.  Duncan,  said  the  gates  would 
be  started  next  week  or  so,"  said  Kru- 
ger. 

The  details  of  the  new  gates  are 
still  being  discussed.  It  has  gener- 
ally been  agreed  thai  some  time  after 


classes  the  only  available  entrance  will 
be  through  the  Welcome  Center.  The 
administration  is  considering  having 
a  greeter  at  that  entrance  as  well.  The 
plan  is  to  construct  the  gates  and  keep 
the  policies  flexible  until  they  deter- 
mine a  suitable  guiding  principle. 

"After  the  gate  was  constructed 
in  Gateway,  people  across  the  street 
began  to  ask,  'what  about  us?""  said 
Kruger.  "People  wanted  safety  equal 
to  Gateway." 

When  asked  if  these  safety  mea- 
sures could  possibly  escalate  ftirther, 
Kruger  was  adamant  they  would  not. 
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"Springfield  Workers  "  continued 
sioner  bypassed  them  for  promotions 
in  spite  of  their  wide-ranging  experi- 
ence and  qualifications,  adding  that  the 
jobs  were  given  to  younger  officers. 

"If  you're  going  to  relegate  the 
individuals  who  have  the  most  experi- 
ence within  the  department  to  the  most 
menial  jobs,  you're  taking  away  from 


the  quality  of  law  enforcement  within 
the  city,"  said  Devin  Moriarty,  attorney 
for  the  three  captains. 

Moriarty  says  the  captain  would 
like  to  be  re-evaluated  for  the  acting 
deputy  chiefs  positions,  or  be  placed 
into  a  job  that  will  put  their  decades  of 
knowledge  to  use. 


"Theater  Minor  "  continued 
independent  study  with  the  theater  de- 
partment in  order  to  learn  more  about 
a  certain  aspect  of  theater  to  complete 
the  minor. 

This  is  a  large  step  for  WNEC's 
theater  department;  without  a  stage, 
productions  become  difficult.  Despite 
this.  Associate  Professor  Hillary  Haft 
Bucs  guides  her  students  about  how  to 


put  on  the  best  possible  show. 

Students  involved  in  the  theater 
classes  would  love  to  one  day  see  an 
auditorium  on  campus.  Another  way 
for  the  department  to  grow  would  be 
hiring  more  professors  to  give  a  differ- 
ent view  of  the  theater.  While  the  new 
minor  is  a  big  step  forward.  Haft  Bucs 
is  hoping  to  see  the  program  grow  even 
more  in  the  next  few  years. 


4  •  September  19,  2007  •  The  Westerner 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Finding  the  Good  in  Superbad 


Nick  Langner 

SlaffWriser 


Comedy  movies  thai  portray  high-school  stu- 
dents and  the  situations  they  face  have  typically  been 


The  boys  of  the  raucous  high-school  comedy  Superbad  live  up  to  their  name. 
Photo  Courtesy  of  www.hoxojfficeprophefs.com 


a  popular  and  successflil  franchise.  Superbad  follows 
suit,  opening  at  the  number-one  spot  at  the  box  of- 
fice. 

Superbad  tells  the  story  of  high-school  seniors 
Seth  (Jonah  Hill),  Evan  (Michael  Cera),  and  Fogeli 
(Christopher  Mintz-PIasse), 
who  are  trying  to  get  alcohol 
for  a  party  in  order  to  "hook 
up"  with  some  girls.  In  order 
^^^^^^^^^^H  to  do  this,  Fogell  acquires  a 
B^^^^^^^^H  fake  l.D.  which  depicts  him 
^  ^  ^^^^^^1      ^  25-year-old  Hawaiian 
with  the  name  "McLovin." 

A  run-in  with  a  robber 
ends  up  separating  Evan  and 
Seth  from  "McLovin."  The 
t\vo  attempt  to  get  alcohol 
their  own  way  while  Fogell 
goes  off  on  a  misadventure 
with  two  policemen.  Offi- 
cers Slater  (Bill  Hader)  and 
Michaels  (Seth  Rogen). 

The  frio  manages  to 
meet  up  again  at  the  party, 
but  their  situations  don't  im- 
prove  at  all  when  the  police 


V 


arrive  to  break  up  the  party. 

In  the  end.  however,  Seth  and  Evan  get  the  girls 
they  were  after,  and  Fogell  gets  dragged  away  by  the 
police  (at  his  request)  before  helping  them  destroy 
their  squad  car. 

Superbad  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  more  vulgar 
movies  to  hit  the  big  screen,  but  it's  definitely  one  of 
the  funniest.  I  thought  that  Fogell  and  the  two  po- 
lice officers  had  the  best  parts,  providing  most  of  the 
film's  humor. 

Hill  and  Cera  also  played  their  roles  well.  I'm 
not  normally  a  fan  of  the  so-called  "high-school 
comedy"  genre,  but  Superbad  was  an  exception. 

One  interesting  note  is  that  the  story  was  based 
on  the  high  school  experiences  of  Seth  Rogen  and 
Evan  Goldberg,  the  writers  of  this  story  (hence,  the 
main  characters  being  named  after  them.) 

While  Superbad  may  not  be  the  family  film  of 
the  year,  it's  still  a  pretty  fiinny  movie,  and  1  would 
definitely  recommend  seeing  it  if  you  haven't  al- 
ready. 

Langner  Rating:  3.5  Stars 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 


Nancy  Botwin  Isn't  Your  Average  Weeds  Dealer 

ries?  i  just  finished  watching  the  September  17  and 
24  episodes,  in  which  Mary  Kate  Olsen  joins  the  cast, 
and  I've  got  to  say  her  character  Tara  certainly  lives 
up  to  the  "goddess"  we've  seen  in  the  previews.  Very 
in  tune  with  her  Christianity,  Tara  feels  as  though 
she  has  an  obligation  to  smoke  recreationally,  while 
wooing  Silas  along  the  way. 

On  another  note,  is  DEA  Agent  Peter  really 
dead?  I'm  still  not  convinced  either  way,  but  maybe 
we  won't  get  an  answer  for  a  while  considering  that 
Nancy  will  sleep  with  several  cast  members  over  the 
next  couple  of  months. 

Could  Weeds  be  headed  toward  its  best  season 
yet?  It  sure  looks  that  way  for  the  Botwins,  so  that 
must  be  the  case  for  the  entire  city  of  Agrestic,  be- 
cause, ultimately,  they  all  live  just  the  same. 


Sporting  her  scatty  hair  and  a  bewildered  perso- 
na, Nancy  Botwin  and  her  ticky-tacky  neighborhood 
are  back  for  the  third  season  of  Showtime's  original 
series  Weeds.  Picking  up  with  last  season's  clitfhang- 
er,  the  Botwins  are  about  to  face  their  toughest  chal- 
lenge yet:  earning  money. 

1  don't  doubt  that  a  being  a  full-time  drug  dealer 
was  a  lucrative  endeavor,  but  how  Nancy  managed 
to  support  two  adolescent  boys,  her  lethargic  brother- 
in-law,  and  pay  a  housekeeper  has  always  been  one 
of  Weeds '  greatest  mysteries.  Nevertheless,  this  true 
desperate  housewife  has  scratched  the  surface  of  re- 
ality with,  dare  I  say  it.  a  job! 

This  "U-Tum"  in  Nancy's  life  (how  ironic)  is 
one  of  several  changes  in  the  series'  structure  that 
I'm  slowly  resigning  myself  to.  Overall,  this  new 
season  is  worth  the  buzz  that  I've  been  hearing  about 
it.  However,  since  nothing  flies  over  my  critical  ra- 
dar without  a  few  objections,  let's  zoom  in  on  which 
areas  of  Weeds  should  keep  growing,  as  well  as  what 
needs  to  be,  well,  weeded. 

As  a  whole,  Weeds  is  off  to  a  terrific  creative  start 
this  year.  It  wasn't  until  the  third  episode,  though, 
that  I  was  sold  on  this  new  story  arc  (I  will  touch 
on  that  subject  later).  Aside  from  Nancy's  entrance 
into  the  work  force,  her  six-figure  debt  has  finally 
knocked  a  much-needed  sense  of  reality  back  into 
her.  After  a  neglected  Silas  made  her  a  grandma-to- 
be  (for  a  few  days,  anyway),  it  became  pretty  clear 
that  she  was  wholeheartedly  indulged  in  her  growing 
business;  leaving  the  hysterical-but-apathetic  Uncle 
Andy  (Justin  Kirk)  to  raise  the  boys. 

It's  relieving  to  see  the  Botwins  with  an  inter- 
connected plot.  At  the  same  time,  though,  1  haven't 
been  missing  Heylia  and  Conrad  too  much  after  bail- 


ing on  Nancy  a  few  weeks  ago.  If  the  two  aren't  go- 
ing to  offer  her  any  more  protection  for  a  while,  then 
I  have  no  problem  seeing  the  series  continue  without 
them. 

Nothing  has  changed  for  Kevin  Nealon's  char- 
acter, Doug,  and  that's  exactly  how  things  should  be. 
Nealon  was  inherent  for  this  role,  delivering  "high- 
class"  stoner  scenes  every  time  he  lights  up. 

Now  that  I've  grown  to  enjoy  the  third  season, 
there  are  only  a  few  storylines  which  have  been  ftiJS- 
trating  me.  For  starters,  while  I  would  love  to  see 
an  episode  with  Andy  fighting  in  an  overseas  battle, 
there's  so  much  drama  going  on  near  home.  I've  been 
skeptical  the  last  few  weeks  as  to  why  the  Weeds 
writers  felt  the  need  to  diverge  from  Agrestic  at  all. 
I  think  most  of  us  can  agree  that  Andy's  most  side- 
splitting moments  occur  with  Nancy  and  the  boys,  1 
mean,  who  wasn't  in  stitches  last 
year  when  Andy  used  a  banana  to 
lecture  12-year  old  Shane  on  how 
to... you  know. 

I'm  also  not  too  thrilled  with 
the  stories  that  they've  thrown 
Celia  into  this  season.  Albeit 
Weeds  is  not  a  schmaltzy  ABC 
drama,  she  and  Doug  have  little 
chemistry  together,  let  alone  for 
an  extramarital  love  affair  Let's 
see  more  of  the  hysterically  in- 
sensitive mother/daughter  mo- 
ments between  her  and  Isabelle, 
instead.  When  presented  with  a 
domestic  problem,  as  opposed  to 
sitting  on  city  council,  Celia  is  at 
her  best,  and  perhaps  even  at  her 
finest  when  lying  by  the  pool  with 
a  pair  of  lawn  shears. 

So  what's  next  for  this  se- 
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Welcome  to  Western  New  England  Prison 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Eclilor  in  Chief 

The  WNEC  administra- 
tion  has  become  the  most  re- 
cent organization  to  distaste- 
fully use  the  tragic  events  at 
Virginia  Tech  as  a  blanket  for 
disguising  massive  student 
restrictions  as  "security  en- 
hancements." 

With  their  latest  security 
plan,  WNEC  has  once  again 
dived  headfirst  into  their  ever- 
deepening  pit  of  very,  very  bad 
ideas.  What's  more,  as  is  typi- 
cal for  the  WNEC  administra- 
tion, this  restrictive  and  un- 
necessary decision  was  made 
without  so  much  as  a  whisper 
of  student  input. 

For  those  of  you  unfamil- 
iar with  the  plan  that  was  laid 
forth  in  a  September  4  letter 


more. 

I,  for  one,  am  completely 
fed-up  with  the  lack  of  in- 
put that  students  have  on  this 
campus.  During  my  four  years 
here,  administrators  have  pur- 
sued their  own  agenda,  all  the 
while  completely  ignoring  all 
student  input  on  matters  of 
any  significance  to  the  college 
commimity. 

The  administration  re- 
peatedly ignores  the  fact  that 
we  live  here  24  hours  a  day, 
seven  days  a  week.  According 
to  their  new  lockdown  plan, 
we  won't  even  be  allowed  to 
move  freely  around  our  own 
campus. 

Those  of  us  who  bought 
the  College's  mantra  and 
thought  the  restrictions  would 
end  with  the  Gateway  gate 


When  the  College 's  new  security  plan  is  implemented,  student  access  to  campus  will  be  seriously  limited 
during  evenings  and  weekends.  The  plan  coidd  serve  as  a  gateway  to  fiiture  student  restrictions. 


If  these  new  security  measures  are 
implemented,  WNEC  will  become  more 
like  a  prison  than  a  college. 


from  Dr.  Caprio,  allow  me  to 
summarize:  starting  in  a  few 
weeks,  all  vehicular  entrances 
to  campus  will  be  closed  off 
by  locked  metal  gates  after 
school  hours  and  on  weekends, 
forcing  all  traffic  through  the 
newly-gated  main  entrance  by 
the  Welcome  Center. 

Dave  Kruger.  WNEC's 
V.P.  of  Finance  and  Adminis- 
tration, assured  The  Westerner 
that  the  plan  was  approved  by 
Student  Senate  two  years  ago. 
But  on  September  11,  senators 
seemed  completely  unaware 
of  the  plan.  One  senator  asked 
Public  Safety  Chief  Adam 
Woodrow  if  he  could  confirm 
the  "rumors"  of  a  plan  to  in- 
stall gates  on  the  campus. 

Just  so  you  don't  think 
you're  the  only  one  out  of 
the  loop,  Woodrow  obviously 
wasn't  even  informed  of  the 
timeline  of  the  lockdown.  He 
assured  Student  Senators  that 
there  was  no  timeframe,  and 
that  the  measures  wouldn't  be 
implemented  for  two  years  or 


were  wrong:  dead  wrong.  We 
now  sit  on  the  cusp  of  total 
lockdown  and  isolation  from 
the  Springfield  community, 
all  under  the  guise  of  security. 
This  is  totally  and  completely 
unacceptable. 

I  refuse  to  be  locked- 
down  like  a  criminal.  If  these 
new  security  measures  are  in- 
stituted, WNEC  will  become 
more  like  a  prison  than  a  col- 
lege. 

Over  the  next  few  weeks, 
the  college  will  undoubtedly 
be  throwing  a  lot  of  propagan- 
da our  way.  They  will  tell  us 
they  know  what's  best  for  us, 
and  will  probably  drop  a  few 
more  inappropriate  references 
to  the  Virginia  Tech  tragedy. 

1  challenge  every  student 
not  to  be  taken  in  by  the  party 
line  on  this  issue.  Even  if  you 
feel  that  a  gated  campus  will 
not  inconvenience  you  all 
that  much,  I  promise  you  that 
there's  much  more  at  stake 
here. 

If  we  allow  the  admin- 


istration to  gate  the  campus, 
their  control  over  our  basic 
freedom  will  be  almost  limit- 
less, and  1  assure  you  that  the 
restrictions  won't  end  there. 

Once  the  gates  are  up, 
restrictions  on  visitors  won't 
be  far  behind.  Once  they  de- 
termine who  can  visit  us  and 
when,  they  will  be  free  to  in- 
stitute curfews,  search  our 
vehicles,  and  even  enter  our 
homes,  all  under  the  false  pre- 
tense of  campus  security. 

You  might  think  that 
things  would  never  progress 
that  far.  but  we  have  to  remem- 
ber where  we've  been  in  the 
past.  Five  years  ago,  nobody 
would  have  ever  dreamed  of 
our  current  ridiculous  security 
situation,  but  here  we  stand. 

The  administration  has 
gone  too  far  this  time,  and  I 
say  enough  is  enough.  The 
line  must  be  drawn  here.  If  we 
become  complacent  on  this 
issue,  these  restrictions  and 
more  won't  be  far  behind. 

It's  time  for  the  admin- 


istration to  hear  the  voices  of 
dissent  that  they've  been  ig- 
noring. We  need  to  let  them 
know  that  it's  absolutely  not 
acceptable  to  take  away  our 
basic  freedom  to  come  and  go 
from  our  homes  as  we  please. 

We  all  need  to  put  pres- 
sure on  our  Student  Senators 
to  stand  up  to  the  administra- 
tion and  stop  this  absurd  plan 
now  (I'd  be  interested  to  hear 
their  thoughts  on  the  secu- 


rity plan  that  they  "approved" 
two  years  ago).  We  also  need 
to  write  directly  to  President 
Caprio  and  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors and  tell  them  that  their 
plan  isn't  acceptable. 

If  we  want  to  change 
things,  then  we  need  to  rise  up 
with  one  loud  voice.  We  need 
to  remind  the  adminisfration 
that  they  work  for  us,  and  that 
we  refuse  to  surrender  our  ba- 
sic freedoms  to  them. 


Tell  Us  What  You  Think 

thewesternersn@yahoo.  com 

TeU  Them  What  You  Think 

student  Senate  Office 
xl298 

James  Tierney:  jiiemey@wnec.edu. 
Student  Senate  President 

David  Kruger:  dkruger@wnec.edu 
V.P.  of  Finance  and  Administration 

Richard  DiRuzza:  rdiruzza@wnec.edu 
V.R  of  Shident  Affairs,  Dean  of  Students 

Antliony  Caprio:  acaprio@wnec.edu. 
President  of  the  WNEC  Board  of  Trustees 


Join  us  for  a  Westerner  Meeting 

Monday  Nights  at  6  p.m.  in  Rivers  103 
You  do  not  need  to  be  on  staff  to  submit  articles,  opinion  pieces,  or  letters  to  the  editor. 
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PUZZLES 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  number  in  the  empty  boxes  in  such  a  way 
that  each  row  across,  each  column  down  and  each 
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★  ★  ★  HOO  BOY! 


Weekly  SUDOKU 
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Hot  Table:  The  Neighborhood's  New  Hot  Spot 


Krystal  K a tso uteris 

Assistant  Editor 


This  past  spring  WNEC  alums 
Chris  and  Jon  Devoie  decided  to  open 
up  a  caf^  across  the  street  from  West- 
em  New  England  College.  The  result 
was  Hot  Table,  the  coffee/panini/des- 
sert  cafe  across  the  street  from  WNEC 
on  Breckwood  Boulevard. 

If  you  want  to  take  your  significant 
other  out  to  a  lunch  date.  Hot  Table  is 
the  place  to  go.  Their  paninis  are  abso- 
lutely delicious,  and  for  good  reason: 
they're  made  right  in  front  of  you. 

Most  of  the  time  there's  a  line  for 
these  delicious  sandwiches,  so  make 
sure  you're  not  trying  to  gel  in  and  out 
in  a  hurry. 

My  personal  favorite  is  the  chick- 
en pesto  sandwich;  the  pesto  mayon- 
naise is  thick  and  flavorful,  and  the 
roasted  onions  and  peppers  are  done 
perfectly.  The  bread  is  always  fresh, 
and  olive  oil  is  spread  onto  the  panini 


before  grilling. 

If  you're  din- 
ing by  yourself,  be 
warned:  order  only  a 
ha!f-panini.  It's  more 
than  enough  for  one 
person,  and  you  re- 
ally get  a  great  value 
for  your  money. 

Hot  Table's  se- 
lection of  coffees  is 
far  better  than  that 
found  at  Java  City, 
where  there  tends  to 
be  more  syrup  than 
coffee.  Hot  Table 
uses  syrup  too,  but 
only  to  enhance  their 
coffee,  not  as  the  ba- 
sis of  the  drink. 

Last  year.  Hot 
Table  was  open  for 
breakfast,  and  I  used 
to  love  going  on  morning  dates  with 
my  boyfriend  to  pick  up  my  favorite 


Hoi  Table  is  a  great  alfernafive  fo  campus  food,  and  it 


milking  distance. 


Caffeine  Crazy 


Christopher  Howe 

Staff  m-iler 


Whether  you're  headed  for  an  ear- 
ly class  or  a  long  night,  energy  drinks 
are  becoming  more  and  more  popular 
among  college  students  worldwide, 
but  are  they  worth  the  risk? 

Caffeine,  a  legal  stimulant,  is 
one  of  the  most  widely  available  and 
commonly  used  drugs  throughout  the 
world  today.  It  works  by  increasing 
your  heart  rate  and  blood  pressure, 
much  like  nitrous  in  a  car,  to  provide 
quick  boosts  of  energy. 

The  only  downfall  is  that  the  ef- 
fects don't  last  very  long  and  can  leave 
you  feeling  worse  than  when  you  start- 
ed. That's  because  it  makes  your  body 
work  harder,  and  as  soon  as  the  effect 
wears  off  you  have  less  energy. 

Like  any  drug,  caffeine  can  be 
addictive.  We  all  know  someone  who 
must  have  their  morning  cup  of  coffee, 
and  you'll  never  forget  their  mood  the 
day  they're  running  late  and  go  with- 
out it. 

Coffee  has  on  average  80  milli- 
grams of  caffeine  in  one  cup,  the  equiv- 
alent to  some  low-end  energy  drinks. 


More  popular  energy  drinks  such  as 
Monster  pack  in  100  milligrams.  The 
company  reftises  to  disclose  the  caf- 
feine content  in  their  new  line,  Java 
Monster,  but  issues  a  warning  to  limit 
intake  to  less  than  three  cans  per  day. 

How  much  is  too  much?  On  aver- 
age, a  safe  amount  of  caffeine  Is  less 
than  300  milligrams  in  a  24-hour  pe- 
riod. That's  roughly  eight  to  twelve 
cans  of  soda  each  day,  or  two  to  three 
energy  drinks. 

Caffeine  also  dehydrates  your 
body,  which  can  cause  both  weakness 
and  weight  loss.  Having  an  energy 
drink  before  the  big  game  or  a  long 
workout,  when  combined  with  sweat- 
ing, dehydrates  your  body  up  to  3  times 
faster  than  normal, 

Caffeine  can  also  prevent  sleep,  so 
it's  probably  not  something  you  want 
to  take  the  night  before  an  exam.  Think 
twice  before  mixing  it  with  alcohol, 
and  remember  to  limit  your  caffeine 
intake  to  the  recommended  level. 


PiGzlf  I  SaluUiii 


EIEII!!  SEIDEIQ  DDD 

dQCI  ElEIE]  QEICIBD 
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EIEIDDCI  QEID  DI3D 


frozen  drink  and  a  grilled  and  buttered 
scone.  To  my  disappointment.  Hot  Ta- 
ble decided  to  eliminate  breakfast  from 
the  menu  over  the  summer. 

According  to  the  owners,  break- 
fast was  hurting  more  than  helping  the 
business.  They  now  open  at  8  a.m.  for 
coffee  only,  with  food  service  going 
from  10  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  HopeftiUy  the 


resurgence  of  hungry  college  students 
will  allow  Hot  Table  to  start  serving 
breakfast  once  again. 

Overall,  Hot  Table  is  definitely 
worth  a  try.  The  Devoie  brothers  obvi- 
ously learned  well  from  their  WNEC 
professors.  Hot  Table  is  a  successftil 
business  that  should  continue  to  serve 
the  community  for  years  to  come. 


Proven  Techniques 
Comprehensive  Materials 
Expert  Instructors 


Personal  Attention 


Guaranteed  Results 
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Classroom,  Online.  Tutoring 


RAISE  YOUR  SCORE  WITH  PRO  VEN  TES  T-TAKING  STRA  TEGIE& 


www.PrincetonReview.com  •  800-2Review 
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SPORTS 


A  New  Conference  Brings  New  Challenges  For  WNEC 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


Men's  Soccer 

The  start  of  a  new  sea- 
son brings  a  new  look  to  the 
men's  soccer  team.  The  loss  of 
12  players  to  graduation,  eight 
of  which  were  starters,  leaves 
Coach  Erin  Sullivan  looking 
at  returning  players  to  step  up 


Hennessey,  Mike  Stewart,  and 
junior  Dan  Hare. 

Moving  to  the  Com- 
monwealth Coast  Conference 
(CCC)  will  mean  tougher  com- 
petition according  to  Coach 
Sullivan,  Winning  a  confer- 
ence title  will  be  a  tough  task 
for  this  team,  but  Sullivan  be- 
lieves that  "as  the  season  goes 
on  the  team  will  start  to  gel. 


The  WNEC  Men 's  Soccer  team  celebrates  on  the  field  after  an 
overtime  victory  over  Clark  University. 
and  fill  the  void.  We  have  the  talent  to  compete 

The  season  has  gotten  off    with  any  of  the  teams  in  the 
to  a  positive  start  as  the  team  conference." 
won  the  WNEC  classic  title  WNEC  will  face  tough 

with  victories  over  Springfield  games  against  Roger  Williams, 
College  and  Clark  University.  Salve  Regina.  and  Keene 
Looking  to  play  important  State,  but  has  the  advantage  of 
roles  this  year  will  be  senior  hosting  most  of  the  games  at 
captains  Dan  Lawrence,  Steve    home  to  start  the  season. 


Women's  Soccer 

Moving  to  a  stronger 
conference  (CCC)  may  be 
the  end  of  a  run  that  saw  the 
team  reach  the  conference  title 
game  for  eight  consecutive 
years.  The  loss  of  five  start- 
ers to  graduation  means  that 
Coach  Ron  Dias  has  a  young 
team  that's  looking  to  find  the 
right  combination  of  players. 

The  team  does  have  strong 
senior  leadership  in  Danielle 
Matte  and  Tara  Trappe  (cap- 
tains), but  many  players  will 
see  significant  playing  time 
for  the  first  time  this  season. 
Coach  Dias  sees  the  first  cou- 
ple weeks  of  the  season  as  a 
"baptism  under  fire  in  a  con- 
ference with  some  of  the  best 
teams  in  the  region." 

Tough  games  against 
Western  Connecticut  State, 
Endicott,  Roger  Williams, 
Gordon,  and  Curry  mean  that 
the  WNEC  girls  have  their 
work  cut  out  for  them.  In  their 
first  year  in  a  new  conference, 
look  for  WNEC  to  be  fighting 
for  a  place  in  the  top  five. 

Field  Hockey 

In  their  last  year  in  the 
North  Atlantic  Conference, 
Coach  Sarah  Kelly's  team 
finished  second.  This  year  the 


team  moves  to  the  CCC  with  a 
few  question  marks. 

The  team  is  led  by  seniors 
Cori  Eggert,  Emilie  Donka. 
Emily  Popham,  and  Sarah 
McQuarrie.  Eggert,  the  team's 
leading  scorer  last  season  (19 
goals,  3  assists),  moves  from 
forward  to  midfield  to  pair-up 
with  Emily  Popham. 

Coach  Kelly  believes 
"that  this  team  has  the  poten- 
tial to  compete  in  the  confer- 
ence, but  we  need  to  put  the 
right  pieces  together,  and  It's 
going  to  take  teamwork  to  win 
in  such  a  tough  conference. 
Every  game  is  going  to  be  cru- 
cial." 

Games  against  the  Uni- 
versity of  New  England,  Salve 
Regina,  and  Endicott  will  be 


tough  tests  for  this  team.  Al- 
though the  season  has  not  start- 
ed on  a  good  note  (losing  their 
first  two  games),  look  for  this 
team  to  continue  to  improve  as 
the  season  progresses. 


STSTRAVEL.COM 
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Homecoming  2007  C.A.B.  Events 

Friday.  Sept.  28 
Magician  Joel  Meyers  9  p.m.  In  Rivers* 

Saturday.  Sept  29 
Sky-diving  Simulator  12-5  p.m.  in  the  Quad  Parking  Lot 

Cover  Band  SuperGush  1:30  p.m.  outside  the  HLC 

CAB  Comedy  Presents:  Garry  Gulinan  &  Robert  Kelly 

From  the  HBO  show  Tourgasm  at  9  p.m.  in  the  HLC 

•www.meyeremagic.com/shows 


UPCOMING  FALL  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Games  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  a  "c" 


WOMEN'S  SOCCER 

WOMEN'S  VOLLEYBALL 

09/20 

Thu 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology  c 

4:00  PM 

09/19 

Wed 

Emerson  College 

TBA 

09/22 

Sat 

University  of  New  England  c 

6:00  PM 

09/22 

Sat 

Mount  Holyoke  College 

TBA 

09/26 

Wed 

Salve  Regina  University  c 

4:00  PM 

09/25 

Tiie 

University  of  Massachusetts,  Boston 

6:00  PM 

09/29 

Sat 

Roger  Williams  University  c 

1:30  PM 

09/27 

Thu 

Anna  Maria  College  c 

7:00  PM 

09/29 
09/29 
10/02 

Sat 
Sat 
Tkie 

University  of  New  England  c 
Gordon  College  c 
Endicott  College  c 

Noon 
4:00  PM 
7:00  PM 

09/20 

Thu 

WOMEN'S  FIELD  HOCKEY 

Mount  Holyoke  College 

4:30  PM 

09/22 

Sat 

University  of  New  England  c 

Noon 

09/26 
09/29 

10/02 

Wed 
Sat 

Tue 

Endicott  College  c 
Salve  Regina  University  c 

Amherst  College 

4:00  PM 
6:00  PM 

7:00  PM 

09/22 
09/29 

Sat 
Sat 

FOOTBALL 
Curry  College  c  ^^^^^B 
Plymouth  State  College  c 

"    1:00  PM 
1:00  PM 

MEN'S  SOCCER 

WOMEN'S  TENNIS 

09/19 

Wed 

Williams  College 

4:15  PM 

09/19 

Wed 

Endicott  College  c 

3:30  PM 

09/22 

Sat 

University  of  New  England  c 

3:00  PM 

09/25 

T\ie 

Nichols  College  c 

3:30  PM 

09/23 

Sun 

Wesleyan  University  (CT) 

1:00  PM 

09/26 

Wed 

Springfield  College 

4:00  PM 

09/27 

Thu 

Salve  Regina  University  c 

4:00  PM 

09/27 

Thu 

Massachusetts  College  of  Liberal  Arts 

4:00  PM 

09/29 

Sat 

Roger  Williams  University  c 

11:00  AM 

09/29 

Sat 

Roger  Williams  University  c 

Noon 
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Text  Messaging  Program  Alerts  Students 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staf  Writer 

Public  Safety  is  promot- 
ing a  cell  phone  text  mes- 
saging service  designed  to 
alert  students  of  emergencies 
throughout  campus. 

On  September  27,  Public 
Safety  Chief  Adam  Woodrow 
came  to  Student  Senate  ask- 
ing for  its  support  on  a  new 
initiative  for  student  safety 
at  WNEC.  Although  officials 
feel  the  new  system  is  efficient 
and  will  keep  students  safe, 
they  are  struggling  to  enlist 
students  into  the  system. 

At  the  start  of  the  semester 
WNEC  instituted  the  E2Cam- 
pus  text  messaging  service  in 
response  to  the  Virginia  Tech 
shootings  and  its  continuing 
initiative  to  improve  security 


on  campus.  The  program's 
fiinction  is  to  send  students  se- 
curity precautions  in  the  case 
of  an  emergency  or  threat  by 
text  messaging  enrolled  users 
through  their  cell  phones. 

"The  hope  is  that  if  every 
student  gets  a  text  message 
during  class,  at  least  one  of 
them  will  actually  look  at  their 
phone  and  spread  the  mes- 
sage," said  Woodrow. 

Unfortunately,  progress 
has  been  slow  to  enlist  stu- 
dents in  the  program.  Cur- 
rently, there  are  approximately 
1,000  members  who  can  re- 
ceive safety  notifications,  but 
this  number  includes  students, 
faculty,  and  staff 

"We  would  like  to  have  at 
least  50  percent  of  the  campus 
community,"  said  Woodrow. 
"It's  so  hectic  here  at  the  be- 


ginning of  school,  and  we're 
trying  to  come  up  with  differ- 
ent ways  to  inform  students." 

The  E2Campus  Web  site 
describes  the  program  as  "the 
leading  elective  mass-notifica- 
tion system  for  sending  time- 
sensitive  information  to  large 
groups  of  people."  In  light  of 
recent  events,  the  company 
has  targeted  college  campuses 
as  its  biggest  consumers. 

Initially,  it's  up  to  the  ad- 
ministrators to  decide  when  a 
mass  message  will  be  sent  and 
what  it  will  say.  After  the  de- 
cision is  made.  Public  Safety 
dispatchers  send  the  messages 
to  everyone  enrolled  in  the 
program. 

The  company  states  that 
it  will  take  up  to  15  seconds 
for  the  mass  messages  to  be 
received,  but  Woodrow  claims 


Courtesy  ofmvw.neillobrien.com 
their  tests  showed  that  partici- 
pants were  able  to  receive  no- 
tification even  more  quickly. 

"We  sent  out  a  few  test 
messages  ourselves  and  found 
our  cell  phones  were  receiving 
the  messages  within  three  sec- 
onds," said  Woodrow. 
Continued  on  paae.  3 


Halo  3  Breaks  Entertainment  Records 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


For  many  hard  core  video 
game  players,  September  25, 
2007  was  a  holiday  of  sorts. 
Thousands  of  people  waited 
in  lines  outside  of  stores,  and 
himdreds  took  the  day  off  fi-om 
work  or  skipped  school  for  one 
reason:  to  purchase  and  play 
Halo  3,  officially  released  at 
midnight  last  Wednesday. 

Halo  3  has  proven  its 
popularity,  breaking  all  kinds 


The  highly  anticipated  release  oj 
Halo  3  on  September  25  was  the 
highest-grossing  entertainment 
release  in  history. 


of  sales  records.  It  outsold  ev- 
ery other  video  game  of  2007 
before  it  was  even  on  shelves, 
coming  in  three  different  ver- 
sions at  different  prices  and 
with  different  extras. 

The  game  also  earned  the 
distinction  of  being  the  largest 
entertainment  launch  in  Amer- 
ican history,  beating  out  titles 
like  Spider-Man  3  and  Harry 
Potter  and  the  Deathly  Hal- 
lows. The  game  earned  over 
$170  million  during  the  first 
24  hours  of  its  release. 

Pre-orders  for  the  final 
installment  of  the  Halo  series 
numbered  well  over  a  million 
since  it  became  available  for 
reserve  last  November.  Sales 
analysts  predict  that  by  Oc- 
tober four  million  copies  of 
Halo  3  will  have  been  sold. 

It's  been  called  "the 
equivalent  of  a  Hollywood 
blockbuster"  and  described 
"like  playing  through  a  work 
of  art."  Halo  3  could  eas- 
ily become  one  of  the  top-ten 
highest-selling  video  games  of 
all  time  before  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Why  is  Halo  3  so  popu- 
lar? It's  the  last  game  in  the  ac- 


claimed Halo  trilogy,  preced- 
ed by  Halo:  Combat  Evolved 
(2001)  and  Halo  2  (2004),  and 
it's  the  first  title  of  the  series  to 
be  exclusive  to  the  Xbox  360. 

The  Halo  games  became 
popular  for  their  epic  story- 
line (enhanced  by  a  number  of 
novels  considered  to  be  part 
of  the  story)  and,  most  impor- 
tantly, the  multi-player  game 
play,  with  Halo  2  being  the 
most  played  game  on  Xbox 
LIVE. 

Another  contributing 
factor  is  that  Master  Chief  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  video 
game  characters  ever  created. 
He  practically  single-handed- 
ly takes  on  armies  of  enemies 
and  emerges  victorious,  fight- 
ing to  save  humanity  and  the 


This  cyborg  soldier  is  as 
mysterious  as  he  is  awesome; 
throughout  the  series,  play- 
ers never  see  his  face,  which 
makes  it  easier  for  them  to 
imagine  themselves  as  the 
man  behind  the  helmet. 

It's  interesting  to  note  that 
Master  Chief  is  the  first  video 
game  character  to  be  immor- 
talized in  wax  at  the  famous 


Master  Chie  f  is  the  first  video 

game  character  to  be  im- 
mortalized in  wax  at  Madame 
Tussaud's  in  Las  Vegas.  Photo 
courtesy  of  www.hungie.net. 

Madame  Tussaud's  Wax  Mu- 
seum in  Las  Vegas.  The  statue 
was  made  to  commemorate 
the  trilogy's  popularity  as  well 
as  its  conclusion. 

There  is  a  live-action 
Halo-based  movie  in  the 
works,  with  Peter  Jackson 
{Lord  of  the  Rings)  as  the  pro- 
ducer and  Neill  Blomkamp  as 
the  director.  The  film  is  cur- 
rently postponed  due  to  bud- 
get issues,  but  it's  set  for  re- 
lease in  either  2008  or  2009. 
Continued  on  page  3 
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Freedom  of  speech;  it's 
one  of  the  most  cherished 
rights  that  we  as  Americans 
hold,  entithng  people  to  say 
what  they  want  without  fear  of 
censorship  or  harassment. 

However,  just  because 
we  have  freedom  of  speech 
doesn't  mean  we  should  give 
everyone  a  megaphone  to 
spew  hate.  Case  in  point:  Co- 
lumbia University.  Last  week, 
the  University  gave  Iranian 
President  Mahmoud  Ahma- 
dinejad  the  floor  to  speak  to 
students  and  facult>'.  Ahma- 
dinejad  is  one  of  the  most  rec- 
ognizable figures  of  Iran;  he's 
also  the  most  outspoken. 

For  the  past  few  years. 
Ahmadinejad  has  called  for 
the  destruction  of  Israel  and 
the  United  States.  Evidence 
and  eyewitness  accounts  from 
the  1979  Iranian  hostage  situ- 
ation claim  that  Ahmadinejad 
was  one  of  the  hostage-takers 
that  held  66  Americans  for  444 
days. 

Iran  is  officially  designat- 
ed by  the  State  Department  as 
the  world's  "most  active  state 
sponsor  of  terrorism,"  and  in 


the  past  year  numerous  reports 
have  been  made  of  Iraqi  insur- 
gents being  armed  by  the  Ira- 
nians. 

So  why  was  a  man  with 
such  dangerous  rhetoric  given 
a  platform  at  a  school  like  Co- 
lumbia? Ahmadinejad's  visit 
was  part  of  the  school's  World 
Leaders  Forum. 

"Opportunities  to  hear, 
challenge,  and  learn  from  con- 
troversial speakers  of  different 
views  are  central  to  the  educa- 
tion and  training  of  students 
for  citizenship  in  a  shrinking 
and  still  dangerous  world," 
said  Columbia's  Dean  of  in- 
ternational and  Public  Affairs 
John  Coatsworth. 

University  President  Lee 
Bollinger,  who  introduced  the 
Iranian  President,  called  him  a 
"petty  and  cruel  dictator,"  and 
brought  up  Ahmadinejad's 
denial  of  the  Holocaust  and 
Iran's  persecution  of  women 
and  homosexuals. 

Ahmadinejad's  speech 
was  filled  with  some  dismrb- 
ing  and  outright  laughable 
comments.  The  most  astonish- 
ing was  perhaps  his  statement, 
"in  Iran  we  don't  have  ho- 
mosexuals like  in  your  coun- 
try. We  don't  have  that  in  our 


Iniincin  PiL'suleni  Muhmuiul  Alwh 
incluiling  his  involvcmcnl  in  the  !r 
(top  leff).  Photos  courtesy 
country.  In  Iran  we  don't  have 
this  phenomenon." 

This  claim  highlights 
Iran's  terrible  human.  rights 
record.  Estimates  from  the 
Human  Rights  Watch  say  that 
more  than  400  homosexuals 
have  been  killed  in  Iran  during 
the  past  decade.  Many  more 
live  with  scars  as  a  result  of 
the  lashings  that  are  common- 
ly given  to  gay  men  in  Iran. 

The  focus  of  many  ques- 
tions addressed  to  Ahmadine- 
jad were  about  human  rights 
abuse  and  terrorism.  Most  of 
his  responses  seemed  to  get 
written  off  because  of  their 
outrageous  nature. 

Though  his  comments 
either  made  people  laugh  or 
cringe,  it  still  doesn't  diminish 
the  fact  that  he  strongly  be- 
lieves in  what  he  says.  Many 
ultra-conservative  interpreters 


Weekly  Campus  Ministry  Events 

Morning  Meditations,  Tues.  at  8  a.m.  -  Bear's  Den 
Havurah  Schmooze,  Tues.  at  noon  -  CC5 
Catholic  Luncheon,  Tues.  at  12:30  -  CCS 
Protestant  Luncheon,  Tues.  at  12:30  -  CC6 
Cornerstone  Christian  Fellowship,  Tues.  at  9  p.m.  -  Bear's  Den 
Roman  Catholic  Mass,  Sun.  at  7  p.m.  -  Sleith  100 

Campus  Ministry  Contact  Info: 

Rabbi  Jerome  Gurland.  Shelia  Hannifan:  782-1628 
Pastor  Dan  Nicewonger:  dnicewon@wnec.edu 
Louise  Ingram:  Iingram@wnec.edu 


iitiejad  throughout  the  years, 
n  hostage  crisis  of  1979-1981 

of  the  Koran  in  the  Middle 
East  >(.\vhere  his  speech  was 
broadcast)  feel  the  same  way. 

For  all  his  ridiculous  re- 
marks. Ahmadinejad's  visit 
to  Columbia  University  was 
nothing  more  than  a  propa- 
ganda event.  His  rhetoric  was 
absurd,  but  we  must  not  for- 
get that  he  believes  in  what 
he  says,  and  his  words  repre- 
sent the  ideology  of  Iran's  real 
leaders,  the  Mullahs. 

One  other  question  about 
Ahmadinejad's  appearance 
should  be  posed  to  the  entire 
community  at  Columbia  Uni- 
versity. Why  allow  such  a  rad- 
ical leader  such  as  President 
Ahmadinejad  speak  at  your 
campus?  If  you  truly  believe 
in  free  speech,  why  don't  you 
allow  groups  such  as  the  Min- 
utemen  (a  group  trying  to  stop 
illegal  immigration)  or  the 
Army  ROTC  on  campus? 

It's  a  bit  hypocritical, 
don't  you  tliink? 


CORRECTION:  In  the  Sep- 
tember 19  article  entitled 
"OIT  Speaks  on  Campus 
Internet  Access  Problems," 
we  stated  that  OiT  organized 
the  September  1 1  technology 
forum.  The  forum  was  actu- 
ally organized  and  hosted  by 
Student  Senate's  Grievance 
Committee  in  response  to 
student  concern.  We  apolo- 
gize for  any  inconvenience 
this  may  have  caused. 
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An  Inside  Perspective  on  Student  Patrol 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


I'm  sure  most  of  you  have  seen 
those  kids  walking  around  late  at  night 
wearing  black  BDU  pants  and  navy 
blue  tee  shirts  with  "Student  PatroP' 
emblazoned  on  the  back.  Many  of  you 
may  have  some  misconceptions  or 
questions  about  what  they  do. 

I  happen  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Student  Patrol,  and  I'm  going  to  dispel 
some  myths  about  what  we  do  and  why 
we  do  it. 

Student  Patrol  is  a  branch  of  the 
Western  New  England  College  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Safety,  it's  a  group  usu- 
ally comprised  of  twelve  students  who 
have  undergone  interviews  and  train- 
ing, and  generally  consists  of  criminal 
justice  majors  or  those  aspiring  to  have 
a  career  in  law  enforcement. 

Requirements  include  good  char- 
acter, leadership  abilities,  and  physical 
fimess.  We  work  Wednesday  through 


Tfie  job  of  slitdent  pafrollers  is  to  keep  the  campus  safe  by 
assisting  Public  Safety.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.wnec.edu. 


Saturday  night,  either  on  foot,  bike  pa- 
trol, or  monitoring  the  various  cameras 
located  throughout  the  campus.  Our 
shifts  run  either 
from  8:00  p.m.  to 
12:00  a.m.  or  10:30 
p.m.  to  2:30  a.m. 
Weather  conditions 
do  not  have  any  ef- 
fect on  our  shifts;  we 
work  in  all  weather,  be 
it  pouring  rain  or  freez- 
ing cold. 

I  think  it's  safe  to 
say  that  many  people 
think  that  Student  Patrol- 
lers  are  a  group  of  hired 
snitches,  out  to  bust  parties 
and  get  people  in  trouble. 
That  notion  couldn't  be  fur- 
ther from  the  truth. 

Student  Patrol  is  basically  an  ex- 
tension of  the  Campus  Police;  we're 
often  described  as  the  "eyes  and  ears" 
of  Public  Safety.  Our  job  is  not  to  ruin 
your  lives:  it's  to 
protect  them. 

We  make  sure 
Icrimina!  activity 
prevented  by 
[alerting  Public 
Safety  to  any  sus- 
[picious  individu- 
als or  activity  that 
we  may  encoun- 
whether  it's 
[some  shifty-look- 
ing hood  from 
downtown  lurking 


around  cars  or  groups  of  unfamiliar 
people  hanging  around  apartments. 
We  also  make  sure  people  don't 
get  hurt.  We  make 
sure  people  don't 
fight  or  do  other 
dangerous  activities 
while    they're  in- 
toxicated, and  make 
sure  we  get  medical 
assistance  for  anyone 
who  needs  it.  Another 
function  of  our  job  is  to 
provide  escorts  for  peo- 
ple who  don't  feel  safe 
walking  around  alone  at 
night. 

Yes,  we  do  occasionally 
get  involved  with  parties. 
It's  our  duty  to  report  ille- 
gal drinking  games  if  we  have  enough 
evidence  to  prove  that  they're  taking 
place.  If  we  see  minors  fransporting 
alcohol,  we  are  inclined  to  report  it. 

Also,  if  a  party  is  unreasonably 
loud  after  quiet  hours,  we  notify  Pub- 
lic Safety  so  they  can  tell  the  Resi- 
dence Advisors  to  keep  an  eye  on  the 
party.  We  sometimes  help  officers  with 
crowd  control  at  party  breakups,  and 
transport  confiscated  items  if  asked  to 
do  so. 

Our  other  duties  include  doing 
traffic  detail  and  security  at  college 
events,  as  well  as  securing  buildings  at 
night. 

A  lot  of  people  ask  if  we  get  paid, 
and  the  answer  is  yes.  Students  also 
wonder  if  we  carry  guns,  but  we  don't. 


We're  unarmed,  since  at  the  heart  of  it 
all  we're  still  students,  just  like  the  rest 
of  you.  and  we  aren't  allowed  to  carry 
weapons. 

We  cannot  arrest  people,  though 
we  often  secure  the  area  when  an  arrest 
is  being  made  by  officers.  We  can't  en- 
ter residence  hails  or  apartments  unless 
we  are  specifically  instructed  to  do  so 
by  an  accompanying  officer,  and  we're 
not  allowed  to  peek  through  windows 
or  listen  at  doors. 

We're  not  some  shady  group  of 
mercenaries  out  to  get  anyone.  In  most 
cases,  we  just  report  activity  to  Pub- 
lic Safety  and  let  them  decide  how  to 
handle  the  situation. 

We  aren't  bad  people.  We  aren't 
trying  to  limit  your  freedom  at  all. 
What  we  ARE  is  a  dedicated  group  of 
students  who  work  hard  to  help  make 
WNEC  a  better  place  to  be. 

Just  last  year,  a  number  of  our  ob- 
servations of  suspicious  activity  while 
on  duty  allowed  officers  to  arrest  of 
a  number  of  non-residents  with  out- 
standing warrants  who  came  onto  cam- 
pus. We  also  got  medical  aid  for  many 
students  who  were  in  need  of  it. 

So  the  next  time  you  see  us  (which 
will  be  quite  often  if  you're  out  at  night 
on  the  weekend),  don't  feel  the  need 
to  run  away  or  stop  your  conversation 
and  give  us  strange  looks. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about 
our  job,  just  ask  a  student  patroUer  or 
a  Public  Safety  officer  and  we'll  gladly 
answer  We're  the  good  guys;  we're 
here  to  protect  and  serve. 


Uncovering  the  Appeal  of 'S toner'  Comedies 


Courtney  Walsh 

Staff  Writer 

America's  obsession  with 
stoner  movies  has  become  ap- 
parent over  the  years  as  we 
have  watched  the  movie  in- 
dustry change  from  genre  to 
genre.  Now  with  the  release  of 
Superbad,  millions  of  teenag- 
ers and  adults  flocked  to  the- 
atres to  see  the  newest  version 


"Text  Messaging  "  continued 

To  gather  more  student 
participation.  Public  Safety 
targeted  SOAR  to  make  stu- 
dents aware  of  the  program. 
Senate  has  suggested  giving 
the  opportunity  for  freshman 
to  sign  up  in  their  First- Year 
Seminar  classes.  In  addition, 
any  student  looking  to  receive 
security  messages  can  sign  up 
at  their  My  WNEC  portal. 


of  Animal  House. 

Every  generation  has  its 
share  of  classic  movies.  How- 
ever, the  influences  of  the 
movies  of  the  late  nineties  and 
2O00's  have  been  far  from  the 
'classics'  our  parents  watched. 
What  has  changed  over  those 
years? 

Has  humor  evolved? 
Must  we  resort  to  the  sarcas- 
tic, drugged  up,  drunken  com- 
ments that  we  endlessly  quote 
after  we  see  the  movie?  As  we 
watch  these  'stoner'  movies 
(as  they  have  become  known). 


"Halo  3  "  continued 

Jackson  is  also  working 
with  Microsoft  and  Bungie, 
the  creators  of  Halo,  on  a  fii- 
ture  installment  of  the  video 
game  series,  which  will  be  an- 
other trilogy  following  a  new 
story. 


we  constantly  cheer  for  the 
geek  or  the  socially  disturbed 
to  become  successful  at  the 
end. 

This  revolution  of  movies 
can  be  traced  back  to  the  re- 
lease of  Dazed  and  Conftsed 
in  1993.  in  October  of  1998, 
A  Night  at  the  Roxbitry  was 
released,  and  after  watching 
it  we  can  probably  all  say  that 
we've  been  guilty  of  the  side- 
to-side  head-banging  at  clubs 
and  red  lights. 

Just  two  months  after 
Half  Baked  was  plastered  onto 
screens,  we  were  then  opened 
up  to  the  world  of  Thurgood 
Jenkins  and  his  quote  "I  don't 
do  drugs,  just  weed." 

The  screens  seemed  to 
take  a  brief  break  from  this 
crude  humor,  but  recently 
we've  embraced  blockbusters 
such  as  Wedding  Crashers, 


Anchorman.  Bails  of  Fury. 
Grandma  i  Boy,  Eurotrip. 
Knocked  Up.  and  Beerfest 
(just  to  name  a  few).  Com- 
bined, these  movies  have 
grossed  over  $1.2  billion  and 
counting. 

When  asked  about  what 
makes  these  types  of  movies 
so  appealing,  student  Tricia 
Breault  responded.  "I  enjoy 
the  style  of  humor.  I'm  not 
sure  about  it  when  I  get  older, 
but  as  of  now  [1  think]  they're 
awesome." 

As  these  movies  change 
and  our  expectations  grow. 


will  we  see  the  end  of  this 
genre?  There  have  been  many 
inquiries  questioning  the  simi- 
larities between  some  movies 
such  as  Beerfest  and  Eurotrip. 

Each  one,  though,  leaves 
viewers  with  a  different  expe- 
rience and  endless  quotes  to 
pound  out  at  parties.  Stoner 
movies  will  forever  be  placed 
on  a  shrine  in  the  movie  world 
because  they  restore  the  youth 
in  their  viewers. 

In  the  words  of  McLovin, 
"Chicca  Chicca  Yeah  Yeah" 
keep  them  coming! 


Community  Service  GONE  WILD! 

Alternative  Spring  Break  2008 
Information  Session 
October  15  @  6  p.m.  in  the  LaRiv  Great  Room 
It  s  never  too  early  to  start  planning  your  Spring  Break 
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Wan  What  Is  It  Good  For? 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


I'm  a  big  fan  of  action  movies,  and  in  my  book, 
any  action  movie  that  includes  Jet  Li,  Jason  Statham, 
swordfights,  gunfights,  explosions,  and  ninjas  is  a 


>  II 


Jel  Li  (center)  is  ready  for  some  trouble  it 
Photo  Courtesy  of  www.rottontomaloes. 


winner.  War  fits  that  mold  perfectly. 

The  movie  starts  off  with  FBI  agents  John  Craw- 
ford (Statham)  and  Tom  Lone  (Terry  Chen)  caught 
in  a  shootout  against  Chinese  Triad  gang  members. 
They  are  met  by  a  man  named  Rogue  (Li),  an  ex-CIA 
assassin  who  now  works  for  the  Japanese  Yakuza 
mob. 

Rogue  tries  to  kill  Crawford,  but  is 
shot  by  Lone  and  falls  off  a  dock  into  the 
ocean.  Later,  Rogue  gets  revenge  on  Lone 
by  going  to  his  home  and  shooting  him 
and  his  family  before  burning  the  house 
to  the  ground.  Crawford  swears  revenge 
on  Rogue,  and  never  gives  up  pursuing 
him.  As  Crawford  tracks  Rogue,  he  gets 
caught  in  the  middle  of  a  war  between  the 
Yakuza  and  the  Triads,  a  war  orchestrated 
by  Rogue  himself,  who  works  for  both 
sides. 

War  is  an  intense  action  film.  There's 
almost  constant  action,  in  the  form  of 
shootouts,  chases,  fistfights,  stuff  getting 
blown  up,  and  even  swordplay.  The  fight 
sequences  are  very  well  done,  incorpo- 


rating a  good  showing  of  Jet  Li's  martial  arts  acting 
prowess. 

Throughout  most  of  the  film,  one  might  wonder 
why  Rogue  is  causing  all  of  this  trouble  between  the 
two  gangs,  but  near  the  end,  everything  is  revealed  in 
a  huge  plot  twist. 

War  is  basically  a  crime  thriller  mixed  with  a 
martial  arts  movie,  so  if  you're  a  fan  of  either  genre, 
1  recommend  this  film. 

The  only  thing  I  didn't  like  was  the  ending.  I 
won't  spoil  it  for  those  who  haven't  seen  this  movie, 
but  I  thought  it  was  poorly  done.  The  huge  build-up 
ends  in  somewhat  of  a  letdown.  Luckily,  the  rest  of 
the  movie  was  enjoyable  enough  to  more  than  make 
up  for  the  disappointing  conclusion. 

Overall,  if  you're  into  action  movies.  War  is  bet- 
ter than  many,  and  definitely  worth  watching  in  the- 
aters or  renting  on  DVD. 

Langner  Rating:  4  Stars 


The  TV  Guy  Falls  for  the  Season's  New  Shows 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 


The  2007-2008  television  season  has  begun, 
and  along  with  our  returning  favorites  come  dozens 
of  new  series  that  will  attempt  to  survive  beyond  No- 
vember. 1  have  selected  five  that  I  feel  could  find  a 
loyal  audience  here  at  WNEC.  Not  one  of  them  is 
flawless,  but  they  each  have  a  unique  way  of  reach- 
ing out  to  us  viewers. 

Back  To  You  (FOX):  Multiple  cameras,  a  live  audi- 
ence...what's  going  on  here?  It  seems  that  network 
television  has  finally  found  a  series  that  has  the  true 
potential  of  reviving  the  endangered  sitcom  genre. 
An  original  premise  blended  with  the  brilliant  chem- 
istry between  stars  Kelsey  Crammer  {Frasier)  and 
Patricia  Heaton  {Everybody  Loves  Raymond)  as  re- 
imited  co-anchors  of  a  local  Pittsburgh  news  station. 
Back  to  You  had  me  laughing  the  entire  half-hour. 
Only  three  episodes  have  aired  so  far,  but  I  can  al- 
ready envision  this  comedy  as  the  flagship  series  for 
TV  Land  in  a  few  decades. 

Gossip  Girt  (CW):  There  was  a  bit  of  hope  that  this 
much-hyped  series  would  help  the  fledging  CW  net- 
work establish  itself  as  a  viable  competitor  in  the 
television  world.  In  hindsight,  that  likelihood  seems 
to  be  dwindling  with  each  episode.  While  I  would 
never  critique  a  show  simply  based  on  its  feminine 
attraction,  Gossip  Girl,  which  is  based  on  the  best- 
selling  novel  series  by  Cecily  von  Ziegesar,  seems  a 
bit  too  chic  for  a  network  drama.  Normally  I  would 
dig  much  deeper  into  the  foundation  of  any  new  se- 
ries, but  the  first  two  episodes  felt  like  watching  a 
group  of  toffee-nosed  high-school  students  living 
their  life  as  if  a  camera  was  constantly  monitoring 
them  over  a  soundtrack  encompassing  today's  Top 
40  hits.  That's  certainly  not  anything  to  be  ashamed 


of,  but  I  really  can't  envision  this  thespian  methodol- 
ogy of  adolescence  as  anything  more  than  a  guilty 
pleasure. 

The  Big  Bang  Theory  (CBS):  As  I've  said  before, 
I  love  sitcoms,  but  this  particular  one  seems  to  be 
the  reason  why  the  genre  is  fading.  A  scripted  rein- 
carnation of  Beauty  and  the  Geek,  the  series  follows 
two  brilliant  yet  socialiy-defiinct  nerds  in  their  20s 
who  are  obsessed  with  their  attractive  (yet  brainless) 
neighbor  Penny.  The  premise  appears  good  in  theory 
but  was  really  nothing  more  than  a  half-hour  filled 
with  punch  lines.  Despite  some  true  comedic  mo- 
ments. The  Big  Bang  Theory  is  (literally)  your  typi- 
cal "girl-next-door"  story.  Nevertheless,  it  does  fit 
well  into  CBS'  Monday  comedy  lineup,  and  should 
the  show  stick  around  for  a  while,  I  can  see  it  devel- 
oping a  big  cult  audience. 

Aliens  In  America  (CW):  In  their  ads,  the  CW  is 
calling  this  series  "the  most  daring  new  comedy  of 
the  season,"  and  I  couldn't  agree  more.  In  an  attempt 
to  try  and  instill  coolness  into  her  out- 
cast son  Justin,  Franny  Tolchuk  signs 
up  for  the  school's  foreign  exchange 
program  in  the  hopes  that  the  visitor 
will  help  boost  Justin's  social  image. 
The  bizarre  plan  succeeds,  except  that 
the  visitor  arrives  at  the  Tolchuk's 
Wisconsin  home  bearing  a  collection 
of  turbans  and  instructions  on  how 
to  pray  toward  Mecca.  As  a  whole,  I 
would  label  Aliens  In  America  as  the 
funniest  new  series  this  fall. 


probably  heard  of  the  Grey's  Anatomy  spin-off /*r/- 
vate  Practice,  which  follows  Addison  Montgomery 
(Kate  Walsh)  to  a  wellness  center  in  Los  Angeles. 

Save  for  the  show's  lackluster  title — unless  it's 
some  sort  of  aduU  insinuation — the  foundation  of  the 
series  sounds  terrific  on  paper.  Addison's  deranged 
life  on  Grey's  made  her  one  of  my  favorite  of  the 
Seattle  Grace  ensemble,  and  1  feel  that  there's  a  lot 
to  explore  with  her  character  as  Private  Practice  gets 
going.  Unfortunately,  the  quality  of  last  week's  pilot 
episode  was  similar  to  the  disheveled  "sneak  peek" 
we  saw  in  the  two-hour  Grey's  Anatomy  episode 
this  past  spring.  Private  Practice  is  certainly  not  the 
worst  new  show  of  season,  but  it's  the  biggest  disap- 
pointment thus  far.  Nevertheless.  I  still  see  a  great 
potential  for  Practice  to  make  perfect. 

Finally,  if  you  happen  to  be  channel  surfing  and 
come  across  any  of  the  following  shows,  1  strong- 
ly recommend  exploring  them:  Dirty  Sexy  Money 
(ABC),  Pushing  Daisies  (ABC).  Samantha  Who? 
(ABC),  Reaper  (CW),  and  Chuck  (NBC). 


Private    Practice   (ABC):    Unless  I 
you've  been  living  imder  a  rock  for  the  I 
last  few  months  and  have  been  unable 
to  walk  by  a  magazine  stand,  you  have 


Aclres  Kate  Walsh  goes  from  one  Practice  to  another  this  fall 
Photo  courtesy  of  www.uploads.profilegoodies.com. 
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Columbus  Day  Commemorates  Genocide 


Shannon  Rajala 

Staff' IVn'ler 

The  fact  that  Columbus 
Day  continues  to  be  celebrated 
by  many  in  the  United  States 
is  troubling  and  proves  that 
our  understanding  of  history  is 
flawed. 

While  children  in  our 
school  systems  are  told  of  a 
courageous  explorer,  the  his- 
tory books  de-emphasize  the 
true  facts-  Christopher  Colum- 
bus was  a  man  who,  motivated 
by  greed,  encouraged  racism 
and  oppression  and  commit- 
ted genocide  of  the  indigenous 
peoples  of  the  Caribbean. 

In  celebrating  this  holi- 
day, we  commemorate  a  man 
that  discovered  our  country 
due  only  to  poor  navigation 
skills.  If  it  weren't  for  find- 
ing the  islands  on  his  way  to 
Asia,  Columbus  and  his  crew 
would  have  died  at. sea;  Asia 
was  thousands  of  miles  farther 
than  he  had  calculated. 

When  Columbus  and  his 


crew  reached  the  Bahamas, 
they  were  greeted  by  a  peace- 
ful and  generous  indigenous 
community,  the  Arawak  In- 
dians. In  search  for  gold,  Co- 
lumbus and  his  crew  enslaved 
the  inhabitants. 

Those  who  didn't  die  as 
slaves  on  the  islands  were  sold 
into  slavery  in  Spain  or  killed 
either  accidentally  or  inten- 
tionally by  the  smallpox  virus. 
Sixty  years  after  the  arrival  of 
Columbus,  the  Arawaks  were 
all  dead;  they  were  victims  of 
Columbus'  genocide. 

Dedicating  a  day  of  the 
year  to  Columbus  is  recog- 
nizing the  atrocities  that  he 
committed  as  something  to 
commemorate,  which  can  be 
equated  to  a  celebration  of 
genocide. 

The  location  of  "Co- 
lumbus Day"  on  a  calendar 
is  a  symbol  of  ignorance  and 
racism.  While  Western  New 
England  College  doesn't  tech- 
nically celebrate  the  holiday, 
and  only  counts  it  as  an  obser- 


vance day  that  is  part 
of  our  Fall  Break,  it's 
important  for  students 
to  understand  the  truth  I 
behind  this  holiday.  | 

Dr.  Josie  Brown- 
Rose,  an  English  pro- 
fessor who  teaches 
African  American  and  j 
Caribbean  literature 
and  culture  at  WNEC. 
stated,  "We  need  to  ac- 
knowledge that  there 
is  an  alternate  history, 
an  alternate  story,  sur- 
rounding Columbus 
that  is  often  left  untold; 
it  is  a  story  that  incorpo- 
rates the  experiences  of 
Native  Americans  and 
other  indigenous  populations 
throughout  the  Americas." 

I  do  believe  we  should  be 
proud  of  the  United  States  and 
all  that  it  stands  for.  There  are 
many  people  throughout  our 
nation's  history  who  fought  to 
get  us  where  we  are  today. 

While  we  do  not  dedicate 
a  day  to  people  like  Harriet 


mmr. 
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Tubman  or  Susan  B.  Anthony, 
we  continue  to  glorify  Colum- 
bus. We  should  reserve  holi- 
days for  people  who  deserve 
them  and  not  recognize  a  man 
whose  actions  wiped  out  an 
entire  civilization. 

We  must  abolish  Colum- 
bus Day.  By  acknowledging 


the  truth  of  the  past,  we  can 
understand  our  mistakes  and 
learn  for  the  fijture. 

!  urge  students  to  realize 
the  day  off  from  school  that 
we  have  been  awarded  our 
whole  lives  isn't  a  fair  trade  in 
commemoration  of  oppression 
and  genocide. 


Columbus  Day  Celebrates  Historical  Significance 


Jonathan  O^Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

Well,  it's  ofificial.  You  can 
now  find  an  "expert"  to  protest 
every  cause,  celebration,  and 
holiday  on  the  planet. 

The  latest  target  seems 
to  be  Colimibus  Day,  as  op- 


ponents claim  that  the  holiday 
is  guilty  of  heinous  crimes 
ranging  from  degrading  Na- 
tive Americans  to  celebrating 
genocide  and  slavery. 

This  laundry  list  of  accu- 
sations seeks  not  only  to  crim- 
inalize an  Italian  sailor  that 
lived  over  500  years  ago,  but 


"...  but  to  be  fair  ond  bolonecd  all  points  of 
visw  should  bo  respected!" 


Image  courtesy  of  www.math.cudenver.edu/^wcherowi. 


also  every  American  citizen 
who  enjoys  having  a  Monday 
off  in  early  October. 

Seeing  as  the  day  is  ap- 
parently so  controversial,  I 
suggest  that  we  all  go  to  class- 
es and  work  straight  through 
from  Labor  Day  to  Thanksgiv- 
ing. 

But  wait,  we  can't  eel- . 
ebrate  Thanksgiving,  either, 
because  European  settlers  in 
North  America  eventually 
massacred  Native  Americans 
and  stole  their  land.  We  could 
wait  until  Christmas,  but  that's 
a  religious  holiday... 

1  think  you  can  see  my 
point  here.  When  experts 
overanalyze  situations  and 
succumb  to  political  correct- 
ness, their  conclusions  often 
degrade  into  absurdity. 

Granted,  Christopher  Co- 
lumbus left  a  lot  to  be  desired 
as  a  hero.  He  had  many  short- 
comings, and  his  human  rights 
practices  in  the  New  Worid 


were  less  than  exemplary,  to 
put  it  mildly. 

However,  what  histori- 
cal figure  can  possibly  live  up 
to  the  standards  of  perfection 
that  we  are  so  quick  to  impose 
upon  them?  When  examined 
closely,  the  lives  of  almost  all 
influential  historical  figures 
are  far  from  perfect. 

After  all,  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son owned  slaves,  and  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  pitted  American 
soldiers  against  their  families 
and  countrymen  in  the  Civil 
War. 

In  fact,  when  placed  un- 
der such  scrutiny,  our  own 
lives  are  far  from  perfect  as 
well.  Does  this  mean  that 
we're  all  incapable  of  contrib- 
uting something  important  to 
society? 

Instead  of  focusing  on  the 
negatives  of  tlie  life  of  Colum- 
bus, let's  take  a  look  at  what 
Columbus  Day  actually  cele- 
brates: a  fundamental  historic 


event. 

Columbus  Day  isn't  a 
celebration  of  one  man  or  an 
attempt  at  hero-worship.  It's  a 
celebration  of  the  discovery  of 
knowledge  that's  been  funda- 
mental to  the  last  500  years  of 
Western  history. 

Columbus's  "discov- 
ery" of  a  new  continent  was 
a  course  of  action  that  set  into 
motion  the  events  that  would 
lead  to  our  existence  as  a  na- 
tion. Thus,  Columbus  Day 
is  merely  a  celebration  of  an 
important  historical  event,  not 
an  endorsement  of  slavery  or 
genocide. 

1  think  it's  possible  to  cel- 
ebrate the  contributions  of  Co- 
lumbus without  condoning  all 
of  his  actions.  So  before  you 
call  your  congressman  or  start 
a  picket-line  at  your  local  pa- 
rade, take  a  moment  on  Mon- 
day to  consider  the  historical 
significance  of  the  discovery 
that  Columbus  made. 


Join  us  for  a  Westerner  Meeting 

Monday  Nights  at  6  p.m.  in  Rivers  1 03 
You  do  not  need  to  be  on  staff  to  submit  articles,  opinion  pieces,  or  letters  to  the  editor. 
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Patriots  Off  To  a  Phenomenal  Start 


Michelle  O'Shepa 

Staff  Writer 

The  New  England  Patri- 
ots are  starting  off  the  2007 
season  with  several  new  ad- 
ditions to  their  roster,  includ- 
ing defensive  end  Adalius 
Thomas  from  the  Baltimore 
Ravens,  wide  receivers  Donte 
StalKvorth  from  the  Philadel- 
phia Eagles  and  Randy  Moss 
from  the  Oakland  Raiders,  and 


rookie  free  safety  Brandon 
Meriweather  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Miami. 

Running  back  Laurence 
Maroney  will  have  his  time  to 
shine  now  that  veteran  Corey 
Dillon  is  gone. 

Defensive  back  Rodney 
Harrison  is  in  year  two  of  re- 
covery from  a  devastating 
knee  injury  he  suffered  against 
the  Steelers  shortly  into  the 
2005  season. 


Patriot  wide  receiver  Randy  Moss  helps  insure  another  win  for  the 
Patriots.  Pholo  courtesy  of  www.palriots.com. 


Harrison  was  suspended 
for  the  first  four  games  of  the 
season  because  of  his  use  of 
3s\  illegal  substance  that  he 
took  to  "accelerate  the  healing 
process"  of  his  injury.  When 
Harrison  is  back  on  the  field, 
he  hopes  to  re-emerge  as  the 
disruptive  force  he  was  two 
years  ago. 

The  Patriots'  traveled  to 
the  Meadowlands  to  play  the 
New  York  Jets  for  their  first 
game.  The  Patriots  started 
off  strong;  their  first  offen- 
sive possession  ended  in  an 
1 1  -yard  touchdown  pass  from 
quarterback  Tom  Brady  to 
wide  receiver  Wes  Welker, 
which  was  his  first  touchdown 
as  a  Patriot,  and  the  second  of 
his  career. 

Wide  receiver  Randy 
Moss  caught  an  exciting  51- 
yard  touchdown  pass  from 
Tom  Brady  in  the  third  quar- 
ter, marking  it  as  Brady's  150 
touchdown  toss  of  his  regular- 
season  career. 

In  addition  to  Bradv's 


impressive  milestone,  he  com- 
pleted 22  out  of  28  passes  for 
297  yards  and  3  touchdowns, 
made  his  95th  consecutive 
start  at  quarterback,  and  im- 
proved to  22-1  on  artificial 
turf  in  the  regular  season. 

The  opening  kickoff  of 
the  second  half  was  a  thrill- 
ing one  for  Ellis  Hobbs.  who 
ran  the  ball  back  108  yards 
to  mark  the  longest  kickoff 
return  in  NFL  history.  With 
a  38-14  victory  over  the  Jets, 
head  coach  Bill  Belichick  re- 
corded career  regular-season 
win  number  125. 

For  the  Patriot's  second 
regular  season  game,  they 
hosted  the  San  Diego  Char- 
gers at  Gillette  Stadium.  This 
was  an  exciting  game  from  the 
very  beginning  with  the  Patri- 
ots wasting  no  time  and  scor- 
ing the  first  touchdown  of  the 
game  within  three  minutes  of 
the  opening  kickoff. 

Tom  Brady  threw  three 
touchdown  passes,  and  wide 
receiver   Randy   Moss  sur- 


passed the  100-yard  mark  for 
his  second  game  as  a  Patriot 
and  scored  two  touchdowns. 

Defensive  end  Adalius 
Thomas  picked  off  a  pass 
from  Chargers  quarterback 
Philip  Rivers  and  ran  it  back 
65  yards  for  a  touchdown  in 
the  second  quarter,  putting  the 
Patriots  up  24-0. 

The  Pats'  defense  was 
right  on  the  money  as  Ros- 
evelt  Colvin  sacked  Rivers 
twice,  forcing  a  ftimble  each 
time.  The  Patriots  defeated 
the  Chargers  38-14,  increasing 
their  record  to  2-0. 

Last  week,  the  Patriots 
trampled  Buffalo  at  home  by 
a  score  of  38-7.  Moss  had  two 
more  touchdown  receptions, 
and  the  Patriots  increased  their 
record  to  an  impressive  3-0. 

Coach  Bill  Belichick 
has  made  careful  choices  in 
choosing  new  players  whom 
he  thinks  will  be  assets  to  his 
team.  It's  a  guarantee  that  he'll 
work  them  to  their  fullest  po- 
tential all  season  long. 


Are  These  Colleges  Contenders  or  Pretenders? 


Brian  Michaud 

Staff  Writer 

Pathetic.  Plain  and  sim- 
ple. That's  what  a  lot  of  peo- 
ple are  saying  about  Division 
1  college  football  and  the  way 
certain  top-tier  schools  are 
performing. 

Notre  Dame  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  are  defi- 
nitely at  the  top  of  the  "awful" 
list,  but  these  two  schools  are 
just  the  headliners  in  a  laundry 
list  of  college  football  teams 
that  are  underperforming. 
If  these  two  "powerhouses" 
didn't  play  each  other  during 
the  third  week  of  the  season, 
both  teams  might  have  started 
0-3. 

Michigan  look  that  game 
and  the  mighty  "Fighting  Irish" 
fell  to  0-3,  and  are  now  0-4  af- 
ter getting  spanked  by  Michi- 
gan State.  They  sit  among  the 
worst  in  the  nation  in  rushing 
offense  and  total  offense,  ac- 
cording to  NCAA  statistics  on 
Yahoo  Sports,  and  this  year's 
team  looks  to  be  one  of  the 
worst  in  school  history. 

Notre  Dame's  current 
players  seem  to  disgrace  the 


great  players  who  once  wore 
blue  and  gold,  including  Je- 
rome Bettis,  Joe  Theismann, 
Ricky  Watters,  and  Joe  Mon- 
tana. 

As  for  "Big  Blue,"  (a.k.a. 
the  Michigan  Wolverines), 
they're  not  far  from  the  bot- 
tom-of-the- barrel  either.  In 
fact,  they're  currently  in  the 
middle  of  the  Big  Ten  divi- 
sion thanks  to  a  close  win  over 
Penn  State,  but  they  did  drop 
back-to-back  home  losses  to 
open  the  season  against  teams 
they  should  have  beaten. 

Perhaps  the  thing  that's 
most  remarkable  about  this 
year's  Wolverine  team  is  that 
it  lost  to  Division  II  Appala- 
chian State  at  home  in  their 
season  opener. 

Appalachian  State's  ef- 
fort was  historical  and  made 
headlines  everywhere,  but 
there  was  no  way  they  should 
have  won  that  game. 

Most  people  saw  that 
game  a  more  of  a  "tune-up" 
game  where  Michigan  would 
easily  bowl  over  the  competi- 
tion and  get  themselves  ready 
for  a  real  challenge  from  Or- 
egon during  week  two,  but 


not  Appalachian  State. 
They  took  it  to  the  Wol- 
verines and  squeaked 
out  a  monumental  vic- 
tory that  will  go  down 
in  the  record  books. 

Notre  Dame  and 
Michigan  are  clearly 
the  two  most  disap- 
pointing teams  thus  far, 
so  let's  focus  the  atten- 
tion towards  Tennessee 
and  their  shamefiil  2-2 
record. 

Unfortunately  for 

the    Volunteers,  they  

have  one  of  the  tougher    Noi  t 
schedules  this  year,  but 
that's  no  excuse  for  them 
to  fall  from  being  ranked  15th 
in  the  nation  to  the  bottom  of 
the  Southeast  division. 

Finishing  off  the  "far 
from  fantastic  four"  are  the 
Penn  State  Nittany  Lions. 
Although  ranked  19th  in  the 
nation  according  to  the  USA 
Today  poll.  Penn  State  is  3-1 
with  their  biggest  win  com- 
ing over  the  lackluster  Notre 
Dame  team. 

So  that  essentially  counts 
for  nothing,  and  the  Nittany 
Lions  also  have  a  loss  to  the 


mmm 


)  many  fans  have  been  thrilled  with  Division  I  college  football  lately. 

Photo  courtesy  of  www2.hc.edu/-dorseyw- 
"greal"  Michigan  Wolverines,    the  way  one  might  think. 


which  is  inexcusable  since 
they  can't  even  beat  a  Divi- 
sion II  team. 

College  football  is  defi- 
nitely not  pretty  this  year,  but 
it's  showing  everyone  that 
things  don't  always  work  out 


These  four  elite  schools 
need  to  stop  playing  like  ju- 
nior varsity  teams  and  start 
grinding  out  wins  before  it's 
too  late. 
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SPORTS 


Red  Sox  Win  the  A.L.  East  Division  Title 


Sara  Flynn 

Staff  Writer 


There  are  moments  in 
regular-season  baseball  when 
a  team  or  a  single  player 
does  something  so  extraor- 
dinary that  it  feels  as  good  if 
not  better  than  watching  your 
favorite  team  win  the  World 
Series.  The  Boston  Red  Sox 
have  seemed  to  prove  that  this 
year. 

One  obvious  example 
is  Clay  Buchholz,  a  rookie 
pulled  up  from  Pawtucket  for 
what  was  going  to  be  a  short 
run  in  the  majors.  To  every- 
one's surprise,  he  showed  fans 
why  his  short  stay  in  the  MLB 
should  be  a  much  longer  one. 

Buchholz  proved  that  he 
has  major  league  stuff  by  be- 
coming only  the  third  pitcher 
since  1900  to  throw  a  no-hitter 


in  their  first  or  second  appear- 
ance in  the  major  leagues. 

It  was  in  the  seventh  in- 
ning that  people  started  to  re- 
alize that  history  could  be  in 
the  making.  Buckholz  told  a 
reporter  for  MLB.com,  "You 
know  when  everybody  knows 
what's  going  on,  and  then  you 
look  at  the  scoreboard,  and 
then  say,  'Oh,  Lord.'" 

Disconcerting  news  is  that 
due  to  weakness  in  his  right 
shoulder  Buchholz  will  not  be 
on  the  Sox  roster  in  October. 
The  Red  Sox  stated  that  they 
wanted  him  in  the  postseason, 
but  it  wasn't  worth  risking  his 
young  career. 

Curt  Schilling  provided 
another  mini  World  Series 
feeling  for  the  Red  Sox  when 
he  almost  pitched  a  no-hitter 
himself.  When  it  came  to  bot- 
tom of  the  ninth  with  two  outs. 


Bruins  Beginnings 


Chris  Townsend 

Staff  Writer 


The  Boston  Bruins  im- 
proved their  roster  during  the 
off-season  with  a  few  smart 
pickups.  They  added  goalten- 
der  Manny  Fernandez,  who 
will  help  improve  the  team's 
greatest  weakness.  Fernan- 
dez will  most  likely  split  time 
between  the  pipes  with  Tim 
Thomas. 

Peter  Schaefer  looks  to 
use  his  experience  from  last 


season's  playoff  run  with  Ot- 
tawa to  help  the  Bruins  make 
it  back  to  the  playoffs  this 
season.  Zdeno  Chara,  Andrew 
Ference,  and  Andrew  Alberts 
will  once  again  be  manning 
the  blue  lines  this  season. 

New  head  coach  Claude 
Julien  implements  a  system 
of  disciphne  and  structure 
-  one  which  has  resulted  in 
much  success  in  the  past  -  and 
which  he  hopes  will  continue 
with  Bruins  this  season. 


he  shook  off  catcher 
Jason  Varitek's  call, 
which  he  hadn't 
done  all  game.  Sure 
enough,  there  was 
a  hit,  and  Schilling 
said  goodbye  to  a 
no-hitter. 

The  Red  Sox 
have  had  a  lot  of 
players  this  year 
that  surprised  ev- 
eryone. Every 
year,  the  team  has 
an  award  that  goes 
out  to  the  Red  Sox 
fans'  favorite  play- 
er Both  personal- 
ity and  skill  go  into 
the  decision  making 
process,  and  my  per- 
sonal vote  will  be  for  Dustin 
Pedroia.  As  a  rookie,  he  has 
a  .317  batting  average  and  50 
RBIs. 

Jacoby  Etlsbury,  also  a 
rookie,  has  undoubtedly  been 
a  pleasant  surprise  for  the  Red 
Sox.  He's  played  in  31  games 
and  has  had  108  at-bats.  His 
BA  is  .343  with  18  RBIs. 

Another  player  that  has 
pulled  it  together  this  year  is 
Mike  Lowell,  fn  the  past  few 
years,  he  hasn't  had  a  batting 
average  that's  been  over  .285. 
He's  had  a  career  year  with  the 
Red  Sox  this  season,  batting 
.325. 

Even  if  the  Red  Sox  don't 
make  it  far  in  the  playoffs  this 
year  (knock  on  wood),  at  least 


The  Red  Sox  celebrate  winning  the  A.L.  East 
The  victory  represents  Boston  s  first  divii 
we  can  say  there  is  always  next 
year  with  some  great  momen- 
tum because  of  all  the  younger 
talent  we  discovered  this  year. 

The  Red  Sox  also  sur- 
prised Red  Sox  nation  when 
they  didn't  fall  short  of  the 
Yankees  in  September  Come 
September,  the  Sox  always 
seem  to  dwindle  off,  and  even 
though  the  teams  were  close, 
the  Sox  clinched  the  AL  East. 

The  first  postseason  series 
for  the  Red  Sox  will  be  against 
the  Angels.  During  the  regular 
season,  the  Red  Sox  are  6-4 
against  Los  Angeles. 

The  Yankees  are  playing 
the  Cleveland  Indians.  New 
York's  regular  season  record 
against  Cleveland  is  a  perfect 
6-0. 


championship  on  September  28. 

>n  title  since  1995.  AP  Photo. 

If  all  goes  by  the  num- 
bers, the  Red  Sox  and  wild- 
card Yankees  will  face  off 
once  again  in  the  playoffs  for 
the  American  League  title,  and 
the  winner  will  advance  to  the 
World  Series. 


STSTRAVEL.COM 


tAimi,  umuo,  muu, 
iMMiuts,  nimo  Kuum, 
50vni  pu»,  noaia,  mists 


Sell  THps,  Eom  Cosh   ,  ^  ^, 
&  Ihml  Free 


1-800-648-4849 
www.ststravel.com 


UPCOMING  FALL  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Games  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  2 


WOMEN'S  SOCCER 

WOMEN'S  FIELD  HOCKEY 

10/03 

Wed 

Curry  College  c 

TBA 

10/04 

Thu 

Simmons  College 

4:00^^ 

10/06 

Sat 

New  England  College  c 

Noon 

10/06 

Sat 

Regis  College  c 

Noon  J 

10/08 

Mon 

Regis  College  c 

4:00  PM 

10/08 

Mon 

Gordon  College  c 

4:00  PM 

10/10 

Wed 

Nichols  College  c 

4:00  PM 

10/11 

Thu 

Smith  College 

6:00  PM  \ 

10/13 

Sat 

Colby-Sawyer  College  c 

2:30  PM 

10/13 

Sat 

Anna  Maria  College  c 

6:00  PM  i 

WOMEN'S  VOLLEYBALL 

10/05 

Fri 

Springfield  Tournament 

5:00  PM 

FOOTBALL 

10/06 

Sat 

Springfield  Tournament 

TBA 

10/06 

Sat 

University  of  Mass,  Dartmouth  c 

Noon 

10/10 

Wed 

Colby-Sawyer  College  c 

7:00  PM 

10/13 

Sat 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  c 

1:00  PM 

10/13 

Sat 

Clark  University 

2:00  PM 

MEN'S  SOCCER 

WOMEN'S  TENNIS 

10/03 

Wed 

Curry  College  c 

6:00  PM 

10/03 

Wed 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology  c 

3:30  PM 

10/06 

Sat 

New  England  College  c 

2:30  PM 

10/04 

Thu 

Bay  Path  College 

3:30  PM 

10/11 

Thu 

Nichols  College  c 

4:00  PM 

10/06 

Sat 

Colby-Sawyer  College  c 

1:00  PM 

10/13 

Sat 

Colby-Sawyer  College  c 

Noon 

10/09 

Tue 

Regis  College  c 

3:00  PM 

10/16 

Tue 

Keene  State  College 

6:30  PM 

10/13 

Sat 

Curry  College  c 

Noon 
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Prescription  Drugs  Used  as  Study  Aids 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  IVriter 

Students  at  WNEC  and 
across  the  United  States 
have  learned  that  attention 
deficit  hyperactivity  disorder 
(ADHD)  drugs  can  be  used  as 
study  aids. 

Stimulants  such  as  Ad- 
derail  and  Ritalin  are  used  by 
students  to  buckle  down  for 
all-night  cram  sessions  before 
the  next  exam  and  to  finish 
last-minute  papers, 

A  2006  study  conduct- 
ed at  the  University  of  New 
Hampshire  stated  that  1 6.2 
percent  of  students  reported 
misuse  or  abuse  of  ADHD 
drugs.  Results  show  that  it's 
slightly  more  common  for 
males  to  abuse  these  drugs. 
Usage  varies  widely  from  two 
to  three  times  a  week  to  just  a 
few  times  per  year. 


"A  majority  of  the  feed- 
back we  receive  tells  us  that 
attention  span  is  greatly  im- 
proved and  the  ability  to  stick 
to  a  task  is  enhanced,"  said  Di- 
rector of  Health  Services  and 
nurse  practitioner  Kathy  Reid. 
"However,  there  are  a  wide  va- 
riety of  responses.  Like  every 
drug,  it  could  affect  someone 
differently." 

These  drugs  are  partly 
used  to  combat  the  persistent 
inattention  associated  with 
ADHD.  Apparently,  they  can 
significantly  enhance  the  av- 
erage student's  ability  to  focus 
as  well. 

"Pills  like  Adderall  get 
me  through  my  exams,"  ad- 
mitted one  male  WNEC  stu- 
dent. "During  finals,  everyone 
is  trying  to  get  their  hands  on 
[them]." 

These  medications  are 
stimulants  and  can  have  a  dra- 


Prescription  medications  are  being  abused  by  students  who  want  to 
increase  their  concentration.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.piperreport.com. 
matic  affect  over  involuntary    derail.  Subsequently,  the  FDA 


bodily  functions.  One  student 
reported  erratic  heartbeat  and 
breathing,  a  loss  of  appetite, 
and  insomnia. 

The  FDA  reports  that 
abuse  can  lead  to  "restless- 
ness, tremors,  rapid  respira- 
tion, confusion,  and  a  panic 
state." 

In  February  of  2005, 
Health  Canada  banned  Ad- 


issued  a  statement  stating  that 
it  would  continue  to  allow  the 
drug's  controlled  distribution. 

"Adderall  is  the  most 
abused  medication,"  said 
Reid.  "What  you  have  here  is 
a  great  medication  that  serves 
many  very  well,  but  it  has  a 
dark  side:  the  potential  for 
abuse.  We  aren't  sure  how  it 
Continued  on  page  2 


Burmese  Government  Stifles  Protests 


Michael  Murray 

Slaff  Writer 

In  Myanmar,  Burma, 
Buddhist  monks  and  numerous 
followers  have  been  protesting 
unfair  fuel  and  living  costs  as 
well  as  repressive  military  and 
governmental  policies. 

Over  the  past  few  months, 
these  highly  respected  monks 
have  lead  peaceftil  marches 
through  some  of  Burma's  ma- 
jor cities.  The  protests  have 
resulted  in  high  numbers  of 
injuries  and  arrests. 

The  Junta,  the  military 


government  that  rules  Burma, 
has  been  in  power  since  the 
1960s  and  rules  with  blunt  and 
brutal  force.  A  similar  protest 
to  this  modem  one  took  place 
in  1988,  led  by  Aung  San  Suu 
Kyi.  the  leader  of  Burma's 
Democratic  Party. 

The  Burmese  govern- 
ment responded  with  violence 
and  brutality,  ending  with  the 
deaths  of  thousands  of  protest- 
ers. Suu  Kyi  has  been  under 
house  arrest  on  and  off  since 
1989.  World  leaders  at  the 
time  took  no  action. 

The  recent  protests,  led 


Burmese  Monks  peacefully  protest  against  high  fuel  and  living  costs. 
Photo  courtesy  ofhilp:// cache.boston.com/ 


again  by  the  country's  Bud- 
dhist monks,  started  on  Au- 
gust 19  when  the  govern- 
ment raised  fijel  prices.  The 
movement  gained  momentum 
through  September  until  last 
week,  when  the  marches  con- 
tained thousands  of  monks 
and  citizen  protesters. 

On  September  26.  the 
Burmese  government  began 
violent  crackdowns  on  peace- 
fully-protesting monks  and 
citizens,  arresting  and  beating 
hundreds  of  people.  Buddhist 
monasteries  were  raided  and 
destroyed,  and  monks  were 
beaten  and  arrested. 

The  New  York  Times  re- 
ports that  in  Yangon,  one  of  the 
Burma's  major  cities,  govern- 
ment security  forces  fired  on  a 
protesting  crowd.  According 
to  a  foreign  news  agency,  at 
least  eight  people  were  killed. 

Af^er  observations  of  the 
violence  from  the  United  Na- 
tions (UN)  and  other  foreign 
diplomats,  a  UN  envoy  was 
sent  in  to  discuss  a  peaceful 
resolution  with  the  Junta's  top 
ofhcials. 


Most  recently.  China  and 
the  UN  have  placed  economic 
sanctions  on  Burma.  This  has 
forced  the  Junta  into  agree- 
ing to  begin  peace  talks  with 
Suu  Kyi  as  well  as  foreign  of- 
ficials. 

The  Junta  will  agree  to 
this  only  upon  the  lifting  of 
UN  sanctions.  Despite  the  UN 
and  China's  best  efforts,  the 
violence  has  continued.  On 
October  2.  a  Boston  Globe  ar- 
ticle reported:  "One  hundred 
shot  dead  outside  a  school. 
Activists  burned  alive  at  gov- 
ernment crematoriums.  A 
Buddhist  monk  floating  face 
down  in  a  river." 

In  the  past  decade,  the 
world  has  seen  many  military 
governments  take  over  and 
abuse  their  citizens.  These  in- 
clude countries  such  as  Soma- 
lia, Sudan.  Rwanda,  and  Haiti. 
Some  countries  have  attempt- 
ed violent  or  forceful  protests, 
ultimately  ending  in  injury, 
death,  and  a  more  oppressive 
rule. 

This  is  one  of  the  first 
Continued  on  page  3 
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NEWS 


Comments? 


Racial  Tension  High  in  Jena,  LA 


Anna-Gaye  Martin 

Staf  Writer 

In  September  2006,  a 
black  student  at  Jena  High 
School  in  Jena,  LA,  asked 
the  vice  principal  if  he  and 
his  friends  could  sit  under  an 
oak  tree  located  in  the  campus 
courtyard.  This  was  an  area 
where  the  white  students  typi- 
cally gathered. 

The  vice  principal  told 
him  that  they  could  sit  wher- 
ever they  wanted,  so  a  number 
of  black  students  sat  down 
under  the  tree.  The  next  day, 
students  and  staff  arrived  at 
school  to  find  three  nooses 
hanging  from  the  branches  of 
that  tree. 

The  school 's  princi- 
pal suggested  expulsion  for 
those  behind  the  hanging  of 
the  nooses,  but  a  school  dis- 
trict committee  overrode  the 
proposal  and  suspended  three 
white  students  for  three  days 
for  hanging  the  nooses,  writing 
the  incident  off  as  a  prank. 


A  sequence  of  fights  re- 
sulted over  the  next  three 
months  as  racial  tension  at  the 
school  became  flagrant.  Rob- 
ert Bailey,  a  17-year-oId  black 
student,  said  he  had  a  beer  bot- 
tle broken  over  his  head  in  one 
incident  and  a  shotgun  pulled 
on  him  in  another. 

On  November  30,  2006, 
someone  set  the  school's  main 
academic  building  on  fire.  The 
arson  remains  unsolved,  but 
many  believe  it  was  a  result 
of  the  discord  consuming  the 
high  school. 

Four  days  after  the  arson, 
several  black  students  attacked 
a  white  classmate,  Justin  Bark- 
er, knocking  him  unconscious 
as  they  stomped  and  kicked 
him.  Parents  of  these  six  stu- 
dents, known  as  the  "Jena  6," 
said  that  Barker  was  yelling 
racial  slurs.  Barker's  parents 
said  he  did  nothing  to  provoke 
the  beating. 

Barker  was  taken  to  the 
hospital  with  various  inju- 
ries, but  was  treated  and  re- 


Mychal  Bel!  (center),  one  of  the  Jena  6,  walks  with  his  attorneys 
Carol  Powell  Lexing  (left)  and  Louis  Scott  as  he  leaves  the  LaSalie 
Parish  Courthouse  in  Jena.  La.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.whudat.com. 


leased  the  same  day.  The  Jena 
6,  which  consist  of  Bailey, 
Mychal  Bell,  Theo  Shaw,  Car- 
win  Jones,  Bryant  Purvis  and 
an  unidentified  juvenile,  were 
arrested  and  charged  with  at- 
tempted murder.  Their  bails 
were  set  at  between  $70,000 
and  $138,000. 

LaSalle  Parish  District 
Attorney  J.  Reed  Walters  re- 
duced the  charges  against 
Jones,  Bell,  and  Shaw  to  sec- 
ond-degree aggravated  battery, 
the  charge  on  which  Bell  was 
later  convicted.  Bell  remained 
in  jail  on  a  $90,000  bond, 
which  the  judge  has  refused  to 
lower  because  of  Bell's  crimi- 
nal record,  which  includes  two 
battery  charges. 

Bell,  sat  in  a  prison  cell  in 
Jena,  waiting  to  leam  whether 
he  would  spend  the  next  two 
decades  in  prison. 

Many  in  Jena,  a  town  of 
3,000  with  a  12  percent  black 
population,  question  the  con- 
viction. They  wonder  why 
Bell's  public  defender  never 
called  a  witness  in  the  trial, 
why  the  all-while  jury  took 
only  three  hours  to  convict 
him,  and  why  the  17-year-old 
teen  was  tried  as  an  adult. 

The  case  drew  interna- 
tional media  attention,  in- 
cluding the  attention  of  the 
National  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Colored  Peo- 
ple (NAACP)  and  civil  rights 
activists  such  as  the  Al  Sharp- 
ton,  Jesse  Jackson,  and  Martin 
Luther  King  III. 

"Jena  has  been  a  commu- 
nity that  has  had  self-imposed 
segregation  probably  since 
the  '50s.  They  never  got  the 


memo,"  said  radio  host  Tony 
Brown,  who  coined  the  name 
"Jena  6." 

Thousands  of  protesters 
converged  on  the  tiny  town  of 
Jena  on  Thursday,  September 
20  to  show  their  resentment 
over  what  they  deemed  to  be 
unjust,  unequal  punishments 
dealt  out  to  minorities  in  ra- 
cially charged  confrontations. 

Hundreds  of  college  stu- 
dents from  Historically  Black 
Colleges  and  Universities  like 
Howard  University  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  voyaged  to  Jena, 
along  with  the  civil  rights 
leaders  who  helped  arrange 
the  occasion. 

While  the  anxiety  dur- 
ing the  protests  was  overt,  the 
news  broke  that  afternoon  that 
the  third  Circuit  Court  of  Ap- 
peals prearranged  a  hearing 
within  72  hours  to  find  out  if 
Bell  could  be  released. 

Mychal  Bell  was  released 
on  $45,000  bail  on  September 
27,  2007,  after  nine  months  in 
a  Louisiana  correctional  facil- 
ity. 

The  release  came  shortly 
after  District  Attorney  Walters 
declared  that  he  wouldn't  seek 
adult  charges  against  Bell. 

Bell  is  still  charged  with 
the  same  crime  in  juvenile 
court,  but  now  he  can  only  be 
held  until  age  21  rather  than  a 
possible  sentence  of  15  years 
in  prison. 

The  others  involved  in 
the  December,  2006  beating 
of  Justin  Barker  also  still  face 
charges.  According  to  lawyers. 
Barker  has  $  i  4,000  in  medical 
bills  that  still  need  to  be  paid. 


Suggestions? 
Angry  letters? 
Please  e-mail: 
thewesternersn 
@yaboo.coni 


The  opinions  printed  in 
this  paper  do  not  necessar- 
ily represent  the  views  of 
The  Westerner.  The  West- 
erner reserves  the  right  to 
reject  or  correct  any  article, 
letter,  classified  ad,  or  ad- 
vertisement due  to  space 
limitations,  grammar,  and 
content.  


"Prescription  "  Continued 
even  works." 

ADHD  drugs  are  some  of 
the  most  confrolled  prescrip- 
tion drugs  available  and  many 
health  services  oflUces  will  not 
work  with  these  medications, 
Reid  said.  At  WNEC,  Health 
Services  will  not  provide  the 
original  prescription,  but  will 
provide  a  refill. 

Despite  strict  confrols  on 
these  drugs,  students  who  ad- 
mit to  abusing  them  report  that 
they're  fairly  easy  to  obtain. 

'it  takes  10  minutes  to 
get  my  hands  on  it,"  said  one 
recently    graduated  WNEC 


student.  "I  can  seek  out  more 
than  one  source;  it's  not  a 
problem." 

Reid  admits  that  once  she 
gives  out  a  prescription  she 
has  no  way  of  knowing  how 
those  pills  will  be  used. 

Some  institutions  will 
require  blood  tests  to  make 
sure  patients  are  using  their 
medication  correctly  and  re- 
sponsibly, but  WNEC  doesn't 
impose  such  a  condition. 

Someone  could  resort  to 
stealing  medication,  but  ac- 
cording to  Public  Safety  Chief 
Adam  Woodrow  there  have 
been  very  few  cases  of  this  on 


campus. 

"It's  so  infrequent,  it's 
not  seen  as  a  rampant  prob- 
lem," said  Woodrow.  "It's 
more  common  to  pull  some- 
one over  for  drinking  and  find- 
ing there  is  a  combination  of 
alcohol  and  prescription  drug. 
If  we  find  [unidentified  pills], 
we  will  take  them  to  the  State 
Drug  Lab  at  UMass  Amherst 
and  identify  them." 

In  addition  to  study  pur- 
poses, other  students  are  find- 
ing that  ADHD  drugs  also 
have  recreational  uses. 

"I  have  used  those  types 
of  drugs  to  party,"  said  an- 


other male  WNEC  student. 
"It's  the  poor  man's  [cocaine], 
and  people  use  it  as  a  substi- 
tute. People  cut  into  [cocaine] 
with  it  as  well.  Maybe  that's 
why  it's  not  available  without 
a  prescription." 

While  students  may  con- 
tinue to  experiment  with  these 
drugs,  some  students  are  deal- 
ing with  moral  implications. 

"On  one  hand  you're 
doing  it  to  better  your  edu- 
cation, but  you're  affecting 
your  body,"  said  the  graduated 
WNEC  student.  "I  feel  like  it's 
an  academic  steroid.  I  some- 
times feel  guilty." 
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Tourgasm  Comedians  Perform  at  WNEC 


right  away,"  Gulman  stated. 
"You  need  some  sort  of  blind 
confidence  when  you  start  to 
keep  you  going.  You're  go- 
ing to  bomb,  but  if  you  don't 
pick  yourself  up  and  try  again, 
you'll  never  get  any  better." 

Both  Gulman  and  Kelly 
agreed  that  coming  up  with 
new  material  is  the  hardest 
part  of  their  job. 

Kelly  explained  that  he 
gets  most  of  his  material  from 
life  experience.  Gulman,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  more  topical 
and  draws  his  inspiration  from 
his  own  opinion  on  news  and 
ideas  he's  had  since  he  was  a 
kid. 

"There's  a  lot  more  that 
goes  into  [comedy]  than  just 
talking"  Kelly  commented. 
"You  have  to  be  able  to  add 


energy  where  it  needs  to  be 
and  to  know  when  to  be  either 
quiet  or  loud." 

He  finished  by  saying, 
"if  you  forget  your  prop,  there 
goes  ten  minutes  of  your  act, 
and  if  you  have  a  hurricane 
joke,  you're  finished." 

They  said  that  it's  great 
to  work  with  other  comedians, 
and  Tourgasm  was  no  excep- 
tion. They  agreed  that  it's  a 
great  experience  to  look  back 
on,  but  going  through  it  was 
tough.  Tourgasm  was  original- 
ly going  to  be  a  documentary, 
and  a  majority  of  the  actual 
stand-up  was  taken  out  later  to 
make  it  into  a  reality  series. 

In  between  hours  of  driv- 
ing, the  shows,  and  the  meet- 
and-greets  that  followed,  they 
were  also  expected  to  wake 


up  early  and  get  right  to  work. 
Kelly  complained  about  get- 
ting up  early  to  play  mini-golf, 
which  he  stated  "comics  don't 
do."  but  they  both  agreed  that 
the  overall  experience  was 
worth  it. 

With  Tourgasm  behind 
them,  they  keep  busy  with 
shows  across  the  country  and 
both  felt  the  show  at  WNEC 
was  a  success.  It  showed  the 
students  and  alumni  two  dif- 
ferent styles  of  comedy,  and 
everyone  present  seemed  to 
enjoy  the  show. 

If  you  have  questions  or 
comments,  feel  free  to  con- 
tact Gulman  and  Kelly  via 
myspace  at  /RobertKellyLive 
or  /GaryGulman,  and  they  will 
personally  respond  to  your 
message. 


Students  Make  a  Difference 


the  CROP  (Communities  Re- 
sponding to  Overcome  Pover- 
ty) Walk  for  Hunger  to  be  held 
on  Sunday,  October  2 1 . 

A  project  of  Church 
World  Service,  the  CROP 
Walk  encourages  communi- 
ties across  the  nation  to  raise 
awareness  and  ftmds  for  local 
and  international  relief  and  de- 
velopment. Last  year,  students 
from  Western  New  England 
College  raised  over  $1,000  to 
support  these  efforts. 

"As  members  of  the 
Springfield  community,  it's 
important  for  our  students  to 
realize  their  civic  responsi- 
bility and  the  issues  that  are 
prevalent  in  this  city,  with 
hunger  and  homelessness  be- 
ing a  large  one,"  said  Rose 
Gage,  Service  Coordinator  at 
the  College. 

"The  CROP  Walk  gives 
students  a  firsthand  opportuni- 
ty to  learn  about  the  effects  of 
hunger  in  Springfield  and  get 
involved  with  a  cause  by  rais- 
ing money  and  demonstrating 
support  through  walking  with 
over  300  other  community 


members  dedicated  to  eradi- 
cating this  issue,"  she  said. 

Make  A  Difference 
Weekend  will  also  provide 
the  opportunity  for  students 
to  participate  in  16  projects 
throughout  the  Springfield 
area  on  Saturday,  October 

20,  at  sites  like  a  Habitat  for 
Humanity  build,  the  Ronald 
McDonald  House,  and  the 
Springfield  Rescue  Mission. 

"This  weekend  gives 
students  an  opportunity  to 
learn  about  and  connect  with 
the  variety  of  agencies  we 
have  in  Springfield  and  pique 
their  interest  in  doing  service 
with  them  in  the  fijture,"  said 
Gage. 

Make  A  Difference  Week- 
end will  take  place  October  20- 

21.  with  multiple  projects  on 
Saturday  and  the  CROP  Walk 
on  Sunday.  Students  inter- 
ested in  participating  can  sign 
up  in  the  Campus  Center  from 
12:00  to  2:00  p.m.  October  15 
and  16.  If  you  can't  make  the 
sign-ups,  contact  Rose  Gage 
at  rgage@wnec.edu  or  at  413- 
782-1638. 


Christopher  Howe 

Slajr  Writer 

Satiu^day,  September  29 
was  a  night  to  remember  for 
WNEC  students  who  attended 
the  comedy  show  put  on  in  the 
AHLC.  Several  hundred  stu- 
dents and  alumni  showed  up 
for  a  night  of  fun  and  laugh- 
ter. 

The  comedians,  Gary 
Gulman  and  Robert  Kelly,  are 
known  mostly  for  their  work 
with  Dane  Cook  on  Tourgasm. 
They  brought  their  A-game 
and  put  on  a  fantastic  perfor- 
mance. Those  in  attendance 
were  given  a  new  perspective 
on  many  things,  from  living 
life  in  the  fast  lane  to  grape- 
fruit. 

Following  the  show.  The 
Westerner  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  meet  with  Gulman  and 
Kelly  to  learn  more  about  the 
comedy  profession.  Gulman 
summarized  the  life  of  a  co- 
median with  a  favorite  quote: 
"The  hardest  part  of  being 


Sherri  Huang 

Staff  Writer 

A  number  of  reports  have 
proven  the  importance  of  a 
music  education  on  mental 
development.  Music  enhances 
certain  kinds  of  mental  tasks, 
improving  both  brain  develop- 
ment and  learning. 

According  to  psycholo- 
gist Dr.  Frances  Rauscher, 
musical  training  has  various 
benefits.  It's  able  to  dramati- 
cally improve  spatial-tempo- 
ral reasoning  (a  skill  needed 
for  math  and  science). 

Although  WNEC's  music 
program  isn't  the  largest  pro- 
gram on  campus,  the  College 
supports  the  benefits  of  music 
education. 

WNEC  offers  an  annual 
music  camp,  which  is  typi- 
cally held  during  the  week 
before  fall  semester  begins.  It 
welcomes  student  musicians 
(both  new  and  retuming)  to  at- 
tend rehearsals,  social  activi- 
ties, and  club  meetings  for  the 
choruses  and  bands. 

The  majority  of  this 
year's  participants  agree  that 


a  poet  is  trying  to  figure  out 
what  to  do  with  the  other  23 
and  a  half  hours  of  the  day." 

The  two  started  doing 
comedy  while  working  to- 
gether in  an  Italian  restaurant 
in  Boston.  For  years,  after  a 
long  day's  work  they  would 
drive  hours  away  (sometimes 
even  through  snowstorms)  to 
perform  five  minutes  of  com- 
edy for  free.  As  time  went  on 
they  would  walk  away  with 
$25  if  they  were  lucky. 

As  they  practiced  and 
went  from  one  open  mic  to 
another,  they  began  to  develop 
their  own  comedic  personality 
and  styles.  "Comedy  is  per- 
sonal," Kelly  explained.  "It 
all  depends  upon  who  you  can 
relate  to." 

He  described  that  you 
have  to  go  down  your  own 
path  and  do  your  own  thing. 
Had  they  listened  to  everyone 
that  gave  them  advice,  it  would 
have  set  them  back  years. 

"Only  one  [comedian] 
in  a  million  is  outstanding 


they  benefited  from  fun-filled 
activities.  "It  was  a  great  way 
to  meet  people,  have  fun,  and 
move  in  a  few  days  early," 
said  a  first-year  band  member. 

Approximately  60  un- 
dergraduates are  involved  in 
WNEC's  bands  and  choruses. 
A  sophomore  chorus  member 
emphasized  the  importance  of 
supporting  the  College's  mu- 
sic program.  "The  chorus  has 
been  [growing  in  talent]  and 
becoming  stronger  and  stron- 
ger every  year." 

A  handfiil  of  band  and 
chorus  members  express  the 
necessity  of  building  an  actual 
auditorium  on  campus.  Stu- 
dent musicians  believe  that  it 
would  greatly  help  the  grow- 
ing music  program. 

An  acoustically-designed 
building  would  help  the  sound 
quality  of  student  musicians 
and  would  also  be  more  con- 
cert-friendly than  Rivers  Me- 
morial Auditorium. 

For  the  time  being, 
though,  students  are  continu- 
ing to  play  music  and  are  mak- 
ing the  most  out  of  their  situa- 
tion. 


Jeff  Lee 

Staff  Writer 

Every  day  more  than 
16.000  children  die  from  hun- 
ger-related causes.  That's  one 
child  every  five  seconds,  ac^- 
cording  to  the  Bread  for  the 
World  Institute  (an  organiza- 
tion headquartered  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  that  generates  re- 
search and  statistics  on  hunger 
issues). 

The  organization  also  re- 
ports that  852  million  people 
across  the  world  suffer  from 
hunger.  The  wealthiest  20  per- 
cent of  the  world's  population 
consumes  86  percent  of  all 
goods  and  services,  leaving 
the  poorest  fifth  to  consume 
only  one  percent. 

The  agency  also  docu- 
ments that  in  the  United  States 
alone,  38.2  million  people  live 
in  households  that  experience 
hunger. 

According  to  a  2005 
Springfield  Republican  article 
referencing  the  2004  census, 
Springfield  has  a  19.3  percent 
poverty  rate,  with  the  North 
End  section  of  the  city  posting 
an  almost  40  percent  poverty 
rate. 

Because  hunger  and 
homelessness  is  a  major  con- 
cern intemationally.nationally, 
and  even  locally,  the  College's 
Make  A  Difference  Weekend 
will  focus  part  of  its  efforts  on 


"Burmese  Gov't.  "  Continued 
protests  in  recent  years  to  real- 
ly draw  attention  from  the  in- 
ternational eye.  Prime  Minis- 
ter Gordon  Brown  of  England 
said,  "The  anger  of  the  world 
has  been  expressed  about  the 
outrages  that  have  taken  place 


against  the  people  of  Burma." 

Brown  w  as  re  ferri  ng 
to  the  October  7  protests 
throughout  London  express- 
ing the  people's  concern  for 
the  citizens  of  Burma  and  the 
Buddhist  monks  that  are  cur- 
rently  imprisoned-  
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Good  Luck  Chuck  Far  Too  Short  on  Laughs 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


Dane  Cook  is  notable  for  his 
stand-up  comedy  routines,  and  has  re- 
cently started  acting  in  big  movie  roles. 
He  starred  in  last  year's  Employee  of 
the  Month  and  in  Mr.  Brooks  earlier 
this  year.  His  most  recent  film  is  Good 
Luck  Chucky  a  comedy  that's  far  too 
short  on  laughs. 


Jessica  Alba  and  Dane  Cook  star  in  Good  Luck  Chuck. 

a  romantic  comedy  that  s  short  on  both  romance  and 
comedy.  Photo  courtesy  of  hllp://www.flickr.com/photos/ 
dennismeyer/i 1 1 0 708062. 


Good  Luck  Chuck  revolves  around 
Charlie  "Chuck"  Logan  (Cook),  who 
was  hexed  at  the  age  of  ten  by  a  gothic 
girl  after  a  game  of  "Spin-the-Bottle" 
gone  wrong.  Since  then,  every  girl 
Chuck  has  slept  with  has  dumped  him 
and  married  the  next  guy  they  dated. 

As  a  result,  Chuck  isn't  able  to 
maintain  a  relationship,  but  women 
flock  to  him,  hoping  to  use  him  as  a 
good  luck  charm  in  order  to  get  mar- 
ried. This  messes  things 
up  once  he  falls  in  love 
with  Cam  Wexler  (Jessi- 
ca Alba)  and  has  to  deal 
with  this  curse  without 
mistakenly  getting  Cam 
married  to  someone 
'  else. 

!  WhWe  Good  Luck  Chuck 
isn't  the  worst  movie 
I  ve  ever  seen,  it's  far 
from  good.  There  may 
■.  j  have  been  about  five  or 

'^M'-.  ,  M  six  lines  that  made  me 
grin  briefly  in  amuse- 
ment, but  1  can't  remem- 
ber most  of  them. 

Too   many  jokes 


were  so  cliche  that  1  was  literally  able  to 
predict  exactly  what  was  going  to  hap- 
pen. One  would  imagine  that  a  movie 
starring  a  famous  comedian  would  be 
funny,  but  this  one  really  isn't. 

The  acting  was  blatantly  sub-par; 
many  lines  seemed  forced  (especially 
the  all-too-obvious  moral  lessons  scat- 
tered here  and  there).  Despite  the  fact 
that  it's  a  romantic  comedy,  there's  so 
little  romance  in  it  that  it's  hard  to  put 
it  into  said  category.  In  fact  there's  also 
so  little  comedy,  it  might  as  well  just 
be  called  it  "a  film." 

There's  a  distinct  lack  of  chem- 
istry between  Chuck  and  Cam,  and 
that  takes  away  from  the  movie.  Then 
there's  Chuck's  fi-iend  Stu  (Dan  Fo- 
gler).  He  gets  the  award  for  "Most  An- 
noying Supporting  Character"  with  his 
irritating,  high-pitched,  near-constant 
yelling  and  terrible  jokes  that  are  more 
likely  to  make  you  snort  derisively 
than  crack  a  smile. 

Basically,  Good  Luck  Chuck  is 
boring  and  unoriginal.  The  only  thing 
keeping  me  awake  and  in  the  theater 
was  the  fact  that  1  wanted  to  see  the 
entire  movie  before  reviewing  it. 


I  lef^  halfway  through  the  extra 
scene  during  the  credits  (I  wasn't  the 
only  one,  either),  because  it  was  just 
unnecessary  and  stupid,  unless  you've 
got  a  twisted  sense  of  humor  involving 
stuffed  animals  and/or  penguins. 

The  whole  film  falls  flat;  the  jokes 
are  worn-out  and  often  downright  pa- 
thetic, and  the  interaction  between 
characters  is  lacking  greatly.  Dane 
Cook  is  much  better  on  stage  than  on 
the  big  screen. 

The  final  verdict;  if  you  haven't 
seen  Good  Luck  Chuck  yet.  don't  both- 
er spending  any  money  seeing  it  in  the- 
aters. In  fact,  don't  even  bother  rent- 
ing or  buying  it.  Personally,  I  wouldn't 
even  suggest  downloading  it,  both  be- 
cause it's  illegal  and  it's  not  worth  the 
space  on  your  computer. 

At  the  theater,  there  was  a  gir!  four 
rows  in  front  of  me  crying.  I  can  only 
assume  that  this  movie  was  so  bad  that 
it  made  her  weep. 

Langner  Rating:  1  Star 


The  TV  Guy  Looks  at  Some  Returning  Favorites 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 


Last  time,  we  took  a  look  at  several  new  series 
that  are  looking  to  find  an  audience,  so  this  lime  it 
seems  appropriate  to  examine  some  of  our  favorite 
veteran  ones.  Each  of  the  following  series  has  made 
some  considerable  creative  changes,  and  I  feel  that 
most  of  them  will  please  the  fans  in  the  end. 

Boston  Lego/  -  Following  the  cancellation  of  my  fa- 
vorite show  (which  1  have  never  formally  revealed) 
this  past  spring,  I'm  in  search  of  a  new  one,  and  it 
seems  the  outlandish  attorneys  at  Crane,  Poole,  and 
Schmidt  have  helped  Boston  Legal  earn  that  crown. 
Several  shows  similarly  shuffled  their  cast  around 
over  the  summer,  and  I  think  Boston  Legal  is  the 
only  one  that  has  truly  regained  its  appeal  as  a  result. 
The  fresh  batch  of  actors,  which  includes  John  Lar- 
roquette  and  Tara  Summers,  instantly  recharged  the 
series  creatively,  so  now  there's  plenty  of  eccentric- 
ity to  discuss  on  the  balcony. 

Home  ~  Tribal  Council,  janitors,  self-electrocution; 
House  is  certainly  as  entertaining  as  ever,  but  it's 
hard  to  ignore  the  sense  of  emptiness  this  season. 
While  Chase,  Foreman,  and  Cameron  will  soon  in- 
teract with  Dr.  House  in  some  form  again,  focusing 
so  much  of  the  episode  on  the  new  team  is  killing 
some  of  the  buzz  about  the  series.  All  of  the  candi- 
dates seem  too  quick  on  their  feet  when  responding 
to  House's  remarks  and  are  really  just  "numbers"  to 
us  rather  than  job  applicants.  What  is  keeping  this 
slory  arc  alive,  though,  is  the  inability  for  the  audi- 
ence to  anticipate  which  three  candidates  will  be  se- 


lected in  the  end.  It's  fun  to  watch,  but  House  seems 
to  be  falling  into  its  recurring  trap  of  its  parts  being 
greater  than  its  whole. 

Desperate  Housewives  -  IhQ  ladies  of  Wisteria  Lane 
quite  possibly  delivered  the  best  season  premiere  of 
all  returning  shows.  For  the  first  time  in  a  while,  we're 
actually  dealing  with  a  set  of  story  arcs  in  which  ev- 
ery character  (with  the  possible  exception  of  Edie) 
has  an  intriguing  crisis  to  follow.  Furthermore,  the 
surprising  success  of  adding  Dana  Delaney  as  former 
neighbor  Catherine  Mayfair  has  helped  the  show  re- 
gain its  first-season  charm.  It's  been  about  two  years 
since  I  could  say  this  without  second  guessing  my- 
self, but  I  believe  that  Desperate  Housewives  is  at  its 
best  again. 

The  Office  -  So.. .these  superfluous  employee  inter- 
views finally  played  a  big  role  in  the  plot!  In  the 
hilarious  season  premiere,  the  office  "Jam"  we've 


all  been  waiting  for  may  have  been  a  secret  to  other 
members  of  the  Dunder  Mufflin  horde,  but  the  two 
love  birds  couldn't  keep  their  romance  a  secret  from 
cameras.  The  Office  has  teased  us  so  much  over  the 
last  couple  of  seasons  that  if  this  relationship  doesn't 
form  into  something  great,  some  of  its  more  patient 
fans  will  pink-slip  it. 

CSI-\x\  today's  world  of  procedural  dramas,  it's  hard 
to  keep  fans  on  the  edge  of  their  seats  anymore,  but 
the  eternal  CSl  pulled  that  oft' precisely  as  it  opened 
its  eighth  season.  I  was  glued  to  my  couch  during  the 
entire  season  premiere,  and  haven't  yelled  at  the  TV 
this  much  since  24  killed  Curtis  off  last  year.  As  the 
premiere  came  to  a  close,  I  began  to  sense  how  the 
hand-holding  between  Grissom  and  Sara  can  speak 
such  volumes.  I'm  glad  the  cliffhanger  ended  this 
way,  but  gel  your  goodbyes  in  now  because  Sara  re- 
ally won't  be  a  regular  presence  on  CSI  by  the  time 
we  all  sit  down  for  turkey. 


Weekly  Campus  Ministry  Events 

Morning  Meditations,  Tues.  at  8  a.m.  -  Bear's  Den 
Havurah  Schmooze,  Tues.  at  noon  -  CCS 
Catholic  Luncheon,  Tues.  at  12:30  -  CC8 
Protestant  Luncheon,  Tues.  at  12:30  -  CC6 
Cornerstone  Christian  Fellowship,  Tues.  at  9  p.m.  -  Bear's  Den 
Roman  Catholic  Mass,  Sun.  at  7  p.m.  -  Sleith  100 

Campus  Ministry  Contact  Info: 
Rabbi  Jerome  Gurland,  Sheila  Hannifan:  782-1628      Pastor  Dan  Nicewonger:  dnicewon@wnec.edu 
Fr.  John  McDonagh:  j.mcdonagh@diospringfieid.org     Louise  Ingram:  lingram@wnec.edu 
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Will  Western  New  England  College  Ever  Go  Green? 


Shannon  Rajala 

Staff  Writer 


Many  colleges  around  the  country 
are  taking  steps  to  reduce  their  nega- 
tive impact  on  the  environment  by  as- 
sessing their  energy  efficiency.  With 
issues  such  as  climate  change  finally 
being  addressed  by  the  public,  it's  no 
wonder  that  a  large  force  behind  the 
greening  of  America  is  coming  from 
the  youth  of  campuses  nationwide. 

To  understand  how  much  is  being 
done,  the  Sustainable  Endowment  In- 
stitute, a  Cambridge-based  non-profit 
organization  headed  by  Mark  Orlows- 
ki.  compiles  what's  called  the  College 
Sustainabihty  Report  Card. 

According  to  the  institute's  Web- 
site, the  report  grades  the  country's  1 00 
leading  colleges  in  seven  major  cat- 
egories including  climate  change  and 
energy,  recycHng,  and  green  building. 
Awarded  the  standard  A  through  F,  the 
mostly  ivy-league  and  big  10  schools 
that  are  represented  in  the  report  vary 
on  their  greening  practices. 

The  report  graded  Harvard,  for 


instance,  an  A,  which  is  no  surprise 
since  Harvard  has  created  what  it  calls 
the  Green  Campus  Initiative.  CNN 
explains  that  this  program  houses  a 
staff  of  16  fiill-time  employees  and  40 
student  part-timers  who  research  and 
implement  eco-fiiendly  solutions  to 
environmental  problems. 

At  Middlebury  College  in  Ver- 
mont, students  are  urging  trustees  to 
become  totally  carbon  neutral,  ex- 
plains an  ABC  news  report.  By  2012, 
the  college  hopes  to  produce  its  own 
clean  energy. 

One  might  wonder  about  the  size 
of  Western  New  England  College's  so 
called  "carbon  footprint"  in  compari- 
son to  our  country's  leading  colleges 
and  universities.  While  campuses 
across  the  country  have  reached  such  a 
state  of  building  efficiency  and  energy 
generation  that  they  can  have  virtually 
no  net-emission  of  carbon  dioxide. 
WNEC  doesn't  offer  recycling  options 
throughout  all  of  its  resident  halls. 

On  the  Work  Order  Form  accessed 
through  My  WNEC,  an  icon  titled  "En- 
ergy Conservation  Suggestions"  is  lo- 


cated at  the  top.  Upon  clicking  the  icon, 
however,  one  realizes  that  the  school  is 
actually  asking  for  suggestions  instead 
of  providing  students  with  ideas  on 
what  they  can  do  to  help. 

Dave  Kruger,  Vice  President  of 
Finance  and  Administration,  explained 
that  the  problem  with  recycling  in  all 
residence  halls  is  due  to  the  contami- 
nation of  recycle  bins.  This  has  been  a 
recurring  problem  for  the  school. 

Mike  Duncan,  Assistant  Director 
of  Facilities,  said  that  a  recycling  com- 
mittee is  scheduled  to  meet  within  the 
month  to  look  in  to  expanding  our  re- 
cycling activity  on  campus. 

While  there's  much  room  for  im- 
provement, some  good  is  being  done 
on  campus  to  decrease  our  negative 
impact  on  the  earth.  For  example,  stu- 
dents may  notice  most  hallway  and 
bathroom  lighting  in  the  fi-eshman 
residence  halls  are  equipped  with  mo- 
tion-sensitive switches.  Also,  many 
computers  across  the  campus  use  En- 
ergy Star  features  in  order  to  conserve 


Made  In  China 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


In  our  country's  consumer-driven 
economy  trying  to  find  a  product  that 
was  made  in  America  is  like  searching 
for  a  needle  in  a  haystack. 

When  you  look  at  most  products 
on  the  shelves  today  it's  more  than 
likely  that  they  will  have  been  made  in 
China. 

More  and  more  companies  have 
moved  their  production  facilities  to 
China  to  take  advantage  of  cheap  Chi- 
nese labor  (Chinese  factory  workers 
make  less  than  $l/hour).  Reducing 
production  costs  increases  profits.  But 
is  sacrificing  quality  to  keep  prices  low 
worth  it? 

In  the  past  few  months  there  have 
been  numerous  recalls  of  products 
coming  out  of  China.  Toothpaste,  tires, 
toys,  scooters,  and  pet  food  are  just 
a  few  of  the  products  that  have  been 
identified  as  defective  or  dangerous. 

The  first  reports  of  the  dangers  of 
Chinese  products  came  after  the  deaths 
of  hundreds  of  pets  from  kidney  fail- 
ure. The  deaths  were  determined  to  be 
caused  by  contaminated  proteins  in  pet 
food  that  was  made  in  China. 

At  the  end  of  June,  450,000  tires 
were  recalled  because  they  could  suffer 
catastrophic  tread  separation  similar  to 
the  Firestone  tire  recalls  in  2000. 

Most  troubling  of  all  these  inci- 


dents is  to  be  the  ongoing  concern  and 
recalls  of  children's  toys  that  are  coat- 
ed with  lead  paint.  China  makes  80% 
of  the  world's  toys.  Two  of  the  larg- 
est toy  companies,  Mattel  and  Fisher- 
Price,  have  issued  recalls  for  more  than 
10  million  of  their  toys  that  have  been 
deemed  unsafe  for  American  consum- 
ers. 

This  brings  to  light  the  fact  that 
American  consumers  are  being  bom- 
barded by  potentially  dangerous  for- 
eign goods.  Where  is  the  federal  gov- 
ernment in  all  this,  and  why  haven't 
they  taken  steps  to  ensure  the  safety  of 
products  being  brought  into  this  coun- 
try? 

The  federal  government  has  the 
tools  in  place  to  improve  safety.  The 
Consumer  Product  Safety  Commis- 
sion (CPSC)  is  a  government  agency 
whose  mission  is  to  protect  American 
consumers  "against  unreasonable  risks 
of  injuries  associated  with  consumer 
products." 

Unfortunately,  in  the  last  decade 
the  CPSC  has  been  under-fianded  and 
understaffed.  There  are  currently  only 
400  people  working  to  protect  Ameri- 
can consumers  from  dangerous  prod- 
ucts. 

So  the  next  time  you're  at  the  store 
buying  that  must-have  product,  look  at 
the  label.  Check  to  see  where  the  prod- 
uct was  made  and  ask  yourself:  how 
safe  is  this  product? 


energy. 

Both  Evergreen  Village  and  the 
Welcome  Center  utilize  geothermal 
heat.  This  process  essentially  heats  and 
cools  the  air  by  utilizing  a  heat  pump 
below  the  earth's  surface  where  the 
temperature  is  a  constant  50  degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

The  pump  uses  the  available  heat 
in  the  winter  and  puts  heat  back  into 
the  ground  in  the  summer.  This  helps 
to  save  energy  costs  and  decrease  pol- 
lution output. 

While  WNEC  is  catching  up 
on  the  trend,  the  College  isn't  doing 
enough.  If  I  were  to  grade  our  school 
in  terms  of  the  Sustainability  Report 
Card,  I  would  have  to  give  WNEC's 
efforts  a  D+:  barely  passing  with  major 
room  for  improvement. 

Other  schools  across  the  country 
have  set  the  bar  high,  and  it's  up  to  our 
students  to  urge  faculty  and  staff  to  be- 
come greener.  By  increasing  energy  ef- 
ficiency we  will  save  money  and  help 
to  sustain  our  beautiful  planet. 


Join  us  for  a  Westerner  Meeting 

Monday  Nights  at  6  p.m.  in  Rivers  103 


Student  contributions  are  always  welcome!  Email  thewesternersn@yafioo. 
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PUZZLES 


King  Crossword 


ACROSS 

1  Pulls  a  fast 

one  on 
5  Ball  In  a 

gym? 
8  "Hi,  sailorl" 

12  Slightly 

13  Shock 
partner 

14  Anathema 

15  Former  first 
lady 

17  Erstwhile 
Peruvian 

18  Nets 

19  Impaling 
weapon 

21  The  buck 
stops  here 

22  Musialor 
Laurel 

23  Performance 
26  Make 

alterations 
28  Vice" 
31  Ticked  off 
33  °Le  Coq  -" 

35  MGM  mascot 

36  Eucalyptus 
eater 

38  Kids' card 
game 

40  Cover 

41  Sell 


43  Answer  to  the  10 
Sphinx's  11 
riddle 
45  Make  16 
47  National  park 
in  Maine 

51  Trumpet 

52  Former  first 
lady 

54  Additionally 

55  Khan  title 

56  "Metamor- 
phoses" poet 

57  Juror, 
theoretically 

58  Thither 

59  Low  voice 


DOWN 

Daytona 
entries 
Reed 
instrument 
Unless  (Lat.) 
Sheet-music 
holder 
Rube 
Possess 
Hangs  in  the 
balance 
Former  first 
lady 
Digital 
problem? 


Never  again 

Revolution 

period 

Some 

summer 

babies 

$  dispenser 

Inquire 

Lovey-dovey 

word 

Cross 

Knock  ('em) 
dead 

'<)stentatious? 

-?" 

Third-party 
abbr. 

Former  first 
lady 

Fast  time 
Emmet 
Risqu^ 
Pos^x>nement 
Biz  VIP 
Roughen  and 
redden 
Characteri- 
zation 

Prima  donna 
Rainbow 
Tosses  into 
the  mix 
Past 
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Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  number  in  the  empty  boxes  In  such  a  way 
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Proven  Techniques 
Comprehensive  Materials 
Expert  Instructors 
Personal  Attentiott 
Guaranteed  Results 


Princeton 
Review 


GMAT 

GRE 

LSAT 

MCAT 

e  2007  King  Fealures  Synd..  lot 


Classroom,  Online,  Tutoring 


RAISE  YOUR  SCORE  WITH  PROVEN  reSTTAKING  STRATEGIES. 


www.PrincetonReview.com  •  800-2Review 


HAPPY  HALLOWEEN 
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Where  to  Go  for  'Scary  Good'  Halloween  Fun 


Alex  Parnicky 

Staff  Writer 


Break  out  the  fake  blood 
and  severed  limbs,  and  throw 
your  "Monster  Mash"  record 
on  the  turntable  because  Octo- 
ber is  here  again.  As  the  days 
roll  by  inching  toward  that 
one  special  night,  students 
are  either  planning  to  attend 
(or  host)  the  "best  Halloween 
party  ever." 

With  October  come 
many  spooky  traditions  and 
activities  to  keep  us  busy  in 
the  mean  time.  New  England 
provides  plenty  of  areas  where 
you  can  get  your  fix  of  horror 
and  mayhem.  Here  are  a  few 
that  might  do  the  trick. 

The  main  attraction  for 
western  Mass  thrill-seekers 
would  probably  be  "Fright 
Fest"  at  Six  Flags.  This  is  an 
armual  event  that  spans  fi-om 
September  29  to  October  28 


where  the  popular  theme  park 
comes  alive  with  zombies, 
ghouls,  and  even  aliens. 

Located  in  nearby  Aga- 
wam,  MA,  some  of  the  main 
attractions  include  Midnight 
Mansion,  the  Wicked  Woods, 
and  Creature  Cove.  There's 
also  the  Main  Street  Grave- 
yard, Tombstone  Territory, 
and  Area  5 1 . 

This  year's  new  addition 
to  the  horror  is  the  Coffin  of 
Fear.  Willing  participants  are 
challenged  to  lay  in  a  coffin 
filled  with  mealworms  for  at 
least  one  minute  in  order  to 
win  prizes. 

Another  interesting  ac- 
tivity is  the  Wheel  of  Fright. 
Guests  can  spin  this  wheel  and 
actually  advance  to  the  fi-ont 
of  the  line.  The  catch?  Each 
section  of  the  wheel  contains 
one  of  six  delicious  treats  to 
be  eaten  in  order  to  skip  the 
line.  These  include  cockroach- 


es, night  crawlers,  and  Rocky 
Mountain  oysters. 

Another  exciting  Hallow- 
een happening  is  the  Haunted 
Hayride  at  McCray's  Farm  in 
South  Hadley,  MA.  This  local 
venture  includes  a  wagon  ride 
through  the  eerie  cornfields 
of  McCray's  Farm,  where 
masked  characters  will  scare 
you  half  to  death. 

Most  of  these  characters 
come  equipped  with  roaring 
chainsaws  and  aren't  shy  when 
it  comes  to  getting  a  rise  out  of 
patrons  (even  while  waiting  in 
line).  This  ride  also  contains 
animatronic  characters  and 
spooky  music. 

I  personally  enjoy  the 
Haunted  Hayride.  My  favor- 
ite part  was  when  a  friend  was 
talking  to  a  masked  employee 
after  the  ride.  After  getting 
him  to  admit  that  he  wasn't 
actually  an  undead  zombie, 
the  man  explained  to  us  that 


he  had  been  working  at  this  at- 
traction for  over  20  years. 

If  you're  in  for  a  bit  of  a 
travel,  explore  east  to  Salem, 
MA.  During  the  Halloween 
season,  this  destination  is 
crawling  with  spooky  adven- 
ture. You  can  also  check  out 
much  of  the  nation's  early 
history,  including  the  Salem 
Witch  Trials. 

Some  interesting  Salem 
attractions  include  the  House 
of  Seven  Gables  (made  popu- 
lar by  Nathaniel  Hawthorne's 
novel),  the  Witch  Dungeon, 
and  Salem  Willows  Park. 

The  area  is  also  rich  in 
museums,  including  the  New 
England  Pirate  Museum,  the 
Salem  Witch  Museum,  and 
the  Spellbound  Museum.  With 
all  this  to  look  out  for,  Salem 
is  sure  to  fiilfill  your  fiight- 
fix.  For  more  information  visit 
www.salem.org. 

The  WNEC  campus  will 


also  be  in  the  Halloween  spirit 
during  "Freak  Week"  from 
October  24  to  31.  WNEC  will 
be  hosting  activities,  includ- 
ing Junior  Council's  haunted 
maze  and  a  local  trick  or  treat. 
Children  from  surrounding 
neighborhoods  will  be  invited 
to  Evergreen  to  collect  candy 
from  resident  students. 

All  of  these  activities 
should  be  more  than  enough  to 
quench  your  thirst  for  the  hor- 
rifying. Whether  your  willing 
to  travel  100  miles  east  or  just 
out  of  your  dorm  room,  a  world 
of  fear  and  fright  awaits. 


Halloween  Fashion:  Is  Sexy  the  New  Scary? 


Shannon  Rajala 

Staff  Writer 

Halloween  is  coming 
fast,  promising  to  bring  par- 
ties full  of  disguise  to  WNEC. 
But  the  holiday  is  changing  as 
we  grow  up,  and  the  familiar 
frends  of  childhood  are  mak- 
ing way  for  new  fashion.  One 
look  around  at  a  college  Hal- 
loween costume  party  and  you 
may  find  yourself  wondering, 
"is  sexy  the  new  scary?" 

While  many  are  clad  in 
the  typical  grim  reaper  mask 
or  covered  in  blood  and  gore, 
other,  mostly  female  partygo- 
ers  are  dressed  for  a  very  dif- 
ferent occasion;  one  that  most 
likely  takes  place  in  the  bed- 
room. 

The  risqu^  attire  may 
have  negative  affects  on  the 
female  gender  as  a  whole  and 
is  an  alarming  trend  this  time 
of  year.  One  may  wonder  if 
they  have  taken  a  wrong  turn 
and  ended  up  at  a  Fredrick's  of 
Hollywood  instead  of  a  Hal- 
loween kegger. 

The  implication  of  the  sit- 
uation cannot  be  overlooked, 
and  1  found  myself  wonder- 
ing what  motivated  women  to 
dress  as  Shelly  Pump  Princess 
the  gas  station  attendant,  in  an 


outfit  complete  with  a  button 
that  reads  "full  service."  I'm 
not  convinced  that  those  fully 
clothed  are  any  better  off  than 


Halloween  costume  or  a  page 
out  of  the  Victoria  s  Secret 
Catalog?  Photo  courtesy  of 
www.  halfpricecostumes.com 
their  French  maid  and  Playboy 
bunny  friends.  However,  the 
trend  of  full  exposure  is  worth 
consideration. 

Halloween  allows  even 
some  of  the  good  girls  to  go 
bad  for  a  night  and  provides 
some  harmless  escapism  that 
might  just  be  therapeutic  to 
those  who  wear  pearls  and 
pleats  every  other  night  of  the 


year.  The  question  that  needs 
answering  is,  just  how  harm- 
less is  the  Halloween  behav- 
ior? Does  the  compromising 
of  fabric  lead  to  the  compro- 
mising of  the  morality  of  the 
gender  as  a  whole? 

The  evolution  of  female 
Halloween  costumes  in  the  re- 
cent years  is  remarkable.  The 
market  for  sexy  female  cos- 
tumes has  expanded,  becom- 
ing one  of  the  most  profitable. 
The  vast  majority  of  female 
costumes  for  sale  have  a  flirty 
edge. 

The  tendency  of  some 
women  to  ignore  their  inhibi- 
tions on  Halloween  is  a  curi- 
ous one  and  can  be  looked  at 
as  a  ploy  for  male  attention. 
One  doesn't  dress  in  a  mini- 
skirt and  hard  hat,  or  call  one- 
self "little-bo-peep-show"  to 
boost  one's  self-image  or  to 
impress  other  women. 

However,  it's  also  true 
that  men  are  not  demanding 
this  behavior.  It's  members 
of  the  female  gender  who  are 
embracing  the  taboo  and  en- 
couraging the  use  of  sexy  cos- 
tumes. 

These  tendencies  only 
prove  that  men  can  more  eas- 
ily poke  ftjn  at  themselves  by 
dressing  as  Mario  and  Luigi  or 


a  hotdog.  Unfortunately,  diis 
trend  perpetuates  the  stereo- 
type of  women  as  sex  objects 
and  men  as  our  carefree,  self- 
assertive  counterparts.  The 
lack  of  sexy  men's  costumes 
seems  to  indicate  that  the  issue 
is  related  to  gender  and  not  the 
spirit  of  the  holiday  itself. 

That  said,  I  remain  con- 
vinced that  women  becoming 
sex-ified  at  the  end  of  October 
can  be  explained  as  more  than 
just  a  show  for  the  opposite 
sex.  The  phenomenon  can  also 
be  explored  through  the  lenses 
of  power,  humor,  and  fun,  and 
not  solely  as  a  celebration  of 
flesh.  When  a  woman  dresses 
sexy  it  gives  her  power,  but 
this  doesn't  necessarily  re- 
flect positively  on  females  as 
a  whole. 

Women  need  to  remind 
themselves  that  they  possess 
many  nonphysical  qualities 
that  make  them  attractive  to 
men;  being  comfortable  in 
one's  own  skin  is  one  of  the 


sexiest  attributes  a  person  can 
possess. 

The  point  is  this:  if  wear- 
ing a  mini-skirt  and  high  heels 
makes  you  happy,  then  you 
will  make  other  people  happy. 
If  Halloween  provides  the  shy 
girl  with  an  excuse  to  dress  a 
little  naughty  and  empowers 
her  to  act  a  little  out  of  charac- 
ter, then  Happy  Halloween. 

The  spirit  in  which  you 
are  dressing  yourself  on  the 
evening  of  October  31  is  the 
main  concem.  Mixing  humor 
with  sex  is  fun,  and  being 
sexy  is  powerful.  Being  com- 
fortable in  one's  own  skin  is 
important  and  an  attribute  not 
many  are  lucky  enough  to  pos- 
sess. 

Since  sexy  has  become 
predictable  on  such  occasions, 
it's  now,  in  my  opinion,  bor- 
ing. But  for  those  out  there 
who  wish  to  empower  them- 
selves through  lack  of  cloth- 
ing, the  choice  is  yours. 
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2007  Was  a  Great  Season  for  MLB  Milestones 


Benjamin  Cadwell 

Staff  Writer 

Now  that  the  2007  Major 
League  Baseball  regular  sea- 
son is  over,  it's  time  to  take 
a  look  back  at  all  of  the  mile- 
stones that  were  achieved  dur- 
ing this  historic  year. 

The  record  that's  con- 
sidered by  many  as  the  most 
storied  in  baseball  (and  ar- 
guably in  all  of  professional 
sports)  was  broken  this  year. 
Barry  Bonds  hit  career  home 
run  number  756  on  August  6, 
breaking  the  record  that  was 
previously  held  by  Hank  Aar- 
on. 

It's  widely  believed  that 
Bonds  took  performance- 
enhancing  drugs,  which  has 
completely  changed  the  way 
baseball  fans  perceive  him 
and  the  new  record.  Many 
fans  consider  the  record  taint- 
ed. The  historic  home  run  ball 
has  been  donated  to  the  Base- 
ball Hall  of  Fame,  but  with  a 
catch. 

The  balPs  owner,  Marc 


Ecko,  let  fans  decide  what  to 
do  with  the  ball  in  an  internet 
poll.  The  result  is  that  the  ball 
was  branded  with  an  asterisk 
before  heading  to  the  Hall  of 
Fame. 

Bonds  wasn't  the  only 
player  who  achieved  a  great 
milestone  this  season.  Craig 
Biggio,  longtime  second  base- 
man for  the  Houston  Astros, 
joined  only  26  other  players  to 
reach  3,000  hits  in  their  career 
on  June  28.  He  finished  this 
season  with  3,060  career  hits 
before  retiring. 

Three  players  hit  their 
500th  career  home  run  this 
season,  which  is  a  new  MLB 
record.  Alex  Rodriguez,  the 
New  York  Yankees'  third- 
baseman  and  superstar  player, 
became  the  youngest  player  to 
reach  500  home  runs. 

Rodriguez  hit  his  50Dth 
career  home  run  on  August  4, 
shortly  after  his  32nd  birth- 
day. 

Designated  hitters  Frank 
Thomas  and  Jim  Thome  also 
reached  the  500  home  run 


Bruins  Report 


Chris  Townsend 

Staff  Writer 


The  Bruins  started  the 
season  off  on  a  bad  skate,  fall- 
ing to  the  Dallas  Stars  4-1.  A 
few  defensive  breakdowns 
led  to  the  Bruins'  downfall, 
although  fan  favorite  Patrice 
Bergeron  scored  in  the  loss. 


The  Bruins  bounced  back 
in  their  second  game,  topping 
Phoenix  3-1.  with  goals  from 
Bergeron,  Marco  Sturm,  and 
Chuck  Kobasew.  Goaltender 
Tim  Thomas  put  up  a  strong 
36-save  effort.  The  Bruins' 
record  stands  at  3-2-0,  putting 
them  at  second  place  in  the 
Northeast  Division. 


mark  on  June  28  and  Septem- 
ber 16  respectively. 

Thome's  500th  home  run 
marked  the  first  time  in  MLB 
history  that  a  player  reached 
the  mark  by  hitting  a  walk-off 
home  run. 

Sammy  Sosa  hit  his  600th 
career  home  run  this  season, 
making  him  just  the  fifth  play- 
er to  hit  600  or  more  home 
runs.  Sosa,  a  right  fielder  for 
the  Texas  Rangers,  did  this 
on  June  20  against  his  former 
team  of  13  seasons,  the  Chi- 
cago Cubs. 

Tom  Glavine,  pitcher  for 
the  New  York  Mets,  became 
only  the  23rd  pitcher  ever  to 
record  300  wins  in  his  career 
on  August  5.  Another  Mets 
pitcher  also  reached  a  notable 
milestone  this  season;  Pedro 
Martinez  became  the  15th 
pitcher  ever  to  reach  3,000  ca- 
reer strikeouts  on  September 
3. 

Another  impressive 
pitching  milestone  that  was 
achieved  this  season  was 
Trevor  Hoffman,  closer  for 
the  San  Diego  Padres,  becom- 
ing the  first  closer  to  reach  500 
career  saves.  Tliis  record  was 
accomplished  on  June  6. 

Hoffman,  who  has  been 
called  one  of  the  greatest  clos- 
ers of  all  time,  broke  the  ca- 
reer saves  record  in  the  2006 
season,  passing  Lee  Smith, 
with  his  479th  save. 

Three  no-hitters  were 
also  pitched  this  season,  all 
by  American  League  pitchers. 


Here  are  Just  some  of the  2007  milestone  players.  Clockwise  from  top 
left:  Alex  Rodriguez,  Barry  Bonds,  Sammy  Sosa.  and  Pedro  Martinez. 
Photos  courtesy  of  wmv.msnbc.msn.com  and proxy.espn.go.com. 


Mark  Buehrle,  Justin  Verland- 
er,  and  Clay  Buchholz  each 
accomplished  the  feat  during 
the  2007  season. 

Placido  Polanco.  second 
baseman  for  the  Detroit  Ti- 
gers, set  a  major  league  record 
this  season  when  he  played  in 
his  144th  consecutive  game 
without  an  error. 

If  the  2007  playoffs  end 
up  being  as  historic  as  the  reg- 
ular season,  we're  certainly  in 
for  an  exciting  few  weeks  of 
baseball. 
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UPCOMING  FALL  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Games  la,  Bold 
Conference  games  marked  with  a  ' 


WOMEN'S  SOCCER  ^ 

10/18 

Thu 

Western  Connecticut  State  University 

4:00  PM 

10/20 

Sat 

Endicott  College  c 

4;00  PM 

10/24 

Wed 

Gordon  College  c 

3:00  PM 

WOMEN'S  VOLLEYBALL 

10/18 

Thu 

Framingham  State  College 

7:00  PM 

10/20 

Sat 

Connecticut  College 

TBA 

10/20 

Sat 

Eastern  Connecticut  State  University 

TBA 

10/24 

Wed 

Regis  College  c 

7:00  PM 

10/27 

Sat 

Eastern  Nazarene  College  c 

1:00  PM 

10/27 

Sat 

Salve  Regina  University  c 

3:00  PM 

MEN'S  SOCCER 

10/20 

Sat 

Endicott  College  c 

7:00  PM 

10/25 

Thu 

Gordon  College  c 

2:30  PM 

VOMEN'S  FIELD  HOCKEY 
10/18  Thu    Babson  College 

10/20  Sat      Nichols  College  c 
10/24  Wed    New  England  College  c 


FOOTBALL 

10/20  Sat      Endicon  College  c 
10/27  Sat      Salve  Regina  University  c 
11/03  Sat     Nichols  CoUege  c 


WOMEN'S  SWIMMING 

10/27  Sat      St.  Joseph  (Conn.)  Relays 


Noon 
Noon 
1:00  PM 


1:00  PM 
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Students  Take  Issue  With  Library  Guests 


Shannon  Rajala 

Sta^  Writer 

Western  New  England 
College's  D' Amour  Library 
shares  its  resources  with  the 
Springfield  community,  al- 
lowing outside  guests  to  work 
alongside  students.  Visitor  use 
of  the  computers  is  regulated 
by  library  staff,  but  may  inter- 
fere with  WNEC  student  use 
of  the  library. 

Students  from  Duggan 
Middle  School  often  visit  the 
WNEC's  library  after  school. 
The  guests  are  allowed  an 
hourly  pass  and  are  permitted 
to  renew  it  once  if  no  other 
guest  has  asked  for  a  pass  in 
the  meantime. 

Jerry  Hirsch,  Provost  and 
Vice  President  of  Academic 
Affairs,  explained  that  WNEC 


"has  an  obligation  to  the  local 
community  to  make  available 
our  resources  to  the  extent  it 
does  not  interfere  with  student 
use." 

D'Amour  Library  cur- 
rently has  89  computers  serv- 
ing a  student  population  of 
almost  2,500  fiiil  time  under- 
graduate students.  Although 
sharing  the  library's  resources 
with  the  public  can  be  seen  as  a 
service  to  Springfield,  WNEC 
students  have  expressed  con- 
cerns with  the  guest  policy. 

WNEC  Junior  Chuck 
Lindblom,  an  employee  of  the 
D'Amour  Library,  explained, 
"Outside  users  should  not  be 
able  to  use  the  library.  They  are 
using  resources  that  WNEC 
students  pay  for  and  are  tak- 
ing a  computer  away  from  a 
student." 


Neal  Szulga,  a  WNEC 
senior,  commented,  "I've  seen 
groups  of  kids  at  several  com- 
puters, usually  two  or  three 
students  per  computer.  When- 
ever I've  seen  them  they're 
playing  games." 

"I  think  they  should  be 
able  to  use  the  library  for  re- 
search and  things  like  that," 
Szulga  added,  "but  there's  a 
lack  of  computers  in  the  li- 
brary as  it  is.  They  shouldn't 
be  used  for  other  things." 

In  a  recent  open  forum 
survey  held  by  the  Student 
Senate  Grievance  Committee, 
one  student  suggested  to  "limit 
access  to  the  community  fur- 
ther; my  tuition  fiinds  the  li- 
brary, not  them." 

While  some  WNEC  stu- 
dents have  issues  with  the 
guest  policy,  the  permitted 


visitors  from  the  surrounding 
area  may  not  have  access  to 
the  internet  or  other  resources 
that  are  available  on  campus. 

Library  Director  Pris- 
cilla  Perkins  explains  that  the 
library  hopes  to  offer  these 
students  and  adults  from  the 
Springfield  community  a  safe 
and  welcoming  environment 
to  access  the  internet's  re- 
sources. 

"The  D'Amour  Library 
tries  to  make  students  the  fo- 
cal point,"  Perkins  explained. 
"With  that  said,  we  recognize 
the  college  is  part  of  a  larger 
community.  They  allow  us  to 
be  here,  and  in  return  we  are 
open  to  the  people.  We  are 
able  to  give  something  back  to 
the  community." 

Guest  use  of  the  library 
Continued  on  page  2 


Unusual  Thefts  at  Midnight  Madness 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  Writer 

A  series  of  thefts  occurred 
during  the  Midnight  Madness 
celebration  in  the  AHLC  on 
November  2,  reported  Student 
Senate  Grievance  Chair  Lila 
West. 

Two  pairs  of  sneakers 
and  a  baseball  cap  were  stolen 
from  the  WNEC  basketball 
team  while  they  performed  for 
students  at  the  event. 

In  addition,  one  female 
student  had  her  purse  stolen 
when  she  left  to  use  the  rest- 
room. 

The  student  said  she  be- 
lieved her  purse  would  be  at- 
tended to  by  friends  who  were 
attending  the  event  with  her, 
but  the  purse  was  taken  during 
the  commotion  of  the  events, 
said  Public  Safety  Chief  Adam 
Woodrow. 

"The  purse  was  turned  in 
by  an  unknown  male  who  stat- 
ed that  he  found  it  in  the  men's 
room."  said  Woodrow. 

The  student  came  to  re- 
port her  purse  lost  at  10:51 
p.m.,  but  by  then  the  purse  had 
already  been  turned  in,  said 


Woodrow.  However,  the  stu- 
dent reported  that  her  cellular 
phone  and  digital  camera  were 
missing.  No  description  of  the 
individual  who  returned  the 
purse  was  taken,  but  Wood- 
row  doubted  he  was  the  one 
responsible  for  the  theft. 

It  wasn't  until  two  days 
later  that  the  basketball  players 
came  to  Public  Safety  to  report 
the  theft  from  their  lockers, 
said  Woodrow. 

"We  have  never  experi- 
enced something  like  this  here 
or  away,"  said  Men's  Basket- 
ball Coach  and  Athletic  Di- 
rector Dr.  Michael  Theulen. 
"This  was  a  real  eye  opener 
for  sure." 

In  their  report,  Woodrow 
was  informed  that  one  player 
observed  an  apparently  in- 
toxicated individual  looking 
through  team  members'  bags 
and  lockers.  The  basketball 
player  told  the  individual  to 
leave  the  area,  but  never  fol- 
lowed up  with  the  incident, 
said  Woodrow. 

The  individual  in  ques- 
tion was  described  as  a  5'8" 
white  male  with  a  small  to  me- 
dium build  and  wearing  a  yel- 


low shirt  and  dark  pants. 

"Incidents  in  the  AHLC 
are  very  rare  mainly  because 
of  the  presence  of  a  security 
staff."  said  Woodrow.  "The 
building  has  only  one  true 
exit  point.  The  others  are 
alarmed." 

Theulen  said  he  would 
stress  ftiture  security  precau- 
tions in  response  to  the  theft.  In 
the  past  while  visiting  schools 
for  away  games,  Theulen  has 
advised  players  to  take  their 
items  with  them  to  the  bench 
if  he  didn't  feel  comfortable 


leaving  them  unsupervised. 

Public  Safety  has  re- 
viewed the  security  footage 
taken  on  the  day  of  the  thefts 
to  try  and  catch  the  crime  in 
action. 

However,  observers  are 
limited  by  the  camera's  dis- 
tance from  the  court,  the  large 
number  of  students  attending 
the  event,  and  the  black  and 
white  footage. 

If  anyone  has  any  further 
information  regarding  these 
events,  please  contact  Public 
Safety  at  ext.  1207  or  1300. 


Almas/  everyone  had  fun  at  Midnight  Madness,  except  for  a  handful 
of  students  who  reported  that  items  were  stolen  from  them  during  the 
event.  Pictured  are  (ji  om  left):  Katie  Corbett.  Kristin  Collon.  Andrea 
Bennett,  and  Gina  Magliozzi.  Photo  courtesy  of  Kristin  Collon. 
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Pakistan  Declares  State  of  Emergency 


President  Musharraf,  who  is  also  a  general,  declared  a  slate  of 
emergency  in  Pakistan  before  January 's  presidential  elections.  Photo 
courtesy  of  www.paktribune.com. 


ing  to  reduce  or  eliminate  their  The  U.S.  hopes  the  move  will 

military  funding,  a  move  that  force   Musharraf  to  restore 

would  have  a  deep  impact  on  Pakistan's  constitution  as  well 

the  country's  economic  future,  as  its  democratic  government. 

Bush  Vetoes  Child  Health  Care  Bill 
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Comments? 
Suggestions? 
Angry  letters? 
Please  e-mait: 
thewesternersn 
@yahoo.com 

The  opinions  printed  in 
this  paper  do  not  necessar- 
ily represent  the  views  of 
The  Westerner.  The  West- 
erner reserves  the  right  to 
reject  or  correct  any  article, 
letter,  classified  ad,  or  ad- 
vertisement due  to  space 
limitations,  grammar,  and 
content. 


Michael  Murray 

Slqff  Writer 

President  Perevz  Mush- 
arraf of  Pakistan,  in  a  long 
feared  and  anticipated  move, 
declared  a  state  of  emergency, 
suspending  the  country's  con- 
stitution. This  action  threw 
Pakistan  into  a  state  of  politi- 
cal and  social  turmoil. 

Soon  after  declaring  a 
state  of  emergency,  Musharraf 
took  little  time  in  "sending 
troops  into  the  streets,  expel- 
ling Chief  Justice  Iflikhar  Mo- 
hammed Chaudhry,  rounding 
up  opposition  politicians,  and 
jamming  private  TV  chan- 
nels that  have  been  critical  of 
his  rule,"  reports  the  Boston 
Globe. 

This  has  halted  plans  for 
a  future  election,  due  to  occur 
in  mid-January.  Musharrars 
eligibility  as  a  future  candi- 
date was  put  into  question  af- 
ter taking  into  consideration 


Anna-Gaye  Martin 

Staff  Writer 

On  October  3,  2007, 
President  Bush  vetoed  a  child 
health  care  bill  proposed  by 
Congress.  The  Children's 
Health  Insurance  Program  is 
a  state/federal  program  that 
subsidizes  health  coverage  for 
low-income  people,  mostly 
children,  in  families  that  earn 
too  much  to  qualify  for  Med- 
icaid but  not  enough  to  afford 
private  coverage. 

A  bipartisan  group  of 
lawmakers  had  announced  a 
proposal  that  would  add  $35 
billion  over  five  years  to  the 
program,  adding  four  milHon 


Photo  courtesy  of  www. 
mackinawtrailpediatrics.com 


his  status  as  a  general,  a  trait 
normally  quantitying  grounds 
for  disqualification. 

President  Musharraf 
seized  power  eight  years  ago 
in  a  military  coup,  overthrow- 
ing the  government  of  the  time. 
Musharraf  has  been  in  control 
since,  keeping  the  country  un- 
der close  military  watch. 

Prior  to  his  taking  power 
he  served  as  an  army  general. 
Upon  taking  the  presidency, 
he  retained  his  status  as  a  gen- 
eral. 

The  United  States,  since 
September  11,  2001,  has  been 
giving  Pakistan  significant 
monetary  aid.  According  to 
the  New  York  Times,  "aid  has 
included  more  than  $  1 0  billion 
in  assistance,  most  of  it  to  the 
military,  to  help  root  out  Al 
Qaeda  and  Taliban  operatives 
in  the  country's  mountainous 
tribal  areas." 

Due  to  Pakistan's  current 
situation,  the  U.S  is  threaten- 


peopie  to  the  6.6  million  al- 
ready participating.  The  pro- 
gram would  be  financed  by 
raising  the  federal  cigarette  tax 
by  61  cents  to  $1  per  pack. 

Bush  and  many  Repub- 
licans assert  the  program's 
original  objective  would  be 
changed  under  the  new  bill. 
Bush  said  he  vetoed  the  bill 
because  it  was  a  step  toward 
"federalizing"  medicine  and 
improperly  expanding  the  pro- 
gram beyond  its  focus  of  help- 
ing poor  children. 

"Our  goal  should  be  to 
move  children  who  have  no 
health  insurance  to  private 
coverage,  not  to  move  chil- 
dren who  already  have  private 
health  insurance  to  govern- 
ment coverage,"  Bush  said. 

The  idea  was  overwhelm- 
ingly supported  by  Congres- 
sional Democrats.  It  had  sub- 
stantial Republican  support  as 
well.  Bush  had  asked  Congress 
to  pass  a  simple  extension  of 
the  current  program  while 
debate  continued,  saying  it's 
children  who  will  suffer  if  they 
don't. 

Rep.  Todd  Akin,  R-Mis- 
souri,  did  not  support  the  bill. 
He  said  the  legislation  con- 
tained "all  of  these  little  hid- 


den gizmos.  Among  other 
things,  [the  bill  stated]  that 
we're  going  to  provide  health 
care  to  the  children  of  illegal 
immigrants." 

Democrats  denied  the  bill 
would  supply  coverage  to  ille- 
gal immigrants,  but  Congress 
lacks  the  votes  to  overturn 
Bush's  veto.  Sixty-seven  votes 
in  Senate  would  be  enough  to 
override  the  veto,  but  the  265- 
1 59  House  vote  on  September 
25  lacked  the  two-thirds  ma- 
jority needed. 

After  the  veto.  Democrats 
promptly  took  to  the  floors  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  denounce  the 
veto  of  the  bill  that  obtained 
bipartisan  support. 

"I  think  that  this  is  proba- 
bly the  most  inexplicable  veto 
in  the  history  of  the  country. 
It's  incomprehensible.  It's  in- 
tolerable.  It's  unacceptable," 
D  'Amour  continued 
is  monitored,  but  it  seems  as 
though  there  are  still  glitches 
in  the  system.  Guests  don't 
always  adhere  to  the  hourly 
rules  or  remain  on  the  first 
floor  computers. 

Some  visitors  bring 
friends  with  them  who  can 
also  use  the  computers  under 


said  Sen.  Edward  Kennedy,  D- 
Massachusetts. 

House  Democrats  com- 
pared the  bill's  $7  billion  an- 
nual cost  to  the  money  spent 
each  month  on  the  Iraq  war. 

The  bill's  backers  reject- 
ed Bush's  claim  it  would  ma- 
neuver public  money  to  fami- 
lies that  can  afford  health  in- 
surance, saying  their  goal  was 
to  cover  more  of  the  millions 
of  uninsured  children.  The  bill 
would  give  financial  incen- 
tives for  states  to  cover  their 
lowest-income  children  first, 
they  said. 

"The  President  and  Re- 
publicans in  Congress  say  that 
we  can't  afford  this  bill,  but 
where  were  the  fiscal  conser- 
vatives when  the  president  de- 
manded hundreds  of  billions 
of  dollars  for  the  war  in  Iraq?" 
asked  Rep.  Jan  Schakowsky. 

D-lllinois.   

the  same  password  from  the 
original  guest  pass. 

While  the  library  staff  is 
making  a  concerted  effort  to 
monitor  the  visitors'  computer 
access,  they  urge  students  to 
notify  staff  of  concerns  about 
disruptive  guest  behavior  or 
lack  of  available  computers. 


NEWS 


Hie  Westerner  •  November  14,  2007  •  3 


Gore  Wins  Nobel  Peace  Prize 


Courtney  Walsh 

SraffWriler 

Al  Gore  has  been  the 
front-runner  for  global  warm- 
ing awareness  across  the 
giobe,  and  his  efforts  were 
recognized  on  Friday,  October 
12  when  he  and  the  Intergov- 
ernmental Panel  on  Climate 
Change  received  the  2007  No- 
bel Peace  Prize. 

Gore  has  been  trying  to 
influence  the  world  to  be  more 
energy  efficient  for  years.  He 
received  an  Academy  Award 
for  the  documentary  An  Jncon- 
venient  Truth,  which  expresses 
the  importance  of  changing 
the  way  people  live  in  order  to 


help  an  environment  that's  suf- 
fering from  damaging  effects. 

When  Gore  accepted  the 
Nobel  Peace  Prize,  he  stated 
that  global  warming  is  a  "plan- 
etary emergency."  and  that 
"this  crisis  is  not  a  political  is- 
sue; it  is  a  moral  and  spiritual 
challenge  to  all  of  humanity. " 

Gore  is  donating  his  share 
of  the  $1.5  million  to  the  Alli- 
ance for  Climate  Protection. 
At  Gore  has  been  fighting  the 
climate  battle  since  he  was  the 
Vice  President  under  President 
Clinton. 

His  voice  may  not  have 
been  heard  then,  but  it's  now 
being  streamed  across  televi- 
sions, movie  theatres,  newspa- 


Al  Gore  and  the  Imergovernmenfal  Panel  on  Climate  Change  split 
the  2007  Nobel  Peace  Prize  for  An  Inconvenient  Tmth.  a  film  about 
global  warming. 


pers.  and  books. 

Colimibia  University's 
Dr.  Kim  Knowlton  and  her 
team  recently  published  a  study 
relating  to  the  environmental 
changes  that  can  greatly  affect 
New  York  City  by  the  year 
2050.  Researchers  estimate 
that  the  amount  of  heat-related 
deaths  would  increase  by  47  to 
95  percent  by  that  time. 

The  region  of  New  York 
will  have  an  annual  average 
rise  in  temperature  of  2.5  to 
6.5  degrees,  and  a  summer 
temperature  rise  of  2.7  to  7.6 
degrees  Fahrenheit.  However, 
the  stunning  effect  of  this  tem- 
perature rise  will  be  even  more 
detrimental  in  the  counties  out- 
side the  metropolitan  area. 

What  does  this  rise  in 
temperatures  mean  exactly? 
According  to  the  study,  the 
climate  change  "will  put  ad- 
ditional sfress  on  the  health 
of  New  York  residents  in  the 
absence  of  concerted  efforts 
to  reduce  vulnerability  to  heat 
waves." 

This  means  that  along  the 
already  hot  summers  that  af- 
fect the  city  coupled  with  the 
lack  of  action  taking  place  to 
help  prevent  the  rise  in  tem- 
perature will  leave  people  in 
New  York  City  more  prone  to 
heat-related  deaths. 


Stageless  Players 
Direct  One- Act  Plays 


Elissa  Jacobs 

Copy  Editor 


The  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  Stageless  Players 
will  present  their  one-act  plays 
on  November  30  and  Decem- 
ber 1  at  7  p.m. 

This  is  an  annual  event 
held  by  WNEC's  theatre 
group.  This  year  there  will  be 
three  one-act  plays  done  on 
each  of  the  two  nights. 

All  three  plays  are  direct- 
ed by  members  of  the  Stage- 


If  this  heat  wave  was  to 
hit  New  York  City,  people  that 
live  in  lower  income  housing 
or  older  residential  neighbor- 
hoods are  more  likely  to  suf- 
fer the  heat  related  risks  than 
those  who  are  living  in  upper 
class  or  more  recently  built 
buildings. 

This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
lower  income  housing  doesn't 
offer  air-conditioning  or  it's 
not  affordable  for  those  who 
reside  there. 

This  projection  of  tem- 
perature-related mortality  will 
not  only  affect  New  York  City, 
but  others  with  similar  geo- 
graphical features  as  well. 


less  Players,  and  the  casts  are 
made  up  of  WNEC  students. 

The  first  play  is  called 
Foreplay  or  the  Art  of  Fugue 
written  by  David  Ives,  and 
it  will  be  directed  by  junior 
Jessie  Swetcky.  Swetcky  de- 
scribes this  play  as  being  a 
comedy  about  the  dating  skills 
(or  lack  thereoO  of  a  man 
named  Chuck. 

The  second  play  will  be 
a  combination  of  Oral  Report 
and  Lifestyle  by  Jack  Neary. 
These  plays  will  be  directed 
by  junior  Vira  Efraim,  who  ex- 
plains that  these  plays  are  about 
three  women  in  their  seventies 
discussing  the  Clinton  Scandal 
and  "homeless  sexuals"  in  a 
comedic  manner. 

The  last  play  will  be  di- 
rected by  juniors  Patty  Rau 
and  Kyle  Coston.  It's  called 
The  Line  that's  Picked  Up 
I  MO  Babes  and  How  it  Can 
Work  for  You.  The  setting  for 
this  play,  according  to  Director 
Rau,  is  a  bar  that  is  frequented 
by  twenty-somethings. 

The  cost  is  $2  and  the  se- 
ries of  one-act  plays  will  be  in 
Sleith  100.  Support  WNEC's 
theatre  group  by  attending 
these  performances. 


88- Year-Old  Novelist  Wins  Nobel  Prize  in  Literature 


Michael  Murray 

Staff  Writer 

Acclaimed  novelist  Do- 
ris Lessing  was  awarded  the 
Noble  Prize  in  Literature  on 
October  II.  The  88-year-old, 
who  currently  resides  in  Lon- 
don, has  been  a  nominee  for 
the  past  40  years. 

Lessing  was  approached 
by  British  news  reporters  at 
her  front  door  after  returning 
from  a  trip  to  the  hospital  and 
was  informed  of  her  winning 
status. 

A  few  moments  after  be- 
ing told,  she  went  back  inside 
because  her  phone  had  begun 
to  ring. 

She  was  quite  shocked, 
and  was  quoted  in  the  New 
York  Times  in  saying  "1  was 
a  bit  surprised  because  1  had 
forgotten  about  it  actually.  My 
name  has  been  on  the  short  list 


for  such  a  long  time." 

This  significant  female 
author  has  won  numerous 
other  prizes  over  the  years,  in- 
cluding The  Tait  Black  Memo- 
rial Book  Prize  and  the  W.H. 
Smith  Literary  Award. 

When  discussing  her 
feelings  on  winning  the  Noble 
Prize,  Lessing  said,  "I've  won 
all  the  prizes  in  Europe,  every 
bloody  one,  so  I'm  delighted  to 
win  them  all."  She  later  added 
that  winning  the  award  was  "a 
royal  flush." 

Lessing  was  bom  in  cur- 
rent-day Iran  in  1919  and  fled 
to  Rhodesia  at  the  age  of  15. 
At  19,  she  married  and  had 
two  children  but  divorced  her 
husband  a  few  years  later.  Due 
to  political  complications,  she 
fled  Rhodesia  and  moved  to 
London  to  begin  her  literary 
career. 

Her  first  novel  was  pub- 


Doris  Lessing.  who  has  wan  many 
excitement  over  winning  ihe 
lished  in  Britain  in  1949  and 
was  titled  The  Grass  is  Sing- 
ing. The  book  had  tittle  suc- 
cess and  was  banned  in  many 
areas  due  to  its  controversial 
nature. 

In  1962,  she  published 
her  breakthrough  novel  The 


European  literature  awards,  stunned  the  press  with  her  lack  of 
Nobel  Prize  in  Literature.  Photo  courtesy  ofwww.nytimes.com. 
Golden  Notebook  and  it  be-  prolific  writers  such  as  Er- 
came  an  influential  piece  of  nest  Hemmingway,  William 
feminist  literature  in  the  United  Faulkner,  John  Steinbeck,  and 
States,  writing  about  the  lives  Toni  Morrison.  Doris  Less- 
of  women  rejecting  notions  of  ing,  at  age  88.  now  holds  the 
common  domestic  life.  prestigious  Nobel  title  that  her 
The  Noble  Prize  for  Lit-  predecessors  have  held  in  the 
erature  has  been  awarded  to  past  
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Nick  Langner 

SlaffWriler 


Denzel  Washington  Becomes  an  American  Gangster 


are  and  why  they're  doing  what  they're 
doing. 

I  also  like  how  the  two  different 
character  perspectives  flow  so  well,  and 
how  the  two  stories  eventually  meet 
near  the  end  of  the  film.  The  acting  is 
superb  as  well,  especially  on  the  parts 
of  Washington  and  Crowe. 

Overall,  for  fans  of  gangster 
movies  and/or  crime  dramas,  American 
Cangsfer  is  one  you  don't  want  to  miss. 
It  topped  the  box  of^^ce  on  its  opening 
weekend  and  is  currently  listed  as 
number  94  on  the  Internet  Movie 
Database's  Top  250  Movies  List. 

It's  also  a  possible  Oscar  candidate 
due  to  the  widely  positive  reviews  for 
the  performance  of  the  actors  and  the 
overall  style  of  the  film.  I  recommend 
American  Gangster  to  anyone  who 
wants  to  see  a  great  film. 

Langner  Rating: 
4.5  Stars 


Some  of  the  most  famous  and 
popular  films  are  gangster  movies:  The 
Godfather  and  Scarface,  for  example. 
American  Gangster  adds  another  name 
to  the  list  of  excellent  gangster  flicks. 

American  Gangster  follows  two 
intertwined  stories:  the  life  and  crimes 
of  Frank  Lucas  (Denzel  Washington),  a 
heroin  kingpin  in  Harlem,  and  detective 
Richie  Roberts  (Russell  Crowe),  who 
is  working  to  end  Lucas's  reign  over 
the  streets. 

It's  interesting  to  note  that  this 
movie  is  based  on  actual  events,  in 
fact,  both  the  real-life  Frank  Lucas  and 
Richie  Roberts  were  consulted  during 
the  production  of  this  film. 

The  movie  begins  with  a 
particularly  brutal  hit  job  pulled  off  by 
Lucas,  followed  by  the  death  of  Lucas's 
boss.  After  his  boss  passes  away,  Lucas 
must  find  a  new  way  to  pick  up  where 
his  boss  left  off. 

He  does  so  by  finding  a  new 


Denzel  Washington  flefi)  stars  with  Russeli  Crowe  (right)  in  the  modern  mobster  flick 
American  Gangster.  Photo  courtesy  of:  www.collider.com. 


way  to  smuggle  pure  heroin  into  the 
United  States,  and  becomes  one  of  the 
most  powerfiil  people  on  the  streets  of 
Harlem.  Meanwhile,  Richie  Roberts 
finds  himself  becoming  tangled  up  in 


trying  to  find  out  just  who  is  at  the  top 
of  the  drug  chain. 

In  my  opinion,  American 
Gangster  is  a  great  movie.  The 
character  development  is  fantastic;  you 


a  web  of  drug  dealers  and  gangsters,    get  a  sense  of  who  the  main  characters 


The  TV  Guy:  The  Only  TV  Writer  Not  on  Strike 


How  Many  New  Episodes  are  Left? 

Bones:  7  aired,  5  remaining 
Brothers  &  Sisters:  7  aired,  5  remaining 
Desperate  Housewives:  7  aired,  3  remaining 
Grey's  Anatomy:  7  aired,  4  remaining 
Heroes:  8  aired,  3  remaining 
House:  7  aired,  3  remaining 
The  Office:  11  aired,  1  remaining 
Prison  Break:  8  aired,  5  remaining 
Private  Practice:  6  aired,  4  remaining 
Smallville:  7  aired,  8  remaining 

All  information  as  of  November  14 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 

If  you  see  your  grandparents  over  the  holidays, 
be  sure  to  ask  them  what  life  without  television  was 
like,  because  that's  where  we're  headed.  A  "writer's 
strike."  as  it's  being  referred  to  in  the  news,  is  leav- 
ing scripted  television  series  with  no  original  scripts 
and  essentially  bringing  the  production  of  all  prime- 
time  television  to  a  halt.  While  this  certainly  does  not 
bode  well  for  the  TV  Guy.  I  broke  this  story  down 
issue-by- issue  with  the  hope  of  answering  most  of 
your  questions. 

What's  going  on? 

Members  of  the  Writers  Guild  of  America 
(WGA)  are  demanding  a  new  contract  from  the  Alli- 
ance of  Motion  Picture  &  Television  Producers.  The 


America  Ferrera.  who  ploys  ficiiyn  tlK  '\  comedy 
Ugly  Betty,  shows  her  Mippori  for  ihc  II )  iici  \  (/■(///(/  of 
America.  Photo  vouncsy  o/  ww  w  inciro  co.tik 


WGA  wants  better  compensation  for  video/DVD 
sales  and  viewership  tallies  from  nontraditional  me- 
dia outlets  (such  as  a  network's  website,  iTunes,  vid- 
eo-on-demand, etc.). 

The  writers,  who  are  the  creative  minds  behind 
all  of  our  favorite  television  series,  have  begun  to 
strike  as  a  bargaining  ploy.  Actors,  producers,  and  di- 
rectors may  still  elect  to  finish  shooting  any  finished 
scripts,  but  by  Thanksgiving  the  supply  of  remaining 
episodes  for  most  shows  will  be  very  low. 

How  and  when  will  current  shows  be  afTected? 

Luckily,  most  episodes  of  scripted  dramas  and 
comedies  are  written  well  in  advance  of  their  air  dates. 
However,  the  majority  of  programs  will  no  longer 
have  any  original  episodes  to  air  by  January  (perhaps 
sooner  for  some),  effectively  putting  an  "end"  to  the 
television  season.  So  until  after  the  holidays,  you'll 
still  be  able  to  drink  with  the  Walker  kids,  continue 
speculating  who  Ted  picked  as  the  "mother,"  and 
hope  that  ER  finally  closes  its  doors  and  calls  it  quits 
(although  word  is  that  the  strike  is,  in  fact,  causing 
NBC  to  consider  renewing  it  for  a  fifteenth  season). 

What  about  the  shows  that  premiere  midseason? 

Regardless  of  how  long  this  strike  lasts,  don't 
go  looking  for  24  in  January.  For  now.  Fox  is  rest- 
ing the  show  on  day  seven  (if  that's  not  proof  that 
Jack  Bauer  is  God,  then  1  don't  know  what  is).  Also. 
Lost  is  still  slated  to  return  for  its  uninterrupted  run  in 
February,  but  now  ABC  only  has  eight  episodes  to  air 
instead  of  the  planned  1 6.  Other  series,  including  Oc- 
tober Road,  The  Knights  of  Prosperity,  The  New  Ad- 
ventures of  Old  Christine,  and  Jericho^  which  were 
planned  to  open  their  seasons  over  the  winter  will 
return  much  sooner,  perhaps  even  before  Christmas. 


So  what  will  be  left  to  watch? 

As  soon  as  the  remaining  batch  of  scripts  has 
aired,  expect  network  television  to  be  inundated  with 
repeats  and  reality  shows,  which  have  no  formal 
writing  component  to  them.  Don't  be  surprised  if  the 
new  seasons  of  American  Idol  and  Dancing  with  the 
Stars  run  several  times  a  week  each  for  two  hours;  at 
least  we  know  that  Deal  or  No  Deal  can't  be  paced 
any  slower. 

Once  we  see  primetime  programming  consist- 
ing National  Bingo  Night,  Are  You  Smarter  Than  A 
5th  Grader,  The  Apprentice,  and  Wife  Swap,  we'll 
know  this  is  an  unfortunate  issue.  While  few  hit  se- 
ries are  having  a  better  season  this  year  than  last,  it 
would  be  a  huge  disappointment  to  see  the  'O7-'08 
television  season  end  in  January.  Nevertheless,  look 
at  what's  happening.  These  writers  are  clearly  an  in- 
valuable asset  to  the  entertainment  industry,  so  hand 
me  a  protest  sign!  


OPINION 
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Warning:  Politics  May  Cause  Global  Warming 

three  candidates  in  each  major  torts  the  second  candidate,  apt-  proof  that  the  primary  system 

party  with  a  legitimate  shot  at  ly  named  Jack  Johnson.  "But  has  become  a  complete  joke, 

the  presidency.  However,  there  quite  frankly.  I  agree  with  ev-  Of  course,  the  primary 

are  currently  dozens  of  candi-  erything  he  just  said."  season  leads  to  some  more  hu- 

dates  spending  mil  "I  believe  that  the  sheet  voluitte  """Tt  T?™"'' 

lions  of  dollars  pan-  "  '  ' 

dering  for  votes.  of  hot  uir  that 's  being  spewed 
you  if  probabiy'tnd    *F  presidential  candidates  is 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

I'd  be  wiUing  to  bet  that 
I'm  not  the  only  person  in 
America  that's  already  sick 
of  the  2008  presidential  race. 
Given  that  the  elections  are  ap- 
proximately a  year  away,  I'd 
say  that's  not  a  good  sign. 

All  of  the  primary  action 
this  year  has  prompted  me  to 
come  up  with  my  own  theory 
on  global  wanning.  I  believe 
that  the  sheer  volume  of  hot  air 
that's  being  spewed  by  presi- 
dential candidates  is  gradually 


warming  the  earth. 

Proof  for  this  theory 
comes  from  my  home  state  of 
Vermont.  As  we  hold  almost 
no  power  in  primary  elections 
(or  in  regular  elections,  for 
that  matter),  it  stays  chilly  up 
there,  even  during  an  election 
year. 

This  theory  also  leads 
me  to  the  conclusion  that  Al 
Gore's  main  environmental 
contribution  these  days  ts  stay- 
ing out  of  the  political  fray  and 
keeping  his  mouth  shut,  but 
that's  another  story. 

There  are  only  two  or 


that  the  major  can-  gradually  Warming  the  earth. " 

didates  share  '"'"■^ 


more 

common  ground  than  they 
would  like  the  general  public 
to  believe. 

Thus,  politicians  are  usu- 
ally doing  nothing  more  than 
spewing  carbon  dioxide  along 
the  campaign  frail  (a  green- 
house gas,  you  know). 

The  best  parody  of  this 
comes  from  an  episode  ot  Fu- 
turama where  two  clones  were 
opposing  each  other  in  an  elec- 
tion for  the  office  of  "President 
of  Earth." 

'it's  time  someone  had 
the  courage  to  stand  up  and 
say:  I'm  against  those  things 
that  everybody  hates,"  states 
fictional  candidate  John  Jack- 
son in  a  televised  debate. 

"Now,  I  respect  my  op- 
ponent. He's  a  good  man,"  re- 


If  you  don't  think  all  the 
candidates  are  essentially  the 
same,  wait  until  the  major  con- 
ventions next  summer.  Candi- 
dates that  once  bickered  with 
each  other  like  children  will 
be  embracing  on  stage  and  rat- 
tling on  about  "unified  direc- 
tion." 

Perhaps  the  most  con- 
demning factor  of  the  primary 
process,  though,  comes  from 
"candidate"  Stephen  Colbert. 
The  comedian/political  satirist 
recently  entered  the  presiden- 
tial fray  and  officially  removed 
the  last  bit  of  dignity  from  the 
process. 

A  Facebook  group  dedi- 
cated to  his  campaign  has  over 
1.4  million  members  as  of  No- 
vember 6.  That  alone  should  be 


as  well.  My  per- 
sonal favorites 
would  have  to  be 
Barack  Obama's 
plan  to  invade 
Pakistan,  and  Ron 
Paul's  attempt  to  dismantle 
the  IRS.  1  also  enjoy  watch- 
ing Democratic  candidates  sic 
their  wives  on  Hillary  Clinton, 
as  they're  obviously  afraid  to 
"hit  the  giri"  in  public. 

Even  if  you're  as  dis- 
gusted as  me,  there's  still  hope 
for  salvation.  For  those  of  you 
who  wish  there  would  be  a 
"none  of  the  above"  button  on 
your  voting  machine  next  fall, 
I  offer  this  advice. 

Turn  off  the  television 
(there's  nothing  on  but  po- 
litical commercials),  and  go 
outside  and  enjoy  the  cooler 
weather.  With  things  in  Wash- 
ington heating  up  at  this  rate, 
it  might  be  a  long  time  before 
we  see  winter  in  these  parts 


Ethanol  Production  Won't  Solve  Fuel  Problems 


Christopher  Howe 

Staff  Writer 


As  ethanol  production  increases  in 
an  effort  to  provide  a  quick-fix  solution 
to  depleting  oil  reserves,  worldwide 
economies  book  themselves  a  one-way 
ticket  to  total  chaos. 

It's  no  surprise  that  crude  oil  re- 
sources are  running  low,  but  a  recent 
investigation  by  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia suggests  that  we  have  less  than 
nine  years  worth  of  a  steady  supply  re- 
maining. 

Recent  focus  has  been  brought 
about  to  etha- 


nol as  an  easy 
and  effective 
solution.  What 
politicians 
won't  tell 
you  are  how 
many  fami- 
lies go  hun- 
gry from  the 
dramatic  loss 
\l  of  com  crops 

I and  farmland 
or  the  vast 
amounts  of 
waste  created 


in  the  refining  process.  In  fact,  it  takes 
almost  three  times  as  much  energy  to 
refine  ethanol  than  it  actually  produc- 
es. 

Even  if  ethanol  was  to  be  consid- 
ered a  beneficial  and  efficient  solution 
to  our  increasing  energy  demands,  sim- 
ilar studies  show  that  even  if  the  entire 
planet  was  used  for  Ethanol  produc- 
tion, it  could  barely  replace  10  percent 
of  our  current  fossil-fuel  usage. 

Crude  oil  prices  continue  to  rise, 
and  gasoline  companies  are  actually 
beginning  to  lose  profits  in  an  eft'ort  to 
keep  prices  somewhat  affordable. 

As  the  supply  diminishes,  export- 
ers will  begin  to  hoard  what  remains 
for  domestic  use,  leaving  countries  like 
the  United  States  with  an  even  larger 
energy  crisis. 

Small  companies  in  China  and 
even  some  giants  such  as  General  Elec- 
tric and  Siemens  have  taken  the  initia- 
tive into  researching  practical  solutions 
such  as  ftill  electric  and  solar  powered 
vehicles. 

Though  there  are  few  currently 
available,  production  should  be  stepped 
up  within  the  next  few  years  to  meet 
rising  demands. 


Above:  Due  lo  the  vonirovLT.w  owr  l'iIiuiioI  pioducihin.  ihi\  ^'i;.s  station  in  Minnesota 
advertises  "elhanol-frce  gas.  "  Photo  courtesy  of  www.Jiickr.com. 

Left:  Ethanol,  a  biqfiiel,  is  an  alternative  lo  gasoline  that  s  made  from  corn.  Politicians 
are  treating  it  as  an  ansM'er  to  the  current  energy  crisis,  hut  critics  aren 't  so  sure. 


Join  us  for  a  Westerner  Meeting 

Monday  Nights  at  6  p.m.  in  Rivers  103 

Sludenl  contributions  are  always  welcome. 
Tell  as  what  you  think! 
E-mail  thewesternersn@yalioo.  com 
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Proven  Techniques 
Comprehensive  Materials 
Expert  Instructors 
Personal  Attention 
Guaranteed  Results 


The 

Princeton 
Review 


GMAT 

GRE 

LSAT 

MCAT 

Classroom.  Online,  Tutoring 


RAISE  YOUR  SCORE  WITH  PROVEN  TEST-TAKING  STRATEGIES. 


www.PrincetonReview.com  •  800-2Review 
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Can  Anyone  Stop  the  New  England  Patriots? 


Michelle  O^Shepa 

Staff  Writer 

More  than  halfway 
through  the  regular  season,  the 
New  England  Patriots  have  a 
very  impressive  record  of  9- 
0,  making  them  the  only  NFL 
team  with  an  undefeated  re- 
cord this  season. 

Back  on  October  14,  the 
Pats  traveled  to  Dallas  to  take 
on  the  Cowboys,  scoring  48 
points,  which  marked  their 
highest  point  total  since  1984. 

During  the  game.  Quar- 
terback Tom  Brady  set  a  ca- 
reer-high with  five  touchdown 
passes  during  his  100th  career 


Tom  Brady  scrambles  from  the 
Coils  defense  to  avoid  a  sack  on 
November  4.  Photo  courtesy  of 
www.cbc.ca. 


start.  Donte  Stallworth  caught 
a  69-yard  touchdown  pass, 
which  was  the  longest  touch- 
down completion  for  the  Pats 
in  four  years. 

For  their  seventh  regular 
season  game,  the  Pats  head- 
ed down  to  Florida  to  face 
the  Miami  Dolphins.  This 
game  marked  the  first  time  in 
team  history  that  the  Patriots 
achieved  a  record  of  7-0.  The 
Pats  beat  the  Dolphins  by  21 
points,  becoming  the  first  team 
in  NFL  history  to  win  each  of 
its  first  seven  games  by  a  mar- 
gin of  17  points  or  more- 
Brady  had  a  fantastic 
game,  completing  21  of  25 
passes  for  354  yards,  six  touch- 
downs, and  no  interceptions. 
Randy  Moss  continued  to  be  a 
star  player,  catching  his  ninth 
and  tenth  touchdown  passes  of 
the  season  during  this  game. 

With  a  momentous  52-7 
win  over  the  Washington  Red- 
skins at  Gillette,  the  Patriots 
became  the  second  team  in 
NFL  history  to  score  at  least 
34  points  in  each  of  their  first 
8  games.  Brady  set  another 
career-high  with  30  touch- 
down passes  so  far  this  season 
alone. 

Against  the  Redskins,  he 
threw  three  touchdown  pass- 
es and  ran  for  two,  which  is 


something  you  don't  see  very 
often  fi-om  Brady.  With  the 
victory  over  Washington,  Tom 
Brady  set  a  persona!  record; 
he's  defeated  every  one  of  the 
NFL's  3 1  teams  in  his  career  as 
a  starting  quarterback. 

The  most  recent  game  the 
Patriots  played  was  the  biggest 
and  most  highly  anticipated 
game  of  the  season.  The  unde- 
feated Patriots  traveled  to  the 
RCA  Dome  in  Indianapolis  to 
take  on  the  undefeated  Colts. 

Rodney  Harrison  had  his 
first  interception  of  the  season, 
Kevin  Faulk  scored  his  first 
touchdovm  of  the  season,  and 
Brady  set  an  NFL  record  in  his 
ninth  straight  game  with  three 
or  more  touchdown  passes. 

The  Patriots  are  look- 


Randy  Moss  O^ft)  pulls  down  a  touchdown  catch  in  a  52-7  rout  of  the 
Washington  Redskins  on  October  28-  Photo  courtesy  of  www.boslon.com. 
ing  very  strong  thus  far.  They  ing  opponents  should  beware 
make  big  plays,  work  together  because  a  team  like  the  Patri- 
as  a  team,  and  seem  to  get  bet-  ots  doesn't  come  around  too 
ter  each  game.  Their  upcom-  often. 


Weekly  Campus  Ministry  Events 

Morning  Meditations,  Tues.  at  8  a.m.  -  Bear's  Den 
Havurah  Schmooze,  Tues.  at  noon  -  CCS 
Catholic  Luncheon,  Tues.  at  12:30  -  CCS 
Cornerstone  Christian  Fellowship,  Tues.  at  9  p.m.  -  Bear's  Den 
Roman  Catholic  Mass,  Sun.  at  7  p.m.  -  Sleith  100 

Campus  Ministry  Contact  Info: 
Rabbi  Jerome  Gurland,  Sheila  Hannifan:  782-1628 
Pastor  Dan  Nicewonger:  dmcewon@wnec.edu 

Louise  Ingram:  Hngram@wnec.edu 
Fr.  John  McDonagh:  j.mcdonagh@diospringfield.org 


The  Celtics:  A  Mean,  Green,  Three-Headed  Machine 


Brian  Michaud 

Staff  Writer 


What  do  you  get  when 
you  take  an  NBA  All-Star  and 
add  not  one,  but  two  other 
NBA  All-Stars  into  the  mix? 
The  answer  is  simply  domina- 
tion. 


Although  this  was  just 
the  first  game  of  the  season, 
the  Boston  Celtics  already 
look  like  an  imstoppabie  force 
in  the  Eastern  Conference. 

In  a  hyped  up  season 
opener  involving  the  debut  of 
newly  acquired  Cehics  Kevin 
Gamett  and  Ray  Allen,  the 


New  Boston  Celtics  teammates  (from  left):  Ray  Allen,  Kevin 
Garnett.  and  Paul  Pierce.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.nbrpa.com. 


Boston  squad  didn't  disappoint 
as  they  crushed  the  Washing- 
ton Wizards  and  All-Star  Gil- 
bert Arenas  103-83. 

It  seemed  like  the  game 
was  over  for  the  Wizards  at  the 
half,  being  down  by  22  points 
and  eventually  losing  by  20. 

It's  interesting  how  the 
numbers  22  and  20  appear  be- 
cause in  Gamett's  first  game 
as  a  Celtic,  he  led  the  way  with 
22  points  and  20  rebounds  to 
go  along  with  his  five  assists, 
three  steals,  and  three  blocks. 

A 1  len  rose  to  the  challenge 
as  well,  adding  17  points  with 
four  rebounds  and  two  assists. 
Rounding  out  the  three-headed 
machine  was  Paul  Pierce  do- 
ing what  he  does  by  leading 
all  scorers  with  28  points  and 
chipping  in  with  five  rebounds 
and  four  assists. 

Although  this  was  just 
one  game,  it  was  an  impor- 


tant win  for  the  Celtics. 
The  team  wanted  to  show 
their  fans  and  the  world 
that  they  are  the  new  kings 
in  the  Eastern  Conference 
and  that  they  are  the  team 
to  beat  this  year. 

Can  any  other  team 
really  compete  with  a 
team  that  has  three  accom- 
plished players  such  as 
Gamett,  Pierce,  and  Allen? 
Only  time  will  tell  if  an- 
other team  can  break  down 
this  green  machine. 

Ray  Allen  and  Kevin  Garnett 
at  the  Celtics  'home  opener.  Photo 
courtesy  of  www.msnbc.com. 


Plc^/c  2  Suluiion 
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Fall  Sports  Wrap-Up  First  Season  In  CCC 


Stuart  Rice 

Stajf  Writer 


With  the  first  season  in 
a  new  conference  completed 
WNEC  athletics  has  exceeded 
expectations.  Going  into  the 
Commonwealth  Coast  Confer- 
ence (CCC),  competition  was 
expected  to  be  tougher  and 
opponents  more  talented.  Fur- 
thermore, for  some  teams  this 
was  expected  to  be  a  rebuild- 
ing year  after  many  talented 
athletes  graduated  last  spring. 

The  Men's  soccer  team 
is  one  that  was  supposed  to  be 
rebuilding  this  year.  The  team 
lost  12  players  fi-om  last  sea- 
son, eight  of  which  were  start- 
ers. Instead,  Coach  Erin  Sul- 
livan guided  the  Golden  Bears 
to  the  CCC  title  and  into  the 
Division-Ill  tournament  once 


again. 


Late  game  heroics  have 
been  a  trademark  of  this  team 
as  they  have  won  eight  games 
by  one  goal.  This  included  a 
first  round  overtime  victory 
against  Johnson  &  Wales  2-1 
in  the  D-ill  tournament.  Coach 
Sullivan  was  named  the  CCC 
coach-of-the-year  for  leading 
the  team  to  the  title  and  a  re- 
cord 15-5-2. 

Senior  Steve  Hennessey 
and  junior  Dan  Hare  were 
named  to  All-CCC  first  team. 
Second  team  honors  went  to 
Matt  Sullivan,  Dan  Totman, 
and  Marco  Gomes.  Totman  led 
the  team  in  scoring  with  eight 
goals  and  five  assists.  Hare 
scored  five  goals  and  had  four 
assists. 

The  team  advanced  to  the 
second  round  of  the  D-III  tour- 
nament, but  was  eliminated  on 
a  last-minute  goal  as  Amherst 


College  broke  the  tie  for  a  3-2 
victory. 

Women's  soccer  compet- 
ed in  the  ECAC  Tournament 
for  the  third  year,  going  out  in 
the  first  round  to  Keene  State. 
The  team  finished  second  in 
the  CCC  with  a  10-1-2  confer- 
ence record  13-6-3  overall. 

For  the  team's  second 
place  finish.  Coach  Ron  Dias 
was  named  CCC  Coach-of- 
the-Year.  Freshman  Heather 
Mortell  led  the  team  in  scoring 
with  13  goals  and  was  named 
AH-CCC  first-team  and  rook- 
ie-of-the-year.  Sophomore 
Kristin  Culver  was  also  named 
to  the  first  team. 

Jessica  Covino  and  Ni- 
cole Poli  were  both  named 
All-CCC  second-team.  Se- 
nior captain  Danielle  Matte 
was  second  on  the  team  with  4 
goals  and  three  assists. 


The  field  hockey  team 
finished  its  first  year  in  the 
CCC  with  a  surprising  loss  to 
underdog  Endicott  in  the  quar- 
terfinals of  the  CCC  tourna- 
ment. The  team  finished  third 
in  the  regular  season  with  a 
5-3  conference  record  (7-15 
overall). 

Senior  Cori  Eggert,  who 
led  the  team  in  both  goals  and 
assists,  was  named  to  the  All- 
CCC  first-team,  and  was  voted 
into  the  D-III  All-Star  game. 
Fellow  senior  Sarah  McQuar- 
rie  was  also  named  to  first- 
team  honors  with  Emilie  Don- 
ka  and  Lauren  Arsenault  being 
named  to  the  second-team. 

It  was  a  record-breaking 
football  season  for  sophomore 
quarterback  Justin  Walz  as  he 
broke  the  school's  all-time 
passing  mark.  Walz  finished 
the  season  with  1,894  passing 


Bruins  Report 


Chris  Townsend 

Staff  Writer 

The  Bruins  hosted  the 
surging  Philadelphia  Flyers 
on  October  27,  coming  up  on 
the  short  side  of  a  2-1  contest. 
During  the  first  period,  center 
Patrice  Bergeron  was  taken 
ft-om  the  ice  on  a  stretcher  af- 
ter being  knocked  face-first 
into  the  end  boards.  Flyers 
defenseman  Randy  Jones  was 
suspended  by  the  NHL  for  two 


games  for  delivering  the  hit. 

The  hit  has  prompted 
talks  of  the  discipline  of  the 
Flyers  team,  as  this  is  the  third 
arguably  vicious  incident  in- 
volving Flyers  players  in  a  ten- 
game  span.  There  is  no  imme- 
diate timetable  for  Bergeron's 
return,  but  the  injuries  he  suf- 
fered normally  take  at  least  a 
month  of  recovery  time. 

The  Bruins  currently  sit 
in  third  in  the  Northeast  Con- 
ference with  a  record  of  8-6-2. 


yards,  and  his  two-year  total  of 
2,901  yards  surpassed  the  old 
record  of  2.859  set  in  1995. 

The  team  finished  the 
season  3-7  after  a  promising 
start,  but  winning  two  of  the 
first  three  games  was  washed 
away  by  a  six-game  losing 
streak.  Junior  Jordan  Capi- 
tanio  led  the  team  in  rushing 
with  722  yards  and  six  touch- 
downs. Freshmen  Joe  Begnal 
and  Dylan  Chandler  were  the 
top  tacklers  on  defense. 

The  volleyball  team 
eclipsed  the  old  record  for 
victories  this  season  with  a 
22-8  record.  The  team  finished 
sixth  in  the  CCC  and  fell  to 
Gordon  in  the  quarterfinals  of 
the  tournament.  Senior  Ash- 
ley O'Keefe  was  named  to  the 
All-CCC  first  team  and  fresh- 
man Katharina  Bees  received 
honorable  mention;  both  were 
named  to  the  CCC  All-Star 
team. 


STSTRAVEL.COM 


Join  Amerita's  #1 
Stwhttt  Tom  Opi 


Patrice  Bergeron  lies  molionless  after  a  dirty  hit  from  Randy  Jones  of 
the  Flyers  on  October  27.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.d.yimg.com. 
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UPCOMING  FALL  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Games  in  Bold 
Conference  games  marked  with  a  ' 


n/lS  Thu 

11/17  Sat 

11/27  Tue 

12/04  Tue 

11/15  Thu 

11/16  Fri 

11/28  Wed 

12/01  Sat 

12/01  Sat 

11/17  Sat 

11/27  Tue 

12/01  Sat 

12/01  Sat 


MEN'S  ICE  HOCKEY 
Worcester  State  College 

Curry  College 
Assumption 

Framingham  State  College 

WOMEN'S  SWIMMING 
Gordon  College 

Western  CT  State  University 
Westfield  State  College 
University  of  New  England 
Colby-Sawyer  College 

MEN'S  WRESTLING 
Springfield  Doug  Parker  Invitational 
Bridgewater  State  College 
Roger  Williams  University 
Williams  College 


7:10  PM 

4:35  PM 
7:30  PM 
7:10  PM 

7:00  PM 

6:00  PM 
7:00  PM 
1:00  PM 
1:00  PM 

10:00  AM 
7:00  PM 
Noon 
Noon 


11/16  Fri 

11/17  Sat 

11/20  T^ie 

11/27  Tue 

11/30  Fri 

12/01  Sat 

12/04  Tue 


11/17  Sat 

11/20  Tue 

11/28  Wed 

11/30  Fri 

12/01  Sat 


MEN'S  BASKETBALL 

Rhode  Island  College  6:00  PM 

Wesleyan  Tournament  TBA 

Keene  State  College  7:00  PM 

Massachusetts  College  of  Liberal  Arts  7:00  PM 

Springfield  College  8:00  PM 

Amherst  College  1 :00  PM 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  8:00  PM 


WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 

WilUams  College  7:30  PM 

Tufts  University  5:30  PM 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Academy  7:00  PM 

Springfield  College  6:00  PM 

Westfield  State  College  3:00  PM 
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Bonds  Indicted  on  Perjury  Charges 


Sara  Flynn 

Staff  Writer 


Controversial  MLB  slug- 
ger Barry  Bonds  has  been  in- 
dicted on  charges  of  lying  to 
a  grand  jury  in  2003  when  he 
stated  that  he  never  knowingly 
used  performance-enhancing 
drugs. 

The  four-year  investiga- 
tion into  the  use  of  steroids 
by  famous  athletes  found  that 
Bonds  could  be  charged  with 
four  counts  of  perjury  and  one 
count  of  obstruction  of  justice. 
If  convicted,  he  couid  face  a 
maximum  of  30  years  in  pris- 
on. 

The  indictment  itself  con- 
tains quotations  from  Bonds' 
December  2003  testimony  in 
front  of  a  grand  jury  and  cites 
19  instances  where  he  alleg- 


edly lied  under  oath.  The  evi- 
dence linking  Bonds  to  steroid 
use  was  found  at  the  Bay  Area 
Laboratory  Co-Operative 
(BALCO). 

Though  the  indictment 
doesn't  say  where  the  prosecu- 
tors found  the  evidence,  it  was 
most  likely  taken  when  federal 
agents  raided  the  BALCO  fa- 
cility in  September,  2003. 

Bonds'  lawyers  will 
likely  try  to  attack  BALCO's 
reliability  to  produce  results. 
They  may  get  away  with  this 
claim,  explained  BALCO 
founder  Victor  Conte.  He  said 
that  Bonds  would  come  into 
the  lab  after  hours  on  Saturday 
with  his  trainer,  Greg  Ander- 
son, and  his  personal  physi- 
cian Dr.  Arthur  Ting. 

Anderson  convinced 
Bonds  to  help  BALCO  develop 


WW 


Barry  Bonds  denied  under  oath  thai  he  knowingly  look  steroids:  he  s 
since  been  indicted  on  multiple  counts  of  perjury.  The  slate  claims 
that  he  lied  to  a  grand jury  in  2003.  Photo  courtesy  of  .sf gate.  com. 
a  dietary  supplement  schedule,    samples,  nor  were  the  samples 




Library  Opens  Late 
Night  Computer  Lab 


which  was  based  on  results 
of  blood  and  urine  samples. 
These  same  tests  are  designed 
to  test  elite  athletes  for  30  dif- 
ferent types  of  steroids. 

Despite  this  fact,  the  lab 
physicians  never  saw  Bonds 
actually   provide   the  urine 


formally  sealed  or  dated.  There 
was  also  no  formal  process  for 
who  handled  the  samples  at 
the  lab. 

Anderson  spent  two 
months  in  jail,  and  was  re- 
leased a  few  weeks  ago  after 
Continued  on  page  3 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

The  D'Amour  Library 
will  be  opening  a  computer 
lab  for  all-night  access  until 
December  1 3.  The  ground- 
floor  lab  will  be  open  to  stu- 
dents Sunday  through  Thurs- 
day from  1:00  a.m.  until  the 
library's  regular  hours  begin  at 
7:30  a.m. 

Students  will  be  granted 
card-access  to  the  employee 
entrance  to  the  building,  lo- 
cated adjacent  to  the  parking 
lot  behind  the  library  on  the 
ground  floor.  Only  registered 
WNEC  students  will  be  grant- 
ed access  to  the  lab  overnight. 

The  main  goal  is  to  allow 
late-night  access  to  college 
resources  during  the  end  of 
the  semester  and  finals  week, 
when  students  often  work  long 
hours. 

This  announcement, 
which  came  in  a  November  30 
campus  e-mail,  states  that  this 
arrangement  is  in  response 
to  student  input  gathered  In  a 


Student  Senate  survey. 

The  e-mail  stated  that  "the 
safety  of  students  using  this 
study  space  is  of  paramount 
concern  to  the  College."  As  a 
result,  special  security  initia- 
tives have  been  put  in  place. 

To  assure  security  of 
the  area  during  the  late-night 
hours,  two  security  cameras 
have  been  positioned  at  the 
ground  floor  entrance.  In  ad- 
dition, Public  Safety  officers 
will  be  conducting  hourly 
checks  of  the  facility  through- 
out the  night. 

There  are  38  computers 
in  the  G26  lab  that  are  all  fully 
equipped  with  Microsoft  Of- 
fice, internet  access,  and  print- 
ing capabilities.  Login  proce- 
dures will  be  the  same  as  those 
of  regular  library  computers. 

During  the  overnight 
hours,  the  main-floor  library 
resources  will  not  be  available, 
and  student  access  will  be  lim- 
ited to  the  ground  floor.  How- 
ever, all  online  and  electronic 
library  resources  will  still  be 
available. 


Broadway  Strike 
Ends  After  19  Days 


Amanda  Ebel 

Staff  Writer 


On  November  29,  2007, 
Broadway  plays  opened  their 
doors  after  19  days  of  dark- 
ness. The  stagehand  strike, 
which  began  on  November 
10.  resulted  in  many  changes 
for  the  stagehands  and  the  pro- 
ducers. 

The  strike  has  cost  New 
York  City  nearly  $40  million, 
not  including  the  loss  of  ticket 
sales.  The  League  of  Ameri- 
can Theaters  and  Pro- 
ducers, which  repre- 
sented the  producers, 
walked  out  of  talks 
with  Local  One,  the 
union  that  represents 
the  stagehands,  on 
the  Sunday  before  the 
biggest  week  of  the 
year  for  Broadway. 

"The  contract  is 
a  good  compromise 
that  serves  our  indus- 
try. What  is  mosi  im- 
portant is  that  Broad- 
way's lights  will  once  Nov.  29. 


again  shine  brightly,  with  a  di- 
versity of  productions  that  will 
delight  all  theatergoers  during 
this  holiday  time,"  said  League 
Executive  Director  Charlotte 
St.  Martin.  "We  look  forward 
to  celebrating  the  season  and 
welcoming  our  talented  stage- 
hands and  the  theatergoing 
public  back  to  Broadway." 

In  order  to  lessen  the  loss 
of  money,  discounted  tick- 
ets are  being  offered  to  most 
Broadway  shows.  The  most 
Continued  on  page  2 


Q  star  Kate  Monster  signs 
Photo  courtesy  ofBroadway.c 
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STAFF     Vanishing  Honeybees  Threaten  Agriculture 


Comments? 
Suggestions? 
Angry  letters? 
Please  e-mail: 
tbewesterneran 
@yahoo.com 


I 


The  opinions  printed  m 
this  paper  do  not  necessar- 
ily represent  the  views  of 
The  Westerner.  The  West- 
erner reserves  the  right  to 
reject  or  correct  any  article, 
letter,  classified  ad,  or  ad- 
vertisement due  to  space 
limitations,  grammar,  and 

onntftnl         ^   ri  ■  II  II  I 


just  a  trend  in  America,  how- 
ever. Losses  of  colonies  have 
been  documented  in  Belgium, 
France,  Poland,  Greece,  Portu- 
gal, Spain  and  other  European 
countries. 

While  the  disappearance 
of  bees  may  seem  inconse- 
quential, it's  important  to  un- 
derstand how  vital  the  role  of 
the  honeybee  is  to  our  lives. 
More  then  90  crops  in  North 
America  rely  on  honeybees  to 
pollinate  flowers,  allowing  for 
the  fertilization  and  produc- 
tion of  fruit  and  seeds. 

Honeybees  pollinate 
many  crops  essential 
to  our  diet,  including 
apples,  nuts,  brocco- 
li, celery,  squash,  cu- 
cumbers, and  various 
fruits  like  peaches, 
kiwi,  cherries,  blue- 
berries, cranberries, 
^  and  strawberries. 

The  crops  pol- 
linated by  honeybees 
Farmers  rely  on  honeybees  to  pollinate  their  contribute  nearly  $  1 4 
craps.Pholocourtesyofwww.trekearth.com.  billion  a  year  to  the 


Shannon  Rajala 

Stajf  Writer 

A  sudden  and  unexplain- 
able  disappearance  of  honey- 
bees across  the  United  States 
has  begun  to  worry  beekeepers 
and  farmers  who  rely  on  their 
pollination  to  make  a  living. 

Referred  to  by  research- 
ers as  Colony  Collapse  Disor- 
der (CCD),  this  devastation  to 
the  honeybee  population  has 
spread  through  over  20  states 
and  devastated  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  colonies. 

The  disappearance  is  not 


United  States  economy  and 
comprise  approximately  one- 
third  of  the  typical  American 
diet. 

What  has  beekeepers 
both  alarmed  and  confused 
about  CCD  is  the  fact  that  no 
bee  carcasses  are  found.  Ac- 
cording to  the  New  York  Times, 
there  are  no  dead  bees  found 
inside  the  colonies  or  in  front 
of  the  hives  where  bees  typi- 
cally deposit  the  corpses  of 
their  nest  mates. 

While  there  is  no  defini- 
tive answer  as  to  the  reason 
for  the  mysterious  disappear- 
ance, many  researchers  and 
entomologists  are  working  to 
determine  the  cause. 

Theories  include  stress 
caused  by  environmental 
change,  infection  and  virus 
spread  from  colony  to  colony, 
and  possible  reaction  to  pesti- 
cides used  on  plants. 

While  the  pesticides  with 
which  the  bees  come  in  con- 
tact don't  prove  to  be  fatal, 
research  has  shown  that  the 


chemicals  can  cause  behavior- 
al changes  that  interfere  with 
the  bees'  ability  to  navigate 
their  way  back  to  the  hive. 

Other  hypotheses  include 
destruction  of  habitat,  contact 
with  a  parasitic  bug  the  varroa 
mite,  which  is  known  to  de- 
stroy hives,  and,  oddly  enough, 
cell  phones. 

It  has  been  suggested  that 
radiation  from  cellular  phones 
and  other  man-made  devices 
such  as  power  lines  interfere 
with  a  bee's  ability  to  navigate 
back  to  the  hive.  This  would 
account  for  total  disappear- 
ance of  the  bees  as  opposed  to 
colonies  of  dead  bee  remains. 

Scientists  agree  that  it's 
important  to  find  the  cause  of 
CCD  in  order  to  propose  a  so- 
lution. 

The  existence  of  the  hon- 
eybee population  is  vital  to 
the  existence  of  other  life  on 
Earth,  making  it  necessary  for 
a  solution  to  be  found  which 
can  help  the  honeybee  popula- 
tion flourish. 


WNEC  to  Host  2008  RHA  Conference 


Elissa  Jacobs 

Copy  Editor 


There  will  be  a  "Moose 
on  the  Loose"  at  Western  New 
England  College  on  November 
2 1  -23, 2008  when  WNEC  hosts 
the  annual  North  East  Affili- 
ate of  College  and  University 
Residence  Halls  (NEACURH) 
Regional  Conference.  The 
conference  title  is  "Welcome 
to  Moosevillc.a  Moose  is 


on  the  Loose,"  a  theme  that 
celebrates  individuality  and  is 
based  on  Dr.  Seuss. 

The  conference  commit- 
tee is  made  up  of  22  WNEC 
students.  The  co-chairs  of  the 
conference  are  juniors  Meghan 
Feeney,  who  is  currently  the 
Residence  Life  Liaison  for 
the  Residence  Hall  Associa- 
tion (RHA),  and  Caitlin  Fiona, 
the  current  RHA  programming 
chair. 


"Broadway"  continued 
important  part  of  returning 
after  the  strike  is  getting  peo- 
ple to  buy  tickets  again.  The 
extreme  loss  of  theatergoer 
confidence  has  impacted  the 
theater  district  dramatically. 
Usually,  January  and  February 
are  the  slow  months  the  the- 
aters have  to  worry  about;  the 
holiday  season  has  never  seen 
a  loss  of  this  proportion. 

The  strike  not  only  af- 
fected the  city  of  New  York, 
but  theatergoers  from  outside 
the  city  as  well.  For  instance, 
the  Campus  Activities  Board 
Travel  Committee  had  sched- 
uled a  trip  to  see  Avenue  Q 
on  November  17.  but  unfortu- 


nately the  trip  had  to  be  can- 
celled. Travel  Chair  Garrett 
Coutts  said  that  he  "was  very 
disappointed  that  we  couldn't 
go  on  the  trip." 

Coutts  followed  the  strike 
when  it  started,  knowing  that 
the  trip  was  in  jeopardy  of  be- 
ing cancelled.  "The  last  time 
this  happened  in  2003,  it  only 
lasted  for  four  days.  The  fact 
that  the  strike  started  a  week 
and  a  day  before  the  trip  and 
our  trip  was  cancelled  was 
shocking,"  he  said. 

Now  that  the  strike  is 
over,  Coutts  is  looking  to  re- 
schedule the  trip  for  the  spring 
semester,  but  details  have  not 
yet  been  worked  out. 


The  rest  of  the  students 
each  have  a  task  related  title 
and  will  handle  all  of  the  dif- 
ferent aspects  of  the  confer- 
ence, from  facilities  to  trans- 
portation. 

According  to  Feeney, 
"we  have  set  up  a  phenomenal 
conference  staff  that  is  work- 
ing diligently  to  create  the  best 
possible  conference  we  can." 
She  also  asks  that  come  next 
November,  all  students  be  wel- 
coming towards  the  visitors 
on  campus.  RHA  will  also  be 
looking  for  volunteers  to  help 
during  the  weekend  of  the  con- 
ference next  November. 

The  conference  at  WNEC 
will  include  a  book  drive  with 
the  I  Am  Foundation.  Fiona 
described  the  project  by  say- 
ing; "We  wanted  to  tie  in  all 
parts  of  the  conference  with 
our  theme  of  Dr.  Seuss,  so  our 


community  service  aspect  is 
the  I  Am  Foundafion,  a  foun- 
dation sponsored  by  the  Dr.  Se- 
uss Foundation  that  promotes 
literacy,  personal  growth,  and 
a  positive  self  image." 

Donated  books  will  all 
go  to  child  study  centers  in 
the  Springfield  area.  "We  are 
proud  to  be  sponsoring  this 
cause."  said  Fiona. 

NEACURH  is  part  of  the 
larger,  student-mn  National 
Association  of  College  and 
University  Residence  Halls 
(NACURH).  The  four  major 
focuses  of  the  organization 
are  programming,  recognition, 
leadership,  and  communica- 
tion, and  the  conferences  help 
to  achieve  these  goals.  The 
2008  Regional  Conference  at 
WNEC  will  include  Friday 
night  entertainment,  all-day 
classroom  sessions  on  Satur- 
day, and  a  banquet  at  a  local 
hotel  on  Saturday  night. 

This  is  the  first  time  that 
a  NEACURH  Regional  con- 
ference will  be  held  at  West- 
ern New  England  College,  and 
the  students  involved  will  be 
working  to  assure  that  it's  a 
memorable  one.  
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Formaldehyde  Found 
in  FEMA  Trailers 


Michael  Murray 

Staff  Writer 

The  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  (FEMA), 
provided  trailers  to  victims  of 
Hurricane  Katrina  v^'ho  could 
not  find  alternate  housing  and 
needed  shelter. 

Recently,  people  housed 
in  those  trailers  have  been 
experiencing  "watery  eyes, 
burning  in  the  eyes  and  throat, 
nausea,  and  respiratory  dis- 
tress in  some  people."  These 
are  all  symptoms  of  exposure 
to  a  chemical  commonly  used 
in  embalming  and  plywood 
known  as  formaldehyde. 

Formaldehyde,  in  the  case 
of  the  trailers,  has  taken  a  gas- 
tric form,  emanating  from  the 
plywood  and  causing  potential 
for  sickness  in  inhabitants.  Dr. 
Scott  Needle  stated,  "Many 
children  returned  repeatedly 
to  my  oflice  with  symptoms 
that  would  not  go  away,  or  that 
would  clear  up  and  then  recur: 
sinus  infections,  ear  infections, 
colds,  and  other  respiratory 
symptoms. 

"In  talking  with  these 
families,  I  found  that  they  all 
shared  two  common  character- 
istics. First,  they  were  all  living 
in  travel  trailers  provided  by 


FEMA.  Second,  these  families 
reported  that  their  symptoms 
started  not  long  after  moving 
into  these  trailers." 

Formaldehyde  is  a  main 
ingredient  in  plywood,  the 
same  type  of  wood  used  in 
FEMA  trailers.  For  fumes 
from  the  wood  not  to  linger  in 
a  closed  area,  proper  ventila- 
tion is  necessary. 

The  Occupational  Safety 
and  Health  Administration, 
a  branch  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Labor  respon- 
sible for  preventing  work-re- 
lated injuries  and  illnesses,  did 
an  air  quality  test  on  the  trail- 
ers. According  to  MSNBC, 
despite  finding  formaldehyde 
levels  as  "high  as  5.0  parts  per 
million,  or  50  times  the  EPA's 
'elevated'  level,"  FEMA  con- 
tinues to  support  the  safety  of 
their  trailers. 

When  asked  what  FEMA 
is  doing  about  the  formalde- 
hyde problem,  it  issued  this  of- 
ficial statement:  "The  agency 
has  asked  the  Centers  for  Con- 
trol and  Prevenfion  (CDC)  for 
its  assistance  and  expertise  in 
conducting  a  public  health  as- 
sessment of  indoor  air  quality 
in  travel  trailers  housing  disas- 
ter victims  in  the  Gulf  Coast 
states." 


Radiohead  Distributes  Online 


Terrence  Edwards 

Staff  Writer 


High  levels  offormaldehyde  gas  have  been  found  in  trailers  that  were 
provided  fo  victims  of  Hurricane  Kalrina.  Courtesy  of  wmv./lickrconi. 


Bands  have  taken  a  new 
approach  to  the  music  busi- 
ness by  offering  their  albums 
through  direct  download.  In 
return,  the  bands  have  request- 
ed an  opfional  donation  from 
consumers. 

The  UK  rock  group  Ra- 
diohead released  its  latest 
album.  In  Rainbows,  on  its 
website  for  download  in  late 
October. 

Fans  of  the  band  who  vis- 
ited the  site  were  greeted  by 
a  message  informing  them  of 
the  new  record  available  for 
download.  The  website  leads 
to  a  prompt  asking  for  a  dona- 
tion, and,  if  users  choose  to  do 
so,  it  allows  for  a  free  down- 
load. 

The  future  of  Radiohead's 
next  album  was  unclear  after 
the  band's  contract  with  its 
major  label  distributor.  EMI. 
ended  and  the  band  announced 
it  would  not  be  pursuing  a  new 
deal. 

"i  like  the  people  at  our 
record  company,  but  the  time 
is  at  hand  when  you  have  to 
ask  why  anyone  needs  one." 
said  the  band's  singer  Thom 
Yorke  in  an  interview  with 
Time  Magazine.  "And,  yes,  it 
probably  would  give  us  some 
perverse  pleasure  to  say  'F*** 
you'  to  this  decaying  business 
model." 

Music  labels  have  re- 
ceived a  great  deal  of  poor 
public  senfiment  from  music 
fans  and  bands  alike  over  the 
last  decade,  Since  Napster, 
many  music  fans  have  faced 
lawsuits  from  music  labels  for 
illegally  distributing  music  on- 
line. 

Historically,  the  music 
industry  has  left  many  bands 
feeling  taken  advantage  of  and 


"Bonds  "  continued 
Bonds  was  indicted.  He  could 
go  back  to  jail  if  he  decides  not 
to  tesfify  against  Bonds. 

Prosecutors  may  not  need 
the  help  of  Anderson,  though. 
Some  of  Bonds'  former 
friends  are  stepping  up  to  tes- 
tily against  him.  These  friends 
include  Steve  Hoskins,  his  for- 
mer best  friend,  and  Kimberly 
Bell,  who  was  his  girlfriend  of 
1 0  years. 


Hoskins  and  Bell  no  lon- 
ger talk  to  Bonds  but  say  that 
they  have  sfrong  evidence 
against  him  to  prove  that  he 
has  willingly  taken  steroids. 
"He  was  very  envious  of  Mark 
McGwire,"  Bell  told  ESPN  in 
a  July  interview.  "He  never 
said  that  [steroids]  was  the  rea- 
son, but  I  know  it  was." 

The  experience  of  Bonds' 
legal  team  makes  it  unlikely 
that  he'll  serve  the  maximum 


sentence  of  30  years  in  prison 
if  convicted. 

Even  if  Bonds  is  convict- 
ed and  goes  to  prison,  he  will 
still  be  eligible  for  the  Hall 
of  Fame,  but  the  scandal  may 
harm  his  chances  at  induction. 
In  his  first  year  of  eligibility, 
famed  slugger  Mark  McGwire  ' 
fell  281  votes  short  of  indue-  ' 
tion  after  admitting  to  using 
sports-enhancing  supplements 
during  his  career. 


forced  to  sign  defri- 
mental  contracts. 

"Nowadays,  its 
not  even  necessary  to 
get  signed."  said  Kyle 
McGuire.  a  WNEC 
student  and  bassist  of 
the  unsigned  band  The 
Bodhi  Tree.  "What 
they  did  was  cut  out 
the  middle  man.  All 
getting  signed  does  is 
get  your  name  places 
and  get  you  gigs.  "  Radiohead  made  waves  in  the  music  world 
Radiohead  isn't  ^y^l^^^'^^S 'f'^''' alburn.  In  Rainbows, 
the  only  band  to  have  suggested  donation  Arhvork 

courtesy  of  www.tunequest.org. 


attempted  this.  Alter- 
native country  and  rock  band 
Wilco  released  its  2004  album 
A  Ghost  is  Born  online  for 
free,  but  it  was  only  available 
for  sfreaming  and  couldn't  be 
saved  for  download. 

In  2005,  rock  group  Har- 
vey Danger  released  its  album 
Little  by  Little  for  free  down- 
load. There  was  no  prompt  for 
a  donation,  but  donations  were 
accepted  on  the  website  else- 
where and  the  site  encouraged 
listeners  to  purchase  the  CD  as 
well. 

Most  recently,  rapper  Saul 
Williams  released  his  latest  al- 
bum The  Inevitable  Rise  and 
Liberation  of  Niggy  Tardust 
for  download.  Although  rela- 
tively unknown  by  the  main- 
stream media,  Williams  has 
an  independent  following  and 
is  backed  by  popular  rock  and 
industrial  singer  Trent  Reznor 
of  Nine  in  Nails. 

For  Radiohead,  the  stunt 
has  given  its  latest  album  a 
great  deal  of  publicity  from  the 
media  spotlighting  their  deci- 
sion. 

"This  buzz  marketing 
concept  works  well  for  busi- 

The  Westerner  Needs  an  Editor! 

The  current  editor's  term  is  about  to  expire,  and  vi'e're 
currently  accepting  applications  for  the  Editor  in  Chief 
position.  If  you're  interested  in  news,  layout,  editing, 
and  leadership,  this  is  the  job  for  you! 

The  position  runs  for  one  year  (January  to 
December),  offers  valuable  experience,  and 
looks  great  on  a  resume. 

For  more  infonnation,  contact  Ian  Martin  at 
iniartin@wnec.edu.  xl385  or  pick  up  an  application  in  the  Office 
of  Student  Activities. 


nesses  that  don't  have  much 
money  to  spend  on  a  promo- 
tional campaign,"  said  Chair 
and  Professor  of  Marketing 
Paul  Costanzo.  "The  publicity 
is  more  credible  because  it's 
unbiased." 

Radiohead  has  stated  in 
past  interviews  that  it  plans  to 
make  back  the  costs  from  pro- 
ducing the  albums  for  its  con- 
sistently sold-out  shows  and 
merchandise  sales.  This  model 
may  effectively  cut  the  mid- 
dleman out  of  the  music  label, 
but  it's  unclear  how  well  this 
will  work  and  if  it  can  work 
for  other  bands. 

'i  don't  think  labels  will 
completely  lose  their  place," 
said  Costanzo.  "The  record  la- 
bel guarantees  the  donation — 
that's  the  difference." 

Radiohead  will  continue 
to  provide  the  album  via  free 
download,  but  will  put  out  a 
box  set  that  will  include  more 
songs  and  higher  audio  quality 
for  40  Euros  in  2008.  The  band 
has  recently  announced  that  it 
will  work  with  independent 
label  XL  to  distribute  the  box 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


Fred  Claus  Probably  Won't  Become  a  Holiday  Classic 

mas  films. 

The  renowned  actors  in  this  mov- 
ie aren't  enough  to  save  it.  Vaughn's 
character  isn't  very  different  from 
iliose  he  plays  in  other  films,  and  Gia- 
matti  makes  for  a  Santa  Claus  more 
frightening  than  jolly. 

The  plot  isn't  very  unique,  and  the 
serious  themes  in  the  movie  take  away 
from  the  holiday  spirit  that  it's  sup- 
posed to  be  capitalizing  on.  The  North 
Pole  set  was  done  quite  well,  though;  at 
least  that  much  can  be  said. 

Overall.  Fred  Claus  is  a  Christ- 
mas movie  you'll  only  watch  once,  at 
most.  While  it  isn't  the  worst  holiday 
film  I've  seen,  there  are  many  better 
alternatives  out  there.  1  suggest  watch- 
ing this  only  if  you  really  want  to,  but 
don't  set  your  expectations  too  high. 

Langner  Rating: 
2  Stars 


The  holiday  season  always  prom- 
ises the  release  of  holiday  movies.  This 
year's  big  Chris tmas-themed  film  is 
Fred  Claus.  Though  released  on  No- 
vember 9.  this  film  doesn't  make  it  feel 
like  Christmas  has  come  early. 

Fred  Claus  has  some  big  names 
on  its  cast  list,  including  Vince  Vaughn, 
Paul  Giamatti,  Kevin  Spacey,  and  even 
Ludacris.  The  story  begins  with  San- 
ta's older  brother  Fred  Claus  (Vaughn) 
developing  a  negative  attitude  towards 
his  younger  sibling. 

He  becomes  a  repo  man,  but  finds 
himself  short  on  cash.  He  resorts  to 
calhng  his  brother  asking  for  some 
money.  Nick  Claus  (Giamatti)  agrees 
to  lend  him  the  funds,  but  only  if  Fred 
will  come  work  for  him  at  the  North 
Pole.  Fred  agrees  and  journeys  to  San- 
ta's factory  in  order  to  do  file  work  for 
St.  Nick. 

However,  the  situation  goes  awry 
when  a  corporate  efficiency  agent 


Vmce  Vaughn  stars  as  Fred,  Santa  s  down-on-his-luck  older  brother,  in  the  Christmas 
comedy  Fred  Claus.  Photo  courtesy  of:  http://www.latimes.com 

Clyde  Northcut,  (Spacey)  comes  to  Despite  its  PG  rating,  Fred  Claus 

the  North  Pole  and  threatens  to  shut  it  is  definitely  not  a  Christmas  movie  for 

down  for  good  if  Santa  gets  three  strikes  younger  children.  Even  though  it's  la- 

against  him  for  problems  in  his  factory,  beled  as  a  comedy,  there  are  few  funny 

The  scheming  Northcut  is  able  to  moments  in  the  movie, 
manipulate  a  jealous  Fred  into  sabotag-  The  themes  and  tone  also  seem 
ing  Santa's  work,  leading  to  his  third  more  mature  (i.e.  corporate  corruption 
strike.  After  a  rumble  between  the  sib-  and  power  plays,  sibling  rivalry)  and 
lings,  Nick  becomes  injured  and  can-  out  of  place  in  a  holiday  film.  Racist 
not  deliver  presents  on  Christmas  Eve,  portrayals,  sexuality,  and  violence  also 
leaving  the  fate  of  Christmas  in  Fred's  make  this  movie  not  quite  as  family- 
hands,  friendly  as  most  other  similar  Christ- 


The  TV  Guy  Presents  His  Fall  2007  Awards 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 

It  s  hard  to  believe  but  "halftime  "for  the  televi- 
sion season  has  arrived.  For  the  last  several  months. 
I 've  listened  to  your  comments  and  I 've  also  devel- 
oped strong  opinions  of  my  own.  Surprisingly,  the 
slew  of  new  shows  hasn  'l  made  a  whole  lot  of  noise, 
although  they  have  stood  out.  Let  s  take  a  look  at 
who  is  deserving  of  commendations  and  who  needs 
to  start  sending  out  their  resume  again. 

A  Breath  of  Fresh  Air  (Best  Cast  Addition) 

-  Dana  Delany  as  Katherine  Mayfair  on  Desperate 
Housewives.  Katherine  has  found  a  way  to  rile  nearly 
every  home  on  Wysteria  Lane  upon  her  arrival  this 
season,  refreshing  Housewives  from  its  recent  cre- 
ative slump.  Best  of  all,  we  finally  have  a  mystery  on 
our  hands  that's  worth  watching  all  season.  Hopeful- 
ly, Katherine  grows  on  you  over  time  because  she's 
sticking  around  for  a  while. 

Scene  Stealer  (Best  Guest  Appearance)  - 

Molly  Shannon  as  Dilly  Balsam  on  Pushing  Daisies. 
1  still  miss  seeing  Molly  on  Saturday  Night  Live,  but 
she  made  up  for  it  here.  First,  it's  rare  for  such  a  vet- 
eran actress  to  seem  so  natural  for  a  role,  as  we  see 
with  Dilly,  the  owner  of  Balsam's  Bittersweets  Taffy 
&  Sweet  Emporium.  She  also  gets  accolades  for  be- 
ing the  character  to  finally  make  us  enjoy  Pushing 
Daisies  for  what  it  is  and  not  the  pre-season  hype 
created  firom  its  enchanting  premise. 

Laugh  Out  Loud  (Best  New  Comedy)  -  Back 
To  You,  The  new  slate  of  comedies  this  fall  has  been 
OK,  but  given  the  fact  that  Back  To  You  seems  to 


offer  serious  promise  for  reviving  the  ailing  sitcom 
genre,  the  series  deserves  this  title. 

Cry  Me  a  River  (Best  New  Drama) -Life.  I'll 
be  honest;  the  first  couple  of  times  1  watched  Life, 
it  didn't  strike  me  as  the  sort  of  drama  1  wanted  to 
get  into,  especially  because  of  its  procedural  nature. 
However,  after  hearing  a  lot  of  you  tell  me  how  ad- 
dicted you  were,  the  series  immediately  grew  on  me. 
It's  original,  yet  doesn't  try  to  go  over-the-top  with 
its  creativity.  And  drawing  in  fans  by  toying  with 
their  emotions  doesn't  hurt,  either. 


Only  the  Good  Die  Young  (Most  Missed 
Show)  -  The  OC.  A  lot  of  our  favorite  long-running 
series  ended  last  season,  but  The  OC  was  definitely 
the  most  premature  cancellation  of  them  all.  After  fi- 
nally getting  back  on  track  creatively  during  its  final 
year,  the  show  just  couldn't  hold  its  own  anymore. 
However.  1  think  reruns  (they're  out  there)  and  the 
DVDs  are  enough  to  keep  feeding  everyone's  fantasy 
of  living  the  life  of  a  southern  California  teenager. 


It's  Hard  To  Teach  an  Old  Dog  New  Tricks 
(Worst  Cast  Addition)  -  Saffron  Burrows  as  Attor- 
ney Lorraine  Weller  on  Boston  Legal.  Though  this 
is  my  new  favorite  show,  the  fact  remains  that  Bur- 
rows has  done  nothing  with  her  new  role  on  Boston 
Legal  this  year  other  than  continuing  to  have  sex  with 
Alan  in  court  hall  elevators.  At  least  we  earned  more 
entertaining  balcony  time  after  Alan  found  himself 
obsessed  with  this  ex-lover  of  his,  and,  of  course, 
sought  words  of  wisdom  from  Denny  Crane.  Half  of 
LegaVs  cast  is  new  this  season,  so  1  think  we  could've 
done  without  Lorraine.  Her  accent  and  scene-stealing 
looks  seems  to  be  a  reincarnation  of  departed  associ- 
ate Tara  Wilson  from  the  first  season- 
Give  'Em  the  Last  Laugh  (Worst  New  Come- 
dy) -  Cavemen.  Although  ABC  has  a  strong  lineup  of 
new  comedies  this  year,  clearly  it  lacked  a  bit  in  com- 
edy development  if  this  absurdity  made  it  to  the  air- 
waves. Nearly  every  script  is  based  on  the  recurring 
cliche  that  cavemen  are  minorities  too.  Did  anyone 
really  think  the  cavemen  commercials  could  morph 
into  a  hit  comedy?  As  any  college  student  knows,  it's 
easy  to  B.S.  a  paper,  and  Cavemen  is  an  example  of 
how  that  usually  turns  out. 

It  Should  Come  with  Barf  Bags  (Worst  New 
Drama)  -  Viva  Laughlin.  All  you  needed  to  do  was 
blink  and  you  missed  the  two  low-rated  and  horribly- 
reviewed  episodes  of  this  musical  debacle  about  a 
businessman  attempting  to  open  a  casino.  In  a  televi- 
sion wodd  where  even  the  most  popular  shows  take  a 
big  risk  by  running  "musical"  episodes,  were  any  of 
us  ready  to  see  something  like  this  every  week?  And 
the  most  disappointing  part  of  all;  the  music  itself 
was  one  of  the  most  solid  aspects  of  the  series. 
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First  Amendment  Not  Just  for  Liberal  Democrats 


Matthew  Caron 

Staff  Writer 

It's  a  well-known  fact  that 
liberals  and  lefties  are  embed- 
ded in  institutions  of  higher 
learning  across  the  country, 
and  here  at  WNEC  it's  no  dif- 
ferent. 

But  are  you  aware  that 
those  liberals  are  suppressing 
conservative  speech  in  an  ef- 
fort to  breed  a  sterile  environ- 
ment of  like-minded  liberal 
thinkers? 

WNEC  conservatives  be- 
ware; political  suppression  is 
happening  here  and  a  double 
standard  is  taking  over. 

The  first  amendment  right 
to  free  speech  and  free  press 
has  long  been  the  rally  cry  of 
liberal  elites  who  use  it  to  jus- 
tify their  right  to  riot,  picket, 
and  yell  slurs  at  conservative 
speakers  like  Ann  Coulter. 

However,  consider  what 
kind  of  treatment  a  college 
conservative  would  get  if  he  or 
she  ever  protested  a  Michael 


Moore  speech.  I  don't  know 
about  you,  but  I  can  here  the 
ACLU  lawyers  on  the  phone 
already. 

Being  a  college  conserva- 
tive isn't  an  easy  cross  to  bear. 


lecture. 

The  presentation  was 
good  until  the  lowly  college 
conservative  met  the  paranoid 
liberal  on  home  turf  Then,  it 
happened:  she  attacked. 


"/  wonder  how  liberals  would  feel 
if  their  ideas  were  the  ones  getting 
smashed  down  and  attacked  during 
class  lectures,  in  the  campus  media, 
and  even  in  leadership  seminars, " 


Liberals  accuse  us  of  being 
too  controversial,  too  closed- 
minded,  and  too  opinionated. 

1  wonder  how  liberals 
would  feel  if  their  ideas  were 
the  ones  getting  smashed 
down  and  attacked  during 
class  lectures,  in  the  campus 
media,  and  even  in  leadership 
seminars. 

On  October  1 6  I  attended 
a  leadership  seminar  in  which 
Maura  Cullen,  an  articulate, 
initially  funny,  and  outwardly 
liberal  woman  gave  the  guest 


"What  campus  groups 
are  you  involved  in?"  asked 
Cullen.  "The  WNEC  Repub- 
licans," responded  the  student. 
Cullen  cracked  a  sarcastic 
smile,  and,  knowing  she  was 
among  like-minds,  quipped, 
"Oh,  so  that's  why  you're  sit- 
ting all  alone." 

Besides  the  obvious  irony 
that  a  leadership  speaker  dem- 
onstrated, in  that  moment,  a 
pathetic  lack  of  leadership,  the 
real  outrage  is  that  Cullen  is 
paid  to  come  back  year  after 


year  to  speak  to  future  grant 
recipients. 

Cullen  preaches  exactly 
the  opposite  of  what  she  dem- 
onstrates. But  don't  take  my 
word  for  it;  I'll  let  her  hy- 
pocrisy speak  for  herself  The 
following  excerpt  is  from  her 
website,  www.mauracuUen. 
com 

"The  cultural  divide  be- 
nveen  conservatives  and  liber- 
als continues  to  widen  in  this 
country.  Our  ability  to  com- 
municate becomes  a  critical 
weapon  in  dismantling  esca- 
lating tensions. 

"Whether  confronting  of- 
fensive language/Jokes  or  dif- 
ferences in  values  at  home  or 
work... This  program  provides 
participants  with  knowledge 
of  communication  traps,  how 
to  avoid  them  and  what  tools 
to  put  in  their  place.  " 

So  good  job,  Maura,  on 
"dismantling  those  tensions" 
and  not  cracking  any  "offen- 
sive jokes."  I'm  sure  it  really 
helped  to  bridge  the  "cultural 


divide  between  conservatives 
and  liberals"  at  WNEC. 

The  bottom  line  here  is 
that  the  college  environment  is 
supposed  to  be  set  up  to  culti- 
vate new  ideas  and  encourage 
diversity.  But  it  seems  to  only 
be  true  if  it  doesn't  include  po- 
litical diversity.  So  1  ask  you, 
is  that  really  what  "diversity" 
in  college  should  be  all  about? 

I  submit  this  question  to 
you,  the  students  of  WNEC, 
for  your  critique  or  approval, 
knowing  that  at  this  very  mo- 
ment, some  paranoid  liberal 
will  ignore  the  atrocities  of  his 
own  brethren  and  write  a  letter 
to  the  editor  of  The  Westerner 
asking  to  censor  my  speech. 
By  now  I've  come  to  expect 
it,  but  that  doesn't  mean  that  I 
have  to  accept  it. 

Contrary  to  popular  be- 
lief around  campus,  the  first 
amendment  to  the  constitution 
isn't  just  for  liberals. 


Tell  us  what  you  think  at: 
thewesternersn@yahoo.  com 


Playing  in  Traffic 


■Crystal  Katsouleris 

Assistant  Editor 


vantage  of  this  right  to  a  certain  extent. 
While  visiting  relatives  in  Greece  six 
years  ago,  I  learned  to  appreciate  that 
pedestrian  right-of-way  when  watching 
the  names  of  the  victims  of  pedestrian 
and  moped  injuries  and  deaths  listed 
off  on  the  Greek  news  every  night. 

There  is  a  line  to  be  drawn,  how- 
ever, on  the  rights  of  pedestrians  any- 
where. 

I  have  actually  seen  incredible 
things  happen  in  front  of  my  car  while 
trying  to  drive  past  the  AHLC.  These 
range  from  minor  transgressions,  such 
as  a  car  stopped  in  the  middle  of  the 
road  to  talk  to  someone  who  was  cross- 
ing the  street  for  five  fiill  minutes,  to 
ftill  gymnastic  routines  preventing  me 
from  getting  back  to  my  apartment  in 
Evergreen  for  twenty  minutes. 

Despite  the  sarcasm,  1 
feel  my  argument  is  valid. 
All  that  I  ask  for  are  these 
simple  common  courtesies: 
don't  stand  in  front  of  my 
car,  don't  stop  traffic  for 
more  than  a  minute  in  front 
of  my  car,  and  don't  walk  in 
the  middle  of  the  road.  This 
school  has  paid  good  money 
to  give  students,  faculty,  and 

staff  some  beautiftil  side- 
While  pedestrians  do  have  the  right  of  way,  student.s        „  ,l  _| 

,     , .      ,  r  t  ■     I  waiKs.  use  tnem! 

may  be  takmg  advantage  of  this  rule  on  campus. 


Have  you  ever  played  in  traffic 
before?  I  believe  that  many  people 
on  this  campus  have  played,  walked, 
sauntered,  and  stood  in  the  middle  of 
the  road;  usually  in  front  of  my  car 
while  I'm  trying  to  get  from  point  A  to 
point  B. 

Many  of  you  know  what  I'm  talk- 
ing about:  you're  driving  back  from 
a  long  day  filled  with  classes  and  an 
internship  only  to  be  delayed  by  three 
people  who  decided  to  have  a  presiden- 
tial debate  in  the  middle  of  the  road. 

In  this  beautifijl  country  called 
America,  pedesfrians  have  the  right- 
of-way... unless  they  run  out  in  front  of 
traffic.  !  don't  mind  people  taking  ad- 


LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 

1  would  like  to  respond  to  two  student  comments  printed  in  the  Nov  14  Western- 
er. "[0]utside  users  should  not  be  able  to  use  the  library.  They  are  using  resources  that 
WNEC  students  pay  for  and  are  taking  a  computer  away  from  a  student ..."  and  "[WNEC 
should]  limit  access  to  the  community  further;  my  tuition  funds  the  library  not  them." 

The  first  question  I  would  have  is,  does  anyone  on  campus  know  how  much  ta.\ 
revenue  Springfield  loses  because  the  college's  215  acres  and  all  its  buildings  are  tax 
exempt?  It  actually  is  possible  to  measure  the  value  of  our  property  down  at  the  city 
assessor's  office  but  let's  propose  a  gross  estimate  of  $20  million.  At  last  year's  business 
tax  rate  of  3.191%  this  means  that  Springfield  taxpayers  lost  at  least  $638,000  due  to  our 
college's  tax-exempt  status. 

My  second  question  is.  does  the  college  not  accept  anyone  who  receives  federal 
work-study  money,  guaranteed  student  loans,  and  Pell  grants?  Does  every  student  pay 
top  dollar  tuition  with  no  help  from  any  government  agency?  In  fact,  according  to  the 
financial  aid  office,  this  year  the  college  is  receiving  approximately  $  1 8  million  in  federal 
and  state  aid  to  subsidize  undergraduate  education  here. 

Because  our  college  sits  on  prime  tax  exempt  real  estate  and  because  our  students 
have  access  to  grants  from  governmental  agencies  and  loans  guaranteed  by  the  govern- 
ment, it  is  quite  wrong  to  claim  that  outsiders  do  not  pay  for  the  things  we  use  and  value 
here  at  the  college.  Ifall  those  taxpayer  supports  disappeared,  tuition  would  have  to  be 
raised  $7,700  per  undergraduate  student  in  order  to  make  up  the  difference.  Thus,  all  of 
Western  New  England  College,  not  just  the  library,  is  parfialty  paid  for  by  taxpayers. 

Focusing  specifically  on  the  library  we  should  remember  it  was  built  with  donated 
fimds,  and  everyone  who  donated  those  fimds  got  a  federal  income  tax  deduction.  I  hope 
the  selfishness  and  ignorance  demonstrated  by  the  two  above  quotes  are  not  representa- 
tive of  our  student  body  in  general. 

-Micbael  Meeropol,  Department  of  Economics 

The  article  to  which  you  are  referring  ("Students  Take  Issue  with  Libraiy  Guests,  " 
November  14)  presented  a  number  of opinions  on  library  usage  from  various  .sources.  An- 
other student  is  quoted  in  the  article  as  being  supportive  ofnon-  WNEC  use  of  the  library 
for  research  and  academic  purpo.ses.  To  answer  your  question,  one  can  deduce  that  the 
two  quotes  you  mentioned  are  not  representative  of  ifie  entire  student  population. 

Your  letter  presents  some  good  points  to  consider  but  as  far  as  your  judgemental 
comments  are  concerned,  we  're  disappointed  that  a  profes.wr  would  stoop  to  such  levels. 
Hopefidly.  your  altitude  is  not  indicative  of  thai  of  the  entire  WNEC faculty.  Keep  in  mind 
that  everyone,  yourself  included,  is  etUitled  to  fits  or  her  own  opinion.  We  hope  that  you  11 
show  a  bit  more  maturity  and  respect  in  the  future  by  not  dismissing  .student  opinions  that 
differ  from  your  own  as  displays  of  "sel/tshness  and  ignorance.  " 

-Jonathan  O'Hara.  Editor  in  Chief   
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PUZZLES 


King  Crossword 


ACROSS 

1  "Monty 

Python" 

opener 
4  Happy 

companion? 
7  Active  ones 

12  Modern 

1 3  Carte  lead-in 

14  GoosebuHDp 
inducing 

15  Meadow 

16  Period 

18  $  dispenser 

19  Chris  of 
tennis  lore 

20  Genius 

22  Actor 
Wallach 

23  Philippine 
knife 

27  Mess  up 
29  Guardian 
31  People  bend 
over  bacl<- 
ward  to  do  it 

34  Croc's  cousin 

35  Breastbones 

37  A  few 
centimes 

38  Information 

39  Roscoe 
41  Lawless 

character 


45  Staghorn,  for 
example 

47  Fleur-de — 

48  Schedule 

52  Performance 

53  Japanese 
verse 

54  Cover 

55  Nevertheless, 
briefly 

56  Finished 

57  Away  from 
WSW 

58  Alway 

DOWN 

1  Acquired 
relative 

2  Saw  parts 

3  Pundit 

4  Calendar  info 

5  Dickens- 
based 
musical 

6  Ship  of  the 
desert 

7  Skilled 

8  the  fields 
we  go" 

9  Geological 
speil 

10  Edge 

1 1  Witness 
17  Actor 


Estrada 
21  Horse  behind 
bars? 

23  Suitors 

24  Make  up 
your  mind 

25  Writer 
Buscaglia 

26  Hockey 
legend 

28  Director 
Howard 

30  Id  partner 

31  Hallucinogen 

32  Call-day  link 

33  Encountered 

36  Water,  in 
Oaxaca 

37  Dzhugashvili's 
alias 

40  Mosey 

42  Cheer  up 

43  Bust  location 

44  Knickerbocker 
Hotel  builder 

45  Poker  variety 

46  Relinquish 

48  Commonest 
English  word 

49  Author 
Fleming 

50  Central 

51  —  out  a 
living 


1 

2 

3  1 

12 

15 

18 

20 

48 

49 

50 

51 

53 

- 

56 

43 

44 

55 

58 

Puzzle  1 


Puzzle  2 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 


3 

1 

4 

8 

2 

5 

7 

9 

2 

6 

8 

7 

8 

5 

1 

3 

6 

7 

1 

8 

7 

3 

4 

9 

2 

1 

1 

5 

6 

7 

PlaoB  a  nwHOe*  in  itie  e^ply  botes  in  5UCf>  a  Wffy 
thai  oocn  raw  acrosv  eacti  column  Oofin  ws  oach 
email  9-box  square  oonielris  a"  a(  the 
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Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Ttiistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


^  Moderaie   *  •  Crauengir^ 
•  •  *  HOO  80Y! 


©  2iW  King  Fcalurcs  SyiuJ..  Inc. 


Proven  Techniques 
Comprehensive  Materials 
Expert  Instructors 
Personal  Attention 
Guaranteed  Results 


The 

Princeton 
Review 


GMAT 

GRE 

LSAT 

MCAT 

Classroom,  Online,  Tutoring 


RAISE  YOUR  SCORE  WITHPROVEN  TEST-TAKING  STRATEGIES. 


www.PrincetonReview.com  •  800-2Review 
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Nick  Langner's  Christmas  Movie  Wish  List 


THE  BEST 

It's  a  Wonderful  Life 


t 


This  film,  released  in  1 947.  has  stood  the  test  of  time  as  one  of  the  definitive 
Christmas  classics.  Starring  James  Stewart  as  George  Bailey,  this  film  tells  the 
tale  of  a  man  who  faces  bankruptcy  and  suicide.  With  the  help  of  the  angel  Clar- 
ence {Henry  Travers),  George  is  shown  that  his  life  wasn't  really  a  failure,  and 
that  he  means  a  lot  to  many  people.  Most  of  the  story  takes  place  close  to  Christ- 
mas, and  thus  this  film  is  often  televised  and  watched  during  the  winter  holidays. 
This  film  is  considered  a  classic  and  one  of  the  most  inspirational  American  films 
ever  made,  and  has  received  many  awards  since  its  release  sixty  years  ago. 

Elf 

Opening  in  2003,  Elf  ended 
up  setting  a  new  standard  for 
Christmas  movies.  This  film 
tells  the  story  of  Buddy  (Will 
Ferrell),  a  human  adopted  by  ^ 
Santa  Claus  as  an  infant  and 
raised  as  an  elf.  Once  he  reach- 
es adulthood.  Buddy  travels  to 
New  York  City  in  order  to  find 
his  real  father.  Various  misad- 
ventures ensue  in  this  humorous 
holiday  tale,  which  has  become 
a  favorite  Christmas  movie  of  many  since  its  debut.  If  you  haven't  seen  Elf  yet, 
I  highly  recommend  it. 

A  Christmas  Story 

This  is  my  favorite  Christmas  movie,  and  one  of  the  most  popular  holiday 
films  of  all  time.  Though  it  premiered  in  1 983,  A  Christmas  Story  is  still  playing  on 
television  almost  constantly  in  December  and  DVD  releases  of  this  film  continue 
to  sell  well.  This  movie  revolves  around  Ralphie  Parker  (Peter  Billingsley)  eager- 
ly awaiting  Christmas,  when  he  hopes  to  receive  a  Red  Ryder  BB  gun  despite  nu- 
merous warnings  that  he'll  shoot  his  eye  out  should  he  lay  his  hands  on  one.  Other 

I  humorous  subplots 
occur  throughout 
this  classic  Christ- 
mas film,  many  of 
which  have  been 
referenced  or  paro- 
died many  times 
over  the  years.  If 
it's  Christmas  time, 
I  then   you  should 
watch  A  Christmas 
I  Story  at  least  once 
I  before  the  holiday 
is  over. 


THE  WORST 

Black  Christmas 


Weekly  Campus  Ministry  Events 


Morning  Meditations,  Tues.  at  8  a.m.  -  Bear's  Den 
Havurah  Schmooze,  Tues.  at  noon  -  CCS 
CathoHc  Luncheon,  Tues.  at  12:30  -  CCS 
Cornerstone  Christian  Fellowship,  Tues.  at  9  p.m.  -  Bear's  Den 
Roman  Catholic  Mass,  Sun.  at  7  p.m.  -  Sleith  100 

Campus  Ministry  Contact  Info: 
Rabbi  Jerome  Gurland,  Sheila  Hannifan:  782-1628 
Pastor  Dan  Nicewonger:  dnicewon@wnec.edu 
Louise  Ingram:  lingram@wnec.edu 
Fr.  John  McDonagh:  j.mcdonagh@diospringfield.org 


As  L.A.  Weekly  columnist  Nikki  Finke  stated,  "Just  how  many  disturbed 
human  beings  does  The  Weinstein  Company  and  MGM  think  actually  want  to 
go  see  a  gory  movie  on  December  25th?"  Black  Christmas  was  released  on  De- 
cember 25,  2006.  It's  a  typical  "psycho  killing  teenage-girls"  horror,  but  with  a 
Christmas  theme  (many  of  the  killings  are  done  with  Christmas  ornaments,  and 
the  story  takes  place  on  Christmas  Eve).  Rated  R  for  strong  horror,  violence,  and 
gore,  as  well  as  sexuality,  nudity,  and  coarse  language.  Black  Chri.stmas  offended 
a  number  of  Christian  groups  due  to  its  nature,  though  its  producers  claimed  it 
was  meant  as  counter-programming  for  the  regular  material.  Not  surprisingly,  the 
film  received  harsh  criticism,  poor  reviews,  and  bombed  at  the  box  office,  with 
viewers  preferring  the  successilil  Night  at  the  Museum.  The  Pursuit  of  Happy- 
ness.  and  Rocky  Balboa  over  this  Christmas  catastrophe. 

Puppet  Master  vs.  Demonic  Toys 
This  movie  initially  appeared  on  the  Sci-Fi  channel  in  2004,  which  alone 
says  enough  about  its  quality.  In  Puppet  Master  vs.  Demonic  Toys,  puppet  maker 
Robert  Toulon  (Corey  Feldman)  brings  his  puppets  to  life  using  the  magic  secrets 
of  his  ancestor,  the  legendary  puppet  master  Andre  Toulon.  However,  these  dolls 
are  purchased  by  a  sinister  toy-making  company  that  intends  to  use  the  secrets  to 
make  their  own  line  of  toys  into  killers  on  Christmas  Eve.  Ending  in  an  epic  battle 
between  misshapen  puppets,  goofy  evil  toys  (including  the  terrifying  Baby  Oop- 
sie!),  the  forces  of  good,  and  a  demon  dressed  up  as  Santa  Claus,  Puppet  Master 
vs.  Demonic  Toys  is  so  awful  it's  hilarious,  i  doubt  it  will  ever  be  considered  a 
Christmas  classic. 

'        Santa  Claus  Conquers  the  Martians 

1  somehow  managed  not  to  shut  the  movie  off  just  watching  the  opening 
credits  and  listening  to  the  insanity-inducing  intro  music,  and  was  just  barely 
able  to  sit  through  81  minutes  of  nonsense.  It's  no  wonder  that  Santa  Claus  Con- 
quers the  Martians  is  rated  as  one  of  the  worst  movies  of  all  time.  The  acting  is 
so  dismal  that  if  Martians  existed,  they'd  go  to  war  with  us  over  their  portrayal  in 
this  film.  It  teaches  kids  not  to  be  afraid  of  weird  men  with  guns,  and  that  getting 
kidnapped  isn't  always  a  bad  thing.  The  plot  is  simple:  Martians  kidnap  Santa 
Claus  so  that  their  children  will  | 
be  happy.  It  looks  like  Earth  | 
will  be  without  Christmas,  ( 
while  all  the  Martian  kids  get 
toys  and  such  with  Santa  now 
residing  on  Mars.  However,  a  I 
disgruntled  Martian  plans  to  [ 
usurp  his  leader  by  kidnapping  I 
Santa.  Luckily,  the  village  idiot  1 
decides  to  be  the  Martian  Santa  I 
Claus.  and  foils  the  bad  guys'  I 
plans.  The  worst  fight  scenes  I 
of  all  lime  follow  (the  part  with 

the  kids  battling  the  bad  guy  boss  is  probably  the  most  awfiil  two  minutes  in  the 
history  of  cinema),  and  everyone  lives  happily  ever  after,  except 
for  the  viewer,  who  gels  to  watch  a  karaoke  version  of  the  atro- 
cious theme  song  instead  of  end  credits.  The  only  good  thing  1 
can  say  about  this  nightmare  is  thai  it  might  be  better  than  the 
upcoming  Alvin  and  the  Chipmunks  movie.  Santa  Clans  Con- 
quers the  Martians  is  easily  the  worst  Christmas  film  ever.  It  isn't 
worth  its  bargain-bin  price;  only  ~ 
watch  it  if  you're  a  masochist. 
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SPORTS 


Red  Sox  Offseason 


Courtney  Walsh 

Staff  Writer 


In  the  New  England  region  it 
seems  like  sports  can't  get  any  better 
than  they  are  now. 

The  Patriots  are  undefeated,  the 
Bruins  are  showing  some  potential, 
and  the  Cehics  are  looking  dominant 
for  the  first  time  in  years. 

Then,  if  course,  The  Red  Sox  are 
World  Champions,  but  how  could  we 
have  forgotten?  Now  that  the  Sox  sea- 
son is  officially  over  and  talks  and  ne- 
gotiations have  begun  to  take  place,  it 
looks  like  another  great  year  is  in  the 
making  for  the  Red  Sox. 

With  the  contract  extensions  of 
Curt  Schilling  and  Mike  Lowell,  the 
rotation  and  the  lineup  looks  to  be  top 
notch.  That  leaves  general  manager 
Theo  Epstein  trying  to  land  a  mega- 
deal  by  signing  Twins  star  Johan  San- 
tana. 

However,  it  may  not  seem  that  af- 
ter such  a  remarkable  season  the  Red 
Sox  need  him,  right? 

Wrong,  Santana  has  proven  that 
he  is  one  of  the  most  dominant  pitchers 


in  the  game.  At  the  age  of  28  Santana 
won  the  Cy  Young  Award  in  2004  and 
received  a  gold  glove  this  past  season. 
Santana  also  has  a  career  3.33  ERA, 
has  pitched  in  251  games,  and  has  a 
93-44  record. 

What  would  it  take  for  the  Red 
Sox  to  land  this  deal?  There  have  been 
talks  of  trading  the  lefty  John  Lester 
and  either  Coco  Crisp  or  Jacoby  Ells- 
bury. 

The  loss  of  Lester  would  not  hurt 
the  Red  Sox  in  the  long  run.  Yes  he  is 
a  good  pitcher,  but  there  is  no  need  to 
have  two  lefty  pitchers  in  one  rotation. 

Now  if  it  came  down  to  either 
Crisp  or  Ellsbury.  I  think  that  after  the 
postseason  Red  Sox  Nation  would  like 
to  see  Ellsbury  stay  due  to  his  clutch 
performance  as  a  rookie.  Ellsbury  is  a 
three  dimensional  player  as  opposed 
to  Crisp  who  struggled  at  the  plate  this 
postseason. 

With  the  loss  of  these  players,  ac- 
quiring Santana  is  better  for  the  team 
in  the  end.  This  is  likely  Schilling's 
last  season,  and  Santana  can  easily  be- 
come the  new  face  of  the  Sox.  next  to 
Beckett,  Ramirez,  and  Ortiz,  for  years 
to  come. 


WNEC  Wrestling 
Becoming  a  Powerhouse 


Brian  Baum 

Staff  Writer 


WNEC  wrestling  has  become 
a  force  to  be  reckoned  with.  A  new 
coaching  staff  and  a  lot  of  young  new 
wrestlers  have  brought  inspiration  and 
determination  to  this  club. 

Anibal  Nieves  of  Agawam  was 
named  the  new  wrestling  coach  at 
Western  New  England  College  by  Ath- 
letics Director  Mike  Theulen  on  Au- 
gust 21,  2007.  He  succeeds  Jeff  Peter- 
son, who  held  the  position  for  the  past 
three  years. 

A  native  of  Aquadilla,  Puerto 
Rico.  Nieves  previously  served  as  the 
wrestling  coach  at  American  Interna- 
tional College  and  assistant  wrestling 
coach  at  Springfield  Technical  Com- 
munity College. 

When  asked  about  how  the  team 
is  responding  to  its  new  coach,  junior 
wrestler  Ryan  Komich  stated,  "Coach 
Nieves  brings  a  lot  of  knowledge  to 
the  sport,  and  a  lot  of  coaching  back- 
ground. He 


Bruins  Report 


5TSTRAVEL.COM 


Chris  Townsend 

Staff  Writer 


On  November  26,  the  Bruins 
played  their  first  game  against  Philadel- 
phia since  the  quesfionable  hit  on  cen- 
ter Patrice  Bergeron.  Late  in  the  second 
period,  the  Flyers'  Scott  Hartneil  came 
cross-ice  and  hit  Bruins'  defenseman 
Andrew  Alberts  in  the  head  with  his  el- 
bow, causing  Alberts  to  smack  his  head 
into  the  dasher  board. 


Alberts  was  able  to  skate 
off  the  ice  with  help  from  his 
teammates.  He  sustained  non- 
concussive  head  injuries  and  is 
listed  day-to-day.  Scott  Hart- 
neil has  been  suspended  for  two 
games,  the  fourth  suspension 
given  to  a  Flyer  for  a  question- 
able hit  this  season. 

The  Bruins  are  currently 
13-9-2,  sitting  at  third  in  the 
Northeast  Division. 


Join  Ameriia's  #1 
Sfvdeirt  TourOperafor 
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works  well  with 
the  athletes  to 
suit  all  of  their 
needs,  as  well 
as  adding  new 
skills  to  the 
skills  the  wres- 
tlers already 
have."  Along 
with  coaching 
WNEC  wres- 
tling. Coach 
Nieves  still  re- 
mains the  head 
coach  and  di- 


rector of  the  New  England  Ail-Stars 
Wrestling  Club. 

Coach  Nieves  made  a  successful 
debut  as  the  WNEC  wrestling  coach 
when  his  Golden  Bears  rallied  for  a 
thrilling  20-18  victory  over  city  rival 
Division  II  AlC  in  the  season  opener 
Wednesday  night  (Nov.  7)  at  the  Alum- 
ni Healthful  Living  Center.  Senior  co- 
captain  Brandon  Hayes  {Watertown, 
NY,  197  pounds)  and  junior  Mike 
LaBeef  (Pomfret,  CT.  heavyweight) 
each  won  their  respective  matches  in 
overtime  as  WNEC  came  back  from  an 
18-13  deficit. 

Senior  Nick  Newell  (Milford, 
CT,  157)  pinned  his  Yellow  Jackets' 
opponent  in  2:06  to  give  the  hosts  a 
13-9  lead.  Sophomores  Scott  Rowen 
(Lancaster,  PA,  133)  and  Nick  Watson 
(West  Granby,  CT.  149)  also  won  their 
matches. 

In  the  first  match  of  the  evening. 
Western  New  England  College  tied 
the  UMass  Amherst  club  team  23-23. 
Freshman  Chris  Malenfant  (Bristol, 
CT,  125)  had  a  pin.  Junior  wrestler 
Ryan  Komich  states,  "The  first  tourna- 
ment went  well  for  being  a  newer  team 
with  a  newer  coach.  It's  a  good  start  to 
a  rebuilding  year." 

It  was  a  long,  but  exciting  night  of 
wrestling  with  the  WNEC-AIC  match 
ending  a  few  minutes  after  midnight. 
Both  teams  were  on  their  feet  cheering 
for  their  team  as  the  final  match  con- 
cluded. 

In  the  end,  the  Golden  Bears 
emerged  victorious  and  celebrated  in 
the  locker  room  by  singing  and  danc- 
ing to  the  "It's  Peanut  Butter  Jelly 
Time"  song. 


UPCOMING  FALL  SPORTS  SCHEDULES  ^ 

Home  Gaines  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  a  "c" 

MEN'S  ICE  HOCKEY 

MEN'S  BASKETBALL 

12/04 

Tut 

Framingham  State  College 

7:10  PM 

12/04  Tue 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 

8:00  PM  . 

12/05 

Wed 

Becker  College 

8:35  PM 

12/08  Sat 

Bridgewater  State  College 

1:00  PM  ■ 

01/05  Sat 

Massachusetts  College  of  Liberal  Arts 

1:00  PM  -M 

t 

01/08  Tue 

Union  College 

7:00  PM  1 

WOMEN'S  SWIMMING 

01/10  Thu 

Westfield  State  College 

7:30  PM  m 

I2/O8 

SAT 

TCCC  Championship 

9:00  AM 

01/12  Sat 

Curry  College  c 

3:00  PM  1 

i 

01/15  Tue 

Roger  Williams  University  c 

7:30  PM  I 

MEN'S  WRESTLING 

WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 

12/08 

Sat 

University  of  Southern  Maine 

Noon 

12/05  Wed 

Fitchburg  State  College 

7:00  PM  1 

12/08 

Sat 

Roger  Williams  University 

Noon 

12/07  Fri 

Castleton  State  College 

7:00  PM  * 

12/08 

Sat 

Plymouth  State  University 

Noon 

01/05  Sat 

Mount  Holyoke  College 

7:00  PM 

01/09 

Wed 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute 

6:00  PM 

01/10  Thu 

Bridgewater  State  College 

6:00  PM 

01/13 

Sun 

Plymouth  State  Invitational 

10:00  AM 

01/12  Sat 

Curry  College  c 

1:00  PM 

01/15  Tue 

Roger  Williams  University  c 

5:30  PM 
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WNEC  Increases  Security  with  New  Gates 


Ten  ence  Edwards 

/Vt'u  .v  Editor 

Four  of  the  entrances  into 
WNEC  were  gated  over  this 
past  winter  break. 

"The  gates  are  up  and 
not  going  away,"  said  Public 
Safety  Chief  Adam  Woodrow 
in  a  formal  announcement  to 
Student  Senate.  "This  is  not 
something  new  or  something 
that  should  stir  up  fear  about 
control.  It's  about  safety." 

The  East  Lot  entrance 
located  near  the  D'Amour  Li- 
brary, the  WNEC  Law  School 
entrance,  the  horseshoe  en- 
trance by  Herman  Hall,  and 
the  Evergreen  entrance  were 
all  gated.  None  of  these  gates 
have  been  closed  yet,  but  they 
w  ill  begin  closing  between 
I2;i5  a.m.  and  12:30  a.m.  and 


opening  at  6  a.m.  every  day  of 
the  week  beginning  on  Febru- 
ary 4. 

The  gates'  hours  of  op- 
eration were  decided  upon 
by  a  committee  that  includ- 
ed faculty,  the  WNEC  Law 
School's  Student  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, and  Student  Senate 
members  Samantha  Bashaw, 
Katie  Slepeck,  and  Margarita 
Pantoja.  said  Student  Senate 
Secretary  Samantha  Bashaw. 

Local  vendors,  ambu- 
lance services,  and  the  Spring- 
field Fire  Department  were 
also  given  the  chance  to  help 
decide  on  the  gates'  operations 
as  well,  said  Woodrow.  The 
new  gates  are  part  of  a  larger 
campaign  to  better  secure  the 
WNEC  campus. 

In  addition,  the  horseshoe 
exit  located  near  Emerson  and 


New  gates,  like  ihis 
entrances  over 


one  next  to  Herman  Hall,  were  installed  at  four 
winter  break.  Photo  by  Terrence  Edwards. 


the  construction  gate  behind 
WNEC  Law  School  will  be 
grassed  over,  said  Assistant 
Vice  President  for  Marketing 
Communications  Stephen  A. 
Roulier.  This  is  in  accordance 


with  a  deal  made  between 
WNEC  and  the  City  of  Spring- 
field. When  the  traffic  light  in 
front  of  the  Welcome  Center 
was  installed,  WNEC  agreed 
Continued  on  page  2 


Actor  Heath  Ledger 
Dies  at  Age  28 


Ryan  Kravontka 

Staff  Writer 

Actor  Heath  Ledger  was 
found  dead  Tuesday.  January 
22  of  an  apparent  drug  over- 
dose in  his  Manhattan  apart- 
ment. New  York  Police  said. 
The  star  of  Brokehack  Moun- 
tain and  the  upcoming  Batman 
movie  The  Dark  Knight  was 
only  28  years  old. 

An  autopsy  conducted  the 
morning  after  his  death  was 
inconclusive,  and  a  determina- 
tion of  his  cause  of  death  will 
take  another  10-14  days  said 
a  medical  examiner's  spokes- 
person. 

Two  police  officials,  who 
requested  not  to  be  named,  said 
six  types  of  prescription  drugs, 
including  pills  to  treat  anxiety 
and  insomnia  were  found  in 
the  apartment,  according  to  the 
Associated  Press  (AP). 

Ledger  told  the  New  York 
Times  a  few  days  before  his 
death,  "Last  week,  I  probably 
slept  an  average  of  two  hours 
a  night." 

Ledger  had  just  finished 


filming  for  a  movie  in  Lon- 
don and  had  flown  home  a  few 
nights  before.  A  publicist  told 
the  AP  that  Ledger  had  been 
suffering  from  the  flu  and  was 
prescribed  antibiotics  during 
his  time  in  London. 

Another  actor  in  the  film. 
Christopher  Plummer.  told  En- 
tertainment Weekly  that  Led- 
ger had  a  "terrible,  lingering 
bug  in  London  and  he  couldn't 
sleep  at  all." 

As  the  days  unfold,  more 
information  is  emerging  about 
the  moments  leading  up  to  the 
Continued  on  page  2 


Photo  courtesy  of 
'w.  upload  moldova.org. 


e2Campus  Reaches 
Students 


Meghan  Rose 

Staff  Writer 


January  14,  a  day  which 
was  supposed  to  be  the  first 
day  of  spring-semester  classes 
at  WNEC,  ended  up  being  an 
unexpected  snow  day. 

Around  5:30  a.m.  cell 
phones  across  campus  were 
ringing  with  incoming  text 
messages  from  the  e2Campus 
messaging  and  alert  system. 
The  message  said  that  the 
campus  was  closed  for  the  day 
due  to  the  significant  amount 
of  snow  that  fell  the  previous 
night  into  that  morning. 

Many  students  are  signed 
up  for  this  alert  system,  most 
being  able  to  access  it  from  the 
MyWNEC  home  page.  This 
ensures  that  every  student  who 
has  signed  up  for  this  program 
receives  important  notifica- 
tions. 

e2Campus  was  also  put 
into  use  the  Thursday  before 
winter  break.  Snow  was  once 
again  a  factor  in  this  alert.  Stu- 
dents were  informed  that  the 
campus  would  be  closed  at  3 


p.m.  and  finals  would  be  re- 
scheduled for  Friday. 

Many  of  the  students  like 
the  messaging  system  for  its 
convenience  of  receiving  a 
text  message  instead  of  log- 
ging onto  the  MyWNEC  home 
page  in  the  morning. 

Freshman  Samantha 
Bruchbacher  said,  "It  was  re- 
ally convenient  to  just  wake 
up  and  check  my  phone  in  the 
morning  instead  of  wondering 
whether  we  had  class  or  not 
that  day." 

This  seems  to  be  the  gen- 
eral consensus  among  most  of 
the  students  at  WNEC.  wheth- 
er they  are  upperclassmen  or 
freshmen. 

Freshman  Katharina 
Boes  stated,  "I  wasn't  really 
sure  how  the  whole  messaging 
system  worked,  but  it's  a  great 
idea  to  have  a  general  message 
go  out  to  alert  all  of  the  stu- 
dents if  something  comes  up." 

This  seems  to  be  a  very 
successftil  system  that  the  col- 
lege has  developed.  This  leap 
towards  technology  seems  to 
be  running  smoothly.  


2  •  lanuary  30,  2008  •  The  Westerner 


NEWS 


STAFF 


Editor  in  Chief 

Jonathan  O'Hara 

Assistant  Editor 

Krystal  Katsouleris 

News  Editor 

Terrence  Edwards 

Copy  Editor 

Sherri  Huang 

Staff  Writers 

Brian  Baum 
Canio  Carlucci 
Matthew  Caron 
Anthony  Delmonico 
Amanda  Ebel 
Sara  Flynn 
William  Gilleran 
Christopher  Howe 
Ryan  Kravontka 
Nick  Langner 

Jeff  Lee 
Brian  Michaud 
Anna-Gaye  Martin 
Michelle  O'Shepa 
Shannon  Rajala 

Stuart  Rice 
Meghan  Rose 
Cory  Scrio 
Diana  Sigona 
Chris  Townsend 

Layout/Design 

L'Erin  Carmode 
Tiffany  Gray 

Advisor 
Ian  Martin 

Comments? 
Suggestions? 
Angry  letters? 
Please  e-mail: 
thewesternersn 
@yahoo.com 


The  opinions  printed  in 
this  paper  do  not  necessar- 
ily represent  the  views  of 
The  Westerner.  The  West- 
erner reserves  the  right  to 
reject  or  correct  any  article, 
letter,  classified  ad,  or  ad- 
vertisement due  to  space 
limitations,  grammar,  and 
content. 


WNEC:  Winter  Now  Evokes  Cancellation 


Brian  Michaud 

Staff  Writer 

Relax;  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  isn't  changing 
its  name.  I'm  referring  to  the 
WNEC  students  who  think  the 
acronym  stands  for  "We  Never 
Ever  Close." 

Well,  that  may  no  longer 
be  true  because  WNEC  has 
closed  quite  a  few  times  in 
recent  memory,  and  for  those 
juniors  and  seniors  out  there  it 
seems  crazy.  The  school  usu- 
ally braves  the  elements  and 
stays  open  through  rain,  sleet, 
snow,  earthquakes,  meteor 
showers,  you  name  it.  But  this 
trend  seems  to  have  changed. 

So  on  the  latest  day  olf 
from  classes,  what  did  some 
students  do  with  the  extra 
time?  Well,  if  you  live  in  Gate- 
way you  could  figure  out  what 
Matt  Cole,  Alex  Boutin,  Lionel 
Houle,  and  Adam  Crisafiilli 
did  with  their  free  time.  They 
decided  to  build  one  of  the 
biggest  snowmen  that  WNEC 


has  ever  seen.  The  directors 
of  the  movie  Cloverfield  hap- 
pened to  drive  by  our  school 
and  immediately  kicked  them- 
selves for  not  using  the  giant 
snow  creature  as  the  monster 
in  their  new  movie. 

From  a  giant  snowman 
to  a  giant  snow  mound;  Junior 
Craig  Valvo  and  his  friends 
went  outside  and  climbed  a 
huge  snow  mountain  created 
by  winter  plowing.  While  atop 
the  mountain,  Craig  and  his 
friends  defended  the  peak  sim- 
ilar to  the  way  that  Wolf  and 
Titan  defended  the  top  of  their 
pyramid  on  the  new  American 
Gladiators. 

"Playing  on  the  moun- 
tain was  a  nice  change  of  pace 
from  the  studious  environment 
that  students  usually  surround 
themselves  in,"  said  Valvo. 

But  maybe  you  were  like 
Junior  Chris  Hover  and  took  it 
as  just  another  day  off.  "I  just 
celebrated  the  Giants'  victory 
and  really  did  nothing,"  said 
Hover.  i 


With  no  homework  (o  attend  to,  students  found  creative  ways  to  pass 
the  time  on  the  January  14  snow  day.  Pictured  are  (from  left): 
Matt  Cole,  Alex  Boutin.  Adam  Crisafulli,  and  Lionel  Houle. 


"Gates"  continued 
to  reduce  the  number  of  en- 
trances leading  into  campus. 

A  new  road  from  Plym- 
outh to  the  East  Lot  will  be 
constructed  across  the  tundra 
(most  likely  along  the  edge  of 
Wilbraham  Road),  but  exact 
plans  have  not  been  decided 
upon,  said  Roulier. 

WNEC  plans  to  keep  the 
Evergreen  Gate  closed  at  all 
times,  except  during  athletic 
events,  commemorations,  and 
emergencies.  However,  it  has 
been  decided  that  this  gate 
will  remain  open  until  the  road 
connecting  the  Plymouth  Lot 
to  the  East  Lot  is  constructed, 
said  Roulier. 

Student  Senate  Griev- 
ance Representative  Lila  West 
reported  that  some  representa- 
tives of  the  Resident  Hall  As- 
sociation were  unhappy  with 
the  plans.  The  gate  and  the 
new  road  will  apparently  re- 
duce the  already  limited  num- 
ber of  parking  spaces  available 
to  Plymouth  residents.  Wood- 
row  understood  this  concern, 
but  said  it  would  be  an  incon- 
venience residents  would  have 
to  learn  to  live  with. 

An  additional  gate  in 
front  of  the  Welcome  Center 


is  being  planned  as  well.  The 
island  that  the  gate  sits  on  will 
be  much  larger  than  the  one  in 
Gateway.  This  will  allow  the 
school  to  build  a  booth  if  the 
school  feels  it  is  necessary, 
said  Woodrow. 

Woodrow  made  it  clear 
that  he  was  committed  to  gath- 
ering student  input  for  future 
projects  on  campus.  "When  I 
started  in  1 986,  the  dorms  were 
unlocked  24-7.  Then,  an  inci- 
dent occurred  and  we  had  to 
lock  them  up,"  he  said.  "Some 
of  the  changes  we  are  going  to 
make  will  become  routine  and 
we  want  your  input." 

WNEC  administrators 
hope  to  have  all  of  these  proj- 
ects completed  by  the  spring 
2009  semester,  said  Woodrow. 
Currently,  the  gates'  hours  of 
operation  are  temporary  and 
will  be  revised  at  the  start  of 
the  fall  2008  semester. 


"Ledger"  continued 
actor's  death. 

Ledger's  housekeeper 
arrived  at  the  apartment  at 
around  12:30  p.m.  She  saw  die 
actor  lying  face  down  with  the 
covers  pulled  over  his  shoul- 
ders and  heard  him  snoring, 
according  to  the  AP. 

Masseuse  Diana  Wolozin 
entered  the  apartment  at  about 
2:45  p.m.,  according  to  police. 
When  Ledger  didn't  come  out 
of  the  bedroom,  she  entered 
the  bedroom  and  set  up  the 
massage  table  near  his  bed. 

The  masseuse  shook 
Ledger,  but  he  was  unrespon- 
sive. She  then  placed  a  call  to 
Mary-Kate  Otsen  before  call- 
ing police  at  3:26  p.m.  While 
on  the  phone  with  dispatchers, 
Wolozin  performed  CPR  on 
Ledger  but  he  didn't  respond. 

Emergency  personnel  ar- 
rived seven  minutes  later,  ac- 


Join  us  for  a  Westerner  Meeting 


Tuesday  Nights  at  6  p.m.  in  Rivers  103 

Student  contributions  are  always  welcome. 
Tell  us  what  you  thinkt 
E-mail  thewesiernersn@yahoo.com 
Or  Join  The  Westerner  group  on  Facebook. 


cording  to  police,  where  they 
performed  CPR  and  used  a 
cardiac  defibrillator  on  Led- 
ger. After  all  efforts  failed. 
Ledger  was  pronounced  dead 
at  3:36  p.m. 

Police  tested  a  $20  bill 
found  in  the  room  of  Ledger's 
death  because  of  the  way  it  was 
folded.  It  yielded  no  positive 
results  of  illegal  substances, 

Ledger's  first  American 
film  was  the  1 999  teen  comedy 
!0  Things  I  Hate  About  You. 
After  that  he  was  cast  in  The 
Patriot  with  Mel  Gibson  in 
2000  and  starred  in  A  Knight's 
Tale  in  200 1 .  Ledger  had  plans 
to  be  a  full  feature-length  di- 
rector. He  had  already  directed 
a  handftil  of  music  videos,  in- 
cluding one  for  Ben  Harper, 
with  whom  Ledger  formed  a 
record  company. 

Terry  Gilliam,  director  of 
Ledger's  most  recent  project. 
The  Imaginarium  of  Doctor 
Parnassus  told  Variety  maga- 
zine last  month  that  "He's  go- 
ing to  be  a  much  better  direc- 
tor than  1  will  ever  be." 

Ledger's  latest  role  was 
that  of  the  Joker  in  the  new  in- 
stallment of  the  Batman  series, 
The  Dark  Knight.  The  film  is 
due  to  premiere  in  July. 
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Congressional  Hearing  on  Steroids  Creates  Controversy 


Brian  Baum 

Staff  Writer 


Congress,  once  again  taking  on 
baseball's  steroids  problem,  kept  the 
finger-pointing  and  tough  questioning 
to  a  minimum. 

Commissioner  Bud  Selig  and 
union  leader  Donald  Fehr  accepted  re- 
sponsibility for  the  sport's  drug  boom, 
and  the  author  of  the  Mitchell  Report 
defended  his  findings  in  the  same  hear- 
ing room  that  hosted  a  far  longer  and 
far  more  contentious  session  in  March 
2005. 

It  didn't  take  long  before  the  focus 
shifted  to  players  Tuesday.  The  hear- 
ing opened  with  word  that  Congress 
wanted  Miguel  Tejada,  the  2002  AL 
MVP,  investigated  for  lying  to  federal 
authorities. 

The  first  witness,  former  Senate 
Majority  Leader  George  Mitchell,  testi- 
fied he  believes  a  former  trainer's  alle- 
gations that  he  injected  seven-time  Cy 
Young  Award  winner  Roger  Clemens 
with  steroids  and  human  growth  hor- 
mone (HGH).  Selig  then  told  lawmak- 
ers that  Bonds'  San  Francisco  Giants 
should  have  reported  concerns  about 
the  home  run  king's  personal  trainer. 


The  four-hour  and  fifteen-minute 
session  before  the  House  Oversight  and 
Government  Reform  Committee  also 
exposed  what  might  be  the  latest  drugs 
abused  by  the  sport's  stars:  Ritalin  and 
Adderall,  stimulants  better  known  as 
treatments  for  hyperactive  individuals. 

Selig  and  Fehr  found  a  far  friend- 
lier audience  than  on  March  17,  2005, 
when  they  were  chastised  and  grilled 
by  the  same  committee  about  base- 
ball's lax  steroids  program.  That  11- 
hour  hearing  is  best  remembered  for 
Mark  McGwire's  infamous  and  oft- 
repeated  phrase,  "I'm  not  here  to  talk 
about  the  past,"  and  Rafael  Palmeiro's 
finger-wagging  denial  of  steroid  use 
only  months  before  failing  a  drug  test. 

'i'm  proud  of  the  progress  we've 
made.  I  never  delude  myself,  because  I 
know  there's  always  more  work  to  be 
done,"  Selig  said  after  Tuesday's  hear- 
ing. "But  when  you  think  of  where  we 
were  three  years  ago  [compared]  to 
where  we  are  ...  I  appreciated  the  re- 
sponse fi-om  them  today." 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  2005  hear- 
ing, baseball  and  the  union  agreed  to 
toughen  their  drug  policy,  including 
harsher  penalties,  more  testing,  and  a 
ban  on  amphetamines. 


In  his  opening  statement, 
Selig  vowed  to  do  more,  in- 
cluding testing  for  top  pros- 
pects before  the  amateur  draft. 
He  also  reiterated  a  willing- 
ness to  test  for  human  growth 
hormone  "when  a  valid,  com- 
mercially available  and  prac- 
tical test  for  HGH  becomes 
reality,  regardless  of  whether 
the  test  is  based  on  blood  or 
urine." 

Fehr,  in  turn,  said  the 
union  has  agreed  to  "allow 
players  to  be  suspended  for 
HGH  use  based  on  evidence 
other  than  a  positive  test." 
Fehr  and  Selig  said  they  met 
in  December  to  discuss  the 
Mitchell  Report's  recom- 
mendations and  plan  to  meet  Phoio  courtesy  of  www.fiifiiel.com/blog/wp-conienf/ 
again.  uploads/2007 /04/basebaU __piayer.gif 

Waxman  raised  Bonds'  name  dur-  be  in  full  swing  in  eariy  2008  as  argu- 
ing Selig's  appearance,  asking  the  com-  ably  the  best  pitcher  of  all  time,  Roger 
missioner  whether  the  Giants  should  Clemens,  prepares  to  speak  in  front  of 
have  reported  their  concerns  about  Congress  about  his  alleged  steroid  use 
Bonds'  trainer,  Greg  Anderson,  and  proposed  in  the  Mitchell  Report.  Argu- 
the  slugger's  alleged  steroid  use  to  the  ably  the  best  hitter  of  all  time,  Barry 
commissioner's  office.  "Of  course,"  Bonds,  prepares  for  his  day  in  court  on 
Selig  responded.  perjury  charges  for  lying  to  Congress 

The  MLB  steroid  era  seems  to    about  taking  steroids. 


SUMMER  STUDY  INTERNSHIP  PROGRAM 


BOSTON 

UNIVERSITY 


SUMMER  TERM 


Earn  10  academic  credits 
in  12  weeks.  You  choose 
two  courses,  and  we'll  arrange 
your  internship. 

Areas  of  Study: 

•  Arts  and  Culture 
•  Business  and  Management 

•  Film  and  Media  Studies 

•  Graphic  and  Web  Design 
■  International  Studies 

•  Politics  and  Public  Policy 

.  Psychology  and  Social  Policy 
.  Self-Designed  Track 


APPLY  BY  MAY  2, 2008 


WWW.  bu.  edu/summer/internship 
617-353-0556 


1  was  abl<  to  land  an  Internship  at  ttie  anhltectute 
linn  of  Shepley  Bulfinch  Richardson  &  Abbott.  The  fiRn 
oimntly  designs  buildings  Uinxighont  Die  country 

and  even  Internationally.  I  am  Interested  In 
'green'  building  andSBRAmakesthlsa  prioirty.' 
Graphic  and  Web  Design  intern,  2007 
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Cloverfield  is  a  Roller  Coaster  Thrill  Ride 


Nick  Langner 

SlaJ)r  Writer 


Back  in  July,  I  remember  sit- 
ting down  to  watch  Transformers  for 
the  first  time.  During  the  previews,  a 
trailer  for  a  mysterious  movie  showed 
up.  It  showed  a  party  being  filmed  by 
a  handheld  video  camera,  then  a  large 
explosion  in  a  city  followed  by  pande- 
monium. 

Adding  to  the  mystery  was  the 
fact  that  the  movie  had  no  title,  only  a 
release  date  of  "01-18-08."  This  trailer 
generated  a  huge  online  fan  base,  en- 
hanced by  a  viral  marketing  campaign 
that  created  massive  hype  for  the  film 
and  that  would  later  be  dubbed  Clover- 
field. 

Many  people  thought  the  mov- 
ie was  a  new  Godzilla  film,  or  about 
some  kind  of  giant  robot.  The  monster 
was  never  shown  in  any  trailer,  and  the 
film  was  shrouded  in  utmost  secrecy  to 
keep  people  interested.  People  who  au- 
ditioned for  roles  weren't  even  allowed 
to  read  the  film's  script,  which  prevent- 
ed information  leaks  from  reaching  the 
general  public.  Writer  J.J.  Abrams's 
latest  creation  doesn't  disappoint  and 
definitely  lives  up  to  the  hype. 

Cloverfield  is  the  cinematic  equiv- 
alent of  a  rollercoaster  ride;  it  starts  off 
kind  of  slow,  building  up  the  tension, 
then  all  of  a  sudden  you're  thrown 
into  nonstop,  edge-of-your  seat  action 


and  suspense.  Then  suddenly  it's  over, 
leaving  you  satisfied,  though  realizing 
it  didn't  last  as  long  as  it  seemed.  Much 
of  Cloverfield's  entertainment  comes 
from  the  suspense,  so  I'll  refrain  from 
any  major  spoilers. 

The  film  starts  off  in  an  apartment 
in  New  York  City.  A  large  group  of 
people  have  gathered  for  a  going  away 
party  held  for  their  friend,  Rob  (Mi- 
chael Stahl-David).  who  will  be  leav- 
ing soon  for  Japan.  Hud  (T.J.  Miller), 
Rob's  best  friend,  films  the  event  with 
a  handheld  camera.  Rob  faces  some 
tension  with  his  love  interest.  Beth 
(Odette  Yustman),  and  his  brother  Ja- 
son (Mike  Vogel)  while  Hud  tries  to 
talk  things  over  with  him. 

An  explosion  unexpectedly  rocks 
the  building.  The  partygoers  head  to 
the  roof  of  the  apartment,  where  they 
see  a  huge  fireball  erupt  in  the  middle 
of  the  city.  Chaos  ensues  as  people  rush 
to  the  streets.  Smoke,  fire,  crumbling 
buildings,  and  paper  floating  to  the 
ground  evoke  images  of  the  September 
1 1  terrorist  attacks  on  the  World  Trade 
Center. 

As  people  try  to  escape  Manhat- 
tan, Rob  gets  a  call  from  Beth  and  turns 
back  to  try  and  find  and  rescue  her.  The 
Army  arrives  and  attempts  to  stop  a  vi- 
cious alien  creature  that's  the  cause  of 
the  destruction. 

The  rest  of  the  film  documents 
Rob  and  Hud;  Hud's  crush,  Marlena 


Michael  Stahl-David  and  Odelle  Yustman  during  production  of  Cloverfield  A  unique 
monster  flick,  ihe  film  was  shol  entirely  fi-om  the  perspective  of  a  handheld  camera. 
Photo  courtesy  of  http://www.latimes.com/media/photo/2008-0I/3483987I.jpg. 
(Lizzy  Caplan);  and  Jason's  girlfriend, 
Lily  (Jessica  Lucas)  racing  to  the  heart 
of  the  city  in  order  to  save  Beth  before 
either  the  monster  or  the  Army  desfroys 
the  city. 

Cloverfield  is  quite  the  thrill  ride 
of  a  movie.  The  entire  movie  is  filmed 
with  a  handheld  camera,  which  makes 
many  scenes  shaky  (I  don't  recom- 
mend the  movie  to  anyone  with  motion 
sickness)  but  adds  to  the  realism. 

The  acting,  while  not  Oscar-wor- 
thy, is  also  convincing;  you  could  ac- 
tually believe  that  this  happened.  The 
lack  of  any  famous  actors  in  the  movie 
definitely  helps  in  this  aspect.  While 
it  may  be  somewhat  short,  clocking  in 
at  84  minutes,  Cloverfield  keeps  you 


interested  and  entertained  for  pretty 
much  the  entire  runtime. 

Described  by  many  as  a  cross 
between  The  Blair  Witch  Project  and 
Godzilla,  Cloverfield  is  a  movie  sure  to 
entertain  most  audiences.  The  only  real 
downside  is  the  shaky  cinematography, 
which,  though  an  interesting  technique 
that  adds  to  the  realism,  might  disori- 
ent some  viewers. 

Overall,  Cloverfield  is  a  movie 
that  I  highly  recommend. 

Langner  Rating: 
4  Stars 


The  TV  Guy's  Continuing  Quest  for  Good  Television 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 


The  Sarah  Connor  Chronicles  -  To  be  honest, 
science  fiction  just  doesn't  cut  it  for  me.  So,  whenev- 
er I  review  such  a  show,  I  try  and  determine  whether 
or  not  it's  creatively  strong  {Ballleslar  Galactica)  or 
too  all  over  the  place  (Heroes). 

After  watching  the  first  few  episodes,  it's  safe  to 
say  that  Fox  finally  has  a  decent  action  drama  to  help 
fill  the  24  void  this  winter.  Trying  to  keep  a  low  pro- 
file from  the  law,  as  well  as  the  killer  machines  from 


Lena  Headey  (left)  plays  the  strong-but-sensitive  mother 
of  the  future  leader  of  mankind  in  Temiinator:  The  Sarah 
Connor  Chronicles.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.ftickr.com. 


an  apocalyptic  future,  actress  Lena  Headey  (Sarah 
Connor),  ideally  pulls  off  a  spine-tingling  mixture  of 
beauty  and  power 

Acting  tough  may  keep  her  alive,  but  the  prem- 
ise pretty  much  boils  down  to  enforcing  tough-love 
discipline  on  her  teenaged  son,  John,  and  keeping 
him  alive.  This  gripping  incarnation  of  Sarah  Con- 
nor exemplifies  any  mother's  ferocious  need  to  sur- 
vive and  to  shield  her  offspring. 

One  Tree  Hill- From  a  critical  standpoint  I  give 
almost  every  scripted  series  a  fair  shot;  but  I  could 
never  became  a  fan  of  One  Tree  Hill.  For  those  of 
you  who  do  appreciate  it;  reap  the  benefits  of  it  being 
one  of  a  very  few  retimiing  shows  that  has  a  heavy 
boat  of  original  episodes  left  to  air,  as  a  result  of  not 
premiering  until  January.  This  season,  the  show  run- 
ners have  wisely  (and  successfully)  pushed  the  show 
ahead  four  years,  thus  skipping  those  notorious  col- 
lege years. 

Life  is  somewhat  depressing  now  for  the  gang 
and  they  all  have  tough  days  ahead  of  them,  especial- 
ly as  they  enter  the  job  market.  The  first  few  episodes 
begged  a  lot  of  questions,  such  as:  What  year  is  it? 
Has  motherhood  and  teaching  really  forced  Haley  to 
becotne  responsible  now? 

1  think  true  fans  of  One  Tree  Hill  will  come  to 


enjoy  the  season,  but  I'm  just  glad  the  actors  are  fi- 
nally playing  characters  closer  to  their  ages. 


American  Gladiators  photo  courtesy  ofwww.nbc.com. 

American  Gladiators  -  Now  here's  one  benefit 
we  can  reap  from  the  strike.  As  ftin  as  it  is  to  watch. 
Gladiators  has  racked  up  a  huge  audience  in  the  ab- 
sence of  scripted  material. 

Capped  off  with  Hulk  Hogan  and  Laila  Ali  as 
hosts,  this  revamped  version  has  everyone's  adrena- 
line pumping.  The  competition  is  as  fierce  as  ever, 
and  guilty  pleasures  just  don't  get  much  better  than 
watching  the  loser  drop  into  a  tank  of  water  for  all 
to  see.  Another  season  of  Gladiators  was  recently 
ordered  by  NBC  as  well,  so  the  Joust  and  the  Power 
Ball  aren't  going  anywhere. 
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End  of  Primary  Brings  Relief  to  New  Hampshire 


Krystal  Katsouleris 

Assistant  Editor 

Being  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, this  past  primary  season 
was  insane. 

Actually,  "insane"  isn't 
enough  to  describe  the  fact 
that  from  January  4  through  8. 
primary  candidates  (all  42  of 
them;  2!  on  each  party's  bal- 
lot) were  fighting  to  get  into 
our  Dunkin'  Donuts.  our  local 
Lion's  Clubs,  our  workplaces, 
and  even  our  backyards. 

I  had  the  opportunity,  on 
10,236  occasions,  to  go  see  a 
candidate  give  a  speech  that  1 
already  saw  on  TV.  The  only 
person  1  would  have  gone  to 
see  was  Mike  Huckabee,  and 
that  was  only  because  Chuck 
Norris  was  touring  with  him. 

Don't  even  get  me  started 
on  the  commercials.  Before 
the  Iowa  caucuses,  it  was  pos- 
sible to  see  a  non-political  ad 
twice  during  each  commercial 


break  on  the  local  news  chan- 
nel. After  the  caucuses,  from 
my  calculations,  there  were 
an  average  of  two  non-politi- 
cal commercials  per  hour.  Mitt 
Romney  had  the  most,  with  an 
average  of  one  commercial  per 
commercial  break. 

Then  there  were  the  de- 
bates, which  were  harder  to 
get  into  than  the  area  of  the 
U.S.  mint  that  tourists  are  not 
supposed  to  get  into  (believe 
me;  1  fried). 

Since  1  still  didn't  know 
who  1  was  voting  for,  I  stayed 
in  on  a  Saturday  night  to  watch 
the  debates,  mostly  because  1 
wanted  to  see  if  I  could  stay 
awake  for  longer  than  30  min- 
utes while  watching  old  whhe 
men  (a.k.a.  Republican  can- 
didates) trying  to  keep  them- 
selves awake. 

The  Republicans  didn't 
disappoint  me;  in  fact,  here  is 
a  blow-by-blow  from  my  per- 
spective. 


Ron  Paul  is  like  Ross  Pe- 
rot, except  without  the  money. 
Mitt  Romney  is  getting  ai- 
lacked  like  a  grizzly  bear  mi 
the  Stephen  Colbert  Repori 
Guliani  is  hiding  behind  o 
curtain  of  9/11.  McCain  and 
Fred  Thompson  keep  on  zap- 
ping their  fellow  candidates.  I 
honestly  believe  that  McCain 
is  going  to  punch  someone,  es- 
pecially Romney,  by  the  end  of 
the  debate. 

I  did  have  a  hard  time, 
however,  staying  awake  dur- 
ing the  Democratic  debate;  it 
was  too  much  like  watching  an 
episode  of  Golden  Girls. 

John  Edwards  is  cute. 
These  Democrats  are  VERY 
boring.  Charlie  Gibson  is 
way  more  interesting.  Barack 
Obama  and  Edwards  ganged 
up  on  Hillary.  She  bullied 
Obama.  Obama  put  her  in  her 
place,  then  Edwards  spanked 
her  Bill  Richardson,  the 
granddaddy,  then  mentioned 


Mm  Romney  was  one  of  the  dozens  of  candidates  who  swarmed  to 
New  Hampshire  during  January.  Photo  courtesy  ofwww.fiickr.com. 


that  he 'd  been  in  nuclear  hos- 
tage situations  that  were  less 
hostile. 

It  s  disturbing  how  all 
of  the  Democratic  candidates 
have  the  same  hand  gesture:  a 
closed  hand  with  the  thumb  on 
top.  Obama  opens  his  hands 
up  more  often.  Richardson  has 
a  horrible  rug  on  his  head.  Ed- 
wards does  have  the  best  hair 

In  the  end.  all  the  prima- 
ries did  for  me  was  help  me 


decide  who  1  wasn't  voting 
for.  In  fact,  1  didn't  make  a  de- 
cision on  who  to  vote  for  until 
1  got  into  the  booth. 

It  was  hard  even  getting 
to  the  high  school  gym  to  vote 
because  Huckabee  was  block- 
ing the  enfrance,  and  Chuck 
Norris  wasn't  even  with  him. 
1  yelled  at  Huckabee,  "Can 
you  please  move?  I  need  to  go 
vote  for  somebody  other  than 
you." 


Energy  Conservation  Tips  for  College  Students 


Amanda  Ebel 

Staff  Writer 


Have  you  ever  wanted  to 
change  the  world,  but  thought 
that  you  were  only  one  person 
and  that  it  wouldn't  make  a 
difference?  Well,  here's  your 
chance  to  change  that. 

In  an  ever-changing  envi- 


ronment, the  way  each  individ- 
ual lives  his  or  her  life  changes 
the  atmosphere  in  which  we 
live,  it's  important  to  realize 
that  small  changes  can  make  a 
world  of  difference. 

As  a  student,  there  are 
certain  things  that  you  can  do 
in  order  to  save  energy  and 
water  on  a  daily  basis.  To  be- 


gin, set  a  general  "10-minute" 
rule  for  yourself  This  means 
that  if  you  think  you'll  be  out 
of  your  room  for  10  minutes  or 
more,  turn  off  your  lights.  TV, 
and  computer  monitor. 

Instead  of  using  a  screen 
saver,  set  your  computer  to  the 
sleep  setting  after  a  certain  pe- 
riod of  time.  This  allows  the 


DARE TO  LEAD! 


Apply  Now  to  Become  a 
Western  New  England  College 
Peer  Advisor!! 


■  Become  a  part  of  a 
nationally  recognized 
program  of  peer  support 

-  Take  risks 

-  Challenge  yourself  and 
others 

-  Make  friends 

-  Make  a  difference 


Sign-  Up  today  in  tlie  Office 
of  Fresliman  and  Transfer 
Students  or  online  at: 

www.wnec.edu/firstvear 


Applications  Due:  February,  12 


screen  to  shut  off  and  uses  less 
power. 

Also,  if  you're  not  using 
your  printer,  turn  It  off.  Often 
times  we  forget  how  wasteful 
paper  is,  so  when  you  print 
something,  use  both  sides  of 
the  paper  or  try  not  to  print  it 
at  all.  E-mail  and  Manhattan 
are  alternatives  to  printing  out 
assignments  if  your  prof  essors 
will  allow  it.  For  those  of  you 
who  like  to  print  papers  be- 
fore turning  them  in,  save  the 
sheets  and  reuse  them  as  scrap 
paper. 

Certain  activities  that  are 
done  on  a  daily  basis  are  done 
unconsciously;  therefore,  the 
amount  of  waste  that  is  ex- 
pelled during  these  activities 
is  never  put  into  perspective.  If 
you  can  help  it,  try  not  to  run 
the  water  while  brushing  your 
teeth. 

Try  not  to  start  the  show- 


er and  then  walk  away  to  let 
the  water  warm  up.  Although 
it  may  only  be  for  a  moment. 
200  to  300  of  gallons  of  water 
can  be  wasted  every  day  by  a 
single  person. 

If  the  world  keeps  using 
natural  resources  like  it  does 
now,  in  40  years  we  will  run 
out  of  oil.  In  65  years  we  will 
run  out  of  natural  gas.  and  in 
155  years  we  will  run  out  of 
coal. 

Until  each  individual 
changes  his  or  her  lifestyle  in 
order  to  better  the  environ- 
ment in  which  we  live,  these 
inevitable  dangers  will  be  here 
sooner  than  we  would  like. 

If  everyone  puts  in  a  con- 
scious effort  and  changes  just 
one  thing  about  his  or  her  life, 
it  could  make  the  world  a  better 
place.  So  here's  your  chance  to 
change  the  world;  are  you  go- 
ing to  take  it? 


The  Westerner  Goes  Online 

The  Westerner  staff  is  always  looking  for  new  and  improved 
ways  to  gather  student  feedback.  Starting  this  week,  we'll 
will  be  inviting  all  students  to  join  our  Facebook  group.  This 
group  will  allow  students  to  download  current  issues  of  The 
Westerner  and  comment  on  articles  and  stories.  The  site  will 
also  provide  an  easy  link  for  contacting  Westerner  staff  and  a 
forum  for  discussing  articles  with  other  WNEC  students. 
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PUZZLES 


King  Crossword 


ACROSS 

1  Wound 

covers 
6  Old  man  In 

the  fanHly 

12  Charm 

13  Start  Ihe 
computer 
again 

1 4  Eye  part 

15  Amass 

16  Rams  fans? 

17  PoetAngelou 

19  Prior  to 

20  Lids 

22  D.C.  figure 
24  Fawnis 

mama 
27  Mainlanders* 

mementos 
29  Radar  dot 
32  NYC-based 

organization 

35  Hereditary  bit 

36  Green  land 

37  Tackle 
moguls 

38  "Casablanca" 
planlsl 

40  Singer 

Mouskouri 
42  Deteriorate 


44  A  really  long 

time 
46  Uppercase 
50  Chopping 

tool 
52  \tent 

54  Contribute 

55  Pact 

56  True 

57  Watts  or 
Previn 

DOWN 


1  Variety  of 
duck 

2  Just  adorable 

3  Definite 
invitees 

4  Stein  or 
Stiller 

5  Wildorvrush 

6  Anatomy 
man 

7  Summarize 

8  Where  "Lost" 
is  found 

9  Sour  cherries 

1 0  Rain  in 
buckets 

11  Suits  to- 

12  Exist 
IB  Foolish 


21  Bullnngcry 

23  Kyoto 
cummerbund 

24  Grooved  on 

25  Indivisible 

26  C3enius 
personified 

28  Home  of  the 
RIngling 
Circus 
Museum 

30  Cartoonist's 
supply 

31  Omega 
preoeder 

33  Afternoon 
affair 

34  X  rating? 
39  Long  skirts 

41  Put  on  a 
show 

42  Opulent 

43  Dos  cubed 
45  Refined  chap 

47  Winged 

48  Sampras  or 
Seeger 

49  Messy 
environment 

51  Mimic 
S3  Grecian 
vessel 
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Sudoku  1 


Sudoku  2 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK 


*  Modsrate   *  *  Challenging 
*  *  •  HOO  BOYI 


Weeklv  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTV  THIS  WEEK 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Rguro  is  lo  arrive 
al  Ihe  i\guis%  given  at  the  bottom 
and  rlght-hary]  columns  of  Ihe 
diagram  by  followng  ihe  arrlh- 
rrwlic  signs  in  Ihe  order  ihey  are 
given  (thai  is,  Uom  left  to  right 
and  top  to  boriomj.  Use  or*y  the 
numtoers  oetow  the  cbagram  Id 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  o4  'he  nine  numtwrs 
only  once. 
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GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  ai  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  anth- 
metic  signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  lo  right 
arid  top  lo  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  betow  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  ol  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 
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Where  to  Ski  and  Ride  in  Western  Massachusetts 


Rachel  O^Briea 

Stajf  Writer 


As  an  avid  skier.  I  realize  that  it 's  expensive  for  most  col- 
lege students  to  go  skiing  and  boarding.  Therefore,  I  researched 
three  local  mountains  where  students  can  ski  or  board.  They  all 
offer  good  deals  and  prices,  have  a  good  number  of  trails,  and 
are  located  just  a  short  drive  from  WNEC. 


Blandford  Ski  Area  (Blandford,  MA) 


22  trails,  30  minutes  from  WNEC 


Directions:  Take  Rte.  20  west  through  Westfield  center. 
Go  8  miles  past  Westfield  center  to  the  Russell  State 
Police  barracks  (Do  NOT  turn  up  Rte  23  toward  Blandford 
center).  Turn  left  and  follow  the  signs. 

Weekend/Holiday  Rates: 

Full  Day  (8:30  a.m.  to  4;00  p.m.):  $39 

Half-day  (fi-om  12:30  p.m.):  $32 
Nights: 

Mon:  $15 

Wed,  Fri,  and  Sat:  $21 

For  more  information,  visit  www.skiblandford.org. 


Weekly  Campus  Ministry  Events 

Morning  Meditations,  Tues.  at  8  a.m.  - 

Bear's  Den 
Havurah  Schmooze,  Tues.  at  noon  -  CCS 
Catliolic  Luncheon,  Tues.  at  12:30  -  CC8 
Cornerstone  Christian  Fellowship,  Tues. 
at  9  p.m.  -  Bear's  Den 
Roman  Catholic  Mass,  Sun.  at  7  p.m.  - 
Sleith  100 

Campus  Ministry  Contact  Info: 
Rabbi  Jerome  Gurland,  Sheila  Hannifan:  782-1628 
Pastor  Dan  Nicewonger:  dnicewon@wnec.edu 
Louise  Ingram;  iingram@wnec.edu 
Fr.  John  McDonagh:  J.mcdonagh@diospringfield.org 


Butternut  Ski  Area  (Great  Harrington,  MA) 


22  trails,  1  hour  IS  minutes  from  WNEC 

Directions:  Take  1-90  west  to  exit  2  in  Lee,  MA;  take  Route  1 02  west  into  Stockbridge. 
At  the  Red  Lion  Inn  make  a  left  turn  onto  Route  7  south;  take  Route  7  south  toward 
Great  Barrington  at  the  third  traffic  light  make  a  left  turn  onto  Route  23  East;  take  Route 
23  about  1  mile  to  the  entrance  sign  of  Ski  Butternut. 

Full  Day       4  Hour  Flex    Full  Day  Friday      Fri  4  Hour  Flex  Weekdays 

$50  $45  $36  $31  $20 

For  more  information,  visit  www.slcibutternut.com. 


Berkshire  East  (Charlemont,  MA) 


44  trails,  1  hour  20  minutes  from  WNEC 


Directions:  Take  Interstate  91  to  exit  26  in  Greenfield,  MA,  then  take  Route  2  West 
for  about  18  miles  through  Shelbume  and  Charlemont.  As  you  go  through  Charlemont 
village,  look  for  a  green  sign  that  says  "Route  8A  South"  or  a  big  blue  sign  that  says 
"Berkshire  East  Ski  Area"  with  an  arrow  pointing  left.  Take  that  left,  which  goes  over 
the  Deerfield  River  and  railroad  tracks.  You  will  then  see  another  blue  sign  that  says 
"Berkshire  East  Ski  Area"  with  an  arrow  pointing  left.  Take  that  left,  and  then  take  your 
third  right,  which  has  a  white  sign  for  Berkshire  East. 

Full  Day  Afternoon  Night  Weekdays 

$40  $30  $25  $25 

For  more  information,  visit  www.berlahireeast.com 


Stiiloku  I  Siituiinn 


Gil  FiguK  I  Sululii 


Co  i-'ifiiin' :  Sijiuiii 


8  •  January  30,  2008  •  The  Westerner 


SPORTS 


Wrestler  Returns 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


Following  a  two-year  ab- 
sence from  competitive  wres- 
tling. Senior  Brandon  Hayes 
(Watertown,  NY)  has  emerged 
as  one  of  the  top  wrestlers  in 
the  New  England  Wrestling 
Association. 

Hayes  has  shown  no  ill 
effects  from  a  two-year  layoff, 
compiling  an  individual  record 
of  1 3-8.  including  seven  victo- 
ries by  pin  in  the  197-pound 
weight  class. 

Hayes,  a  co-captain,  has 
helped  lead  a  young  team  to 
a  3-8  record.  First  year  head 
coach  Anibal  Nieves  sees  great 
potential  in  Hayes. 

"Brandon  has  the  poten- 
tial to  win  the  conference.  He 
is  the  strongest  guy.  pound  for 
pound,  on  the  team  and  he  has 
all  the  talent.  The  only  thing 
that  is  holding  him  back  is  at 
times  he  lacks  confidence  in 
his  abilities." 

Hayes  admits  that  getting 
back  onto  the  mats  after  a  two 
year  absence  was  a  difficult 
adjustment. 

"The  hardest  thing  for  me 
was  getting  back  into  wres- 
tling shape.  Wrestling  is  such  a 
unique  sport.  You  can't  just  hit 
the  treadmill  and  be  ready  to 
wrestle.  The  best  way  1  could 
describe  wrestling  is  that  it  is 
like  sprinting  with  50-pound 
weights  on  each  hand." 

Coach  Nieves  praised 
Hayes  for  his  leadership  and 
for  helping  him  adjust  to  a 
new  team.  "Brandon  has  been 
a  good  captain  both  on  and  off 
the  mat.  He  has  really  stepped 
it  up."  said  Nieves. 

Hayes,  who  had  known 


Nieves  before  he  was  named 
the  head  coach,  said  that  it  was 
Nieves  who  convinced  him  to 
return  to  wrestling. 

"Coach  Nieves,  who 
I've  known  for  a  few  years, 
convinced  me  to  stay  with 
the  team,  offering  me  the  op- 
portunity to  be  a  co-captain." 
said  Hayes.  "I  think  a  lot  of  my 
success  this  year  can  be  attrib- 
uted to  my  natural  skills,  coach 
Nieves,  and  the  rest  came  back 
to  me  very  easily  after  a  couple 
of  weeks." 

Wrestling  within  the  197- 
pound  weight  class,  as  one  of 
the  last  wrestlers  to  compete  in 
a  typical  match,  Hayes  has  act- 
ed as  the  closer.  Hayes' record 
could  see  him  land  in  the  top 
five  of  the  New  England  Wres- 
tling Association  (NEWA)  end 
of  the  season  rankings. 

In  the  end  "it's  all  up  to 
him  as  to  how  far  he  goes," 
says  coach  Nieves. 


Undefeated  Patriots  Set  Records, 
Head  for  Super  Bowl  XLII 


Michelle  O'Shepa 

Staff  Writer 


Talk  about  a  wild  ride. 
The  New  England  Patriots 
have  tied  the  all-time  NFL 
record  for  overall  victories  in 
a  season  {both  regular  season 
and  playoffs  combined)  with  a 
record  of  18-0. 

They  have  won  their 
fifth  conference  championship 
since  Robert  Kraft  purchased 
the  team  in  1994.  This  Pats 
win  against  the  Chargers  was 
Coach  Bill  Beiichick's  fourth 
conference  championship  as 
a  head  coach.  He  has  become 
only  the  eighth  head  coach  in 
NFL  history  to  lead  his  team  to 
four  Super  Bowls. 

Quarterback  Tom  Brady 
recorded  his  lOOlh  overall  vic- 
tory, including  regular-season 


The  New  England  Patriots  defeated  the  San  Diego  Chargers  in  the 
AFC  C/uimpionship  game  on  January  20  to  earn  themselves  the 
chance  to  face  the  Giants  in  Super  Bowl  XLII.  Photo  courtesy  of 
wwM'.chargers.  com/assets/ 1 66/3 1 607.jpg 
and  playoff  games.  This  game    defense  was  hungry  for  a  vie- 


Bruins  Report 


Chris  Townsend 

Staff  Writer 


On  January  18,  1958. 
Willie  O'Ree.  an  amateur  left 
winger,  was  called  upon  by 
the  Boston  Bruins  to  join  the 
team  in  Montreal,  becoming 
the  first  black  player  in  the  Na- 
tional Hockey  League.  O'Ree 


spent  two  games  with  the  Bru- 
ins during  the  1957-1958  sea- 
son and  played  in  a  total  of  45 
NHL  games,  tallying  4  goals 
and  10  assists. 

On  January  19,  the  Bru- 
ins held  a  ceremony  before 
the  game  with  the  New  York 
Rangers  to  honor  the  50th  an- 
niversary of  O'Ree 's  breaking 
of  the  color  barrier.  An  ice 
rink  in  O'Ree's  hometown  of 
Fredericton,  New  Brunswick, 
has  been  named  Willie  O'Ree 
Place  in  his  honor. 

O'Ree  now  works  as  the 
Director  of  Youth  Develop- 
ment of  Youth  Hockey  for  the 
NHL,  helping  today's  youth 
find  a  love  for  the  game  that 
he  helped  change. 


against  the  Chargers  was  not 
one  of  Brady's  best  games. 
He  threw  three  interceptions 
and  his  first  two  passes  were 
incomplete,  giving  the  Pats 
a  rocky  start.  The  Chargers 
knew  they  had  to  target  Randy 
Moss  throughout  the  game, 
one  of  the  Pats'  bigger  weap- 
ons. 

The  Chargers  had  two- 
man  coverage  on  Moss  for 
most  of  the  game,  so  the  usual 
Brady  to  Moss  partnership 
didn't  happen  as  much  as  peo- 
ple were  expecting. 

But  one  thing  that  was 
not  regular  for  Randy  Moss 
was  when  he  acted  as  a  run- 
ning back  and  rushed  14  yards 
in  the  third  quarter,  throwing 
off  the  Chargers'  defense.  It 
was  Moss'  first  rushing  at- 
tempt since  2003. 

Laurence  Maroney  pum- 
meled  through  the  Charger  de- 
fense on  several  consecutive 
plays  until  he  ran  for  a  one- 
yard  touchdown  in  the  second 
quarter  to  put  the  Pats  on  the 
board  with  a  7-3  lead.  It  was 
easy  to  see  that  the  Patriots' 


tory. 

Junior  Seau  sacked  Char- 
gers' quarterback  Philip  Riv- 
ers for  a  four-yard  loss  on  third 
down,  forcing  a  San  Diego 
punt  in  the  first  quarter, 

Ellis  Hobbs  and  Asante 
Samuel  both  intercepted  Philip 
Rivers.  This  was  Hobbs'  first 
playoff  interception,  and  Sam- 
uel's interception  set  up  Jabar 
Gafiiiey's  12-yard  touchdown 
reception  which  gave  the  Pats 
a  14-6  lead. 

Ironically,  with  a  21-12 
win  over  the  Chargers,  the 
Pats  have  improved  their  over- 
all playoff"  record  to  2 1  - 1 2,  the 
second  best  playoff  record  in 
NFL  history.  It  was  clear  dur- 
ing and  after  the  game  that 
Tom  Brady  wasn't  happy  with 
his  performance  on  the  field, 
but  perhaps  it  was  just  disap- 
pointment from  feeling  pres- 
sured to  live  up  to  everyone's 
expectations  of  the  Patriots. 

The  Patriots  will  meet  the 
New  York  Giants  on  February 
3  at  the  University  of  Phoenix 
stadium  in  Glendale.  Arizona. 
May  the  best  team  win. 


UPCOMING  WINTER  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 

Home  Games  in  Bold 


Conference  games 

marked  with  a 

WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 

MEN'S  BASKETBALL 

01/29 

Tue 

Amherst  College 

7:00  PM 

01/29 

Tue 

Tufts  University 

7:00  PM 

01/31 

Thu 

Nichols  College  c 

6:00  PM 

01/31 

Thu 

Nichols  College  c 

8:00  PM 

02/02 

Sat 

University  of  New  England  c 

1:00  PM 

02/02 

Sat 

University  of  New  England  c 

3:00  PM 

02/06 

Wed 

Eastern  Nazarene  College  c 

6:00  PM 

02/06 

Wed 

Eastern  Nazarene  College  c 

8:00  PM 

02/09 

Sat 

New  England  College  c 

1:00  PM 

02/09 

Sat 

New  England  College  c 

3:00  PM  ^ 

02/12 

Tue 

Regis  College  c 

5:30  PM 

02/12 

T\ie 

Regis  College  c 

7:30  PM 

WOMEN'S  SWIMMING 

MEN'S  ICE  HOCKEY 

02/06 

Wed 

Eastern  Connecticut  State  University 

7:00  PM 

01/31 

Thu 

Stonehill  c 

7:20  PM 

02/06 

Wed 

Suffolk  University  c 

7:00  PM 
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Super  Tuesday  Knocks  Out  Romney 


Ryan  Kravontka 

Staff  Writer 

Former  Massachusetts 
Governor  Mitt  Romney  sus- 
pended his  bid  for  the  Repub- 
lican Presidential  nomination 
on  Thursday  February  7,  CNN 
reported.  He  continued  to  say 
that  extending  his  campaign 
would  "forestall  the  launch  of 
a  national  campaign  and  make 
it  easier  for  Senator  Clinton  or 
Obama  to  win." 

Romney  made  the  an- 
nouncement at  the  annual 
Conservative  Political  Action 
Conference  in  Washington. 

Romney's  announcement 
came  just  two  days  after  Super 
Tuesday,  the  day  on  which  24 
states  had  their  primaries.  With 
Romney  now  out  of  the  race, 
Arizona  Senator  John  McCain 


is  the  clear  front-runner  for  the 
Republican  Party. 

McCain  extended  his 
lead  in  the  race  with  key  wins 
in  New  York  and  California, 
while  former  Arkansas  Gover- 
nor Mike  Huckabee  won  five 
southern  states,  Romney  had 
won  seven  states,  including  his 
home  state  of  Massachusetts, 
before  dropping  out. 

"We  will  unite  the  party 
behind  our  conservative  prin- 
ciples and  move  forward  and 
win  the  general  election  in 
November,"  the  Arizona  sena- 
tor said  Wednesday. 

Many  Democratic  state 
primaries  award  delegates  to 
the  candidates  based  on  the 
percentage  of  votes  they  re- 
ceive in  a  certain  state.  For  ex- 
ample, in  Massachusetts,  the 
Democratic  primary  saw  Sen. 


Hillary  Clinton  obtain 
56  percent  of  the  votes; 
Sen.  Obama  received 
41  percent  of  the  votes. 
The  1 2 1  Democratic 
delegates  in  Massa- 
chusetts are  spread  out 
between  the  two  can- 
didates. Clinton  was 
given  55  delegates  and 
Obama  was  given  38 
delegates. 

On  the  other  hand, 
most  Republican  pri- 
maries are  awarded 
on  a  winner-takes-all 
basis.  The  first  Repub- 
lican candidate  to  re- 
ceive 1,191  delegates 
will  be  given  the  nomi- 
nation from  the  party  to 
take  the  next  step  and 
be  the  lone  Republican 
ConfimieJ  on  page  2 


This  boy.  though  not  old  enough  to  vote, 
showed  his  support  for  Hillary  at  Spring- 
field College.  Photo  courtesy  of  Erin  Nau. 


Black  History  Month 
Events  at  WNEC 


Brian  Baum 

Staff  Writer 


Western  New  England 
College  is  celebrating  Black 
History  Month  this  year  with 
several  events,  including  a 
Caribbean  festival,  a  Black  In- 
ventions Exhibit,  a  black  his- 
tory variety  show,  and  a  lec- 
ture from  a  best-selling  author. 
All  events  are  free  and  open  to 
the  public. 

The  first  event  was  Thurs- 
day, February  6.  at  11  a.m.  in 
the  St.  Germain  Campus  Cen- 
ter. This  event  was  a  Carib- 
bean Festival  that  featured  the 
sights  and  sounds  of  the  Carib- 


bean. There  was  food,  music, 
limbo,  videos,  and  more. 

The  second  event  is 
Thursday,  February  13,  from 
11  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  in  the  St. 
Germain  Campus  Center.  This 
event  is  the  Black  Inventions 
Exhibit  that  will  pay  tribute  to 
America's  black  inventors  and 
scientists. 

The  exhibit  will  reveal 
many  surprising  facts  and 
highlights,  including  the  ac- 
complishments of  African 
Americans  in  the  fields  of  sci- 
ence, aerospace,  communica- 
tions, health  care,  agriculture, 
transportation,  and  engineer- 
ing. The  aim  of  the  exhibit  is 
not  so  much  to  give  credit 
to  the  inventors  but  also  to 
inspire  students  to  create. 

The  third  event  is 
Tuesday,  February  18,  at 
6:30  p.m.  in  Sleith  100. 
Continued  on  page  2 
Author  and  comedian  Eric 
Jerome  Dickey  will  be  on 
campus  Feb.  27  to  discuss 
his  career  as  a  black  author. 
"2.   Photo  courtesy  of  cheese-on- 
bread,  blogspol.  com 


Changing  Tides  for 
LBC  Requirement 


Terrence  Edwards 

News  Editor 


Statistics  collected  by  the 
Office  of  Learning  Beyond  the 
Classroom  show  mixed  results 
for  the  2008  senior  class. 

As  of  January,  over  2/3  of 
WNEC  seniors  lacked  a  sec- 
ond LBC  credit  and  28  percent 
of  seniors  had  not  even  com- 
pleted their  first  LBC  experi- 
ence. 

"We're  moving  in  the 
right  direction."  said  LBC  Di- 
rector Adina  Elfant.  "However, 
improvement  wasn't  necessar- 
ily across  the  board.  In  some 
[of  the  three  WNEC]  schools 
there's  been  a  rise,  while  in 
others  there  have  been  a  per- 
centage of  students  that  have 
gone  down." 

Despite  the  familiar  pic- 
ture from  last  year's  senior 
class,  Elfant  and  her  staff  were 
confident  that  freshman  stu- 
dents were  responding  more 
favorably  to  the  LBC  credit. 

"There's  been  a  different 
attitude,"  said  LBC  Program 
Assistant  Kacey  Agnew.  "Be- 


cause last  year  was  the  first 
class  requiring  the  credit,  there 
were  people  unhappy  with  it. 
There  have  been  far  less  re- 
visions this  year,  and  seniors 
have  had  a  better  attitude." 

However,  some  freshmen 
on  campus  expressed  uncer- 
tainty towards  the  LBC  credit. 
When  questioned,  many  stu- 
dents admitted  that  they  were 
unsure  of  how  to  go  about  ob- 
taining their  credits. 

"1  tried  doing  one,  but  it 
was  rejected  because  it  didn't 
connect  well  with  my  classes," 
said  Freshman  Andrew  Mc- 
Grath.  McGrath  said  he  was 
disappointed  with  that  out- 
come and  didn't  understand 
what  he  did  wrong. 

Senior  Tom  Perry  is  cur- 
rently working  to  achieve  both 
of  his  LBC  credits  in  his  last 
semester.  He  is  working  for 
VITA,  a  non-profit  group  that 
performs  tax  work  for  low-in- 
come families,  and  has  a  secu- 
rity job  at  the  Enfield  Mall. 

"It's  not  a  waste  of  time 
because  I  get  tax  experience 
Continued  on  page  3 
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ASB's  Third  Annual 
Pasta  Dinner 

AJtematives,  Inc.,  a  nonprofit 
group  focusing  on  inner-city 
youth  development.  The  sec- 
ond group  will  work  with  is- 
sues of  refligee  resettlement  at 
the  International  Rescue  Com- 
mittee in  Atlanta,  GA. 

Amanda  Poyant,  a  junior 
history  major,  will  be  par- 
ticipating in  the  Atlanta  trip. 
"ASB  gives  students  a  chance 
to  expand  their  horizons  and 
help  break  the  stereotype  that 
college  students  and  young 
adults  don't  care  about  what 
is  going  on  around  them."  said 
Poyant. 

When  asked  why  she 
chose  to  sacrifice  her  spring 
break  to  spend  the  week  vol- 
unteering, Poyant  said,  "I  don't 
think  of  it  as  giving  anything 
up;  1  see  it  as  an  opportunity  to 
help  people." 

Tickets  for  the  Pasta  Din- 
ner will  be  sold  in  the  Campus 
Center  Mall  area  from  12:00- 
2:00^.m.  froin  Monday,  Feb- 
ruary 19  to  Friday,  February 
22. 


If  you're  looking  for  a 
change  from  the  menu  of  on- 
campus  dining,  you  don't  have 
to  go  far  for  a  night  of  Italian 
food  and  entertainment. 

The  Alternative  Spring 
Break  Program  (ASB)  will 
host  their  Third  Annual  Pasta 
Dinner  benefit  at  the  Church  in 
the  Acres  (next  to  the  16  Acres 
Garden  Center)  on  Saturday, 
February  23  from  6  p.m.  to  8 
p.m. 

Tickets  will  be  $8  ($4  for 
children),  and  all  proceeds  will 
go  directly  towards  supporting 
the  students  who  will  be  par- 
ticipating in  ASB  this  spring. 

During  ASB,  two  teams 
of  nine  students  and  one  fac- 
ulty/staff sponsor  will  spend 
their  Spring  Break  doing  com- 
munity service  and  learning 
about  the  social  issue  around 
which  their  trip  is  planned. 

One  group  will  travel 
to  Chicago,  IL,  to  work  with 


"Black  History"  continued 
Members  of  United  and  Mutu- 
ally Equal  will  present  a  black 
history  program  with  a  variety 
show  to  showcase  the  talents 
of  its  members  as  well  as  those 
of  local  performers.  The  per- 
formance will  include  a  step 
show  and  ethnic  music. 

The  final  event  is  Thurs- 
day, February  27,  at  7  p.m.  in 
Sleith  1 00.  Eric  Jerome  Dickey 
will  lecture  about  challenges, 
as  well  as  the  enlightening  ex- 
periences of  being  a  best-sell- 
ing author. 

He  is  the  author  of  novels 
such  as  Sister  Sister,  Friends 
and  Lovers;  Milk  in  my  Coffee; 
Cheaters;  Between  Lovers; 
Liar  s  Game;  and  his  newest 


book.  Thieves 'Paradise. 

Dickey  is  considered 
one  of  the  most  intuifive  and 
hilarious  new  voices  in  Afri- 
can American  fiction.  He  was 
bom  in  Memphis.  Tennessee, 
and  attended  the  University 
of  Memphis  where  he  earned 
a  degree  in  computer  system 
technology.  In  1 993,  he  moved 
to  Los  Angeles  to  pursue  a  ca- 
reer in  engineering. 

After  landing  a  job  in 
the  aerospace  industry  as  a 
software  developer,  Dickey's 
artistic  talents  surfaced,  in- 
spiring him  to  become  an  ac- 
tor and  a  stand-up  comedian. 
Since  1997,  when  he  turned  to 
writing  novels,  he  has  written 
a  string  of  best  sellers. 


.  -V 


Caribbean  music  was  featured  in  the  Campus  Center  in  celebration 
of  Black  History  Month.  Photo  courtesy  of  www/osterf ravel. com 


Craig  Carmean 
Makes  WNEC  Laugh 


Amanda  Ebel 

Staff  Writer 


The  audience  roared  with 
laughter  as  comedian  Craig 
Carmean  opened  up  his  WNEC 
show  in  Rivers  on  Friday,  Feb- 
ruary l.The  Residence  Hall 
Association  (RHA)  welcomed 
a  crowd  of  over  100  students 
and  faculty  members  to  enjoy 
the  songs  and  stand  up  com- 
edy of  Craig  Carmean. 

Carmean  had  a  long  day 
of  traveling  from  Miami.  FL  to 
New  York  City,  and  then  final- 
ly to  Springfield.  Although  he 
was  exhausted  ft'om  his  trip, 
Carmean 's  energy  illuminated 
the  stage. 

Carmean  did  impressions 
of  musicians  past  and  present: 
ft-om  Elvis  to  the  Smashing 


Pumpkins  to  The  Dave  Mat- 
thews Band.  His  musical  tal- 
ents combined  with  his  humor 
made  for  many  laughs  from 
the  audience. 

RHA's  Programming 
Chair  Caitlin  Fiona  was  "very 
pleased  with  the  turnout  and 
couldn't  slop  laughing  the 
whole  time." 

The  next  RHA  event  is 
the  Dream  Date  Auction  on 
Wednesday,  February  13  at  7 
p.m.  in  Sleith  100.  The  pro- 
ceeds from  the  Dream  Date 
Auction  will  benefit  the  Youth 
With  A  Purpose  organization 
in  Springfield. 

This  organization  was 
founded  by  a  WNEC  alumnus 
to  give  children  a  place  to  ex- 
press themselves  through  mu- 
sic and  dance  after  school. 


Craig  Carmean  rocked  the  crowd  at  WNEC  on  Feb.  I.  Photo  cour- 
tesy of  www.crk.umn.edu/newsevents/notice.sOO-Ol/craigcarmean.jpg 


"Super  Tuesday" continued 
presidential  candidate. 

After  Super  Tuesday, 
McCain  has  established  714 
delegates,  while  Huckabee  is 
lagging  behind  with  181  dele- 
gates. With  Romney  suspend- 
ing his  campaign,  the  leftover 
Republican  votes  will  most 
likely  go  in  Sen.  McCain's  di- 
rection. 

"Republicans  will  be  re- 
alistic and  vote  for  McCain 
because  he  has  the  best  shot  of 
winning  the  party's  nomina- 
iion,"  commented  Deana  Ste. 
Marie,  a  senior  political  sci- 
ence major  at  WNEC. 

"Voters  will  definitely 
stay  within  party  lines,  because 
Obama  and  Clinton  are  too 
liberal  for  Republicans  who 


are  usually  conservatives," 
said  Stonehill  College  politi- 
cal science  major  and  McCain 
campaign  activist  Caitlin  Cal- 
lahan. 

The  Democratic  race  sfill 
remains  a  dead  heat.  After  Su- 
per Tuesday,  Clinton  walked 
away  with  1,063  delegates 
while  Obama's  persistency 
reaped  962  delegates.  Both 
candidates  are  approximately 
halfway  to  the  2,025  delegates 
needed  to  win  the  nomination 
for  the  Democratic  Party. 

There  are  13  more  days 
of  primaries,  with  June  3  be- 
ing the  last  day.  Each  party 
will  officially  nominate  their 
candidate  in  either  August  or 
September  at  the  national  po- 
lifical  conventions. 
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100  Days  Party 


Photos  from  the  100  Days  party  on  February  8.  Pictured  are  (from  top  left):  Sara 
FIvnn.  Amanda  Ebel.  Emily  VanLare,  Jake  Rinaldo.  Peter  Kimmett.  Devin  Smith. 
Ronald  Neuhig,  Kyle  Eichorsl,  Rebecca  Cardin.  Bottom  Row:  Ashleigh  Bergeron, 
Amanda  Ainsworth.  Julianna  Mulroy.  Courtney  Donaldson.  Tess  Daly. 


"LBC  Trends  "  continued 
and  am  giving  back  to  the 
community  to  families  who 
can't  afford  places  like  H&R 
Block,"  said  Perry.  "It's  just  an- 
other thing  to  add  on,  though." 
Conversely,  Peny  was  less  en- 
thused about  the  mall  security 
experience  and  questioned  the 
value  of  it. 

The  LBC  credit  was  first 
instituted  in  2003,  and  last 
year  was  the  first  time  seniors 
needed  the  credits  to  graduate. 

According  to  the  student 
handbook,  "[LBC]  is  envi- 
sioned that  through  the  process 
of  applying  their  classroom 
learning  to  their  experiences  in 
the  workplace,  in  the  commu- 
nity, on  the  playing  fields,  and 
across  the  campus  our  students 
will  not  only  enhance  their 
learning,  but  will  also  begin 
to  connect  their  learning  more 
directly  to  the  world  in  which 
they  live." 

The  LBC  experience  is 


similar  to  the  "service  learn- 
ing" requirement  started  by  a 
number  of  colleges  and  uni- 
versities across  the  country 
in  the  1980s.  However,  Elf- 
ant  was  careful  to  point  out 
WNEC's  unique  spin  on  the 
idea  of  "service  learning." 

"This  is  not  something 
new,  but  we  view  'experience 
learning'  as  a  variety  of  ex- 
periences students  can  use," 
said  Elfant.  "This  is  unique  to 
WNEC  because  we  tailor  it  to 
the  students." 

Normally,  areas  of  study 
are  assessed  every  five  years 
by  a  faculty  review  board 
headed  by  Chair  of  Physical 
and  Biological  Sciences  and 
Professor  of  Biology  Lorraine 
Sartori.  However,  since  this 
credit  is  new,  the  board  agreed 
it  would  be  wise  to  review 
LBC  over  several  years. 

"After  three  years  of  the 
assessment  process,  we  feJt 
LBC  was  pretty  well  intact  and 
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students  were  doing  a  pretty 
good  job,"  said  Sartori. 

Some  of  the  comments 
left  by  professors  who  have 
reviewed  the  students'  papers 
include  more  awareness  fi-om 
faculty  and  sponsors  and  sig- 


nificant improvements  in  the 
quality  of  the  reflection  pa- 
pers. 

Elfant  worked  with  se- 
nior students  last  year  to  make 
sure  that  students  would  be 
able  to  graduate  on  time.  Only 


one  student  failed  to  graduate 
in  2007  because  she  failed  to 
receive  her  LBC  credits.  How- 
ever, that  student  ignored  re- 
peated attempts  by  the  LBC 
office  to  help  rectify  the  situ- 
ation, said  Elfant. 
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Meet  the  Spartans  is  a  Bomb  of  Epic  Proportions 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


When  I  left  the  theater  after 
watching  Epic  Movie  last  year,  I  would 
never  have  believed  that  there  would 
be  a  "sequel"  to  that  sad  example  of 
a  film.  Even  now,  I  still  can't  believe 
they  made  one. 

Producers  Jason  Friedburg  and 
Aaron  Seltzer  outdid  Epic  Movie  with 
their  latest  creation,  though:  Meet  the 
Spartans  was  far  worse  than  its  prede- 
cessor. 

Parodying  everything  from  Deal 
or  No  Deal  to  Spider-Man  3,  Meet  the 
Spartans  is  one  of  the  most  pathetic  ex- 
cuses (if  not  THE  most  pathetic  excuse) 
for  a  comedy  I've  ever  had  the  honor  of 
watching.  The  main  plot  of  the  movie 
loosely  follows  that  of  300,  with  an 
enormous  amount  of  TV,  movie,  and 
pop-culture  references  mixed  in. 

I  have  to  admit,  there  were  a  few 
scenes,  mostly  in  the  beginning,  that 
were  worth  a  chuckle.  The  penguin 
that  Leonidas  fights  got  a  laugh  out  of 
me  and  some  of  the  audience.  Sanjaya 
getting  kicked  into  the  Pit  of  Death 
was  a  bit  amusing.  The  Grand  Theft 
Auto  parody  might  have  been  ftinny, 
but  Dave  Chappelle's  two  minute  GTA 
parody  was  better. 

Aside  from  these  rare  instances, 


however,  the  film  was  lame,  boring, 
and  not  ftinny  overall. 

The  majority  of  the  "humor"  was 
in  the  form  of  the  Spartans  acting  like 
homosexuals.  Having  Leonidas  kick 
celebrities  into  the  Pit  of  Death  eight 
times  was  an  overused  joke  that  might 
have  been  okay  if  used  once  or  twice. 

The  dance  contest  that  parodied 
Stomp  the  Yard,  You  Got  Served,  and 
Dancing  with  the  Stars  was  one  of 
the  stupidest  parts  of  the  film,  which 
wasn't  helped  by  the  fact  that  it  lasted 
around  1 5  minutes  despite  it  being  bor- 
ing after  two. 

The  film  had  to  have  the  all-im- 
portant Paris  Hihon,  Britney  Spears, 
and  Lindsay  Lohan  jokes  (since  those 
aren't  overused  these  days  at  all).  I  was 
really  looking  forward  to  the  Rambo 
parody  shown  in  the  trailers,  but  for 
some  mysterious  reason  it  wasn't  in- 
cluded in  the  actual  film. 

The  Gatorade  commercial  in  the 
middle  of  the  movie  was  an  absolutely 
hilarious  scene.  I  mean,  come  on;  who 
expects  a  commercial  in  a  movie?  All 
of  the  prepubescent  middle  school  kids 
got  a  big  kick  out  of  the  swear  words, 
though,  so  I  guess  it  wasn't  a  complete 
failure. 

Despite  the  attempt  of  Meet  the 
Spartans  to  incorporate  as  many  pop- 
culture  references  as  possible  into  this 


nightmare,  it's  only 
about  an  hour  and 
fifteen  minutes  long 
(I  sympathize  with 
those  who  say  it  isn't 
short  enough). 

The  song-and- 
dance  sequence  dur- 
ing the  credits  isn't 
even  worth  staying 
for,  unlike  the  one 
in  Epic  Movie  that 
was  ftmnier  than  the 
movieitself.A/ee'///;c' 
Spartans  is  an  exer- 
cise in  unoriginality, 
cliches,  and  gross- 
out  humor  used  to 
no  effect.  The  fact 
that  this  movie  ex- 


ists is  a  ftmnier  joke  fe. 


than  any  used  in  the  Despite  the  presence  of  the  heaiilifut  Carmen  Eleclru.  Meet  the 
movie.  Spartans  is  slill  horrible.  Photo  courtesy  ofwww.scifiuniled.com 


If  they  ever  de- 
cide (God  forbid)  to  make  a  "sequel" 
to  Meet  the  Spartans,  I  suggest  boy- 
cotting all  movies  until  Friedburg  and 
Seltzer  are  exiled  to  separate  moons  of 
Jupiter 

I  feel  sorry  for  all  the  people  who 
waste  money  on  a  ticket  to  this  vapid 
jumble  of  movie  references  and  failed 
attempts  at  comedy.  It  isn't  worth  the 
price  to  see  something  that  you  get  less 


laughs  out  of  than  most  YouTube  vid- 
eos. 

In  short,  don't  give  this  slag  a  sec- 
ond thought.  Don't  even  give  it  a  first 
thought. 


Langner  Rating: 
5  Bombs 


The  TV  Guy  is  Lost  in  This  Moment  With  You 


Anthony  Delmonico 

Staff  Writer 


Lost  is  notorious  now  for  being  exorbitantly  ad- 
dicting while  leaving  its  fans  completely  puzzled. 
Fortunately,  the  survivors  of  Oceanic  flight  8 1 5  carry 
enough  cagey  secrets  with  them  to  keep  us  coming 
back  for  more.  The  first  two  episodes  of  the  fourth 
season  have  been  anything  but  disappointing;  how- 
ever, here  are  some  of  the  observations  I've  made. 

Flash  Forwards:  As  if  the  flashbacks  weren't 
enough,  who  wasn't  absolutely  blown  away  by  the 
flash  forward  scene  with  Jack  and  Kate  at  the  end  of 
last  May's  finale?  Aside  from  being  one  of  the  best 
hours  of  television  in  decades,  incorporating  flash 
forwards  has  completely  changed  how  Lost  teaches 
about  the  lives  of  the  survivors.  We  know  the  Oce- 
anic Six  will  include  Jack,  Kate,  and  Hurley,  but 
I'm  eager  to  know  why  they  appear  so  aimless  after 
finally  getting  off  of  the  island.  Knowing  Lost,  we 
probably  won't  find  out  for  years. 

In  Locke  We  Trust:  Albeit  a  suspensefiji  storyline, 
who  is  the  right  leader  to  choose?  Most  fans  I've 
talked  to  have  said  that  trying  to  leave  the  island  by 
following  Jack  feels  reasonably  intuitive,  which  only 
presents  an  amazing  opportunity  for  Locke  to  come 
through  for  everyone  and  creatively  alter  the  show's 
foundation. 


So  Long,  Charlie:  Charlie  did  die,  right?  Because 
in  last  week's  episode-despite  Lost's  track  record 
of  often  neglecting  a  recent  mystery  for  weeks  on 
end-it  seemed  as  though  everyone  completely  forgot 
that  they  had  just  lost  him.  Of  even  more  peculiar 
note  was  Claire's  inexplicable  bliss,  which  I'm  go- 
ing to  assume  means  she  didn't  care  for  Charlie  as 
much  as  all  of  us  believed  she  did.  Given  the  way  he 
is  being  remembered  here  1  really  hope  he  pops  in 
for  more  special  guest  appearances,  as  he  did  in  the 
season  opener 


Welcome,  New  People:  I'm  honestly  excited  about 
this  new  set  of  characters,  who  have  been  dubbed 
"the  Freighties."  Why,  though,  did  it  take  nearly  an 
entire  episode  for  Jack  to  question  Daniel  Faraday 


as  to  why  the  Freighties  were  there;  especially  when 
they  held  a  gun  to  his  head?  Of  course,  doing  so  pre- 
serves some  of  the  suspense  for  the  episode's  final 
minutes,  but  it  really  caused  me  to  do  a  double-take 
on  Jack's  leadership  skills. 

Hurley*s  Safety:  This  probably  isn't  something 
most  of  you  thought  twice  about,  but  did  you  no- 
fice  that  Ben  and  Locke  gave  Hurley  the  "look"  in 
the  second  episode  when  he  questioned  why  Team 
Locke  made  a  detour  to  stop  at  Jacob's  cabin?  We 
now  know  that  Hurley  survives  to  become  one  of  the 
Oceanic  Six  in  the  long  run,  but  in  his  flash  forwards 
from  the  season  premiere,  the  once-laid-back  Hurley 
seemed  completely  out  of  his  element.  Please  don't 
let  anything  brutal  happen  to  one  of  the  show's  most 
relatable  characters! 

I  applaud  anyone  that  can  follow  Lost  without 
shaking  their  head  in  conftision.  This  season  prom- 
ises to  continue  setting  mind-blowing  precedents  and 
could  slither  its  way  into  Emmy  territory  given  the 
abruptly-halted  seasons  of  every  other  scripted  se- 
ries. Currently,  six  more  original  episodes  remain,  but 
with  the  strike  essentially  over  and  writers  planned  to 
return  to  work  this  week,  six  more  episodes  may  be 
produced  to  complete  the  season.  If  you  have  ever 
wanted  to  try  following  this  show,  now  is  the  time  to 
do  it.  From  an  ingenious  standpoint,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  Lost  is  one  of  the  best  series  on  television. 


J 
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Valentine's  Day  on  a 
College  Student's  Budget 


Meghan  Rose 

Staff  Writer 


With  Valentine's  Day  fast  ap- 
proaching, many  people  out  there  will 
be  rushing  to  get  gifts  for  that  special 
someone  in  their  lives.  Some  people 
are  lucky  enough  to  get  diamonds  or 
other  jewelry,  while  others  out  there  get 
stuck  with  cheesy  stuffed  animals  that 
sing  and  dance  or  get  a  pair  of  boxers 
with  hearts  and  lips  plastered  all  over 
them. 

Valentine's  Day  doesn't  have  to  be 
all  or  nothing.  As  college  kids  on  tight 
budgets,  there's  still  hope  out  there  to 
give  your  boyfriend  or  girlfriend  a  gift 
that  doesn't  cost  an  arm  and  a  leg  but 
will  still  be  much  appreciated. 

Going  to  dinner  and  a  movie  is  al- 
ways a  good  choice  if  you're  not  sure 


what  to  give  your  significant  other  for 
Valentine's  Day.  For  girls,  beauty  prod- 
ucts, chocolates,  movies,  homemade 
CDs,  and  flowers  are  sure  to  make  her 
smile.  Guys  are  always  harder  to  shop 
for,  but  movies,  CDs,  gift  certificates, 
and  chocolates  can  be  both  inexpen- 
sive and  thoughtftil. 

There  are  bargains  out  there:  Pro- 
flowers.com  offers  a  flower  arraign- 
ment for  just  $19.99.  Making  a  CD 
costs  little  to  nothing,  and  WNEC  is  of- 
fering Candy  Grams,  which  are  being 
sold  for  one  dollar  and  are  sponsored 
by  Sophomore  Council. 

Instead  of  worrying  about  what  to 
give  your  significant  other,  just  worry 
about  spending  quality  time  with  the 
person  you  care  about.  Even  if  your  gift 
isn't  the  greatest,  you  can  still  make  up 
for  it  by  showing  how  much  you  care. 


What  if...? 

By  an  anonymous  tall  man 

Standing  here  at  the  edge  of  this  cliff, 
1  find  myself  wondering  and  thinking,  what  if? 
What  if  I  opened  my  mouth  and  talked  to  you  that  night. 
Instead  of  playing  beer  pong  and  drinking  Bud  Light. 
What  if  we  did  talk  and  you  remembered  my  name, 
Would  we  have  talked  more  or  would  you  think  I  was  lame? 
What  if  I  called  you  and  we  talked  on  the  phone. 
Day  after  day  never  being  alone. 
What  if  we  hugged  and  it  felt  like  we  fit. 
Like  PB  +  J  or  a  hand  in  a  mitt? 
What  if  I  made  that  move  and  went  for  that  kiss. 
Would  our  lips  have  locked  or  would  it  be  a  swing  and  a  miss? 
What  if  I  just  missed  my  best  shot  at  love, 
Standing  at  the  edge  and  all  I  needed  was  a  shove. 


Music  Beat:  Juno,  PB&J 


Trevor  Smith 

Staff  Writer 


Juno  Soundtrack 

The  soundtrack  to  the  film  of  Juno 
is,  for  the  most  part,  the  unfamiliar 
sound  of  the  Moldy  Peaches'  Kimya 
Dawson.  Her  voice  dominates  seven 
of  the  19  tracks  on  this  movie's  musi- 
cal mix,  including  tracks  from  her  days 
in  Moldy  Peaches  and  those  in  Antsy 
Pants,  but  primarily  from  her  develop- 
ing solo  career.  These  tracks,  including 
"Tire  Swing,"  "Loose  Lips,"  and  "Tree 
Hugger,"  reflect  Dawson's  traditional 
anti-folk  beats  and  lyrics. 

The  indie  sounds  of  Belle  and  Se- 
bastian and  Cat  Power  compliment  the 
seemingly  sporadic  sound  of  Dawson, 
while  the  experimental  rock  sound  of 
Sonic  Youth,  Mott  the  Hoople,  and  the 
Nico-absent  Velvet  Underground  con- 
trast her  sound  in  a  much  more  coun- 
terproductive manner. 

To  redeem  the  slight  blights  on 
the  soundtrack  done  by  the  artists  just 


mentioned,  Barry  Louis  Polisar  took 
time  away  from  writing  songs  for  Ses- 
ame Street  to  throw  in  his  "All  I  Want 
Is  You"  for  the  opening  track.  Going 
ftill  circle  from  the  first  track,  the  last 
track,  "Anyone  Else  But  You"  (a  cover 
of  Moldy  Peaches)  performed  by  the 
actors  Micheal  Cera  and  Ellen  Page,  is 
fitting  conclusion  to  an  overall  clumsy- 
yet-trendy  sound. 

Peter  Bjorn  and  John 

Not  exactly  a  new  release,  but  still 
a  CD  I  wanted  to  revisit,  I  have  taken 
another  listen  to  Peter  Bjom  and  John's 
album  Writer  s  Block. 

At  a  time  when  Swedish  indie 
rock  bands  seem  to  be  overpopulating 
the  UK  and  consequently  overflowing 
into  the  US,  I  must  say  that  1  am  grate- 
fiil.  Their  sound  remains  distinct  and 
their  lyrics  are  simply  wonderfiil. 

With  the  track  "Young  Folks"  fea- 
tured on  Grey's  Anatomy,  PB&J  was 
given  a  newfound  popularity  in  the 
US.  Through  bongos  and  whistling, 
it  is  hard  not  to  find  amusement.  The 
song  "Amsterdam"  lends  a  repetitive 
electronic  beat  to  listeners  and  the  song 
"Let's  Call  It  Off'  may  or  may  not  have 
subliminal  resemblance  to  the  famous 
McDonald's  jingle. 

While  each  track  possesses  its 
sense  of  poetic  justice  to  the  album's 
name,  the  song  "Objects  of  my  Affec- 
tion" can  sum  up  the  central  theme  of 
Writer  s  Block  with,  "The  question  is. 
was  I  more  alive  then  than  I  am  now/1 
happily  have  to  disagree/I  laugh  more 
often  now,  I  cry  more  often  now/I  am 
more  me." 


Valentine's  Day 
Love  Horoscopes 


Aquarius  (January  20-Febru- 
ary  18):  You  will  find  love  at  the  next 
social  gathering  you  attend.. .only  if 
Michael  Jackson  is  there,  though. 

Pisces  (February  19-March  20): 
Your  soulmate  is  just  around  the  cor- 
ner. Expect  a  relationship  that  will  re- 
sult in  a  happy  marriage.  Good  thing 
you're  a  Pisces. 

Aries  (March  21-ApriI  19):  You 
and  your  loved  one  should  expect  to 
travel  in  the  near  fiiture  when  you  find 
yourselves  duct-taped  to  the  back  of  an 
18-wheeler. 

Taurus  (April  20-May  20):  If 

you  get  a  love  letter  in  the  mail,  don't 
get  excited;  it  was  addressed  to  the 
wrong  person. 

Gemini  (May  21-June  21):  Your 
Valentine's  Day  will  be  spent  with  a 
romantic  night  at  the  Eiffel  Tower  with 


someone  you  love  dearly.  By  "Eiffel 
Tower,"  I  mean  your  parents'  base- 
ment, and  by  "someone  you  love  dear- 
ly," I  mean  yourself 

Cancer  (June  22^uly  22):  If 

you're  emo,  don't  worry.  There's  some- 
one out  there  for  everyone.  Chances 
are  you  won't  find  them,  but  hey,  try  to 
have  more  self-esteem,  jerk. 

Leo  (July  23-August  22):  Love 
will  find  you  like  a  beautifiil  dove  fly- 
ing through  your  window  in  the  early 
morning.  Too  bad  that  dove  has  avian 
flu. 

Virgo   (August  23-September 

22)  :  Luck  is  a  lady  tonight,  which  is  a 
good  thing  if  you're  interested  in  wom- 
en. Otherwise,  just  stay  home. 

Libra  (September  23-October 

23)  :  Ah,  a  nice  romantic  dinner  by  can- 
dlelight, with  lop-notch  food  and  deep. 


heartfelt  discussions  with  your  lover. . 
is  what  you'll  be  wishing  is  happening 
as  you  sit  on  your  couch  alone  drink 
ing  cheap  booze  and  watching  reruns 
of  American  Idol. 

Scorpio  (October  24-November 
21):  Hopeftilly  you're  a  blues  musi 
cian;  you'll  have  a  lot  to  sing  about 
after  this  Valentine's  Day. 

Sagittarius  (November  22-De- 
cember  21):  Ever  hear  of  the  St.  Val- 
entine's Day  Massacre?  It's  a  possibil- 
ity, but  horoscopes  have  been  known 
to  be  wrong.  Once  or  twice.  Even  so, 
it's  still  recommended  that  you  check 
any  Valentine's  Day  gifts  with  an  x- 
ray  device. 

Capricorn  (December  22-Janu- 
ary  19):  Don't  be  sad;  your  Valentine's 
Day  will  serve  as  perfect  material  for 
one  of  those  depressing  romance  mov- 
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King  Crossword 


ACROSS 

44 

Belligerent 

11 

Put  forth 

1 

Towns 

deity 

17 

Curie 

6 

"Bam!" 

45 

Kitchen 

discovery 

9 

Raw  rock 

device 

19 

Man  with  a 

12 

Dizzying 

47 

Hoarder  of  a 

van 

designs 

sort 

21 

Keep  talking 

13 

Mimic 

49 

Wipe  out 

22 

Ultramodemist 

14 

Gender 

52 

Biblical 

24 

Wood- 

15 

Ancient 

verb  suffix 

shaping  tool 

Roman  port 

53 

Rocks 

26 

Grayish-red 

16 

Worl<aday 

54 

Chipped  in 

28 

Grates 

grind 

55 

—  Moines 

30 

Roscoe 

18 

Beast 

56 

Garden  plot 

32 

Kids  (SI.) 

20 

Culture 

33 

Greek  vowel 

medium 

57 

...  and  what 

34 

Pigs'  digs 

21 

Pismire 

may  grow 

36 

Walking  on 

23 

Affirmative 

there 

air 

action? 

38 

Stared 

24 

Skilled 

DOWN 

open-mouthed 

25 

Out  of 

1 

Greet  the 

39 

Speak  from 

bounds 

villain 

the  soapbox 

27 

"Aida" 

2 

Boom  times 

40 

Georgia  and 

composer 

3 

Knocking 

Cal 

29 

Period  of 

noise 

42 

Remove  wool 

decline 

4 

Smile 

45 

Spiked  club 

31 

Blue  shades 

5 

Blotch 

46 

Cube-maker 

35 

Fillies' 

6 

Procession 

Rubik 

mothers 

7 

October 

48 

Eve, 

37 

No  purebred 

stone 

originally 

38 

Reached 

8 

Drench 

50 

Witness 

41 

1950s  DJ's 

9 

Orange 

51 

Mag.  staffers 

stack 

variety 

43 

Festive 

10 

Summarize 

1 

2 

3 

4 

7 

8 

17 

9 

10 

11 

12 

-- 

14 

15 

19 

20 

21 
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23 

24 

25 

26 

27 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


r  Moderate  *  *  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOYI 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


r  Moderate   *  *  Challenging 
*  ★  *  HOO  BOY! 


GO  FIGURE!  ''v' 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
Eind  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  artth- 
metic  signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  lo 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


*  Moderate  *  *  Difficult 
***G0  FIGURE! 
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GO   FIGURE!      L  noa  Ihstle 


The  idea  of  Go  Rgure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  beldw  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


*  Moderate  **  Difficult 
***G0  FIGURE! 
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Sox  Spring  Training  Brings  Many  Familiar  Faces 


Sara  Flynn 

Staff  Writer 


Just  the  thought  of 
Florida  alone  can  be  a  warm 
enough  thought  for  us  during 
these  cold  days  of  February. 
Combining  the  thoughts  of 
Florida  baseball  and  spring- 
time give  us  just  enough  mo- 
tivation to  get  through  the  last 
few  months  of  winter. 

That's  right,  baseball  sea- 
son is  coming  sooner  than  we 
all  think.  With  just  two  months 
until  the  start  of  the  season, 
pitchers  and  catchers  for  the 
Boston  Red  Sox  report  to  Ft. 
Myers,  FL,  for  spring  training; 
that's  right,  SPRING  training. 

Every  offseason,  teams 
scramble  to  make  changes  to 
their  teams.  They  focus  on  the 
problem  areas  that  kept  their 
team  from  winning  a  World 


Series,  getting  to  the  playoffs, 
or  even  having  a  winning  re- 
cord the  previous  year.  But  the 
Red  Sox  don't  need  to  do  that, 
because,  after  all,  they  were 
the  World  Series  Champions 
last  season. 

For  this  reason,  the  Red 
Sox  kept  the  starting  rotation 
almost  the  same.  If  you  don't 
remember,  the  rotation  in- 
cludes Josh  Beckett.  Curt  Shil- 
ling, Daisuke  Matsuzaka,  and 
Tim  Wakefield.  The  difference 
may  lie  in  the  fifth  spot  of  the 
rotation;  it  could  include  either 
Clay  Buchholz  or  Jon  Lester. 

As  for  catchers,  Jason  Va- 
ritek  will  be  back  as  the  Red 
Sox  catcher.  Tek  has  been  the 
Red  Sox  primary  catcher  for 
ten  years,  and  has  been  on  the 
team  for  11.  Once  again,  the 
Red  Sox  do  not  change  much 
from  last  year. 


The  scene  at  Fenway  Park  should  look  familiar  to  most  Sox  fans  this 
season.  For  the  first  time  in  many  years,  all  starting  position  players 
and four  of  last  year  s  starting  pitchers  will  once  again  be  in  Red  Sox 
uniforms  this  spring.  Armed  with  some  young  talent  as  well,  the  team 
is  looking  to  make  another  run  at  the  World  Series  next  fall. 


Weekly  Campus  Ministry  Events 

Morning  Meditations,  Tues.  at  8  a.m.  - 

Bear's  Den 
Havurah  Schmooze,  Tues.  at  noon  -  CCS 
Catholic  Luncheon,  Tues.  at  12:30  -  CCS 
Protestant  Luncheon,  Tues.  at  12:30  -  CC6 
Cornerstone  Christian  Fellowship,  Tues. 
at  9  p.m.  -  Bear's  Den 
Roman  Catholic  Mass,  Sun.  at  7  p.m.  - 
Sleith  100 

Campus  Ministry  Contact  Info: 
Rabbi  Jerome  Gurland,  Sheila  Hannifan:  782-1628 
Pastor  Dan  Nicewonger:  dnicewon@wnec.edu 
Louise  Ingram:  lingram@wnec.edti 
Fr.  John  McDonagh:  j.mcdonagh@diospringfield.org 


City  of  Palms  Park:  the  spring  home  of  the  Red  Sox.  Photo  courtesy  ofwww-southwestJloridaspQrts.com. 


The  Red  Sox  backup 
catcher  and  catcher  for  Tim 
Wakefield  is  still  on  the  fi-ee 
agent  list  and  questionable  to 
return  to  the  Sox  for  next  year. 
If  Mirabelli  does  not  return, 
Kevin  Cash  may  be  the  backup 
catcher  for  the  Red  Sox;  Cash 
caught  for  Wakefield  when 
Mirabelli  was  injured. 

The  comer  infield  for 
the  Red  Sox  also  looks  the 
same  as  last  year's  with  Kev- 
in Youkilis  at  first  and  Mike 
Lowell  at  third.  Last  year  was 
one  of  Youk's  better  years;  he 
posted  a  .288  batting  average, 
16  home  runs,  83  RBls,  and 
what  could  be  argued  as  one 
of  the  most  important  stats  in 
baseball,  a  .390  on-base  per- 
centage. 

Third  base  is  occupied 
b\'  gold  glove  winner  Mike 
Lowell,  a  Boston  fan  favorite. 
Mike  Lowell  was  a  free  agent 
at  the  end  of  the  season.  He 
signed  again  with  the  Sox  even 
though  he  probably  could  have 
been  paid  more  to  play  for  an- 
other team. 

Lowell  will  now  be  part 
of  the  Boston  Red  Sox  for  the 
next  three  years  (if  we  don't 
trade  him,  of  course).  Lowell 
also  had  one  of  the  best  sea- 
sons of  his  career  with  an  aver- 
age of  .324.  21  home  runs  and 
120  RBls  last  year. 

The  Red  Sox  center  in- 
field didn't  see  much  change, 
either.  Dustin  Pedroia  has  sur- 
prised us  all.  Who  thought  a 


rookie  could  have  the  season 
that  Dustin  Pedroia  had?  I  may 
have  a  bias  because  he's  my  fa- 
vorite player  on  the  team,  but 
he  did  pull  away  with  Rookie 
of  the  Year  honors  with  his 
.317  batting  average,  86  runs, 
and  .380  on-base  percent- 
age. The  thing  with  rookies, 
though,  is  that  there's  always 
room  for  improvement. 

Julio  Lugo  will  again  be 
the  Red  Sox  shortstop.  The 
Sox  hope  that  Lugo  has  a  bet- 
ter season  than  last;  at  times  he 
was  shaky  has  at  defensive  po- 
sition. A  lot  of  players  have  a 
bad  first  season  in  Boston  but 
come  back  strong  in  their  sec- 
ond season.  Let's  all  hope  that 
this  remains  true  for  Lugo. 

The  one  good  thing  about 
the  infield  this  year  for  Boston 
is  that  for  the  first  time  in  the 
21st  century  the  infield  is  not 
changing.  This  consistency 
may  help  the  Sox  get  back  to 
the  Worid  Series  this  season. 

The  outfield  for  the  Sox 
looks  about  the  same  as  well. 
The  Red  Sox  of  course  have 
Manny  Ramirez  in  left  field. 
Although  Manny  has  given  us 
many  defensive  scares  in  sea- 


sons past,  he  seems  to  make 
the  big  plays  when  they  really 
count.  Manny  didn't  hit  his 
usual  .300  last  year;  instead  he 
batted  .296.  Hopefrilly.  Manny 
will  bring  his  batting  average 
well  above  .300  again  this 
year. 

Right  field  will  feature 
J.D.  Drew,  who  didn't  have  his 
best  season  last  year.  He  had 
one  of  his  career  worst  sea- 
sons with  the  Red  Sox.  batting 
only  .270.  Hopeftilly.  he  will 
bounce  back  this  season. 

Center  field  might  feature 
a  change  this  season;  we'll 
likely  see  Ellsbury  and  Crisp 
fighting  for  playing  time. 

The  Boston  Red  Sox  seem 
to  have  almost  the  same  team 
as  last  year;  they're  going  with 
the  theory  that  you  shouldn't 
mess  with  perfection. 

If  the  Sox  keep  Pedroia, 
Ellsbury,  and  Buchholz,  they 
could  not  only  have  a  great 
season  this  year,  but  great  sea- 
sons in  years  to  come  as  well. 
There  is  one  thing  that  could 
change  during  this  spring  train- 
ing: maybe  Manny  will  arrive 
on  time.  1  wouldn't  count  on  it. 
though. 


The  Westerner  Goes  Online 

The  Westerner ?X2if(\sa\wa.ys  looking fornew and  improved 
ways  to  gather  student  feedback.  Starting  this  week,  we'll 
will  be  inviting  all  students  to  join  our  Facebook  group. 
This  group  will  allow  students  to  download  current  issues 
of  The  Westerner  and  comment  on  articles  and  stories.  The 
site  will  also  provide  an  easy  link  for  contacting  Westerner 
staff  and  a  forum  for  discussing  articles  with  other  WNEC 
students. 
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Glastonbury,  CT  Has  a  Special  WNEC  Connection 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


Senior  baseball  co-cap- 
tain Ryan  Kravontka  leads  a 
group  of  eight  Glastonbury. 
CT,  natives  participating  in 
Western  New  England  College 
athletics.  Kravontka  is  joined 
on  the  diamond  by  fellow 
Glastonbury  residents  Steve 
Kearney,  Nick  Martino,  and 
Zach  Cloft. 

Kravontka.  a  shortstop, 
led  the  Golden  Bears  in  hitting 
last  spring  with  a  .382  aver- 
age in  40  games.  A  Dean's  List 
communications  major,  he 
also  led  the  team  in  hits  (58), 
total  bases  (83),  runs  (36),  and 
slugging  percentage  (.546). 

The  Vice  President  of  the 
WNEC  Student-Athlete  Ad- 
visory Committee,  Kravontka 
was  named  to  the  All-Great 
Northeast  Athletic  Conference 
(GNAC)  First  Team,  ECAC 
Division  Ml  New  England  All 
Star  Second  Team,  and  the  All- 
New  England  intercollegiate 


Baseball  Association  (NEiBA) 
Division  III  Third  Team. 

"The  baseball  program  in 
Glastonbury  has  always  been 
strong,"  said  Kravontka.  "We 
have  always  had  coaches  who 
could  get  the  job  done." 

"The  baseball  program 
from  when  we  were  seven 
years  old  until  high  school  was 
very  structured  and  taught  us 
players  very  well,"  he  said.  "I 
think  when  I  came  here  in  2005 
it  almost  'broke  the  barrier'  if 
you  will  between  WNEC  and 
Glastonbury." 

"When  the  guys  saw  how 
easily  1  transitioned  from  high 
school  to  college  at  WNEC, 
they  gave  this  school  a  second 
look."  said  Kravontka.  "Also, 
Coach  LaBranche  has  brought 
this  program  a  long  way,  and 
he  has  noticed  that  there  is 
good  talent  in  Glastonbury," 

Coach  Matt  LaBranche  is 
quite  pleased  with  the  impact 
the  Glastonbury  players  have 
had  on  this  program.  "We  were 
fortunate  to  see  Ryan  play  and 


his  success  here  has  brought  in 
other  players  from  the  area," 
said  LaBranche. 

"Glastonbury  has  a 
strong  program;  they  are  well 
coached  and  all  of  them  have 
had  great  attitudes.  It  seems 
that  WNEC  has  been  a  good  fit 
for  Glastonbury  kids,  now  we 
make  it  a  priority  to  get  down 
to  Glastonbury  a  couple  of 
times  a  year  and  watch  some 
games,"  LaBranche  noted. 

Kearney,  a  sophomore 
Exploratory  major,  looks  to  be 
a  key  contributor  in  the  out- 
field. Last  season  as  a  fresh- 
man he  hit  .258  in  34  games, 
scored  28  runs,  and  had  a  .395 
on  base  percentage. 

Kearney  made  only  one 
error  in  51  chances  from  right 


field.  He  also  was  named 
GNAC  Rookie-of-the-Week 
(April  23). 

Martino,  a  sophomore 
Psychology  major,  may  end  up 
pairing  with  Kravontka  at  third 
base,  a  role  reversal  from  high 
school  when  Martino  played 
shortstop  and  Kravontka  was 
at  third. 

Cloft,  a  freshman  sports 
management  major,  rounds 
out  the  group  of  Glastonbury 
baseball  players. 

With  the  help  of  Kra- 
vontka, Kearney  and  Martino, 
WNEC  went  28-12,  won  the 
GNAC  regular  season  and 
tournament,  and  advanced  to 
the  second  round  of  the  NCAA 
Division  III  tournament  last 


The  nationally-ranked 
men's  lacrosse  team  also  fea- 
tures a  pair  of  Glastonbury 
graduates  in  senior  midfielder 
Tim  Heffeman  and  senior  de- 
fender Ian  Franckling.  Last 
season  Heffeman  contributed 
ten  goals  and  six  assists  while 
Franckling  was  named  to  the 
Pilgrim  League  Academic 
Team. 

Rounding  out  the  group 
is  sophomore  forward  Cougar 
Moynihan  on  the  women's 
lacrosse  team  and  freshman 
midfielder  Taryn  Lagasse  on 
women's  soccer.  As  a  fresh- 
man, Moynihan  scored  1 5 
goals  in  15  games  while  La- 
gasse finished  her  first  season 
on  the  soccer  team  with  two 
goals  in  17  appearances. 


Bruins  Report 


Chris  Townsend 

Staff  Writer 

Captain  Zdeno  Chara, 
center  Marc  Savard,  and  goal- 
tender  Tim  Thomas  repre- 
sented the  Bruins  at  the  NHL 
All-Star  Game  in  Atlanta  this 
year.  During  the  SuperSkills 
competition,  Chara  was  able  to 
retain  his  title  for  hardest  shot, 


registering  a  speed  of  103.1 
mph. 

In  the  game  itself,  Tim 
Thomas  donned  the  mask  for 
the  Eastern  Conference  dur- 
ing the  third  period,  allowing 
four  goals  on  eighteen  shots. 
Fittingly,  Marc  Savard  bailed 
Thomas  out,  scoring  the  win- 
ning goal  with  20.9  seconds 
left  in  regulation. 


Giant  Upset  in  Super  Bowl  XLII 


The  New  York  Giants  pulled  off  a  major  ttpsel  in  Super  Bowl  XLll.  beating  the  undefeated  New  Eng- 
land Patriots  !  7-14  in  the  final  seconds  of  the  game.  Left:  Super  Bowl  MVP  Eli  Manning  hoists  the  Lom- 
bard! trophy  with  Giants  Head  Coach  Tom  Coughlin.  Right:  Michael  Strahan  (92)  celebrates  after  sacking 
Tom  Brady  in  the  third  quarter:  he  was  sacked five  times  during  the  game.  Photos  courtesy  ofboston.com. 


UPCOMING  WINTER  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Games  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  s 


WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 
Record:  13-8 


MEN'S  BASKETBALL 
Record:  13-8 


Conference:  8-1 

Conference:  7-2 

02/16 

Sat 

Gordon  College  c 

1:00  PM 

02/16 

Sat 

Gordon  College  c 

3:00  PM 

02/20 

Wed 

Anna  Maria  College  c 

6:00  PM 

02/20 

Wed 

Anna  Maria  College  c 

8:00  PM 

02/23 

Sat 

Colby-Sawyer  College  c 

3:00  PM 

02/23 

Sat 

Colby-Sawyer  College  c 

1:00  PM 

MEN'S  WRESTLING 

WOMEN'S  SWIMMING 

02/15 

Fri 

M.I.T. 

6:00  PM 

02/15 

Fri 

NEWISDA  Championship  2 

TBA 

02/15 

Fri 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Academy 

6:00  PM 

02/16 

Sat 

NEWISDA  Championship  2 

TBA 

02/23 

Sat 

NECCWA  Championships 

10:00  AM 

02/17 

Sun 

NEWISDA  Championship  2 

TBA 

02/24 

Sun 

NECCWA  Championships 

10:00  AM 

MEN'S  ICE  HOCKEY 

02/14 

Thu 

Framingham  State  College  c 

7:20  PM 

02/16 

Sat 

Salve  Regina  University  c 

7:00  PM 

02/19 

Ttie 

Nichols  College  c 

7:10  PM 

02/21 

Thu 

Becker  College  c 

7:20  PM 

02/26 

T*ie 

Johnson  and  Wales  University  c 

7:10  PM 
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Fire  Engulfs  the  AHLC  Training  Room 


Terrence  Edwards 

News  Editor 

The  training  room  in  the 
AHLC  caught  fire  early  on 
Thursday,  February  2 1 . 

A  dishwasher  in  the  train- 
ing room  sparked  a  small 
electrical  fire  at  4:45  a.m.. 
setting  off  an  alarm  in  the  air 
duct  system,  said  Police  Chief 
Adam  Woodrow.  The  Spring- 
Held  Fire  Department  arrived  a 
few  minutes  later  at  4:49  a.m. 
when  the  alarm  automatically 
alerted  them. 

"The  damage  was  fairly 
minor  in  the  scheme  of  things." 
said  Vice  President  for  Finance 
and  Administration  David 
Kruger.  "The  sprinkler  system 
did  a  good  job  putting  out  the 
fire." 

The  fire  occurred  shortly 


after  the  AHLC's  housekeep- 
ing staff  finished  cleaning  the 
rear  area  of  the  building,  said 
Woodrow.  He  reported  that  no 
one  in  the  building  was  injured 
fi-om  the  accident. 

"The  accident  is  under 
investigation  as  to  why  it  oc- 
curred, but  we  haven't  found 
anything  yet,"  said  Woodrow. 

The  Springfield  Arson 
Squad  conducted  an  investiga- 
tion at  the  scene  of  the  acci- 
dent but  found  nothing  to  sug- 
gest suspicious  activity,  said 
Kruger.  He  suggested  that  the 
fire  was  likely  due  to  a  device 
failure  or  a  piece  of  plastic  that 
came  into  contact  with  the  wir- 
ing. 

Kruger  speculated  that 
the  fire  may  have  been  due  to 
athletic  cups  placed  inside  a 
dishwasher  unattended  over- 


night. The  administration 
modify  procedure  so  cups  are 
washed  first  thing  in  the  morn- 
ing instead,  said  Kruger. 

"We  were  most  con- 
cerned with  the  smoke  filtering 
throughout  the  building,"  said 


February  21. 
Kruger.  "We  wanted  clean  air 
for  the  students  who  walked 


Students  received  voice 
and  text  messages  courtesy 
of  the  e2Campus  messaging 

Conl  'nmed  on  page  2 


Spring  Event  Headliner  Announced 


y 


3 


I 


Comedian  Jim  Gaffigan  will  be  headlining  this  year  s  Spring  Event  an 
Saturday.  April  19.  Student  tickets  will  be  available  from  1 1-2  in  the 
Campus  Center  starting  March  5.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.avclub.com. 


Flooding  Closes  Campus  Roadways 


Students  iw  eiwd  clCaiiipus  alerts  for  the  second  time  in  a  week  on 
Monday.  February  IH.  Tlie  road  behind  LaRiviere  was  closed  due  to 
flooding  from  the  day's  heavy  rains.  Photo  by  Amanda  Ebel. 


Mortgage  Crisis  to 
Affect  Student  Loans 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 


The  latest  sector  to  be  hit 
by  the  mortgage  crisis  could 
have  a  significant  impact  on 
college  students  across  the 
country.  The  crisis  is  already 
having  a  significant  impact  on 
the  market  for  student  loans, 
and  experts  fear  that  we  haven't 
seen  the  worst  of  it  yet. 

The  problem,  dubbed  the 
"subprime"  mortgage  crisis, 
began  a  few  years  back  when 
mortgage  lenders  relaxed  bor- 
rowing standards.  They  began 
targeting  high-risk  borrow- 
ers by  offering  $0  down  pay- 
ment mortgages,  interest-only 
loans,  and  allowing  borrowers 
to  verify  their  own  income  and 
employment  information. 

The  relaxation  of  stan- 
dards was  due,  in  part,  to  the 
speculation  that  real  estate 
prices  would  always  rise. 
Thus,  if  a  bortower  defaulted 
on  his  or  her  loan,  the  lender 
would  still  own  property  thai 
was  worth  more  than  the  mort- 
gage that  they  held. 


Mortgage  companies 
don't  actually  carry  the  mort- 
gages they  sell  on  their  books. 
Instead,  they  bundle  mortgages 
as  assets  and  sell  them  to  trusts 
of  private  investors.  The  trusts 
receive  mortgage  payments  as 
income,  which  they  distribute 
to  their  investors. 

In  late  2006,  this  system 
started  to  encounter  difficul- 
ties. One  of  the  worst  problems 
was  the  variable-rate  mort- 
gage, which  offered  borrowers 
an  initial  low  interest  rate  be- 
fore switching  to  a  higher  vari- 
able rate  a  few  years  later. 

As  variable  interest  rates 
increased,  there  was  a  large 
spike  in  the  number  of  defaults 
and  foreclosures  by  borrowers 
who  couldn't  afford  their  in- 
creased mortgage  payments. 
Since  housing  prices  didn't 
increase  like  many  speculated, 
investors  ended  up  with  loads 
of  bad  debt  on  their  books  and 
took  heavy  losses. 

According  to  FinAid. 
com,  these  losses  are  now  be- 
ginning to  impact  the  market 
Continued  on  page  S 
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Diversity  According  to  South  Park  Lecture 


Trevor  Smith 

Staff  Writer 


Using  the  cultural  icons 
of  Cartman,  Kyle,  Stan,  and 
Kenny  from  South  Park. 
and  the  Griffin  family  from 
Family  Guy,  Matt  Glowacki 
spreads  the  word  on  diversity. 
Glowacki  interprets  diversity 
as  a  verb  meaning  "to  learn 
from  people  who  are  different 
than  us." 

Glowacki  travels  to  over 
1 00  different  colleges  each 
year,  as  well  as  elementary  and 
high  schools.  Most  recently,  he 
gave  a  presentation  at  WNEC 
in  Sleith  100  on  February  18. 

His  presentation  consist- 
ed of  clips  from  Family  Guy 
and  South  Park  episodes  com- 
bined with  personal  anecdotes 
of  encounters  with  diversity.  It 
might  also  be  worth  mention- 


Cleveland  Brown  o/Family  Guy. 
Courtesy  of  www.flickr.com. 


ing  that  Glowacki  was  bom 
without  legs  due  to  an  abnor- 
mal genetic  defect. 

Glowacki  hopes  that 
as  people  come  away  from 
his  presentation,  they  "know 
enough  to  stand  up  and  say 
something  when  they  are  wit- 
ness to  ignorance  of  other  di- 
versities and  other's  rights.  1 
just  want  people  to  do  what  is 
right  and  not  partake  in  such 
ignorance." 

The  focus  of  Glowacki 's 
presentation  was  on  three  core 
isms.  "Lookism"  is  the  dis- 
crimination against  what  you 
see  in  others  and  yourself 

An  example  of  lookism  is 
the  portrayal  of  the  "beautifril" 
couple,  the  Beckhams,  by  the 
media  and  marketing  agencies 
as  to  what  beauty  is  and  how 
we  all  should  look. 

Another  classic  example 
presented  was  the  body  of 
the  Barbie  doll  and  her  newer 
counterparts  the  Bratz  dolls. 
These  toys  have  been  making 
children  as  young  as  four  feel 
the  strains  of  being  self-con- 
scious about  their  appearance. 

Glowacki  says  that  the 
effects  of  lookism  hit  home 
when  "we  look  at  ourselves  in 
the  mirror  and  judge  against 
an  unrealistic  bombardment  of 
what  we  should  look  like  by 
the  media." 

He  also  spoke  on  how  the 
images  of  models  we  see  on 
television  or  in  magazines  are 
no  more  real  than  cartoons  that 


South  Park  image  courtesy 
we  watch  due  to  the  amount  of 
digital ization  that  goes  into 
making  the  final  endorsing 
product. 

The  second  ism  Glowacki 
spoke  about  was  "Able ism." 
Ableism  is  the  discrimination 
against  disabled  people.  He 
more  comically  refers  to  this 
ism  as  being  "gimp-phobic."  :j. 

Though  he  has  been  <vith- 
out  legs  since  birth,  he  says 
the  only  tiryie  he  ever  feels  dis- 
abled is  for  the  few  seconfls  it 
takes  him  to  get  out  of  his  car 
and  into  his  wheelchair. 

He  sfressed  the  impor- 
tance of  our  society's  aware- 
ness of  ablesim  in  the  1.5  mil- 
lion veterans  home  from  fraq 
and  Afghanistan.  One-third  of 
these  veterans  have  already 
filed  for  disability. 

The  final  and  more  cultur- 
ally conscious  ism  is  racism. 
This  lack  of  understanding  of 


of  www.notcomitig.com. 
what  it  is  to  be  of  a  different 
race  is  best  described  through 
a  clip  of  South  Park's  charac- 
ter Stan's  revelation,  "I  get  it! 
I  don't  get  it."  This  is  taken 
to  mean  that  no  race  can  ever 
frjUy  understand  what  it  really 
means  to  be  another. 

Glowacki's  theory  of 
combating  racism  is  "not  to 
avoid  words  and  slurs  that  pro- 
voke racial  tensions,  but  rather 
to  teach  the  meanings  of  these 
words  and  the  history  behind 
them." 

When  asked  if  he  con- 
sidered himself  a  motivational 
speaker.  Glowacki  replied,  "I 
do  not  see  myself  as  a  moti- 
vational speaker.  Tm  an  in- 
formative lecturer.  A  moti- 
vational speaker  has  usually 
gone  through  some  amazing 
or  traumatic  life  altering  ex- 
perience. I  was  simply  bom 
without  legs." 


"Fire"  continued 
system  at  around  8:30  a.m. 
on  Thursday  morning.  The 
message  informed  students 
that  the  locker  rooms,  weight 
room,  wrestling  room,  pool, 
and  central  hall  were  closed 
until  further  notice. 

Upon  investigation  at  1 1 
a.m.,  the  smell  of  smoke  and 
traces  of  smolder  lingered  in 
the  air.  Many  of  the  athletic 
directors  were  busy  coordinat- 
ing and  directing  the  staff  to 
address  the  scene. 

At  the  time  of  question- 
ing, the  administration  had  not 
yet  fully  calculated  the  sum  of 
all  the  damages. 


Kmger  felt  the  ceiling 
tiles  would  have  to  be  re- 
placed because  of  the  fire.  The 
sprinkler  system  also  caused 
a  great  deal  of  water  damage 
to  medical  supplies  and  the 
walls,  he  said.  After  the  walls 
are  washed,  the  administration 
will  decide  if  they  must  be  re- 
painted. 

The  wrestling  room,  lock- 
ers, and  weight  room  were  re- 
opened at  12  p.m.  for  student 
use,  said  athletic  staffer  Kris- 
tin Voiz. 

The  training  room  was 
temporarily  relocated  to  the 
Hail  of  Fame,  but  was  moved 
to  the  wrestling  room. 


Check  out  The  Westerner  on  Facebook  for  an 
exclusive  interview  and  photos  from  the 
Lansdowne  concert  on  February  22! 
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Local  Resident  Ralph  Pryse  Inspires  WNEC 


Canio  Carlucci 

Staff  Writer 

WNEC  Junior  Keith 
RadcIifFe  has  a  very  unique 
work  study  job  every  Monday, 
Wednesday,  and  Friday  in  the 
AHLC.  Three  times  a  week, 
Radcliffe  works  with  a  dis- 
abled member  of  the  Spring- 
field community  named  Ralph 
Pryse. 

I  had  the  privilege  of 
meeting  with  Ralph  and  his 
mother  Helga  just  before  win- 
ter break  and  heard  his  story. 
1  even  got  to  play  3-D  chess 
with  Ralph,  which  is  a  game 
he  designed. 

Ralph's  family  immigrat- 
ed to  the  U.S.  in  1955  when 


Ralph  was  just  three  years  old. 
As  Ralph  grew  up,  he  stood  out 
as  one  of  the  top  scholars  in  his 
class.  With  a  true  passion  for 
engineering  and  math,  Ralph 
was  a  national  merit  scholar 
and  attended  many  programs 
for  outstanding  scholars  dur- 
ing high  school. 

However  Ralph  was  far 
more  than  just  an  outstanding 
scholar.  He  was  also  a  water 
polo  goalie  and  involved  in 
many  extracurricular  activi- 
ties, including  school  sports 
announcing. 

Ralph  also  had  a  passion 
for  motorcycles  and  other  mo- 
tor vehicles.  He  followed  this 
passion  by  teaching  himself 
everything  about  motors  and 


Ralph  Pryse  (left).  Keith  Radcliffe  (center),  and  Helga  Pryse. 


how  they  work.  He  even  went 
so  far  as  to  completely  disas- 
semble and  rebuild  a  motor- 
cycle motor. 

In  1974,  Ralph  was  in- 
volved in  a  devastating  motor- 
cycle accident  just  11  days  af- 
ter purchasing  a  BMW  SOOcc 
motorcycle.  He  was  riding  in 
the  mountains  of  California, 
where  a  fallen  rock  reduced 
the  road  from  three  lanes  to 
two.  While  avoiding  the  rock, 
Ralph  collided  with  a  truck, 
resulting  in  severe  injuries,  in- 
cluding head  trauma. 

Ralph  spent  three  months 
in  the  ICU  and  six  months  in  a 
coma  with  his  body  tempera- 
ture reaching  up  to  105  de- 
grees. Ralph  received  the  best 
care  available  at  the  time,  but 
when  he  came  out  of  his  coma 
his  brain  trauma  had  caused 
him  to  lose  nearly  ail  of  his 
memory. 

Ralph  had  to  start  over. 
First,  he  had  to  releam  even 
the  most  basic  tasks  such  as 
walking,  basic  motor  func- 
tions, and  talking.  Since  his 
accident,  Ralph  has  showed  an 
inspiring  will  to  learn  and  con- 
tinue learning,  given  what  he 
has  been  through. 

Ralph  slowly  releamed 


Ralph  with  his  3-D  Chess  Board 
many  things  he  loved  and  has 
even  retaught  himself  math  up 
to  pre-calculus.  Ralph  has  also 
worked  with  WNEC's  Dr.  Pe- 
losi  and  learned  how  to  write 
computer  programs  in  the  APL 
language. 

Dr.  Pelosi  has  been  very 
impressed  with  Ralph's  work 
and  continues  to  work  with 
him  from  time  to  time. 

When  I  met  with  Ralph, 
I  got  to  play  3-D  chess,  which 
is  an  extremely  fun  game  that 
Ralph  designed  and  laid  out 
himself  The  game  is  inspired 
by  the  3-D  chess  Dr.  Spock 
plays  in  Star  Trek. 

3-D  chess  is  played  on 
four  1 6  square  levels,  and  char- 
acters move  in  the  same  ways 


Ralph  designed  the  game  himself. 
as  in  normal  chess.  It  follows 
the  same  color  pattems-just  on 
four  separate  levels-allowing 
the  characters  to  move  verti- 
cally and  horizontally  across 
the  playing  field. 

Ralph  describes  it  as,  "a 
mean  and  dangerous  game." 
I  can  stand  behind  this  state- 
ment because  Ralph  defeated 
me  in  about  four  moves. 

Ralph  and  Radcliffe  work 
together  three  times  a  week, 
either  doing  physical  activi- 
ties, such  as  basketball  and 
swimming  or  playing  games 
(usually  3-D  chess).  It  was  a 
pleasure  to  meet  with  them, 
and  I  just  may  have  to  visit 
them  again  to  see  if  I  can  beat 
Ralph  in  3-D  chess. 


"Student  Loans  "  continued 
for  student  loans. 

In  order  to  provide  student 
loans,  companies  must  bor- 
row money  themselves.  Many 
lenders  have  already  taken 
heavy  losses  in  the  mortgage 
market  and  are  tightening  their 
lending  standards.  That  means 
that  fewer  loan  companies  will 
be  able  to  borrow  money  in  the 
coming  months. 

This  scarcity  of  funds 
leads  to  tighter  lending  stan- 
dards, higher  interest  rates, 
and  less  money  available  for 
student  bonrowers.  In  other 
words,  student  loans  are  be- 
coming more  expensive  and 
less  available  to  students. 

Sallie  Mae,  the  leading 
student  lender,  said  in  January 
that  they  would  be  tightening 
their  student  lending  standards. 
FinAid.com  expects  this  to  re- 
sult in  a  one  percent  interest 
rate  increase,  as  well  as  a  min- 
imum credit  score  requirement 
of  at  least  650  (up  from  620) 


for  student  borrowers. 

With  the  threat  of  a  re- 
cession looming  and  lender 
confidence  falling,  there's  no 
way  to  tell  how  long  the  stu- 
dent loan  problem  will  last. 
Many  economists  believe  it 
will  go  well  into  the  summer:  a 
time  when  many  students  will 
be  applying  for  loans  for  the 
2008-2009  school  year. 

Experts  are  issuing  ad- 
vice that  should  help  students 
avoid  crippling  loan  payments 
after  graduation  (or  worse  yet, 
not  being  able  to  secure  a  loan 
to  finance  next  year's  tuition). 

First  of  all,  FinAid.com 
advises  students  to  make  sure 
that  they  exhaust  federal  Staf- 
ford and  PLUS  loan  options 
first. 

The  federal  govemment 
sets  the  maximum  interest 
rates  on  these  loans  (6.8  per- 
cent for  Stafford  loans  and  8.5 
for  PLUS  loans),  so  they  are 
cheaper  than  private  loans. 

Loan   companies  don't 


want  to  teH  students  about  fed- 
eral loans;  they're  expected  to 
shift  even  more  of  their  mar- 
keting dollars  to  their  private 
loan  programs  this  year,  as 
those  come  with  heftier  inter- 
est rates  (which  translates  into 
higher  overall  profits  for  the 
lenders).  i  

Secondly,  An- 
drew Davis  of  the  Il- 
linois Student  Assis- 
tance   Commission       $60  0C 
recommends  that 
students  fill  out  their 
FAFSA  and  tax  re- 
turns as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. This  will  help 
to  ensure  that  funds  *|J 
will  be  available  if  Q  5^°'°° 
and  when  students 
need  them.  520,00 

Davis  says  the 
scarcity  of  funds  $10,00 
might  leave  some 
students  in  the  lurch 
this  year.  "Rest  as- 
sured, if  you  are  the 
last  guy  to  ask  for  a 


loan,  you  might  not  get  one," 
he  warned. 

Lastly,  the  simplest  piece 
of  advice:  avoid  excessive 
debt  by  keeping  your  expenses 
as  low  as  possible.  This  will 
help  keep  your  loan  payments 
as  low  as  possible  once  you 


graduate. 

"As  always,  borrowers 
should  try  to  minimize  their 
debt,"  said  one  student  loan 
advisor.  "Live  like  a  student 
while  you  are  in  school  so  you 
don't  have  to  live  like  a  stu- 
dent after  you  graduate." 


10  Year  Student  Loan  Repayment 
Amounts 


■  Interest 
I  Principal 


7.8%  8,8% 
Interest  Rate 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Jumper:  Simple  Entertainment  with  Decent  Action 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  miter 


Traveling  instantaneously  from  one  place  to  an- 
other in  the  blink  of  an  eye  is  something  that  many 
people  have  probably  daydreamed  about  at  one  point 
or  another. 

Jumper  takes  this  wild  fantasy  and  turns  it  into 
a  story  involving  all  the  benefits-and  consequences- 
that  could  come  with  having  this  power. 

The  main  character  is  David  Rice,  played  by 
Hayden  Christensen,  an  actor  who  had  all  but  dropped 
off  the  radar  since  his  role  as  Anakin  Skywalker  in 
Episodes  II  and  III  of  Star  Wars.  David  lives  with  his 
father;  his  mother  left  when  he  was  only  five  years 
old. 

During  an  encounter  with  a  school  bully,  David 
falls  into  a  river  and  nearly  drowns,  but  miraculously 
teleports  to  the  local  library  at  the  last  second.  He 
teleports  once  again  when  he  returns  home  and  is 
confronted  by  his  angry  father. 

David  then  decides  to  train  in  his  newfound 
ability  to  "jump,"  using  his  powers  to  rob  a  bank  and 
get  enough  money  to  allow  him  to  live  the  good  life 
for  the  next  eight  years,  traveling  wherever  he  wants, 
whenever  he  wants. 

David's  luck  changes  when  he  is  confronted  by 
agent  Roland  Cox  (Samuel  L.  Jackson),  who  tries  to 
capture  David  using  electricity  to  inhibit  his  jumping 
ability.  David  escapes,  and  locates  his  old  love  inter- 
est from  school,  Millie  (Rachel  Bilson).  and  the  two 
travel  to  Rome. 


There,  David  meets  another  Jumper 
named  Griffin.  Griffin  informs  David  that 
Roland  and  the  agents  out  to  kill  the  Jump- 
ers are  called  "Paladins."  From  then  on,  the 
movie  follows  the  Jumpers  trying  to  escape 
the  Paladins,  and  eventually  confronting  them 
in  battle. 

Overall,  Jumper  is  a  decent  movie:  your 
average  afternoon  popcorn  flick.  The  concept 
is  interesting,  and  some  of  the  special  effects 
are  cool.  The  acting  is  about  average. 

The  story  is  pretty  shallow,  though; 
there's  nothing  too  complex  or  deep.  The  only 
real  "plot  twist"  is  kind  of  lame  and  actually 
quite  useless  unless  there  is  a  sequel  to  this 
movie. 

Supposedly,  Jumper  is  to  be  part  of  a  se- 
ries. This  would  explain  why  so  little  seems  to 
get  accomplished,  and  why  there  are  quite  a 
few  loose  ends  and  questions  left  unanswered 
once  the  credits  roll. 

If  you're  looking  for  an  hour  and  a  half  of 
simple  entertainment  that  involves  an  interest- 
ing idea  and  some  decent  action,  then  Jumper 
is  a  movie  I'd  recommend,  despite  some  of 
its  flaws. 


Langner  Rating: 
3  Stars 
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Television  Writers  Vote  to  End  14- Week  Strike 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

Members  of  the  Writer's 
Guild  of  America  (WGA)  de- 
cided overwhelmingly  to  re- 
turn to  work  on  February  12. 
Over  90  percent  of  the  writers 
voted  to  end  the  100-day-long 
TV  writer's  strike. 

Their  new  contract  is  ex- 
pected to  be  ratified  in  a  Feb- 
ruary 25  vote.  Among  other 
provisions,  it  includes  stipula- 
tions that  give  writers  a  greater 
share  of  the  revenue  generated 


when  their  works  are  distrib- 
uted on  the  internet. 

Though  writers  consider 
the  deal  a  success,  it's  not  ex- 
actly what  they  were  hoping 
for  when  they  walked  out  14 
weeks  ago.  "It's  a  good  deal, 
but  not  a  great  one,"  said  for- 
mer associate  counsel  to  the 
Writer's  Guild,  West  Jonathan 
Handel. 

For  example,  the  WGA 
failed  to  decrease  the  time- 
frame during  which  networks 
can  launch  shows  online  for 
free.  Currently,  networks  have 


Writer  s  Guild  of  America  writer 
deposit  his  ballot  on  February 


up  to  24  days  during  which 
they  can  stream  online  con- 
tent for  promotional  purposes 
without  paying  residuals. 

Striking  writers  had  ini- 
tially opposed  this  window. 
They  wanted  a  bigger  piece 
of  the  action,  stating  that  the 
vast  majority  of  online  view- 
ing takes  place  within  days  of 
a  program's  original  airdate. 

The  WGA  also  failed  to 
secure  union  labor  contracts 
for   all   web-based  writing. 
Though  any  Writer's  Guild 
member  hired  to  produce  ex- 
clusively online  content 
will  be  covered  by  a 
union  contract,  networks 
will  be  allowed  to  hire 
non-union    writers  for 
some  internet  projects. 
This  is  an  effective  win 
for  the  networks. 

Still,  most  writers 
seem  content  with  the 
deal.  "I'm  very  happy 
that  we  were  able  to 
strike  a  deal  that  was  fair 
and  was  amenable  to  our 
Greg  Fields  let  his  3-year-old  Son  Caelan  side  and  their  side,"  said 
l3.PhoiocourtesyofwwwJatimes.com.      Shawn  Ryan,  writer  for 


The  Shield  and  The  Unit. 

The  strike  shut  down 
production  on  over  60  TV 
shows.  However,  its  effects 
are  thought  to  be  far  more 
reaching.  Experts  are  now  be- 
ginning to  take  a  look  at  the 
overall  economic  impact  of 
the  work  stoppage. 

The  WGA  employs  over 
10,000  movie  and  TV  writers 
across  the  nation.  Countless 
thousands  more,  from  produc- 
tion workers  to  local  business 
owners,  were  hit  hard  by  the 
strike  as  well. 

Harvey  Schwartz  is  the 
owner  of  20th  Century  Props 
in  North  Hollywood,  CA.  He 
estimates  that  the  strike  cost 
him  over  $250,000  in  business 
and  forced  him  to  lay  off  more 
than  a  dozen  employees. 

"I'm  thrilled  that  the 
strike  may  be  over,"  Schwartz 
told  the  LA  Times.  "1  might  be 
able  to  keep  my  present  em- 
ployees and  even  hire  back 
some." 

Burbank,  CA  restaurant 
manager  Michael  Page  was 
also  glad  to  see  the  strike  end. 


"We're  right  down  the  street 
from  the  studios,  so  it  definite- 
ly impacted  [our  business]"  he 
said. 

Jack  Keyser,  chief  econo- 
mist for  the  LA  County  Eco- 
nomic Development  Corp., 
estimates  that  the  walkout  cost 
the  region  more  than  $3  bil- 
lion in  lost  wages  and  local 
business  losses.  In  the  LA  area 
alone,  over  250,000  people 
make  their  living  in  the  enter- 
tainment industry. 

With  the  writer's  strike 
effectively  over,  network  of- 
ficials are  focusing  their  at- 
tention on  a  June  30  deadline. 
That's  the  expiration  date  of 
the  contracts  of  the  Screen 
Actor's  Guild  (SAG)  and  its 
sister  federation,  the  American 
Federation  of  Television  and 
Radio  Artists  (AFTRA). 

The  SAG  and  AFTRA 
employ  more  than  200.000 
actors,  recording  artists,  and 
broadcasters.  If  they  were  to 
strike,  the  effects  would  likely 
be  far  more  devastating  to  the 
entertainment  industry  than 
those  of  the  WGA  sn-ike. 
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Stageless  Players  Preparing  for  Production,  Festival 


Sherri  Huang 

Copy  Editor 


As  actors  approach  the 
seventh  week  of  rehearsals, 
the  Stageless  Players'  Spring 
Production  is  quickly  coining 
to  life. 

The  big  production  this 
year  is  a  play  called  Cinderella 
Waltz,  written  by  Don  Nigro.  A 
modem  fairytale  with  a  twist, 
complete  with  a  handsome 
prince,  palace  ball,  evil  step- 
mother, and  wacky  family,  the 
play  can  be  summed  up  in  one 
word:  hysterical. 

Cast  members  look  for- 
ward to  putting  on  a  spec- 
tacular show.  "From  an  acting 
standpoint,  this  is  the  most 
character  intensive  we've  ever 
gotten,"  said  Theatre  Club 
President  and  cast  member 
Kyle  Coston. 

Rehearsals-^  4iave  been 
filled  with  laughter,  but  the 
work  still  gels  accomplished. 
Everyone  is  developing  a  bond 
and*  working  together  very- 
well. 

Sophomore  cast  mem- 
ber Katie  Manning  explained, 
"Everyone  working  together 
and  giving  suggestions  is  a 
great  creative  experience.  We 
thrive  on  each  other's  creativi- 
ty and  humor,  and  it  makes  the 
work  feel  like  play."  Manning 
especially  enjoys  "the  interac- 
tion and  spirit"  of  the  group. 

"It's  been  so  much  fun 
making    [the  production]," 


agreed  sophomore  cast  mem- 
ber Alex  Bajdechi.  "The  au- 
dience will  be  able  to  tell  that 
the  cast  is  just  out  there  having 
ftin." 

Stage  manager  Andrew 
McCaffrey,  a  junior,  com- 
mented, "All  of  the  characters 
in  this  play  are  larger  than  life, 
and  no  one  has  been  afraid 
of  going  over  the  top  to  find 
the  best  way  to  portray  who 
they're  playing.  The  rehears- 
als have  been  very  interactive 
between  directors  and  actors. 
Everyone  gets  the  chance  to 
express  their  ideas." 

"I  think  that  we  have 
great  cast  members  who  all 
have  wonderful  input,  which  is 
what  we  need  to  make  a  great 
production,"  said  junior  Jillian 
Maniscalco,  assistant  stage 
manager.  "I  love  this  produc- 
tion; it's  one  of  my  favorites 
thus  far." 

While  actors  get  their  act 
together,  crew  members  are 
quickly  turning  the  set  into  re- 
alit>^  "We've  started  set  build- 
ing much  earlier  than  we  ever 
have,"  said  Coston. 

McCaffrey  added.  "I 
think  this  is  the  most  orga- 
nized Stageless  has  ever  been. 
All  the  technical  elements,  like 
set.  costumes,  props,  lights, 
and  sound  are  all  coming  along 
ahead  of  schedule." 

"We  have  great  crew 
members  who  are  very  hard 
workers  and  lots  of  fun  to  work 
with,"  said  set  designer  Jes- 


sie Swetcky,  a  junior.  "1  don't 
think  my  designs  would  be 
able  to  come  to  life  if  it  wasn't 
for  them.  The  whole  crew  is 
really  amazing. 

"We  have  a  lot  of  surpris- 
es for  the  audience,"  Swetcky 
added.  "We  are  creating  the 
biggest  set  that  Stageless  Play- 
ers has  had  to  my  knowledge, 
and  we  hope  that  the  audience 
enjoys  it." 

Hillary  Bucs,  the  theatre 
club  advisor.  Is  thrilled  with  the 
progress  of  Cinderella  Waltz 
and  commented  on  all  the  dif- 
ferent people  participating  in 
the  production.  In  regards  to 
the  set  building,  Bucs  stated, 
"We  have  a  great  crew  of  car- 
penters and  painters  coming 
from  the  engineering  depart- 
ment, the  cast  itself,  members 
of  the  Stageless  Club,  and 
students  taking  Stageless  for 
credit. 

"This  play  is  truly  a  co- 
operative effort,"  Bucs  said. 
"I'm  so  proud  of  our  progress. 
I'm  most  excited  about  hear-- 
ing  the  audience  laugh.  This 
play  is  definitely  a  laugh  riot. 
We  have  such  talented  come- 
dic  actors  at  WNEC." 

The  Stageless  Players 
ask  everyone  from  the  cam- 
pus community  to  show  their 
support  by  attending  the  show. 
Performance  dates  are  sched- 
uled for  April  4  at  7  p.m.  and 
April  5  at  I  p.m.  and  again  at 
7  p.m. 

"Theatre  is  not  theatre 


Music  Beat:  Ga  Ga  Ga  Ga  Ga 


Trevor  Smith 

Staff  Writer 


Spoon's  sixth  album  Ga 
Ga  Ga  Ga  Ga.  spanning  a 
mere  36  minutes,  was  released 


in  July  of  last  year. 

The  title  suggests  that 
there  is  some  sort  of  reference 
to  musical  Dadaism  by  utiliz- 
ing a  more  fundamental  and 
simplistic  anti-art  sound. 

This  idea  isn't 
apparent  in  all  of  the 
tracks,  but  could  be 
heard  in  the  second, 
(and  possibly  the 
best)  track  on  the  al- 
bum, "The  Ghost  of 
You  Lingers." 

The  song  uses 
the  firm  repeating 
dub  sound  of  Eric 
Harvey's  keyboard  in 
combination  with  lead 
singer  Britt  Daniels 


Image  couresy  ofwww.nastylUtleman.com.  crude  echoing  voice. 


Other  notable  tracks  in- 
clude the  opener  "Don't  Make 
Me  a  Target"  and  its  deliber- 
ately vague,  politicizing  vers- 
es. 

Produced  by  Jon  Brion, 
the  seventh  track,  "The  Un- 
derdog," carries  an  awesome- 
ly addictive  three-part  brass 
fanfare  united  with  a  lyrical 
ornery  view  on  the  pedestrian 
way  of  life. 

The  closing  song,  "Black 
Like  Me,"  ends  on  a  pensive 
note  played  by  a  piano  guitar 
compilation  with  the  lyrics  to 
reflect  its  pulse. 

In  its  entirety,  the  album 
can  be  seen  as  a  growing  effort 
from  its  previous  albums,  and 
it  does  not  disappoint. 


without  an   audi-  | 
ence,"  said  Bucs.  I 
"The  actors,  pro-  I 
duction  team,  de- 
signers, and  crew 
feel  that  their  ef- 
forts are  affirmed 
when  there  is  an 
audience.  The  com- 
munal experience 
of  theatre  brings  a 
campus  community 
closer  together  and 
raises  morale." 

"Watching  the 
audience  enjoying 
the     performance  I 
makes  every  good  Freshman  Mike  Giftleman  and junior  Patricia 
(and    bad)    minute  rehearse  for  an  upcoming  Stageless 

that  we  have  spent  Players  performance 

on  the  production  Photo  by  Jillian  Maniscalco. 


worth  it,"  men- 
tioned Maniscalco. 

"This  is  shaping  up  to 
be  one  of  the  best  and  funni- 
est plays  I  have  been  a  part  of 
here  at  WNEC,  and  everyone 
should  come  see  it."  Coston 
said.  "We  need  the  support  to 
have  the  facilities  and  funding 
to  put  on  bigger  and  better  pro- 
ductions." 

"We  love  what  we  do  and 
we  want  to  share  that  with  the 
rest  of  the  campus."  agreed 
Manning.  "Everyone's  support 
and  excitement  drives  us  to  put 
on  a  better  show  to  please  the 
audience,  and  to  share  our  pas- 
sion with  other  people." 

To  raise  fijnds  for  this  pro- 
duction, WNEC  is  participat- 
ing for  the  first  time  in  an  ex- 
citing event  similar  to  the  one 
held  annually  in  Northampton. 
The  WNEC  version  is  called 
Frantic  Antics— the  24-Hour 
Theatre  Festival,  and  will  be  a 
true  showcase  of  talents. 

At  8  p.m.  on  the  evening 
of  March  7.  three  of  WNEC 's 
own  playwrights  each  will  re- 
ceive a  tag  line  and  a  number 


of  actors  in  order  to  write  a  1 0- 
minute  play,  which  is  due  at  8 
a.m.  the  next  morning.  Then 
WNEC  actors,  directors,  and 
stage  managers  rehearse  the 
plays  within  the  following  12 
hours,  with  a  performance  cul- 
minating at  8  p.m.  on  March  8 
in  Sleith  100. 

"This  is  an  opportunity 
for  the  campus  community 
to  celebrate  the  efforts  of  the 
wonderful  theatre  talents  at 
WNEC  and  to  applaud  the  feat 
of  putting  on  three  original 
plays  in  24  hours.  Hopefully, 
we  can  make  this  an  annual 
tradition."  said  Bucs. 

"It's  going  to  be  fantastic, 
whether  it's  a  train  wreck  or  a 
stroke  of  genius."  added  Cos- 
ton.  "It's  going  to  be  a  lot  of 
fun."  Whether  or  not  you  like 
theatre  everyone  deserves  to 
enjoy  some  laughter. 

On  March  8,  join  WNEC 
students  in  Sleith  1 00  for 
Frantic  Antics— the  24-Hour 
Theatre  Festival.  On  April  4 
and  5,  laugh  the  night  away 
by  attending  Cinderella  Waltz, 
also  in  Sleith  100. 


The  Westerner  Goes  Online 

The  ffej/ernerstaffis  always  looking  for  new  and  improved 
ways  to  gather  student  feedback.  Recently,  we've  launched 
a  group  on  Facebook  forjust  such  a  purpose.  This  group  will 
allow  students  to  download  current  issues  of  The  Westerner 
and  comment  on  articles  and  stories. 

The  site  will  also  provide  an  easy  link  for  contacting 
Westerner  staff,  as  well  as  a  forum  for  discussing  articles 
with  other  WNEC  smdents.  We'll  be  publishing  the  best 
comments  in  upcoming  editions  of  tlie  paper,  so  make  sure 
to  check  out  the  site  and  send  us  your  feedback. 
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GO  FIGURE!  ''vi 


The  idea  ol  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  ot  the 
dlagrann  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is.  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  belov^  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 
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***  GO  FIGURE!  <,^^^f,..^Syr>^..U. 
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WNEC  Hockey  Team  Tlirns  Around  Lagging  Record 

win  games,"  said  junior  Phil 
Lamy.  "The  coach  came  into 
a  losing  program  and  made  it 
into  a  winning  one.  He 's  done 
a  good  job  with  us." 

The  team's  winning 
streak  meant  a  rare  chance  at 
qualifying  for  a  playoff  sea- 
son. The  WNEC  men's  hockey 
team  hasn't  participated  in  the 
playoffs  in  almost  a  decade. 
The  team  needed  three  suc- 
cessive wins  to  engage  in  the 
playoff  season. 

Unfortunately,  a  decisive 
goal  30  seconds  before  the  end 
of  the  second  period  on  Feb- 
ruary 19  thwarted  the  team's 
playoff  chances.  The  team 
finishes  up  their  season  with 
a  home  game  against  Johnson 
and  Wales  University. 


Terrence  Edwards 

News  Editor 

The  WNEC  men's  ice 
hockey  team  improved  its  re- 
cord by  leaps  and  bounds  since 
the  beginning  of  the  spring  se- 
mester. 

The  men's  ice  hockey 
team  turned  around  a  poor 
start  to  the  2007-2008  hockey 
season  with  a  6-4-1  record  this 
semester.  The  team 's  coach 
and  many  of  the  players  chalk 
up  their  recent  success  to  the 
team's  strong  cohesiveness 
and  determination. 

"I  think  for  us,  its  just 
heart,  discipline,  investment, 
and  the  belief  we  can  be  more 
and  do  more  despite  the  ad- 
versities we  face,"  said  coach 


Christopher  Bernard. 

Those  adversities  include 
the  team's  poor  start  last  se- 
mester. However,  the  team 
managed  to  battle  through 
January  only  surrendering  two 
defeats. 

In  conjunction  with  their 
success,  senior  Kyle  Poehls' 
WNEC  ice  hockey  team  mar- 
keting campaign  has  been 
picking  up  steam. 

Audience  members  who 
attend  the  games  are  given  the 
chance  to  enter  a  free  lottery  to 
win  tickets  to  a  Boston  Bruins 
game.  The  campaign  also  in- 
cludes merchandise  sold  be- 
fore each  game,  including  hats 
and  t-shirts. 

In  addition,  the  team  has 
used  the  WNEC  busses  to 


transport  students  to  games  in 
hopes  of  garnering  more  home 
team  support. 

"I'm  not  worried  about 
the  success,"  said  Poehls.  "I'm 
just  trying  to  get  our  product 
out  to  individuals.  The  team's 
success  just  makes  it  that  much 
better." 

The  team's  success  is  in 
no  small  part  to  some  recent 
additions  to  the  team  as  well. 

Bernard  started  his  posi- 
tion as  the  head  coach  of  the 
men's  ice  hockey  team  last 
year.  Beforejoining  the  WNEC 
team,  Bernard  spent  a  year  as 
an  assistant  coach  of  the  D-i 
hockey  team  at  Canisius  Col- 
lege. 

Working  for  a  D-1  team 
meant  a  lot  more  time  commit- 


ted to  scouting,  roster  opportu- 
nities, and  immediate  answers 
from  prospective  players,  said 
Bernard. 

"D-3  sports  is  a  lot  more 
about  finding  the  right  peo- 
ple," said  Bernard.  "It's  about 
finding  the  right  fit  for  an  in- 
dividual's academics,  social 
life,  and  athletic  career.  D-1  is 
about  looking  to  till  roles  and 
is  much  slower  in  develop- 
ment." 

The  team  also  welcomed 
eight  newcomers  to  the  team 
this  year.  Bernard  is  enthusi- 
astic about  the  contribution 
these  new  players  have  offered 
and  how  well  they  assimilated 
with  the  rest  of  the  team. 

"We  have  a  better  attitude 
this  year  and  found  a  way  to 


Injured  Schilling  Questionable  for  Red  Sox  Rotation 


Sara  Flynn 

Staff  Writer 


During  the  offseason,  the 
Red  Sox  and  Curt  Schilling 
agreed  to  an  eight-million-dol- 
lar contract.  Schilling  is  now 
being  criticized  that  he  signed 
the  contract  when  he  knew  he 
was  seriously  injured. 

Schilling's  response  to  the 
accusation  is  that  he  wouldn't 
have  tried  to  defi'aud  the  Red 
Sox.  "1  would  have  done  it  for 
$14  million  in  at  least  two  oth- 
er places,"  he  said. 

Schilling  reported  that  he 
didn't  feel  great,  but  he  just 
felt  like  he  was  40  or  41  years 
old.  Team  owner  John  Henry 


commented,  "1  have  no  reason 
to  believe  at  this  point  that  any 
such  thing  occurred." 

The  injury  has  to  do  with 
Schilling's  rotator  cuff.  The 
problem  lies  in  determining 
the  best  course  of  action  to 
bring  him  back  to  the  mound. 

Schilling  has  already  seen 
at  least  three  doctors.  Red  Sox 
team  physician  Dr.  Thomas 
Gill  believes  that  rehab  is  the 
best  answer.  A  second  doctor 
believed  that  surgery  was  the 
answer  and  that  rehab  would 
end  his  career. 

The  New  York  Mets 
team  doctor  believed  that  sur- 
gery would  sideline  Schilling 
for  the  season.  Schilling  re- 


Weekly  Campus  Ministry  Events 

Morning  Meditations,  Tues.  at  8  a.m.  - 

Bear's  Den 
Havurah  Schmooze,  Tues.  at  noon  -  CC5 
Catholic  Luncheon,  Tues.  at  12:30  -  CCS 
Protestant  Luncheon,  Tues.  at  12:30  -  CC6 
Cornerstone  Christian  Fellowship,  Tues. 
at  9  p.m.  -  Bear's  Den 
Roman  Catholic  Mass,  Sun.  at  7  p.m.  - 
Sleith  100 

Campus  Ministry  Contact  Info: 
Rabbi  Jerome  Gurland,  Sheila  Hannifan:  782-1628 

Louise  Ingram:  lingram@wnec.edu 
Fr.  John  McDonagh:  j.mcdonagh@diospringfield.org 


sponded  that  if  the  New  York 
Mets  doctor  was  right,  "I  have 
thrown  my  \dki  pitch." 

He  also  commented,  "If 
-  Dr.MorganandDr.Gillarecor- 
rect  and  my  cuff  is  unchanged 
over  the  past  few  years,  then 
that  opens  up  another  list  of 
possibilities.  Much  of  it  will 
depend  on  the  next  four  to  six 
weeks." 

Henry  said  that  he  be- 
lieved the  best  course  of  action 
is  rehab.  He  believes  that  if  ev- 
erything he  has  heard  is  true, 
there's  "a  reasonably  good 


chance"  that  Shilling  will  pitch 
again  this  season. 

Schilling  seems  hopeful. 
He  stated  in  his  blog  on  Feb- 
ruary 19,  "Suffice  tO|  say  it's 
over,  and  !  am  rehabbing  and 
doing  everything  possible  to 
get  healthy  and  pitch  again. 
Were  there  disagreements? 
Sure.  Does  that  matter  now? 
Absolutely  not. 

"The  course  of  action  has 
been  laid  out,  and  Pm  dead  set 
on  making  this  work."  He  also 
wrote,  "I  will  pitch  again  and 
win.  but  it  will  be  on  a  time- 
table I  just  don't  know  yet." 

Red  Sox  fans  will  remain 
hopeftil  as  well.  But  if  the  re- 
hab doesn't  go  as  planned. 
Schilling's  career  will  probably 
be  over.  If  it  is,  he  will  leave 
baseball  with  3,116  strike  outs, 
216  wins,  and  an  ERA  of  3.46 
in  569  games  pitched. 

Schilling  commented  to 
reporters,  "I'm  disappointed 
that  after  21  years  my  career 
might  end  like  this.  And  If  1 
never  pitch  again,  as  disap- 
pointing as  it  may  be,  1  have 
no  regrets  about  everything 
that  I've  been  able  to  experi- 
ence." 


As  for  the  team,  the  Red 
Sox  have  Jon  Lester.  Julian 
Tavarez,  and  rookie  Clay  Bu- 
chholz  to  help  fill  the  pitching 
rotation. 

Tavarez  started  in  34 
games  last  season.  Buchholz 
started  in  three  games;  one, 
of  course,  was  a  no-hitter.  He 
had  a  1.93  ERA  in  those  three 
games. 

It's  also  been  said  that 
Coco  Crisp  wants  to  be  traded 
if  he  loses  the  starting  position 
in  center  field  to  rookie  Jacoby 
EUsbury.  Crisp  commented, 
"I  would  honestly  rather  be 
somewhere  else  and  play  than 
be  on  the  bench,  but  I'll  take 
whatever  comes  and  deal  with 
it." 

Trading  Crisp  may  open 
up  the  opportunity  for  the  Red 
Sox  to  pick  up  another  pitcher 
to  fill  Schilling's  spot  in  the 
starting  rotation. 

Going  into  spring  train- 
ing, the  Sox  seem  to  be  rela- 
tively sure  of  what  the  2008 
team  would  look  like.  As 
spring  training  continues,  new 
questions  are  starting  to  arise 
that  might  not  be  answered  un- 
til the  season  starts, 
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WNEC  Athletes  Take  on  Multiple  Sports 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


For  athletes  at  Western 
New  England  College,  balanc- 
ing homework  with  practice  is 
a  daily  challenge.  For  the  1 1 
athletes  that  play  two  sports, 
the  balancing  act  is  especially 
tough  but  comes  with  unique 
rewards. 

Leading  this  group  of 
II  two-sport  athletes  are  se- 
niors Cori  Eggert,  Asif  Ab- 
duI-Wadud.  Kayte  Devine  and 
sophomore  Justin  Walz. 

Eggert,  a  math  major,  was 
the  captain  of  both  the  field 
hockey  and  swim  teams. 

This  fall  Eggert  was  the 
leading  scorer  for  the  field 
hockey  team  with  30  points 
(II  goals,  8  assists).  She  was 


selected  to  National  Field 
Hockey  Coaches  Association 
(NFHCA)  Division  III  All- 
New  England  Region  Second 
Team. 

Eggert  races  the  breast- 
stroke,  butterfly,  and  individu- 
al medley  events  for  the  swim 
team,  where  she  holds  the 
school  record  in  the  100-meter 
breaststroke  ( 1 :26.30).  Eggert 
is  also  part  of  the  relay  team 
that  set  the  school  record  in  the 
200  medley  relay  (2:17.07). 

"I  have  a  very  busy  sched- 
ule, but  I  have  a  lot  of  fun  with 
my  teammates.  Because  !  play 
two  sports  1  have  made  twice 
as  many  friends,"  said  Eggert. 
"I've  been  playing  two  sports 
since  sophomore  year,  so  now 
I  know  what  to  expect." 

Walz,  a  sports  manage- 


ment major,  is  the  starting 
quarterback  for  the  football 
team  and  is  the  second  base- 
man for  the  baseball  team. 

Only  a  sophomore,  Walz 
already  holds  a  number  of  the 
school's  career  passing  re- 
cords, including  completions 
(252),  yards  (2,901 ),  and  yards 
per  game  (207.2). 

He  also  set  single  season 
records  for  passing  attempts 
(270),  completions  (157), 
yards  (1,894),  yards  per  game 
(270.6),  and  most  yards  pass- 
ing in  a  game  (437). 

As  a  freshman,  Walz 
hit  .278  in  40  games  with  the 
baseball  team,  was  tied  for  the 
team  lead  in  triples  (4),  and 
was  second  on  the  team  in  runs 
scored  (35)  and  infield  assists 
(111). 


Boston's  Beanpot  Tournament 


Chris  Townsend 

Staff  Writer 

"The  Beanpot"  is  an  an- 
nual college  hockey  tourna- 
ment featuring  four  teams 
from  the  Boston  area-Harvard, 
Northeastern.  Boston  Univer- 


sity, and  Boston  College. 

In  the  2008  semifinals. 
Harvard  scored  three  goals  in 
the  first  seven  minutes  of  play 
and  killed  two  late  penalties  to 
defeat  Northeastern  and  earn 
its  first  trip  to  the  finals  in  ten 
years. 


In  the  contest  that  fea- 
tured one  of  the  most  intense 
rivalries  in  college  sports,  BC 
faced  off  against  BU.  Carried 
by  junior  phenomena  Nathan 
Gerbe's  two  goals,  including 
the  overtime  winner,  the  BC 
Eagles  proved  victorious. 

Harvard  proved  to  be  a 
tough  test  for  BC.  Coming 
back  from  a  two-goal  deficit 
in  the  third  period,  BC  fresh- 
man Nick  Petrecki  scored  his 
second  goal  of  the  game  (also 
the  second  goal  of  his  career) 
to  give  BC  the  title. 

In  the  consolation  game. 
BU  edged  out  Northeastern  by 
a  score  of  5-4. 


"I  like  playing  two  sports; 
it's  fun,"  said  Walz.  "I  couldn't 
imagine  spending  my  time  do- 
ing anything  else.  It's  tough, 
though,  especially  at  the  end 
of  the  semester.  I  really  have 
to  make  sure  that  I  have  a  rou- 
tine and  stick  to  it.  Otherwise, 
things  pile  up." 

Athletic  Director  and 
head  coach  of  the  men's  bas- 
ketball team  Mike  Theulen 
sees  the  fact  that  there  are  a 
number  of  two-sport  athletes 
at  WNEC  as  something  to  be 
proud  of 

"Its  great.  Being  a  D-3 
school  allows  talented  stu- 
dent athletes  the  opportunity 
to  play  multiple  sports.  We  are 
supportive  of  these  two-sport 
athletes,"  Theulen  said. 

"As  a  coach  of  one  of 
these  athletes  (Asif  Abdul- 
Wadud),  it  can  be  tough  be- 
cause the  seasons  tend  to  run 
up  against  each  other,"  he  add- 
ed. "If  the  student  athlete  has 
the  talent  to  play  two  sports, 
we  are  certainly  not  going  to 
discourage  them  from  doing 
so." 

Abdul-Wadud.  an  elec- 
trical engineering  major,  runs 
cross-country  in  the  fall  and 
captains  the  men's  basketball 
team  in  the  winter.  He's  av- 
eraging 9  points,  3.5  assists, 
and  2.2  steals  per  game  for  the 
Golden  Bears, 

"I  put  everything  I  have 
into  these  sports.  Playing  two 
sports  certainly  makes  for  a 
long  year;  it  requires  me  to 
focus  on  keeping  up  with  my 


Asif  Abdut-Wadud  runs  cross- 
counlry  and  is  captain  of  the 
basketball  team.  He's  one  of  1! 
two-sport  athletes  at  WNEC. 
schoolwork  and  using  the  most 
of  any  extra  time  I  get,"  said 
Abdul-Wadud. 

Devine,  a  sports  manage- 
ment major,  was  the  co-captain 
for  the  volleyball  team  and 
was  the  third  leading  scorer 
on  the  women's  lacrosse  team 
last  spring  with  67  points  (53 
goals,  14  assists).  Devine  is 
also  the  president  of  the  Stu- 
dent Athlete  Advisory  Com- 
mittee. 

Other  two-sport  athletes 
include  junior  Brenna  Fitzger- 
ald (field  hockey,  softball). 
sophomores  Lauren  Arsenault 
(field  hockey,  softball)  and 
Molly  Chamberlain  (soccer, 
lacrosse),  and  freshmen  Erin 
Griffin  (field  hockey,  soft- 
ball),  DJ  Critchley  (football, 
baseball),  Nicole  Poli  (soccer, 
lacrosse),  and  Elyse  Gauvin 
(soccer,  softball). 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 

Home  Games  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  a  "c" 

i 

1 

WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 
Season  Totals: 
Record:  16-9 
Conference:  11-2 

MEN'S  BASKETBALL 
Season  Totals: 
Record:  15-10 
Conference:  9-4 

MEN'S  WRESTLING 
Season  Totals: 
Record:  5-9 

WOMEN'S  SWIMMING 
Season  Totals: 
Record:  5-9 

r 

03/01 

03/06 
03/08 
03/11 

Sat 

Thu 
Sat 
Tue 

MEN'S  LACROSSE 
Bates  College 

Nichols  College  c 
Hartwick  College 

State  University  College  at  Cortland 

2:00  PM    03/04  T^e 
7:00PM     03/06  Thu 
1:00  PM     03/08  Sat 
3:30  PM     03/11  T^ie 

WOMEN'S  LACROSSE 
Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute 
Manbattanvilie  College 

Mount  Holyoke  College 
Springfield  College 

4:00  PM 
4:00  PM 

1:00  PM 
4:00  PM 

03/12  Wed    Suffolk  University 

MEN'S  TENNIS 

6:00  PM 
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Gaffigan  Emergency  Cancels  Spring  Event 
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Sports  Schedule 


Terrence  Edwards 

News  Editor 


This  year's  Spring  Event    students  on  Friday,  April  1 1 . 
has  been  cancelled,  said  Ian  Due  to  family  issues  that 

Martin  in  a  mass  e-mail  sent  to  have  not  yet  been  released, 
Jim  Gaffigan  has  can- 
celled his  April  19  show 
at  WNEC.  The  dates  on 
his  official  website  and 
MySpace  page  have  not 
yet  been  edited  to  reflect 
these  recent  events,  and  no 
word  has  been  mentioned 
on  the  nature  of  his  family 
emergency. 

"Some  students  are 
going  to  be  incredibly 
disappointed,  but  it's  out 
of  our  hands."  said  CAB 
President  Kyle  McGuire. 

CAB  was  informed 
of  the  cancellation  on 
the  evening  of  Thursday, 
April  10.  Meetings  were 
held  that  night  and  the  fol- 
lowing morning  to  discuss 


Due  to  a  family  emergency.  Jim  Gaffigan  has  canceled  hi.s  scheduled 
April  19  appearance  at  WNEC.  Pholo  courlesy  of  w ww.myspace.com 


/hat  to  do  next,  said  McGuire. 
The  club  was  given  a  list  of 
alternative  comedians  for  the 
event,  and  members  discussed 
their  options. 

After  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
cussion, CAB  decided  that  it 
was  best  to  cancel  the  event 
altogether,  said  McGuire. 

"If  we  couldn't  get  some- 
one of  the  same  caliber  for  the 
event,  we  thought  it  would  just 
be  a  disappointment  for  every- 
one," said  McGuire. 

All  other  events  slotted 
for  Spring  Week  will  continue 
as  planned,  he  said. 

A  campus-wide  e-mail 
will  soon  be  sent  informing 
students  how  to  collect  their 
refunds.  A  table  will  be  set  up 
on  weekdays  from  1 1  a.m.  to 
2  p.m.  and  during  the  Saturday 
night  events  for  refunds. 


Improv  Troupe  Heads 
to  Northampton 


Sherri  Huang 

Copy  Editor 


Friday  nights  are  looking 
quite  busy  for  WNEC's  improv 
troupe  as  members  prepare  for 
College  Improv  Night  and  a 
performance  in  the  Valley  of 
Laughter  Comedy  Festival. 

On  April  25,  the  troupe 
will  travel  to  Northampton 
and  perform  at  the  Northamp- 
ton Center  for  the  Arts.  As  a 
part  of  the  group's  monthly 
"Funny  Fridays"  series,  this 
event  attracts  different  improv 
troupes  from  colleges  in  the 
local  area. 

Hosted  this  year  by 
WNEC's  Improv  on  the 
Rocks,  the  event  has  been  ad- 
equately named  "College  Im- 
prov Night."  Smith  College's 
Improv  Troupe  (the  SIK.OS) 
and  the  UMass  Sketch  Com- 
edy Troupe  (Sketch  22)  will 
also  be  featured. 

Members  of  Improv  on 
the  Rocks  met  the  SIKOS  and 
Sketch  22  participants  last  year 
when  they  performed  in  the 
"College  Jam"  at  Northamp- 


ton High  School,  which  was  a 
benefit  for  New  Century  The- 
atre in  Northampton. 

Because  of  the  group's 
outstanding  performance  last 
year,  a  member  of  a  profession- 
al improv  troupe  in  Northamp- 
ton asked  Professor  Hillary 
Bucs  if  Improv  on  the  Rocks 
could  become  part  of  the  new 
"Funny  Fridays"  series. 

"I  am  excited  that  Improv 
on  the  Rocks  is  performing 
again  in  Northampton,"  says 
Bucs.  "My  goal  is  for  WNEC 
to  become  known  in  the  Valley 
for  its  talent  in  improv  com- 
edy. 

"The  scary  part  is  that 
the  Northampton  Center  for 
the  Arts  is  hoping  and  expect- 
ing the  troupe  to  bring  in  lots 
of  audience  members  from 
WNEC."  explained  Bucs. 

In  an  attempt  to  promote 
the  attendance  of  WNEC  stu- 
dents. Bucs  is  offering  extra 
credit  to  her  students  for  going 
to  College  Improv  Night  in 
Northampton.  She  said,  "If  we 
can  bring  our  own  crowd,  we 
Continued  on  page  3 


Protests  Aim  to  Halt 
Olympic  Torch  Relay 


Ryan  Kravontka 

Staff  Writer 


The  Olympic  torch  relay 
passed  through  San  Francisco 
on  Wednesday  amid  protests 
that  tried  to  stop  the  torch's 
route. 

A  few  days  before  the 
torch  was  scheduled  to  arrive 
in  the  bay  area,  three  protest- 
ers snuck  climbing  equipment 
and  banners  onto  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge  in  baby  carriages. 
The  protesters  then  climbed 
the  bridge  and  hung  the  Tibet- 
an flag  and  two  banners  to  the 


bridge's  cables. 

The  banners  read,  "One 
Worid,  One  Dream:  Free  Tibet 
2008"  and  "Free  Tibet." 

All  told,  seven  people 
were  charged  with  conspira- 
cy and  causing  a  public  nui- 
sance. The  climbers  were  also 
charged  with  a  misdemeanor 
for  trespassing. 

These  activities  were  pre- 
ceded by  riotous  protests  in 
Paris  and  London. 

The  final  part  of  the 
Olympic  relay  in  Paris  was 
cancelled  af^er  anti-China  pro- 
Continued  on  page  3 


Both  protesters  and  enthusiasts  turned  out  tu  see  the  Olympic  tt 
in  San  Francisco  on  April  10.  Pholo  courtesy  of  www.sachee.com. 
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Tensions  Over  China's  Occupancy  of  Tibet 

STOP  THE 
TORTURE 
IN  TIBET 


Michael  Murray 

Sla_ff'Whfer 

Over  the  past  month,  Ti- 
betan Buddhist  monks  and  lay 
people  have  been  peacefijlly 
protesting  the  human  rights  vi- 
olations and  Chinese  occupa- 
tion ot'Tibet.  receiving  volatile 
and  often  violeni  backlashes 
from  Chinese  authorities. 

The  conflict  began  to 
flare  up  at  the  beginning  of 
last  month  with  the  49th  anni- 
versary of  the  uprising  against 
Chinese  rule,  which  led  to  the 
exile  of  the  Dalai  Lama,  the 
Tibetan  political  and  spiritual 
leader. 

Three  hundred  monks 
from  a  prominent  Buddhist 
monastery  on  the  outskirts  of 
Lhasa,  the  capital,  attempted 
to  march  down  the  main  street 
of  the  city  but  were  stopped  by 
the  Chinese  People's  Armed 
Police,  and  numerous  monks 
were  arrested. 

In  the  few  days  follow- 
ing, mass  protests  by  Buddhist 
monks  from  other  monasteries 
as  well  as  other  Tibetans  con- 
tinued, resulting  in  2.000  Chi- 
nese soldiers  surrounding  the 
Sera  Monastery  and  firing  tear 
gas  inside.  The  week  ended 


with  an  attempted  protest  by 
monks  from  Rampoch  monas- 
tery, which  got  out  of  hand  due 
to  civilian  involvement  and  re- 
sulted in  riots. 

Protests  continued  dur- 
ing the  month  of  March  and 
into  April.  On  March  25,  CNN 
reported  a  tola!  of  140  deaths 
dealt  to  peacefijl  protesters  by 
the  Chinese  government  in  Ti- 
bet. 

By  April  1,  hundreds  of 
monks  and  Tibetans  had  been 
taken  into  custody  by  the  Chi- 
nese authorities  in  Tibet,  some 
for  possessing  a  picture  of 
the  Dalai  Lama  (a  punishable 
crime  in  Tibet),  and  others  for 
their  participation  in  protest- 
ing. Chinese  authorities  con- 
tinue to  raid  monasteries  and 
arrest  protesters. 

The  Chinese  government 
has  accused  the  Dalai  Lama, 
a  Buddhist  monk  and  1989 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner,  of 
encouraging  violent  protest 
against  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment in  Tibet.  The  Dalai  Lama 
was  quoted  in  saying,  "There 
is  an  urgent  need  to  seek  a 
peaceful  and  mutually  benefi- 
cial solution  through  dialogue. 
Even  at  this  juncture  I  have  ex- 
pressed my  willingness  to  the 


Chinese  authorities  to  work 
together  to  bring  about  peace 
and  stability." 

The  Dalai  Lama  has 
been  exiled  from  Tibet  since 
the  uprising  in  1959.  during 
which  Tibetans  attempted  to 
overthrow  their  Chinese  oc- 
cupants. The  Dalai  Lama  is 
still  considered  by  the  Tibetan 
people  to  be  their  active  politi- 
cal and  spiritual  ruler,  ruling 
from  Dharamshala,  India,  over 
1 ,200  miles  away  from  the  Ti- 
betan capital  of  Lhasa. 

There  has  been  concern 
throughout  the  international 
community  regarding  the 
Olympics,  which  are  planned 
to  be  held  in  Beijing  in  August 
of  2008.  Jacques  Rogge.  head 
of  the  International  Olympics 
Committee  (IOC),  has  ex- 
pressed dismay  over  the  cur- 
rent conflict  in  Tibet.  "I'm 
very  concerned  with  the  inter- 
national situation  and  what's 
happening  in  Tibet,"  he  said. 

Many  countries,  such 
as  France.  Great  Britain,  and 
the  United  Stales  have  been 
considering  the  possibility  of 
withdrawing  from  the  Olym- 
pics in  protest  against  human 
rights  violations. 

Fifteen  members  of  the 


Monks  protest  in  Tibet.  Image 
courtesy  of  news.yahoo.com. 
U.S.  House  of  Representa- 
tives, backed  by  Speaker  of 
the  House  Nancy  Pelosi. .  sent 
president  Bush  a  letter  stat- 
ing. "It  would  be  clearly  in- 
appropriate for  you  to  attend 
the  Olympic  Games  in  China, 
given  the  increasingly  repres- 
sive nature  of  that  country's 
government." 

The  conflict  in  China's 
territory  of  Tibet  puts  the  fu- 
ture of  the  Olympic  Games, 
as  well  as  the  stability  of  the 
international  communit>'  and 
well-being  of  the  people  and 
government  of  China,  in  seri- 
ous jeopardy. 


Brian  Baum 

Staff  Writer 


Novelist  Doctorow  Speaks  at  Lecture  Day 

Academic  Affairs  Jerry  Hirsch 
and  Economics  Department 
Chair  Michael  Meeropol  pre- 
sented him  with  the  degree. 

At  the  end  of  the  speech, 
Doctorow  was  asked  what  au- 
thors he  would  recommend 
reading  and  any  further  advice 
on  how  to  be  inspired  to  write. 
Doctorow  answered.  "There 
are  three  things  in  life  that 
never  fail  you:  Chekho\'.  Mo- 
zart, and  vodka." 


A  critically  acclaimed  au- 
thor spoke  about  the  process  of 
fictional  writing,  emotion,  and 
literature  at  this  year's  Lecture 
Day. 

Edgar  Lawrence  Doc- 
torow came  to  Western  New 
England  College  on  Tuesday. 
April  8.  and  delivered  a  speech 
about  how  good  fictional  writ- 
ing incorporates  religion, 
emotion,  and  reading  specific 
literature. 

"There  has  always  been 
a  strong  proprietary  devotion 
to  God  that  leads  to  war  in  this 
world,  and  fictional  writing 
can  be  inspired  by  that"  said 
Doctorow. 

Doctorow  spoke  about 
how  literary  practitioners 
stand  outside  the  system  of  ex- 
pertise. He  lectured  about  how 
exceptional  literary  practitio- 
ners feed  off  of  their  emotions 


to  write. 

"I've  never  done  a  novel 
with  an  outline  in  mind.  Your 
emotions  give  you  gifts  as  a 
writer"  Doctorow  said. 

Doctorow  is  the  author  of 
such  celebrated  works  as  The 
Book  of  Daniel.  Ragtime.  Billy 
Bathgate,  and  City  of  God.  He 
talked  about  how  heavily  his 
emotions  were  involved  with 
writing  his  novels. 

"After  writing  The  Book 
of  Daniel,  I  did  not  realize  how 
emotionally  depleted  I  was;  I 
couldn't  write  anything  for  a 
year,"  said  Doctorow. 

Doctorow  provided  ad- 
vice to  the  500  students,  fac- 
ulty members,  and  guests  in 
attendance.  He  said  that  if  you 
are  interested  in  writing  fic- 
tion, then  the  best  way  to  be 
inspired  is  to  read  fictional 
novels.  Doctorow  described 
how  that  theory  applies  to  any 
form  of  writing. 

"If  you  want  to  be  in- 


spired to  write  movie  scripts, 
watch  movies.  If  you  want  to 
be  inspired  to  write  stories, 
read  stories.  If  you  want  to  be 
inspired  to  write  fiction,  read 
fiction,"  said  Doctorow, 

Throughout  the  lecture, 
Doctorow  used  rich  language 
and  complex  metaphors  to  ac- 
centuate his  speech.  His  theo- 
ries about  fictional  writing  and 
religion  incorporated  credible 
religious  and  fictional  writing 
sources.  , 
Before  ] 
Doctorow  I 
spoke,  he  was  I 
presented  with  j 
an  honorary  I 
Doctor  of  Let-  I 
ters  degree  in  I 
recognition  of  I 
his  contribu-  I 
tions  to  the  I 
American  lit-  I 

erary  heritage,  j^ovetisi  E.L.  Dm 
WNEC     Vice      Jerrv  Hirsch  (Ic 
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WNEC  Model  U.N.  Attends  Mt.  Holyoke  Conference 


Rachel  O'Brien 

Slaff  Writer 

Members  of  the  WNEC 
Model  U.N.  attended  the  Five 
College  Model  United  Nations 
(FCMUN)  Conference,  which 
took  place  from  April  4  to 
April  6. 

The  FCMUN  was  quite 
different  from  the  Harvard 
Model  United  Nations  Con- 
ference that  took  place  back 
in  February.  It  was  a  smaller, 
more  intimate,  and  a  newer 
up-and-coming  conference 
that  was  hosted  at  Mt.  Holy- 
oke College  in  South  Hadley 
for  the  first  time  this  year. 

Colleges  in  attendance 
included  U-Mass  Amherst. 
Bard  College  at  Simon's  Rock, 
Brandeis  University,  Brown 
University,  City  College  of 
New  York,  Fairfield  Univer- 
sity, Rivers  State  University 
of  Science  and  Technology, 


Mount  Holyoke  College,  Old 
Dominian  University,  Smith 
College.  Suny  Geneso,  WNEC, 
William  Patterson  University, 
and  Yale  University. 

Ninety  delegates  were  in 
attendance  as  part  of  various 
committees.  There  were  eight 
committees,  including:  Cli- 
mate Change  and  Sustainable 
Development  (Elliot  Kaitz) 
and  the  Human  Rights  Council 
(David  Katzman). 

Also  indluded  were:  Spe- 
cial Political  and  Decoloniza- 
tion: Crisis  in  Kenya,  Special 
Human  Rights  Session  in 
Myanmar,  Nuclear  Disarma- 
ment: Iran  and  North  Korea, 
Peace  of  Westphalia  ( Ben 
Quinn),  British  India  Histori- 
cal Crisis  (Rachel  O'Brien), 
and  the  Joint  Cabinet  Crisis: 
World  War  111  (Seth  Maloney, 
Nate  Milch,  and  Josh  Bran- 
don). 

This  was  the  first  year  that 


the  Conference  took 
place  at  Mt.  Holy- 
oke, an  all  girl's  col- 
lege which  allowed 
the  delegates  to  stay 
in  their  rooms  over 
the  weekend. 

When  the 
WNEC  Model  U.N. 
Club  arrived  at  Mt. 
Holyoke.  the  hosts 
were  highly  unor- 
ganized, not  having 
folders  ready  and 
still  trying  to  pre- 
pare for  the  event. 

Unfortunate- 
ly, some  colleges 
dropped  out  of  the 
conference  at  the 
last  minute,  so  it 
was  highly  stressful 
for  those  in  charge  of  the  FC- 
MUN. 

Once  the  Conference 
was  underway,  it  was  all  that 
everyone  hoped  for.  Mt.  Hoiy- 


WNEC  Model  U.N.  delegates  (from  left):  Selh  Maloney,  Nate  Milch,  Ben  Quinn, 
Rachel  O  'Brien.  Elliot  Kaitz.  David  Katzman,  and  Josh  Brandon.  File  Photo. 

oke  hosted  plenty  of  activities  Overall  the  weekend  was 

throughout  the  weekend,  in-  filled  with  stimulating  debate 
eluding  an  International  pub  that  took  place  in  the  commit- 
night  dance  on  Friday  and  a  tees  and  at  the  social  events, 
black-tie  cocktail  reception  on  The  conference  was  a  success, 
Saturday.  despite  a  few  glitches. 


Gay /Straight  Alliance  to  Participate  in  Day  of  Silence 


Sherri  Huang 

Copy  Editor 


Exactly  12  years  ago.  a 
handful  of  students  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia  were  given 
a  class  assignment  concern- 
ing nonviolent  protests.  As  a 
result,  the  first  Day  of  Silence 
emerged. 

The  Day  of  Silence  is 


national  event  that  occurs 
once  every  year  in  April  to 
bring  attention  to  anti-lesbian, 
gay,  bisexual,  and  transgen- 
der  (LBGT)  name-calling, 
bullying,  and  harassment  in 
schools. 

More  than  150  students 
participated  in  the  event  when 
it  was  first  introduced.  Nearly 
100  colleges  and  universities 


"Improv"  continued 

will  surely  be  invited  back." 

Because  every  great  show 
needs  an  audience,  the  WNEC 
community  is  strongly  encour- 
aged to  support  Improv  on  the 
Rocks  as  troupe  members  take 
the  stage. 

A  week  after  College  Im- 
prov Night,  WNEC's  improv 
troupe,  which  has  an  offshoot 
called  the  "Teratactyl  Skwad," 
will  perform  in  the  Valley  of 
Laughter  Comedy  Festival. 
This  event  will  take  place  at 
Piccolo's  in  West  Springfield 
on  May  2.  Student  attendance 
from  WNEC  is  once  again  en- 
couraged. 

Students  who  are  inter- 
ested in  improv  comedy  and 
wish  to  leam  more  about  this 
form  of  acting  should  consider 
taking  improvisational  Com- 
edy in  the  fall  with  Professor 


Hillary  Bucs. 

Since  three  members  of 
the  current  improv  troupe  will 
be  graduating  this  year,  Im- 
prov on  the  Rocks  is  hoping 
that  interested  students  will 
step  up  to  the  challenge  and 
join  after  taking  this  exciting 
course.  The  class  is  a  prerequi- 
site for  becoming  a  member  of 
the  troupe. 

College  Improv  Night 
will  take  place  on  Friday,  April 
25  on  the  third  floor  of  the 
Northampton  Center  for  the 
Arts  in  downtown  Northamp- 
ton. The  building  is  located 
on  New  South  Street,  directly 
across  from  the  Academy  of 
Music. 

Tickets  are  $8  at  the  door 
for  students  and  $10  for  the 
general  public.  Doors  open  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  the  show  will 
last  from  8  to  9:30. 


across  the  nation  joined  i 
the  efforts  shortly  thereafter, 
with  the  numbers  rapidly  in- 
creasing annually. 

This  year's  Day  of  Si- 
lence falls  on  Friday,  April  25. 
It  will  be  held  in  memory  of 
Lawrence  King. 

King  was  a  15-year-oId 
eighth-grader  in  California 
who  was  shot  and  killed  on 
February  12,  2008.  The  mur- 
derer was  King's  classmate, 
Brandon  Mclnemey,  who  al- 
legedly shot  King  because  he 
was  gay  and  had  asked  Mcln- 
emey to  be  his  Valentine. 

Mcinemey's  murder  was 
deemed  a  hate  crime  because 
the  motivation  to  kill  was 
based  on  King's  sexual  orien- 
tation. 

In  an  effort  to  prevent 


fijrther  occurrences  of  such 
tragedies  in  schools  across  the 
country.  Day  of  Silence  par- 
ticipants encourage  schools  to 
implement  proven  solutions  to 
address  anli-LGBT  name-call- 
ing, bullying,  and  harassment. 

Supporters  believe  that 
students  who  are  homosexual, 
bisexual,  or  transgendered  of- 
ten silence  their  voices  and 
hide  their  sexual  orientation 
from  the  public.  They  put  a 
mask  on  their  frue  identity, 
fearing  the  negative  scrutiny 
of  others. 

Day  of  Silence  partici- 
pants choose  to  use  that  same 
silence  as  a  way  of  protesting 
hate  crimes  that  result  from 
intolerance  towards  the  sexual 
orientation  of  others. 

They  believe  that  silence 


"Olympics"  continued 
tests  caused  police  to  extin- 
guish the  flame  five  times  and 
lake  the  torch  on  a  bus,  only 
to  miss  a  number  of  scheduled 
stops. 

A  number  of  protestors 
armed  with  fire  extinguish- 
ers were  taken  away  by  po- 
lice, said  the  Associated  Press 
(AP).  Police  also  used  tear  gas 
to  clear  protesters  who  lay  in 
the  streets  to  try  and  stop  the 


route  of  the  torch. 

A  Beijing  Olympic 
spokesmen  condemned  "at- 
tempts to  sabotage"  the  Lon- 
don relay,  said  China's  state- 
run  Xinhua  news  agency. 

China  has  come  under 
international  fire  because  of 
its  crackdown  last  month  on 
protesters  seeking  democratic 
freedoms  and  self-rule  in  Ti- 
bet and  neighboring  Chinese 
provinces,  said  the  AP. 


attracts  attention,  especially  in 
a  college  environment,  where 
talking  is  perhaps  the  most 
prevalent  means  of  communi- 
cation. 

Silence  also  enables  oth- 
ers to  empathize  with  people 
who  can't  speak  out  for  them- 
selves. An  alternative  to  the 
typical  protest  rallies,  silence 
doesn't  detract  from  the  fun- 
damental meaning  and  pur- 
pose of  the  protest. 

Along  with  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  students  par- 
ticipating in  the  Day  of  Si- 
lence. WNEC's  Gay/Straight 
Alliance  (GSA)  is  helping 
to  publicize  and  inform  the 
WNEC  community  about  this 
national  cause. 

The  GSA  was  formed 
with  the  intention  of  keeping 
homosexuals,  bisexuals,  and 
transgender  students  and  sup- 
porters safe  by  raising  aware- 
ness and  encouraging  accep- 
tance of  such  diversity. 

This  is  the  fourth  year 
that  WNEC  has  participated 
in  the  Day  of  Silence.  There 
will  be  an  information  table 
set  up  in  the  Campus  Center 
Mall  from  April  21  until  April 
25.  T-shirts  and  buttons  will  be 
available  for  those  who  wish 
to  participate.  
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Superhero  Movie  is  a  Complete  Waste  of  Time 


Nick  Langner 

Staff  Writer 


Some  movies  look  really  bad.  but 
you  go  to  see  ihem  anyway  because 
they  might  be  so  stupid  that  they  end  up 
being  fiinny.  Superhero  Movie  looked 
really  bad,  and  it  ended  up  being  so 
stupid  that  it  was  painftil  to  watch. 

This  sad  excuse  for  a  parody  fol- 
lows the  story  of  Rick  Riker  (Drake 
Bell),  a  Peter  Parker-like  character  who 
lives  with  his  Aunt  Lucille  (Marion 
Ross)  and  Uncle  Albert  (Leslie  Niel- 
son).  On  a  field  trip  to  a  research  lab, 
Riker  gets  bitten  by  a  genetically  modi- 
fied dragonfly,  and  gets  superpowers 
almost  identical  to  Spider  Man's,  mi- 
nus the  web-slinging. 

His  nemesis  is  a  school  bully's 
uncle,  Lou  Landers  (Christopher  Mc- 
Donald). Landers  has  a  terminal  ill- 
ness, and  attempts  to  cure  it  with  DNA 
modification,  but  ends  up  gaining  the 
power  to  drain  peoples'  life  force, 
which  he  must  do  daily  to  survive. 

He  takes  on  the  alter  ego  "The 
Hourglass"  and  builds  a  death  ray. 


Riker  must  unlock  his  ftiil  superpower 
potential  in  order  to  save  the  day  and 
win  the  heart  of  the  girl  he  loves,  Jill 
Johnson  (Sara  Paxton). 

The  one  thing  I'll  give  this  movie 
is  that  it  mimics  the  plot  of  Spicier  Man 
almost  exactly,  with  many  direct  paro- 
dies of  scenes  and  lines.  Everything 
else,  though,  is  just  plain  dumb. 

There  are  some  extremely  minor 
and  random  references  to  other  su- 
perhero movies  like  X-Men.  Fantastic 
Four,  and  Batman  Begins.  I'll  admit, 
some  of  the  jokes  are  fijnny.  be  they  vi- 
sual gags,  slapstick,  or  satire  (the  Ste- 
phen Hawking  parody,  though  mean, 
was  amusing).  For  the  vast  majority  of 
the  movie,  though,  everything  just  fell 
flat.  I  knew  it  was  a  really  bad  sign  that 
I  was  looking  at  my  watch  before  the 
title  sequence  even  ended. 

Much  of  the  movie  was  just  bor- 
ing, predictable,  cliche,  and  not  funny. 
Of  course,  there  were  numerous  pop 
culture  references;  it  seems  like  no 
modem  "parody"  movie  is  complete 
without  them. 

Overall,  the  entire  film  was  in- 


credibly lame.  Grant- 
ed, I  knew  it  was  go- 
ing to  be  bad  even 
before  I  walked  in, 
but  I  thought  it  might 
at  least  be  so  bad  it 
ended  up  being  fun- 
ny. Wrong.  The  most 
I  laughed  during  my 
time  in  the  theater 
was  while  watching 
the  trailer  for  Harold 
and  Kumar  2. 

I  honestly  can't 
recommend  this 
movie  to  anyone. 
It  just  isn't  enter- 
taining at  all.  It's  pretty  much  as  bad 
as  Meet  (he  Spartans  and  Epic  Movie. 
It  seems  as  though  it  is  impossible  to 
make  a  good  parody  these  days.  Les- 
lie Nielson,  who  played  the  lead  role  in 
such  classic  (and  actually  fijnny  )  paro- 
dies as  Airplane!  and  Spy  Hard  added 
almost  nothing  to  this  sorry  attempt  at 
comedy. 

The  only  thoughts  I  had  when  i  left 
as  the  credits  rolled  was  'That  was  so 


Despite  an  all-star  parody  cast  that  included  Leslie  Nielsen 
and  Pamela  Anderson.  Superhero  Movie  isn 't  worth  the  price 
of  admission.  Photo  courtesy  of  www.superhero-movie.net. 

stupid"  and  "I  can't  believe  1  actually 
paid  to  see  this  movie."  It's  a  complete 
waste  of  87  minutes  and  the  cost  of  ad- 
mission. Save  your  money  for  some  of 
the  better  upcoming  movies. 


★★★★★ 

Langner  Rating: 
0  Stars 


Stageless  Players  Dance  In  Step  with  Cinderella  Waltz 


Jonathan  0*Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

Members  of  the  WNEC 
Stageless  Players  opened  Cin- 
derella Waltz,  their  2008  spring 
production,  on  April  4.  Seats 
filled  quickly,  with  at  least  one 
student  forced  to  sit  in  the  aisle 
of  the  auditorium. 

The  play,  written  by  Don 
Nigro,  is  a  not-so-typical  fai- 
rytale comedy  with  references 
to  both  post-modernism  and 
Shakespeare. 

It  opens  in  the  yard  of 
the  Snow  family,  where  royal 
messenger  Troll  ( Michael 
Gittleman)  has  clumsily  fall- 


Back  rowjrom  left:  Kelly  Jerzyk  (Goneril).  Sherri 
Huang  (Regan),  Patricia  Rau  (Mrs.  Snow).  Front: 
Katie  Manning  (Rosey  Snow).  File  Photo. 


en  into  the  family  well.  He's 
rescued  by  protagonist  Rosey 
Snow  (Katie  Manning),  and 
proceeds  to  announce  his  mis- 
sion: distributing  invitations  to 
the  ball  of  Prince  Alf  (Alexan- 
der Bajdechi). 

When  the  prince  arrives, 
he  explains  that  the  purpose 
of  the  ball  is  for  him  to  find 
a  suitable  wife.  After  chatting 
with  the  family,  he  extends 
invitations  to  Rosey  and  her 
two  stepsisters,  Goneril  (Kel- 
ly Jerzyk)  and  Regan  (Sherri 
Huang). 

Unfortunately,  Rosey's 
stepmother  ( Patricia  Rau)  takes 
Rosey's  invitation  for  herself. 

leaving  our 
protagonist 
without  a  way 
into  the  ball. 
In  scene  two. 
Rosey  is  in- 
troduced to 
Mother  Ma- 
( Amber 
Bardliving)— 
her  eccentric, 
possibly  al- 
coholic fairy 
godmother, 
who  also 
makes  her  en- 
trance ft"om 


inside  the  family  well. 

Of  course,  Rosey's  fairy 
godmother  produces  a  ticket  to 
the  ball,  along  with  a  beautiful 
gown  for  her  to  wear.  With  a 
few  dancing  lessons  fi"om  vil- 
lage idiot  Zed  (Kyle  Coston), 
who  finds  that  drunkenness  al- 
lows him  to  speak  intelligibly, 
Rosey  is  ofi"  to  the  ball  to  win 
the  love  of  the  prince  in  typical 
fairytale  fashion. 

The  second  act  takes 
place  after  the  ball,  with  the 
prince  trying  to  find  the  wom- 
an who  captivated  him  at  the 
ball  the  night  before  (Rosey,  of 
course).  In  a  move  eerily  remi- 
niscent of  Cinderella,  he  em- 
barks on  a  journey  to  find  his 
mystery  woman  and  ends  up  at 
the  home  of  the  Snow  family, 
armed  only  with  Rosey's  glass 
slipper. 

This  is  the  precise  point 
in  the  show  where  the  play 
deviates  from  the  typical  fai- 
rytale routine.  Instead  of  trying 
on  the  slipper,  Rosey  tosses  it 
down  the  family  well. 

That  move  leads  the 
prince  to  ask  stepsister  Gon- 
eril for  her  hand  in  marriage 
(apparently  her  anti-social  be- 
havior and  margarita  guzzling 
at  the  ball  made  quite  an  im- 


pression on  the  young  prince). 
Stepsister  Regan  ends  up  mov- 
ing to  the  castle  as  well,  pledg- 
ing to  marry  Troll,  the  royal 
messenger. 

Rosey,  on  the  other  hand, 
decides  that  she's  fallen  in  love 
with  Zed,  who  promptly  finds 
out  that  the  liquor  he  had  been 
drinking  wasn't  actually  liquor 
at  all;  he  had  learned  to  speak 
on  his  own. 

The  play  ends  with  Rosey 
and  Zed  pursuing  happiness 
together.  Though  not  what 
they  expected,  they  realize 
that  their  story  has  a  fairytale 
ending;  they  just  hadn't  been 
thinking  about  the  right  fai- 
rytale. 

Overall,  the  Stageless 
Players  did  a  marvelous  job 
with  the  production,  and  the 
talented  directing  of  advisor 
Hillary  Haft  Bucs  and  assistant 
director  Heather  Coulter  was 
apparent  from  the  beginning. 
From  the  comic  timing  to  the 
emotional  soliloquies,  the  act- 
ing was  top-notch,  as  was  the 
costume  and  set  design. 

The  play  provided  just  the 
right  amount  of  laughs  for  the 
audience.  Bardliving  provided 
much  of  the  comedy  with  her 
flamboyant  dancing  and  point- 


ed one-liners.  Two  of  the  male 
actors  sported  hilarious  bejew- 
eled  codpieces,  and  ditzy  Mr. 
Snow  (Stephen  Hoh!)  spent 
most  of  the  play  without  his 
pants. 

The  women  of  the  Snow 
family  also  provided  many 
laughs.  Goneril's  perpetual 
bad  mood  contrasted  well  with 
Regan's  energetic,  youthftil 
exuberance,  and  Mrs.  Snow's 
mid-life  crisis  was  a  constant 
source  of  laughter. 

The  cast  also  did  a  great 
job  of  providing  balance  in  the 
performance.  The  comic  refer- 
ences were  much  appreciated, 
but  they  didn't  overpower 
the  dramatic  relevance  of  the 
play's  theme. 

if  there  was  one  negative 
point  to  the  evening,  it  was  the 
small  size  and  awkward  con- 
figuration of  the  venue,  Sleith 
100.  The  room  is  clearly  not  a 
center  for  the  performing  arts. 

Hopefully,  an  appropri- 
ate theater  will  be  part  of  the 
multiple  construction  projects 
planned  at  WNEC  during  the 
next  fewyears.  Though  it  might 
mean  renaming  the  group,  I 
don't  think  anyone  will  mind. 
After  all.  the  "WNEC  Players" 
has  a  nice  ring  to  it. 
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E.L.  Doctorow  Lecture  Left  Much  to  be  Desired 


Jonathan  O'Hara 

Editor  in  Chief 

I  was  looking  forward 
to  hear  E.L.  Doctorow  speak 
about  religion  and  literature 
at  Lecture  Day  on  April  8. 
Though  I'm  not  familiar  with 
much  of  his  work,  the  research 
that  1  did  leading  up  to  the 
speech  had  me  convinced  that 
it  would  be  both  an  exciting 
and  provocative  evening. 

My  excitement  was  in- 
creased by  the  rousing  intro- 
duction given  by  Dr.  Michael 
Meeropol  and  Dr.  Jerry  Hirsh, 
as  well  as  the  air  of  expecta- 
tion by  faculty,  staff,  and  stu- 
dents who  were  in  attendance. 

Unfortunately,  my  excite- 
ment quickly  faded  once  Doc- 
torow began  to  speak.  As  soon 
as  the  lecture  began,  it  was 
clear  to  me  that  he  has  become 
very  used  to  people  telling  him 
that  his  ideas  are  important. 

By  his  own  admission, 
Doctorow  is  a  writer  of  fiction. 
At  the  lecture,  though,  he  de- 
fined his  unique  beliefs  about 
what  fiction  actually  is. 

Known  for  blurring  the 


lines  between  the  truth  and 
fiction  with  his  novels,  it  was 
apparent  from  the  lecture  that 
Doctorow  can  no  longer  tell 
the  difference  between  the 
two. 


Even  more  disturbing 
was  the  fact  that  he  seemed  to 
believe  that  his  own  novels  are 
somehow  greater  than  those 
religious  texts.  "Literature," 
he  said,  "does  not  call  upon 


religious  texts,  this  is  a  deeply 
disturbing  viewpoint. 

In  the  real  world,  Doc- 
torow's  fiction  reflects  his  bi- 
ased interpretation  of  histor)' 
and  is  clouded  by  his  personal 


In  his 
daily  life, 
Doctorow  is  a 
writer  of  what 
some  call  "his- 
torical fiction." 
This  means 
that  he  uses  his 
knowledge  of 
real  people  and  time  periods 
to  create  fictional  stories  about 
what  real  historical  characters 
did  and  said. 

The  writing  of  such  nov- 
els definitely  requires  high 
levels  of  creativity  and  liter- 
ary knowledge.  However,  at 
the  end  of  the  day,  fiction  is 
fiction;  there  is  no  truth  in- 
volved. 

Doctorow  seems  to  dis- 
agree. In  his  lecture,  he  equat- 
ed religious  texts  to  fiction,  re- 
ferring to  the  authors  of  texts 
such  as  the  Bible  and  the  Ko- 
ran as  "colleagues"  (i.e.  fiction 
writers  like  himselO- 


^*Known  for  blurring  the  lines  be- 


viewsofsoci- 
ety,  religion, 

tween  the  truth  and  fiction  with  his  p«''^'^^ 

While  he's 

novels,  it  was  apparent  from  the  lec-  certainly  en- 
ture  that  Doctorow  can  no  longer    historical  ' 
tell  the  difference  between  the  two. "  ^''^"p"'"'^ 

*'•'  we  must  re- 

followers  [like  religious  texts  member  that  they  represent  his 
do]." 

This  belief  is  representa- 
tive of  Doctorow's  convoluted 
worldview  that  there  is  no  real 
truth,  but  rather  only  fictional 
interpretations  of  it.  This  is  be- 
cause in  his  world  (the  world 
of  a  fiction  author),  there  is  no 
truth  save  that  which  he  cre- 
ates himself 

Thus,  because  he  doesn't 
deal  with  real  truth  in  his 
work,  he  improperly  extends 
that  logic  to  religious  and  oth- 
er written  works,  dismissing 
them  all  as  fiction.  Regardless 
of  your  personal  views  on  the 


Distribution  Day 

Pick  up  your  free  copy  of  The  Cupola 
and  The  Review  of  Arts  and  Literature. 


April  23  and  24 
11  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 
at  the  Gazebo 


opinion,  not  "truth." 

On  the  whole,  I  found 
the  lecture  to  be  a  great  disap- 
pointment. Doctorow  came  to 
the  podium  with  an  air  of  self- 
importance  and  a  trace  of  ar- 
rogance, which  he  carried  with 
him  throughout  his  talk.  This 
was  undoubtedly  bolstered  by 
the  honorary  degree  that  the 
College  bestowed  upon  before 
his  speech  began. 

Perhaps  next  year  the 
College  should  wait  imtil  after 
a  lecture  to  award  an  honor- 
ary degree.  That  way,  the  ad- 
ministration can  better  gauge 
whether  or  not  the  speaker  is 
actually  worthy  of  the  honor. 

Forgetting  the  cardinal 
rule  of  public  speaking.  Doc- 
torow frequently  used  com- 
plicated language  and  literary 
references  that  were  all  but 
lost  on  the  mostly  undergradu- 
ate audience. 

In  my  opinion.  Doctorow 


should  stick  to  the  written 
word;  his  speechmaking  left  a 
lot  to  be  desired.  I  spent  much 
of  the  hour  trying  to  follow  his 
fragmented  train  of  thought 
and  wishing  that  I  had  brought 
a  dictionary  (or  at  least  literary 
interpreter). 

After  the  lecture,  the 
floor  was  opened  to  questions, 
which  was  perhaps  the  most 
disappointing  portion  of  the 
evening.  After  hearing  a  pro- 
vocative speech  that  spit  in  the 
face  of  every  major  religion, 
!  was  hoping  for  at  least  one 
intelligent  question  from  the 
audience. 

Unfortunately,  the  audi- 
ence was  filled  with  "writing 
groupies"  who  used  the  time 
to  fawn  over  Doctorow's  ev- 
er>'  word.  The  questions  asked 
were  more  likely  to  be  over- 
heard at  a  creative  writing 
seminar,  not  a  speech  on  reli- 
gion and  the  written  word. 

Questions  ranged  from  a 
gentleman  asking  if  Doctorow 
wrote  a  certain  story  about  his 
grandfather  to  one  particular- 
ly-smitten woman  asking  for 
his  advice  for  struggling  nov- 
elists. If  anything,  the  ques- 
tions were  ftirther  proof  that 
Doctorow's  message  was  all 
but  lost  on  the  audience. 

Students  are  encouraged 
to  attend  the  final  session 
of  the  Doctorow  discussion 
group  on  Thursday,  April  17 
at  1  p.m.  in  Sleitii  100. 


I  1  AM  ~  y-.-^AM 
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Weekly  Campus 
Ministry  Events 

Morning  Meditations,  Tues.  at  8  a.m.(Bear's  Den) 
Havuraii  Schmooze,  Tues.  at  noon  (CCS) 
Catliolic  Luncheon,  Tues.  at  12:30  (CCS) 
Protestant  Luncheon,  Tues.  at  12:30  (CC6) 
Cornerstone  Christian  Fellowship,  Tues.  at  9 
p.m.  (Bear's  Den) 
Roman  Catholic  Mass,  Sun.  at  7  p.m.  (Sleith  100) 

Campus  Ministry  Contact  Info: 
Rabbi  Jerome  Gurland,  Sheila  Hannifan: 

782-1628 

Tracy  Johnson:  tracy@christ-pres.org 
John  McDonagh:  j.mcdonagh@diospringfield.org 
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GO  FIGURE!  ''v^ 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  (ollovtring  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is.  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


r  tvioderate  *  *  Difficult  1  23445679 
*  *  *  GO  FIGURE!  , ,  .„„  _ ,      ,  ,^ 
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GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  ot  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


r  Moderate  *  *  Difficult  1  1  2  3  4  5  6  7 
*  *  *  GO  FIGURE!  .  k™ 
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Find  tbe  listed  words  in  tbe  diigrun.  They  nin  m  all  direc6oni  - 
forward,  backward,  up.  down  and  diiAOflilly. 


Berlin 
Boston 
Chicago 
Madrid 


tvtontreal 
fWloscow 
l\/lunich 
New  York 


Osaka  Singapore 

Paris  Stockholm 

Santiago  Tokyo 
Seoul 
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Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Find  the  listed  words  in  the  diagram.  They  fun  in  all  directions  - 
forward,  backward,  up.  down  and  diaRonally. 

Bingo  DWS  Knockout  Setup 

Blocker  Fishing  Non-go  Spread 

Bonus  Floater  Passing  Turnover 

Dumping  Going  out  Phoney 
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Freshmen  Aid  the  Success  of  WNEC  Women's  Lacrosse 


Stuart  Rice 

Staff  Writer 


As  the  women's  lacrosse 
season  draws  to  a  close,  three 
freshmen  are  playing  a  promi- 
nent role  on  a  strong  Western 
New  England  College  squad. 

Jeanmarie  Barbato  (Hun- 
tington Station,  NY).  Ma- 
rissa  Bonitatibus  {Yorktown 
Heights,  NY)  and  Nicole  Poh 
(Medfield,  MA)  have  all  been 
key  contributors  on  a  team  with 
a  10-3  record  entering  today's 
contest  against  Endicott. 

Barbato,  a  psychology 
major  with  a  minor  in  ele- 
mentary education,  currently 
leads  the  Golden  Bears  with 


54  points  (39  goals  and  15 
assists).  She  was  named  The 
Commonwealth  Coast  Con- 
ference (TCCC)  "Rookie-of- 
the-Week"  twice  (March  9  and 
March  25). 

Barbato  enjoyed  a  suc- 
cessful career  playing  on  the 
girls'  lacrosse  team  at  Walt 
Whitman  High  School,  serving 
as  team  captain  while  gaining 
the  team  MVP  and  All-County 
honorable  mention. 

"It's  been  an  adventure," 
said  Barbato.  "The  college 
lacrosse  game  is  a  much  dif- 
ferent game  from  high  school, 
but  I  have  been  able  to  adapt 
to  it  well." 

WNEC  coach  Aimee  Kle- 


packi  hasn't  been  surprised  at 
how  well  Barbato  has  played 
thus  far  this  season. 

'i  knew  when  she  came 
here  that  she  would  be  an  im- 
pact player,"  said  Klepacki. 
"Each  of  these  players  hasn't 
had  a  problem  stepping  into 
the  starting  lineup  to  play  right 
away. 

"They  knew  what  they 
had  to  do  and  have  done  an 
excellent  job.  i  think  that  these 
players  will  be  able  to  take  this 
team  a  long  way  as  their  games 
continue  to  progress." 

Bonitatibus,  also  a  psy- 
chology major  with  a  minor 
in  elementary  education,  is 
the  starting  goalie  and  cur- 


Freshnian  women  s  lacrosse  players  (from  left):  Nicole  Pali. 
Jeanmarie  Barbato.  and  Marissa  Bonitafibiis.  Photos  courtesy  of 
WNEC  athletics  department  (www.wnec.edu/athletics). 
rently  fourth  in  the  conference    (27),  and  is  second  in  ground 


Bruins  Face  Montreal  in  Playoffs 


Chris  Townsend 

Staff  Writer 

The  Bruins  have  made 
the  playoffs  for  the  first  time 


since  the  2003-2004  season, 
grabbing  the  eighth  seed  in  the 
Eastern  Conference. 

They  will  take  on  the 

Montreal     Canadiens.  who 


Thanks  to  a  win  on  Sunday,  the  Bruins  will  head  into  Tuesday  s  contest 
trailing  1-2  in  the  series,  AP  Photo  courtesy  of  www.nhl.com. 


have  beaten  the  Bruins  in 
eleven  consecutive  games,  in 
the  first  round.  It  doesn't  look 
good  for  the  Bruins  if  you  look 
at  the  history  of  playoff  series 
between  these  rivals,  with 
Montreal  winning  23  of  the  30 
games. 

If  the  Bruins  can  stay  out 
of  the  penalty  box,  thus  keep- 
ing Montreal's  deadly  power 
play  at  bay,  they  may  have  a 
chance  of  advancing  to  the 
next  round. 

The  Bruins  have  lost  the 
first  two  games  before  winning 
on  Sunday.  The  crucial  Game 
4  will  take  place  in  Boston  on 
Tuesday,  April  1 5  at  7  p.m. 


in  both  goals  against  average 
(9.11)  and  save  percentage 
(53.1). 

She  was  a  standout  ath- 
lete at  Yorktown  High  School, 
being  named  All-League  in 
both  lacrosse  and  field  hockey, 
while  winning  a  state  champi- 
onship in  lacrosse  in  2006. 

After  a  difficult  start.  Bo- 
nitatibus has  settled  in  and  pro- 
vided a  number  of  key  saves  to 
preserve  WNEC  victories. 

"It  took  me  a  little  while 
to  learn  how  to  play  at  the  col- 
lege level  because  I  couldn't 
get  away  with  some  of  the 
things  that  had  worked  well 
for  me  in  high  school,"  she 
said.  "Going  into  the  season, 
1  didn't  expect  to  be  starting 
in  goal,  but  it  has  been  a  great 
opportunity,  and  I  feel  I'm  get- 
ting better  everyday." 

Poli,  a  communications 
major,  leads  the  team  in  caused 
turnovers  (44),  draw  controls 


balls  (34).  Her  caused  turn- 
overs figure  also  ranks  first 
in  the  conference.  On  Mon- 
day (April  7),  she  was  named 
TCCC  "Defensive  Player-of- 
the-Week." 

'i  feel  my  role  on  the  team 
as  a  defender  is  to  win  the  ball 
and  get  it  up  to  the  forwards," 
said  Poli.  "We  have  a  strong 
team  and  everyone  works  well 
together.  I'm  excited  to  see 
what  we  can  do." 

Poli  was  also  an  impor- 
tant member  of  the  WNEC 
women's  soccer  team,  which 
finished  with  a  13-6-3  record 
last  fall  and  placed  second  in 
the  conference  with  a  10-1- 
2  mark.  A  defender.  Poli  was 
named  to  the  All-Conference 
second  team. 

"Playing  two  sports  has 
been  a  struggle,  but  it  has  been 
a  lot  of  fiin,"  said  Poli.  "It's 
been  well  worth  it  because  of 
all  the  friends  I've  made." 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Games  in  Bold 

Conference  games  marked  with  a  ' 
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mm 

Wed 

Endicott  College  c  (Doubleheader) 

1:00  PM 

04/17 

Thu 
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4:00  PM 
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3:30  PM 
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Sat 
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Noon 

04/19 

Sat 

Roger  Williams  c  (Doubleheader) 

Noon 

04/20 
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University  of  N.E.  c  (Doubleheader) 

Noon 

04/20 
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Colby-Sawyer  College  (c  Doubleheader) 

Noon 
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Wed 

Anna  Maria  College  c  (Doubleheader) 

3:00  PM 

04/23 

Wed 

Keene  State  College 

3:30  PM 

04/25 

Fri 

Curry  College  c  (Doubleheader) 

3:00  PM 

04/24 

Thu 

Weslfield  State  College 

3:30  PM 

04/26 

Sat 

Eastern  Nazarene  c  (Doubleheader) 

1:00  PM 

04/26 

Sat 

New  England  College  c  (Doubleheader) 

Noon 

MEN'S  LACROSSE 

WOMEN'S  LACROSSE 

04/19 

Sal 

Salve  Regina  University  c 

1  ;00  PM 

04/16 

Wed 

Endicott  College  c 

4:00  PM 

04/23 

Wed 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology  c 

4:00  PM 

04/17 

Thu 

New  England  College  c 

4:00  PM 

04/25 

Fri 

Springfield  College 

7:00  PM 
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Sat 
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Tlie 
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Evergreen  -  The  More  Things  Change,  the  More  They  Stay  the  Same 


Kathryn  Guerra 

Staff  Writer 

Springfield  MA- 
With  the  new  school  year 
underway,  Western  New 
England  College  has  sought 
to  clarify  its  drinking  policy 
regarding  students  living  at 
Evergreen  Village,  one  of 
the  two  wet  dormitories  on 
campus. 

At  the  beginning  of 
the  semester,  students  living 
at  Evergreen  were  informed 
that  they  could  only  drink 
alcohol  inside  their  rooms  or 
on  their  front  porches.  Tom 
Wozniak,  Assistant  Dean  of 
Student  Services,  explained 
that  in  doing  so  the  college 
was  "providing  clarification 
on  alcohol  policy  as  it  per- 
tains to  Evergreen  Village" 
and  that  it  was  not  reversing 
previous  policies. 


According  to  the 
student  handbook  "students 
who  are  21  or  older  and 
who  live  in  Evergreen  Vil- 
lage and  Gateway  Village 
may  socialize  with  alcohol, 
so  long  as  it  is  done  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  the 
terms  of  this  policy."  The 
handbook  elaborates  that 
"consumption  of  alcohol  is 
not  permitted  in  any  public 
and/or  outdoor  area  of  the 
campus...  including  porch- 
es, lawns,  sidewalks  and 
parking  areas." 

In  prior  years.  Ev- 
ergreen residents  were  al- 
lowed to  drink  alcohol  on 
the  public  lawns,  sidewalks 
and  porches  of  the  college; 
something  administration 
never  intended  to  let  hap- 
pen. According  to  Wozniak, 
the  college  is  merely  "main- 
taining the  same  approach 
we  developed  several  years 


Due  to  the  recent  enforcement  of  long  standing  rules 
the  lawns  of  evergreen  must  remain  quiet. 
ago  that  went  beyond  its  lenient." 
original  intent." 

RHA  president  Brie 
Sylvia  explained  that  "last 
year,  things  got  out  of  con- 
trol and  they  couldn't  han- 
dle it."  Sylvia  admits  that 


Evergreen's  new 
advisor,  Bohdan  "Bo" 
Zaryckyj,  replaced  resident 
advisor  of  five  years  Diane 
Drakes.  Bohdan  Zaryckyj 
"has  been  very  strict,"  said 


the  rules  haven't  changed  Sylvia,  "but  the  real  crack- 
but  that  the  "administration 


last  year  was  a  little  more 


Continued  on  page  3. 


Gustav  Gets  In 


Laura  Wickson 

Sta_f  Writer 

The  seventh  largest  cy- 
clone and  second  major  hur- 
ricane of  the  year  has  swiped 
through  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
into  the  United  States  and 
certainly  has  left  its  mark. 
The  force  first  struck  the 
Dominican  Republic  and 
Jamaica  area,  leaving  over 
fifteen  billion  dollars  of 
damage  in  that  area  alone. 
Us  whirlwind  continued  and 
by  August  31.  2008,  the.  Na- 
tional Hurricane  Center  was 


tracking  a  category  four  hur- 
ricane in  which  evacuations 
needed  to  be  done.  Texas 
had  to  be  evacuated  and  re- 
porters were  quoting  "leave 
or  die".  As  days  passed  and 
Gustav  circulated  over  the 
United  States  into  Louisi- 
ana, the  winds  died  down. 
The  New  England  area  took 
in  torrential  rains  and  mod- 
erate winds  fi-om  the  effects 
of  the  hurricane.  138  deaths 
have  been  confirmed  and 
over  $15  billion  in  damage 
has  been  done.  It's  safe  to 
say  that  Gustav  really  got 


Hurricane  Gustav  as  it  travels  through  Lafayette 
Louisiana. 


WNEC  Students  Travel  to 
Beijing  for  Summer  Olympics 


Adie  Giguere 

Staff  Writer 


Thirteen  WNEC  stu- 
dents and  two  faculty  advi- 
sors witnessed  history  this 
August  during  the  inaugural 
International  Sport  Business 
Seminar  Abroad  to  the  Bei- 
jing Olympics.  Their  8-day 
trip  brought  them  to  ten  live 
sporting  events  of  the  XXIX 
Olympics,  as  well  as  sever- 
al historic  landmarks.  They 
even  brought  a  Golden  Bear 
stuffed  animal  along  to  rep- 
resent WNEC  pride. 

Professor  Curt  Ha- 
makawa,  director  of  the 
WNEC  Center  for  Interna- 
tional Sport  Business,  along 
with  fellow  Sport  Manage- 
ment faculty  member  Dr 
Dan  Covell,  advised  this 
lucky  thirteen  on  their  Olym- 
pic adventure.  Hamakawa, 
who  has  spent  1 6  years  with 
the  U.S.  Olympic  Commit- 
tee, including  the  last  six  as 
its  Director  of  International 
Relations,  was  able  to  lead 
the  students  on  board  based 


on  broad  knowledge.  He 
was  also  able  to  score  tick- 
ets to  10  of  the  28  sports  in 
this  year's  Olympics,  from 
soccer  and  Softball  to  bad- 
minton and  boxing. 

"It  was  a  once  in  a 
lifetime  trip,  and  it  opened 
my  eyes  to  new  cultures  and 
experiences  from  around 
the  world."  says  junior 
Psychology  major  Amanda 
Goldsmith. 

Besides  live  sport- 
ing events.  Seminar  Abroad 
brought  the  students  to  his- 
toric landmarks  in  China 
such  as  the  Forbidden  City, 
the  Summer  Palace,  and  the 
Great  Wall.  The  students 
were  also  invited  to  serve 
as  hosts  and  hostesses  at  the 
awards  ceremony  and  re- 
ception of  the  Truce  Foun- 
dation of  the  USA,  says  Ha- 
makawa in  his  blog  of  this 
year's  trip,  which  can  be 
found  on  the  News  section 
of  the  WNEC  website. 

Fun  and  games  was 
well  deserved  by  these  thir- 
teen WNEC  travelers.  Last 

Continued  on  page  3. 
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Who's  Who  for  Vice  President  in  Upcoming  Election 


The  Westerner 
is  under  new 
Management! 

Here  at  the 
Westerner  we  are 
looking  forward  to 
making  significant 
improvements  in 
both  the  formatting 
and  content  of  the 
paper.  Please  tell 
us  what  you'd  like 
to  see!  We  are  open 
and  ready  to  make 
your  voices  heard! 


Noah  Mitchell 

Staff  Writer 

As  most  of  us  know 
by  now  the  two  Vice  Presi- 
dential picics  for  this  year's 
elections  are  Alaskan  Gov- 
ernor Sarah  Palin  for  the 
Republican  party,  and  Sena- 
tor Joe  Biden  for  the  Demo- 
crats. Palin  has  been  a  gov- 
ernor for  two  years  and  has 
only  known  McCain  since 
their  introduction  at  the  Na- 
tional Governors  Associa- 
tion meeting  in  Washington 
in  February.  Some  of  her 
main  views  are  an  absolute 
rejection  of  abortion  and  the 
belief  that  there  has  been 
climate  changes  but  does 
not  believe  it  is  related  to 
humanity.  Those  who  know 
her  well  believe  her  reforms 
and  executive  experience 


make  her  a  strong  choice  and 
rising  political  star.  Howev- 
er, some  have  suspected  that 
McCain  chose  her  too  hast- 
ily and  didn't  take  time  for 
a  full  detailed  review  of  her 
political  history. 

Biden  is  a  six  term 
senator  from  Delaware 
started  his  political  career 
in  1972  at  29  years  old,  the 


Republican  candidate 
Sarah  Palin. 


yoimgest  senator  in  recent 
history.  He  had  also  planned 
to  run  for  the  presidency  in 
January  of  2007  but  later 
dropped  out.  He  is  also  a 
gifted  negotiator  and  chair- 
man of  the  Senate  Foreign 
relations  board  in  the  1 1 0th 
Congress.  Some  have  hailed 
him  for  his  ability  to  bridge 
the  bipartisan  gap  and  his 
voice  on  foreign  policy, 
civil  liberties,  crime,  and 
college  aid.  He  has  sffong 
views  on  fighting  drug  use, 
and  crimes  against  women. 
Unfortunately,  some  have 
criticized  him  for  not  fit- 
ting Obama's  "change" 
campaign  theme  as  he  has 
been  long  ingrained  in  the 
political  system  of  the  mod- 
em United  States.  Overall 
there  isn't  too  much  infor- 
mation on  fiery  voiced  Palin 
while  Biden  is  well  known 


Democratic  candidate  Joe 
Biden. 


and  has  been  in  the  political 
game  for  a  long  time  which 
should  make  for  an  interest- 
ing first  vice  presidential 
debate  on  October  2nd. 


Public  Safety  Gets  Some  New  Gadgets  -  EHS  Vidmic  Cameras 


Canio  Carlucci 

Layout  Editor 


As  many  of  you  have 
probably  heard  by  now  pub- 
lic safety  has  obtained  some 
new  surveillance  equipment 
since  last  year.  By  the  end 
of  the  month  ail  WNEC 
Public  Safety  officers  will 
be  equipped  with  cameras 
that  are  built  in  to  the  radio 
microphones  worn  on  their 
chests.  These  new  gadgets 
are  capable  of  capturing 
both  videos  and  photographs 
and  can  be  used  practically 
hands  free  while  the  otficer 
is  wearing  the  microphone. 

Just  because  the  of- 
ficers have  these  new  cam- 
era microphones  does  not 
mean  that  they  will  be  re- 
cording your  every  move. 
In  fact  they  are  more  for  the 
officer's  convience,  making 
documentation  of  incidents 
much  easier.  For  example 
if  there  is  a  car  or  bike  ac- 
cident on  campus  and  an  of- 
ficer responds  they  will  not 
have  to  leave  anyone  alone 
in  order  return  to  the  cruiser 
and  gel  the  digital  cameras 
they  used  to  carry.  There  is 
a  strict  policy  and  procedure 
for  the  usage  of  the  camer- 
as. 

The  usage  policy  states 
that  in  areas  of  expected 
privacy  (such  as  your  dorm 
room)  that  the  officers  can- 
not start  taking  pictures 


or  recording  video  prior  (for  example,  the  Tundra)  As  Chief  Woodrow  stated,    that  evidence  can  be  fairly 

to  stating  that  they  will  be  the  officers  are  allowed  to  "These  new  cameras  are   and  consistently  captured", 

doing  it.  However,  where  run  cameras  with  out  mak-  just  another  tool  for  officers 

there  is  no  expected  privacy  ing    any    announcements,  to  have  on  their  person,  so 


Speaker 


^^^^H^Camera  Lens 
^^^^^^^^wecord  Button 


Push  to  Talk  Button 


Power  On/Off 


RIGHT  SIDE 


Capture  Button 


Audio  Jack 


Mini  USB  Port 


LEFT  SIDE 


Clothing  Clip 


Reset  Button 


Charging 
Indicator 
Light 


■ACK 


Shown  above  is  a  full  view  of  the  new  EHS  Vidmic  cameras  that  public  safety  officers  will  be  carrying. 

More  infromation  on  the  vidmic  can  be  found  at; 
http://www.ehsequipment.com/vidmic/vidMlC.hlml 
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Evergreen  Slips  and  Slides  in  Recent  Rainstorm 


Brian  Baum 

Staff  Writer 


A  number  of  new 
Evergreen  residents  slid 
across  one  of  the  Evergreen 
lawns  during  a  heavy  rain- 
storm on  Saturday,  Septem- 
ber 6th.  Between  the  hours 
of  12:00  PM  and  1:00  AM, 
several  residents  decided 
not  to  allow  the  inconve- 


nient weather  to  ruin  their 
weekend,  and  began  to  slide 
on  their  backs  and  on  their 
stomachs  across  the  front 
Evergreen  lawn. 

'i  thought  it  was 
a  great  non-alcoholic  way 
for  the  new  residents  of 
Evergreen  to  have  some 
fun  together,"  said  Senior 
Evergreen  resident  Ryan 
Komich. 


Students  from  across 
campus  came  to  Evergreen 
to  join  in  the  fun.  Freshmen, 
Sophomores,  and  Juniors 
were  all  in  attendance.  It 
all  began  when  a  resident 
announced,  during  a  social 
gathering,  that  everybody 
should  run  outside  and  slip 
and  slide  on  the  wet  grass. 

Minor  damage  was 


caused  to  the  lawn  after  ev- 
erybody returned  to  their 
dormitories.  As  a  result  of 
the  damage,  rumors  began 
to  spread  that  residents  of 
Evergreen  would  have  to 
pay  to  fix  it. 

When  asked  about  how 
he  felt  about  paying,  Senior 
Evergreen  resident  Brian 
Livingstone  said,  "I  feel  as 


though  there  is  no  reason 
why  1  should  have  to  pay 
for  the  damages  done  to  the 
lawn.  I  was  in  New  Jersey 
enjoying  a  Mels  baseball 
game  while  this  event  oc- 
curred, and  I  had  nothing  to 
do  with  what  happened," 


Spring,  the  students  met 
several  times  to  organize 
fundraising  events,  which 
included  an  on-campus  raf- 
fle of  Red  Sox  tickets,  and 
to  coordinate  the  details  of 
their  trip.  Hamawaka  writes 
that  senior  Sport  Manage- 
ment major  AJ  Pappas  also 
located  a  company  in  China 
who  produced  lapel  pins 


Beijing  Continued 
especially  for  the  WNEC 
group,  which  they  were 
able  to  trade  with  others  at 
the  Olympic  Games.  Each 
morning  in  China,  too,  the 
students  arose  at  7  AM  for 
presentations  and  discus- 
sions before  any  play  time 
was  allowed.  And  of  course, 
there's  that  fifteen  plus  or  so 
hours  of  flight  to  get  there. 


This  "amazing"  and 
"unforgettable"  Sem  inar 
Abroad,  as  stated  by  the  par- 
ticipants, was  clearly  a  suc- 
cess. Stay  on  the  look  out  for 
the  next  International  Sport 
Business  trip  in  the  works: 
World  Cup  2010,  according 
to  Hamakawa's  blog. 


WESTERN 
W  ENGLAND 
COLLEGE  , 


The  WNEC  students  upon  their  arrival  in  Beijing. 


Evergreen  Change  Continued 

down  is  coming  from  Tom    sure  people  are  being  safe." 


(Wozniak)."  Sylvia  who  is 
also  an  Evergreen  resident 
said  she  supports  Bo  on  this 
decision  100  percent. 

Zaryckyj  has  only 
been  at  the  school  since  July 
first,  but  has  watched  video 
footage  from  last  year  of 
"groups  of  people  walking 
around  with  cups  of  alco- 
hol, thirty-racks..."  He  ex- 
plains that  "technically  the 
handbook  says  no  alcohol 
outside  period,  it's  a  privi- 
lege awarded  to  Evergreen 
residents." 

Over  the  summer, 
he  met  "several  times  with 
Chief  Woodrow,  Dean 
Keiser,  Beth  Hill.  Dean  Woz- 
niak and  Lt.  Jim  Jerome"  to 
go  over  Evergreen's  alcohol 
policy.  Zaryckyj  is  not  sure 
if  drinking  outside  became  a 
culture  at  the  townhouses  but 
insists  that  a  "lack  of  com- 
munications had  a  snowball 
effect  that  made  it  hard  to 
reel  back  in.  Issues  started 
when  there  wasn't  proper 
communication  and  more 
priorities  given  to  making 


JACI  CHEN 


I  CM>fcri««Kal  < 


1  V<rs 


OPEN  7  DAYS 

Monday-Thindiy:  IhOOmt-KUOno 
Friday  &.  Saiunky:  I  l<)Oain-ll;Utiin 
Sunday:  I2l00  iiiian-ia:aO|ni 
Qoicd  on  Holidays 


Japanese  &  Chinese  Restaurant 
Asian  &  Vegetarian  Cuisine 
1 193  Sumner  Ave.  ^lingfield,  MA  01 1  IB 

Fast  Delivery 


Tel.:  (413)  782-5858 
(413)  782-6868 


Coupou  ivaitable  far 


Some  "students  don't  feel 
that  they  need"  to  follow  the 
rules,  while  many  are  "up- 
set about  it,  mainly  because 
they  feel  that  they  need  to 
drink  to  have  fun."  Zaryckyj 
believes  that  while  drinking 
is  a  large  part  of  college-life 
for  many  students,  there  are 
other  ways  to  have  a  good 
time. 

Brie  Sylvia  "used 
to  think  that  it  wasn't  fair," 
but  now  believes  that  "it's 
a  privilege  to  drink  at  Ev- 
ergreen, since  it's  public 
property  and  this  is  sup- 
posed to  be  a  dry  campus.  I 
drink,  but  I  sit  there  on  the 
porch  and  its  fine  with  me.  " 
Zaryckyj  defined  the  porch 
as  the  "concrete  area  with 
the  overhang." 

Many  students  have 
been  following  the  policy 
but  some,  especially  those 
living  in  the  townhouses 
facing  away  from  the  in- 
ner-courtyard, feel  incon- 
venienced. Students  there 
are  "still  able  to  go  on  there 
porch  and  drink"  said  Sylvia, 
but  they  are  isolated  fi-om 
their  fi"iends  whose  porches 
face  toward  the  inside  of  the 
courtyard.  That  shouldn't 
discourage  students,  said 
Zaryckyj.  "These  ten  houses 
are  inconvenienced  at  some 
points  during  the  year  but 
during  Homecoming,  Par- 
ents Week  and  sports  games 
they  have  the  best  spots." 

If  students  still  have 
concerns,  Zaryckyj  encour- 
ages them  to  utilize  student 
senate  but  that,  "when  it 
comes  to  changing  policy. 
1  don't  know  how  it's  go- 
ing to  work,"  Ultimately,  he 
said,  "students  want  to  make 
the  RA  work  for  them.  My 
job  is  not  to  be  law  enforce- 
ment. I  don't  want  to  be  the 
one  to  meet  with  every  stu- 
dent in  the  building." 
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E^TERTAmMEXT/REVlEWS 

Weekend  Update;  The  Big  E 


Sara  Sullivan 

Staff  Writer 


On  September  12"  the 
Eastern  States  Exposition, 
located  in  West  Springfield, 
opened  and  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  go  spend  a 
long  afternoon  there  with 
some  friends,  and  to  say 
the  least  1  was  impressed 
by  all  that  there  was  to 
do.  There  were  many 
interesting  animals,  rides, 
foods,  as  well  as  a  classic 
car  day,  and  some  awesome 
sounding  concerts. 


If  you  have  never  been  to 
the  Big  E  I  would  highly 
recommend  going  this  year. 
It  is  definitely  something 
you  don't  want  to  miss. 
The  Exposition  is  going 
on  from  Sam- 10pm  until 
September  28'*.  By  car  it 
is  about  ten  minutes  from 
campus  and  by  going  to 
Student  Activities  Office 
you  can  receive  tickets  for 
$5.00  with  your  WNEC  ID. 
The  Big  E  is  perfect  for  an 
all  day  adventure  or  just  to 
browse  around  after  a  long 
day  of  classes. 


Upcoming  Big  E  Events  and  Dates 

-  9/26:  Leann  Rimes  Concert  (8pm) 

-  9/27:  Sugar/and  Concert  (8pm) 

-  9/28:  Classic  Car  Show  (All  Day) 

-  9/28  Fergie  Concert  (7pm) 

-  Daily:  Circus  (I.  4,  &  7pm) 

For  more  information  on  The  Big  E  visit; 

http://www.thebige.com/ 


The  Parade  at  The  Big  E  is  also 
something  worth  checking  out. 


Movie  Review:  Death  Race,  A  Deadly  Letdown 


Ricliy  Olivia 

Staff  Writer 


Director  Paul  W.S. 
Anderson  presents  "Death 
Race,",  released  Tue.  Sep- 
tember 16*,  21  years  after 
the  Governor  of  California 
Arnold  Schwarzenegger 
made  "The  Running  Man." 
Jason  Statham  stars  in  his 
own  version  of  a  corrupt 
correctional  system  turn- 
ing to  the  ways  of  the  Ro- 
man Coliseum.  It  is  sad  to 
say  Statham  pulls  off  a  little 
better  performance  than  the 
aclor/poiitician  Schwar- 
zenegger The  special  ef- 
fects and  explosions  of  a 


murder  NASCAR  race  are 
decent  but  not  enough  to 
compensate  for  the  lack  of 
plot  or  predictable  twists. 
If  you  plan  on  going  to  the 
Eastfield  Mall  for  6  dollar 
Tuesdays  save  the  money 
for  something  else.  Direc- 
tor Paul  W.S.  Anderson  has 
a  reputation  for  declining 
to  direct  follow-ups  to  his 
films  such  as  Mortal  Kom- 
bat.  Resident  Evil,  but  as  for 
Death  Race  not  only  should 
he  decline  making  a  sequel 
but  regret  making  the  movie 
itself  1  rate  this  movie  one 
star,  half  for  the  video  game 
twist  on  the  race  track  the 
other  for  Jason  Statham. 


Death  Race  Movie  Rating: 


One  Star 


Don 't  be  fooled  by  the  cool  mustang  with  hood-mounted  machine  guns.  Death  Race  is 
not  as  great  as  you  may  think. 


^    iTunes  Top  Fives  ^ 


Compiled  By:  Adie  Giguen 


5  Top  Songs: 

l.SoAVhat-PInk 

2.  Love  Story  -  Taylor  Swift 

3.  What  You  Like  -  T.L 

4.  Disturbia  -  Rihanna 

5.  Swagga  Like  Us  -  Jay-Z  &  T.L  (feat. 
Kanye  West  &  Lil  Wayne) 

Writer's  Song  Pick:  Just  Stand  Up!  -  Various 
Artists  (Charitable  single  for  Stand  Up  To 
Cancer) 


5  Top  Albums: 

1 .  Death  Magnetic  -  Metallica 

2.  Simple  Times  -  Joshua  Radin 

3.  Do  You  Believe  In  Gosh?  -  Mitch  Hedberg 

4.  Do  You  Know  -  Jessica  Simpson 

5.  We  Sing.  We  Dance.  We  Steal  Things.  - 
Jason  Mraz 

Writer's  Album  Pick:  In  Rainbows  -  Radiohead 


iTunes  #1  Album:  Death  1 
by  Metallica 
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EMTERTAmMEMT/REVlEWS 

Reel  Big  Fish  Blow  Away  WNEC  Palooza 


Mike  Murray 

Editor 


With  the  first  weekend  back  to 
WNEC  comes  a  much  anticipated 
musical  event,  WNECpalooza.  This 
year  WNEC  was  fortunate  enough 
to  have  ska  punk  band  Reel  Big 
Fish  as  their  headliner. 

Reel  Big  Fish  first  formed 
in  1 992  in  Huntington  Beach,  Cali- 
fornia. They  have  been  an  influen- 
tial ska  punk  band  and  have  been 
featured  in  the  movie  Basketball 
with  their  single  "Beer".  Other  no- 
table songs  include  "I  Want  Your 
Girlfriend  To  Be  My  Girlfiiend", 


"Somebody  Hates  Me"  and  their 
cover  of  the  1985  hit  "Take  On 
Me". 

After  the  show  I  was  able 
to  get  back  stage  and  get  a  come- 
dic  and  enlightening  interview  with 
drummer  Ryland  Steen  and  Trum- 
peter/keyboardist Scott  "Scotty" 
Klopfenstein. 

How  did  you  guys  enjoy 
WNEC? 

Steen:  It  was  great,  the  crowd 
really  warmed  up  by  the  end.  The 
weather  kinda  sucked. 

Scotty:  It  was  super  dubra. 

How  did  you  come  to  be  the 


The  band  Reel  Big  Fish. 


masters  of  musical  styles  that  you 
are? 

Steen:  Boredom  really. 

Scotty:  Some  are  good  at  rubies 
cube,  some  are  good  at  hiding  dead 
bodies  and  some  at  music.  We're 
just  lucky  I  guess. 

Has  your  style  changed  since 
you  first  started  playing? 

Scotty:  We  went  from  suck- 
ing to  good. 

Steen:  We  excelled  in  the  field 
of  music 

Scotty:  We  are  always  trying 
new  things  and  combining  music 
so  anything  new  is  just  a  result  of 
that. 

Steen:There  is  actually  a  music 
year  book  that  goes  out  to  all  the 
bands. . .  .we  got  "most  improved." 

Scotty:  Yeah  we  pooped  in  ev- 
eryone's pool 

What's  your  favorite  part  of 
being  in  RBF?  Massive  amount  of 
women? 

Scotty:  Massive  amounts  of 
cherry  tomatos 

Steen:  massive  amounts  of  my 

wife 

Scotty:  No,  it's  being  able  to 
travel  all  around  the  world  playing 
ska  music. 

Where  are  you  going  nest? 

Scotty:  South  America;  Brazil, 
Chile,  Argentina  and  we're  ending 
in  Mexico  City 


What's  the  most  shocking 
place  you  played? 

Scotty:  Latvia  probably,  people 
drove  from  all  around  the  Russian 
satellites  to  come  see  us  play.  Peo- 
ple were  driving  hours. 

Steen:  must  be  that  damn  inter- 
net thing 


Why  were  you  proud  of 
John? 


Steen:  Why  not  be  proud  of 


john 

Scotty:  He's  his  own  self  help 
book. 

What  got  you  guys  into  ska 
music?  The  people,  the  music,  the 
scene? 

Scotty:  Well,  it  didn't  really 
have  a  name  when  we  started,  we 
just  heard  local  bands  start  play- 
ing like  Sublime  and  No  Doubt  and 
we  did  our  homework,  sucked  for  a 
while,  and  started  playing.  I  mean 
we  all  listened  to  80's  music  on  the 
radio  like  The  Specials.  Fishbones 
and  what  not.  so  hearing  that  kind 
of  got  us  going  too.  It  was  just  what 
all  of  our  fi-iends  were  doing  and 
what  was  going  on  at  the  time. 

Steen:  We  were  in  band  and 
heard  horns  and  guitars  and  decided 
to  give  it  a  shot. 

Scotty:  They  actually  came  and 
picked  us  off  the  streets  in  vans. 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


Molson  XXX 


Alex  O'toole  and  Gerrit  Petersons 

Staff  Writers 


For  our  first  beer  re- 
view we  wanted  to  take  a 
trip  into  hockey  country. 
Molson's  big  scary  black 
box  was  too  alluring  to  pass 
up.  We  bought  the  I2-pack 
because  there  wasn't  a  24. 
The  price  was  pretty  steep 
for  a  1 2-pack  but  with  all  the 
extra  alcohol  packed  into  a 
single  beer,  it's  like  getting 
18.  The  dark  box  opened 
up  to  reveal  label  with  an 
XXX  on  the  bottle  that 
made  us  question  whether  it 
was  beer  or  rat  poison.  We 
were  interested  either  way. 
Your  first  sip  of  this  7.3% 
solution  makes  it  clear  that 
it  is  definitely  booze.  The 
first  sip  tastes  of  a  carbon- 
ated form  of  Canadian 
Whiskey.  With  most  beers 


ranging  from  4-5%  alcohol, 
we  consider  this  an  "Adult" 
beer,  be  sure  to  take  cau- 
tion. This  heavy  beer  starts 
smooth  and  finishes  with  a 
bum.  After  every  sip,  this 
beer  sits  on  your  tongue 
begging  for  another  swig. 
The  final  sips  are  some- 
thing to  brace  for. . .  MMM! 
Nothing  like  a  warm  beer 
with  a  shot  in  it!  This  is  not 
the  type  of  beer  you  should 
use  for  beer  pong,  not  that 
you  should  play  beer  pong 
unless  you  were  tricked  into 
it  by  a  seedy  Springfield 
character. 

Molson  XXX  Rating: 


3. 5  Beers 


Note:  All  students  imbibing 
alcohol  must  be  of  age.  Please  drink 
responsibly  and  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidelines  and  njles  regarding  alcohol 
posses-sion.  use.  and  procurement. 


By:  Adie  Giguere 


Much  to  our  planet's  benefit,  being  enviromnentally 
friendly  has  become  the  latest  trend.  Whether  you  are  en- 
tered in  a  store's  gift  certificate  raffle  for  refusing  a  pa- 
per or  plastic  bag  for  what  you  buy  (for  example,Faces  in 
Northampton),  or  browsing  through  the  newest  graphic  tees 
and  canvas  bags  with  tag  lines  such  as  "Keen  On  Green" 
or  "Don't  Be  Trashy,  Recycle,"  you're  bound  to  have  come 
across  the  Earth  love  that's  going  around. 

Here's  a  few  simple,  easy  ways  you  can  go  green 
here  at  WNEC: 

-  Get  Environotes,  the  100%  recycled  paper  note- 
books at  the  WNEC  Bookstore,  instead  of  a  Five  Star  when 
you  pick  up  your  school  supplies. 

-  Utilize  the  big,  blue  recycled  paper  containers  in 
the  buildings  throughout  campus  -  stop  throwing  paper  in 
tiash  cans! 

-  Recycle  your  plastic  bottles  and  aluminum  cans  -  if 
you're  still  throwing  those  in  trash  cans,  you  are  so  last 
season. 


More  green  tips  to  come  next  issue! 
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OPIIVIOIV 


Truth  and  Fiction:  A  Response  to  a  Previous  Editorial 


Alexander  Mazzaferro 

Staff  Writer 

In  the  last  issue, 
April  2008,  former  editor 
Jonathan  O'Hara  wrote  an 
opinion  piece  titled  "E.L 
Doctorow  Lecture  Left 
Much  To  Be  Desired"  criti- 
cizing novelist  and  scholar 
E.L  Doctorow  who  spoke  at 
WNEC  last  Spring.  In  brief, 
Jonathan  labeled  Doctrow 
as  being  arrogant,  pedantic, 
and  of  having  a  "convoluted 
worldview"  continuing  on 
to  say  "This  is  because  in 
his  world  (the  world  of  a  fic- 
tion author),  there  is  no  truth 
save  that  which  he  himself 
creates."  He  claimed  him 
to  be  a  poor  speaker  and 
an  overall  disappointment. 
Due  to  complications  the 
last  issue  of  the  Westerner 
was  unable  to  be  printed. 
Senior  English  Major  Alex 
Mazzaferro,  after  reading 
O'Hara's  response,  felt  the 
need  to  express  an  oppos- 
ing vieupoint  on  behalf  of 
many  dismayed  faculty  and 
students.  This  is  his  refu- 
tation of  O'Hara's  article. 
TTiank  you. 

-Mike  Murray,  Editor 

Dear  Mr.  O'Hara, 
While  you  are  cer- 
tainly entitled  to  the  pub- 
lication of  your  views,  the 
opinions  expressed  in  your 
April  16"'  2008  editorial, 
"E.  L.  Doctorow  Lecture 
Left  Much  to  be  Desired," 
are  based  upon  such  a  gross 
misunderstanding  of  Doc- 
torow's  talk  that  I  cannot  in 
good  conscience  allow  them 
to  be  the  final  word  on  the 
matter.  I  feel  compelled  to 
respond  here  because  your 
piece  reflects  so  poorly  on 
the  College  community. 


It  appears  that  your 
negative  reaction  to  Doc- 
torow's  lecture  stemmed 
not  from  your  disapprov- 
al of  his  public-speaking 
style,  his  "arrogance,"  nor 
his  ideas  about  fiction  as 
you  suggesti_but  from  his 
offense  of  your  religious 
beliefs.  You  needed  to  hear 
only  one  statement  about 
the  humanity  of  sacred  texts 
before  you  stopped  listening 
entirely.  As  a  result,  your  ar- 
gument contains  little  logic 
or  support  beyond  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  few  quota- 
tions entirely  out  of  context 
(and  with  your  own  biased 
additions).  Instead  of  legiti- 
mate criticism,  you  resort  to 
being  downright  spiteful. 

Your  understanding 
of  historical  fiction  is  seri- 
ously flawed.  One  could 
write  a  novel  in  which  any 
number  of  historical  figures 
do  bizarre  things  in  unre- 
alistic situations,  but  that 
doesn't  make  it  a  work  of 
historical  fiction.  Historical 
fiction  involves  construct- 
ing a  narrative  around  stand- 
ing historical  records  with 
alternative  focuses  and  de- 
tails. It's  not  a  free-for-all; 
it's  not  a  fantasy.  Historical 
fiction  merely  seeks  to  tell 
one  of  the  many  untold  sto- 
ries which  are  no  less  true 
because  they  are  not  the 
"official"  one.  It  challenges 
us  to  examine  things  from  a 
perspective  we  had  not  con- 
sidered. 

Your  misconcep- 
tions about  fiction  in  gen- 
eral are  equally  disconcert- 
ing: you  declare,  "at  the  end 
of  the  day,  fiction  is  fiction; 
there  is  no  truth  involved." 
From  where  are  the  details 
of  a  fictional  work  culled  if 
not  real  life?  Literature  has 
the  ability  to  teach  us  vicari- 


ously. In  that  sense,  it  is  just 
as  real  as  our  experiences. 
To  say  that  fiction  contains 
no  truth  is  thus  to  deny  its 
very  purpose:  the  commu- 
nication of  information,  of 
"truths." 

Doctorow's  work 
rejects  the  reductive  ethno- 
centric nationalist  textbook 
history  professed  in  grade 
schools  in  favor  of  a  more 
democratic  presentation  of 
multiple  stories.  You  use  the 
notion  to  defame  him,  but 
it's  ironically  very  accurate: 
he  does  reject  the  concept 
of  a  single  Truth  because 
he  knows  how  dangerous 
that  idea  can  be.  In  reality, 
this  philosophy  provides 
the  foundation  for  a  number 
of  very  relevant  schools  of 
literary  and  philosophical 
thought.  It's  a  legitimate 
perspective,  not  a  basis  for 
derision.  If  you  had  ac- 
quainted yourself  with  these 
ideas  or  with  any  of  Doc- 
torow's novels  you  might 
have  been  aware  of  this,  but 
I  can't  blame  you  for  be- 
ing reluctant  to  disrupt  the 
ideological  foundations  on 
which  you  lay  your  head  at 
night. 

Your  piece  completely 
ignores  Doctorow's  em- 
phasis on  the  reverence  he 
was  taught  from  youth.  He 
spoke  about  being  raised  in 
a  microcosmic  household  in 
which  one  parent  was  de- 
voutly religious  and  the  oth- 
er was  not.  He  stressed  the 
secular  values  he  gleaned 
from  his  upbringing,  the 
spirituality  he  grew  to  ad- 
mire, and  the  healthy  skep- 
ticism he  was  taught  to  en- 
act, while  simultaneously 
reminding  us  of  the  respect 
he  maintained  for  religious 
orthodoxy.  In  painting  Doc- 
torow as  an  arrogant  blas- 


phemer who  "[seems]  to 
believe  that  his  own  novels 
are  somehow  greater  than 
those  religious  texts,"  you 
illustrate  perfectly  the  dan- 
gers of  which  he  spoke  and 
therefore  your  ignorance 
of  them.  He  never  directly 
"[referred]  to  the  authors 
of. ..the  Bible  and  Koran  as 
'colleagues'"  in  his  speech. 
He  may  have  suggested  the 
humanity  of  these  writers 
as  a  means  of  undercutting 
their  authority,  but  he  never 
sought,  as  you  suggest,  to  el- 
evate himself  to  deified  sta- 
tus. That  is  exactly  what  he 
was  reproaching.  His  ideas 
were  "deeply  disturbing" 
only  if  you've  founded  your 
entire  worldview  on  such 
narrow  texts.  For  those  of  us 
who  are  not  encumbered  by 
dogma  and  are  capable  of 
using  our  minds,  his  words 
were  incredibly  liberating. 

To  say  that  Doctorow 
"has  become  very  used  to 
people  telling  him  that  his 
ideas  are  important"  is  thus 
to  attack  without  ammuni- 
tion. Do  ideas  cease  to  be 
valid  once  they  become  re- 
spected? 1  saw  no  "trace  of 
arrogance"  in  Doctorow's 
comportment.  He  was  asked 
to  speak,  so  he  did.  1  could 
just  as  easily  argue  that  a 
clergyman  has  such  an  "air 
of  self-importance"  simply 
because  he's  atop  the  pulpit 
or  that  you  yourself  have 
such  an  "air"  in  the  uriting 
of  your  piece.  In  any  form, 
harping  on  the  trivial  details 
of  a  speaker's  demeanor  in- 
stead of  his  or  her  message 
is  a  pot-shot.  It's  what  you 
criticize  when  you've  noth- 
ing to  criticize. 

The  embarrassingly 
philistine  vievvT3oint  of  your 
editorial  evokes  a  broader 
issue.  Like  you,  many  stu- 


PUBLIC  SAFE'lT  BLOTTEB 

The  Westemer  has  been  working  hard  alongside  Public  Safety  to  bring  this  to  you  in  order  to  help  raise  campus  awareness 
of  what  Public  Safety  does  and  how  it  affects  you,  The  section  will  feature  summaries  of  some  of  the  campus'  recent  arrests  and 
major  offense  activity  calls,  as  well  as  other  campus  safety  related  facts  and  tips. 


Public  Safety  O&A. 

/.  Are  Public  Safely  officers  real  cops? 

•  Yes,  Public  Safety  officers  are  state  trained.  100%  le- 
gitimate cops.  All  public  safety  officers  are  equipped  no  dif- 
ferently a  regular  Springfield  Police  officer  and  have  the  ability 
arrest  people  at  their  discretion. 

2.  What  exactly  does  public  safety  do? 

•  Public  Safety  works  very  hard  to  keep  our  campus  safe 
and  problem  free.  They  are  not  just  the  guys  who  come  when 
you  get  in  trouble,  in  fact  the  majority  of  the  situations  that 
public  safety  responds  to  are  to  provide  help  for  students,  i.e. 
lockouts,  fire  drills,  medical  emergencies,  etc... 


Offense  Activity  Statistics.  fQ7/08  Academic  Year) 

•  Last  year  Public  Safety  responded  to  a  total  of  938  calls 
1  a  total  of  41  catagories. 


The  top  5  most  frequent  calls  are... 

Liquor  Law  Violation 

10% 

Motor  Vehicle  Booted 

8% 

Minor  in  Possession  of  Alcohol 

8% 

Larceny 

7% 

Motor  Vehicle  Accident 

6% 

inrormaiion  on  public  safciy  plcu 


dents  at  the  event  were  pres- 
ent by  imperative,  not  by 
choice.  It's  no  surprise  that  a 
lecture  should  go  over  one's 
head  if  it  is  approached  with 
such  preconceived  disinter- 
est. That  evening,  I  looked 
on  in  dismay  as  students 
were  more  concerned  with 
the  location  of  their  class' 
attendance  sign-in  sheet 
than  with  Doctorow's  in- 
sights and  were  shamelessly 
text-messaging  in  plain  view 
throughout  the  entire  talk. 
This  speaks  to  a  lack  of  re- 
spect among  these  students 
rather  than  Doctorow's  de- 
ficiencies as  a  lecturer. 

Lecture  Day  is  an  Intel- 
lectual event  for  the  College 
and  broader  community.  It's 
not  campus  movie  night. 
It's  not  Jim  Gaffigan.  Doc- 
torow's speech  "left  much 
to  be  desired"  only  if  one 
entered  Rivers  Auditorium 
expecting  the  77-year-old 
man  to  jog  into  the  room 
shouting  wildly  into  a  head- 
set microphone.  I  admit  his 
lecture  was  challenging,  but 
there's  no  need  to  approach 
it  with  such  fearfijl  vindic- 
fiveness  (especially  given 
your  responsibility  as  one 
of  the  student  body's  few 
resources  for  clarification). 
It  is  unfair  to  say  that  he  was 
not  engaging  simply  be- 
cause you  failed  to  compre- 
hend his  ideas.  To  propose 
that  he  dumb  things  down  to 
appease  those  uninterested 
students  present  is  to  com- 
pletely overlook  the  fact 
that  Doctorow  developed 
his  talk  from  a  collection  of 
essays  and  lectures  given  at 
Harvard  University  over  the 
last  several  years.  His  deci- 
sion to  present  the  same  set 
of  ideas  here  that  he  did  at 
Harvard  demonstrated  a 
high  estimation  of  our  intel- 
lectual capacity.  Therefore, 
to  chalk  our  differing  reac- 
tions up  to  Harvard's  inher- 
ent superiority  would  be  to 
sell  Western  New  England 
College  vastly  short.  Under- 
standing is  a  matter  of  being 
open-minded,  not  brilliant. 

Hearing  lectures  like 
Doctorow's  is  a  privilege 
most  colleges  and  universi- 
ties enjoy  on  a  regular  basis. 
If  Western  New  England 
College  is  to  continue  to 
move  forward,  I  hope  we 
can  all  come  to  appreciate 
the  value  of  such  experi- 
ences. 
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PUZZLES 


ACROSS 

1  Con  game 
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vessel 
8  A  really  long 

time 
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13  Tier 

14  Smart-phone 
name 

1 5  Iowa  city 

16  Dunce 

18  Lucille  Ball, 
notably 

20  "-  Landing" 

21  Hostel 

22  Mainlander's 
souvenir 

23  Lost  color 
26  Minuteman's 

foe 

30  Raw  rock 

31  Journal 

32  Altar 
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33  Sailor's  wool 
jacket 

36  Bravery 
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40  Dostoevsky's 
Prince 

Myshkin,  e.g. 
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movie 

49  Look 
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Feedbag  fill 
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36 

By  way  of 

53  Disarray 
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37 

Soak  up 
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39 

Warner  Bros 

55  Pod  dweller 
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above 

1  Cicatrix 

22  Journey 

41 

Put  one  over 

2  Arrive 

segment 

on 

3  Scored  100 

23  Burst 
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on 
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training 

5  City-related 

26  Deteriorate 
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Curved 

6  Comestibles 

27  Lubricate 

molding 

7  Possess 

28  Big  bother 

45 

Arm  bone 

8  Of  a  cultural 

29  Craggy  peak 

46 

Drudge 

group 

31  Trail  behind 

48 

Galley 

9  Sandwich 

34  Throttles 

implement 
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Do  you  draw? 
Have  a  good 

sense  of 

humor? 

The  Westerner  is 
looking  for  a  comic 
artists  to  submit 
one  comic  per  issue. 


If  (ntereited  pleaie  contact  ui  at; 
theweitenitrin»vahoo.eom 


Wishing  m  WelF 
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C    E    B    O    E    E  A 


T    D    U  U 


W   M    O    S    O    H    K  I 


C    S     L    E    B     I  PR 


HURSEE     I  EG 


TCHAHEOTNMRSS 

HERE  IS  A  PLEASANT  LITTLE  GAME  that  will  give  you  a 
message  every  day.  It's  a  numerical  puzzle  designed  to  spell 
out  your  fortune  Count  the  letters  in  your  first  name.  If  the 
numt>er  of  letters  is  6  or  more,  6utitracl4.  If  the  numtMrlsless 
than  6,  add  3.  The  result  Is  your  key  number  Start  at  the  up- 
per left-hand  comer  and  chedt  one  of  your  key  numbers,  left 
to  right.  Then  read  the  message  the  letters  under  the 
checked  figures  give  you. 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTYTHISWEEK: 


*  Moderate  **  Challenging 
***  HOO BOY! 


Sudoku  2 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTYTHISWEEK: 


*  Moderate  *  *  Challenging 
***H00  BOYI 


Go  Figure  1 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  * 


*  Moderate  *  *  Difficult 
***G0  FIGURE! 
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Go  Figure  2 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  Ihe  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  *  *  * 


*  Moderate  *  *  Difficult 
***  GO  FIGURE! 
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SPORTS 


Tom  Terrific  Tears  Tendon:  Patriots  Finished? 


Brian  Michaud 

Stajf  Writer 

What  can  you  do  with 
a  torn  Anterior  Cruciate 
Ligament  and  a  torn  Medial 
Collateral  Ligament?  The 
answer  is  not  much.  Unfor- 
tunately for  New  England 
Patriots  fans  and  really  just 
fans  of  good  football,  Tom 
Brady  suffered  both  a  torn 
ACL  and  MCL  in  his  left 
knee  Sunday  September  7'^ 


during  the  \"  quarter  of  the 
season  opener  in  the  Patriots 
V.  the  Kansas  City  Chiefs 
game. 

On  a  completion  to 
star  wide  receiver  Randy 
Moss.  Kansas  City  safety 
Bernard  Pollard  crashed 
into  the  2007  NFL  MVP's 
left  knee  in  an  attempt  to 
put  pressure  on  Brady  as  he 
stepped  up  into  the  pocket. 
Pressure  was  indeed  put  on 
Brady.  After  releasing  the 
ball,  two  distinct  sounds 


Brady 's  injury  has  left  a  very  small  chance  that  he  will  be 
back  out  on  the  field  this  season. 


could  be  heard-  the  first  was 
an  ear  piercing  scream  of 
pain  that  echoed  throughout 
Gillette  Stadium,  blurted 
out  by  Brady  as  he  hit  the 
ground,  and  the  second  was 
a  deep  gasp  in  unison  by  all 
in  attendance. 

That's  pretty  bad 
news  and  there's  really  no 
good  that  can  come  of  this, 
unless  you're  one  of  the 
4  people  in  the  world  that 
got  a  Matt  Casse!  Jersey  for 
Christmas  last  year  from 
a  crazy  aunt  or  uncle.  So 
what  does  this  mean  for  the 
New  England  Patriots?  Is 
the  season  over?  Well  from 
the  buzz  this  writers  heard 
on  campus,  the  Patriots  just 
went  from  future  2009  Su- 


per Bowl  Champions  to  not 
even  making  the  playoffs. 

It's  sad  to  say  it 
but  seems  a  lot  of  Patriot 
fans  are  already  waving  the 
white  flag,  however  there 
are  some  never-say-die  Pa- 
triot fans  who  are  not  shak- 
en by  this.  Correct  me  if  I'm 
wrong  but  didn't  a  similar 
situation  happen  a  few  years 
back?  Wasn't  there  a  man 
named  Drew  Bledsoe  who 
was  the  starting  quarter- 
back for  the  New  England 
Patriots  who  got  hurt  and 
replaced  by  a  younger,  bet- 
ter quarterback?  Plenty  of 
MVP  caliber  quarterbacks 
either  go  down  with  an  inju- 
ry or  leave  the  team,  only  to 
be  replaced  by  another  top 


notch  QB.  Just  look  at  the 
San  Francisco  49ers  when 
they  went  from  Joe  Mon- 
tana to  Steve  Young,  or 
even  the  current  Green  Bay 
Packers  team  having  Aaron 
Rodgers  step  up  after  Brett 
Favre  left. 

We  have  to  remem- 
ber, football  is  not  about 
one  individual  player. 
Football  is  a  team  sport  and 
it  wasn't  Tom  Brady  who 
won  three  Super  Bowls  for 
the  New  England  Patriots, 
it  was  the  New  England 
Patriots  who  won  three  Su- 
per Bowls.  I  have  a  feeling 
the  Patriots  will  be  just  fine 
this  season  without  their 
poster  boy  Tom  Brady. 
(Prediction:  11-5) 


Bruins  Report:  Off-Season  Update 


Chris  Townsend 

Staff  Writer 


After  a  disappoint- 
ing exit  from  last  season's 
playoffs,  the  Boston  Bruins 
spent  the  off-season  re-tool- 
ing their  roster  in  order  to 
make  another,  more  suc- 
cessful run  at  the  Stanley 
Cup  during  the  2008-09  sea- 
son. They  started  by  beefing 
up  their  offense  at  the  NHL 
Entry  Draft,  choosing  for- 
wards with  five  of  their  first 
six  picks,  including  center 
Joe  Colbome  with  the  six- 
teenth overall  pick.  Forward 
Michael  Ryder  was  brought 
in  from  Bruin's  rival,  the 


Montreal  Canadiens,  reunit- 
ing with  head  coach  Claude 
Julien,  for  whom  he  has 
played  on  several  different 
occasions  dating  back  to  his 
junior  hockey  days.  Stepha- 
ne  Yelle,  with  two  Stanley 
Cups  under  his  belt,  has  also 
been  signed,  after  spending 
the  past  five  years  with  the 
Calgary  Flames.  Signing 
defenseman  Dennis  Wide- 
man  to  an  extension  will  so- 
lidify the  Bruin's  blue  line 
for  the  time  being,  while 
rapid  improvement  from 
Patrice  Bergeron,  who  spent 
the  majority  of  last  season 
recovering  from  a  concus- 


sion and  a  broken  nose 
after  being  hit  into  the  end 
boards  by  Flyers'  defense- 
man  Randy  Jones. 


-  ; 

The  Bruins  should  he  ready 
for  a  better  season.  


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


(iy/27  Sal 

10/(14  Sal 

10/11  Sat 

10/ IS  Sal 

10/25  Sat 

11/01  Sat 

1 1 /(IS  Sal 


(H)  luc 

09/27  Sat 

09/30  Tuc 

10/04  Sat 

10/08  Wed 

10/11  Sal 


FOOTBALL 

C'Lirr\'  (.  olk'ue  e 

Plynnnilh  Sktlc  lJni\crsily  c 

Uni\  ersi(>  of  Massacluisclts,  Dartmouth  c 

MassaL-hiiscUs  Insliuitc  itf  Icchnology  c 

F.ndlcott  C  ollege  c 

Sal\c  Kcfiiiia  lIniM'i*sll_\  c 

Nichol.s  Colleye  c 


MEN'S  SOCCER 

Nichols  Ciillcgec      4:()(>  I'M 
ICaslci  n  Nazarene  College  c  11:00  AM 
Kiulicotl  College  c    4:00  PM 
(Joi  tlon  Colks-ec      11:00  AM 

Colby-Sawyer  College  c  PM 
Uo-ci  Williinns  Universiu  l  .^:II()  I'M 


FIELD  HOCKEY 
Mount  Holyoke  Collcjie 

Hndicoll  CdllcLe  c 
Sininmns  College 
Regis  College  c 
/Vinhirsl  C'ollc'se 
(iuitloli  (.'ollcyc  c 
Smith  College 
Annii  Mjri;i  College  c 


WOMEN'S  SOCCER 

NiclioKCoilegcc 
F.aslci-ii  \a/.arcnc  College  c 
Fndlcott  College  c 
(;ordun  College  e 

Colby-Sawyer  College  c 
Roiicr  Williams  Llni\ersil\  e 


4:00  PM 

1:011  I'M 
7:00  I'M 
1:00  PM 
7:00  PM 
:  1 :00  AM 
7:00  PM 
Noon 
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WNEC  students  brighten  up  children's  study  home 


By  Kathryn  Guerra 

Staff  Writer 


I!  first  year  WNEC  students 
painted  a  mural  at  the  Chil- 
dren's Study  Home  as  part 
of  the  college's  new  "Urban 
Plunge  "  program. 

Springfield  -  15  in- 
coming WNEC  students' 
transition  to  college  life  has 
transformed  the  play-room 
wall  of  the  Children's  Study 
Home  into  a  colorful  beach 
scene. 

Opened  in  1865,  the 


Children's  Study  Home  is 
a  residential  facility  for  in 
danger  children  from  the 
Greater  Springfield  area.  It 
provides  clinical  services 
to  male  patients  ages  6-13 
including  group,  individual 
and  family  therapy.  Accord- 
ing to  Suzanne  Boniface, 
the  facility's  community 
relations  manager,  many  of 
the  children  are  struggling 
to  cope  with  behavioral  and 
psychological  issues  re- 
lated to  physical  and  sexual 
abuse. 

Under  the  guidance 
of  Springfield  artist  Donald 
R.  Blanton,  students  painted 
the  5 0-foot  mural .  B tan- 
ton,  who  has  taught  art  at 
the  Children's  Study  Home 
for  13  years,  sketched  out 
the  mural  which  featured 


palm  trees,  a  lighthouse  and 
seagulls. 

"It  was  great",  said 
incoming  freshman  Harrison 
Liebman  of  Longmeadow 
and  continued  on  to  say  that 
students  "were  able  to  give 
back  to  the  community." 
Jaime  Kirschner  of  Bristol, 
Conn,  said, "Everybody  got 
so  excited  we  just  jumped 
right  in,". 

According  to  Rose 
Gage,  volunteer  coordina- 
tor for  WNEC,  "this  year's 
urban  plunge  was  a  new 
addition  to  the  Bear  Tracks 
program  with  the  goal  of 
connecting  first  year  stu- 
dents with  peers  interested 
in  community  service."  Stu- 
dents could  choose  either 
an  outdoor  adventure  track, 
which   consists  of  team- 


building  exercises  or  an  ur- 
ban plunge  track.  The  urban 
plunge  track  gives  incoming 
freshmen  the  chance  to  par- 
ticipate in  service  projects 
that  will  impact  the  lives  of 
Springfield  residents. 

"Through  this  expe- 
rience, the  students  formed 
new  friendships,  learned 
about  Springfield,  connect- 
ed with  the  campus,  and 
gave  back  to  the  commu- 
nity," said  Gage. 

After  painting,  the  stu- 
dents held  a  barbecue  and 
played  Wiffle  Ball  with  the 
children.  They  also  donated 
money  to  buy  the  Children's 
Study  Home  a  badminton, 
flag  football  and  baseball 
set. 

Conribntor:  The  Re- 
publican 


By  Mike  Murray 

Editor 

On  Monday  September 
1 5*  the  biggest  stock  market 
crash  since  the  9/11  terror- 
ist attack  hit  the  American 
Market,  causing  what  is 
predicted  to  be  the  largest 
economic  crisis  in  Ameri- 
can history. 

It  began  with  the 
bankruptcy  of  major  lending 
group  Lehman  Brothers  and 
the  sale  of  Merrill  Lynch 
and  was  later  followed  by 
the  tumbling  of  banking  gi- 
ant A.l.G.  Mortgage  lend- 
ers Fannie  Mae  and  Freddie 
Mac  were  bought  out  earlier 
this  month  by  the  Federal 
government  before  deterio- 
rating the  real  estate  market 
with  mass  foreclosures  and 
defaults.  These  four  groups 
comprise  the  top  mortgage 
and  loan  financing  compa- 
nies in  the  U.S.  Millions  of 
companies  and  citizens  rely 
on  these  group  to  finance  re- 
sources such  as  house  pay- 
ments, student  loans,  pri- 
vate investments,  and  most 
significantly,  these  groups 
are  major  players  is  backing 
the  American  banking  and 
economic  system. 

In  order  for  a  bank 


Image:  http://conlenl.ans\vers.com/main/con{ent/wp/en/e/ee/Wall_ 
Slreel.JPG 


American  economy  crashes:  America's  next  financial  crisis 


pened  one  other  time  in 
American  history-  October 
of  1929,  the  beginning  of 
the  Great  Depression. 

To  resolve  this  prob- 
lem congress  had  put  up  a 
$700  billion  bail  out  plan 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  debate 
and  vote.  The  results  were 
released  today,  showing  a 
defeat  of  the  proposal  in  a 
closely  drawn  vote  of  228 
(opposed)  to  205  (in  favor). 
Many  politicians  felt  that 
the  bail  out  would  be  ben- 
eficial to  big  business  but 
harmful  to  their  constituents 
and  the  general  public.  Con- 
gress will  be  going  back  to 
the  drawing  boards  to  con- 
trive another  proposal. 

The  result  of  such  a  bail- 
out could  have  been  help- 
ful but  detrimental.  Such  a 
large,  unpaid  back  sum  had 
the  high  potential  to  cause 
a  rise  in  taxes,  an  increase 
in  student  loan  interest,  as 
well  as  making  it  more  dif- 
ficult to  receive  a  loan  due 
to  a  necessary  increase  in 
credit  standards.  People 
looking  into  the  future  job 
market  would  have  found  it 
increasingly  harder  to  find 
a  job,  the  older  force  being 
forced  to  work  past  retire- 
Contimied  on  page  3. 


to  loan  and  invest  money 
they  need  large  financers  to 
back  them  as  reassurance 
that  their  customer's  money 
is  secure  and  that  the  fiow 
of  money  from  consumer  to 
bank  to  investor  continues. 
Companies  such  as  Lehman 
Brothers  and  Merrill  Lynch 
provided  this  financial 
backing  that  keeps  the  cycle 
continuing  so  with  their  de- 
struction comes  a  gap  in  the 
fragile  system  of  capitalism, 
preventing  banks  from  hav- 
ing said  reassurance. 

Smaller,  privately 
owned  "family"  companies 
such  as  gyms,  restaurants, 
bookstores,  coffee  shops  and 
convenience  stores  often  re- 


ceive short-term  loans  to  aid 
with  daily  business  activity. 
These  establishments  rely 
on  banks  for  crucial  finan- 
cial banking  so  in  turn  if  the 
trickle  down  money  runs 
dry,  local  business  crum- 
bles. This  means  that  as  the 
large  chain  stores,  such  as 
Wal-mart  and  Dunkin  Do- 
nuts,  begin  fail  so  do  local 
shops  that  provide  a  simi- 
lar service.  The  results  are 
multi-fold  and  disastrous. 

What  this  means  is 
that  any  money  that  is  cur- 
rently being  loaned  could 
potentially  be  non-existent 
and  any  money  invested  is 
unprotected  from  loss.  This 
sort  of  bank  failure  has  hap- 
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Interested  in  Writing? 

The  Westerner  is  al- 
ways looking  for  writers, 
whether  you  are  an  ac- 
complished journalist  or 
just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  8:00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  in  Rivers  105. 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


Local  liquor  entrepreneur  visits  WNEC 


By  Christopher  Dawson 

Slaff  Writer 

This  week  the 
school  of  business  held 
their  first  international  busi- 
ness breakfast  by  bringing 
in  local  vodka  entrepreneur 
Paul  Kozub.  Kozub  lives 
3  miles  fi-om  campus  and 
has  caused  quite  a  buzz  in 
the  local  package  stores 
with  his  V-One  Vodka.  The 
Skidmore  graduate  began 
his  vodka  business  in  Sep- 
tember of  2005  after  the 
deaths  of  both  his  grandfa- 
ther and  father.  Listening  to 
his  grandfather's  stories  of 
prohibition  and  seeing  his 
father  own  his  own  busi- 
ness in  Chicopee,  Kozubs 


began  his  quest  to  create 
"the  world's  most  drinkable 
vodka." 

Starting  off  in  his  base- 
ment, Kozub  began  trying 
out  his  recipes  and  searching 
online  to  find  out  how  to  get 
his  vodka  into  the  public's 
hands.  While  searching,  he 
found  a  Polish  Distillery 
Company  and  after  contact- 
ing one  of  the  employees, 
he  decided  to  make  the  trip 
to  Poland.  In  September 
2004,  he  began  to  actually 
distill  his  vodka  from  a  Pol- 
ish brewery.  Kozub 's  com- 
pany has  celebrated  their 
3"'  anniversary  and  has  had 
huge  success  in  Western 
Massachusetts  as  well  parts 
of  Connecticut  and  now  has 
his  vodka  served  in  over 


Kozub  and  his  innovative 
brand  of  Vodka. 
Image:  mvw.v tvodlia.com 


1 00  restaurants. 

Instead  of  using  grain 
alcohol  like  90  percent  of 
his  competitors,  V-One  vod- 
ka is  made  with  100  percent 
organic  wheat.  This  seems 
to  have  caught  on  with  many 
vodka  drinkers.  His  vodka's 
noteworthy  taste  was  made 
known  in  2007  when  Kozub 
brought  his  vodka  to  an  an- 
nual vodka  competition  in 
San  Francisco  and  won  the 
gold  medal,  beating  over 
250  other  vodkas  in  the 
competition.  Although  he 
is  trying  to  push  his  vodka 
into  the  Boston  area  and  in 
other  states,  he  has  not  for- 
gotten his  roots  and  is  sure 
to  become  a  major  player  in 
the  vodka  industry. 


Fair  Fight:  A  presidential  debate  without  a  knockout 


idealistic  thinking  and  Mc- 
Cain from  his  outdated  Re- 
ganite  ideology  and  policies 
that  don't  consistently  line 
up  with  middle  class  needs. 

In  past  presidential 
debates  the  serve  and  return 
had  often  become  a  series  of 
pointed  remarks  and  dirty 
political  attacks  that  only 
stood  to  cloud  the  candidates 
views  and  beliefs  on  a  topic, 
often  leaving  the  viewer 
unaware  and  in  the  dark. 
In  contrast,  this  past  weeks 
debate  was  easily  followed, 
concise  and  made  the  candi- 
dates positions  clear. 

Look  out  for  the  next 
presidential  debate  that  will 
be  aired  October  from 
Nashville  Tennessee. 


By  Mike  Murray 

Editor 

The  first  of  three  presi- 
dential debates  took  place 
Friday  September  26^  in 
Oxford,  Mississippi,  the 
University  of  Mississippi 
.  The  first  real  face-off  be- 
tween democratic  nominee 
Barack  Obama  and  Repub- 
lican nominee  John  Mc- 
Cain, was  focused  around 
government  spending,  taxa- 
tion and  the  current  state  of 
the  economy,  addressing  di- 
rectly the  recent  crash. 

Both  candidates 
were  often  found  to  have 
the  same  ends  with  differ- 
ent means.  One  key  issue 
addressed  was  the  concept 
of  government  spending 
and  how  it  is  to  be  reduced. 
McCain  and  Obama  both 
agreed  that  a  reduction  was 
necessary  after  the  Bush  ad- 
ministration. Obama  stated 
that  the  best  way  to  go  about 
cutting  back  would  be  to  tax 
anybody  with  a  yearly  sal- 
ary of  $250,000  or  above 
and  providing  tax  cuts  to 
those  below  while  McCain 
believes  that  keeping  a  tax 
policy  similar  to  Bush's 
would  be  most  efficient. 
McCain  goes  on  the  logic 
that  by  cutting  taxes  to  busi- 
nesses investments  will  be 
catalyzed,  in  turn  generating 
more  tax  revenue  creating  a 
system  that  works  without 
government  involvement. 
Both  methods  bring  about 
the  same  result  with  differ- 
ent   consequences.  Other 


persona!  stories.  Unlike 
Obama,  who  builds  his  ar- 
guments based  on  political 
and  social  knowledge.  Mc- 
Cain supports  his  statements 
with  relatable  analogies  and 
interesting  facts. 

Both  candidates  took 
jabs  as  each  other,  strategi- 
cally pointing  out  the  others 
weaknesses;  Obama's  root- 
ed in  his  inexperience  and 


Both  candidates  did  a  good  job  standing  their  ground. 

Image:  w^vw.google.com 

issues  approached  were 
the  war,  energy  spending 
and  efficiency  and  military 
spending. 

From  a  debate  point 
of  view,  the  rhetoric  skills 
of  both  candidates  were 
equal  in  merit  yet  differ- 
ent in  style  and  approach. 
Obama  utilized  his  typical 
legalistic  format  in  which 
he  first  points  out  all  points 
of  agreement  to  gain  the  at- 
tention of  the  opposition 
and  then  subtly  and  logi- 
cally builds  a  deductive  ar- 
gument as  well  as  address 
all  counter  points.  He  spoke 
intelligently  and  with  great 
conviction,  showing  him 
self  once  again  to  be  a  tal- 
ented orator. 

McCain  took  a  dif- 
ferent yet  just  as  effective 
approach.  The  Republican 
candidate  spoke,  as  he  has 
in  the  past,  very  simply  yet 
firmly,  coining  strong  catch 
phrases  and  getting  his  mes- 
sage across  directly.  This 
makes  him  come  across 
as  honest,  respectable  and 
humble.  He  speaks  clearly 
and  with  passion,  as  well 
as  builds  strong  arguments 
often  backed,  not  only 
with  facts,  but  compelling 


Plane  crash  injures  musicians 


By,  Laura  Wickson 

Staff  Writer 

A  Learjet  carrying  six 
musicians  including  Blink 
1 82  drummer  Travis  Barker, 
and  Adam  "DJ  AM"  Gold- 
stein, crashed  at  1 1 :53  pm 
last  Friday  night  after  take- 
off in  West  Columbia,  South 
Carolina.  The  plane  skid- 
ded ofT  the  runway  crash- 
ing into  a  fence  engulfed  in 
flames,  landing  on  a  five- 
lane  highway. 

Of  the  six  passengers 
four  were  killed  including 
the  pilot,  Sarah  Lemmon, 
age  31,  and  co-pilot  James 
Bland,  age  52,  as  well  as 
Travis  Barker's  assistant 
and  body  guard.  Barker  and 


the  well-known  DJ  were 
rushed  to  the  hospital  early 
Saturday  morning  with  se- 
vere bums.  Both  men  were 
spotted  at  the  scene  of  the 
crash  ignited  in  flames  at- 
tempting to  rip  their  clothes 
oft'  and  roll  around  to  put 
out  the  fire.  Witnesses 
walked  toward  the  plane 
in  awe  quoting  that  "there 
was  nothing  they  could 
do".  After  the  incident,  the 
airport  was  then  closed  and 
the  plane  was  investigated. 
The  plane  was  found  to  be 
fairly  new.  Both  men  are 
expected  to  make  a  slow  yet 
successfiil  recovery  and  the 
families  of  the  four  others 
have  been  left  in  devasta- 
tion. 
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Free  concert  to  celebrate  Daniel  Pearl  music  days 


By  Adie  Giguere 

Staff  Writer 

Western  New  Eng- 
land College  will  host  a  free 
concert  in  honor  of  Daniel 
Pearl  Music  Days  on  Sun- 
day, October  9th  in  Rivers 
Memorial  Hall.  A  collab- 
orative event  of  WNEC,  the 
Community  Music  School 
of  Springfield,  the  Islamic 
Center  of  Western  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Temple  Beth 
El,  the  concert  begins  at  3 
P.M.  and  is  open  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

Daniel  Pearl  Music 
Days  concerts  have  been 
celebrating  the  life  and  work 
of  murdered  journalist  and 
humanitarian  Daniel  Pearl 
on  or  around  his  birthday, 
October  10th,  since  2002. 
Pearl  brought  music  along 
with  his  travels  for  work  be- 
cause of  his  belief  that  mu- 
sic is  the  one  language  that 
everyone  can  understand. 
He  had  several  ties  to  West- 
em  Massachusetts,  having 
written  for  the  North  Adams 
Transcript,  Berkshire  Eagle, 


and  the  Springfield  Union- 
News  in  the  late  1980's. 

WNEC's  event  this 
October  is  one  of  over  300 
events  scheduled  to  take 
place  worldwide.  1500  plus 
past  events  have  taken  place 
on  6  continents,  featuring 
names  such  as  Elton  John, 
REM,  and  the  Boston  Sym- 
phony Orchestra. 

"Daniel  Pearl  Music 
Day  of  Peace,  Justice,  and 
Harmony,"  as  WNEC  has 
titled  it,  will  include  perfor- 
mances by  the  Children's 


Choruses  and  the  String 
City  Ensemble  from  the 
Community  Music  School 
of  Springfield,  the  WNEC 
Campus  Chorus,  the  "Klez 
Connection"  Klezmer  En- 
semble, and  a  Gospel  Choir 
from  St.  John's  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Spring- 
field, as  Weil  as  a  reading 
from  the  Islamic  Center. 

For  more  information, 
contact  David  Stawasz,  Ste- 
phen Roulier.  or  Barbara 
Campanella  at  WNEC. 


Daniel  Pearl:  1963-2002 
Image:  www.google.com 


Upcoming  Campus  Events:  October 

Sunday  Oct.  IS'":  Michelle  Buteau  and  Dat  Phan  @  8:00  p.m. 
Friday  Oct.  24"'-Sunday  Oct.  26"":  Family  and  Friends  Weekend 
Sunday  Oct.  26"':  Trail  of  Terror  to  kick  of  Freak  Week 
Monday  Oct.  27"'-Saturday  Nov.  1":  Freak  Week 


(Keep  reading  to  gel  more  details  on  theese  and  future  events) 


Campus  Activities  Board 

Wcstcfn  New  Snqlonci  College 


Vinyl  is  back 


By  Adie  Giguere 

Staff  Writer 


If  you're  one  of  the 
few  still  purchasing  music 
by  the  album  rather  than 
illegally  downloading  or 
digitally  buying  singles,  its 
likely  you'll  find  your  next 
pick  on  vinyl.  Independent 
records  labels  including 
Matador  and  Sub  Pop  are 
now  offering  vinyl  records 
that  come  with  a  free,  iPod- 
ft-iendly  digital  version  of 
the  album.  As  sound  quality 
slowly  creeps  back  into  im- 
portance in  the  music  world 
so  is  the  warm  sound  of  mu- 
sic on  vinyl. 

With  downloads  and 
even  CD  sound  compressed. 


vinyl  remains  the  best  for- 
mat to  hear  your  music 
where  sound-quality  is  con- 
cerned. But  you  can't  take  it 
everywhere  like  the  5,000 
songs  on  your  iPod.  How- 
ever, when  albums  were  all 
records,  you  got  serious  ar- 
tistic expression  with  your 
music  purchase,  especially 
when  you  consider  the  al- 
bum artwork  of  the  prime 
years  of  vinyl.  The  problem 
remains  of  how  to  feeling 
like  you  bought  something 
of  substance  and  yet  be 
able  to  keep  it  with  you  in 
our  fast-paced  world,  and 
the  record-plus-downloads 
package  seems  to  be  the  so- 
lution. 


Financial  crisis  continued. 


ment  age  in  order  to  save  up 
enough  so  as  to  afford  life 
after  employment.  Despite 
the  bills  failure  to  pass,  any 
form  of  bail  out  or  aid  will 
cause  a  severe  disruption  in 
the  U.S  economy. 

How  could  such  a  prob- 
lem occur  in  our  strong  cap- 
italist government?  The  list 
of  causes  in  innumerable 
and  exclusive  blame  in  this 
case  is  a  futile  effort.  One 
of  the  major  contributing 
factors  to  this  however  was 
the  poorly  watched  private 
companies  that  currently 
support  our  system.  Compa- 
nies such  as  Lehman  Broth- 
ers. Merrill  Lynch  and  oth- 
ers were  left  to  do  their  own 
bidding  and  spending  and 
with  this  irresponsible,  risky 
investments  were  made  due 


to  corporate  greed.  A  single 
person  is  not  to  blame  but 
a  lack  of  federal  oversight 
on  such  powerful  organiza- 
tions. 

As  the  incoming  work 
force  and  leaders  of  Amer- 
ica we  will  be  the  ones  to 
feel  the  great  reverberation 
of  such  an  economic  quake. 
Any  reader  planning  to  ever 
buy  a  house,  pay  or  receive  a 
loan,  possess  a  job.  pay  tax- 
es, put  gas  in  their  car,  buy 
groceries,  purchase  health 
insurance,  pay  an  electrical 
and  heating  bill  and  live  in 
the  U.S.  will  feel  the  results 
of  this  disaster.  Our  wallets 
and  livelihood  are  going  to 
feel  the  consequences  of 
this  catastrophe  for  decades 
to  come. 


«  pijblk:  safe'it  blotter  » 


Campus  Activity  Report: 

September  27:  Offi- 
cers on  patrol  recognize  a 
passenger  in  a  passing  car. 
The  car  is  stopped  and  the 
man  is  arrested  for  tres- 
passing. 

September  27:  Offi- 
cers respond  to  Hampden 
Hall  for  a  student  with  an 
injured  arm.  Officers  ren- 
der assistance,  and  the  man 
goes  to  the  hospital  for  fiir- 
ther  treatment. 

September  28:  Of- 
ficers are  called  to  Com- 
monwealth Hall  for  a  fire 


alarm.  It  is  determined  that 
a  fire  extinguisher  was  set 
off  activating  the  smoke  de- 
tectors. The  air  was  cleared 
and  the  alarm  was  reset. 

October  2:  Officers 
are  dispatched  to  Hampden 
Hall  to  assist  with  minors  in 
possession  of  alcohol.  The 
alcohol  is  confiscated  and 
destroyed,  and  a  report  is 
completed. 

October  4:  Officers 
respond  to  Evergreen  Vil- 
lage for  a  report  of  a  noise 
complaint.  The  students  are 
advised  of  quiet  hours  and 
issued  CV  forms. 


October  5:  Officers 
are  advised  of  a  tight  near 
Gateway.  They  respond 
and  stop  a  student  who  was 
involved.  The  student  is 
intoxicated,  and  has  fallen 
and  injured  himself  He  is 
transported  to  the  hospital 
by  ambulance. 

Octobers:  Officers  see 
a  car  run  a  stop  sign  and  hit 
a  curb.  The  car  is  stopped 
and  the  driver  is  questioned. 
The  driver  is  given  field 
sobriety  tests,  then  placed 
under  arrest  for  Operating 
Under  the  Influence. 


October  6:  Officers 
respond  to  Gateway  Vil- 
lage for  a  fire  alarm.  It  is 
determined  that  an  oven  has 
caught  fire,  and  the  Spring- 
field Fire  Dept.  responds. 
The  fire  is  extinguished 

October  6:  Officers 
take  a  report  of  a  stolen  cell 
phone.  The  phone  had  been 
left  unattended  for  five  min- 
utes, and  when  the  owner  re- 
turned the  phone  was  gone. 

Any  questions  or  commenis 
for  the  police  department? 

Emaillhcmto:  WNECPDl® 
H0TMAIL.COM 


Crime  Prevention  Tip: 

Never  leave  valuables 
unattended  in  public  areas. 
It  takes  only  a  second  for 
someone  to  walk  away 
with  your  belongings. 

Do  not  keep  your 
room  key  with  your  identi- 
fication. If  you  lose  them 
it  would  be  very  easy  for 
someone  to  find  where 
you  live,  have  access  to 
your  building  and  your 
room,  and  help  themselves 
to  your  belongings.  And 
report  missing  keys  and 
id's  immediately! 


Officer  Bernie  St.  George;  WNEC  PD 
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Graham  Colton 's  intimate  and  inspiring  WNEC  performance 


By  Rachel  O'Brien 

Staff  Writer 

On  Saturday  Sep- 
tember 27,  2008,  Graham 
Colton  gave  an  intimate 
performance  in  the  Rock 
from  9:00pm  to  11:00pm. 
Graham  Colton's  acoustic 
soft  pop  rock  style  left  you 
longing  for  more.  He  has 
a  catchy  sound  that  is  very 
enjoyable.  The  themes  of 
the  songs  were  love,  heart- 
break, trials,  and  relief 
He  belted  out  new  and  old 
songs  such  as:  "Don't  Give 
Up  On  Me,"  "First  Week," 


Many  students  were  impressed  By  Colton  s  Performance. 
!niage:hllp://wmv.mtv.com/ 

"Morning  Light,"  "If  Love  played  included  a  piece  ded- 
was  Enough,"  and  "Jessi-  icated  to  his  fi-iend  Matthew 
ca."  The  last  four  songs  he    who  died  in  a  tragic  car  ac- 


cident, "Cellophane  Girl,"  a 
song  he  wrote  when  he  was 
seventeen  and  rerecorded 
with  an  orchestra,  "Ciga- 
rette," and  "Best  Days." 

In  between  songs 
Colton  showed  a  fnendly 
personality  to  go  along  with 
personal  stories  he  shared. 
He  displayed  a  nice  down 
to  earth  sense  of  humor 
throughout  the  show.  He 
mentioned  several  limes 
that  he  was  from  Oklahoma 
City,  Oklahoma  and  that  his 
best  friend  was  Wes  Welker 
of  the  New  England  Pa- 
triots. Colton  is  not  only  a 
performer,  but  also  a  very 


humble  individual  who  has 
done  a  lot  of  volunteering 
and  giving  back  to  other 
people.  Colton's  latest  CD, 
"Here  Right  Now,"  allowed 
Colton  to  find  himself,  not 
only  as  a  person,  but  also  as 
a,  "singer,  songwriter,  and 
guitarist."  There  were  many 
self-actualizations  in  which 
Colton  united  the  emotions 
from  his  heart  with  his  artis- 
tic vision.  He  reflected  on  his 
past  including:  band  mem- 
bers, past  managers,  past  re- 
lationships, and  many  other 
experiences,  which  makes 
Colton  the  person  he  istoday. 


The  Westerner  spends  some  one-on-one  time  with  Graham  Colton 


By  Mackensie  McEntire 

Staff  Writer 

After  his  WNEC  show  Colton 
spent  half  an  hour  signing  auto- 
graphs and  taking  pictures  with 
anyone  who  asked.  Afterward  The 
Westerner  was  fortunate  enough  to 
interview  the  young  performer. 

What  did  you  think  of 
WNEC?  How  was  playing  here? 

It  was  great.  As  I  said  I  don't 
get  to  play  acoustic  individually  a 
whole  lot.  Shows  like  that  can  vary 
depending  on  where  you  play,  what 
environment,  but  it's  always  nice 
to  go  into  place  where  you  can  tell 
people  appreciate  music  and  even 
music  they  have  not  heard  before. 
So  I  totally  felt  that  here,  and  that 
was  such  a  great  thing. 

Where  was  your  favorite 
place  you  have  performed  on  this 
particular  tour  you^re  on  now? 

Chicago,  it's  one  of  my  favorite 
cities.  This  past  tour  I  handpicked 
these  few  clubs  to  play  at;  die  en- 
ergy is  great.  There  are  200-300 
kids  crammed  into  a  room  and  it  is  a 
blast.  So  Chicago  is  the  best  by  far. 

How  long  have  you  been 


performing?  When  did  you  first 
start? 

Well,  I  first  started  in  high 
school;  I  played  at  this  Mexican 
Food  Restaurant  around  the  cor- 
ner. 1  played  football  in  high  school 
with  my  friend  who  now  plays  for 
the  Patriots  because  in  Oklahoma 
it's  kind  of  a  religion,  you  have  to 
play  football.  So  1  played  football 
on  Friday  nights,  and  it  was  the  ulti- 
mate Fridays  nights  experience  and 
then  Saturday  nights  I  would  break 
out  the  guitar  and  1  play  at  the  Mex- 
ican Food  Restaurant  and  invite  all 
of  my  friends,  and  that  was  it!  And 
that  is  how  I  started. 

What  kind  of  music  would  be 
playing  in  your  IPOD  right  now? 

Defiantly  Tom  Petty,  Ryan  Ad- 
ams, Pete  Yom.  But  I  also  like  a  lot 
of  the  Brit  Rock,  I  love  Coldplay, 
Keene,  I  love  Oasis. 

Who  inspired  you  to  be  a  mu- 
sician? 

Well,  my  dad  was  in  a  60's 
cover  band  with  all  of  his  friends 
from  college.  Like  attorneys,  stock- 
brokers, bankers,  and  they  rocked 
though,  they  were  my  biggest  influ- 
ence. And  they  are  actually  still  in 
the  band  and  have  been  playing  for 


twenty  five  years  now  and  I  still 
go  to  watch  their  shows  and  have 
the  best  time.  They  play  awesome 
songs.  They  play  the  beetles  and 
beach  boys;  they  were  defiantly  my 
biggest  influence. 

What  Is  it  that  you  enjoy 
most  about  music?  The  atmo- 
sphere? Actually  playing?  Song 
writing? 

Man,  I  would  say  all  of  it.  In 
my  career  you  never  know  what  is 
going  to  happen  next.  1  am  really 
fortunate  to  have  stuff  just  happen 
out  of  nowhere.  A  tour,  a  commer- 
cial, American  Idol,  1  don't  know  I 
love  how  I  do  not  know  what  is  go- 
ing to  happen  next.  There  is  noth- 
ing like  writing  a  song  in  your  bed- 
room about  your  own  life  and  go- 
ing across  the  country  and  having 
a  bunch  of  kids  sing  it  back  to  you. 
That  is  the  coolest  thing.  1  write 
about  what  I  know  and  that  started 
in  high  school  about  those  relation- 
ships. I  hope  I  am  doing  this  twenty 
years  from  now;  still  writing  about 
high  school. 

Have  you  found  that  you 
have  a  solid  fan  base?  A  certain 
crowd  you  attract? 

I  think  I  kind  of  been  very  for- 


tunate to  have  a  slow  bum  success.  I 
haven't  quote  on  quote  made  it  yet, 
but  starting  five  years  ago  and  giv- 
ing tours  with  other  bands,  I've  met 
the  counting  crows  who  have  re- 
ally mentored  me.  All  the  counting 
crows  fans,  wall  flower  fans,  Dave 
Mattews  fans.  John  Mayer  fans,  ma- 
roon five  Fans,  and  Kelly  Clarkson 
fans  they  all  kind  of  stuck  with  me. 
Which  is  been  a  huge  help.  So  when 
they  hear  a  song  on  American  idol, 
they  kind  of  like,  "O  that's  the  guy 
1  heard  three  years  ago  on  tour  with 
another  band."  So  it's  nice,  I  have 
a  mainstream  kind  of  fan  based 
crowd. 

What  is  the  hardest  part  you 
have  found  being  a  musician  if 
anything? 

Defiantly  touring  sometimes, 
when  its  3  weeks  into  it  and  you 
miss  you  family,  and  your  sick  you 
still  have  to  play  it  knowing  your 
playing  till  eleven  o'clock  and 
you're  not  getting  into  your  bed  un- 
til three  in  the  morning  then  wake 
up  at  seven  to  have  a  radio  station 
review.  That  is  the  only  time  you 
will  hear  me  whine.  But  I  have  a 
great  job  and  I  love  it,  I'm  humbled, 
so  I  will  never  complain.  Never. 


^    iTunes  Top  Fives    J|  ..-.c/^... 

5  Top  Songs: 

5  Top  Albums: 

l.So  What-P!nk 

1 .  Paper  Trail  -  T.I. 

2.HotNCold-KatyPeiTy 

2.  The  Glass  Passenger  -  Jack's  Mannequin 

3. Love  Lockdown  -  Kanye  West 

S.Jennifer  Hudson  -  Jennifer  Hudson 

4.  Right  Now  (Na  Na  Na)  -  Akon 

4.  Something  Else  -  Robin  Thicke 

S.Disturbia  -  Rihanna 

5. New  Surrender  -  Anberlin 

Writer  's  Song  Pick:  Come  On  Get  Higher  -  Matt 
Nathanson 

Itunes  #1  Album:  Paper 
Trail  By  T.I. 

fVriter 's  Album  Pick:  Year  of  the  Gentleman  -  Ne- 
Yo 
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Comedians  coming  to  campus;  Something  that  should  keep  you  laughing 


By  Sara  Sullivan 

Staff  Writer 

Campus  Activities 
Board  (CAB)  presents  a 
comedic  double-header 
performance  with  Michelle 
Buteau  and  Dat  Phan.  Mi- 
chelle Buteau  combines  a 
Jamaican-Haitian  sassiness 
and  spunky  style  into  her 
unforgettable  routines.  She 
has  made  numerous  televi- 


sion appearances  including 
VHl's  Best  Week  Ever  and 
A2Z's  Donald  Trump.  She 
recently  won  New  York's 
Underground  Comedy  Fes- 
tival's New  Comic  Contest 
and  was  a  finalist  in  Bud- 
weiser's  Ladies  of  Laugh- 
ter Competition.  Last  year 
CAB  members  saw  her  at  a 
conference  in  Hartford,  CT 
and  came  back  raving  about 


her  performance,  quoting 
her  infamous  "From  the 
Waist  Down"  joke. 

Dat  Phan,  the  second 
performer  of  the  evening, 
is  the  original  winner  of 
Last  Comic  Standing,  and  a 
Headlining  Comedian  cur- 
rently touring  across  the 
U.S.  Dat  was  bom  in  Sai- 
gon, Vietnam  and  grew  up 
in  San  Diego,  CA  striving 


to  get  his  comedic  skills 
known.  His  comedy  in- 
cludes stereotypes  with  dif- 
ferent cultures  and  he  shares 
his  experience  of  being  an 
American  guy  with  a  Viet- 
namese Heritage.  He  has 
also  had  numerous  televi- 
sion appearances  including 
"The  Tonight  Show  with  Jay 
Leno"  and  a  voice  over  on 
"Family  Guy".  Along  with 


numerous  television  appear- 
ances, he  has  performed  at 
Penn  State,  Foxwoods,  and 
the  U.S.  Marine  Corps,  to 
name  a  few. 

This  double-header 
show  will  be  an  unforget- 
table performance  that  will 
be  talked  about  with  friends 
around  campus.  Don't  miss 
out  on  Sunday,  October  1 8* 
in  Rivers  at  8:00  p.m. 


Dat  Phan  (left)  and  Michelle  Buteau  are  sure  to  be  a  hillarious  hit  at  IVNECf  Be  sure  not  to  miss  them! 


Images: 


v.googlexo, 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


We  Fear  No  Beer! 


By  Alex  O'toole  and  Gerrit  Petersons 

Staff  Writers 


Although  our  fancy 
new  title  suggests  that  we 
fear  no  beer,  we  do  have 
concerns  about  the  beer  re- 
viewed this  week.  We've 
wimessed  individuals  con- 
suming it  in  the  past  few 
weeks  and  we  just  need  to 
let  everyone  know,  as  the 
licensed  beer  reviewers  of 
WNEC,  we  do  not  approve. 
We're  talking  about  your 
Uncle  Dale's  garage  beer, 
Busch  Light.  Now  that  you 
individuals  are  21  years  old, 
you  no  longer  need  rely  on 
your  buddy  stealing  from 
his  uncle's  stash  and  drink- 
ing whatever  he  has  (not 
that  we  condone  that,  but 
we  have  heard  a  few  sto- 
ries).  After  tasting  it  this 


week,  we  decided  that  we'll 
stick  with  its  equal:  water. 

We  know  the  plus 
sides  are  that  it's  both  cheap 
and  it  gets  the  job  done, 
but  unless  we're  going  to  a 
NASCAR  event,  it  is  not  our 
beer  of  choice.  One  taste 
and  you'll  question  whether 
you're  bartender  used  the 
bar  tap  or  simply  filled  it  up 
in  the  bathroom.  We're  also 
not  fooled  by  the  picture 
on  the  can  suggesting  the 
beer  was  brewed  in  the  cold 
mountains;  we  all  know 
this  beer  is  brewed  in  your 
neighbor's  dirty  bathtub. 
We're  sorry  to  rip  on  some 
people's  beer  of  choice  but 
all  we  are  asking  of  you  is 
to  step  back  and  think  of  the 


Note:  All  students  imbibing 
alcohol  must  be  of  age.  Please  drink 
responsibly  and  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidelines  and  rtiles  regarding  alcohol 
possession,  use.  and  procurement. 

mental  image  of  yoiu'  neigh- 
bor bathing  in  it  and  then 
filling  up  your  bottle. 


Busch  Light  Rating: 

1.5  Beers 


By:  Adie  Giguere 
A  few  more  easy  ways  to  go  green  at  WNEC! 


•  Say  No  To  Plastic  Bags  -  If  you're  buying  something 
at  the  bookstore  or  grabbing  food  in  the  Rock,  you're  being 
much  more  eco-friendly  if  you  just  carry  or  throw  what- 
ever you  bought  in  your  backpack  or  purse. 

•  Monitor  Your  Use  Of  Paper  Products  -  Paper  isn't 
only  the  kind  you  write  on.  Students  use  up  a  ton  of  paper 
towels  washing  their  hands  and  cleaning  up.  You  can  save 
tills  paper  by  only  using  those  one  or  two  pieces  you  actu- 
ally need,  and  by  incorporating  other  cleaning  supplies  like 
sponges  and  dish  towels. 

•  Recvcle  Used  Batteries  -  It's  not  your  most  common 
recyclable,  but  your  dead  batteries  don't  need  to  be  thrown 
away  either  Set  up  a  place  to  collect  these  for  recycling 
alongside  your  cans  and  bottles.  . 

Are  you  interested  in  keeping  WNEC  as  green  as  possible? 
Check  out  the  Global  Sustainability  Club!!  To  join  or  attend 
meetings  email  Bruce  Clemens  for  more  infromation:  Bclem- 
ens(a),wnec.edu  ,  
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OPINION 


By  Samantha  Hoagland 

Staff  Writer 

The  Election  of  2008 
is  arguably  one  of  the  most 
talked  about  elections  in  U.S. 
history.  Democratic  can- 
didate, Barack  Obama  and 
Republican  candidate,  John 
McCain  have  surpassed  the 
popularity  of  even  the  most 
esteemed  celebrities  of  to- 
day, taking  on  the  front  page 
of  tabloids  and  newspapers 
alike.  It  seems  as  if  the 
words  "Obama"  and  "Mc- 
Cain" have  become  part  of 
our  day  to  day  vocabulary. 
So  why  is  the  election  of 
2008  so  popular?  Young 
people  are  voting  and  West- 
em  New  England  College  is 
no  exception. 

Other  factors  to  con- 
sider include  the  current  race 
and  gender  issues  regarding 
the  election,  this  being  the 
first  time  in  American  his- 
tory that  an  African  Ameri- 
can has  reached  the  status 
of  presidential  candidate. 
Certainly  having  an  African 
American  president  or  a  fe- 
male vice  president  would 
be  a  drastic  divergence  from 
what  the  country  has  seen  in 
the  past.  The  obvious  failure 
of  the  Bush  administration 
has  been  a  significant  con- 
tributing factor  the  revival 
of  interest  in  the  election. 


Students  and  democracy:  How  is  WNEC  voting? 


In  the  Election  of 
2000  the  U.S.  Census  Bu- 
reau reported  that  turnout 
among  voters  between  the 
ages  of  1 8  and  24  registered 
to  vote  was  a  mere  32%,  the 
lowest  percentage  of  voter 
turnout  among  age  groups 
upwards  to  75.  The  percent- 
age of  young  voters  who 
turned  out  to  vote  in  the  pri- 
maries rose  considerably  in 
over  1 5  states.  It  doubled 
in  Massachusetts,  tripled  in 
Georgia,  Iowa,  Missouri, 
and  Texas  and  quadrupled 
in  Tennessee. 

Western  New  Eng- 
land College  is  no  exception 
to  the  wave  of  interest  in  the 
election  that  has  taken  over. 
Organizations  are  springing 
up  around  campus  in  sup- 
port of  both  candidates  and 
their  numbers  are  increas- 
ing as  we  near  the  Elec- 
tion. Students  are  becoming 
more  opinionated  than  ever. 
So  who  is  WNEC  voting 
for  and,  more  importantly, 
why? 

Statistically,  young- 
er voters  tend  to  lean  to- 
wards Obama.  With  regards 
to  how  WNEC  as  a  whole 
is  voting,  Michael  Melucci, 
President  of  Western  New 
England  College's  Young 
Democrats  Club  stated  that 
"the  campus  is  pretty  split" 
in  their  decision  on  who  to 


vote  for.  A  number  of  stu- 
dents who  are  registered 
democrats  have  voiced  their 
choice  for  Obama  due  to 
his  charismatic  nature,  his 
ability  to  "bring  everyone 
together,"  his  pro-regula- 
tion policies  and  his  plan 
to  start  gradually  moving 


practical  and  his  ability  to 
make  things  happen  is  sim- 
ply more  reliable  than  that 
of  Obama.  "He  is  a  man 
of  action,"  Jeremy  Furrer, 
chairman  of  Western  New 
England  College's  Republi- 
can Club  stated  when  asked 
why  McCain  was  the  better 


to.'!! 


Democrat  or  Republican?  What  will  students  choose  in 
november? 

Image:  htlp://vnvw.lexlually.org/lextuaUy/archives/images/sel3/ 
democral_and_republican_symbols.jpg 


combat  troops  out  of  Iraq. 
The  recognition  of  Obama 
as  a  "People's  president" 
strengthens  his  appeal  and 
the  vast  amount  of  young 
voters  that  support  him. 


candidate  for  the  job.  Diana 
Luong,  secretary  of  the  club 
agreed  stating  that,  although 
she  is  a  moderate  (not  affili- 
ated with  any  particular  par- 
ty), McCain's  veteran  status 


Those  in  favor  of  and  experience  added  to  his 
McCain  have  stated  that    appeal  as  President, 
his  economic  policies  are  To  add  to  the  in- 


crease in  voting  among 
the  student  population,  last 
week  both  parties  on  cam- 
pus made  it  easier  than  ever 
for  WNEC  students  to  vote 
in  the  upcoming  election  by 
establishing  "voting  assis- 
tant" tables  in  the  campus 
center.  Here,  students  were 
able  to  fill  out  registration 
forms  for  their  home  states 
and  at  the  same  time  fill  out 
absentee  ballot  applications 
for  their  respective  states. 
The  club  members  took 
it  a  step  further  and  had 
stamped  envelopes  ready  as 
well  as  a  chart  of  the  mail- 
ing addresses  for  every  state 
in  New  England. 

Clearly,  the  elec- 
lion  of  2008  is  no  joke  for 
WNEC  students.  Of  those 
interviewed,  ail  were  regis- 
tered voters  or  were  plan- 
ning on  registering  before 
the  election.  In  addition, 
those  who  had  a  specific 
candidate  in  mind  were  con- 
fident in  their  decision  and 
had  a  thorough  understand- 
ing of  the  issues  surround- 
ing this  year's  presidential 
election.  In  light  of  the  ste- 
reotype of  the  young  voter 
being  the  "dog  that  never 
barked,"  WNEC  sUidents 
and  students  all  over  the  na- 
tion have  proven  that  young 
voters  are  a  force  to  be  reck- 
oned with. 


Global  Warming:  An  inconvenient  fallacy 


By  Canio  Carlucci 

Layout  Editor 

Something  that  peo- 
ple have  become  very  con- 
cerned with  over  the  past 
several  years  is  the  threat  of 
"global  warming";  which  is 
essentially  the  belief  that  we 
are  causing  our  atmosphere 
to  become  rapidly  warmer 
through  our  production  and 
release  of  greenhouse  gas- 
ses  such  as  carbon  dioxide 
and  CFCs. 

With  no  help  from 
people  such  as  Al  Gore, 
global  wanning  has  essen- 
tially become  accepted  as 
a  fact.  In  my  senior  year 
in  high  school  we  spent 
three  weeks  covering  it  in 
my  AP  Environmental  Sci- 
ence class.  This  is  when  I 
first  started  to  look  into  this 
so  called  "global  warming 
threat"  and  was  not  even 
close  to  convinced  that  it 


was  a  real  threat.  Obviously 
when  it  comes  to  mapping 
climate  changes  on  a  planet 
that  has  a  surface  area  of 
almost  200  billion  square 
miles,  different  equipment 
can  be  used  to  make  argu- 
ments for  both  sides.  With 
that  aside  there  are  many 
reasons  why  quite  simply  1 
think  that  global  warming  is 
a  joke. 

The  American  Pol- 
icy Roundtable  has  com- 
piled a  comprehensive  set 
of  arguments  against  global 
warming  which  I  have  found 
usefril  in  disproving  such 
environmental  fallacies. 

First  of  all  there  is 
no  denying  the  fact  that  our 
planet's  climate  is  constant- 
ly changing,  and  satellite 
temperature  readings  of  the 
earth's  surface  have  showed 
no  indication  that  our  planet 
is  getting  warmer  at  an  ab- 
normal rate  since  they  were 


put  into  use  23  years  ago. 
Satellite  readings  are  by  far 
the  most  accurate  means  of 
measuring  the  earth's  tem- 


Don '  worry,  our  beauti- 
ful planet  may  not  be  in  as 
much  trouble  as  you  think. 

Image:  www.google.com 

perature,  land  based  temper- 
ature measurements  being 
unable  to  show  a  warming 
trend  but  they  do  not  map 
the  entire  globe  and  are  fre- 
quently affected  by  human 
error. 

Another  issue  with 


the  global  warming  theory 
is  that  the  computer  models 
used  to  predict  global  warm- 
ing trends  are  far  too  simple 
to  actually  prove  anything 
and  often  use  incorrect  data. 
Richard  A.  Kerr,  a  Science 
Magazine  journalist  stated 
"climate  modelers  have 
been  'cheating'  for  so  long 
it's  almost  become  respect- 
able." Kerr  is  backed  up  by 
17,000  other  scientists  that 
have  signed  a  petition  say- 
ing that  there  is  no  sufficient 
evidence  to  show  that  glob- 
al warming  is  either  real  or 
a  threat. 

Lastly  the  United 
Nations'  IPCC  (Internal 
Panel  on  Climate  Change) 
has  never  been  able  to  pro- 
duce a  report  saying  that  hu- 
man green  house  gas  emis- 
sions are  a  definitive  cause 
of  global  warming.  In  fact, 
to  my  knowledge,  there  has 
never  been  a  report  pro- 


duced by  anybody  that  has 
been  able  to  definitively 
prove  global  warming  to  re- 
ally be  a  truth:  to  this  day  it 
remains  a  theory. 

Now  just  because 
I  personally  believe  that 
global  warming  is  far  from 
a  truth  does  not  mean  that 
I  don't  care  about  the  envi- 
ronment, you  will  never  see 
me  litter  and  1  do  believe 
that  pollution  has  a  negative 
impact  on  society.  A  lot  of 
people  have  called  me  igno- 
rant for  refusing  to  believe 
in  global  warming,  but  there 
is  no  scientific  truth  and  it  is 
politicians  that  are  the  ones 
spreading  "facts"  about  it. 
This  does  not  change  the 
fact  that  they  are  politicians 
and  NOT  scientists. 

Sources:    The  American 
Policy  Roxmdiable:  hUp:/Avww. 
aproundlable.  org/tps30in/o/glo- 
halwarmup.himl 
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PUZZLES 


ACROSS 

1  Meadow 
j  4  Penicillin 
provider 
;  8  Japheth's 
I  dad 
i12  Bobby  of 
I  hockey 

13  Duel  tool 

14  Grooving  on 

15  Mixed  drink 
'17  Start  a 

'  garden 

18  Source 

19  Priornight 

21  Speck 

22  Take  in, 
;  maybe 
26  Esteem 

29  Examine 
critically 

30  Sapporo 
sash 

31  Quite  some 
time 

32  Kennedy  or 
Koppel 

33  Navy  jail 

34  Savings  plan 
acronym 

35  "Simpsons" 
i  network 

36  Borscht 
needs 

37  Sell  in  small 
quantities 

39  Lummox 

40  —  and  outs 

41  Nike  symbol 
45  Missing 

48  Drive  too 
close 


King  Crossword 


GO   FIGURE!  by  Unda  Thistle 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  btanl<  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  *  * 


*  Moderate  *  *  Difficult 
♦  ♦*  GO  FIGURE! 
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Sudoku  2 


50  Grand  story 

memento 

28 

Tidy 

51  Curved 

7 

Taken  out  of 

29 

Irritate 

molding 

context? 

32 

"War  and 

52  Rocky  peak 

8 

Japanese- 

Peace" 

53  Draw  with  a 

Americans 

author 

laser 

9 

Indivisible 

33 

Confuse 

54  Play  area 

10 

Corroded 

35 

Shark  part 

55  Hot  tub 

11 

Scuttle 

36 

Wept  loudly 

16 

Praise 

38 

Eighth  letter 

DOWN 

20 

Cistern 

39 

Wicker  willow 

1  Places 

23 

Traditional 

42 

Feedbag  fill 

2  Piccadilly 

tales 

43 

Call  a  halt  to 

statue 

24 

Final  notice 

44 

Mrs.  Zeus 

3  Curved  lines 

25  Cheats,  a  la 

45 

Shelter 

4  Shower 

"Quiz  Show" 

46 

Make  up 

participant? 

26  "Aquarius" 

your  mind 

5  Dizzying 

musical 

47 

" —  semper 

designs 

27 

Shrek,  for 

tyrannis" 

6  Mainlander's 

one 

49 

Khan  title 

O  Hm  Kiuf  Fcaliin;>  Synd..  Inc. 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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PlacQ  B  nufnbor  in  tt>e  amptv  bi 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  • 


Visit 

Jackchenre»taunint.coin 
For  all  menus. 


JACK  CHEN 

em 

n 


There  are  ihe  6  Rolls  you  can 
choose  from: 


B  1 .  California  Roll  { css,) 
B?  Shrimp  Tempura  Roll  (5  ofii) 
B3  Spicy  Salmon  RoQ  i6  uSSD 
Spicy  While  Tuna  Roll  (6 


Spicy  T\ma  Roll  i  s£i) 
Spicy  YeUowtail  RoU  i6  c^i) 


OPEN  7  DAYS 

Monday-Tliursday:  I I:00am-I0:30pm 
Friday  &  Sauiday:  I l:00am-l  1 :30pin 
Sunday:  12:00  noon-10:00pm 
Closed  on  Holidays 


Japanese  &  Chinese  Restaurant 
Asian  &  Vegetarian  Cuisine 
1 193  Sumnei  Ave.  Springfield,  MA  01 118 

Fast  Delivery 

(ChugcS2.00)(Min.  tIS) 


Tel. 


(413)  782-5858 
(413)  782-6868 


(Credit  Cards  Accepted) 


□QQ  □□□□  aBBB 
□QD  E1E1C3Q  SDQE] 
□□□QEiaDD  □□□□ 
GJBQQQO  BOD 

□  □Q  aODQElD 

DODiD  ana  aama 

QOaa  EIEIQE]  □□bI 

aoBa  BDBD  Donl 
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SPORTS 


^VlCATHLETICSl 
RECORDS 


Football: 

Wins:  0 
Losses:  4 
Draws:  0 

Men's  Soccer: 

Wins:  8 
Losses:  1 
Draws:  2 

Women's  Soccer; 

Wins:  3 
Losses:  8 
Draws:  0 

Field  Hockey: 

Wins:  1 
Losses:  9 
Draws:  0 


2008-2009  NHL  Prtedictions 


By  Chris  Townsend 

Staff  m-iler 

Now  that  the  NHL 
season  has  ahnost  hit  North 
America  (a  few  regular- 
season  games  have  already 
been  played  in  Europe),  it's 
time  to  make  predictions 
about  who  will  be  hoisting 
Lord  Stanley's  Cup  next 
June.  Let's  start  with  the 
wirmers  of  each  division: 

Atlantic  -  Pittsburgh 
Penguins 

The  Penguins  made 
it  ail  the  way  to  the  Stanley 
Cup  Finals  last  season,  and 
had  they  played  any  team 
other  than  Detroit,  they  verj' 
well  may  have  been  the  team 
raising  a  championship  ban- 
ner. Although  Marian  Hos- 
sa,  Ryan  Malone,  and  others 
have  lefl  the  team,  Sidney 
Crosby  and  Evgeni  Mal- 
kin  are  positioned  to  win 
the  division  for  the  second 
straight  season. 

Northeast  -  Montreal 
Canadiens 

The  Canadiens  expe- 
rienced a  disappointing  exit 
from  last  season's  playoffs, 
but  now  that  young  goalten- 
der  Carey  Price  is  more  ex- 
perienced, the  Habs  should 
be  able  to  take  the  division 
easily.  Although  Michael 
Ryder  departed  for  Boston 
over  the  off-season,  enforc- 
ers Georges  Laraque  and 
Mike  Komisarek  will  strike 
fear  in  their  opponents,  and 
undoubtedly  make  it  diffi- 


Townsend's  Atlantic  Pick:  The  Pittsburgh  Penguins. 
Image:  www.wikimedia.com 

cult  for  opponents  to  get  to 
Price,  let  alone  get  the  puck 
past  him. 

Southeast  -  Carolina 
Hurricanes 

The  'Canes  came 
within  one  victory  of  clinch- 
ing the  division  last  season, 
and  were  instead  left  out 
of  the  playoffs  entirely.  Al- 
though Alex  Ovechkin  of 
the  division  rival,  Wash- 
ington Capitals,  is  likely  to 
go  on  another  goal-scoring 
rampage,  the  disappoint- 
ment of  last  season  will  un- 
doubtedly be  pushing  the 
Hurricanes  toward  redemp- 
tion. 

Central  -  Detroit  Red 


Wings 

This  is  no  a  no- 
brainer  Virtually  everyone 
from  last  season's  Stanley 
Cup  champions  is  back  this 
season,  and  the  addition 
of  Marian  Hossa  will  only 
make  them  better  It  will 
take  nothing  short  of  a  mir- 
acle for  anyone  to  overtake 
the  Red  Wings  in  the  Cen- 
tral. 

Northwest  -  Colorado 
Avalanche 

This  division  is  defi- 
nitely up  for  grabs,  but  I'm 
going  with  Colorado,  more 
out  of  wishful  thinking 
than  anything  else.  After 
the  monumental  collapse  of 


goalie  Jose  Theodore  during 
last  year's  post-season,  you 
have  to  feel  bad  for  a  team 
that  did  so  well  otherwise. 
Plus,  it  would  be  great  to 
see  Joe  Sakic  call  it  a  career 
on  his  own  terms,  and  go 
out  on  top. 

Pacific  -  San  Jose 
Sharks 

The  Sharks  are  one 
of  the  most  talented  teams 
in  the  league.  Although  they 
don't  get  the  credit  they  de- 
serve because  they  always 
falter  in  the  playoffs,  there 
should  be  no  problem  for 
Joe  Thornton  and  company 
to  win  back-to-back  divi- 
sion titles. 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


FOOTBALL 

FIELD  HOCKEY 

10/11 

Sat 

University  of  Mas.sachusctts,  Dartmouth  c 

1:00  PM 

10/09 

Thu 

Amherst  College 

7:00  PiM 

10/ IS 

Sal 

Massachusclls  Inslilulc  of  Technology  c 

2:00  I'M 

lO/l  1 

Sat 

C'lordon  College  c 

11:110  AM 

10/25 

Sat 

lilndicutt  College  c 

1:00  PM 

10/16 

Thu 

Smith  College 

7:00  PM 

11/01 

Sat 

Sal\e  Kegina  Univci  sity  c 

1:00  PM 

10/ IS 

Sal 

Anna  Maria  College  c 

Noon 

11/08 

Sal 

Nichols  College  c 

1  :IIO  PM 

10/19 

Sun 

Castleton  State  College 

1:00  P.M 

10/:.^ 

Thu 

Bahson  College 

6:00  I'M 

10/25 

Sat 

New  Knglaiid  College  c 

6:00  PM 

10/2S 

lue 

Nichols  College  c 

4:00  PM 

MEN'S  SOCCER 

WOMEN'S  SOCCER 

10/08 

Wci.1 

C  olb\  -Saw  ser  College  e 

10  117 

llie 

tolby-S;n\\erCollegee 

3:30  PM 

10/1  1 

Sal 

Roger  Williams  Uiiiversii)  e 

,^:00  PM 

10  1  1 

Sal 

Roger  W  illiams  Uni\ersit\  e 

12:30  PM 

10/U 

luc 

Sahe  Regina  linivcrsilj  c 

4:00  PM 

10  1? 

Weil 

Sake  Regina  Lhiiversiiy  e 

4:110  PM 

KIMS 

SmI 

Regis  College  e 

2:.iO  PM 

10  IS 

S,u 

Regis  College  e 

Noon 

10/19 

Sun 

Kceiie  Sliite  College 

6:00  PM 

10/21 

Tmc 

New  England  College  c 

4:00  P.M 

10/22 

Wed 

New  I'jiglaiul  College  c 

4:00  PM 

10 

Ihu 

Western  Coiineclieul  Suiie  lini\ersil\ 

7:00  PM 
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Midnight  Madness  2008  -  Just  a  few  short  weeks  away 


By  Brian  Baum 

Staff  Writer 

Freshman,  Sopho- 
mores, Juniors  and  Seniors 
are  ready  for  the  madness. 
The  ultimate  Clash  of  the 
Classes  will  take  place 
Friday  November  1^  with 
Western  New  England 
College's  annual  Midnight 
Madness  (MM)  event  that 
serves  as  the  introduction  to 
all  WNEC  winter  sports. 

"We've  tried  to 
make  this  Midnight  Mad- 
ness be  the  absolute  best 
one  imaginable.  There  are 
so  many  events  planned  that 
it's  going  to  be  non-stop  ac- 
tion and  entertainment  from 
the  moment  you  walk  into 
the  gym  until  the  night's 
over,"  said  co-chair  Brian 
Michaud. 

With  an  increased  bud- 
get capacity  this  year,  MM 
advisor  Maureen  Keizer  and 
co-chairs  Brian  Michaud 
and  Samantha  Bashaw  are 


Basketball  is  Just  one  of  the  spar 
image:  www.wnec.com 
promising  a  show  unlike 
ever  before.  Favorite  past 
events  such  as  "tug  of  war" 
and  the  "slam  dunk  contest" 
are  returning,  as  well  as  new 
events  such  as  "dodge  ball" 
and  "human  bowling"  being 
added  to  the  mix. 

"Different  organiza- 
tions on  campus  are  coming 
together  to  plan  Midnight 
Madness  this  year  and  I 


ts  Midnight  Madness  kicks  off. 


think  this  is  very  special  be- 
cause we  are  able  to  receive 
many  suggestions  and  new 
ideas  to  make  this  a  better 
event  for  all  students,"  said 
co-chair  Samantha  Bashaw. 

Dr.  Sharianne  Walker, 
Professor  of  Sport  Manage- 
ment of  the  School  of  Busi- 
ness, has  handled  this  event 
for  the  past  1 0  years  incor- 
porating it  into  her  Sport 


Facility  Planning  and  Man- 
agement class.  Last  year  was 
her  1 0"**  and  final  year,  thus 
leaving  this  event  open  to  be 
chaired.  In  order  to  continue 
this  popular  student  tradi- 
tion. Samantha  Bashaw  and 
Brian  Michaud  heroically 
took  on  the  responsibility 
of  handling  preparation  for 
MM  2008  and  are  funding 
it  primarily  through  Student 
Senate. 

Past  MM's  have  all 
been  successes  and  that 
trend  is  set  to  continue, 
however,  this  years  MM  is 
said  to  be  even  more  spe- 
cial. The  theme  of  MM  is 
a  pep  rally  to  all  WNEC 
winter  sports,  however,  co- 
chairs  Michaud  and  Bashaw 
want  the  focal  point  of  the 
night  to  be  the  "clash  of  the 
classes." 

"We  feel  that  this  is 
what  really  draws  students 
to  the  event:  the  idea  that 
it's  all  different  students 

Continued  on  page  3. 


By  Katie  Guerra 

Staf  Writer 

Springfield  -  Rumors 
abound  about  cafeteria  food 
-  what's  in  it,  is  it  safe, 
how  "special"  is  the  "spe- 
cial tuna  salad"  -  while  the 
quantity  of  rumors  is  never 
in  question,  the  honesty  of 
such  comments  often  is. 
A  web  search  of  "food  ru- 
mors" returns  over  8  million 
results  from  a  diverse  array 
of  sources  including  the 
New  York  Times  and  Rem- 
nant Fellowship,  a  Christian 
cult. 

At  WNEC.  most  stu- 
dents have  heard  rumors 
about  chemical-laden  chick- 
en and  vegetables  doctored 
with  laxatives.  While  such 
rumors  are  common-place 
they  have  the  power  to  put 
some  students'  off  their  ap- 
petites. 

Last  year,  said  sopho- 
more Katie  Slepecki.  "I  was 
really  scared  to  eat  the  meat 
here  because  of  the  nimors  I 
had  heard  previous  to  com- 


What  is  really  cooking  in  the  cafeteria? 


ing  to  college".  Her  room- 
mate, fellow  sophomore 
Kristen  Gagne,  explained 
that  she  too  had  heard  ru- 
mors about  campus  food. 
"I'd  heard  that  campus  food 
isn't  real,  that  they  don't  use 
real  meat",  said  Kristen. 

There  isn't  anything 
wrong  with  the  chickens  or 
any  of  the  other  meats  in- 
sists James  Currier,  director 
of  dining  services  at  WNEC. 
All  of  Aramark's  meat 
products  come  from  Sysco 
Industries,  a  national  food 
supplier  located  in  Houston 
Texas,  who  purchases  the 
chicken  from  national  com- 
panies like  Purdue. 

Far  from  arriving  in  a 
chemical  soup,  each  chick- 
en comes  freshly  packed  in 
a  cellophane  wrapper.  Water 
is  run  over  the  chickens  to 
clean  off  cartilage,  bone  and 
blood.  This  is  unavoidable 
-  "No  matter  how  well  it  is 
produced,  the  chicken  was  a 
living  animal  so  you're  go- 
ing to  have  some  water  and 
blood"  explained  Currier. 


Because  the  RFOC 
doesn't  have  a  lot  of  storage 
space,  food  that  is  received 
on  Monday  morning  is  gone 
by  Tuesday  night.  "Whatev- 
er goes  in  the  door  goes  out 
for  lunch  or  dinner,  or  lunch 
and  dinner"  said  Currier, 
and  helps  to  feed  the  2,400 
people  the  RFOC  serves 
daily. 

Due  to  the  volume  of 
food  and  the  speed  with 
which  it  is  produced  and 
eaten,  spoilage  is  unlikely. 
He  chuckled  at  the  notion 
that  Aramark  doctored  out- 
dated produce  with  laxatives 
but  acknowledged  that  such 
rumors  were  to  be  expected 
on  college  campuses.  "It's  a 
ridiculous  claim  but  when  I 
was  in  college  we  said  the 
same  things  and  it's  so  not 
true". 

To  prevent  spoil- 
age. Currier  follows  FIFO 
or  first-in-firsl-out:  those 
foods  that  are  served  first 
are  the  first  to  be  removed  if 
they  are  uneaten.  Employ- 
ees "maintain  proper  tem- 


perature controls  and  keep 
records  on  everything"  said 
Currier.  Food  is  time  temped 
to  ensure  that  it  remains  in 
the  safe-zone  of  38-42  de- 
grees Fahrenheit. 

At  the  end  of  the  day, 
food  that  has  been  in  contact 
with  customers  is  thrown 
out.  As  such,  the  cafeteria 
discards  a  huge  amount  of 
French  fries,  chicken  nug- 
gets, pizza  and  left  over 
vegetables.  Unused  but  oth- 
erwise clean  food  may  be 
made  into  soups.  This  in- 
cludes cooked  meats,  such 
as  carved  beef,  which  can 
be  made  into  beef  stew. 

"These  types  of  ef- 
ficiencies", said  Currier, 
"help  control  costs  and  keep 
prices  down".  Because  of 
the  cost  associated  with 
food  waste,  employees  are 
encouraged  to  cook  as  much 
to  order  as  possible. 

Recently,  Aramark  has 
had  a  series  of  complaints, 
ranging  from  unclean  food 

Continued  on  page  3. 
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Interested  in  Writing? 

The  Westerner  is  al- 
ways looking  for  writers, 
whether  you  are  an  ac- 
complished journalist  or 
just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  8:00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  in  Rivers  105, 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner,  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


By  Thomas  Kantner 

Staff  Writer 

On  October  IS*  WNEC 
hosted  a  speaker  on  how  to 
live  smart  with  roommates 
and  peers.  Lizzie  Post, 
a  self-proclaimed  room- 
mate expert,  delivered  an 
eye-opening  workshop  on 
Wednesday    dealing  with 


Lizzie  Post  on  roommate  etiquette 


how  to  better  deal  with  awk- 
ward situations  with  room- 
mates and  neighbors.  Post's 
point  boils  down  to  using 
proper  etiquette.  Etiquette  is 
defined  by  Post  as  a  system 
in  which  one  is  consider- 
ate, respectful  and  honest  to 
their  peers  and  roommates. 
Good  etiquette  is  the  key  to 
happiness  when  living  with 


(left)  Alison  Castellano  -  Area  Coordinator  (right)  Lizzie  Post 
Image:  Thomas  Kanlner 


another  person  and  can  be 
acquired  using  the  three  C's 
when  disagreements  arise: 
communication,  compro- 
mise, and  commitment. 

Lizzie  Post  stated,  "eti- 
quette is  for  the  everyday. 
Treating  people  well  and 
making  smart  decisions  is 
the  key  to  happiness."  Basi- 
cally, being  considerate  on 
a  daily  basis  for  each  other 
will  result  in  healthier  and 
happier  interactions.  Taylor 
Checchia,  a  freshman  here 
at  Western  New  England 
College,  stated,  "[the  semi- 
nar] helped  because  it  pre- 
pares you  for  the  future  in 
a  way  to  handle  things  in  a 
smarter  way." 

The  recent  publication 
of  her  book  titled  How  Do 
You  Work  This  Life  Thing?. 
is  Post's  latest  achievement. 
This  book  gives  more  in 
depth  advice  for  the  newly 
independent  and  self-suf- 
ficient on  roommates,  jobs, 
sex,  and  everything  else  that 


Lizzie  Post  event  poster 
Image:  Tfiomas  Kanlner 
counts.  The  book  is  avail- 
able at  any  local  bookstore. 

Alison  Castellano,  the 
area  coordinator  for  tra- 
ditional housing,  was  re- 
sponsible for  this  insightfiil 
guest  speaker.  Lizzie  Post 
was  part  of  an  installment 
into  the  BEAR  program. 
All  students  are  welcome 
to  these  events.  For  more 
information,  please  contact 
Castellano. 


Drug  house  busted  in  Springfield 


By  Laura  Wickson 

Staff  Writer 

On  Tuesday  October 
14th  a  local  Chicopee  man 
was  arrested  for  delivering 
over  two  thousand  bags  of 
Heroin  to  aSpringfield  apart- 
ment, not  far  from  Western 
New  England  College.  An- 
gel L.  Rivera,  age  38,  was 
charged  with  possession  in  a 
drug-free  school  zone.  Bail 


was  set  at  $25,000  cash  or 
$250,000  surety  by  Dis- 
trict Court  Judge  Jacques 
C.  Leroy  which  for  most  is 
a  large  sum  to  acquire.  The 
police  confiscated  close  to 
$10,000  worth  of  Heroin 
and  $2,000  in  cash  alone 
around  6:45  pm.  The  three- 
story  apartment  possessing 
the  substance  was  located 
off  of  Hampden  Street 
and  had  been  observed  for 


days  before  the  arrest  took 
place.  The  Springfield  po- 
lice labeled  the  apartment 
as  being  a  "heroin  factory" 
possessing  bags,  scales,  sift- 
ers, colored  rubber  bands, 
and  a  logo  stamp.  After 
questioning  a  freshman  at 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege, a  feeling  of  fear  could 
definitely  be  felt.  Having 
only  been  on  campus  for  a 
month  and  a  half,  this  young 


woman  claimed  that  the  city 
around  her  is  "intimidating" 
and  she  often  finds  herself 
staying  "inside  of  the  wel- 
come sign".  Incidents  such 
as  these  occurring  so  close 
to  our  campus  have  a  nega- 
tive effect  on  the  worries 
students  have  when  going 
out  on  late  nights. 


Visit 


For  Ml 


JACI<  CHEN 


There  are  the  6  RoUs  vou  can 
choose  ftom: 


RdH  (61K5.1 

C3.        Sateo*  Ridl  (6 
hi- St*y  Wkte  'I\aa  Ran  (6 

In;.  SIricy  1\u* Itoll  it^ca) 
iDi',  S^Cf  VcUovoa  Roll  (6  BBa> 


OPEN  7DArS 

Moada^niarailiy:  llMmi-I0;3a|im 
Fndiy  &  SnoRiiy:  llMnii-ll:30|!m 
Sundiy:  12.00  naaa-lOMfm 
CkBcdanHoIikys 


Japanese  &  Chinese  Restaurant 
Asian  &  Vegetarian  Cuisine 
1 193  Siumter  Ave.  Springfield,  MA  01 1 18 

Fast  Delivery 

(Ouise  tlM)  (Mis.  SIS) 

Tel.:  (413)  782-5858 
(413)  782-6868 

(Citdli  C^ids  Accepted) 
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Cafeteria  Continued, 
preparation  to  rodent  infes-    WNEC  students  have  noth- 


tation,  lodged  against  tlieir 
national  company.  Last 
April,  the  Boston  Globe 
reported  that  Aramark-run 
Fenway  Park  hotdog  vend- 
ers' failed  the  Department 
of  Public  Health's  (DPH) 
inspection.  The  inspector 
had  found  frozen  hotdogs 
thawing  in  stagnant  water 
and  rodent  droppings  under 
counters.  In  total  there  were 
15  violations  of  the  State 
Sanitary  Code. 

On  October  3,  George- 
town University  students 
were  wracked  with  panic 
after  an  outbreak  of  the  No- 
rovirus.  The  virus,  which 
causes  cramping,  fever, 
headaches  and  indigestion, 
is  spread  through  contami- 
nated food  and  drink.  While 
the  Aramark-run  dining  hall 
wasn't  implicated,  it  was 
shut  down  for  a  brief  pe- 
riod of  time  following  the 
outbreak  to  be  sanitized  and 
inspected. 

The  Georgetown  Voice 
reported  that  the  cafeteria 
had  previously  been  cited  by 
DPH  for  soiled  floors,  dirty 
cutting  boards  and  employ- 
ees preparing  food  without 
hairnets  on. 

According  to  Currier, 


ing  to  fear.  Georgetown's 
cafeteria  and  WNEC's  cam- 
pus cafe  may  be  operated 
by  the  same  company  but 
they  are  "definitely  separate 
entities... it  might  be  one 
Aramark,  but  it's  a  different 
world  over  there". 

And  while  a  viral-out- 
break like  the  Norovirus  is 
possible.  Currier  thinks  it 
is  unlikely;  explaining  that 
the  Norovirus  originates  in 
fecal  matter,  not  food,  and 
that  those  living  in  campus 
dormitories  would  be  at 
greater  risk  to  contract  such 
an  illness  due  to  "inade- 
quate hygiene".  Employees 
are  required  to  always  wear 
gloves  and  wash  hands  in 
between  wearing  gloves. 

Both  Kristen  Gagne 
and  Katie  Slepecki  insist 
that  they  "feel  safe  eat- 
ing the  food"  and  do  not 
"ever  question  the  safety" 
of  it.  Katie  acknowledges 
that  on  the  average  nights 
she  eats  at  RFOC,  the  food 
isn't  what  she  would  like. 
Admittedly  a  "picky-eater" 
she  also  explained  that  "one 
time  the  chicken  was  a  lit- 
tle pink  on  the  inside,  so  I 
didn't  eat  it". 


WNEC  offers  ILP  course  to  Guatemala 


By  Sara  Sullivan 

Staff  Writer 


An  interesting  and  ex- 
hilarating opportunity  to 
earn  an  Integrated  Liberal 
and  Professional  Course 
(ILP)  and  a  Learning  Be- 
yond the  Classroom  (LBC) 
this  summer  is  now  avail- 
able. Enjoy  the  adventure 
of  taking  a  trip  to  Guate- 
mala that  you  will  never 
forget  -  home  to  volcanoes, 
famous  archeological  ruins, 
the  Pacific,  and  the  Carib- 
bean. Even  better,  you  can 
participate  in  a  once  in  a 
lifetime  experience  by  help- 
ing local  villagers  obtain 
drinking  water  for  the  first 
time  in  their  lives.  A  student 
from  a  past  trip  has  stated 
that,  "It  was  one  of  the  best 
experiences  !  have  ever 
encountered  in  my  young 
adulthood...!  truly  believe 
that  this  experience  will 
help  me  to  become  a  better 
person..." 

The  course  for  ILP  235: 
Global  Sustain  ability  Man- 
agement will  meet  eight 
times  during  spring  semes- 
ter and  spend  twelve  days  in 
Guatemala.  There  are  eight 
meetings  during  spring  se- 


Whu  wouldnt  want  an  ILP/LBC  for  this. 
Image:  www.googte.com 


mester  to  get  to  know  each 
other  and  learn  about  inter- 
national economic  develop- 
ment and  Guatemalan  hosts. 
The  trip  leaves  the  Wednes- 
day after  finals  -  May  13th 
and  returns  Sunday,  May 

A  major  part  of  this 
course  will  include  "hands 
on"  learning,  making  it  eli- 
gible for  an  LBC  credit.  If 
you  cannot  take  this  as  an 
ILP  you  still  can  join  in 
by  receiving  an  LBC.  Our 
Guatemalan  hosts  have  led 
development  programs  for 
over  thirty  years  that  in- 
clude water  supply  projects, 
restoration  projects,  a  coffee 
cooperative,  schools,  and  a 


clinic.  Students  will  be  able 
to  choose  one  of  these  proj- 
ects upon  which  to  focus. 
You  do  not  want  to  miss  out 
on  this  experience.  Another 
student  from  last  summer 
wrote,  "It  made  me  appreci- 
ate my  life  in  a  whole  new 
way.  I  wish  more  people 
had  the  chance  ..." 

If  you  are  interested  in 
more  information  or  look- 
ing to  apply  there  are  flyers 
around  campus  or  contact 
Dr  Bruce  Clemens:  Office 
(413)782-1500;  Cell:  (413)- 
426-8206;  e-mail:  bclem- 
enstiff  wnec.edu  or  Dr.  Steve 
Northup:  Cell:  (413)222-5536; 
snprthrui'«"' wnec  .edu . 


Upcoming  CAB  Events:  October 

Friday  Oct.  24"'-Sunday  Oct.  26'":  Family  and  Friends  Weekend 
Sunday  Oct.  26"":  Trail  of  Terror  to  kick  of  Freak  Week 
Monday  Oct.  27"'-Saturday  Nov.  1":  Freak  Week 

(Keep  reading  to  get  more  details  on  these  and  future  events) 


Campus  Aclivilies  Goord 

IVcstcrn  fJei^  England  College 


Midnight  Madness  Continued. 
from  their  class  competing    at  8:00pm^  Special  MM 


against  students  from  differ- 
ent classes  to  more  or  less 
see  who  the  "best"  is.  So 
this  Midnight  Madness  will 
still  contain  the  same  ideas 
as  all  the  past  ones  but  this 
year  we  are  just  shifting  the 
focus  a  bit,"  states  co-chair 
Brian  Michaud. 

Doors  open  at  7:30pm 
and  MM  officially  begins 


T-shirts,  food  vouchers, 
and  a  raffle  prize  ticket  are 
given  to  those  students  who 
bring  a  minimum  $5  dona- 
tion to  the  event.  All  money 
raised  at  MM  is  going  to  the 
American  Cancer  Society. 
Students  are  intrigued  to 
come  join  in  the  fun  and  ex- 
perience what  is  anticipated 
to  be  best  MM  ever 


f  PUBLIC  SAFE'lT  BLOTTER  » 


October  S:  Officers  re- 
spond to  the  Campus  Center  to 
assist  with  a  student  who  feint- 
ed while  waiting  in  line.  The 
woman  is  transported  to  health 
services  for  evaluation.. 

October  JO:  Oflficers  ob- 
serve a  vehicle  traveling  at  an 
unsafe  speed  behind  LaRivicre. 
Officers  catch  the  car  and  stop  it 
on  Wilbraham  Road.  The  driver 
is  under  21  tranporling  alcohol, 
and  is  given  field  sobriety  tests. 
The  driver  is  cited  for  speed, 
minor  transporting  alcohol  and 
having  an  open  container,  and  is 
released.  A  i:riniinal  cnmplaiiil 
can  Hl-  sought  in  District  Courl, 


October  10:  A  lost  wallet 
is  turned  in  to  Campus  Police.  A 
false  ID  is  found  in  the  wallet, 
and  the  owner  is  contacted.  The 
fake  ID  will  be  turned  in  to  the 
Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles,  and 
the  owner  may  lose  her  license 
for  six  months. 

October  IS:  WNEC  Police 
are  informed  of  an  unsanctioned 
seminar  in  Herman  Hall.  Offi- 
cers respond  and  speak  with  the 
person  holding  the  seminar.  He 
is  informed  of  the  schools  poli- 
cies, and  in  trespassed  from  the 
college. 

Ovtoher  16:  Officiirs  are  rc- 

ijuosied  io  jssist  Residence  Life 


in  Windham  Hall  for  a  drug  vio- 
lation. Officers  respond,  and  find 
marijuana  and  a  pipe  in  a  room. 
The  drugs  and  pipe  are  confis- 
cated and  lagged  as  evidence.  A 
criminal  complaint  can  be  sought 
in  District  Court. 

October  17:  Officers  are 
called  to  LaRiviere  Hall  for  an  al- 
cohol confiscation.  A  non-student 
is  found  with  a  bottle  of  tequila, 
which  is  confiscated.  The  man's 
host  is  located,  and  advised  that 
he  is  responsible  for  his  guests. 
A  CV  form  is  issued  and  a  report 
is  completed.  The  tequila  is  de- 
stroyed. 

October  IN:  Springlield 


Police  Officers  see  a  car  driv- 
ing at  a  high  rate  of  speed  down 
Wilbraham  Road  with  a  tront  tire 
missing.  TTie  car  turns  into  Gate- 
way Village,  and  the  Springfield 
Police  follow.  The  car  is  stopped 
on  Gateway  drive,  and  the  occu- 
pants are  placed  under  arresi. 

Ocfober  18:  An  Ofiicer 
on  patrol  observes  a  car  driving 
near  Evergreen  with  no  lights  on. 
The  car  is  stopped,  and  the  ofii- 
cer suspects  the  driver  has  been 
drinking.  The  driver  takes  field 
sobriety  tests,  and  is  arrested  for 
operating  under  the  influence  of 
alcohol.  He  is  then  transported  to 
Ihc  Springfield  Police  Station  for 


Crime  Prevention  TiD.s: 

We  have  had  several  bikes 
stolen  since  the  beginning  of  the 
semester,  most  of  which  have  been 
left  unattended  and  unlocked.  If 
you  have  a  bike,  lock  it  up!  E 
if  you  are  only  going  to  be  gone  for 
only  a  few  minutes.  It  only  takes  a 
couple  of  seconds  to  lake  the  bike 
and  ride  away. 

Keep  car  doors  and  room 
doors  locked  all  the  time,  even 
when  you  are  in  your  car  or  room. 
And  don't  leave  valuables  out  in 
the  open!  We  have  taken  several 
reports  of  valuables  (laptops,  Ipods. 
ctc.imissini;  trrim  rwimsaiid  car;  in 
die  last  c<iuplc  of  weeks 


H'li'it'.  wnecedit/dps 


Officer  Bernie  Su  George;  iV^F-C  PD 
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Presidential  debates:  A  clear  champion  but  little  answers 


By  Mike  Murray 

Edi/or 


The  last  of  the  presi- 
dential debates  took  place 
this  past  Wednesday  Oct. 
1 5'^  Commentators  and 
audiences  have  been  disap- 
pointed with  the  candidates 
for  their  inability  to  answer 
tough  questions  and  speak 
critically  of  each  other.  The 
debates  have  covered  issues 
such  as  health  care,  Iraq,  Af- 
ghanistan, tax  policies  and 
have  extensively  reviewed 
the  two  candidates  plans  to 
help  the  economy  recover 
from  this  past  month's  eco- 
nomic crisis. 

The  second  debate 
took  place  at  Belmont  Uni- 
versi^  in  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see. Instead  of  basic  podium 
style  debate,  this  was  set  up 
town  hall  style  in  which 
citizens  were  allowed  to 
ask  the  candidates  questions 
along  with  the  moderator. 
The  topics  stuck  primarily 
to  the  War  in  Iraq,  how  the 
candidates  will  prioritize  in 
reaction  to  the  financial  cri- 
sis and  health  care.  Obama 
continued  with  his  well- 
structured  answers  and  firm 
arguments,  while  McCain 
was  strong  and  direct.  Mc- 
Cain constantly  referred  to 
his  "record",  citing  his  ex- 
perience as  precedent  for 
his  potential  fiature  endeav- 
ors as  president  and  Obama 
stuck  to  his  strong  rhetoric 
and  "No  more  Bush"  plea, 
calling  for  a  change  in  a 
conservative  administration 
that  hasn't  worked  or  served 
the  people.  On  internal  af- 
fairs Obama  was  precise 
and  able  to  answer  his  ques- 
tions with  unwavering  ac- 
curacy, taking  pride  in  such 


ftiture  initiatives  as  univer- 
sal health  care,  tax  cuts  for 
anyone  with  a  yearly  in- 
come under  $250,000  and 
a  plan  to  assist  and  employ 
more  American's. 

McCain  dominated  for- 
eign affairs,  not  only  draw- 
ing on  his  extensive  history 
of  military  decisions  but  also 
answering  each  question 
honestly  and  plainly,  outlin- 
ing specifically  his  plans  for 


to  help  solve  the  economic 
crisis-  have  the  government 
buy  up  all  citizen's  bad 
mortgage's,  an  exorbitant 
spending  expedition  during 
America's  dire  real  estate 
and  financial  crisis-  leav- 
ing the  question  as  to  where 
the  money  for  such  a  plan 
would  come  from  and  how 
exactly  it  would  be  execut- 
ed. This  is  very  different 
from  McCain's  past  stances. 


that  when  America's  energy 
problem 's  are  solved  there 
will  be  more  government 
revenue  to  support  health 
care  and  Social  Security/ 
Medicare. 

The  third  debate,  out- 
side of  its  structure,  saw 
little  change.  This  exchange 
was  done  at  a  table  face-to- 
face,  forcing  the  candidates 
to  talk  directly  to  each  other 
on  the  topics.  McCain  cited 


McCain  (left)  and  Obama  (right)...  We  enjoyed  their  debates  now  its  time  to  vote. 

Image:  www.google.com 


winning  and  exiting  Iraq, 
and,  in  an  improvisation, 
clearly  answering  a  ques- 
tion from  a  current  Ameri- 
can soldier  on  American 
policy  in  Israel,  a  question 
Obama  blatantly  stumbled 
on.  It  was  obvious  McCain 
had,  not  only  more  experi- 
ence, but  more  knowledge 
about  America's  interaction 
with  foreign  countries  and 
what  needs  to  be  done  mili- 
tarily in  order  to  preserve 
peace  and  stability  while 
also  keeping  a  sound  finan- 
cial head. 

However,  Obama  took 
the  night  when  McCain  in- 
troduced a  new  proposal 


which  tends  to  be  more  fi- 
nancially conservative  and 
rely  on  the  people  to  help 
themselves  through  slight 
governmental  assistance. 
McCain  is  known  for  taking 
a  posifion  and  sticking  firm- 
ly with  it  so  this  placation 
was  unforeseen  and  widely 
denounced.  His  other  tragic 
flaw  was  an  unclear  answer 
when  asked  to  prioritize 
health  care,  energy  and  So- 
cial Security/Medicare.  Mc- 
Cain stated  "I  think  you  can 
work  on  all  three  at  once. . ." 
while  Obama  clearly  out- 
lined his  order  to  be  energy, 
health  care  and  Social  Se- 
curity/Medicare, arguing 


the  now  infamous  "Joe  the 
plumber"  story  in  which 
Joe  told  Obama  that  he 
wouldn't  be  able  to  buy  the 
business  he'd  been  working 
for  his  whole  life  because 
he  is  making  more  than 
$250,000  a  year  and,  with 
Obama's  tax,  couldn't  af- 
ford it.  McCain  paraphrased 
Obama's  response  as  saying 
that  he  was  just  'spreading 
the  wealth'.  Despite  this 
attack,  Obama  rebutted  by 
clarifying  that  what  he  told 
Joe  was  "what  I  essentially 
said  to  him  was,  "Five  years 
ago,  when  you  were  in  a  po- 
sition to  buy  your  business, 
you  needed  a  tax  cut  then." 


",  dropping  the  "Joe  issue". 
There  was  also  a  drawn  out 
dispute  over  the  cleanliness 
oftheir  campaigns,  speaking 
about  the  recent  slanderous 
TV  commercial's  released 
by  both  parties.  More  im- 
portantly though,  the  topic 
of  what  programs  would  be 
cut  due  to  the  financial  crisis 
was  once  again  brought  up 
and  once  again,  audiences 
and  commentators  were  dis- 
appointed to  hear  both  can- 
didates stumbling  with  their 
rhetoric  and  not  answer- 
ing the  question.  This  de- 
bate was  significantly  more 
pointed,  asking  them  how 
they,  with  their  respective 
platforms,  plan  on  spending 
so  much  in  a  financial  dow^ 
turn.  Their  answers  were 
both  vague  and  unclear, 
leaving,  overall,  little  to  be 
gained  from  their  last  round 
of  questioning. 

As  a  whole  it  has  been 
concluded  that  Obama  was 
the  overall  "winner"  of  the 
debates.  Due  to  his  legal 
background  he  was  able  to 
not  only  defend  his  argu- 
ments but  also  construct  a 
logical,  intelligent  response, 
supporting  fully  what  he 
had  to  say.  Many  people 
were  disappointed  with  Mc- 
Cain, calling  for  him  to  "be 
McCain"  meaning  for  him 
to  be  much  more  pointed 
and  on  the  ofiensive.  He  is 
known  for  being  honest,  di- 
rect, moderate  and  specific- 
much  of  what  makes  up  his 
appeal  to  his  supporters,  un- 
fortunately these  strong  vir- 
tues were  not  able  to  ftilly 
shine  through  in  the  murky 
arena  of  debate,  leaving  him 
under-represented  and  trail- 
ing in  poles. 


^    iTunes  Top  Fives  ^ 

Top  5  Songs: 

1.  Fearless  -  Taylor  Swift 

2.  Womanizer  -  Britney  Spears 

3.  Live  Your  Life  -  T.I.  (feat.  Riharma) 

4.  So  What-P!nk 

5.  Hot  N  Cold -Katy  Perry 

Writer's  Song  Pick:  Green  Light  -  John 
Legend  (feat.  Andre  3000) 

'i*..^,-*.^               Top  5  Albums: 

^■^^^^         1 .  Gossip  In  The  Grain  -  Ray  LaMontagne 
»mj  2.  Lucky  Old  Sun  -  Kenny  Chesney 
Pr^Df/Y  2^  3 .  Be  OK  -  Ingrid  Michaelson 
K^^EmT  JM  4.  Paper  Trail -TI. 

^'  I'^rf^t^t  Symmetry  -  Keane 

Itunes  UI  Album:  Gossip     „,  .     ,    ,„       „.  ,    „        ,.  r^i 
/«  The  Grain          Robfn  fhicke"'         Something  Else  - 
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Red  Sox  youngster  inspires  post  season  push 


By  Jon  Casey 

Staff  Writer 


As  the  leaves  have  be- 
gun to  change  color,  and  ail 
the  thoughts  of  summer  have 
begun  to  fade,  the  calendar 
has  turned  from  September 
to  October,  which  means 
that  it's  time  for  playoff 
baseball.  The  playoffs  are 
the  most  exciting  time  of 
year  for  the  nation,  and  of 
course  by  the  "nation",  I  am 
talking  about  the  Red  Sox 
Nation.  The  local  nine  have 
been  nice  enough  to  bless 
the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land with  enjoying  October 
baseball  for  5  out  of  the  last 
6  years.  As  the  playoffs  be- 
gin we  can't  help  but  think 
about  the  past  year  of  base- 
ball in  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  the  storylines  that  have 
unfolded.  The  Red  Sox  have 
battled  through  a  year  of 
injuries,  clubhouse  distrac- 
tions, and  trying  to  catch  the 
first  place  Rays  (Yes,  "first 
place"  and  "Rays"  are  still 
hard  to  put  together  in  the 
same  sentence).  However, 
our  beloved  Red  Sox  have 
begun  another  postseason 
push  towards  the  World  Se- 
ries, in  large  part  because 
of  a  pair  of  youngsters  who 
have  played  beyond  expec- 
tations throughout  the  entire 
year.  Jon  Lester  and  Dustin 
Pedroia  are  two  of  the  Red 


Sox  young  guns  that  have 
provided  stability  through- 
out the  entire  2008  season. 
Both  have  helped  the  Red 
Sox  battle  through  adversity 
all  season,  however  both  are 
used  to  the  situation,  after 
battling  a  great  deal  of  ad- 
versity in  their  own  lives. 

August  27th,  2006, 
a  23  year-old  Jon  Lester 
awoke  expecting  to  start  a 
game  against  the  Oakland 
Athletics.  However  on  this 
day  Lester  awoke  with  a 
stiff  back,  nothing  out  of  the 
ordinary  for  a  professional 
athlete,  but  the  discomfort 
was  enough  to  scratch  him 
for  his  start.  The  next  morn- 
ing Lester  was  in  so  much 
pain  he  went  for  an  MRI, 
which  showed  he  had  en- 
larged lymph  nodes.  This 
is  when  doctors  did  further 
tests  and  it  was  determined 
that  Lester  had  Anaplastic 
large  cell  Lymphoma,  a  form 
of  cancer.  Lester  was  treat- 
ed for  the  cancer  and  in  the 
Spring  of  2007  he  reported 
to  the  Red  Sox  spring  train- 
ing facility  in  Fort  Myers, 
Florida  hoping  to  earn  back 
a  job  in  the  starting  rotation. 
Fast  forward  8  months  and 
Jon  Lester  is  standing  on  the 
pitcher's  mound  in  Colora- 
do fighting  something  other 
than  cancer-this  time  he  was 
fighting  the  Colorado  Rock- 
ies otTense.  Not  only  did 


Lester  win  the  battle  with 
cancer,  but  he  also  won 
Game  four  of  the  World  Se- 
ries, and  another  title  for  the 
Boston  Red  Sox. 

As  if  this  story  wasn't 
inspirational  enough,  this 
time  fast  forward  7  months 
to  May  16th  2008.  Jon  Les- 
ter is  on  the  mound  at  Fen- 


ing  the  18th  no  hitter  in  Red 
Sox  history.  One  year  after 
beating  cancer  Jon  Lester 
won  the  World  Series  for 
the  Red  Sox,  two  years  after 
he  threw  a  no  hitter,  now  it 
is  ambiguous  as  to  what's  in 
store  for  the  25  year-old  left 
bander. 

He's   too   short,  not 


Jun  Lester  at  the  peak  of  his  career 
Image:  www.google.com 


way  Park  pitching  against 
the  Kansas  City  Royals.  As 
the  game  moved  into  the  six, 
seventh,  and  eighth  inning, 
Fenway  Park  grew  more 
and  more  restless,  because 
Lester  was  still  not  allowed 
a  hit.  Lester  finished  the  job 
by  hurling  a  high  fastball  by 
Alberto  Callaspo  and  secur- 


strong  enough,  not  fast 
enough,  doesn't  throw  well, 
and  swings  too  hard.  These 
are  just  some  of  the  criti- 
cisms that  Dustin  Pedroia 
has  heard  for  his  entire  life. 
The  five-foot,  eight-inch 
tall  second  baseman  for  the 
Boston  Red  Sox  has  always 
heard  he  wasn't  going  to 


make  it.  He  didn't  have  the 
skills  or  talent  to  compete 
in  the  big  leagues.  Well, 
the  kid  that  wasn't  going  to 
make  it  to  the  big  leagues 
actually  did  make  it,  and 
won  the  title  of  the  2007 
Rookie  of  the  Year.  In  the 
year  2008  all  Pedroia  did 
was  lead  the  league  in  hits, 
runs,  doubles,  and  was  sec- 
ond in  batting  average.  Not 
too  bad  for  a  guy  that  would 
never  make  it  to  the  Major 
Leagues.  After  his  Rookie 
of  the  Year  performance  last 
year,  Pedroia  became  one  of 
the  leading  candidates  for 
the  MVP  in  2008.  The  last 
player  to  win  the  Rookie 
of  the  Year  and  MVP  in  his 
first  two  seasons  was  Cal 
Ripken  Jr.,  who  is  debatably 
one  of  the  greatest  play- 
ers ever  to  grace  the  game. 
Although  the  majority  of 
people  believed  that  Dustin 
Pedroia  was  never  going 
to  make  it,  there  was  one 
person  who  believed  In  Pe- 
droia all  along,  and  that  was 
Dustin  Pedroia.  Some  call 
it  cocky,  some  call  it  over- 
confident, but  whatever  it 
is  it  translates  into  success. 
Pedroia  is  the  type  of  player 
that  firmly  believes  he  is 
going  to  win  the  battle  with 
every  pitcher  he  faces,  and 
this  may  be  the  secret  to  his 
success. 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


The  Real  Debate 


By  Alex  O'toole  and  Gerrit  Petersons 

Staff  Writers 


Note:  All  sliidcnts  imbibing 
□Icohol  must  btf  or  age.  Please  drink 
responsibly  and  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidelines  and  rules  regarding  alcohol 
possession,  use,  and  procurcmenl. 


Featuring  Special- 
Guest:  Zach  Lang 

For  this  week's  beer 
review  we  are  putting  our 
two  cents  in  on  the  classic 
debate  between  light  beer 
and  lite  beer.  That's  right 
kiddos,  Bud  Light  versus 
Miller  Lite.  We  have  enlist- 
ed our  fellow  beer  guzzling 
counterpart  Zach  Lang  to 
break  the  potential  tie  in 
this  crucial  debate.  Both 
beers  have  their  positive 
and  negative  qualities.  Bud 
Light  has  "drinkability", 
which  makes  it  excessively 
consumable  and  leads  to  the 
bad  decisions  that  everyone 
(of  age)  enjoys,  while  Mill- 
er Lite  embraces  the  taste 
of  a  heavy  beer,  but  doesn't 
leave  you  looking  like  Artie 


Lange. 

On  the  down  side,  Bud 
Light  is  a  water  imitator 
lacking  the  punch  that  some 
desire  in  beer  and  Miller  Lite 
never  seems  cold  enough  to 
be  considered  a  refreshing 
beer.  If  you  ever  find  either 
of  these  beers  in  the  hot  sun, 
we  have  no  suggestions, 
it  is  your  choice  to  decide 
between  drinking  a  warm 
water  cup  from  last  week's 
off-campus  beer  pong  tour- 
nament or  the  left  over  wa- 
ter in  a  garden  hose.  As  you 
can  probably  tell  we  don't 
enjoy  any  light  beers,  no 
matter  how  they  are  spelled, 
but  the  voting  comes  down 
to  a  2-1  victory  for  Miller 
Lite,  with  Gerrit  siding 
lonely  with  Bud  Light. 


Bud  Light  or  Miller  Lite? 
Which  do  you  prefer? 
Image:  w^vw.google.com. 

Debate  Winner: 

Miller  Lite 


Grmllpf 

By:  Adie  Giguere 


Here  are  three  green  things  that  you  can  do  TODAY: 


1.  If  you're  not  watching  the  TV  or  using  the  overhead 
lights,  turn  them  off. 

2.  Unplug  things  like  your  phone  charger  or  fan  when 
you*re  not  using  them,  because  in  come  cases  they 
still  draw  power, 

3.  Fight  the  urge  to  leave  your  AIM  on  and  turn  your 
laptop  off  overnight. 

With  these  three  simple  tasks,  you  will  save  energy  and 
reduce  carbon  emissions.  Today! 


Are  you  interested  in  keeping  WNEC  as  green  as  possible? 
Check  out  the  Global  Sustainability  Club!!  To  join  or  attend 
meetings  email  Bruce  Clemens  for  more  infromation:  Bclem- 
ens@wnec.edu  
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OPINION 


Global  Warming  is  no  joke:  a  response  to  last  week's  inconvenient  fallacy 


By  Karl  Martini  PhD 

WNEC  Professor 

Professor  Karl  Martini 
teaches  courses  on  Meteo- 
rology and  Global  Warming 
at  WNEC. 

Canio  Carlucci's  opin- 
ion regarding  Global  Warm- 
ing ("Global  Warming:  An 
inconvenient  fallacy"  ,  The 
Westerner,  Vol.  57,  Oct.  7, 
2008)  a  topic  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  our  future,  cries  for 
a  response  as  it  is  riddled 
with  mistakes,  misunder- 
standings about  science, 
and  inconsistencies. 

First  let  me  address  the 
mistakes: 

•  Our  planet  is  large 
on  a  human  scale,  but  not  as 
large  (by  a  factor  of  1000) 
as  stated.  It  is  about  200 
million  square  miles  not 
200  billion  square  miles  as 
claimed. 

•  In  regard  to  the 
supposed  un-observability 
of  rising  temperatures  by 
land  based  stations:  Nowa- 
days we  have  web-access 
to  many  observational  data 
bases  showing  the  oppo- 
site to  be  true,  (for  example 
"Climate  at  a  Glance"  at 
www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/cli- 
mate/research/cag3.html 
gives  you  access  to  North 
America  and  "Global  Cli- 
mate at  a  Glance"  at  www. 
ncdc.gov/gcag/index.jsp  to 


a  world  wide  data  base  for 
the  last  century  where  you 
can  see  the  increasing  tem- 
perature trend  for  yourself). 

•  The  local  ramifica- 
tions of  a  four  degree  Fahr- 
enheit increase  of  the  annu- 
al average  temperature  over 
the  last  1 70  years.  (Amherst 
College  weather  records 
1838  -  now) 

•  Global  sea  levels 
have  been  increasing  for 
the  last  hundred  years  (last 
century  at  a  rate  of  about 
1  ft  per  century,  but  at  an  ac- 
celerated rate  during  the  last 
decades).  This  observation 
is  the  equivalent  to  a  global 
thermometer  About  2/3  of 
this  rise  is  due  to  the  ther- 
mal expansion  of  the  ocean 
waters,  (see  figure  SPM.3. 
of  working  group  1,  sum- 
mary for  policy  makers  in 
the  4'^  assessment  by  the 
IPPC  at  www.ipcc.ch) 

•  World  wide  more 
than  95%  of  all  alpine  gla- 
ciers are  in  retreat  and  melt- 
ing (providing  the  other  1/3 
of  the  sea  level  rise).  (Ex- 
ample http://en.Wikipedia. 
org  "Retreat  of  Glaciers 
since  1850"  and  references 
cited  therein) 

•  The  arctic  ocean  is 
loosing  its  ice  cover  at  an 
ever  accelerated  rate,  es- 
pecially during  the  last  30 
years  and  is  now  40%  ice 
free  at  the  end  of  each  sum- 
mer (National  Snow  and  Ice 


Data  Center  at  http://nsidc. 
org/data/science-index/) 

These  are  just  a  few  ex- 
amples of  scientific  observa- 
tions on  a  global  scale  worth 
mentioning  and  contemplat- 
ing, and  they  all  point  to- 
wards the  same  conclusion. 
The  planet  is  getting  much 
warmer  than  it  has  been  in 
the  recent  past. 

Second,  let  me  say  a 
few  words  regarding  the 
process  of  science.  Science 
is  first  and  foremost  based 
on  repeatable,  objective  ob- 
servations. There  is  no  ar- 
bitrariness to  the  results  of 
observations,  no  different 
results  with  different  instru- 
ments as  claimed  by  Canio. 
A  scientific  claim,  even  if 
done  by  a  person  of  authori- 
ty, only  stands  if  it  is  repeat- 
able  by  any  independent 
observer  Secondly,  science 
is  cumulative,  meaning  that 
many  individual  observa- 
tions can  often  be  combined 
in  a  framework;  a  scientific 
law  or  even  a  scientific  the- 
ory. Thus  a  scientific  theory 
is  the  pinnacle  of  scientific 
investigations.  It  needs  to 
address  and  contain  all  prior 
observations.  It  is  not  an  ar- 
bitrary ad  hoc  conjecture  as 
used  by  Canio. 

Third,  regarding  truth 
in  science.  Some  scientific 
fields  are  axiomatic  (i.e. 
based  on  certain  base  as- 


sumptions). In  these  cases 
it  is  possible  using  chains  of 
logical  arguments  to  prove 
certain  statements  within 
this  framework  ( for  example 
think  about  Euclidean  ge- 
ometry). Observational  sci- 
ence is  not  able  to  achieve 
this  absolute,  but  instead 
gives  statements  regarding 
the  validity  of  an  expression. 
Canio  states  that  the  IPCC 
has  never  produced  a  report 
saying  that  human  green 
house  gas  emission  are  a 
definitive  cause  of  global 
warming.  Here  is  their  lat- 
est statement  (11/17/2007) 
based  on  the  4*  assessment 
(AR4  Synthesis  Report  at 
www.ipcc.ch):  "Most  of  the 
observed  increase  in  global 
average  temperature  since 
the  mid-20th  century  is  very 
likely  (more  than  90%  like- 
lihood) due  to  the  observed 
increase  in  anthropogenic 
green  house  gas  concentra- 
tion." Canio  additionally 
claims  that  nobody  "has 
produced  a  definitive  proof 
of  global  warming.  To  this 
day  it  is  just  a  theory."  I  will 
rest  on  the  observations  and 
explanation  given  above. 

Lastly,  as  Global  Warm- 
ing is  a  global  problem,  it 
is  also  a  political  problem. 
First,  no  politician  or  other 
influential  group  can  in  the 
long  run  influence  or  ma- 
nipulate science  and  its  out- 
comes, even  if  they  try  for 


they  try  it  all  the  time,  as 
they  are  not  abiding  by  the 
scientific  method.  Human 
enhanced  Global  Warming 
is  a  very  inconvenient  fact 
for  many  people,  including 
some  of  the  politicians  who 
represent  them.  Because  this 
means  that  they  cannot  go 
on  with  business  as  usual.  In 
this  regard  it  strikes  me  as 
a  fallacy  that  Canio  claims 
arguments  by  the  American 
Policy  Roundtable  as  his 
main  support  for  his  many 
opinion  points,  but  then 
lambastes  that  politicians 
are  spreading  "facts"  about 
Global  Warming. 

As  the  world  popula- 
tion, now  exceeding  6.7  bil- 
lion and  growing,  consumes 
more  and  more  energy  (un- 
fortunately largely  based  on 
fossil  fuels  that  emit  carbon 
dioxide  and  enhance  Global 
Warming)  we  have  many 
enormous  challenges  ahead 
of  us.  But  instead  of  pre- 
tending that  these  problems 
do  not  exist,  let  us  see  them 
as  opportunities  that  need 
a  thorough  risk  assessment 
and  then  let  us  be  ready 
to  lead  the  world.  Change 
starts  at  the  local  level,  so 
let  us  roll  up  our  sleeves  and 
tackle  the  ftiture.  It  is  bright 
and  fiill  of  opportunities  and 
I  hope  everybody  will  par- 
ticipate. So  come  all  out, 
discuss,  and  start  to  tackle 
this  problem. 


Professor,  I  greatly  ap- 
preciate your  response  and  1 
apologize  for  any  factual  mis- 
takes I  made  (The  surface  area 


of  earth).  Last  week  1  actually 
wound  up  quickly  writing  that 
article  to  get  a  non-econom- 
ic or  presidential  candidate 


based  opinion  out  there.  I  am 
glad  that  you  have  taken  inter- 
est in  my  opinion  but  I  remain 
convinced  that  global  warm- 


ing is  not  a  serious  issue,  and 
I  am  currently  working  on  a 
more  competent  article  to  sup- 
port my  opinions  as  well  as 


respond  to  the  points  you  have 
made  in  the  next  issue. 

-  Canio  Carlucci 


America:  a  Democratic-Socialist  nation  and  why  we  need  more  Marx 


By  Mike  Murray 

Editor 

In  America  the  word 
'socialism'  borders  on  of- 
fensive. In  terms  of  Ameri- 
can government,  it  is  not 
only  vulgar  but  taboo.  This 
is  a  point  of  serious  ques- 
tion being  that  the  American 
system  of  democracy  has  its 
foundation  in  numerous  so- 
cialist principles. 

First,  an  idea  directly 
outlined  in  the  constitution 
and  fought  exiraneousiy 
over  in  the  early  days  of  our 
country,  ui^^ititin,  T'-c  Ji^a 
of  taxation  itself  stems  from 
the  socialist  idea  of  col- 
iecii\isni.  the  concept  that 


every  member  of  a  society 
contributes  to  the  greater 
whole  in  promise  that  the 
wealth  will  be  redistributed 
on  a  fair  and  equal  basis. 
Isn't  that  the  point  of  our  tax 
system-  to  tax  those  that  can 
afford  it  so  as  to  redistrib- 
ute to  those  people,  causes 
and  organizations  that  need 
it,  creating  a  balanced  and 
fair  system?  Unless  one  is 
to  go  by  the  Bush  Doctrine 
and  give  tax  breaks  to  those 
in  the  upper  strata's  of  soci- 
ety and  let  all  of  the  mon- 
ey trickle  itself  down  into 

nmg  iuelf  out.  i  hc  rcsuh  of 
such  a  poor  taxation  system 
was  made  very  clear  when 


our  economy  took  a  severe 
crash,  putting  our  country's 
financial  system  on  the  brink 
of  self-destruction,  as  has 
been  the  case  over  the  past 
few  weeks.  In  the  socialist 
system  representation  is  in 
the  form  of  a  singular  goal- 
to  provide  for  and  protect 
the  welfare  of  the  people,  in 
turn  making  the  people  their 
own  representatives,  while 
the  American  system  bases 
their  representation  on  a 
body  of  voted  in  individu- 
als who  act  as  the  people's 
advocate.  Both  ^import  the 

acimg  in  part  for  the  betl^ir- 
ment  of  a  larger  society. 

The  social  security 


system  that  so  many  Amer- 
ican's rely  on  is  democratic 
by  nature  but  socialists  in 
practice.  Social  securitj'  is 
a  plan  the  government  out- 
lines to  take  care  of  citizens 
after  they  are  past  the  age  of 
employment.  The  money  for 
such  a  system  comes  direct- 
ly from  taxes  of  those  em- 
ployed, perpetuating  a  cycle 
of  contribution  and  distribu- 
tion or  as  Marx  oiten  called 
it  "'redistribution".  Social 
Security  is  America's  form 
of,  not  only  taking  care  of 
ot.ir  c'tizen'c  I'nahle  tn  work, 

wealth.  Tlic  money  thai  sup- 
ports these  people  comes 
directly  from  every  working 


person's  pay  check  so  for  an 
American  to  say  tliey  don't 
agree  with  the  commonly 
misconstrued  Socialist  idea 
of  taking  money  from  free, 
hard-working  citizens  and 
redistributing  it  to  other 
non-contributing  citizens,  a 
result  of  shared  wealth  and 
an  aspect  of  Socialism  often 
criticized,  well  they  better 
take  a  closer  look  at  their 
next  paycheck-they  might 
find  something  missing. 

Furthermore,  any  mon- 
etary service  that  draws 
from  other  citiren's  income 
U  jMovjdc-  t'.i  ii  citizen  'ir 
a  citizen  run  group  such  as 

Continued  on  pa^e  7, 
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GO    FIGURE!  byUndaThstle 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  ttie  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  follow/ing  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below/  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 
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***  GO  FIGURE! 
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9o  you  draw? 
Have  a  good  sense 
of  humor? 


The  Westerner  Is  looking 
for  a  comic  artists  to 
submit  one  comic  per 
Issue. 


If  [nttnitcd  pluit  eontaet  oi 
thiweiteriienKcv(hea.toiii 


Jigsaw 
Sudoku 


2 
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4 

1 

AsttyisktU  *  cLues  trlote  to  thei^e  of  the  puzzU 


Place  a  number  in  (he  empty  boxes  in  such  a  way 
that  each  tow  across,  each  column  down  and  each 
small  9'boK  square  contains  all  ol  Ihe 
numbers  from  one  lo  nine. 


DIFFICULTYTHISW/EEK:  *** 


*  Moderate   **  Challenging 
*  ♦  *  HOO  BOY! 


Ei3c^  aaam 

Ipii 


government  welfare,  grants, 
loans  and  food  stamps,  all 
methods  of  distributing  our 
money  to  other  citizens,  is 
socialism  at  work.  Witli- 
out  Socialism  our  country 
would  be  left  with  a  priva- 
tized system  that  helps  no 
one  but  the  individual,  de- 
feating the  purpose  of  de- 
mocracy, which  is  to  rule 
directly  or  indirectly  by  and 
for  the  masses,  not  the  indi- 
vidual. Without  Socialism 
we  would  have  a  ruling  Ar- 
istocracy. 

One  area  America 
lacks  socialism  is  its  social 


structure.  We  have  all  heard 
the  term  "the  rich  get  richer 
and  the  poor  get  poorer"  As 
it  stands  today  in  America, 
it  is  the  unfortunate  truth. 
Those  in  the  lower  class, 
due  to  debt,  unemployment, 
high  food  and  gas  prices  etc, 
do  not  have  the  potential  to 
move  up.  It  maybe  asked, 
"but  if  our  government  pro- 
vides so  much  for  its  citi- 
zens, how  is  this  possible? 
What  about  redistribution?" 
The  root  of  the  class  conflict 
does  not  come  from  class 
stratification  it  comes  from 
people  not  getting  what 


cralic-SocittlisI  Nation  Conli 

they  need-  food,  shelter,  a 
job,  health  care,  education. 
The  entire  point  of  social- 
ism is  to  afford  every  per- 
son in  the  system  the  same 
opportunities  and  rights  as 
every  other,  not  to  pay  for 
every  person  but  to  make  it 
so  every  person  can  provide 
for  themselves  the  services 
they  need  but  as  society  has 
always  stood  there  have 
been  those  who  have  and 
those  who  need. 

I'm  not  saying 
America  needs  to  become 
a  socialist  coimtry  for  it  has 
been  proven  time  and  time 


again  that  pure  socialism 
does  not  work  because  it  is  a 
non-competitive  system,  in 
turn  deterring  citizens  mo- 
tivation to  produce.  Also, 
there  needs  to  be  a  ruling 
body  to  carry  out  such  ser- 
vices as  the  platform  dic- 
tates, automatically  creating 
a  "ruling  body",  contradict- 
ing its  own  purpose.  What 
America  does  need  is  more 
socialism  within  its  democ- 
racy. Our  citizens  are  not 
provided  for,  our  financial 
system  is  in  ruins  and  the 
youth's  f\itare  looks  bleak. 
Our    forefathers  foresaw 


the  need  for  change  in  this 
country,  making  our  consti- 
tution amendable  and  our 
democracy  one  that  allows 
for  political  mobility.  Strict 
Republican-Capitalist  de- 
mocracy has  yielded  poor 
results.  It's  time  to  break 
down  the  walls  that  divide 
our  ideologies  and  take  the 
best  of  all  systems-  capital- 
ist, socialists,  democratic 
and  republican-  and  create 
a  country  that  once  again 
values  and  believes  in  its 
people. 
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SPORTS 


WICATHLETKS 
RECORDS 


Football: 

Wins:  1 
Losses:  6 
Ties:  0 

Men's  Soccer: 

Wins:  1 1 
Losses:  1 
Ties:  4 

Women's  Soccer: 

Wins:  5 
Losses:  10 
Ties: 0 

Field  Hockey: 

Wins:  3 
Losses:  13 
Ties:  0 

Volleyball: 

Wins:  11 
Losses:  13 
Ties:  0 


NBA  Season  Preview 


By  Brian  Michaud 

Staff  Writer 

A  repeated  treat  is  in 
store  for  fans  of  the  lean, 
mean,  Boston  Celtics  team. 
It's  definitely  a  possibil- 
ity and  the  Celtics  are  one 
of  the  favorites  to  win  the 
Championship  at  the  end  of 
the  season,  but  it's  not  going 
to  be  easy. 

Last  year  was  no  walk 
in  the  park  for  the  new  look- 
ing Celtics,  but  with  a  year 
under  their  belt  and  alter 
building  team  chemistry  and 
a  strong  bond  between  play- 
ers, they  are  unstoppable. 

Staying  in  the  East- 
em  Conference,  four  teams 
seem  to  stand  up  to  the  chal- 
lenge. The  Detroit  Pistons. 
Orlando  Magic,  Cleveland 
Cavaliers,  and  Toronto  Rap- 
tors all  look  rearing  and 
ready  to  get  the  season  start- 
ed. The  Pistons  aren't  long 
removed  from  their  NBA  ti- 
tle, the  Cavaliers  have  been 
led  to  the  big  show  by  LeB- 
ron  James  and  company,  and 
the  Raptors,  anchored  by 
Chris  Bosh  and  newly  ac- 
quired Jermaine  O'Neal,  all 
appear  ready  to  topple  the 
Celtics  squad,  but  the  team 
that  Boston  need  watch  out 
for  is  the  Orlando  Magic. 

A  man  by  the  name  of 
Dwight  Howard  is  the  base 
that  the  Magic  team  stands 
on  and  being  6"  11",  2651bs. 
the  team  has  an  indisputably 
solid  start.  Mix  in  eagle  eye 


3-point  shooter  Rashard 
Lewis  with  guards  Jameer 
Nelson  and  newcomer 
Mickael  Pietrus,  along  with 
Hedo  Turkoglu  and  a  start- 
ing five  that  can  beat  any 
team  in  the  NBA  has  come 
into  existence.  The  Celtics 


may  have  knocked  them  out 
of  the  playoffs  last  year  but 
with  a  couple  of  changes  and 
a  roster  move  or  two.  Orlan- 
do looks  to  be  in  champion- 
ship form. 

But  let's  not  forgetabout 
the  Western  Conference  and 


the  threats  it  possesses.  Last 
year's  NBA  Finals  represen- 
tative, the  Los  Angeles  Lak- 
ers, have  gotten  healthy  and 
are  healed  up.  waiting  for  a 
shot  at  redemption.  Andrew 
Bynum  is  back  and  there 
still  is  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Kobe  Bryant  who  plays  for 
the  LA  Lakers  who  won  the 
League's  MVP  Award  last 
year.  Outside  of  the  Lakers 
there's  always  the  dangerous 
Phoenix  Suns.  Dallas  Mav- 
ericks, San  Antonio  Spurs 
and  New  Orleans  Hornets, 
but  a  shocker  is  coming  out 
of  the  West  this  year 

Get  ready  to  watch  a 
team  blaze  a  trail  of  great- 
ness because  the  Portland 
Trailblazers  are  back.  They 
may  be  young,  inexperi- 
enced, and  a  stretch  to  make 
the  playoffs  but  watch  out 
for  Portland.  One  player 
does  not  make  a  team  great, 
but  getting  Greg  Oden  back 
from  injury  sure  does  help. 
His  7  foot,  2501b  frame  is 
added  to  a  team  that  went 
.500  last  year,  only  two 
spots  away  from  making 
the  playoffs.  His  presence 
alone  should  push  them 
past  teams  like  the  Denver 
Nuggets  and  the  Golden 
State  Warriors,  both  teams 
that  lost  their  star  players  of 
Marcus  Camby  and  Baron 
Davis  respectively. 

So  sit  back,  relax,  and 
enjoy  the  NBA  season  be- 
cause it's  sure  to  be  an  ex- 
citing one. 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  (^iinics  in  Bold 

t  onlcrcnce  games  marked  wilh  a  'c" 


FOOTBALL 

FIELD  HOCKEY 

10/25 

Sat 

Endicott  College  c 

1:00  PM 

10/23 

Ihii 

Babsoii  College 

(>:(«)  I'M 

11/01 

Sat 

Salve  Regina  University  c 

1:00  I'M 

10/25 

Sal 

New  England  College  c 

6:00  I'M 

11/08 

Sat 

Nichols  College  c 

1 :00  PM 

10/28 

Tuc 

Nichols  College  e 

4:00  PM 

MEN'S  SOCCER 

WOMEN'S  SOCCER 

10/22 

Wed 

New  England  College  e 

4:00  I'M 

10/21 

Tue 

New  England  College  c 

4:00  PM 
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By  Taiany  Goulart 

Staff  Writer 

Some  of  the  main 
factors  to  consider  when 
choosing  a  college  is  the 
campus  size,  population, 
and  student  to  teacher  ra- 
tio. At  Western  New  Eng- 
land College,  there  are  ap- 
proximately 2,500  students 
with  class  sizes  that  rarely 
exceed  more  than  25,  but 
with  talk  of  the  College  be- 
coming a  University,  where 
does  that  leave  students? 
Are  individuals  just  going 
to  become  a  number  and 
compete  for  the  professors' 
attention?  Luckily,  current 
undergraduate  students  and 
future  WNEC  students  will 
not  have  to  worry  about 
those  issues. 

Included  in  the  Col- 
lege's Eight  Strategic  Plans 
is  the  plan  to  'pursue  chang- 
ing our  institutional  status 
from  that  of  a  College  to  that 
of  a  University'.  Becoming 
a  University  better  reflects 
WNEC's  growth,  diversity, 
expanded  graduate  offer- 
ings and,  overall,  its'  com- 
prehensive nature.  The  Col- 


Western  New  England...  University? 


Although  the  name  probably  won!  be  WNEV...  It  is  almost  hard 
to  imagine  something  different. 
Photo:  Canto  Carlucci 


lege  is  aware  that  it  must  not 
lose  any  of  its  character,  in- 
cluding the  atmosphere  and 
attention  toward  students. 
Becoming  a  University  will 
allow  WNEC  to  better  com- 
pete with  surrounding  insti- 


tutions and  become  more  at- 
tractive to  foreign  students 
and  faculty.  WNEC  would 
be  more  attractive  toward 
the  foreign  population  be- 
cause in  other  countries,  the 
word  'university'  represents 


a  higher  level  of  education. 
In  addition  to  attracting  a 
more  diverse  group,  WNEC 
can  be  recognized  nation- 
ally and  gain  respect  and 
credibility  from  other  aca- 
demic communities.  Also,  if 
the  school  continues  its'  sta- 
tus as  a  College,  it  runs  the 
risk  of  being  seen  as  a  lesser 
institution,  sandwiched  be- 
tween community  college 
status  and  University. 

In  order  to  accom- 
plish the  goal  of  becoming 
a  University,  WNEC  must 
compile  a  list  of  criteria, 
which  includes:  meeting 
the  state  requirement  for 
achieving  University  sta- 
tus, increase  the  graduate 
and  undergraduate  curricu- 
lum, enlarge  the  Ph.D.  pro- 
grams, and  create  a  Univer- 
sity Attainment  Committee 
to  identify  and  monitor  the 
changes. 

Over  the  next  de- 
cade, the  full-time  under- 
graduate population  is 
expected  to  grow  to  ap- 
proximately 3,000  and  re- 

Contimted  on  page  3. 


11th  Annual  Evergreen  trick  or  treat  program  a  success 


By  Nate  Recoulle 

Stq^  Writer 

Each  year  the  RHA 
(Residence  Hall  Associa- 
tion), hosts  a  trick  or  treat 
program  in  Evergreen  com- 
plex. This  year  the  program 
took  place  on  October  24'*' 
from  7p.m. -9p.m.  The  pro- 
gram was  organized  by  Te- 
resa Mitchel,  a  sophomore 
student  at  WNEC,  acting  as 
coordinator  for  the  event  for 
the  first  time.  The  program 
invited  six  local  Springfield 
elementary  schools  to  come 
for  a  night  of  trick  or  treat- 
ing in  Evergreen.  This  year 
was  one  of  the  largest  turn- 
outs in  the  program's  eleven 
year  history,  with  a  group  of 
over  four-hundred  elemen- 
tary school  students  and 
their  parents.  Teresa,  with 
the  help  of  the  RHA,  Execu- 
tive Board,  and  Community 
Action  Rewards  Everyone 


(C.A.R.E.)  councils,  set  up 
activities  for  the  students  as 
well  as  allowing  them  to  go 
door  to  door  in  Evergreen 
and  collect  candy.  There 
was  frili  participation  from 
all  Evergreen  residents  in 
handing  out  candy  to  the 
children. 

The  other  events 
that  were  available  included 
sand  art,  cookie  and  pump- 
kin decorating,  an  appear- 
ance by  the  WNEC  Golden 
Bear,  n-ick  or  treating  safety 
tips,  and  decorating  the 
stoops  of  Evergreen.  Along 
with  the  help  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  councils,  WNEC 
students  also  volunteered. 
Some  of  the  volunteers 
dressed  up  in  a  Disney  char- 
acters theme.  The  program 
was  organized  in  order  to 
give  local  children  a  safe 
and  friendly  environment 
to  trick  or  treat  in  as  well  as 
reach  out  to  the  community 


Evergreen  residents  ready  fi 
Photo:  Teresa  Mitchel 

in  which  WNEC  is  nested,  had  a  great  time.  I  want  to 

Sixteen  Acres  also  helped  thank  all  of  the  Evergreen 

out  by  supplying  hay  and  residents,  and  all  of  the  voi- 

pumpkins  at  a  discounted  unteers  who  helped  to  make 

price  for  the  event.  In  an  the  program  a  huge  suc- 

interview  with  Teresa,  she  cess." 
commented  that,  "The  kids 
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Interested  in  Writing? 

The  Westerner  is  al- 
ways looking  for  writers, 
whether  you  are  an  ac- 
complished journalist  or 
just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  8:00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  in  Rivers  105, 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


Justin  Kredible  Dazzles  WNEC 


By  Christopher  Dawson 

Staff  Writer 

The  Campus  Activi- 
ties Board  (CAB)  for  Fam- 
ily and  Friend's  Weekend 
invited  Justin  Kredible,  a 
magician  knovm  from  his 
appearances  on  the  Ra- 
chael  Ray  show  as  well  as 
his  work  on  such  channels 
as  NBC,  MTV,  and  Fox,  to 
campus  to  help  lighten  the 
mood  and  bring  the  night  of 
Saturday,  October  25"'  to  a 
close. 

Justin  Kredible  began  to 
perform  at  the  age  of  twelve 
after  a  bicycle  accident  try- 
ing to  impress  some  friends 
ended  with  him  breaking 
both  of  his  arms.  Having  a 
lot  of  time  of  rehabilitation 
on  his  hands,  Justin  decided 
to  learn  card  tricks  using  his 
hands  instead  of  opting  for 
rigorous  physical  tricks  and 
hasn't  stopped  since.  He  is 
now  considered  to  be  one 
of  the  best  practicing  magi- 
cians. The  title  of  "incred- 
ible" has  been  reinforced  by 
Justin  being  named  the  "En- 
tertainer of  the  Year"  by  the 
Campus  Activities  Board  for 
the  second  year  in  a  row  and 


has  become  so  well  known 
that,  this  April,  he  had  the 
opportunity  to  tour  with 
musician  Jason  Mraz  as  the 
host  of  the  "Music,  Magic, 
and  Making  Peace"  tour. 
Justin  Kredible  dazzled  the 
audience  here  with  not  only 
a  mystifying  act,  but  laugh 
out  loud  antics  that  any  per- 
son in  the  audience  is  surely 
not  going  to  forget. 

Justin  Kredible  used 
his  showmanship  and  ap- 
peal to  not  only  perform  for 
the  audience  but  perform 
with  them,  as  he  brought 
countless  students  and  par- 
ents up  on  stage  to  help 
him  with  his  act.  One  of  his 
memorable  tricks  from  the 
night  involved  a  student  as 
he  put  a  cloth  over  a  table 
in  the  middle  of  the  stage 
and  with  himself  and  the 
student  both  grabbing  two 
comers,  miraculously  rose 
the  table  from  the  stage 
and  floated  it  around  the 
stage  area.  Not  all  of  his 
tricks  were  so  difficult,  as 
Justin  Kredible  showed  off 
his  humorous  side  showing 
the  audience  the  first  trick 
that  he  invented.  The  "mys- 
tery of  the  Grey  Poupon" 


Justin  Kredible  turned  down  a  MTV  appearance  to  perform  at 


WNEC. 

Phglo:  wmv.justinla-edible.  com 

had  the  audience  in  hyster-  mouth  shot  at  him  by  an 

ics,  showing  the  creativity  audience  member  who  had 

and  comedic  timing  that  he  also  signed  it.  Somehow,  he 

brings  on  stage.  The  night  was  able  to  pull  off  the  feat, 

ended  with  one  of  his  most  and  ending  the  night  with  a 

famous  magic  tricks,  Justin  stunning  conclusion 
catching  a  paint  ball  in  his 


English  department  hosts  poet  Martin  Espada 


By  Adie  Giguere 

Staff  Writer 

The  English  and 
Creative  Writing  commu- 
nity at  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  experienced 
the  dynamic  and  musical 
poetry  reading  of  Martin 
Espada  Tuesday  evening, 
October  21st.  A  former  ten- 
ants' rights  lawyer  for  the 
poorest  of  the  poor  turned 
poet,  Espada  read  about  fif- 
teen poems  and  signed  the 
books  of  several  students  of 
the  college,  some  of  whom 
have  been  studying  Espa- 
da's  work  this  semester. 

Espada  explained 
how  his  poems  were  written 
from  direct  experiences,  in- 
cluding "The  Piriala  Painted 
with  a  Face  Like  Mine" 
about  his  relationship  with 
his  brother,  and  "Because 
Clemente  Means  Merciful" 
about  his  son  who  was  sick 
with  pneumonia  as  an  in- 
fant. Imitating  the  voices  of 
each  character  in  his  work, 
his  poem  "Thanksgiving," 
which  relays  the  events  of 
his  first  Thanksgiving  din- 


Espada 's  poetry  reading  was  enjoyed  by  students. 
Pliolo:  www.pbs.org 


ner  with  his  in-laws,  had  the 
whole  audience  laughing. 

The  most  powerful 
part  of  the  poetry  reading 
was  undoubtedly  Espada's 
reading  of  "Alabanza:  In 
Praise  of  Local  100,"  a 
poem  recognizing  the  work- 
ers of  the  Windows  on  the 
World  restaurant  who  lost 
their  lives  on  September 
11th.  Espada  sang  the  re- 


frain "Alabanza,"  which 
means  "praise"  in  Spanish, 
creating  music  that  a  reader 
doesn't  get  by  simply  read- 
ing the  poem  on  paper.  Any 
skeptic  of  poetry  would  be 
turned  a  believer  after  wit- 
nessing this  man  read  with 
such  feeling. 

Espada  held  a  Q&A 
Session  with  Professor 
Daniel    Mahoney's  Cre- 


ative Writing  class  during 
the  day  of  his  reading,  giv- 
ing WNEC  writing  students 
the  opportunity  to  gain  in- 
sight from  a  well-known 
figure  in  their  field.  Among 
his  shared  sentiments  was 
where  he  finds  inspiration 
and  who  he  has  written  the 
most  poems  about  (His  wife 
is  now  number  one,  with 
his  father  a  close  second). 
Espada  gave  students  two 
important  writing  tips;  Hu- 
mor rela.xes  people,  and  po- 
etry must  be  sensory.  Read- 
ers are  more  likely  to  listen 
to  ones  views  if  the  poet  has 
them  laughing  and  not  on 
the  defense,  he  said.  Also, 
much  like  what  students  are 
learning  here  in  their  writing 
classes,  Espada  encouraged 
the  use  of  all  five  senses  in 
poetry  in  order  to  make  the 
reader  really  feel  the  poems 
meaning. 

Martin  Espada's  lat- 
est collection  of  poems  is 
entitled  "Alabanza:  New 
and  Selected  Poems  1982- 
2002." 
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White  supremacists  arrested  for  Obama  assination  plot 


By  Christopher  Dawson 

Staff'  Writer 

On  Wednesday,  Oc- 
tober 22  two  white  su- 
premacists were  arrested  in 
Crockett  County,  Tennessee 
for  planning  to  go  on  a  kill- 
ing spree  ending  with  the 
assassination  of  Presidential 
elect  Barack  Obama.  Daniel 
Cowart.  20  of  Tennessee 
and  Paul  Schlesselman,  18 
of  Arkansas  were  arrested 
for  unspecified  charges. 
The  plan  was  for  the  boys 
to  target  a  predominately 
African  American  school 
and  kill  eighty-eight  teach- 


Paul  Schlesselman,  18 
Image:  www.zimbio.com 

ers  and  students.  The  num- 
ber eighty-eight  held  great 


importance  to  the  boys  after 
learning  the  eighth  number 
in  the  alphabet  to  be  H,  in 
turn,  eighty-eight  symboliz- 
ing H.H.  or  Hail  Hitler.  The 
killing  spree  was  to  end  with 
the  boys,  dressed  in  white 
tuxedos  and  top  hats  driving 
towards  Obama  "shooting  at 
him  out  the  windows".  On 
October  27^,  the  two  were 
charged  by  federal  authori- 
ties for  possession  of  an  un- 
registered firearm,  conspir- 
ing to  steal  firearms  from  a 
federally  licensed  gun  deal- 
er, and  threatening  a  candi- 
date for  presidency.  After 
digging  deeper  into  the  al- 


leged plot,  it  was  found  that 
the  boys  had  already  gath- 
ered a  few  guns  and  were 
planning  to  steal  more  from 
a  gun  store  at  night.  Court 
records  show  that  the  two 
boys  had  bought  nylon  rope 
and  ski  masks  for  a  robbery 
attempt  and  may  have  been 
planning  to  execute  such  a 
plan  in  order  to  fund  their 
spree. 

The  two  boys  met  on- 
line and  became  friends  af- 
ter learning  of  each  other's 
extremist  philosophies.  It 
was  found  that  the  boys 
would  have  made  this  their 
"  last,  final  act"  and  that 


there  attempted  assassina- 
tion of  Obama  was  so  im- 
portant they  "would  get 
killed  trying."  The  spree, 
according  to  the  affidavit 
filed  in  the  case,  had  actu- 
ally already  begun  the  day 
of  their  arrest  as  the  two 
boys  had  shot  out  a  window 
at  the  Beech  Grove  Church 
of  Christ,  a  congregation  of 
approximately  60  African 
American  residents.  No  one 
was  inside  the  church  when 
the  shots  were  fired  and  the 
shattered  glass  was  discov- 
ered later  during  an  evening 
bible  study. 


UPCOMING  CAMPUS  EVENTS 

November  14":    •  Antheneum  Film:  "The  Way  I  Spent  the  End  of  the  World"  in  D'Amour  Library  Mass  Mutual 
Room  at  7:00  p.m. 

•  FRIDAYS:  Comedian  Tracy  Ashley  hosted  by  CAB  in  Rivers  Arena  at  9:00p.m. 

November  15":    •  World  Fest  in  Rivers  Arena  6:30  p.m.  to  9:30  p.m. 

•  Improv  on  the  Rocks  in  The  Rock  Cafe  at  9:00  p.m. 

November  16":    •  CAB  Films:  "The  Dark  Night"  &  Face  Painting  in  Rivers  Arena  at  8:00  p.m. 
■"  •  Fall  Showcase  Concert  in  Rivers  at  3:00  p.m. 

•  Exhibition  Opening  &  Reception  in  Art  Gallery  from  1 :00  p.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 

November  18":    -Open  Mic  Night  hosted  by  Review  of  Art  and  Literature  in  The  Rock  Cafe  at  7:00  p.m. 
November  ZO":    -Gallery  Talk  in  The  Art  Gallery  at  7:00  p.m. 

November  21"':    •  FRIDAYS:  Fear  Factor  Game  Show  in  The  Rock  Cafe  at  9:00  p.m. 

•  NEACURH  Conference  at  Various  Locations  on  Campus.  Visit  Residence  Life 
website  for  more  details 

November  23"*:    •  Rock  Concert  hosted  by  WNEK  in  Rivers  Arena  6:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m. 

For  more  informalion  on  upcoming  events  please  vtsil  liltn:  'www I.  wnecedtt/sludenlactivittes/  select  events  calendar 


University  Continued 

main  that  way  long  after  all 
current  students  graduate, 
which  is  only  500  more  than 
what  the  College  currently 
holds.  The  growth  is  partly 
due  to  the  addition  of  the 
Pharmacy  School.  When 
the  current  freshman  class 
(Class  of  2012)  graduates, 
there  may  be  an  increase 
of  180  students.  With  the 
grovrth  of  the  student  popu- 
lation, the  College  has  to 
continue  offering  more  pro- 
grams and  keeping  up  with 
its  peer  institutions,  further 
pushing  it  toward  Universi- 
ty status.  The  College  plans 
to  "continue  active  recruit- 
ment of  undergraduate  stu- 
dents fi"om  areas  beyond  our 
primary  and  secondary  mar- 
kets while  maintaining  the 
quality  of  the  student  body 
in  each  of  our  schools." 


*  PUBLIC  SAFE'IT  BLOTTER  t 


October  22:  An  of- 
ficer takes  a  report  of  2  sto- 
len laptops  out  of  Franklin 
Hall.  Someone  entered  an 
unlocked  room  while  one  of 
the  occupants  was  sleeping, 
taking  the  laptops  of  the  resi- 
dents. The  case  is  under  in- 
vesrigation. 

OcloljtT  22:  uiticci 
speaks  with  a  construction 
foreman  who  reports  win- 
dows shot  out  of  equipment 
at  the  conblruction  site  near 
the  ball  fields.  U  is  believed 
a  BB  or  pellet  gun  was  used, 
and  the  case  is  under  investi- 
gation. 


October  26:  A  neighbor 
contacts  campus  police  regard- 
ing three  teenage  boys  with  a 
BB  gun  walking  toward  the 
construction  area  near  the  ball 
fields.  Officers  locate  the  boys 
and  take  them  to  their  guard- 
ians. The  boys  are  trespassed 
from  campus,  and  the  BB  gun 
and  BB's  ;ire  Lontisciied  and 
kept  as  e\  idenci;. 

October  27:  R.Vs  request 
assistance  with  a  possible  drug 
\ioiation  in  Gale\va\  Village. 
Ot^icers  arrive  and  confiscate 
a  small  amount  of  marijuana 
and  paraphernalia  The  items 
are  kepi  as  e\  idence.  .md  a  re- 
port is  fin'ward'.'d  lor  judicial 


October  28:  Officers  are 
called  to  Gateway  Village  for 
a  report  of  an  assault  and  bat- 
tery. After  a  brief  foot  chase 
the  officers  place  the  suspect 
under  arrest.  The  suspect  is 
then  brought  to  the  Springfield 
Pi'lice  Station  for  booking.  An 
Ditlcer  was  injured  during  the 
incident  and  sought  treatment 
;it  the  hospital. 

October  30:  OfHcers 
respond  to  an  accident  on  Wil- 
braham  Road.  A  WNEC  em- 
ployee is  -struck  by  a  passing 
\  eliick-  and  'buffers  an  injury  to 
his  shoulder.  He  i?  later  Treat- 


ed at  Health  Services. 

October  31:  An  officer 
on  patrol  discovers  a  brush 
fire  along  the  woodline  at  the 
rear  of  Commonwealth  Park- 
ing Lot.  Springfield  Fire  is 
contacted,  and  the  fire  is  extin- 
guished. 

November  3:  Officers 
are  called  to  Commonwealth 
Hall  for  a  report  of  an  assault 
and  baiter) ,  The  suspect,  a  non- 
student,  is  loeated  and  placed 
under  arresi  lor  me  assault  and 
battery  and  trespassing.  He  is 
taken  to  'he  Springfield  Police 
Statinn  for  booVing. 


Crime  Prevention  Tips: 

Six  laptops  have  been 
taken  within  the  past  30  days, 
all  from  unlocked  areas. 
WNEC  Police  want  to  re- 
mind everyone  to  ALWAYS 
lock  their  room  doors,  even 
u  hen  they  are  in  the  room. 

WNEC  Police  would 
like  to  remind  everyone  thai 
ihe  speed  limit  on  campus 
is  15  mph.  It  is  getting  dark 
nuieii  earlier,  and  pcdesiriaiis 
may  be  difficult  to  see.  For 
everyone's  safety  please  obey 
ni!  traffic  regulations,  as  they 
•.^  I!!  be  strieth  ..■nro'.v-d. 


'•nec.vdii/tlpK 


OJJ^ccr  Remit  St.  Crjnr<fe:  n  ^'EC  PO 
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E^TERTAIIVMENT 


By  Brian  Baum 

Staff  Writer 

Bob  Beamon,  the 
man  who  set  the  world  record 
in  the  longjump  by  "flying" 
29  feet,  I'/i  inches  through 
the  air  at  the  1968  Olympic 
Games  in  Mexico  City,  will 
give  a  talk  at  Western  New 
England  College  on  Tues- 
day, November  1!  at  7:00 
p.m.  in  Sleith  Hall.  Sports 
Illustrated  called  Beamons 
jump  "one  of  the  five  great- 
est sports  moments  of  the 
20th  century."  The  event  is 


"The  Man  Who  Could  Fly"  Will  speak  at  WNEC 


Pholo:  Brian  Baum 


fi-ee  and  open  to  the  public. 

"Bob  is  a  compelling 
human  being  with  a  com- 
pelling story  to  tell,"  says 


the  Center  for  International 
Studies  in  Business  (CISB) 
Director  and  Western  New 
England  College  sport  man- 
agement professor  Curt  Ha- 
makawa.  "It's  a  tale  about 
a  skinny  college-aged  kid 
from  Queens  who  went  to 
Mexico  City  in  1968  and 
set  the  track  and  field  world 
afire  with  his  seemingly  im- 
possible feat." 

Beamon 's  appearance 
is  the  third  in  the  distin- 
guished speaker  series  and 
is  entitled  "For  the  Love 
of  the  Games;  A  Leap  Into 


History."  Beamon 's  speech 
will  focus  on  the  fact  that 
despite  his  troubled  youth, 
including  a  life  as  a  self- 
described  thug  and  juvenile 
delinquent,  he  found  his 
calling  at  age  15  in  track 
and  field  where  for  the  first 
time  he  began  to  believe  in 
himself. 

These  days,  Beamon 
promotes  the  concept  of 
"Beamonesque"  -  a  term 
that  was  coined  to  describe 
ostensibly  superhuman 
achievements  -  through  the 
Bob  Beamon  Organization 


for  Youth,  which  aims  to 
help  point  troubled  kids  in 
the  right  direction.  The  goal 
of  the  organization  is  to  im- 
prove the  quality  of  life  for 
children  through  commu- 
nity-based programs  using 
the  arts  and  sports.  Along 
with  his  charitable  work, 
Beamon  does  motivational 
speaking  and  is  the  author 
of  The  Man  Who  Could  Fly: 
The  Bob  Beamon  Story.  He 
was  inducted  in  the  inaugu- 
ral class  of  the  United  States 
Olympic  Committee's  Hall 
of  Fame  in  1983. 


Up  close  and  personal  with  Justin  Kredible 


By  Canio  Carlucci 

Layout  Editor 

After  Justin  Kredible's 
unforgettable  show  in  rivers 
on  October  25*  The  West- 
erner was  fortunate  enough 
to  have  a  short  interview 
with  him,  and  here  is  what 
he  had  to  say. 

What  did  you  think  of 
WNEC? 

I  loved  WNEC,  my 
favorite  shows  are  the  ones 
where  I  have  a  family  audi- 
ence. I  especially  liked  this 
because  it  was  with  college 
students  and  their  parents 
which  gave  me  a  lot  of  room 
to  be  risky. 

What  flrst  inspired 
you  to  become  a  Magi- 
cian? 

I  first  started  liking 
magic  when  I  was  like  seven 
years  old  when  a  magician 
performed  at  my  birthday 
party.  It  all  really  started 
when  1  was  twelve  though, 
I  broke  both  of  my  arms 
riding  my  bike...  with  my 
rollerblades  on  haha.  When 


Sara  Sullivan  (Event  c 
Pholo:  Canio  Carlut  ci 
I  was  in  the  hospital  there 
was  a  magician  that  came 
into  the  orthopedic  ward. . . 
I  have  been  obsessed  ever 
since. 

Who  has  been  your 
biggest  influence? 

When  I  was  attend- 
ing Emerson  College  in 
Boston,  a  I  met  a  magician 
named  John  Bona  Parte  and 
he  took  me  under  his  wing 
and  taught  me  the  business 
and  life  lessons  of  magic 
and  being  a  magician. 


trdiiuilor)  and  Justin  Kredible 


What  do  you  enjoy 
most  about  your  job? 

There  is  really  noth- 
ing I  love  more  than  being 
on  stage;  performing,  im- 
provising and  doing  a  dif- 
ferent show  every  night. 

What  music  is  on  your 
iPod  right  now? 

Kings  of  Leon,  Ja- 
son Mraz...  indie  rock  ba- 
sically. Music  is  something 
very  important  to  me...  also 
a  lot  of  Vampire  Weekend. 


Bed  Race  2008 


By  Tom  Kantner 

Layout  Editor 


On  Saturday,  October 
25"',  the  Residence  Hall  As- 
sociation (RHA)  kicked  off 
Family  &  Friends  Week- 
end with  the  25"'  Annual 
RHA  Bed  Race.  Each  year, 
every  residence  hall  com- 
petes one  on  one  in  a  race  of 
homemade  beds  down  the 
Campus  Utilities  Building 
(CUB)  parking  lot  to  claim 
the  trophy. 

Represented  this  year 
were  all  residence  halls, 
residence  life  supervisors, 
resident  advisors,  and  the 


parent  association.  The 
competition  was  fierce  as 
over  20  races  were  con- 
ducted in  double  elimina- 
tion style.  Hannah  Marvin, 
a  Junior  at  Western  New 
England  College,  described 
the  event  as  "exciting  and 
intense!"  The  end  brought  a 
tie  between  Evergreen  and 
Gateway.  Gateway  took  the 
win  for  the  second  consecu- 
tive year 

Other  winners  included 
Evergreen  for  'most  cre- 
ative physical  design'  and 
LaRiviere  for  'best  theme 
and  decoration'. 


Pltoto:  Teresa  Mitchel 


^    iTunes  Top  Fives    ;g  .&G,g.... 

Top  Songs: 

1  .You're  Not  Sorry  -  Taylor  Swift 

2.  Live  Your  Life  -  T.L  (feat.  Rihaima) 

3.  Womanizer  -  Britney  Spears 

4.  If  I  Were  a  Boy  -  Beyonce 

5.  HotN  Cold -Katy  Perry 

Writer's  Song  Pick:  Cross  The  Line  -  John 
Legend 

Top  Albums: 

|ijjvl|P Ql        1 .  High  School  Musical  3 :  Senior  Year  -  High 
affitagfaia          School  Musical  Cast 
^IWralGgLVs        2.Thriller  (Video  Edition)  -  Michael  Jackson 
^t^^nwB^.    3  -  £vol  ver  -  John  Legend 
^KflKif^y^'^   4.Funhouse  -  P!nk 

'               5 .  Twilight  (Soundtrack)  -  Various  Artists 

/'^"*f  i*^'         ^'^^     Writer 's  Album  Pick:  Everybody  Else  - 
School  Musical  3:  Senior    Everybody  Else 

year  Year 
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By  Kathryn  Guerra 

Staff  Writer 

The  crowd  had  gathered 
nervously,  clutching  coffee 
cups  and  sticks  topped  with 
plastic  skull  heads,  to  hear 
the  vampire  talk.  The  din 
dropped  to  a  low  murmur  as 
the  vampire  stepped  onstage 
clad  in  tight  black  jeans,  a 
black  turtle  neck  and  ankle 
high  black  boots  -  her  face 
was  pale  but  her  lips  were  a 
bright,  cherry  red. 

Michelle  Belanger  had 
traveled  to  Western  New 
England  College  from  her 
home-state  of  Ohio  to  give 
a  talk  on  "Vampires:  Myth 
and  Reality".  A  self-identi- 
fied psychic  vampire,  Be- 
langer has  achieved  minor 
stardom  through  appearanc- 
es on  television,  including  a 
guest  spot  on  "Paranormal 
State,"  and  scheduled  ap- 
pearances in  two  HBO  doc- 
umentaries. 

According  to  Belanger 
vampires  do  walk  amongst 
us,  as  blood  drinkers,  "life- 
stylers"  and  psychic  vam- 
pires. Psychic  vampirism, 
the  idea  that  one  can  take 
another's  energy,  is  a  nebu- 
lous concept,  one  that  has 
steeped  in  "the  Asian  tradi- 
tions of  reiki  and  Thai  Chi". 
Belanger  argues  that  psy- 
chic vampirism  makes  "per- 
fect sense"  in  a  non- Western 


Interview  with  tlie  psycliic  vampire 


construct,  complaining  that 
it  is  only  "here  in  the  West 
where  people  are,  like  -  en- 
ergy —  what  the  hell"? 

Belanger  believes  that 
people  take  energy  because 
they  need  it  -  often  due  to 
illness.  She  produced  sev- 
eral pie  charts  and  graphs 
that  appeared  to  show  a 
disproportionate  number  of 
so-called  psychic  vampires 
bom  with  chronic  health 
conditions.  While  the  origin 
of  this  data  is  unclear,  what 
is  notable  is  that  Belanger 
attributes  her  relative  health 
despite  a  heart  defect,  to 
psychic  vampirism. 

Her  talk  grew  boring 
and  stilted  at  times  -  accom- 
panied by  a  power  point  that 
was  too  long  and  too  wordy. 
In  fact,  that  Belanger  was 
using  a  power  point  at  all 
seemed  counterintuitive  to 
her  psychic/vampire  billing. 
When  one  hears  the  words 
psychic  and  vampire  togeth- 
er in  a  sentence,  one  doesn't 
expect  overhead  projection 
and  size  38  Arial  font. 

While  the  talk  might 
have  fell  short  of  expecta- 
tions, the  question  and  an- 
swer session  afterward  more 
than  made  up  for  it.  The 
rabid  gathering  of  students 
jumped  at  the  opportunity 
to  quiz  Belanger  on  the  ex- 
act nature  of  psychic  vam- 
pirism. And  Belanger  didn't 


The  psychic  vampire  was  a  very  interesting  and  passionate  lady  to  say  the  least. 
Photo:  www.miciietlebelanger.com 


disappoint,  talking  with  a 
relative  ease  that  had  been 
lacking  during  her  power 
point  presentation. 

This  convinced  many 
in  the  audience  that  Be- 
langer was  telling  the  truth: 
"At  first  I  didn't  believe  h#" 
But  then  she  seemed  more 
like  a  real  person"  said  Paul 
Cerrone,  "she  has  a  person- 
ality". 

And  if  all  else  that  Be- 
langer said  was  a  sham,  talk- 
ing about  her  family  made 
her  seem  the  most  real.  Her 


description  of  an  agorapho- 
bic mother  who  lived  in 
Texas  -  30  miles  from  the 
nearest  town  -  was  heart 
wrenching  but  also  illumi- 
nating. Much  that"  could  be 
considered  of  a  metaphysi- 
cal origin  could'also  be  psy- 
chological. That  her  moth- 
er's "answer  was  to,  not  be 
around  people  anymore" 
could  be  significant  of  a 
psychic  or  psychological 
burden.  It  is  unclear. 

And  for  the  briefest  of 
moments,  as  Belanger  talk- 


ed about  her  mother's  death 
from  cancer,  one  could  see 
the  psychic-vampire  fa9ade 
peel  off  to  reveal  a  middle 
aged  woman,  lonely  and 
maybe  even  a  little  bitter. 
After  her  death,  Belanger 
began,  "everyone  said  that 
it  was  so  terrible  but  after  1 3 
years  of  cancer  it  was  actu- 
ally a  good  thing". 

Her  voice  cracked 
slightly  as  she  quickly  re- 
composed  -  the  psychic- 
vampire  once  more. 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


Are  we  in  America?  an  siudems  imbibing 

alcohol  must  be  or  age.  Please  drinl< 
By  Alex  O'toole  and  Gerrit  Petersons  responsibly  and  abide  by  all  wnec 

o<  £cu/  guidelines  and  mies  regarding  alcohol 
 Staff  Writers   possession,  use.  and  procurement. 


What  is  it  that  a 
true  American  beer  does? 
It  kicks  you  in  the  mouth 
and  makes  you  like  it.  That 
is  exactly  what  Budweiser 
American  Ale  does.  This 
beer  goes  down  with  a 
thick,  malt  taste  and  ends 
with  good  ole'  American 
bite.  Budweiser  American 
Ale  is  a  beer  to  be  drank 
with  numerous  other  light 
beers  because  after  three 
you  feel  like  you've  eaten 
a  three  course  meal.  Safe 
to  say  this  Ale  is  also  not  a 
beer  pong  beer,  that  is  if  you 
find  yourself  at  another  one 
of  those  shady  Springfield 
parties  OFF  CAMPUS. 

This  is  the  type  of 
beer  to  be  enjoyed,  with  a 


nice  steak  or  hamburger.  It 
is  full  bodied  and  rich  and 
mixes  well  with  raw  meat. 
American  Ale,  though  still  a 
Budweiser,  is  not  like  Bud 
or  Bud  light,  which  are  typi- 
cally consumed  in  responsi- 
bility large  amounts.  This 
beer  would  be  a  perfect  re- 
placement for  a  meal  dur- 
ing finals  week  or  the  night 
before  a  big  exam  or  essay. 
Rumors  have  been  spread 
that  it  actually  increases 
brain  capacity. 

I  give  this  beer  a 
two  and  a  half  out  of  five.  It 
receives  two  stars  because  it 
is  sfill  the  same  Budweiser 
we  know  and  love  but  it 
gets  that  extra  half  because 
it's  AMERICAN. 


Budweiser  American 
Ale  Rating 

2.5/5  Beers 


QnmTlpi 

By:  Adie  Giguere 
Save  water  today  with  one  (or  all)  of  these  green  tips: 

1 .  Save  laundry  for  a  time  when  you  have  a  full  load 
to  wash. 

2.  Take  shorter  showers  -  you'll  be  saving 
approximately  two  to  five  gallons  of  water  per 
minute. 

3.  Instead  of  buying  a  bottle,  use  a  water  purifier  on 
your  faucet  or  in  a  pitcher.  It  takes  26  times  more 
water  to  make  a  plastic  bottle  than  it  does  to  fill 
that  bottle  up! 


Are  you  interested  in  keeping  WNEC  as  green  as  possible? 
Check  out  the  Global  Sustainability  Club!!  To  join  or  attend 
meetings  email  Bruce  Clemens  for  more  infromation:  Bclem- 
ens@wnec.edu 
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OPINION 


Letter  to  the  editor-  Marxism:  The  Opiate  of  the  Masses 


By  Jeremy  Furrer 

College  Republicans 

America  is  a  country 
that  has  been  built  on  the 
ideal  that  every  person  has 
the  right  to  life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  ofhappiness.  Our 
nation  was  not  conceived  on 
the  notion  that  a  strong  cen- 
tral government  should  in- 
fest itself  into  every  aspect 
of  daily  life.  We  as  Ameri- 
cans are  independent  by  our 
very  nature  and  thus  pride 
ourselves  on  charity,  thrift, 
and  self-reliance.  What 
Mr.  Murray  suggested  in 
his  editorial  contradicts  this 
notion.  Before  1  go  into  my 
own  personal  opinion  con- 
cerning the  negative  effects 
associated  with  Marxism, 
let  me  first  address  some  of 
Mr.  Murray's  points. 

First,  the  concept  of 
redistributing  wealth  is  an 
ideal  practice  with  many 
harmfiil  consequences. 
Ever  wonder  why  a  per- 
son from  India  answers  the 
phone  when  you  call  Deil, 
an  American  company,  for 
assistance?  Obviously,  it 
is  because  Dell  shipped  all 
their  jobs  overseas.  Now 
look  at  this  strictly  from 
a  business  perspective. 
Why  keep  jobs  in  America, 
where  you  have  to  pay  capi- 
tal gains  taxes,  corporate 
taxes,  payroll  taxes,  and 


probably  many  other  taxes, 
when  you  could  simply  ship 
the  jobs  to  India?  Socialism 
makes  it  impossible  to  keep 
jobs  in  the  United  States  but 
then  those  businesses  are 
demonized  when  they  try 
to  stay  afloat  in  an  environ- 
ment hostile  to  profit. 

Profit,  one  of  the 


and  productivity.  Why  work 
harder  when  the  govern- 
ment is  just  going  to  come 
and  take  all  of  your  money? 

In  addition,  to  blame 
the  current  state  of  the 
economy  on  George  Bush 
is  frankly  wrong.  The  tax 
cuts  don't  have  anything  to 
do  with  what  is  happening 


Photo:  Jeremy  Furrer 

primary  evils  according  to 
Marxism,  seems  to  actually 
help  economies  (imagine 
that!).  Businesses  that  have 
more  money  are  able  to  in- 
vest in  better  technology, 
hire  more  employees,  and 
keep  prices  lower  Social- 
ism discourages  this  from 
happening,  creating  a  drop 
in  employment,  innovation. 


now  concerning  the  mort- 
gage meltdown.  In  fact,  this 
current  crisis  would  prob- 
ably be  much  worse  without 
them. 

In  response  to  Mr. 
Murray's  comments  con- 
cerning social  security:  I 
noticed  a  long  time  ago  that 
the  government  takes  mon- 
ey out  of  my  paycheck.  The 


thing  is  that  the  money  put 
towards  social  security  isn't 
going  to  some  special  bank 
account  that  I'll  be  able  to 
access  when  I  get  gray.  In- 
stead, it  goes  to  the  people 
that  are  retiring  now.  That 
includes  every  single  baby 
boomer.  For  your  informa- 
tion, there  are  a  lot  more 
baby  boomers  than  there  are 
young  people.  Ever  think 
about  what  might  happen 
when  a  large  population  on 
social  security  must  rely  on 
a  small  population  to  sup- 
port it?  Say  "so  long"  to 
that!  Social  security  is  pro- 
jected to  fail  within  twenty 
years  and  no  one  is  doing 
anything  about  it.  Viva  la 
Marx... 

Let  me  examine,  as 
briefly  as  possible,  what 
Marxism  has  and  hasn't 
done.  It  has:  slaughtered 
millions,  impoverished 
more,  crippled  economies, 
stunned  innovation,  killed 
competition,  lacked  essen- 
tial freedoms  (right  to  free 
speech,  bear  arms,  religion, 
etc.),  and  has  made  super- 
powers weaker  (United 
Kingdom,  who?).  It  hasn't: 
created  financial  equality, 
helped  Americans  become 
better  educated,  created  eth- 
ical politicians,  or  provided 
us  with  eternal  peace.  The 
idea  that  if  you  just  put  a 
little  bit  more  Marxism  into 
America  it  will  magically 


become  a  Utopia  is  absurd. 
If  anything,  we  need  less 
Marxism.  The  reason  Amer- 
icans are  not  all  provided 
for  is  because  Americans 
can  provide  for  themselves. 
I  for  one  am  not  waiting  for 
anyone  to  drop  anything  in 
my  lap.  I'm  going  to  work 
as  hard  as  1  can  without  any 
government  intervention, 
thank  you  very  much. 

I  also  have  a  complaint 
1  would  formally  like  to 
state  here  at  the  end  of  my 
letter.  Can  the  same  person 
who  writes  about  social- 
ism and  Marxism  not  be 
the  same  person  who  writes 
about  a  presidential  debate? 
Not  only  is  that  clearly  bi- 
ased, since  I  highly  doubt 
someone  who  promotes 
Marx  will  have  voted  for 
John  McCain,  but  it  is  also 
unprofessional.  Also,  there 
was  not  a  "clear  champion" 
in  any  of  the  presidential 
debates  and  saying  so  be- 
longs on  an  editorial  page 
and  should  not  be  stated  as 
fact.  Other  than  Obama's 
website,  I  never  saw  any 
news  outlet  declare  Obama 
the  winner,  so  I'm  not  quite 
sure  how  Mr.  Murray  could 
make  such  a  conclusion. 
In  the  future,  I'm  sure  we 
would  all  appreciate  ethical 
and  nonpartisan  articles  in 
our  school  newspaper. 


Visit 

Jaci<ei<iir»«taurant.com 
For  aii  manus. 


JACK  CHEN 


There  are  the  6  RolU  you  can 
choose  from: 


CsUfomia  Roll  i6 
Shrimp  Tempurs  Roll  (3  ssiO 
Spicy  Salmon  Roll  1 6  qsj) 
Spicy  White  Tuns  Roll  (6 

Spicy  Tuna  Roll  '  fiSi) 
Spicy  YcUowtail  Roll  (6  pcsj) 


OPEN  7 DAYS 

Monday-Thursday:  ll:00ani-10;30pni 
Friday  &  Saturday;  1 1 :00am- 1 1 :30pm 
Sunday:  12:00  noon-10:00pm 
Cloicd  on  Holidays 


Japanese  &  Chinese  Restaurant 
Asian  &  Vegetarian  Cuisine 
1 193  Simmer  Ave.  Springfield,  MA  01118 

Fast  Delivery 

(Charge  $2.00)  (Min.  $  1 5)  ^ 

Tel.:  (413)  782-5858 
(413)  782-6868 

(Credit  Cards  Accepted) 


Coupons  available 


Call  for  more  infimiBiioo. 
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PUZZLES 


ACROSS 

1  Japanese 
pond  carp 
4  Mini-plateau 
8  Comedian 
Carvey 

12  Altar 
affirmative 

13  Not'fer" 

14  Shorten  a 
text,  maybe 

15  Part  of 
NIMBY 

16  Santa's 
tiome 

18  Piecfiart 
alternative 

20  Square  root 
of  IX 

21  "How  clumsy 
of  me" 

24  Berate 
28  Crime 

novelist 

Donald 

32  Genealogy 
cfiart 

33  Rage 

34  Hydroxyl 
compounds 

36  About-face 
from  SSW 

37  Layer 

39  "Million  Dollar 

Baby" 

director 
41  Macho  type 

43  Ogler's  look 

44  Adversary 
46  Aggressive 
50  Lefties 

55  Work  unit 

56  Opening 


King  Crossword 

1 


Mega  Maze 


stake 

57  Hodgepodge 

58  Past 

59  Bosc  or 
Bartlett 

60  Billboard 

61  Journal 

DOWN 

1  Interviewer 
Larry 

2  Stench 

3  Tittle 

4  Sewer 
access 

5  Id 
counterpart 

6  Madam's 
mate 

7  Con 


8  Draw 

9  Fuss 

10  Zilch 

11  Consumed 
17  Towel 

designation 
19  Cauldron 

22  Glazier's 
sheet 

23  To  your 
health" 

25  "Yes—?" 

26  Comic  Jay 

27  "Monopoly" 
card 

28  Accompany- 
ing 

29  Canal  zone? 

30  Appear 

31  Othemiise 


35  Ingredient  in 

ranch 

dressing? 
38  Roof  beam 
40  Distorted 
42  Japanese 

drama 
45  Grand-scale 

poetry 

47  Ring  out 

48  Therefore 

49  Head  over 
heels 

50  Enervate 

51  Indivisible 

52  Actress 
Hagen 

53  —  Baba 

54  Peruke 


©  2008  King  Fealures  Synd.,  Inc. 


GO   FIGURE!  ^yUnda Thistle 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  * 


*  Moderate  **  Difficult 
★  ★★GO  FIGURE! 


■ 

D 

■ 

B 

D 

■ 

D 

■ 

B 

m 

D 

B 

■ 

D 

■ 

B 
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WOOKU 

A  triangular  Sudoku  challenge 

A 


by  Japheth 
Light 


DIFFICULTY: 
▲ 


1.  The  numbers  1-9  must  be  placed  in  each  of  the  NINE  LARGE  triangles. 

2.  The  numbers  1  -9  must  be  placed  in  the  three  legs  ol  the  OUTEBIirtOST 
triangle. 

3.  The  numbers  1-9  must  be  placed  in  the  three  legs  of  the  INVERTED 
INNER  triangle. 

4.  No  two  neighboring  (touching)  cells  may  contain  the  same  number 


©2«I8  King  K-aiurcs  Syml..  Ini 


Q  EH 


24567889 

O  2008  King  Fosluru  Syndicate.  Inc. 


QBQ  QflDQ  □□□□ 
QE1QDD     BQE]  _ 

ODD  □□□□B 
BflQQClDBQG] 

oDQEi  auaa  Bma 
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SPORTS 


WIC  ATHLETICS 
RECORDS 


Football: 

Wins:  3 
Losses:  7 
Ties:  0 

Men's  Soccer: 

Wins:  16 
Losses:  1 
Ties:  5 

Women's  Soccer: 

Wins:  8 
Losses:  12 
Ties: 0 

Field  Hockey: 

Wins:  3 
Losses:  16 
Ties:  0 

Volleyball: 

Wins:  17 
Losses:  17 
Ties:  0 


By  Chris  Townsend 

Staff  Writer 

There  have  been 
predictions  in  regards  to  the 
NHL's  division  winners. 
Here  are  the  playoff  predic- 
tions. 

The  Pittsburgh  Pen- 
guins and  the  New  York 
Rangers  will  meet  in  the 
Eastern  Conference  Finals, 
with  the  Rangers  exact- 
ing their  revenge  for  being 
eliminated  by  the  Pens  from 
last  year's  post-season.  Save 
for  a  meltdown  in  the  last 
five  minutes  of  a  game  in 
Toronto  on  November  I ,  the 
Blueshirts'  defense  and  goal- 
tending  have  been  stellar. 
The  Penguins  gained  some 
much-needed  experience 
during  their  run  to  the  Stan- 
ley Cup  Finals  last  season, 
though  it  is  uncertain  as  to 
whether  they're  quite  ready 
to  take  it  all.  The  Rangers, 
although  a  very  young  team 
themselves,  will  live  up  to 
the  adage  "Defense  wins 
championships,"  as  Henrik 
Lundqvist  will  backstop  his 
team  to  the  Stanley  Cup  Fi- 
nals, defeating  the  Penguins 
in  six  games. 

The  Western  Con- 
ference Finals,  will  feature 
the  Detroit  Red  Wings  and 
the  San  Jose  Sharks.  I  pre- 
dict the  Sharks  for  this  one, 
even  though  the  Red  Wings 
seem  to  be  the  popular  pick. 
For  several  years  now.  Pat- 
rick Marleau,  Jonathan 
Cheechoo,  and  the  rest  of 


2008  NHL  Playoff  Predictions 


Watch  out  for  the  Penguins 
Photo:  www.google.com 

the  Sharks  have  been  con- 
tenders. New  head  coach 
Todd  McClellan,  a  former 
assistant  coach  with  the  Red 
Wings,  is  what  the  Sharks 
need  in  order  to  push  them- 
selves to  the  next  level.  The 
Sharks  will  eliminate  the 
Wings  in  seven. 

So  the  stage  is  set 
-  Rangers  vs.  Sharks.  This 
series  will  come  down  to 
goaltending,  featuring  two 
of  the  best  in  the  game.  San 
Jose's  Evgeni  Nabokov  and 
New  York's  Henrik  Lun- 
dqvist are  consistently  near 


the  top  of  the  leader  boards 
in  almost  every  goaltend- 
ing category.  The  question 
is  which  goalie  will  back- 
stop his  team  to  hockey 
immortality?  My  feeling  is 
that  Lundqvist  will  prevail. 
Nabokov  plays  in  all  but  a 
handful  of  his  team 's  games 
each  season,  and  may  get 
worn  down  quicker  than 
Lundqvist  who  has  a  very 
capable  backup  in  Stephen 
Valiquette.  The  Rangers  will 
defeat  the  Sharks  in  seven 
games  this  coming  June. 


The  Westerner  Needs 
More  Sports  writers! 

Do  you  like  national  sports? 
WNEC  Sports?  Do  you 
think  WNEC  sports  deserve 
more  attention?  If  yes  then 
you  may  want  to  consider 
becoming  our  next  sports 
writer!  If  interested  come  to 
the  next  meeting  or  send  an 
e-mail  to  thewesternersn@ 
yahoo.com 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


L— — 

MEN'S  BASKETBALL 

WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 

11/18 

Tue 

Bridgewatcr  State  College 

7:00  PM 

11/15 

Sat 

Mount  Holjokc  College 

1:00  PM 

11/21 

Fii 

Bowtloin  College  I 

-1:00  PM 

11/18 

Tue 

F.lms  College 

7:00  PM 

11/22 

Sat 

Salem  State  Touriianientt 

TBA 

11/22 

Sat 

Skidmore  Invitationalt 

2:00  PM 

11/25 

Tue 

Kecnc  State  College 

7:30  PM 

11/23 

Sun 

Skidmore  In>'itationalt 

Noon 

12/02 

Tue 

Elms  College 

7:00  PM 

12/03 

Wed 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Aeademy 

7:00  PM 

12/05 

Fri 

Westlickl  State  College  2 

8:00  PM 

1 2/05 

Fri 

Amherst  College  1 

6:00  PM 

12/06 

Sat 

Spi'iiigfield  College  2 

6:00  PM 

12/06 

Sal 

Springfield  College  1 

1:00  PM 

12/09 

Tiic 

Union  College 

7:00  PM 

12/10 

Wed 

Fitchburg  State  College 

7:00  PM 

MEN'S  ICE  HOCKEY 

WRESTLING 

11/11 

Tue 

Southern  Ne\v  Hampshire  e 

7:10  I'M 

11/15 

Sat 

Bingltamtoi)  Uni>'ersityt 

10:00  AM 

11/13 

Thu 

Weiit%vorth  Institute  of  Teehii(>log>  c 

7:10  I'M 

11/22 

Sat 

Doug  Parker  Invitationalt 

10:00  AM 

11/15 

Sat 

Curry  College  c 

1:45  PM 

12/06 

Sat 

STCC  Opent 

10:00  AM 

11/lS 

Tuc 

Assumption 

7:10  I'M 

12/07 

Sun 

Pcnn  State  Opent 

TBA 

11/22 

Sat 

Westticld  State  College  c 

2:00  I'M 

01/10 

Sat 

I'lynmuth  State  ln\itationalt 

10:00  AM 

11/25 

Tuc 

Worcester  Slate  College  c 

5:30  I'M 

01/14 

Wed 

Trinity  College  (CT) 

5:00  PM 
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By  Taiany  Goulart 

Staff  Writer 

If  one  has  ventured  past 
the  baseball  field  lately,  the 
footprints  of  a  new  building 
are  very  clear.  That  build- 
ing is  the  new  residence  hall 
that  will  be  open  for  the  fall 
of  2009.  Assistant  Dean 
of  Students  and  Residence 
Life,  Tom  Wozniak,  gave  an 
update  on  what  to  expect. 

Construction  on  the 
new  dorm  has  already  be- 
gun and  will  consist  of  a 
group  of  buildings  like  the 
Quad  but  only  one  build- 
ing will  be  ready  for  the 
fall  of  2009.  Eligibility  for 
living  in  the  dorm  will  go 
by  seniority  and  academic 
achievement,  just  like  cur- 
rent residence  halls.  It's  go- 
ing to  look  like  Common- 
wealth and  will  have  either 
three  or  four  floors.  It  will 
have  apartment  style  living 
similar  to  La  Riviere.  Off 
of  the  corridor  are  complete 


More  room  to  grow  -  WNEC's  new  dorms 


Construction  on  the  new  residence  halls  is  well  under  way. 
Picture:  Tatany  Goulart 


apartments  and  each  house 
fourpeople.  All ofthem will 
have  a  kitchen,  bathroom, 
and  living  room.  Students 
will  be  able  to  choose  to 
live  with  four  bedrooms  and 


one  person  per  room  or  two 
bedrooms  and  two  people 
per  room.  The  completion 
of  this  dorm  is  expected  to 
help  accommodate  the  col- 
lege's expected  population 


growth;  its  current  capacity 
being  approximately  1 00 
students.  The  cost  of  living 
in  the  new  residence  hall 
and  name  is  still  unknown. 


Wachovia's  Money  Crisis  Impacts  WNEC 


By  Kathryn  Guerra 

Staff  Writer 

On  Sept  29,  2008 
Wachovia  Corp.  froze  $9.3 
billion  in  holdings  from  the 
Commonfrind  Short  Term 
Fund.  Over  900  colleges, 
including  Western  New 
England  College  [WNEC] 
deposited  revenues,  tuition 
and  fees  into  the  fund  and, 
for  several  weeks  in  Octo- 
ber, could  not  access  that 
money. 

The  Commofund, 
according  to  the  company's 
website,  is  a  "nonprofit  in- 
vestment manager"  for  aca- 
demic and  nonprofit  institu- 
tions such  as  hospitals,  mu- 
seums, libraries  and  various 
foundations. 

In  an  email  dated 
October  17.  2008,  col- 
lege president  Dr.  Anthony 
S.  Caprio  disclosed  that 
WNEC  had  over  $26  mil- 
lion deposited  in  the  Com- 
montlind.  Dr.  Caprio  be- 
came aware  that  the  account 
was  frozen  through  a  mass- 
email  sent  out  by  Wachovia 


Hopefully  Wachovia  can  re 
time. 

Picture:  Wachovia 

on  September  29,  2008. 

According  to  Wil- 
1  iam  J .  Kel  leher.  Vice 
President  of  Finance  and 
Administration  for  WNEC, 
Wachovia  froze  the  account 
as  "it  needed  some  plan- 
ning time  to  better  describe 
to  investors  how  they  were 
going  to  proceed  in  an  eco- 
nomic crisis  that  had  hit 
people  so  quickly... What  I 
suspect  is  that  on  one  par- 
ticular day  there  was  an  is- 


solve  its  other  issues  in  due 


sue  they  needed  to  address 
and  resolve  -  [Wachovia] 
needed  to  draw  up  a  plan 
[and]  freeze  the  account 
[and]  figure  out  how  they 
were  going  to  communicate 
to  investors  the  schedule  of 
release  of  those  assets." 

Wachovia  spokes- 
woman Laura  Fay.  in  an 
interview  with  the  Chron- 
icle of  Higher  Education, 
said  that  the  bank  restricted 
withdrawals  of  funds  in  or- 


der to  ensure  an  "orderly 
liquidation."  According  to 
Fay,  the  freeze  prevented 
colleges  from  withdrawing 
all  of  their  money  at  once 
thereby  emptying  the  fund. 

Initially  colleges 
were  granted  access  to  only 
10  percent  of  their  funds 

-  the  value  of  securities  that 
had  matured.  As  of  October 
17.  Dr.  Caprio  reported  that 
over  40  percent  of  funds 
had  been  made  available 

-  amounting  to  almost  $13 
million.  He  predicted  that 
by  December  31.  2009  74 
percent  of  funds  will  be  re- 
turned but  "hope[d]  that  the 
schedule  for  distribution 
will  be  accelerated."  Kelle- 
her  fully  expects  the  coiiege 
to  receive  the  money  back. 
His  only  concern  is  the  tim- 
ing of  the  dispersement  and 
how  the  college  manages 
everyday  operations  going 
forward,  especially  in  the 
face  of  current  endowment 
losses. 

WNEC's  endow- 
Cominued  on  page  3. 
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Interested  in  Writing 

The  Westerner  is  al 
ways  looking  for  writers, 
whether  you  are  an  ac- 
complished journalist  or 
just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  8:00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  in  Rivers  105. 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces 
sarily  represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner. 
Westerner  reserves 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations 
grammar,  and  content 


WNEC's  creative  writing  program  flourishes 


By  Adie  Giguere 

Staff  Writer 


Western  New  England 
College's  Creative  Writing 
major,  new  as  of  Fall  2006, 
saw  it's  very  first  graduate 
this  past  Spring  2008.  Gar- 
rett Hall,  the  debut  graduate, 
led  the  way  for  the  approxi- 
mately thirty  WNEC  Cre- 
ative Writing  majors  who 
are  currently  working  to- 
ward the  same  goal.  WNEC 
searched  and  hired  valuable 
additions  to  the  English  de- 
partment in  light  of  this  new 
program,  including  critical- 
ly-acclaimed novelist  Pearl 
Abraham  and  published 
poet  Daniel  Mahoney 

"The  small  class 
size  allow  for  more  one- 
on-one  time  with  your  pro- 
fessors, who  are  published 
writers  and  poets.  As  a  Cre- 
ative Writing  major,  who 
wouldn't  want  to  be  taught 
by  a  published  writer?"  says 
junior  Creative  Writing  ma- 
jor Liz  Collins. 

Creative  Writing 


programs  are  growing  na- 
tionwide, and  after  pre- 
liminary research,  which 
yielded  that  high  school  Ju- 
niors taking  the  PSATs  were 
twice  as  interested  in  study- 
ing Creative  Writing  over 


and  joined  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Writing  Pro- 
grams. 

What  makes  a  Cre- 
ative Writing  major  differ- 
ent from  an  English  major 
is  the  focus  on  learning  "the 


WNEC's  Creative  Writing  Program  is  gaining  momentum. 
Picture:  Taiany  Goulart 


English,  the  English  Depart- 
ment at  WNEC  decided  to 
make  some  changes.  Lead 
by  Department  Chair  Chip 
Rhodes,  Creative  Writing 
became  a  WNEC  program 


craft".  These  students  take 
American  and  British  Liter- 
ature courses,  but  combine 
those  with  several  writing 
workshops  where  they  are 
often  able  to  work  closely 


with  professors  and  peers 
on  the  structure  and  editing 
of  their  writing. 

bitemships  during 
Creative    Writing  under- 
graduate study  are  a  key 
part  of  the  learning,  too,  es- 
pecially when  realizing  the 
kinds  of  writing  students 
can  see  themselves  doing, 
and  in  what  kind  of  work- 
place. Rhodes  has  advised 
numerous    internships  in 
the  English  department  and 
says  that  some  "have  led  di- 
rectly to  jobs."  After  literary 
study  and  extensive  practice 
of  craft,  Creative  Writing 
students  will  add  internship 
work,  "a  crucial  part  of  that 
bridging  process"  between 
study  and  jobs  for  Cre- 
ative Writing  majors,  says 
Rhodes.  Learning  to  write 
in  many  genres  through 
smdy  and  internships  opens 
the  door  to  careers  not  only 
in  professional  writing  but, 
in    business,  advertising, 
public  relations,  and  techni- 
cal writing. 


Six  cures  for  college  insomnia 


By  Noah  Mitchell 

Staff  Writer 


According  to  Web- 
ster's Dictionary  the  defi- 
nition of  insomnia  is  "the 
inability  to  obtain  sufficient 
sleep,  esp.  when  chronic; 
difficulty  in  falling  or  stay- 
ing asleep;  sleeplessness." 
Not  surprisingly,  most  col- 
lege students  fall  into  this 
category,  with  Western  New 
England  College  students 
being  no  exception.  Due 
to   demanding  schedules, 
various  social  activities  and 
clubs,  and  varying  class 
times,  college  students  are 
one  of  the  most  susceptible 
groups  of  the  population  to 
fall  victim.  As  a  result  of 
such  poor  sleep  habits  one 
can  expect  to  find  them- 
selves at  higher  risk  for 
physical  and  mental  heath 
problems  including  obesity, 
issues  regarding  blood  pres- 
sure and  memory ,  difficulty 
with  memory,  and  decreased 
logical/critical  thinking.  In 
addition  it  creates  problems 
with  focus  and  concentra- 
tion, a  valuable  fiinction  to 
lose  in  a  college  students 
life.  However  the  Univer- 
sity of  Colorado's  student 
wellness  group  have  come 


Many  students  have  a  hard  lime  sleeping 
Picture:  Google 


up  with  a  few  tips  to  help 
prevent  students  fi'om  be- 
coming a  victim  to  insom- 
nia or  any  form  of  sleep  de- 
privation; 

Routine:  Having  a  con- 
sistent bedtime  routine  is 
very  important  to  getting 
enough  sleep.  It  may  include 
turning  off  the  TV,  radio,  or 
computer  half  an  hour  be- 
fore bed,  taking  a  shower  or 
bath,  or  reading 

(NOT  your  text  book). 
Also,  try  to  go  to  bed  and 


wake  up  at  the  same  time 
every  day,  even  on  the 
weekend.  Keeping  track  of 
your  sleeping  habits  may 
help  you  form  a  routine. 

Exercise:  Getting  ex- 
ercise during  the  day  will 
make  falling  asleep  at  night 
easier,  although  exercising 
within  2-3  hours  of  going  to 
sleep  will  actually  make  it 
harder  for  you  to  sleep. 

What  You  Use  Your 
Bed  For:  Even  in  small 
dorm  rooms,  avoid  watch- 


ing TV,  studying,  working, 
or  reading  in  your  bed.  Only 
use  it  for  sleep  and  sex. 

Don't  Dwell:  If  it's 
possible,  don't  think  about 
not  being  able  to  sleep,  what 
time  it  is,  how  many  hours 
you  have  left  to  sleep,  etc. 
Doing  so  may  lead  to  in- 
creased stress  and  anxiety. 
If  you  can't  get  to  sleep  after 
lying  in  bed  for  half  an  hour, 
get  up  and  do  something  re- 
laxing until  you  feel  ready 
to  fall  asleep  again. 

Timing  is  Everything: 
Try  planning  ahead  and 
avoid  procrastinating  so 
that  you're  not  in  a  posi- 
tion in  which  you  have  no 
choice  but  to  stay  up  all 
night  studying  for  an  exam 
or  finishing  a  paper. 

To  Nap  or  Not  to  Nap?: 
If  it's  just  not  possible  to  get 
a  fiill  night's  sleep,  try  tak- 
ing a  quick  20-30  minute 
nap  in  the  early  afternoon  to 
help  you  get  through  the  rest 
of  the  day  If  you  feel  lazy 
for  taking  naps,  just  think  of 
all  the  countries  in  the  world 
that  have  scheduled  mid-af- 
ternoon siestas. 
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Tapestry  health  HIV  tests 


By  Thomas  Kantner 

Staff  Writer 

On  November  6'^, 
Tapestry  Health  offered 
free  HIV  testing  at  WNEC's 
Health  Services.  With  ex- 
pectations of  conducting 
over  1 00  tests.  Tapestry  vol- 
unteers swabbed  and  finger 
pricked  students  all  after- 
noon. This  event  was  an  at- 
tempt to  get  students  to  go 
get  tested,  many  of  which 
whom  have  never  been  test- 
ed before. 

Tapestry  Health  is  a 
non-profit  organization  that 
has  been  around  for  the  past 
35  years  with  sites  in  all  4 
counties  of  Western  Mas- 
sachusetts. They  offer  many 
services  for  men  and  wom- 
en which  include  HIV  test- 
ing, STI  testing  and  treat- 
ment, female  reproductive 
healthcare,  and  programs 
for  men  who  have  sex  with 
men.  Tapestry  also  conducts 


a  comprehensive  outreach 
program  with  their  36ft 
motor  home.  The  outreach 
program  travels  through 
Springfield  and  Holyoke  of- 
fering various  services. 

It  is  said  that  there 
is  an  overall  low  percentage 
of  HIV  positive  students  in 
college.  However,  the  good 
thing  about  catching  the  vi- 
rus in  the  college  age  group 
is  that  treatment  can  become 
more  habitual  and  routine 
followed  by  reviews  of  be- 
havioral risks  with  counsel- 


For  more  information 
on  Tapestry  Health,  their 
services,  and  educational 
materials,  please  refer  to 
http://www.tapestryhealth. 


org/. 


Programming  is  not  a  spectator  sport. 


By  Sara  Sullivan 

Staff  Writer 


Every  year  CAB  (Cam- 
pus Activities  Board)  and 
RHA  (Residence  Hall  As- 
sociation) attend  NACA 
(National  Association  for 
Campus  Activities)  to  meet 
with  other  schools  and  ven- 
dors who  are  to  get  them- 
selves small  venues.  This 
past  month  a  group  of  in- 
volved WNEC  students  and 
advisors  attended  this  year's 
NACA  Conference  in  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut.  Many 
fun  and  unique  events  are 
put  on  around  our  campus 
nearly  every  week.  The  ma- 
jority of  our  events  are  put 
together  by  students  with 
the  clubs/organizations  here 
at  Western  New  England 
College.  Even  though  many 
of  our  students  come  up 
with  amazing  ideas  for  our 
campus'  events,  NACA  is  a 
great  opportunity  to  listen  to 


performers,  learn  publiciz- 
ing techniques  from  other 
schools,  and  even  meet  fa- 
mous people  like  Mr.  field- 
ing from  the  well-know 
early  90's  show  "Saved  by 
the  Bell". 

There  were  several 
components  to  the  confer- 
ence which  included  lec- 
tures, magicians,  educa- 
tional programs,  and  show- 
cases. Ashley  Koundry  the 
Spirit  Chair  of  CAB  talked 
about  different  ways  to  ad- 
vertise events,  such  as  pub- 
licizing in  bathrooms,  in 
residence  halls,  and  "it  pays 
to  know";  which  is,  that  if 
you  get  asked  what  event 
is  coming  up  and  happen  to 
know,  you  could  win  a  gift 
certificate.  Marissa  Massa, 
also  a  member  of  CAB, 
and  the  new  Small  Concerts 
Chair,  went  to  a  lot  of  show- 
cases and  mentioned  pos- 
sible bands  coming  to  cam- 


pus including,  Jeff  Lablanc, 
Alex  Schien,  and  Within  the 
Eddy.  Ashley  Sherkus  the 
new  Vice  President  of  CAB 
commented  about  how  she 
enjoyed  going  and  speak- 
ing with  other  schools  about 
how  they  have  the  same 
challenges  with  late  night 
programs  such  as  our  FRI- 
DAYS and  seeing  high  at- 
tendances at  other  events. 
Also,  during  the  conference 
WNEC  won  best  poster  for 
a  school  of  5000  students  or 
more. 

Be  sure  to  come  par- 
ticipate in  the  events  on 
campus  and  if  you  want  to 
be  even  more  involved  you 
can  always  join  CAB,  RifA 
or  any  other  club  that  in- 
terests you.  If  you  get  in- 
volved now,  next  year  you 
could  be  one  chosen  to  at- 
tend NACA. 


Wachovia  Continued 

ment,  which  peaked  at  $48.5 
million  a  year  ago,  has  since 
"decreased  markedly"  jeop- 
ardizing potential  financial 
aid  for  students.  College  of- 
ficials have  the  doubly-hard 
task  of  encouraging  student 
enrollment  with  less  finan- 
cial-aid to  go  around. 

WNEC  may  be 
forced  to  allocate  more 
money  than  it  would  like  to 
financial  aid  in  an  effort  to 
retain  current  students  and 
attract  new  ones.  Because 
99  percent  of  the  college's 


operational  fees  are  funded 
through  student  tuition,  a 
decline  in  students  could 
mean  a  decrease  in  funding 
for  future  operating  budgets. 
According  to  Dr.  Caprio, 
the  college  regularly  loses 
25  percent  of  its  freshman 
class.  He  is  clearly  aware  of 
the  tenuous  relationship  be- 
tween college  and  student, 
stating  "no  students,  no  tu- 
ition revenue,  no  College." 

One  way  the  college 
hopes  to  combat  low  levels 
of  retention  is  through  its 
professors,  whom  Dr.  Caprio 
has  asked  to  help  ensure  the 


retention  of  all  students.  He 
urged  faculty  to  "pay  close 
attention  to  your  students" 
writing  that  "if  they  are  hav- 
ing difficulty  with  course 
work,  help  them  in  every 
way  you  can." 

Dr.  Caprio  sighted  sev- 
eral measures  WNEC  would 
have  to  implement  to  curb 
costs,  including  the  review 
of  all  currently  unfilled 
faculty  positions  and  areas 
with  large  expenditures. 
"A  lot  of  cases,  particularly 
with  higher  education,  do  a 
hiring  freeze  rather  than  a 
layoff  because  there  are  cer- 


tain standards  of  quality  that 
institutions  want  to  main- 
tain," said  Kelleher.  He  en- 
couraged faculty  to  reduce 
"turnover  and  replacement 
kind  of  hiring,"  such  as  the 
re-hiring  of  part-time  and 
adjunct  faculty. 

While  the  situation  has 
proved  stressful  for  faculty 
and  staff  alike,  Kelleher 
was  always  confident  in  the 
ability  of  WNEC  to  survive 
the  so-called  financial  crisis 
-  "1  never  was  worried  that 
the  college  would  not  sur- 
vive this  -  never  a  fieeting 
moment  of  thought  -  it's  a 


good  strong  community... if 
I  could  dispel  that  rumor  I'd 
be  happy  to  do  it." 

The  management  of 
Commonfiind  by  Wachovia, 
which  Kelleher  described  as 
"adequate,"  was  dissolved 
in  October.  It  is  currently  in 
talks  with  State  Street  Bank 
out  of  Boston  to  begin  an 
informal  trustee  relation- 
ship. Kelleher  stated  that 
WNEC  would  not  be  using 
the  Commonfiind  through 
State  Street  Bank  and  that 
the  college  is  keeping  its 
options  open. 


«  PUBLIC  SAFE'IT  BMm'ER  f 


WNEC  Public 
Safety  Mission 
"Statement 

"The  primaiy  mis- 
sion of  the  Western 
New  England  College 
Department  of  Public 
Safety  is  to  protect  life 
and  property.  Fulfill- 
ing our  obligations  to 
the  College  Communi- 
ty, we  enforce  Federal, 
State  and  Local  Laws 
as  well  as  College 
rules  and  regulations. 
We  are  dedicated  to  the 
prevention  and  detec- 
tion of  crime.  We  rec- 


ognize our  responsibili- 
ty to  preserve  individual 
rights  and  afford  dignity 
and  respect  to  every  in- 
dividual. 

We  are  committed 
to  being  responsive  to 
our  College  Community 
in  the  delivery  of  quali- 
ty services.  We  provide 
comprehensive  security 
and  law  enforcement 
services  to  the  com- 
munity that  enables  a 
member  to  pursue  aca- 
demic goals,  intellectu- 
al pursuits,  and  to  live, 
work,  and  study  in  an 


environment  of  safety 
and  security. 

We  offer  emergen- 
cy medical  services,  24 
hours  a  day.  Our  staff 
can  provide  a  wide  vari- 
ety of  programs  to  edu- 
cate students  on  such 
issues  as  crime  preven- 
tion, date  rape,  and  al- 
cohol /  drug  awareness. 
Our  objective  is  to  im- 
prove the  quality  of  life 
through  community 
partnership,  which  pro- 
motes a  safe  and  secure 
campus." 


Crime  Prevention 
Tips  for  your 
vehicle. 

-  Always  lock  your 
car  doors  and  make  sure 
the  windows  are  rolled 
up. 

-  Don't  leave  any 
valuables  laying  in  your 
car  that  someone  walk- 
ing by  might  see.  Re- 
move money,  wallets, 
purses,  CD  holders,  ra- 
dar detectors,  and  cell 
phones. 

-  If  you  have  an  af- 


termarket  stereo  with  a 
removable  face  plate, 
remove  it  and  take  it 
with  you.  Your  car  is 
less  nkely  to  be  bro- 
ken into  if  a  thief  can't 
see  aftermarket  stereo 
equipment. 

Don't  leave 
your  keys  in  the  car, 
or  leave  your  car  run- 
ning... even  for  a  few 
minutes.  Cars  can  be 
stolen  in  less  than  a 
minute  without  keys... 
even  quicker  if  the 
car's  already  running. 


H>H>w.H>nec.e<lu/dps   Officer  Bernie  St.  George;  WNEC PD 
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Respected  WNEC  biology  professor  to  retire 


Katie  Guerra 

Staff  Writer 


Professor  Gail 
Fletcher,  a  veteran  of  West- 
em  New  England  College's 
biology  department  plans  to 
retire  at  the  end  of  this  se- 
mester. For  her,  teaching  at 
WNEC  has  been  a  wonder- 
ftil  and  life  changing  experi- 
ence. 

Twenty-three  years 
ago  Professor  Fletcher  was 
fresh  out  of  graduate  school 
and  looking  for  a  job.  She 
applied  to  institutions  all 
over  the  country.  The  first 
that  replied  back  was  WNEC 
which  she  admitted  to  never 
having  heard  of 

WNEC  "invited  me  up 
here  for  a  visit  and  an  in- 
terview," explained  Profes- 
sor Fletcher,  "  I  came  here 
and  I  met  the  people  and 
they're  all  the  same  people: 
Lorraine  Sartori,  Bob  Hold- 
sworth,  and  they  were  very 
nice  and  it  just  looked  like  a 
nice  place  to  be." 

Originally  a  high  school 
science  teacher.  Professor 


Fletcher  might  have  contin- 
ued teaching  high  school  if 
not  for  an  impromptu  move 
to  Dallas,  Texas.  "I  started 
applying  for  teaching  jobs 
there  but  it  was  a  little  late, 
so  I  was  applying  to  lab 
jobs,  and  anything  that  sort 
of  sounded  right,"  she  said. 
Getting  a  job  as  a  lab  assis- 
tant she  was  introduced  to 
her  first-love:  microbiology. 
"I  got  the  notion  that  I  found 
that  part  of  biology  really 
interesting,"  said  Professor 
Fletcher. 

The  transition  from 
public  school  teacher  to 
college  professor  was  a  dif- 
ficult one.  Hired  to  teach 
microbiology,  a  recumbent 
DNA  class  along  with  intro- 
ductory biology.  Professor 
Fletcher  found  herself  learn- 
ing along  with  her  students. 

"I  did  not  know  the 
human  biology  stuff, 
about  how  the  blood  flows 
through  the  heart  and  what 
the  kidneys  do.  My  doctor- 
ate was  in  microbiology  and 
bacteria  don't  have  those 
things." 


I  got  comfortable 
enough  being  in  front  of  a 
class  when  I  was  teaching 
high  school,"  she  said,  "now 
I  just  wanted  to  be  sure  that 
I  talked  about  what  I  wanted 
to  talk  about.  I'd  go  in  and 
do  the  labs  ahead  of  time 
so  1  would  know  what  was 
supposed  to  happen,  be- 
cause these  were  things  I 
had  never  learned." 

And  she  found  her- 
self balancing  a  hectic  work 
schedule  with  being  a  moth- 
er to  three  young  children. 
"The  first  day  of  school  [at 
WNEC]  my  husband  was  in 
New  Haven  starting  school 
at  Yale  and  I  had  the  three 
kids  and  an  eight  o'clock 
class." 

Rushing  to  drop  her  two 
eldest  children  off  at  day 
care  and  leave  the  yoimg- 
est  with  a  sitter,  Professor 
Fletcher  fell,  cutting  her 
leg  open.  Hastily  covering 
the  wound  with  a  band-aid 
(helpfully  provided  by  the 
babysitter)  she  proceeded  to 
teach  her  first  class. 

"Afterwards  I  called 
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health  services.  I  had  just 
gotten  on  the  health  plan 
here  at  WNEC  and  I  got 
several  stitches.  So  I  taught 
my  first  class  with  blood 
running  down  my  leg." 

Old  war  wounds  aside. 
Professor  Fletcher  has  found 
her  experience  at  WNEC 
to  be  enjoyable.  And  de- 
spite being  an  avid  Texan 
a  "Don't  Mess  with  Texas" 
bumper  sticker  is  haphaz- 
ardly affixed  to  a  filing  cabi- 
net in  the  back  of  her  office. 
Professor  Fletcher  has  loved 
living  in  Springfield.  Living 
only  one  mile  from  campus, 
ostensibly  because  she  and 
her  husband  were  afraid  of 
the  wintertime  commute, 
she  has  come  to  feel  a  part 
of  the  community. 

"One  of  the  funniest 
experiences  1  had  was  when 
I  got  on  the  Springfield  city 
bus  and  a  student  looked  up, 
saw  me  and  gasped  'I've 
never  seen  a  WNEC  faculty 
member  on  the  city  bus  be- 
fore. I  hadn't  thought  about 
that  -  it  was  just  a  different 
sort  of  feeling." 

Professor  Fletcher  and 
her  husband  -  who  teaches 
at  the  University  of  Southern 
Maine  [USM]  -  also  have  a 
home  in  Portland.  After  her 
retirement  in  January,  she 
plans  on  moving  up  to  Port- 
land and  working  with  him 
on  his  various  grants. 

"He's  got  a  grant  from 
the  National  Science  Foun- 
dation that  sends  gradu- 
ate students  out  to  high 
schools,"  taking  science 
programs  into  those  schools. 
"And  he's  got  a  new  grant 
where  we're  bringing  kin- 
dergarten through  twelfth 
grade  teachers  to  USM  to 
teach  them  about  molecular 
biology." 


Malcontent  with 
"sitting  around  and  knit- 
ting," Professor  Fletcher 
will  be  teaching  teachers 
molecular  biology. 

"Teaching  teachers 
is  really  neat  because  they're 
interesting,  they're  interest- 
ed and  they're  enthusiastic. 
We  saw  a  need  for  teachers 
to  know  more  about  micro- 
biology and  things  like  that 
and  to  talk  about  it  in  their 

While  she'll  still  be 
busy,  she  hopes  that  retire- 
ment "will  give  me  a  little 
more  time  to  be  creative." 
Her  creativity  is  currently 
being  put  to  work  designing 
posters  featuring  famous 
scientists  throughout  his- 
tory. 

"Kids  don't  know 
who  scientists  are,  so  I've 
started  putting  together  little 
page  sized  posters  for  vari- 
ous scientists.  It  would  be 
something  teachers  could 
put  up  on  their  walls  and 
talk  about." 

Professor  Fletcher 
is  one  of  thr^e  WNEC  biol- 
ogy professors  to  be  retiring 
in  the  next  year  and  a  half. 
"The  people  that  have  been 
here  have  been  here  a  long 
time.  I'm  sort  of  the  new  kid 
on  the  block  and  I've  been 
here  twenty  three  years.  Pro- 
fessor Holdsworth  was  here 
by  himself  first  and  used  to 
teach  everything,  he's  been 
here  thirty  five  years  or  lon- 
ger" 

This  represents  a  ma- 
jor shake-up  in  the  depart- 
ment but  Professor  Fletcher 
is  optimistic  that  things 
will  "probably  be  fine.  The 
people  retiring  are  doing  all 
the  interviewing  and  they're 
looking  for  the  same  kind  of 
quality  that  has  been  here." 


J5    iTunes  Top  Fives    J  «.^«K.<^i.Gig„.r. 

Top  5  Songs:  |H 

1 .  Single  Ladies  (Put  A  Ring  On  It)  -  Beyonce 

2.  Just  Dance  -  Lady  GaGa  &  Colby  O'Donis 

3.  Love  Lockdown  -  Kanye  West 

4.  If  I  Were  A  Boy  -  Beyonce 

5.  You  Found  Me  -  The  Fray 

iTum 

Writer 's  Song  Pick:  Hallelujah  -  Jeff  Buckley  ff^ar 

Piclur 

s  m  Album:  808s  & 
break  -  Kanye  West 

c:  Google 

Top  5  Albums: 

1 . 808s  &  Heartbreak  -  Kanye  West 

2.  Twilight  (Soundtrack)  -  Various  Artists 

3.  Day  &  Age -The  Killers 

4.  Prospekt's  March  -  Coldplay 

5.  Circus  -  Britney  Spears 

Writer 's  Album  Pick:  I  '11  Be  Home  For 
Christmas  -  Brian  McKnight 
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ENTERTAmMENT 


Freshman  Council  rock  band  tournament 


Ashley  Reynolds 

Staff  Writer 

Thursday  Dec.  4th 
beheld  an  evening  where 
a  plastic  guitar  became  a 
genuine  Gibson  and  video 
games  were  highways  to 
rock  star  celebrity.  People 
piled  into  the  lounge  outside 
of  Java  City  in  the  Campus 
Center,  transforming  it  into 
a  concert  stage.  The  Rock 
Band  tournament  gathered 
twelve  teams  to  compete  at 
three  different  levels  of  play. 
Gleeftil  shouts  and  hope- 
ful yowls  could  be  heard 
amongst  the  playing  of  clas- 
sic and  popular  rock  songs, 
but  rock  stars  were  not  the 
only  gamers  present.  Oth- 
ers filed  in,  playing  various 
games  on  the  other  fifteen 
available  screens.  In  order 
to  play  on  the  other  screens, 
a  two  dollar  donation  was 
suggested  to  go  towards 
charity,  but  also  to  get  the 


donator  a  raffle  ticket  to  win 
the  game  Rock  Band.  After 
several  intense  battles  to  the 
top  of  the  brackets,  the  win- 
ning teams  in  each  bracket 
were  decided.  Each  mem- 
ber of  each  team  received  a 
prize  for  their  win,  the  prizes 
increasing  in  value  to  corre- 
spond with  the  increases  in 
difficulty  for  each  bracket. 
The  prizes  were  handed  out 
during  the  night's  finale  and 
there  was  a  performance  by 
the  band  Gone  by  Daylight. 
This  quirky  band  livened 
up  the  Rock  Cafe,  bringing 
pop  rock  to  WNEC  in  a  new 
and  big  way.  Their  catchy 
tunes  and  rocker  antics  (a 
drummer  with  enough  pep 
for  the  entire  band)  enter- 
tained the  crowd.  As  Gone 
by  Daylight's  set  wrapped 
up,  people  cheered  the  en- 
tire event,  loving  the  coali- 
tion of  Rock  Band  and  a  real 
band  and  the  fun-filled  har- 
mony it  produced. 


Picture:  Nicole  Palange 


Top  5  Christmas  albums  you  should  own 


Adie  Giguere 

Staff  Writer 


One  of  my  best 
fi-iends  recently  told  me  that 
he  doesn't  like  Christmas 
music.  His  reasoning:  It  all 
sounds  the  same.  Thinking 
about  it,  I  couldn't  disagree, 
but  I  did  have  a  few  sugges- 
tions that  he  even  admitted 
to  liking.  As  we  go  off  on 
break,  I  thought  I'd  leave 
you  with  my  top  five  recom- 
mendations for  the  Christ- 
mas albums  you  should  be 
listening  to  this  holiday  sea- 
son. 

First  and  foremost, 
one  of  the  best  Christmas 
albums  of  all  time  is  Mari- 
ah  Carey's  Merry  Christ- 
mas. This  album  came  out 
in  1994  and  it  still  makes 
the  charts  for  sales  every 
single  holiday  season.  Run- 
ning only  ten  tracks  long, 
it's  not  too  much  for  some- 
one who's  not  really  into 
Christmas  music.  "Merry 
Christmas"  has  all  the  clas- 
sic songs  performed  by  the 
unbelievable  range  that  is 
Carey  and  accompanied  by 
a  gospel  choir.  "All  I  Want 
For  Christmas  Is  You"  is 
a  holiday  standard.  If  you 
still  haven't  purchased  this 
album,  this  year  it's  neces- 
sary. 

Another  personal 
holiday  favorite  of  mine 


is  the  soundtrack  to  A 
Charlie  Brown  Christmas, 
performed  by  the  Vince 
Guaraldi  Trio.  The  jazzy 
instrumental  tracks  of  this 


Picture:  Google 
album  not  only  remind 
you  of  a  great  childhood 
movie,  but  they  immedi- 
ately put  you  in  the  holiday 
mood.  Plus,  every  once  in 
a  while  you  get  a  little  clip 
of  Charlie  Brown  and  his 
friends  singing.  Throw  this 
on  in  the  background  while 
you're  decorating  the  house 
or  wrapping  gifts,  and  no 
doubt  everyone  in  the  fam- 
ily will  love  it. 

This  next  one  may 
surprise  you,  but  it's  been  a 
hit  in  my  family  for  years. 
N'Sync's  "Home  For 
Christmas"  is  in  my  top  five 
Christmas  albums  for  more 
reason  than  my  middle 
school  obsession  with  them. 
You  can't  tell  anyone  hon- 
estly that  you  don't  love  a 
good  jam  session  to  "Merry 
Christmas,  Happy  Holi- 
days." Also,  N'Sync's  five 
part  harmony  works  so  well. 


especially  in  theira  cappella 
version  of  "O  Holy  Night." 
Forgive  my  boy  band  flash- 
back, but  this  album  is  le- 
git- 

Next,  not  a  full  al- 
bum exactly,  but  Michael 
Buble's  Christmas  EP  "Let 
It  Snow"  is  definitely  worth 
the  mention.  His  voice  is 
flawless  and  absolutely 
classic  as  far  as  Christmas 
songs  go,  giving  off  that  Nat 
King  Cole  vibe.  I'm  not  sure 
how  many  stores  you'll  be 
able  to  track  this  short  one 
down  at,  but  it  is  available 
on  iTunes. 

Finally,  several  new 
Christmas  albums  are  re- 
leased each  year,  and  it's  of- 
ten difficult  to  choose  which 
ones  are  worth  the  buy.  Like 
my  best  friend  said,  a  lot  of 
them  sound  the  same,  and  no 
one  really  needs  to  own  San- 
ta Hooked  Me  Up  by  B2k  (I 
may  or  may  not...  I'll  let  you 
decide).  In  2008  we  lucked 
out  and  got  a  new  classic: 
the  second  Christmas  album 
from  Brian  McKnight,  "I'll 
Be  Home  For  Christmas". 
His  first  Christmas  album, 
"Bethlehem",  is  great,  as 
well.  This  time  around  he 
features  a  few  other  artists 
on  his  tracks,  including  Josh 
Groban,  Vince  Gill,  and 
both  of  this  sons,  and  to  be 
honest,  I'd  recommend  any- 
thing Brian  McKnight  does. 


Westerner  Beer  Review 

Something  Close  to  Home 


By  Alex  O'toole  and  Gerrit  Petersons 

Staff  Writers 


For  this  week's  Beer 
Review,  since  it  has  felt 
more  like  fall  recently  with 
the  bitter  cold  weather  we 
have  all  experienced,  we 
decided  to  review  a  local 
beer:  Southhampton's  own 
Opa  Opa  Octoberfest  beer 
is  on  tap  this  week.  The 
beer  came  in  a  half  gallon 
jug  which  was  pretty  cool 
and  it  kind  of  made  us  think 
that  milk  men  should  be  re- 
placed with  beer  men.  The 
beer  itself  was  an  ale  that 
was  relatively  filling.  It  had 
the  distinct  spice  aftertaste 
that  is  crucial  to  an  October- 
fest beer.  We  are  not  quite 
sure  what  the  flavor  is  at  the 
end,  whether  it  is  nutmeg  or 
pumpkin  but  it  was  rather 
pleasant  yet  quite  confiis- 


ing.  The  spice  is  the  best 
part  of  this  beer  and  leaves 
your  palate  craving  that  nut- 
megish/pumpkinish  flavor. 
Next  week  when  you  get  a 
slice  of  your  mom's  famous 
pumpkin  pie  for  Thanksgiv- 
ing, have  this  beer  on  the 
side  to  complement  the  des- 
ert because  we  feel  a  beer 
goes  well  with  anything, 
even  if  Grandma  wonders 
why  you  drink  so  much. 


Opa  Opa  Octoberfest 
Rating 

■  II 

3.0/5  Beers 


By:  Adie  Giguere 

As  college  students,  we're  all  on  our  computers  everyday, 
whether  doing  work  for  school  or  just  creeping  on 
Facebook.  Keep  these  tips  in  mind  to  be  a  little  greener 
with  your  computer  use  TODAY: 

1.  Instead  of  printing  out  a  million  pages  of  research  for  a 
project,  try  to  read  articles  online  and  take  notes.  You'll 
save  paper  and  be  more  likely  to  actually  process  some 
of  that  research. 

2.  If  you  have  a  printer,  make  sure  you  recycle  empty 
cartridges! 

3.  Figure  out  which  professors  are  cool  with  you  sending 
your  assignments  over  Manhattan  rather  than  handing 
in  a  hard  copy. 

4.  Check  syllabi  and  study  PowerPoints  online  rather  than 
print  them  out. 

5.  Turn  off  your  laptop  overnight! 

Are  you  interested  in  keeping  WNEC  as  green  as  possible? 
Check  out  the  Global  Sustainability  Club!!  To  Join  or  attend 
meetings  email  Bruce  Clemens  for  more  infromation:  Bclem- 
ens@wnec.edu 
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OPIMIOn^ 


^defense  of  socialism  and  the  American  government 


By  Mike  Murray 

Editor 

Before  I  begin  I  would 
like  to  tfianlc  Jeremy  for 
his  article.  The  Westerner 
newspaper  always  encour- 
ages healthy,  open  dialogue 
in  the  spirit  of  bi-partisan- 
ship so  as  to  educate  and 
help  our  readers  form  well- 
informed  opinions.  In  the 
spirit  of  education,  I  believe 
a  few  clarifications  need  to 
be  made  so  as  to  clear  up  any 
misconceptions  about  Capi- 
talism, Socialism,  Marxism 
and  my  own  personal  opin- 
ions on  the  iruier  workings 
of  our  government,  it's  fail- 
ings and  it's  accomplish- 
ments. 

The  first  point  of  clari- 
fication is  the  definition  of 
Marxism  and  Socialism  that 
I  have  been  speaking  of  so 
as  to  clear  up  any  misin- 
terpretations of  the  politi- 
cal ideologies  at  hand.  The 
definition  of  Socialism  as 
stated  in  the  Communist 
Manifesto  is  as  follows, 
"They  want  to  improve  the 
condition  of  every  member 
of  society,  even  that  of  the 
most  favored.  Hence  they 
habitually  appeal  to  society 
at  large,  without  distinction 
of  class;  nay,  by  preference, 
to  the  ruling  class.  For  how 
can  people,  when  once  they 
understand  their  system,  fail 
to  see  in  it  the  best  possible 
plan  of  the  best  possible 
state  of  society  (Marx  and 
Engels)."  Marx  and  En- 
gels  continue  on  to  say,  "all 
these  proposals  point  sole- 
ly to  the  disappearance  of 
class  antagonisms..."  With 
the  aims,  goals  and  outline 
of  Socialism  and  Marxism 
clear  it  is  unequivocal  that 
this  political  philosophy 
aims  merely  to  better  soci- 
ety as  a  whole  and  cool  the 
heated  conflict  thatregularly 
ensues  between  the  working 
class  and  the  upper-middle/ 
upper  class  in  America. 

The  next  claim  that  need 
be  addressed  is  the  initial 
intention  of  my  first  article. 
The  purpose  of  my  opinion 
piece,  which  I  believe  was 
generally  missed,  is  that 
our  government  needs  to  in- 
corporate Socialist  aspects 
along  with  alt  other  political 
philosophies  so  as  to  make 
for  a  balanced  society  that 
takes  care  of  all  its  citizens. 
1  was  not  advocating  a  Com- 


munist government  nor  was 
I  implying  that  Communist 
governments  have  worked 
in  the  past,  I  was  merely 
pointing  out  that  it  needs  to 
be  acknowledged  that  some 
Socialist  theory  could  im- 
prove the  quality  of  life  of 
the  citizens  of  America  and 
that  Socialism  is  not  an  evil 
but  an  ideology,  just  as  Cap- 
italism is. 

This  brings  me  to  my 
last  point  of  clarification- 
labels  and  usage  of  the  term 
"Marxism"  and  "Socialism" 
in  America  and,  more  spe- 
cifically, Mr  Furrer's  arti- 
cle. Furrer  stated,  "...Marx- 
ism has  and  hasn't  done.  It 
has:  slaughtered  millions, 
impoverished  more,  crip- 
pled economies,  stunned 
innovation,  killed  competi- 
tion, lacked  essential  free- 
doms (right  to  free  speech, 
bear  arms,  religion  etc)..." 
What  1  believe  Jeremy  is 
referring  to  is  Communist 
Russia  and  the  terrible  re- 
sults of  the  Communist 
experiment  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union.  Throughout 
history  as  leaders  of  move- 
ments and  countries  change, 
so  do  philosophies  and,  in 
turn,  necessitating  a  change 
of  name.  The  injustices  and 
crimes  Jeremy  is  referring 
to  are  a  product  of  Lenin- 
ism, Trotskyism  and  Stalin- 
ism- the  Marxist  ideology 
as  adapted  and  elaborated 
upon  by  Russian  Commu- 
nist rulers  Vladmir  Lenin, 
Leon  Trotsky  and  Joseph 
Stalin.  Just  as  American 
presidents  have  their  own 
personal  doctrine's  (Reagan 
Doctrine,  Truman  Doctrine, 
Bush  Doctrine,  etc..)  for 
how  they  choose  to  execute 
the  philosophy  of  Ameri- 
can Capitalism,  Russian 
Communist  leaders  have 
their  own  philosophies  on 
how  they  choose  to  execute 
the  philosophy  known  as 
Socialism.  Let  it  be  clear, 
throughout  my  writing  1 
have  and  am  referring  to  the 
previously  defined  philoso- 
phy of  Socialism,  not  any  of 
the  aforementioned  meth- 
ods of  execution. 

With  definitions  and 
clarifications  out  of  the  way, 
a  few  refutations  need  to  be 
made  to  further  elaborate  on 
the  benefits  of  Socialist  prin- 
ciples. In  his  article  Furter 
misapplies  the  idea  of  redis- 
tributed wealth  by  relating 


it  to  America's  current  for- 
eign outsourcing  problem, 
claiming  that  the  practice 
of  redistribution  "makes  it 
impossible  to  keep  jobs  in 
America."  First  of  all,  the 
idea  of  outsourcing  is  a 
Capitalist  idea  that  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  redistributing 
wealth  in  society,  being  that 
by  shipping  jobs  overseas 
the  CEO's  are  making  more 
money  because  they  do  not 
have  to  pay,  as  Furrer  states, 
"capital  gains  taxes,  corpo- 
rate taxes,  payroll  taxes  and 
probably  many  other  tax- 
es..." Where  is  this  money 
saved  from  outsourcing  go- 
ing? Not  into  American's 
pockets.  It  isn't  employee's 
that  end  up  paying  the  ma- 
jority of  these  tax's,  it  is  the 
companies  profit  and  the 
executives  gains  that  are 
impacted.  Socialism  would 
expressly  speak  out  against 
this  practice  because  out- 
sourcing treats  people  as  a 
Commodity-  using  them  as 
a  means  to  a  financially  or 
productively  advantageous 
end.  Marx,  in  speaking 
about  Capitalist  treatment  of 
labor,  states,  "All  that  con- 
cerns it  is  simply  and  solely 
the  maximum  of  labor  pow- 
er that  can  be  rendered  flu- 
ent in  a  work  day."  Doesn't 
it  seem  inhumane  that  peo- 
ple, American  employee's, 
can  merely  be  tossed  aside 
for  the  sake  of  company 
profit?  Socialism  (an  active 
advocate  for  labor  unions) 
has  always  looked  out  for 
the  worker  and  would  pro- 
tect a  worker's  right  to  keep 
his  job  instead  of  having  it 
outsourced. 

The  next  core  concern 
that  1  will  address  is  Jeremy's 
claim  about  the  doomed  fate 
of  Social  Security.  The  2008 
Old  Age  Survivors  and  Dis- 
abilities Insurance  (OASDI) 
Trustees  board,  a  board  set 
up  by  the  Social  Security 
Administration  to  make  fli- 
ture  predictions  on  the  fate 
of  Social  Security,  does  not 
predict  Social  Security  to 
fail  for  another  75  years.  The 
report  states,  "  Under  the  in- 
termediate assumptions,  the 
OASDI  cost  rate  is  projected 
to  increase  rapidly  and  first 
exceed  the  income  rate  in 
2017,  producing  cash-flow 
deficits  thereafter  Redemp- 
tion of  trust  fund  assets  will 
allow  continuation  of  full 
benefit  payments  on  a  time- 


ly basis  until  2041,  when 
the  trust  funds  are  projected 
to  become  exhausted.  This 
redemption  process  will  re- 
quire a  flow  of  cash  from 
the  General  Fund  of  the 
Treasury.  Pressures  on  the 
Federal  Budget  will  thus 
emerge  well  before  2041. 
Even  if  a  trust  fund's  assets 
are  exhausted,  however, 
tax  income  will  continue  to 
flow  into  the  fund.  Present 
tax  rates  are  projected  to 
be  sufficient  to  pay  78  per- 
cent of  scheduled  benefits 
after  trust  fund  exhaustion 
in  2041  and  75  percent  of 
scheduled  benefits  in  2082." 
In  other  words,  the  current 
Social  Security  program 
will  not  become  "exhaust- 
ed" until  2041.  Well  before 
this  the  Federal  Budget  will 
have  pressure  put  on  them  to 
fund  the  program  but  even 
if  the  pressure  is  not  applied 
and  there  are  no  trust  fund 
assets  the  income  tax  by 
this  point  (based  on  the  cur- 
rent progression  of  income 
taxation)  will  be  enough  to 
support  the  program.  Mr 
Furrer  stated  that  the  Baby 
Boom  generation  is  going  to 
wipe  out  the  Social  Security 
program  due  to  an  imbal- 
ance of  revenue  to  workers. 
According  to  the  Trustee 
report,  the  cost  of  Social 
Security  is  predicted  to  rise 
rapidly  until  2030  in  which 
all  Baby  Boomers  are  then 
eligible  for  assistance.  The 
cost  of  Social  Security  will 
then  rise  slowly  for  the  next 
five  years  and  then  stabilize 
for  the  35  years  following. 
This  is  accomplished  by  the 
decrease  in  death  rate  and 
the  stable  birth  rate  of  the 


generation  below  the  Baby 
Boomers,  resulting  in  an  ini- 
tial spike  in  the  cost  of  So- 
cial Security  and  then  long- 
term  stabilization.  Two  de- 
cades of  increase,  three  and 
a  half  of  stabilization.  All  of 
this  falls  under  the  principle 
of  redistribution  of  wealth, 
providing  for  a  part  of  soci- 
ety that  cannot  provide  for 
themselves. 

Again,  I  am  not  saying 
America  should  become  a 
Socialist  state  and  I  am  not 
saying  that  every  aspect  of 
Socialism  could  work.  What 
my  initial  and  current  argu- 
ment is,  is  that  by  applying 
certain  Marxist  principles  to 
areas  of  American  govern- 
ment that  deal  with  social 
welfare  programs  (Social 
Security,  Health  care.  Wel- 
fare) America  could  better 
provide  for  its  citizens.  I  am 
furthermore  pointing  out 
that  America  does  have  So- 
cialist aspects  to  it  and  that 
the  word  "Socialism"  is  not 
an  evil  and  will  not  bring 
down  Capitalism.  I  cannot 
better  sum  up  my  bi-partisan 
intentions  than  how  1  ended 
my  last  article,  "It's  time  to 
break  down  the  walls  that 
divide  our  ideologies  and 
take  the  best  of  all  systems- 
capitalist,  socialists,  demo- 
cratic and  republican-  and 
create  a  country  that  once 
again  values  and  believes  in 
its  people."  Being  students 
of  higher  education  we 
must  open  our  minds  to  all 
philosophies  and  ideologies 
and  make  clear  our  inten- 
tions for  the  future-  to  cre- 
ate a  country  that  provides 
for  and  protects  its  citizens. 
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PUZZLES 


ACROSS 

1  Poke 
4  Aries 
7  Sick  and 
tired 

12  Carte  lead-in 

13  " —  lazy  river 

14  Draft  in  an 
apartnnent? 

15  Hobbyist's 
abbr. 

16  Robin's 
nickname 

18  Swelled  head 

19  Nudge 

20  Ignore  rudely 

22  Writer 
Buscaglia 

23  Bar 

27  Discoverer's 
cry 

29  Painting  on 

plaster 
31  Corn 

34  "Uh-ohl" 

35  Soak  up 

37  Plead 

38  Water 
barriers 

39  End  of  a 
school's  URL 

41  Durante 

trademark 
45  Grab 

47  Hostel 

48  1943 
Rooney/ 
Garland 
musical 

52  Cover 

53  Farewell 

54  Bom 


King  Crossword 
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1 

58 

by  Japheth  Light 

There  are  13  black  hexagons  In  the 

puzzle.  Place  the  numbers  1  -  6 
around  each  of  them.  No  number  can 

be  repeated  in  any  partial  hexagon 
shape  along  the  border  of  the  puzzle. 


♦  Easy  ♦♦Medim  ♦♦♦OifftcuK 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTV  THIS  WEEK: 


GO  FIGURE!  'v' 


55  Tokyo's  old 

9 

Pop 

37 

Flew  very 

name 

10 

Work  with 

close  to 

56  DSL  device 

11 

Apiece 

40 

Prince 

57  Do  sums 

17 

"Bow-wow!" 

William's 

58  IVIorning 

21 

Incompetent 

mum 

moisture 

sorts 

42 

Lubricated 

23 

Hold  the 

43 

Insinuating 

DOWN 

scepter 

44 

Be 

1  Green 

24 

Cleo's 

philanthropic 

gemstones 

slitherer 

to 

2  Straighten 

25 

Rocks 

45 

Pond-surface 

3  Ronstadt's 

26 

Section  of 

matter 

"Blue  — " 

LA.? 

46 

Ogled 

4  Hayseed 

28 

That  girl 

48 

Shapely  leg 

5  Moon 

30 

Bread  grain 

(SI.) 

mission 

31 

Frenzied 

49 

Berlin's 

name 

32 

Lawyers'  org. 

"What'll  — ?" 

6  Perhaps 

33 

Doctrine 

50 

Disencumber 

7  Circulate 

36 

"Cheers" 

51 

Shelter 

8  Still,  in  verse 

order 

The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  lop  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 
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***  GO  FIGUREI 
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BUT  TWW^  FAMItV.  MAV 1 
WEeOTIAPiJT'EM  IN  OUR 

CHRI6TW16  NEV.;6LETTEC?1 


Visit 

Jaokohmr— tourant,eom 
For  all  mmnus. 


JACh  CHEN 


There  arc  the  6  RoUa  you  can 
choose  _&T3m: 


B :  Califbrait  Roll  (6  Qj^i) 
b:  Shrimp  Twnpun  RoU  (S  acft) 
B'  Spicy  Salmon  Roll  (6  c£s) 
Spicy  WhlM  Tutu  Ron  (6 

Ti>  Spioy  T\iu  Roll  (t. 

no  Spicy  Yallowttil  RoU  (6  c£a) 


Japanese  &  Chinese  Restaurant 
Asian  &  Vegetarian  Cuisine 
1 193  Sumnei  Ave.  Springfield,  MA  01 1 18 

Fast  Delivery  ^ 

(Chaigg  t2.0O)  (Min.  SIS) 

TeL:  (413)  782-5858 
(413)  782-6868 

(Credit  Cud«  Accepted) 
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SPORTS 


WIC  ATHLETICS 
RECORDS 


Men's  Basketball: 

Wins:  1 
Losses:  6 
Ties:  0 

Women's  Basketball: 

Wins:  3 
Losses:  4 
Ties: 0 

Men's  Ice  Hockey: 

Wins:  1 
Losses:  7 
Ties:  0 

Wrestling: 

Wins:  0 
Losses:  2 
Ties: 0 

Swimming: 

Wins:  3 
Losses:  1 
Ties:  0 


Golden  Bears  win  Commonwealth  Coast  Championship 

By  Kathryn  Guerra 

Staff  Writer  p,,,,„^^.  „„ec.com 


Springfield  -  The  West- 
em  New  England  College 
men's  soccer  team  has  done 
it  again  -  for  the  second 
straight  year  in  a  row,  the 
Golden  Bears  have  won  the 
Commonwealth  Coast  Con- 
ference Championship. 

The  November  9,  2008 
competition  saw  the  top 
seeded  Golden  Bears  (16- 
1-5)  defeat  Nichols  (11-9- 
1)  3-1.  The  intense  game 
rounded  up  a  season  filled 
with  success  for  WNEC 
soccer.  The  Golden  Bears' 
are  ranked  H***  nationally, 
having  won  22  games  since 
an  early-season  loss  against 
New  Paltz. 

Sophomore  Alex  Dos 


Santos  from  Ludlow,  Mas- 
sachusetts netted  the  first 
goal  for  the  Golden  Bears 
after  only  two  minutes  of 
play.  Senior  defender  landed 
a  go-ahead  goal  55  minutes 
later,  followed  by  a  rebound 
goal  fi-om  junior  midfielder 
Tony  Rosa  at  minute  70. 

The  goal  -  his  first  of 
the  season  -  couldn't  have 
come  at  a  better  time,  ex- 
plained Rosa,  who  also 
thanked  freshman  John 
Parson  who  "turned  the  de- 
fender over  to  take  the  first 
shot." 

Winning  accolades  on 
the  field  as  well  as  off,  Zim- 
bal,  along  with  junior  for- 
ward Jason  Sabia,  received 


the  men's  soccer  award 
from  The  Commonwealth 
Coast  Conference. 

Zimbal,  a  sports  man- 
agement major  at  WNEC, 
was  named  Player-of-the- 
Week  after  his  goal  cinched 
the  win  for  the  Golden 
Bears. 

Sabia,  a  transfer  stu- 
dent from  Dutchess  Com- 
munity College,  was  named 
Rookie-of-the-Week  for  his 
two  goals  with  an  assist  in 
the  Golden  Bear's  5-0  win 
over  Salva  Regina  on  No- 
vember 5. 

WNEC  finished  the 
season  strong,  despite  los- 
ing to  Amherst  (4-2)  in  the 
opening  match  of  NCAA 


Division  111  Championship 
play  on  Saturday,  Novem- 
ber 15. 


The  Westerner  Needs 
More  Sports  writers! 

Do  you  like  national  sports? 
WNEC  Sports?  Do  you 
think  WNEC  sports  deserve 
more  attention?  If  yes  tKen 
you  may  want  to  consider 
becoming  our  next  sports 
writer!  If  interested  come  to 
the  next  meeting  or  send  an 
e-mail  to  thewesternersn@ 
yahoo.com 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


The    Official    Student    Newspaper    of   Western    New    England  College 

The  Westerner 

1215  Wilbratiam  Road,  Springfield,  Massachusetts  •  Volume  57  •  Issue  6  •  February  2,  2009 


i  THIS  ISSUE 

News  &  Features 

Page  I 

•  Gender  neutral  housing 

•  Marijuana  Decriminalized 

Page  2 

•  Obama's  inaugural  speech 

•  Up  With  People  travel 
opportunity 

Page} 
'  Upcoming  Campus  Events 

•  Public  Safety  Blotter 


'  Israel  -  Palestine  Conflict 
'  iTunes  Top  Fives 

Entertainment  & 
Reviews 

Page  5 
'  Valentines  Day  Comedian 
» Movie  Review; 
Revolutionary  Road 

•  Beer  Review;  Belgian 
Classic 

•  Green  Tips 

Opinion 

Page  6 
'  Gun  Control 

Puzzles  &  Comics 

Page  7 

Sports 

Page  8 
'  Westerner  Featured  Team 
'  Sports  Schedules 

•  WNEC  Team  Records 


Comments? 
Suggestions? 
Angry  letters? 

Please  e-mail: 
thewesterner$n@yahao. 


By  Taiany  Goulart 

Stajf  Writer 

With  the  growing  size 
of  WNEC's  campus  and  the 
student  population  expect- 
ing to  increase,  the  college 
is  looking  for  exciting  ways 
to  update  campus  living. 
One  of  the  new  changes 
happening  is  gender  neutral 
housing. 

The  commit- 
tee consists  of  Bohdan  (Bo) 
Zaryckyj,  area  coordinator 
for  Evergreen,  Becky  Bu- 
dynkiewicz,  resident  direc- 
tor for  Gateway,  and  Nicole 
Mcgrath.  The  student  rep- 
resentatives on  the  com- 
mittee are  Megan  McNatt, 
a  junior,  RHA  member  that 
spearheaded  the  proposal  to 
RHA,  Brie  Sylvia,  senior 
and  president  of  RHA,  and 
Whitney  DePrizio,  senior 
and  member  of  RHA's  ex- 
ecutive board.  The  college 
tried  to  get  a  good  repre- 
sentation of  students  for  the 


Gender  neutral  housing  conies  to  WNEC 


Boys  and  girls  living  together?  At  WNEC? 
Image:  Google 


committee,  and  seniors  pro- 
vide good,  objective  opin- 
ions because  they're  going 
to  be  graduating  so  this  pro- 
gram will  not  affect  them. 

Gender  neutral 
housing  is  housing  that  is 
not  gender  specific,  which 
allows  a  group  of  females 
and  males  to  live  in  the  same 
space  together.  The  idea  of 
providing  this  type  of  hous- 


ing bubbled  up  from  con- 
ferences that  the  Residence 
Hall  Association  (RHA) 
has  attended  and  student 
interest.  It  will  begin  as  a 
small  pilot  program  for  two 
to  three  years  and  if  it  goes 
well,  the  pilot  program  will 
be  dropped  and  it  will  be- 
come a  permanent  option 
and  may  be  open  to  younger 
students. 


The  impact  on  stu- 
dents is  expected  to  be  a 
positive  one.  It  provides 
another  option  for  students. 
Also,  it  works  for  students 
who  clearly  identify  with 
the  male  or  female  gender, 
transgender  students,  or  a 
group  of  close  friends.  Al- 
though it  is  discouraged  that 
couples  move  into  the  same 
living  space  together,  resi- 
dence life  will  not  be  asking 
students  to  notify  them  on 
their  application. 

The  appli- 
cation selection  for  gen- 
der neutral  housing  started 
January  and  was  available 
to  students  that  were  be- 
coming seniors  in  the  fall 
of  2009  only.  The  housing 
will  be  for  the  09/10  aca- 
demic year. 

The  chosen 
housing  for  this  program 
at  this  moment  is  Gateway 
Village  and  the  committee 
is  exploring  the  option  of 
Continued  on  page  3. 


Question  2:  marijuana  decriminalization  in  Massachusetts 


By  Thomas  Kantner 

Staff  Writer 

The  recent  presiden- 
tial election  brought  many 
ups  and  downs  when  it  came 
to  state  ballot  measures. 
One  that  gained  popularity 
in  Massachusetts  was  Ballot 
Question  2,  the  replacement 
of  marijuana  criminal  pen- 
alties with  civil  penalties  for 
adults  found  in  possession 
of  the  substance. 

The  new  law  states  that 
an  adult  possessing  less 
than  one  ounce  of  marijuana 
would  be  subjected  as  a  civ- 
il violation  with  a  ticketed 
fine  of  $100.  Only  persons 
with  excess  amount  of  the 
substance  would  be  treated 
with  a  criminal  conviction 
and  arrest. 

Many  people  see  this 
law  as  an  opportunity  to 
help  free  up  the  court  sys- 
tems from  this  more  inferior 
criminal  penalty.  It  is  said 
that  the  Springfield  Dis- 
trict Court,  per  capita,  is  the 
busiest  court  in  Massachu- 
setts alongside  Boston  and 


Worcester.  To  free  up  the 
courts  slightly  may  help  the 
facility  carryout  its  opera- 
tions more  efficiently  and 
timely. 

According  to  Chief 
Woodrow  of  the  Western 
New  England  College  Po- 


idea,  but  not  such  a  well 
thought  out  one.  He  stated 
that,  as  part  of  the  police 
enforcement,  there  has  been 
no  discretion  on  what  these 
new  ticketed  fines  are,  how 
they  will  be  issued,  who 
will  have  authority  to  issue 


lice,  proposition  2  is  a  good    them,  what  the  appeal  pvo- 


Be  careful...  Decriminalized  does  NOT  mean  legal. 
Image:  Google 


cess  would  entail,  or  for  an 
officer  to  deem  whether  or 
not  there  is  an  ounce  present 
or  not. 

The  WNEC  Police  per- 
sonnel have  acquired  their 
arrest  authority  from  the 
state  police.  Currently,  the 
state  police  legal  depart- 
ment is  preparing  a  training 
for  the  officers.  The  legal 
department  also  presently 
doesn't  know  how  to  even 
advise  their  own  troopers 
yet. 

In  the  context  of  the 
WNEC  campus.  Chief 
Woodrow  does  not  foresee 
any  changes  in  policy  in  the 
near  future.  He  states  that 
the  WNEC  Police  will  con- 
tinue, as  stated  in  the  stu- 
dent code  of  conduct,  with 
regular  procedure.  When  a 
student  is  found  with  a  very 
small  amount  of  marijuana, 
the  substance  is  confiscated, 
destroyed,  and  the  student  is 
processed  through  the  inter- 
nal disciplinary  system.  Any 
person  wiih  excess  amounts 
will  be  arrested. 
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Interested  in  Writing? 

The  Westerner  is  al- 
ways looking  for  writers, 
whether  you  are  an  ac- 
complished journalist  or 
just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  8:00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  in  Rivers  105, 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


By  Mike  Murray 

Editor 

The  2009  election 
marked  a  pivotal  point  in 
American  history  with  both 
the  first  Afi-ican  American 
president  as  well  as  the 
countries  entrance  into  a  pe- 
riod in  which  the  American 
political  economic  land- 
scape will  be  drastically 
changed.  This  new  era  of 
history  was  ushered  in  on 
January  20th  with  the  inau- 
guration of  the  forty-fourth 
President,  Barack  Obama. 

The  Presidents  inaugu- 
ral speech  was  bitter  sweet. 
It  gave  the  American  people 
a  taste  of  the  harsh  real- 
ity that  is  America's  cur- 
rent economy,  as  well  as  the 
uplifting  idealism  President 
Obama  is  so  well  known 
for. 

Obama  began  by  pre- 
senting the  hard  facts- 
unemployment  is  rising 
quickly,  banks  are  closing 
en  mass,  houses  are  being 
foreclosed  upon,  the  coun- 
try is  stuck  in  an  expensive 
war  in  a  foreign  land,  our 
health  care  is  too  expensive 
and  our  school  systems  are 
failing.  He  made  it  clear  that 
the  road  to  recovery  will  not 
be  an  easy  one. 

However,  the  speech 
was  then  turned  to  a  differ- 
ent note. 


By  Morgan  Wert 

Staff  Writer 

Travel.  Perform. 
Impact — and  earn  college 
credit.  That's  exactly  what 
you'll  be  doing  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  cast  of  Up  with 
People. 

The  College  has  an- 
nounced a  new  partnership 
with  the  Up  With  People 
program  that  provides  for- 
credit  opportunities  for  stu- 
dents to  participate  in  this 
unique  travel,  community 
service,  and  study  experi- 
ence. Information  about  the 
program  will  be  featured  at 
the  annual  Study  Abroad 
Fair  on  Thursday,  February 
12,  from  10:00  a.m.  to  3:00 
p.m.  at  the  Campus  Center 
mall  area. 

Up  with  People  is  an 
organization  that  takes  a 
dedicated  group  of  per- 
formers on  a  semester-long 


Obama  began  to  talk 
about  America's  history  of 
hardship,  Irom  our  founding 
fathers  fighting  for  our  free- 
dom to  the  settling  of  the 

West.  He  cited  numer- 
ous historical  events,  lead- 
ing to  the  conclusion  that 
America  had  faced  hard- 
ship before  and  had  come 


Image:  Google 

out  a  better,  stronger  nation. 
Obama  fijrther  cited  the 
American  work  ethic  as  an 
uplifting,  defining  quality 
of  the  country. 

He  went  on  to  stress 
values  such  as  liberty,  hard 
work,  ambition,  equality, 
honesty  and  one's  individ- 
ual right  to  success.  An  on 
going  theme  throughout  the 
Presidents  speech  was  the 
idea  of 

America's  collective 
ambitions  working  for  the 
greater  good,  stating, 

"...it  is  ultimately  the 
faith  and  determination  of 
the  American  people  upon 


trip  across  the  country  and 
abroad.  While  traveling,  cast 
members  actively  partici- 
pate in  community  service 
and  educational  programs 
along  with  performing  live 
for  thousands  of  people  all 
over  the  world.  There  are 
two  Up  with  People  casts; 
Cast  A,  which  runs  from 
January  through  June,  and 
Cast  B  which  runs  fi-om  July 
through  December. 

As  a  member,  you'll 
have  the  chance  to  travel, 
and  experience  cultural  im- 
mersion with  international 
students,  and  live  with  in- 
ternational host  families.  If 
you  qualily,  you  can  spend 
six  months  on  a  life-chang- 
ing journey  across  three 
continents. 

Best  known  for  its  en- 
gaging and  inspiring  musi- 
cal performances,  the  Up 
with  People  global  educa- 
tion program  offers  partici- 


which  this  nation  relies.  It 
is  the  kindness  to  take  in  a 
stranger  when  the  levees 
break,  the  selflessness  of 
workers  who  would  rather 
cut  their  hours  than  see  a 
fi-iend  lose  their  job  which 
sees  us  through  our  darkest 
hours."  Obama  focused  on 
American  unity  and  hard- 
work  as  the  keys  to  getting 
our  of  the  current  recession. 

The  concept  of big  gov- 
ernment V.  hands  off  gov- 
ernment was  also  addressed, 
however,  the  president  did 
not  take  it  fi"om  the  usual 
stand  point,  saying  that  it  is 
not  a  matter  of  "big  or  small 
government"  but  whether 
the  government  is  serving 
the  people  and  working  for 
their  benefit,  declaring  that 
the  governments  job  is  to 
make  sure  that  the  people 
have  access  to  jobs,  health 
care  and  a  safe  retirement. 

He  ended  with  words 
of  hope,  quoting  George 
Washington  in  saying, 

"Let  it  be  told  to  the 
fijture  world  ...  that  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  when  noth- 
ing but  hope  and  virtue 
could  survive. ..that  the  city 
and  the  country,  alarmed  at 
one  common  danger,  came 
forth  to  meet  (it)."  He  com- 
pared this  sentiment  with 
the  current  situation-  urging 
American's  to  not  fear  the 
crisis  at  hand  but  go  fear- 


pants  firsthand  exposure  to 
social  issues  and  provides 
the  opportunity  to  address 
local  community  needs  and 
make  an  impact  all  over  the 
globe.  Casts  have  appeared 
in  the  Macy's  Thaitksgiv- 
ing  Day  Parade  in  2007  and 
performed  during  the  Tour- 
nament of  Roses  Opening 
Ceremony  in  2008. 

According  to  Al  Ing- 
ham, assistant  dean  of  the 
School  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
who  coordinates  the  pro- 
gram on  campus,  "Western 
New  England  College  is 
one  of  only  three  colleges 
in  the  world  selected  to  act 
as  a  partner  with  the  Up 
with  People  organization. 
Through  the  partnership, 
financial  aid  awards  are 
applicable  to  the  Up  with 
People  travel  experience, 
and  students  receive  college 
credit  as  they  would  if  they 
were  to  spend  a  semester  at 


lessly  head  first  towards 
it  with  knowledge  of  the 
work  to  come  but  the  hope 
that  one  day  America,  with 
the  contribution  of  its  citi- 
zens, will  be  back  on  its  feet 
again. 

Numerous  commen- 
tators and  critics  declared 
this  speech  to  be  a  let  down, 
holding  high  expectations 
for  a  man  known  for  his 
strong,  inspirational  speak- 
ing abilities.  Despite  criti- 
cism, the  general  consensus 
among  the  American  pub- 
lic was  satisfaction  with  a 
speech  well  delivered,  of- 
fering both  realism  and  ide- 
alism. His  final  conclusion 
can  be  best  be  summed  by 
historian  Fredrick  Jackson 
Turner  in  his  observations 
on  the  Western  Frontier, 
"From  the  beginning  of 
that  long  Westward  march 
of  the  American  people 
America  has  never  been 
the  home  of  mere  contented 
materialism.  It  has  continu- 
ously sought  new  ways  and 
dreamed  of  a  perfected  so- 
cial type."  Americans,  as 
President  Obama  pointed 
out,  are  a  people  who  want 
to  continually  expand  and 
improve  and  it  is  that  spirit 
of  unrepressed  expansion- 
ism that  will  lead  us  out  of 
the  current  depression  and 
into  a  brighter  future. 


a  foreign  institution.  A  stu- 
dent completing  a  semester 
at  Western  New  England 
College  with  a  grade  point 
average  of  2.5  or  better  and 
who  has  successfiiily  com- 
pleted 27  credits  or  more  is 
eligible  to  participate  in  the 
Up  with  People  Program. 
It  is  possible  to  make  an 
exception  to  these  rules  de- 
pending upon  the  student's 
major  requirements  and 
general  electives.  I'm  happy 
to  speak  with  students  about 
their  interests  in  this  excit- 
ing travel  opportunity." 

If  you  have  additional 
questions  about  the  Up  with 
People  travel  experience 
at  Western  New  England 
College,  contact  Dean  Ing- 
ham and  visit  the  College's 
Up  with  People  website  at 
www.wnec.edii/upwith- 
people.  Learn  more  about 
Up  with  People  at  www.up- 
withpeople.org. 


New  meet  up  with  people  travel  opportunity  -  Study  Abroad  Fair 
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IVEWS  &  FEATURES 


Upcoming  Campus  Events 


Febrary  7"'-Friday  13"*:  Sexual  Responsibility  Week  &  Senior  February  H'^-Friday  20'":  Winter  Week 
Carnation  Sale 

Purchase  a  Carnation  from  12-2PM  in  the  Campus  Cenler.  Carnations   Saturday  2/14 


available  for  pick  up  or  delivery  on  the  \3^. 


Thursday  2/12 

10:30  AM 


Friday  2/13 

8:00  PM 


•  Study  Abroad  Fair 
Campus  Cenler  Mall  Area 
(Hosted  by  Sophomore  and  Junio 

•  Dream  Date  Auction 
Sleilh  WO  (Hosted  by  RHA) 

•FRIDAYS:  Winter 
Wonderland  Semiformal 
Rivers  Arena 


Monday  2/16 

2:00  PM 


"niesday  2/17 
7:00  PM 


•  CAB  Comedian:  Amy 
Anderson 

Rivers  Arena 

•  Health,  Fitness  and  Beauty  Expo 
AHLC  Lobby 

^Sponsored  by  Health  Services) 

•  Gospel  Concert  &  Ebony  Food 

Fest 

Rivers  Arena 
fHosted  by  U  &  Me) 


Thursday  2/19 

8:00  PM 


Friday  2/20 
4:00  PM 


•  Casino  Night 

Campus  Cenler  Mall  Area 
(Hosted  by  CAB) 

•  LEADS  Conference 
Campus  Cenler 

•  Vagina  Monologues 
Sleith  WO 
(Hosted  by  V-Day) 

•  FRIDAYS:  Dodgeball 
Tournament 

AHLC 

(Hosled  by  Freshman  Council. 
Traditional  Areas.  &  SAAC) 


Gender  Neutral  Housing 
Continued 

Evergreen.  It  is  going  to  be 
limited  to  approximately  30 
students  but  with  the  rise  of 
student  interest,  the  number 
can  change.  Eligibility  will 
be  fairly  attainable  for  most 
students.  The  committee  is 
still  deciding  if  there  will  be 
a  minimum  GPA  and  will 
probably  exclude  those  on 
academic  probation  and/or 
suspension.  The  applica- 
tion process  will  have  a 
priority  ranking  system  just 
like  what  there  is  now  for  all 
dorms.  Any  judicial  or  con- 
duct history  will  be  taken 
into  account  but  minor  CV's 
will  not  be  a  deciding  fac- 
tor. A  side  note  for  students: 
there  will  be  no  change  in 
the  billing  for  room  and 
board. 

The  way  the 
housing  is  going  to  work  is 
each  bedroom  must  house 
students  of  the  same  sex. 
For  example,  in  a  four  per- 
son house  in  Gateway,  it 
will  be  two  males  and  two 


females  to  a  bedroom.  And, 
for  those  houses  that  hold 
six  students,  there  must  be 
an  even  number  of  each 
sex.  For  example,  two  fe- 
males and  two  males.  Gen- 
der neutral  housing  will 
not  be  available  for  effi- 
ciency houses  or  one  bed- 
room houses.  Once  in  the 
application  process,  there 
will  be  an  agreement  that 
the  groups  of  students  will 
sign  and  mandatory  infor- 
mation sessions.  Students 
may  now  be  thinking  'once 
we're  there  for  a  week,  I'll 
have  my  girlfriend/boy- 
friend trade  rooms  with  my 
roommate*.  Residence  Life 
will  not  be  knocking  door  to 
door  to  make  sure  students 
are  following  the  set  rules 
but,  if  there  are  fire  inspec- 
tions, roommate  conflict,  or 
attention  is  being  brought  to 
the  house,  they  will  quick- 
ly find  out  who  is  living 
in  each  bedroom.  If  their 
word  is  not  being  honored, 
students  may  be  put  on  pro- 
bation or  removed  from  this 
type  of  housing. 


If  the  pro- 
gram goes  well  and  resi- 
dence life  decides  to  pro- 
vide it  to  other  students, 
it  will  only  be  for  group 
living.  Evergreen,  LaRiv, 
Plymouth,  and  maybe  the 
new  dorm  will  allow  for  it. 
Freshman  and  Common- 
wealth residents  will  not 
have  the  opportunity  to  take 
part  in  the  program. 

Groups  of  students 
that  are  thinking  about  gen- 
der neutral  housing  must 
keep  in  mind  that  they  are 
required  to  be  a  fiill,  intact 
group.  Meaning,  there  can- 
not be  three  students  inter- 
ested in  living  in  a  four  per- 
son house.  Only  students 
that  are  confirming  that  they 
will  be  back  in  the  fall  should 
apply.  In  the  agreement  that 
will  be  signed,  it  states  that 
if  someone  decides  to  move 
out  of  the  living  space,  be- 
cause of  roommate  contTicl 
or  other  issues,  the  residents 
must  tmd  someone  else  to 
move  into  that  space. 

The  commit- 
tee must  still  decide  which 


houses  to  choose  in  Gate- 
way Village.  They  will 
probably  be  houses  that  are 
clustered  together.  They 
want  to  make  the  gender 
neutral  housing  option  as  an 
attractive  choice  and  don't 
want  to  make  seniors  feel 
like  they  are  loosing  out  or 
making  sacrifices.  So,  the 
chosen  houses  will  most 
likely  be  on  Gateway  Drive, 
towards  the  gate  area  or 
laundry  room. 

The  feelings 
from  parents  about  gender 
neutral  housing  are  up  in 
the  air.  Through  mandatory 
meetings,  students  will  be 
encouraged  to  talk  to  their 
parents  about  their  housing 
decision.  But.  residence  life 
is  seeing  it  as  a  student's  de- 
cision. So.  you  cannot  be 
moved  out  if  your  parents 
call  and  say  they  want  you 
to  live  somewhere  else.  Al- 
though residence  life  is  go- 
ing to  try  to  avoid  surprises 
to  parents  on  move  in  day, 
it's  still  expected  to  hap- 
pen. They  will  be  sending 
information  to  parents  in 


December  or  January  with 
their  billing  letters.  Parents 
can  also  go  on  the  WNEC 
website  to  Student  Affairs, 
and  find  the  Parents  page 
with  information  and  the 
residence  life  website. 

When  asked 
for  final  words  by  Nicole 
Mcgrath,  a  big  smile  comes 
on  her  face  and  she  is  de- 
lighted to  say  that  it's  excit- 
ing anytime  the  college  can 
provide  options  for  students, 
so  they  can  have  a  Plan  A 
and  Plan  B.  We  are  not  a 
'suite-case  campus';  stu- 
dents consider  WNEC  their 
home  away  from  home  and 
most  students  don't  leave 
on  the  weekends  so  it's  im- 
portant to  provide  different 
options.  Also,  WNEC  may 
be  ahead  of  the  curve  with 
this  change  on  campus  and 
it  gives  RHA  the  opportu- 
nity to  talk  to  other  colleges 
about  how  they're  imple- 
menting gender  neutral 
housing,  see  the  pros  and 
cons,  and  how  to  improve 
the  program. 


«  PUBLIC  SAFE'lT  BLOTTER  t 


Chief  Adam  Woodrow  -  Director  of  Public 
Safety 


More  about  Public  Safety  -  Here  are  just  a  few  officers  and  a  little  bit  about  them. 


Liutenant  James  Jerome  -  Administrative 
Supervisor 


Lieutenant  Michael  Purcell  -  Operations 
Supervisor 


-  SERVING  SINCE:  August  1986 

-  EDUCATION:  BSLE  Western  New 

England  College  2002,  MSCJA  Western  New  England 
College  2004 

-  SPECIALTIES:  Senior  Sexual  Assault  Investigator, 
Bike  Patrol 

-TRAINING:  Sexual  Assault  Investigations,  Diversity 
Training,  Crime  Prevention  Officer  School 
-INTERESTS:  Golf,  Travel,  Cooking 


-SERVING  SINCE:  August  1993 

-MILITARY:  USMC  1976-1981,  E-5.  Rifle  Company 

Squad  Leader 

-EDUCATION:  BSLE  Western  New  England  College 
1999,  MSCJA  Western  New  England  College  2000 
-SPECIALTIES:  Detective,  Bike  Patrol 
-TRAINING:  Emergency  Response  to  Terrorism  and 
Critical  incidents,  ICS  Command  School,  New  England 
Community  Police  Symposium 
-INTERESTS:  Golf,  motorcycle  riding,  scuba  diving, 
hunting  and  fishing,  hiking,  travel 


-SERVING  SINCE:  July  1989 

-MILITARY:  United  States  Army  1980-1983,  E-4.  Army 
Achievement  Medal,  Army  Safety  Award 
-EDUCATION:  BA  Western  New  England  College  2008 
-SPECIALTIES:  EMT,  Bike  Patrol,  Evidence  Technician, 
Bike  Technician 

-TRAINING;  Emergency  Response  to  Terrorism 
and  Critical  Incidents,  ICS  Command  School,  Basic 
Leadership  Course,  Community  Policing 
-INTERESTS;  FAA certified  flight  instructor,  commercial 
pilot,  radio  controlled  aircraft,  parachuting,  Harley 
Davidson  molorcvcli 


www,  wnec.  edu/dps 


More  at:  http://wwwl.wnec.edu/dDs/index.efm?selection=doc.6901 
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NEWS  &  FEATURES 


By  Kathryn  Guerra 

Staff  Wriler 

Tension  has  mount- 
ed again  between  Hamas 
and  Israeli  forces  when  on 
Sunday  February  I,  2009 
Hamas  rocicets  were  fired 
into  southern  Israel  -  less 
than  two  weeks  after  a  cease 
fire  agreement  was  reached 
between  both  parties. 

Aljazeera  reported  that 
Ehud  Olmert,  Israel's  prime 
minister,  responded  to  news 
in  commenting,  "We've 
said  that  if  there  is  a  rocket 
fire  against  the  south  of  the 
country,  there  will  be  a  se- 
vere and  disproportionate 
Israeli  response  to  the  lire 
on  the  citizens  of  Israel  and 
its  security  forces". 

A  Hamas  spokes- 
man chastised  Olmert  for 
his  "aggressive  stance"  but 
entreated  Palestinians  to 
"respect  the  national  con- 
sensus" of  the  cease-fire. 

At  least  1 0  rockets  and 
mortar  rounds  fired  Sunday 
Irom  the  Gaza  Strip  wound- 
ed several  and  served  to  il- 
lustrate the  tenuous  nature 
of  Palestinian-Israeli  rela- 
tionship. In  retaliation,  Is- 
raeli warplanes  conducted  a 
raid  on  the  border  between 
Gaza  and  Egypt,  bombing 
tunnels  used  to  smuggle  in 
goods  and  arms. 

Israel  had  only 
pulled  its  forces  out  of  Gaza 
on  January  21,  2009,  after 
a  twenty-two  day  bombing 
campaign  in  response  to 
persistent  rocket  launches 
by  Hamas  into  southern  Is- 
rael. 

Since  then,  Israel  has 
faced  international  criticism 
for  bombings  that  killed  at 
1,300  Palestinians,  includ- 
ing 700  civilians. 

Sporadic  fighting 


Israel-Palestine  conflict  flares 


has  been  typical  of  skir- 
mishes between  Arabs  and 
Israelis  living  in  and  around 
Gaza.  Originally  designated 
as  an  Arab  state  under  the 
1947  United  Nations  Par- 
tition Plan,  Israel  took  ad- 
ministrative control  of  Gaza 
during  the  1967  'Six  Day 
War'. 


ing  youths.  The  New  York 
Times  reported  that  Pales- 
tinians were  stabbed,  shot 
and  hacked  to  death  by  fel- 
low Arabs  at  the  behest  of 
the  PLO,  whose  leader  Yas- 
ser Arafat  condoned  attacks 
on  Arabs  "collaborating 
with  Israel". 

Today,  the  seeds  of 


ning  the  majority  in  Gazan 
parliamentary  elections. 

The  Los  Angeles 
Times  reported  that  Turkish 
Prime  Minister  Recep  Tayy- 
ip  Erdogan  was  'hailed  as  a 
hero'  after  a  debate  at  the 
World  Economic  Forum  in 
Davos,  Switzerland  where 
he  blasted  the  Israeli  prime 


Hamas  rockets  caused  extensive  damage  in  southern  Israel. 
Image:  Google 


In  1987,  Palestinian 
discontent  with  Israeli  rule 
culminated  in  the  First  Inti- 
fada -  "shaking  ofT'  -  which 
morphed  from  an  unorga- 
nized but  heartfelt  rebel- 
lion by  Palestinian  refiagees 
into  a  well-oiled  resistance 
movement  orchestrated  by 
the  Palestinian  Liberation 
Organization  [PLO], 

Violence  on  both 
sides  was  tremendous.  Is- 
raeli soldiers  were  attacked 
by  Molotov  cocktail  wield- 


malcontent  sewed  during 
the  First  Intifada  have  come 
to  fruition.  Hamas,  or  the 
Islamic  Resistance  Move- 
ment, was  formed  at  the  be- 
ginning of  1987.  Opposed 
to  negotiations  with  Israel 
taking  place  under  Arafat  at 
the  end  of  the  Intifada  and 
the  subsequent  Oslo  Peace 
Agreement,  its  mission 
has  been  the  complete  de- 
struction of  Israel.  In  2006 
Hamas  came  closer  to  actu- 
alizing this  goal  after  win- 


minister  stating,  "When  it 
comes  to  killing,  you  know 
well  how  to  kill". 

Israelis  too,  have 
criticized  the  strikes,  com- 
plaining that  they  would  be 
ultimately  ineffectual  in  de- 
terring Hamas  aggression. 

In  a  January  21st  in- 
terview with  the  New  York 
Times,  potato  farmer  Eyal 
Barad  complained,  "So  they 
changed  the  security  situa- 
tion for  the  next  six  months, 
bravo.  They  should  have 


gone  longer  and  finished  the 
job". 

At  issue  was  Israel's 
apparent  willingness  to  stop 
fighting  so  quickly.  Several 
of  those  interviewed  by  the 
Times  expressed  dismay 
that  Gilad  Shalit.  an  Israeli 
army  corporal  held  hostage 
by  the  Palestinians  since 
2006,  was  not  returned. 

Field  crops  manager 
David  Moshe  said  that  "it 
was  not  enough"  and  may 
serve  to  harden  the  resolve 
of  Hamas  against  Israeli  at- 
tacks. 

The  fighting  will  doubt- 
ftilly  be  the  last  between 
Hamas  and  Israel.  Accord- 
ing to  Hamas  spokesman 
Fawzi  Barhoum,  in  a  De- 
cember 25,  2008  statement, 
"Israel  will  pay  a  heavy 
price  for  its  crimes  against 
the  Palestinians.  Israel's  ac- 
tions enhance  our  determi- 
nation to  pursue  the  path  of 
resistance  through  all  means 
available". 

That  Hamas  can  de- 
stroy Israel  is  a  myth,  ex- 
plains Rabbi  Jerome  Gur- 
land,  cultures  professor  at 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege [WNEC]  and  head  of 
the  Campus  Ministry. 

"Hamas  is  not  going  to 
get  rid  of  the  Israelis.  How 
can  Hamas  destroy  Israel? 
It  can't.  But  it  can  be  an 
irritant  and  it  can  cost  the 
people  of  Gaza". 

He  hopes  that  an 
equitable  solution  can  be 
reached  between  both  par- 
ties but  is  realistic  that  peace 
may  be  a  long  time  coming. 
"You  know,  maybe  mine  is 
a  pipe  dream,"  he  said,  "but 
I  hope  that  Hamas  could  be 
overcome  by  the  forces  of 
reason  and  lead  to  a  two- 
state  solution". 


^    iTunes  Top  Fives    ^             w.^*^.. g/^c.. 

Top  5  Songs: 

1 .  Crack  A  Bottle  -  Eminem,  Dr.  Dre  &  50  Cent 

2.  My  Life  Would  Suck  Without  You  -  Kelly 
Clarkson 

3.  Prom  Queen  -  Lil  Wayne 

4.  Gives  You  Hell  -  The  All-American  Rejects 

5.  You  Found  Me  -  The  Fray 

Writer's  Song  Pick:  Why  Can  '1  You  Be  -  Third 
Eye  Blind 

Top  5  Albums: 

1 .  The  Fray  -  The  Fray 

2.  Lonely  Road  -  The  Red  Jumpsuit  Apparatus 

3.  Feel  That  Fire  -  Dierks  Bentley 

4.  Chronicle:  20  Greatest  Hits  -  Creedence 
Clearwater  Revival 

5.  Working  On  A  Dream  -  Bruce  Springsteen 

fVriter 's  Album  Pick:  Day  &  Age  -  The  Killers 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


By  Sara  Sullivan 

Staff  Writer 

Are  you  someone  who 
never  looks  forward  to  Val- 
entine's Day?  Well,  this  year 
don't  let  it  bring  you  down- 
a  comedian  is  coming  to 
campus.  On  February  14" 
at  8:00  p.m.  in  Rivers  come 
check  out  Amy  Anderson, 
you  won't  be  disappointed. 
When  you  hear  her  you  will 
remember  to  never  judge  a 
book  by  its  cover.  Amy  fo- 
cuses a  lot  on  racial  topics 
and  ethnic  jokes,  especially 


Valentine's  Day  comedian  coming  to  campus 


Asians  considering  she  is 
from  Korea. 

Amy  has  been  described 
as  a  heterosexual  Asian  ver- 
sion of  Ellen  Degeneres,  but 
she  likes  to  refer  to  herself  as 
a  girl  who  was  bom  in  Ko- 
rea and  adopted  by  Swed- 
ish parents  from  Minnesota. 
She  is  your  all  around  tal- 
ented entertainer.  Not  only 
is  she  a  comedian  but  also 
an  actress,  writer,  and  pro- 
ducer. You  can  catch  her  on 
The  Game  Show  Network, 
Comedy  Central,  VHl,  or 
The  Tom  Joyner  Show  on 


ABC.  She  also  was  a  co- 
star  on  the  well-know  Dis- 
ney show  Hannah  Montana. 
If  you  listen  to  satellite  radio 
you  can  catch  her  on  Sirius 
and  XM  comedy  channels. 

Students  who  saw 
her  at  a  preview  show  in 
November  said  she  was  re- 
ally fijnny  and  there's  no 
way  they're  going  to  miss 
the  show.  They're  just  mov- 
ing there  dinner  dates  a  little 
earlier  so  they  don't  have  to 
miss  out  on  seeing  Amy  in 
Rivers  at  8pm. 


Amy  Anderson  s  performance  should  be  a  hilarious  one. 
Image:  Google 


By  Adie  Giguere 

Stajfm-iter 

It  wasn't  only  the 
Leonardo  DiCaprio  and  Kate 
Winslet  reunion  in  Revolu- 
tionary Road  that  made  me 
insist  upon  seeing  this  mov- 
ie the  first  night  it  opened  in 
a  theatre  near  me.  Based  on 
Richard  Yates'  1961  novel 
of  the  same  name,  which  I 
read  over  winter  break  in 
preparation  and  loved,  this 
film  was  directed  by  Sam 
Mendes,  Winslet's  hus- 
band, and  also  stars  Kathy 
Bates,  who  also  appeared 
with  DiCaprio  and  Wins- 
let  in  Titanic.  This  movie 
is  about  Frank  and  April 
Wheeler,  a  1950's  married 


Movie  Review:  Revolutionary  Road 


Image:  Google 

couple  with  two  children 
who  believe  they  don't  have 
to  "resign  from  life"  just  be- 
cause everyone  else  seems 
to.  "How  do  you  break  free 
without  break  apart?"  asks 
the  movie  preview,  eluding 
to  the  harsh  marital  battles 
between  the  Wheelers  on 


their  journey  to  free  them- 
selves of  suburban  confor- 
mity. One  of  the  first  scenes 
of  this  movie  is  one  such 
argument,  when  DiCaprio 
and  Winslet  pull  over  their 
car  and  scream  it  out  on  the 
side  of  the  highway,  and  this 
definitely  worked  as  a  hook 


pulling  the  audience  into 
this  drama. 

Revolutionary  Road 
was  everything  I  wanted  and 
more.  As  far  as  accuracy  to 
the  book,  this  screenplay 
written  by  Justin  Haythe 
was  as  close  to  Yates'  story 
as  you  could  possibly  get. 
The  dialogue  was  extremely 
similar  and  often  identical. 
The  ending  was  largely  the 
same,  too,  minus  a  few  mi- 
nor details,  which  is  always 
satisfying  because  so  many 
film  adaptations  tend  to 
butcher  a  great  literary  con- 
clusion. A  movie  about  feel- 
ing forced  in  your  lifestyle, 
adultery,  and  mental  illness, 
isn't  exactly  an  uplifting 
film,  but  I'm  anticipating  it 


as  a  great  rainy  day  DVD. 
DiCaprio  and  Winslet  are 
flawless  and  have  amazing 
chemistry,  and  what  Yates 
achieved  with  beautiful  lan- 
guage, Mendes  achieved 
with  gorgeous  angles  and 
silent  scenes.  Some  of  the 
most  powerful  parts  of  this 
movie  are  when  the  charac- 
ters aren't  even  speaking. 

Revolulionaty  Road 
was  nominated  for  four 
Golden  Globes,  Kate  Win- 
slet winning  one  for  Best 
Performance  by  an  Actress, 
and  is  also  nominated  for 
three  of  the  upcoming  Os- 
cars. I  highly  recommend 
this  movie,  as  well  as  the 
book,  in  whatever  order  you 
choose. 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


A  Belgian  Classic 


By  Alex  O'toole  and  Gerrit  Petersons 

Staff  Writers 


Note:  All  studcnis  imbibing 
alcohol  musi  be  of  age.  Please  drinit 
responsibh  jiid  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidelines  jnd  rules  regarding  alcohol 


possess 


and  proci 


For  the  first  beer  review 
of  the  New  Year  we  decided 
to  review  one  of  our  more 
beloved  beers.  The  beer  we 
chose  was  Stella  Artois,  but 
if  you  find  the  Artois  too 
hard  to  pronounce,  you  can 
just  yell  Stella.  We  found  this 
beer  to  be  a  delicious,  clas- 
sic, import  that  is  brewed  for 
the  man  who  enjoys  a  nice 
frosty  beer.  If  you  order  a 
pitcher  of  this  beer  at  the  lo- 
cal watering-hole,  you'll  be 
greeted  with  a  classy  quasi 
wine  glass  that  leaves  you 
feeling  classy.  The  beer  it- 
self is  crisp  and  refreshing 
with  a  skunky  aftertaste, 
but  not  nearly  as  skunky  as 
Heineken.  One  could  argue 
that  this  contribution  from 
the  tiny  country  of  Belgium 


rivals  the  world  renowned 
waffle  from  the  same 
region.  We  love  everything 
about  this  beer  but  we  have 
issues  with  the  top  of  the 
bottle  that  has  annoying  pa- 
per that  needs  to  be  ripped 
away.  This  severely  delays 
valuable  time  that  could  be 
spent  drinking.  We  would 
give  this  beer  a  five  out  of 
five  because  of  the  flavor 
and  smoothness  but  we  give 
it  four  and  a  half  pitchers 
due  to  the  weird  paper  on 
the  top. 

Stella  Artois 
Rating 


5.0/5  Beers 


The  perfect  Brew? 
Image:  Google 


Green  Hps 

By:  Adie  Giguere 

We're  back  to  class  and  our  routines...  but  don't 
forget  to  make  this  semester  green!  Here's  a  few 
ways  to  make  a  difference  today: 

1.  Rather  than  using  the  coffee  shop's  cups, 
bring  a  travel  mug  to  fill  when  you  buy 
your  coffee  or  tea  in  this  cold  weather. 

2.  Use  the  leftover  pages  of  last  semester's 
notebooks,  and  reuse  folders  and  binders. 

3.  Recycle  not  only  paper  but  cardboard,  like 
your  cereal  or  pizza  boxes. 


Are  you  interested  in  keeping  WNEC  as  green  as  possible? 
Check  out  the  Global  Sustainability  CluhU  To  join  or  attend 
meetings  email  Bruce  Clemens  for  more  infromation:  Bclem- 
ens@wnec.edu 
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 OPIXIOM  

 Gun  Control  -  Are  we  taking  it  in  the  wrong  direction? 


By  Canio  Carlucci 

Layout  Editor 

Gun  control  has 
been  a  concern  amongst 
American  citizens  for  quite 
some  time,  however  you 
may  want  to  consider  asking 
yourself  if  both  current  and 
upcoming  gun  control  laws 
are  barking  up  the  wrong 
tree.  Now  is  the  time  to  edu- 
cate yourself  on  gun  safety 
and  decide  what  you  think 
is  right,  especially  consider- 
ing our  new  presidents  anti- 
gun  background.  Recent 
legislation  has  proposed  a 
500%  tax  on  both  guns  and 
ammunition,  and  the  Am- 
munition accountability  act 
has  proposed  using  ammu- 
nition-coding technology 
to  place  a  unique  identifica- 
tion number  on  each  round 
and  casing,  as  well  as  a  tax 
of  $0.05  per  round  (just  two 
of  many).  While  these  acts 
are  far  from  becoming  law, 
I  fail  to  see  how  effective 
they  will  be.  All  that  the  pro- 
posed legislation  will  do  is 
make  it  harder  for  law-abid- 
ing citizens  to  enjoy  use  of 
their  firearms.  To  me  there 
is  no  logical  explanation  to 
how  strict  gun  control  laws 
will  decrease  crime,  in  fact 
in  other  countries  such  as 
Australia  gun  bans  have 
done  nothing  but  increase 
violent  crimes. 

Consider  this;  in 
2006  1.21%  of  gun  related 
murders  were  committed 
with  a  firearm  registered 
to  the  accused  murder,  and 
66%  of  gun  related  mur- 


ders were  criminals  firing  at 
each  other.  To  put  it  simply, 
the  focus  needs  to  be  put 
on  stopping  illegally  traded 
firearms  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  criminals,  rath- 
er than  making  shooting  an 
unaffordable  activity  for  the 
over  80  million  law  abiding 


with  Australian  reporters 
anonymous  criminals  stated 
that  a  gun  ban  was  a  great 
thing  for  them  because  with 
the  ban  they  didn't  have  to 
worry  about  robbing  a  po- 
tentially armed  person  or 
household.  Australia's  failed 
legislation  gives  us  nothing 


thing  as  an  accident,  if  you 
have  a  child,  keep  your  gun 
out  of  their  reach;  if  there  is 
a  chance  your  firearm  could 
get  stolen  and  wind  up  in  the 
hands  of  a  criminal  keep  it 
locked  up  but  do  not  let  fire- 
arms fali  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  people  that  enjoy  them 
and  practice  gun  safety. 

Below  are  some  gun 
facts  that  I  found  interest- 
ing. 

-Less  than  1%  of  all 
guns  will  ever  be  used  in 
the  commission  of  any  type 
of  crime  {much  less  vio- 
lent crime).  (*FB1  Uniform 
Crime  Statistics,  1994) 

-Guns  prevent  an  es- 
timated 2.5  million  crimes 
a  year,  or  6,849  per  day.  (* 
Gary  Kleck,  Criminologist. 
Florida  State  Univ.) 

-18-20  year  olds  com- 
mit over  23%  of  all  gun 
murders.  None  of  these 
criminals  are  allowed  to 
purchase  a  handgun  due  to 
their  age  under  current  law. 
(*  U.S.  Treasury  and  Justice 
Dept.  Report,  1999) 

-Every  day,  550  rapes, 
1. 1 00  murders,  and  5,200 
other  violent  crimes  per  day 
are  prevented  just  by  show- 
ing a  handgun.  In  less  than 
0.9%  of  the  time  is  the  gun 
ever  actually  ever  fired. (* 
Gary  Kleck.  Criminologist, 
Florida  State  Univ.) 

-0.1%  of  all  deaths  for 
children  between  the  ages  0- 


14  are  from  firearms,  0.6% 
are  from  motor  vehicles, 
5.3%  are  from  being  struck 
in  beatings  or  bludgeoning, 
6.0%  from  poisoning,  and 
42.6%  from  suffocation.  (* 
1997  National  Center  for 
Health  Statistics  National 
Vital  Statistics  Report) 

-  You  are  9,000  times 
more  likely  to  be  acciden- 
tially  killed  by  your  physi- 
cian than  a  gun  owner.  (Ac- 
cidental deaths  per  physi- 
cian is  0.171.-  The  number 
of  accidental  deaths  per  gun 
owner  is  ,000188.  Statistics 
courtesy  of  U.S.  Dept  of 
Health  Human  Services  & 
the  FBI.) 

I  personally  own  sever- 
al firearms  and  I  keep  them 
locked  in  a  safe  at  my  house 
that  only  I  have  access  to, 
I  don't  even  own  a  firearm 
for  protection  I  just  own 
one  because  safe  shooting 
is  always  good  clean  fun 
for  you  and  your  buddies  as 
well  as  you  and  your  family 
members.  My  girlfriend  and 
I  even  go  shooting  together 
frequently  when  were  home 
for  breaks,  t  sfi-ongly  be- 
lieve that  is  essential  for  us 
to  protect  our  right  to  keep 
and  bear  arms  and  if  you 
feel  the  same  way  make 
your  voice  heard.  One  easy 
thing  to  do  is  Join  the  NRA, 
NRA-ILA  is  constantly  de- 
fending the  second  amend- 
ment for  American  citizens. 
If  you  are  still  unconvinced 
NRA.org  is  a  great  place  for 
more  information  on  gun 
laws,  safety  and  statistics. 
It  is  easy  to  let  anti-gun  leg- 
islation go  unnoticed,  espe- 
cially when  as  a  country  we 
are  far  more  focused  on  the 
current  economic  condition 
and  other  pressing  day  to 
day  news. 
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Shooting  is  a  great  sport  that  Americans  have  enjoyed for 
generations. 
Image:  Sara  Sullivan 
gun  owners  in  this  country. 


In  1996  Australia 
banned  private  ownership 
of  most  guns  including  all 
semi-automafic  guns,  con- 
fiscating and  destroying 
nearly  650,000  of  it's  citi- 
zen's firearms.  Within  one 
year  of  the  ban  the  results 
were  as  follows:  Australia 
wide  homicides  increased 
3.2%,  assaults  increased 
8.6%,  armed  robberies  in- 
creased 44%  (that's  not  a 
typo  forty-four  percent) 
and  in  the  state  of  Victoria 
homicides  with  firearms  in- 
creased 300%.  In  interviews 


but  evidence  showing  even 
a  gun  ban  really  can't  keep 
firearms  out  of  the  hands  of 
criminals. 

We  need  to  focus  on 
getting  guns  off  the  streets 
and  keeping  them  in  the 
hands  of  good  law  abid- 
ing American  citizens.  We 
should  also  channel  our  en- 
ergy towards  firearms  safety, 
including  the  safe  storage  of 
firearms  and  gun  safety  ed- 
ucation. There  is  no  reason 
to  blame  the  terrible  things 
that  guns  are  capable  of  on 
the  irresponsibility  of  their 
owners.  There  is  no  such 
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JACK  CHEN 


Mondly-Thuridty:  U:00im-I0:30pm 
Friday  &  SUurday:  I  l:00tm-l  1 :30pm 
Sunday:  12:00  nDon-tO:OOpin 
Cloied  on  HoUdiyi 


Japanese  &  Chinese  Restaurant 
Asian  &  Vegetarian  Cuisine 
1 193  Svunner  Av».  Springfield,  MA  OU 18 

Fast  Delivery 

(Ch>rioS2.00)(Mln.  Ill)' 

Tel.:  (413)  782-5858 
(413)  782-6868 

(Cradli  Csrdt  Aocepted) 
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PUZZLES 


ACROSS 

1  Extinct  bird 
5  Tennis  stroke 
8  Dumbfounds 
12  Complete 
redo 

14  Easy 
bounding  gait 

15  Australia's 
capital 

16  Wield 
needles 

17  Squid  fluid 

18  Hut  roof 
material 

20  Numerical 
info 

23  Require  a 
retest,  maybe 

24  Cronies 

25  1970  Dawn 
hit 

28  Priestly 
garment 

29  Wonderland 
visitor 

30  Hostel 

32  Food- 
packaging 
factory 

34  Apportion 
(out) 

35  Greek  vowels 

36  In  the  cards 

37  Evolution 
proponent 

40  Charged 
particle 

41  Bedouin 

42  Man-eater? 
47  Revealing 

skirt 


King  Crossword 


Sudoku  1 


Sudoku  2 


48  Rickety 

9 

Refuses  to 

31 

Homer's 

49  Advantage 

10 

Grand-scale 

neighbor 

50  Tit  tor- 

tale 

33 

Raw  recruit 

si  Con  game 

11 

Brother  of 

34 

Crazes 

Cain  and 

36 

Typeface 

DOWN 

Abel 

37 

Knighted 

1  "What's  up. 

13 

Coop  group 

woman 

 ?" 

19 

Stash 

38 

Saharan 

2  Eggs 

20 

Hot  tub 

39 

Pealed 

3  Lair 

21 

Body  powder 

40 

"Meet  Me  — 

4  Trips  around 

22 

Actress 

Louis" 

the  worid? 

Jessica 

43 

Literary 

5  Brownish 

23 

Expositions 

collection 

songbird 

25 

Of 

44 

English 

6  " —  Town" 

wholesome 

channel? 

7  Conspic- 

appearance 

45 

Chicken-king 

uousness 

26 

Regimen 

link 

8  Acid 

27 

Initial  stake 

46 

Moon  vehicle 

neutralizer 

29 

Opposed 

Mega  Maze 
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Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  number  in  ihe  empty  boxes  in  such  a  way 
that  each  row  across,  each  column  down  and  each 
small  9-box  square  contains  all  ol  Ihe 
numbers  (rom  one  to  nine. 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


*  Moderate   **  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOY! 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  i 


r  Moderate  **  Challenging 
★  *  *  HOO  BOYI 


Go  Figure  1 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  ol  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


-1- 

X 

X 

X 

-1- 

X 

-h 

X 

IS 

11 

21 

16 

*  Moderate  *  *  Difficult 
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Go  Figure  2 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  *  *  * 


*  Moderate  *  *  DItficull 
***  GO  FIGURE! 
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SPORTS 


WIC  ATHLETICS 
RECORDS 


Men's  Basketball: 

Wins;  6 
Losses:  14 
Ties: 0 

Women's  Basketball: 

Wins:  9 
Losses:  1 1 
Ties:  0 

Men's  Ice  Hockey: 

Wins:  2 
Losses:  17 
Ties:  0 

Wrestling: 

Wins:  0 
Losses:  9 


Swimming: 

Wins:  4 
Losses:  7 
Ties:  0 


Westerner's  Featured  WNEC  Team:  Women's  Basketball 


With  am  9-11  record  WNEC  Womens  basketball  has  been  having  a  great  season,  make  sure  to  catch  one  more  of  their 
games  before  the  season  ends! 

Image:  WNEC  Athletics 


The  Westerner  Needs  More  Sports  writers! 

Do  you  like  national  sports?  WNEC  Sports?  Do  you  think  WNEC  sports  deserve  more  attention?  If  yes  then  you  may 
want  to  consider  becoming  our  next  sports  writer!  If  interested  come  to  the  next  meeting  or  send  an  e-mail  to  thewestern- 
ersn@yahoo.com 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 

Home  Cjamcs  In  Bold 
Conference  iianios  marked  willi  a  ■  f" 

MEN'S  BASKETBALL 

WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 

02/10  Tue     Regis  College  c 

5:30  I'M 

02/10 

Tuc 

Regis  Conege  c 

7:30  PM 

02/12  Thu     VVestfleld  State  College 

7:00  I'M 

02/U 

Sat 

Gordon  College  c 

3:00  I'M 

02/14  Sat      Goi  don  College  c 

1:00  PM 

02/18 

Wed 

Anna  Maria  College  c 

7:30  I'M 

02/18  Wed    Anna  Mai  ia  College  c 

5:30  PM 

02/21 

Sat 

Colby-Sawyer  College  c 

3:00  I'M 

02/21   Sat      Colby-Sawyer  College  c 

1:00  PM 

MKN'S  irF.  HOCKEY 
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From  Bailout  Boom  to  Bust 


By  Kathryn  Guerra 

Slaff  Writer 

Earlier  this  month 
the  US  government  bailed 
out  the  struggling  bank  AIG 
with  over  $170  billion  in 
loans.  Thus  far,  over  $200 
billion  has  been  given  to  a 
total  of  400  banks.  Two  of 
the  biggest  -  Citigroup  and 
Bank  of  America  -  have 
received  nearly  $45  billion 
each. 

Industry  insiders 
believe  that  allowing  the 
banks  to  fail  would  have 
a  disastrous  impact  on  the 
economy. 

Bert  Ely,  an  inde- 
pendent banking  analyst 
from  Alexandria  Va.,  told 
the  Associated  Press  that 
letting  Citigroup  and  Bank 
of  America  go  dovm  would 
be  "like  taking  a  house  that 
had  some  damage  and  burn- 
ing it  down".  He  equated 
such  a  move  to  "economic 
arson". 


AIG  is  one  of  many  in  still  struggling  right  now. 
Image:  Google 


AIG  predicted  an 
economic  Armageddon  if 
it  did  not  receive  bailout 
frinds.  According  to  a  com- 
pany report,  "The  failure  of 
AIG  would  cause  turmoil  in 
the  U.S.  economy  and  global 
markets,  and  have  multiple 
and  potentially  catastrophic 
unforeseen  consequences". 
The  report  concluded, 


"What  happens  to  AIG 
has  the  potential  to  trigger 
a  cascading  set  of  fijrther 
failures  which  cannot  be 
stopped  except  by  extraor- 
dinary means".  The  collapse 
would  wreak  havoc  on  the 
financial  industry  such  as 
tremendous  losses  for  trad- 
ing partners  and  damaged 
confidence  in  the  financial 


system.  Investors,  as  a  pre- 
cautionary measure,  might 
pull  money  out  of  the  sys- 
tem -  a  death  knell  for  the 
slock  market. 

Some,  however,  re- 
main unsold  on  this  domino 
theory  of  economic  doom- 
and-gloom. 

A  growing  handftii  of 
analysts  feel  that  the  bailout 
has  done  little  to  stabilize 
a  shaky  market  or  prevent 
fiiture  fallout.  Moreover, 
many  are  opposed  to  AlG's 
specious  claim  that  its  fail- 
ure would  bring  about  the 
American  economy's  ruin- 
afion. 

Bill  Seidman,  the 
former  chairman  of  the 
FDIC,  does  not  believe  that 
if  major  banks  were  to  close 
the  country  would  lapse  into 
a  depression.  Seidman,  who 
orchestrated  the  government 
bailout  during  the  savings 
and  loan  crisis,  is  confident 

Continued  on  page  3. 


A  Journey  Into  the  Woods:  Featured  artist  Barbara  Hadden 


By  Kathryn  Guerra 

Staff  Writer 


Barbara  Hadden,  a 
painter/photographer,  is  the 
feature  artist  in  this  month's 
gallery  show  at  the  Campus 
Center.  There,  her  watercol- 
ors  and  oils  of  lushly  green, 
however  sparse  woods,  are 
juxtaposed  with  black  and 
white  photographs  of  sil- 
vered trees. 

The  chaotic  scenes 
are  composed  well  with  the 
blurred  oils  and  flowing 
watercolors  employed  by 
Hadden.  They  allow  her  to 
obtain  a  kind  of  figurative 
realism,  capturing  what  is 
there  through  spirit  rather 
than  form. 

Gallery  curator  Pa- 
tricia Jenks  was  immedi- 
ately attracted  to  Hadden's 
paintings,  which  she  feels 
strikes  a  wonderful  balance 
between  realism  and  ab- 
straction. "I  love  her  paint- 
ings, they're  just  so  rich. 
Being  an  abstract  painter 
myself  I  saw  the  abstrac- 
fion  and  I  saw  the  real  -  this 


To  see  more  of  Hadden  s  beautiful  work  be  sure  to  visit  the  WNEC  art  gallery 
Image:  Barbara  Hadden 's  web  site 


wonderful  edge  she  is  sitting 
on  between  realism  and  ab- 
straction. That's  really  kind 
of  neat  the  way  she  does 
it".  While  there  are  several 
paintings  of  water  -  includ- 
ing a  river  and  a  waterfall 
-  most  of  Hadden's  paint- 
ings feature  the  woods. 

Since  a  fateful  trip  to 


the  Vermont  Studio  Center 
nearly  ten  years  ago.  Had- 
den has  exclusively  painted 
woods. 

She  has  found  the 
woods  to  provide  ample 
opportunity  for  the  chaotic 
scenes  she  so  loves  to  paint; 
fragmented  snapshots  of  a 
glorious,  leafy  world.  Fur- 


thermore, the  universality 
of  'the  woods'  allows  Had- 
den to  connect  with  many 
different  people. 

"The  woods  are  kind  of 
my  through  line.  People  can 
have  an  experience  already 
and  come  into  it". 

Bom  in  Gennany, 
Continued  on  page  3. 
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Interested  in  Writing? 

The  Westerner  is  al- 
ways looking  for  writers, 
whether  you  are  an  ac- 
complished journalist  or 
just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  8:00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  in  Rivers  105, 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


Global  Sustainability  Who? 


By  Kayla  Faught-Hodgson 

Contributing  Writer 

As  students,  people, 
and  as  inhabitants  of  this 
planet.  The  Global  Sustain- 
ability Club  strives  to  not 
only  make  our  campus  as 
eco  friendly  as  possible,  but 
to  educate  the  student  body, 
as  well  as  faculty  on  key 
environmental  issues  in  our 
world,  and  on  our  campus. 

The  Global  Sustain- 
ability Club  was  started 
about  2  years  ago  as  an 
LBC  project,  and  in  these 
past  few  semesters  has  real- 
ly been  refurbished  and  put 
in  a  new  direction.  We  were 
actively  involved  with  Ar- 
amark's  "Going  Trayless" 
campaign  in  the  cafeteria 
last  year,  as  well  as  getting 
WNEC  involved  with  com- 
mitting to  an  environmental 
plan  for  the  fijture. 

President  Caprio  has 
been  very  supportive  of  our 
environmental  efforts,  and 
has  been  working  with  a 


task  force  on  an  interdis- 
ciplinary program  on  sus- 
tainability that  will  hope- 
Hilly  be  offered  at  WNEC 
in  the  future. 

Our  upcoming 
projects  include  turning 
Earth  Day,  April  22,  into 
Earth  Week,  but  hosting 
an  environmental  bazaar,  a 
guest  speaker,  and  a  lecture 


on  solar  panels  by  Professor 
Freedman  of  the  Engineer- 
ing department. 

In  the  future,  our 
club  hopes  to  work  towards 
getting  every  WNEC  stu- 
dent to  recycle.  Recycling  is 
one  of  the  easiest  ways  we 
can  contribute  to  the  cause 
and  reduce  our  impact. 
There  are  bins  located  in  all 


residential  areas,  academic 
halls,  the  Campus  Center, 
the  Library,  and  the  AHLC. 
We  advise  everyone  not 
to  be  fooled  by  those  blue 
bins. . .  you  can  put  more  into 
them  than  cans  and  bottles. 
Students  are  encouraged  to 
place  rinsed  out  soup  cans, 
glass  containers,  and  cereal 
boxes  into  the  bins,  as  well 
as  any  kind  of  paper. 

I  f  anyone  feels  an  in- 
terest in  our  club,  or  has  an 
issue  or  idea  that  they  would 
like  to  bring  to  our  attention 
or  have  implemented,  we 
encourage  you  to  attend  our 
meetings,  which  are  Tues- 
day's® 12:30  in  CC7.  Dur- 
ing this  time  we  will  also  be 
collecting  old  cell  phones 
to  be  sent  to  a  nonprofit  or- 
ganization that  will  recycle 
them. 

It  only  takes  a  few 
people  to  make  an  impact 
and  change  the  world.  And 
that  change  could  start  here 
at  WNEC,  with  us! 


New  quiet  hours 
next  semester! 


By  Taiany  Goulart 

Staff  Writer 


This  coming  fall, 
along  with  the  new  freshman 
class  and  new  dorms,  comes 
new  quiet  hours!  Nicole 
Mcgrath,  Assistant  Director 
of  Residence  Life  for  Op- 
erations, has  announced  the 
new  time  for  weekday  quiet 
hours,  1 0pm.  The  weekend 
quiet  hours  time  is  still  set  at 
midnight.  This  idea  bubbled 
up  from  Student  Senate's 
Grievance  Chair  Person, 
Katie  Slepecki.  The  add- 
ed hour  will  give  students 
coming  back  from  evening 
classes  extra  time  to  unwind 
after  a  long  day.  The  only 
problem  seen  with  the  new 
time  is  making  sure  that  the 
students  that  are  trying  to 
sleep,  such  as  athletes  and 
ROTC,  get  a  chance  to  rest. 
It's  unsure  whether  it  could 
help  decrease  violations  in 
dorms.  Although  we  may 
have  an  extra  hour  to  enjoy 
our  day,  keep  in  mind  that 
the  24  hour  courtesy  hours 
are  still  in  effect. 


WNEC  &  Fair  Trade:  questions  unanswered 


By  Mike  Murray 

Editor 

Coffee  seems  to  be 
the  staple  in  many  college 
students  diet.  At  WNEC,  a 
good  portion  of  said  coffee 
may  come  fi^om  Java  City, 
located  in  the  Campus  Cen- 
ter and  the  Library  however, 
what  students  may  not  real- 
ize is  that  the  coffee  they 
drink  (the  writer  included) 
is  not  obtained  through  hu- 
mane means-  human  beings 
are  being  exploited  for  our 
caffeine  kick. 

Fair  trade  coffee  are 
beans  that  are  growm  and 
roasted  by  farmers  and  trad- 
ed with  large  nations,  such 
as  the  United  States  (the 
largest  coffee  consumer  in 
the  world),  for  fair  and  rea- 
sonable prices  set,  in  agree- 
ment, by  the  farmer  and 
buyer.  The  purpose  of  this 
is  to  help  the  small  farmers 
and  struggling  economies 
of  countries  such  as  Colum- 
bia and  Ethiopia,  that  grow 
a  significant  amount  of  cof- 
fee distributed  throughout 
the  U.S.  One  may  presume 
that  this  is  always  how  busi- 
ness is  conducted  however 
any  law,  political  science, 
economics  or  business  stu- 
dent here  at  WNEC  should 


be  able  to  explain  that  this 
is  not  the  case. 

In  the  non-fair  trade 
market  many  negative  im- 
plications exist.  Workers  are 
allowed  to  work  in  unsani- 
tary and  unsafe  conditions 
for  extensive  periods  of  time 
for  little  pay.  Furthermore, 
it  is  not  uncommon  for  there 
to  be  a  "middleman"  who 
skims  capital  off  the  top 
by  "negotiating"  with  local 
farmers.  This  is  caused  by 
countries  buying  coffee  be- 
low production  cost,  not  al- 
lowing farmers,  who's  only 
option  for  income  is  farm- 
ing, to  pay  their  employees 
well  enough  or  maintain  the 
working  conditions,  essen- 
tially creating  cyclical  pov- 
erty and  debt.  This  is  eco- 
nomically "advantageous" 
because,  due  to  increasing 
debt,  farmers  are  forced  to 
produce  and  sell  more  cof- 
fee in  order  to  attempt  to 
break  even  with  production 
costs,  all  the  while  being 
paid  less  than  their  prod- 
uct and  labor  is  worth,  cre- 
ating a  large  discrepancy 
between  amount  of  hours 
worked,  amount  of  prod- 
ucts produced  and  amount 
paid.  This  saves  the  buyers 
(i.e  Europe,  U.S,  Southeast 


Asia)  money.  This  practice 
was  not  addressed  until 
1999. 

Aramark,  the  company 
that  provides  WNEC  with 
all  of  its  food  and  drinks  in 
the  Cafeteria,  Campus  Cen- 
ter and  Java  City,  provides 
the  option  for  fair  trade  cof- 
fee. Campus's  such  as  Yale, 
Brandies,  Loyola  of  Chica- 
go, and  most  recently  Trin- 
ity College,  all  schools  us- 
ing Aramark,  have  fair  trade 
coffee.  Java  City,  according 
to  their  website,  also  pro- 
vides four  fair  trade  options 
(Cafe  Del  Corazon,  Decaf 
Cafe  Del  Corazon.  Utopian 
Blend,  and  Vanilla  Bean). 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege's Java  City  does  not 
provide  any  consistent  fair 
trade  options. 

According  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Houston,  Ara- 
mark provides  the  option  to 
all  Universities  to  purchase 
and  procure  fair  trade  cof- 
fee to  their  students.  WNEC 
serves  fair  trade  coffee  in 
the  Cafeteria  but  does  not 
choose  to  sell  fair  trade  cof- 
fee in  Java  City.  Presump- 
tion about  cost  reduction 
maybe  speculated  (non-fair 
trade  is  cheaper)  but  con- 
crete facts  about  the  rea- 
sons remain  to  be  seen. 
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Bailout  Continued. 

that  bank  failure  would  not 
lead  to  a  so-called  domino 
effect  of  economic  malaise. 
"1  don't  think  we  would 
bring  down  the  system  by 
doing  that,"  he  said.  Fur- 
thermore, critics  are  non- 
plussed by  the  immensely 
expensive  bailout. 

Phil  Kerpen,  direc- 
tor of  policy  for  Americans 
for  Prosperity,  an  anti-tax 
lobbying  group,  has  called 
upon  the  government  to  stop 
"throwing  good  money  after 
bad".  He  continued,  "There 


might  be  some  contagion. 
There  might  not  be.  But  we 
know  for  certain  that  the 
course  we're  on  now  isn't 
working".  An  angry  public 
has  become  largely  unsup- 
portive  of  bailout  efforts. 

Ron  Stewart  who 
works  at  the  Quizno's  and 
Real  Food  on  Campus 
(RFOC)  in  the  Campus 
Center,  is  critical  of  politi- 
cians whom  he  feels  have 
done  little  to  help  the  Amer- 
ican people.  "Admirers  of 
the  rich,"  or  so  Mr.  Stewart 
calls  them,  "politicians  have 
the  power  to  enact  meaning- 


ful change  but  ultimately 
will  not  do  so.  They  will, 
instead,  continue  helping 
special  interests". 

"Instead  of  bailing 
out  banks,  bail  out  people 
and  the  banks  will  get  their 
money.  Why  give  them 
money  and  the  people  are 
still  poor,"  wondered  Stew- 
art. "They  go  right  to  the 
top  and  try  to  fix  it.  It's  not 
fixing  it. ..it's  only  causing 
more  pain  at  the  bottom". 
Especially  painful  for  some 
was  taxpayer  dollars  being 
used  to  pay  for  AIG  bonus- 


Last  week,  418  AIG 
employees  were  paid  nearly 
$1 65  million  in  bonuses,  part 
of  a  $450  million  retention 
program  slated  for  comple- 
tion in  2009.  Perhaps  to  his 
credit,  Obama  has  called  the 
bailouts  infuriating. 

"That  is  the  kind  of 
approach  that  led  us  into  this 
mess,"  he  said  last  Wednes- 
day. "And  that  is  something 
we  have  to  change  if  we're 
truly  going  to  turn  our  econ- 
omy around  and  move  this 
country  forward".  Change 
may  be  less  than  forthcom- 
ing speculates  Zahiruddin 


Alim,  an  adjunct  economics 
professor  at  Western  New 
England  College.  "By  prop- 
ping up  the  banks  President 
Obama  has  shown  himself 
to  be  a  defender  of  a  pri- 
vately owned  capitalist  sys- 
tem dominated  by  corpora- 
tions...Obama  is  a  Harvard 
graduate  and  all  the  recent 
presidents  seem  to  be  Ivy 
League  graduates.  And  all 
the  corporations  getting  the 
billions  seem  to  be  domi- 
nated by  graduates  of  top 
schools... There  seems  to  be 
a  kind  of  conspiracy  of  elit- 
ism there,"  he  concluded. 


Featured  Artist 
Continued. 

Hadden  lived  in  Europe  and 
Israel  until  age  12  when  her 
family  moved  to  the  United 
States.  She  believes  that 
traveling  a  lot,  from  Ger- 
many to  Austria  to  Israel  to 
the  United  States  -  and  the 
subsequent  "longing  for  a 
land"  that  developed  -  had 
a  profound  impact  on  her 
sense  of  place.  In  Israel, 
Hadden  fell  in'  love  with 
landscape,  specifically  the 
orange  dunes  and  warm 
Mediterranean  ocean.  It  was 
the  one  place,  she  said,  that  I 
was  most  attached  to.  Leav- 
ing very  abruptly  and  never 
going  back  was  difficult.  "I 
really  was  attached  to  being 
outdoors  there.  And  have 
a  great  longing  to  be  back, 
longing  for  a  place  I'm  nev- 
er to  go  back  to". 

Traveling  a  lot  cre- 
ated a  profound  longing  for 


land  that  Hadden  has  since 
tried  to  recapture  through 
her  artwork.  In  the  absence 
of  a  true  home  place,  she 
has  woven  together  bits  and 
pieces  of  land  -  some  real 
others  imagined  -  in  her 
paintings  and  photographs 
to  create  a  discamate  place. 
She  has  painted  a  realm  that 
is  both  real  and  imagined, 
of  trees  and  woodlands,  to 
travel  with  both  viewer  and 
artist,  no  matter  where  they 
go  or  what  they  leave  be- 
hind. 

Isolation  is  the  other 
through  line  in  Hadden's 
work.  Drawing  on  her  well- 
spring  of  loss  has  enabled 
her  to  connect  with  others 
far  beyond  the  more  sim- 
plistic -  however  still  im- 
portant -  person  to  woods 
relationship.  "I  used  to  think 
that  having  traveled  and 
lived  in  other  places  made 
me  different.  But  the  more  I 
experience  life  and  read  sto- 
ries and  hear  other  people's 


stories  I  think  that  everyone 
has  a  bit  of  that  going  on," 
Hadden  paused,  "even  if 
they  live  in  the  same  house 
their  whole  lives". 

Through  her  paint- 
ings, Hadden  allows  us  to 
follow  her  upon  a  journey 
into  the  untamed  and  un- 
kempt woods.  It  is  through 
Hadden's  eyes  that  the  seem- 
ingly mundane  -  shrubs, 
branches,  tree  trunks  -  be- 
come extraordinary.  And 
through  her  brush  strokes 
that  ordinary  trees  become 
the  ingress  into  a  world  of 
enchantment. 

Finding  the  extraor- 
dinary in  the  ordinary  isn't 
unusual  for  Hadden.  Nor 
is  the  sense  of  loss  when  a 
much-loved  place  slowly 
disappears.  As  an  adult  liv- 
ing in  Boston,  Hadden  was 
more  enamored  with  the 
city's  untamed  parks  and 
equally  tumultuous  ethnic 
strife,  than  she  was  with 
the  glass  skyscrapers  and 


gleaming  steel  monoliths. 
A  former  landfill  by  the 
Charles  River,  teeming 
with  wildlife,  proved  fer- 
tile ground  for  her  imagi- 
nation and  paintings. 

Today,  the  much 
less  wild  Millennium  Park 
has  been  erected  in  its  place, 
well-groomed  and  overrun 
by  joggers  and  young  par- 
ents with  baby  strollers. 
Like  the  rest  of  Hadden's 
places,  her  best  memories 
of  living  in  Boston  are  of  a 
city  that  is,  alas,  no  more. 

Several  years  ago  a 
friend  needed  a  pair  of  over- 
sized clown  shoes.  Hadden 
immediately  knew  where 
to  go  -  Jack's  Joke  Shop. 
But  America's  [self-billed] 
Oldest  Continually-Run- 
ning Joke  Shop  had  closed 
in  2006.  More  than  a  store 
to  buy  fake  dog  turds  and 
whoopee  cushions.  Jack's 
was  one  of  the  last  of  the 
city's  quickly  vanishing 
underbelly. 


Like  the  former  land- 
fill that  is  now  Millennium 
Park,  it  had  aged  into  a 
world  that  no  longer  needed 
nor  wanted  it. 

Progress  -  but  with  a 
price.  For  the  sentimentalist, 
and  there's  a  little  in  all  of 
us,  it  is  sad  to  see  the  old  go. 
Especially  when  the  past  so 
encouraged  exploration  and 
adventure,  in  comparison, 
the  new  may  be  tame  to  the 
point  of  tedium. 

Similariy  so,  Hadden's 
work  serves  to  capture  the 
disappearing  bastion  of 
New  England  -the  woods. 
The  fleeting  photographs 
and  near-abstract  oils  hark 
back  to  a  time  when  nature 
wasn't  overrun  by  hous- 
ing developments  and  free- 
ways didn't  carve  through 
pristine  forest.  Back  when 
Millennium  Park  was  better 
known  as  the  Gardner  Street 
landfill  and  Jack's  still  sold 
whoopee-cushions  by  the 
ton. 


f  PUBLIC  SAFE'IT  BLOTTER  » 


WNEC  Public 
Safyty  Mission 
^Statement 

"The  primary  mis- 
sion of  the  Western 
New  England  College 
Department  of  Public 
Safety  is  to  protect  life 
and  property.  Fulfill- 
ing our  obligations  to 
the  College  Communi- 
ty, we  enforce  Federal, 
State  and  Local  Laws 
as  well  as  College 
rules  and  regulations. 
We  are  dedicated  to  the 
prevention  and  detec- 
tion of  crime.  We  rec- 


ognize our  responsibili- 
ty to  preserve  individual 
rights  and  afford  dignity 
and  respect  to  every  in- 
dividual. 

We  are  committed 
to  being  responsive  to 
our  College  Community 
in  the  delivery  of  quali- 
ty services.  We  provide 
comprehensive  security 
and  law  enforcement 
services  to  the  com- 
munity that  enables  a 
member  to  pursue  aca- 
demic goals,  intellectu- 
al pursuits,  and  to  live, 
work,  and  study  in  an 


environment  of  safety 
and  security. 

We  offer  emergen- 
cy medical  services,  24 
hours  a  day.  Our  staff 
can  provide  a  wide  vari- 
ety of  programs  to  edu- 
cate students  on  such 
issues  as  crime  preven- 
tion, date  rape,  and  al- 
cohol /  drug  awareness. 
Our  objective  is  to  im- 
prove the  quality  of  life 
through  community 
partnership,  which  pro- 
motes a  safe  and  secure 
campus." 


Crime  Prevention 
Tips  for  your 
vehicle. 

-  Always  lock  your 
car  doors  and  make  sure 
the  windows  are  rolled 
up. 

-  Don't  leave  any 
valuables  laying  in  your 
car  that  someone  walk- 
ing by  might  see.  Re- 
move money,  wallets, 
purses,  CD  holders,  ra- 
dar detectors,  and  cell 
phones. 

-  If  you  have  an  af- 


termarket  stereo  with  a 
removable  face  plate, 
remove  it  and  take  it 
with  you.  Your  car  is 
less  fikely  to  be  bro- 
ken into  if  a  thief  can't 
see  aftermarket  stereo 
equipment. 

Don't  leave 
your  keys  in  the  car, 
or  leave  your  car  run- 
ning... even  for  a  few 
minutes.  Cars  can  be 
stolen  in  less  than  a 
minute  without  keys... 
even  quicker  if  the 
car's  already  running. 


www.  wnec.edu/dps 


More  at:  http:/Avwwl.wnec.edu/dps/index.cfm?seIection=doc.6901 
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^EWS  &  FEATURES 

WNEC's  Hidden  Ireasure  


By  Taiany  Goulart 

Slaff  Writer 

Hidden  in  Churchill 
is  Western  New  England 
College's  Polling  Institute, 
run  by  co-directors  Dr.  Tim 
Vercellott  and  Dr.  Denine 
Northrup.  The  Polling  In- 
stitute first  started  in  2006 
with  Professor  Sullivan  as 
its  first  director.  Its  pur- 
poses included  teaching  stu- 
dents about  survey  research, 
raising  the  College's  profile 
by  releasing  data  to  media 
sources,  and  generating  data 
for  faculty  research.  The 
information  collected  ben- 
efits our  College  because 
the  press  coverage  brings 
positive  media  attention.  It 
benefits  our  community  by 
giving  citizens  a  voice.  In 
the  Institute's  first  year  it 
conducted  two  surveys,  in 
its  second,  three  surveys, 
and  this  year  a  total  of  five 
surveys  are  being  conduct- 
ed. The  goal  is  to  have  five 
or  six  a  year  fi"om  now  on. 
Challenges  the  co-direc- 
tors have  faced  are  writing 
questions  for  the  survey  that 


are  valid  and  reliable  and 
predicting  what  needs  to  be 
measured.  The  next  poll, 
beginning  April  5*.  will  be 
about  recycling  habits  and 
will  focus  on  a  certain  city 
or  region  in  Massachusetts. 
Polling  hours  are  from  5pm- 
9pm  on  select  days  and  last 
for  about  two  weeks.  Stu- 
dents usually  get  the  most 
completed  surveys  from 
Caucasian  women  between 
the  ages  of  30-64.  The 
challenge  is  getting  young 
people,  men,  and  other  eth- 
nicity's. When  a  student 
calls  a  phone  number  he  or 
she  must  first  ask  to  speak 
to  the  youngest  male,  age  1 8 
or  older.  It's  been  reported 
that  mostly  women  answer 
the  home  phone,  so  by  doing 
this  the  institute  has  a  better 
chance  of  getting  surveys 
completed  by  half  women 
and  half  men.  The  new  im- 
provement to  be  made  to  the 
Polling  Institute  is  its  growth 
from  12  stations  to  20  sta- 
tions. A  surprising  finding 
with  this  past  February's 
poll  was  that  when  people 


were  asked  if  the  economy 
and  their  personal  finances 
would  get  better  or  worse, 
the  greatest  optimism  came 
from  yoimg  people.  Those 
aged  50-64  had  the  greatest 
anxiety.  The  phone  num- 
bers are  selected  using  ran- 
dom digit  dialing,  meaning 
that  the  computer  randomly 
generates  the  numbers.  This 
ensures  that  residents  have 
an  equal  chance  of  being 
selected  to  participate  in  the 
survey  and  their  identity  is 
confidential. 

Students  have  the 
opportunity  to  use  poll- 
ing as  an  LBC  or  ILP,  and 
get  paid  $8  an  hour,  even 
if  they  don't  have  work 
study.  Around  6pm,  one  of 
the  co-directors  leaves  to 
bring  back  pizza  and  water 
for  students.  Each  night  the 
student  with  the  most  com- 
pleted polls  and  the  student 
with  the  last  completed  poll 
of  the  night  receives  a  gift 
card  of  his  or  her  choice 
that  is  provided.  Students 
can  get  involved  with  the 
Polling  Institute  by  email- 


ing either  Dr.  Northrup  or 
Dr  Vercellott  at  dnorthrufa 
wnec.edu  or  lv297274fH' 
wnec.edu.  When  asked  Dr. 
Vercellott  as  asked  for  any 
last  words,  he  said  "I  am  so 
proud  of  students  who  work 
for  us,  some  come  for  class 
to  fulfill  requirements,  like 
the  money,  or  both.  They 
are  becoming  very  skilled 
telephone  interviewers  and 
so  the  institute  is  succeed- 
ing in  teaching  our  students 
how  to  collect  data  in  a  sci- 
entific way." 

The  results  from 
each  survey  can  be  seen  on 
WNEC's  news  website.  If 
you  are  interested  in  be- 
ing an  Interviewer,  keep  in 
mind  that  they  want  reliable 
students  that  commit  to  their 
hours. 


The  Westerner  Needs 
More  Writers! 

Do  you  have  strong  opin- 
ions? 

Are  you  involved  on  cam- 
pus? 

Do  you  like  writing? 

Do  you  ever  wisli  you  were 
involved  on  campus? 

If  you  answered  yes  to  any 
of  tliose  questions  joining 
The  Westerner  Staff  may 
be  just  the  right  thing  for 
you  to  make  your  voice 
heard  across  campus. 

If  you  are  interested  in 
joining  come  to  the  next 
meeting  or  send  an  e-mail 
to  thewesternersn@yalioo. 
com 

Meeting  Time: 

Tuesdays  @  6pm  in  Rivers 

Room  lOS 


WNEC's  Seventh  Annual  Media  Festival 


By  Alicia  Mascia 

Contributing  Writer 

The  seventh  annual 
Student  Media  Festival  is 
fast  approaching  with  new 
opportunities  as  it  expands 
in  2009. 

The  Media  Festival 
provides  any  Western  New 
England  College  student  an 
opportunity  to  show  their 
creative,  innovative  video 
projects,  whether  done  for  a 
class  or  just  for  fiin. 

Students  will  be  recog- 
nized and  rewarded  for  their 
excellence. 


Chair  of  the  Department 
of  Communication,  Doug- 
las Battema  said,  "There  are 
real  benetlts  to  the  Media 
Festival.  The  competition 
helps  students  make  projects 
even  better  than  they  might 
be,  because  they  know  they 
will  be  seen,  judged,  and 
reviewed  by  people  with  a 
great  knowledge  of  video 
and  audio  productions.  It 
also  shows  the  greater  com- 
munity what  our  students 
can  do  and  what  our  pro- 
gram teaches." 

Three  new  categories 
in  the  Festival  this  year 


include:  Radio  Reporting 
(through  the  WAMC  Ad- 
vanced Radio  Reporting 
class)  the  production  of 
non-profit  videos  (through 
the  Institute  for  Media  and 
Non-Profit  Production)  and 
Public  Service  Announce- 
ments/or TV  Commercials. 
The  Festival  also  includes 
the  traditional  categories  of 
TV  Reports  and  Music  Vid- 
eos. 

Winners  receive  a 
trophy,  a  certificate  and 
prize  money  fi'om  the  Jury 
Awards.  The  audience  also 
votes  that  night  for  the  best 


video  in  the  popular  Peo- 
ple's Choice  Awards. 

The  deadline  for  sub- 
mission is  (Tax  Day!)  Noon 
-  April  15.  Submissions 
must  be  on  a  DVD  with 
the  person's  name,  phone 
number,  category,  and  title 
of  video.  All  entries  must 
be  submitted  to  Prof.  Bren- 
da  Carton's  office  (Rivers 
115)  in  the  Department  of 
Communication.  Anyone 
can  enter  and  all  entries  are 
screened  for  submission  to 
the  Festival.  TV  Reports 
and  Music  Videos  must  be 
less  than  3:00,  PSA's  or  TV 


Commercials  less  than  1 :00, 
and  radio  reports  and  non- 
profit videos  less  than  5:00. 

2008  winners  include 
Matt  Caron's  American  Red 
Cross  TV  Report  and  Ryan 
Kravontka's  Wake  Me  Up 
Music  Video. 

The  Festival  will  be 
held  in  Sleith  100,  Wednes- 
day, April  29,  from  7:00 
p.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  It  is  fi-ee 
and  open  to  the  public.  For 
more  information  contact 
the  Festival  Coordinator, 
Alicia  Mascia  at  aliciamas- 
cia@optonline.net. 


J]    iTunes  Top  Fives  «-/«y.-..,eG/^.« 

Top  5  Songs: 

1.  Right  Round -Flo  Rida 

2.  Poker  Face  -  Lady  GaGa 

3.  Kiss  Me  Thru  the  Phone  -  Souija  Boy  Tell 
'Em  (feat.  Sammie) 

4.  Sugar  -  Flo  Rida  (feat.  Wynter) 

5.  Gives  You  Hell  -  The  Ail-American  Rejects 

Writer's  Song  Pick:  Like  Spinning  Plates  - 
Radiohead 

Top  5  Albums: 

1.  Twilight  Soundtrack  -  Various  Artists 

2.  Hannah  Montana:  The  Movie  Soundtrack  - 
Miley  Cyrus  &  Hannah  Montana 

3.  In  A  Perfect  World...  -  Keri  Hilson 

4.  Metamorphosis  -  Papa  Roach 

5.  Approaching  Normal  -  Blue  October 

Writer's  Album  Pick:  Live  At  Java  Joe 's  - 
Jason  Mraz 
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Stageless  spring  performance  is  hot! 


By  Liz  Collins 

Contributing  Writer 

An  energetic  group  of 
young  actors  warm  up  their 
bodies  and  vocal  cords.  It's 
another  day  of  rehearsal  for 
the  Stageless  Players,  West- 
em  New  England  College's 
Acting  Group.  Barely  un- 
derstandable tongue  twisters 
are  spoken  at  rapid  speeds  to 
stretch  the  vocal  cords  for  a 
night  of  rehearsing  Hotbed 
Hotel,  this  year's  spring  per- 
formance. After  the  actors 
are  properly  warmed  up. 
Student  Director  Heather 
Coulter  listens  to  the  cast's 
concerns  and  finds  efficient 
ways  to  address  the  prob- 
lems brought  up.  "Today  is 
a  day  of  clean-up"  Coulter 
says;  the  group  is  finding 
kinks  to  work  out  before  the 
real  deal. 

Once  the  cast  starts 
running  through  the  play  it 
is  evident  that  they  are  well 
rehearsed;  they  are  off-book 
(not  using  the  script)  even 
though  they  still  have  a 
couple  of  weeks  until  their 
performance.  The  group  is 
energetic,  to  say  the  least. 
There  is  an  obvious  cama- 
raderie between  the  cast 
members;  there  is  a  lot  of 
laughing  and  smiling  going 
on  as  well  as  sharing  inside 
jokes  and  quoting  popular 
movies. 


Junior  student  Steve 
Hohl  says  "this  is  the  most 
fun  I've  had  during  any 
show.  Everyone  brings 
something  special  to  re- 
hearsal which  makes  it  more 
fun."  Senior  student  Patty 
Rau  adds  that  there  is  a  "fiin 
cast  and  lots  of  energy." 
Annemarie  Sharkey,  also  a 
senior,  says  that  "everyone 
brings  a  different  dynamic, 
it's  crazy!"  Heather  Perez, 
a  sophomore,  states  that 
she  "wouldn't  want  to  work 
with  anyone  else." 

Hotbed  Hotel  is  the 
first  spring  production  that 
is  solely  student  directed. 
Coulter  says  "I  have  the  ut- 
most faith  in  the  cast  that  the 
show  is  going  to  be  amazing 
and  that  they'll  get  all  the 
applause  they  deserve."  She 
also  states  that  "it  has  been 
difficult  to  work  with  mini- 
mal resources  but  we're 
making  the  best  of  it  by  uti- 
lizing outside  resources  and 
our  student  body." 

The  play  contains  an 
appropriate  balance  of  adult 
humor  that  college  students 
will  enjoy.  Sophomore  stu- 
dent Mike  Gittleman  gives 
a  warning:  "be  prepared  to 
laugh"  he  says.  Rau  adds 
that  "logic  seems  to  leave" 
the  play.  Junior  student  Alex 
Bajdechi  says  that  there  are 
"three  men  in  their  boxers 
in  a  bed."  Sophomore  stu- 


dent Vicky  Nardone  adds 
that  "everyone  runs  around 
naked"  which  adds  to  the 
humor. 

The  WNEC  and 
Springfield  communities 
are  encouraged  to  come  out 
and  enjoy  this  humorous 
performance.  Hohl  advises 
the  communities  to  "come, 
relax,  have  fun  and  see  a 
wonderful  piece  of  enter- 
tainment." Gittleman  adds 
that  "we  work  really  hard, 
so  come  support  us." 

Hotbed  Hotel  will  be 
performed  Friday,  April  3"* 
at  7pm  and  Saturday,  April 
4'^  at  1pm  and  7pm.  Ticket 
prices  are  $3  for  students, 
$4  for  faculty  and  staff  and 
$6  for  the  general  public. 
Come  support  the  Stageless 
Players  by  joining  them  in 
laughter  and  fun. 


Comedian  Greg  Fitzsismmons 
Performing  at  WNEC! 


By  Jefr  Gaudioso 

Contributing  Writer 

On  Saturday  April 
4*,  Emmy  award  winning 
writer  and  comedian  Greg 
Fitzsimmons  will  be  per- 
forming live  on  campus  in 
Rivers  auditorium  at  9pm. 
Throughout  Greg's  stand- 
up  career,  he  has  performed 
on  the  Late  Show  with  Da- 
vid Letterman,  The  Tonight 
Show  with  Jay  Leno,  Late 
Night  with  Conan  O'Brien, 
The  Carson  Daily  Show, 


Image:  Greg  Fitzsimmons '  Website 


and  the  Andy  Dick  Show. 
In  addition  to  being  known 
for  his  career  as  a  stand-up 
comedian,  Greg  was  also  a 
writer  for  The  Ellen  Dege- 
neres  Show  where  he  won 
four  daytime  Emmys.  You 
may  have  also  seen  Greg 
lately  as  a  regular  contributor 
on  Vhl's  show  "Best  Week 
Ever".  He  has  performed 
his  own  stand-up  special  on 
Comedy  Central,  the  HBO 


Comedy  Showcase,  and  at 
dozens  of  private  or  corpo- 
rate events  over  the  last  few 
years.  Now  is  your  chance 
to  see  him  perform  on  cam- 
pus. For  more  information 
on  Greg  and  to  see  some  of 
his  stand-up  comedy  mate- 
rial, please  check  out  com- 
edycentral.com  and  search 
for  Greg  Fitzsimmons. 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


Franzi$kaner 


By  Alex  O'toole  and  Gerrit  Petersons 

Staff  Writers 


Note:  All  students  imbibing 
alcohol  must  be  of  age.  Please  drink 
responsibly  and  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidelines  and  rules  regarding  alcohol 
possession,  use.  and  procurement. 


If  you're  into  German 
imports  and  are  willing 
to  try  something  new  and 
interesting,  Franziskaner 
Hefe-Weisse  is  a  solid  bet. 
The  fi-iendly  monk  on  the 
front  of  the  bottle  implies 
that  this  drink  will  leave 
you  satisfied.  The  pour  of 
the  beer  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  parts  of  the  ex- 
perience. In  order  to  do 
this,  you  leave  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  beer  in  the  bottle 
and  swirl  it  to  draw  up  the 
thin  layer  of  wheat  on  the 
bottom.  Once  the  bottom  is 
swirled  away,  you  add  the 
small  amount  and  watch  as 
it  mixes  with  the  rest.  We 
have  both  had  the  beer  with 
and  without  the  bottom  and, 
take  it  from  us,  it  just  isn't 


the  same.  When  this  beer 
is  prepared  properly,  it  is 
strange  at  first  to  those  that 
are  unfamiliar  to  its  banana- 
like taste.  Once  a  few  sips 
have  been  taken,  however, 
and  you  get  used  to  the 
taste,  it  becomes  smooth 
and  delicious.  Some  may 
think  that  it's  too  delicious 
and,  for  the  price  of  $2  for  a 
pint,  this  can  be  dangerous. 
Franziskaner  has  the  perfect 
balance  in  that  it  isn't  too 
heavy  and  isn't  too  light  ei- 
ther. We  give  this  beer  four 
out  of  five  pitchers  in  that 
Franziskaner's  best  aspect 
is  its  explosive  flavor  that 
may  become  dull  after  a  few 
pints. 


Franziskaner 
Rating 


4.0/5  Beers 


By:  Adie  Giguere 
Keepin  it  Green! 

•  Say  No  To  Plastic  Bags  -  If  you're  buying  something 
at  the  bookstore  or  grabbing  food  in  the  Rock,  you're  being 
much  more  eco-fiiendly  if  you  just  carry  or  throw  what- 
ever you  bought  in  your  backpack  or  purse. 

•  Monitor  Your  Use  Of  Paper  Products  -  Paper  isn't 
only  the  kind  you  write  on.  Students  use  up  a  ton  of  paper 
towels  washing  their  hands  and  cleaning  up.  You  can  save 
this  paper  by  only  using  those  one  or  two  pieces  you  actu- 
ally need,  and  by  incorporating  other  cleaning  supplies  like 
sponges  and  dish  towels. 

•  Recvcle  Used  Batteries  -  It's  not  your  most  common 
recyclable,  but  your  dead  batteries  don't  need  to  be  thrown 
away  either.  Set  up  a  place  to  collect  these  for  recycling 
alongside  your  cans  and  bottles. 

Are  you  interested  in  keeping  WNEC  as  green  as  possible? 
Checic  out  the  Global  Sustainability  Club!!  To  join  or  attend 
meetings  email  Bruce  Clemens  for  more  infromation:  Bclcm- 
ens(a).wnec.edu  
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Alienated  from  Reality:  The  Facts  on  Illegal  Immigration 


By  William  F.  Busby 

Contributing  Writer 

In  reflection  to  the 
thoughts  of  some  with 
whom  I  have  spolcen,  and 
more  universally  regarding 
the  attitudes  of  many  to- 
ward illegal  immigration  in 
general,  I  respectfully  take 
a  strong  stance  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  matter.  Simply 
because  it  seems  difficult 
to  keep  illegal  aliens  out  of 
the  country  does  not  mean 
we  should  not  attempt  to  do 
so,  as  some  have  insinuated. 
I'm  not  sure  when  the  ar- 
dent and  virtuous  American 
spirit  which  was  portrayed 
by  so  many  of  our  forefa- 
thers rolled  over  and  died, 
but  1  find  it  disheartening 
that  some  merely  suggest 
we  allow  illegal  immigra- 
tion to  subsist.  Samuel  Ad- 
ams once  stated,  "Among 
the  natural  rights  of  the  col- 
onists are  these:  First  a  right 
to  life,  secondly  to  liberty, 
and  thirdly  to  property;  to- 
gether with  the  right  to  de- 
fend them  in  the  best  manner 
they  can".  I  derive  from  this 
the  implication  that  we  must 
take  up  whichever  means 
are  reasonably  available  in 
protecting  our  property  and 
the  safety  of  our  people. 
In  hindsight,  the  American 
Revolution  was  difficult; 
but  Americans  still  fought 
for  what  they  believed  in 
and  triumphed  in  the  face  of 
adversity,  instead  of  simply 
accepting  the  rapid  changes 
with  which  they  were  fac- 
ing at  the  hands  of  the  Brit- 


ish. I  realize  an  association 
of  illegal  immigration  and 
the  American  Revolution 
may  be  a  bit  much,  however 
it  seemed  a  perfect  exam- 
ple of  the  perseverance  of 
American  people  in  fighting 
for  what  they  believe.  By 
simply  allowing  illegal  im- 
migrants to  enter  the  coun- 
try, subsequent  to  the  vari- 
ous insufficient  methods  of 
border  defense  which  have 
proven  unsuccessful,  Amer- 
ica would  be  sending  a  de- 
featist message  to  the  rest  of 
the  world-  a  message  we  do 
not  want  terrorists  or  other 
extremist  organizations  to 
receive. 

There  are  various  con- 
sequences adherent  to  the 
United  States  and  Mexico 
sharing  an  approximately 
2,000  mile  long  border; 
this  passage  will  expound 
upon  such  tribulations  in 
addition  to  those  of  ille- 
gal immigrants  fi'om  other 
countries.  One  reason  for 
tightening  border  security 
lies  in  the  illegal  drug  trade 
which  runs  rampant  through 
much  of  Central  and  South 
America.  The  United  States 
DBA  states,  "Cocaine  trans- 
portation data  indicate  that 
most  cocaine  available  in 
U.S.  drug  markets  is  smug- 
gled into  the  country  via  the 
U.S. -Mexico  border"  (usdoj. 
gov).  Additionally,  Mexican 
"black  tar"  heroin,  marijua- 
na, and  methamphetamines 
are  routinely  trafTicked  over 
the  border  into  the  United 
States.    Clearly,  and  right- 


fully so,  the  United  States 
has  ground  to  be  displeased 
with  the  vast  amount  of  il- 
legal substances  entering 
through  Mexico.  If  drugs 
such  as  cocaine  continue  to 
be  smuggled  in  this  manner, 
the  illegal  drug  business  in 
the  United  States  will  con- 
tinue to  thrive.  Potential 
results  include  an  increase 
in  crime,  more  drug  arrests 
and  prosecutions,  fiirther 
hindrance  of  the  efficiency 
of  the  already  perplexed 
United  States  Justice  Sys- 
tem, elevated  incarceration 
and  court  expenses,  and  a 
waste  of  invaluable  time 
and  effort. 

Another  more  spoken 
about  issue  regarding  ille- 
gal immigration  lies  in  the 
various  jobs  undocumented 
workers  obtain.  Immigration 
issues  continue  to  be  an  issue 
as  "An  estimated  1 1  million 
to  12  million  undocumented 
immigrants  live  and  work  in 
the  United  States,  or  around 
one  in  every  20  workers 
{dosomething.org)."  By  this 
account,  5%  of  workers  are 
illegal  aliens.  Although  5% 
may  seem  to  be  a  miniscule 
number,  one  should  take  into 
account  the  most  recent  sta- 
tistic proclaiming  8.1%  un- 
employment (U.S.  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics).  Surely 
those  5%  of  jobs  would  of 
great  importance  to  the  mil- 
lions of  jobless  American 
people  and  to  the  exhausted 
American  economy.  I  un- 
derstand that  many  Ameri- 
can employers  hire  these 


individuals  because  they 
can  pay  them  less  and  force 
them  to  work  longer  hours, 
however,  in  this  situation, 
I  believe  the  U.S.  should 
take  initiative  and  pass  laws 
enacting  harsh  penalties 
for  those  caught  employ- 
ing undocumented  illegal 
aliens.  Various  individuals 
with  whom  I  have  spoken 
have  declared  that  it  would 
be  "impossible"  to  prevent 
individuals  from  crossing 
the  border  illegally  and  ob- 
taining jobs.  Others  claim 
the  goal  of  fining  employ- 
ers who  hire  illegal  immi- 
grants to  be  unachievable. 
Although  the  likelihood  of 
some  arguments  regarding 
a  violation  of  the  Eighth 
Amendment's  "excessive 
fines"  clause  will  be  inevita- 
ble it  seems  likely  that  in  the 
interest  of  national  security, 
laws  in  favor  of  providing 
protection  for  the  country 
would  be  afforded  some  lib- 
erty to  flirt  with  the  reason- 
able/excessive guideline.  If 
companies  don't  compre- 
hend the  message  after  one 
or  two  authoritative  fines, 
maybe  temporarily  remov- 
ing their  licenses  to  operate 
their  business  will  persuade 
owners  to  play  by  the  rules. 

Anumberof  individuals 
allege  that  a  tightening  on 
illegal  immigration  would 
be  undesirable  because  im- 
migrants enrich  the  melting 
pot  of  our  country  and  are 
valuable  to  the  economy  as 
business  owners  depend  on 
their  "cheap  labor"  which 
they  contend  helps  keep 
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prices  low.  First,  it  seems 
as  though  cheap  labor  is  not 
what  the  employers  depend 
on  to  sustain  business,  it  is 
merely  a  method  for  them  to 
turn  a  greater  profit;  there- 
fore they  are  just  as  much  to 
blame.  Secondly,  I  believe 
the  perceived  "impossibil- 
ity" in  stopping  undocu- 
mented workers  instead  lies 
in  the  lack  of  realistic  initia- 
tive taken  to  achieve  such 
a  goal.  It  doesn't  matter  if 
we  locate  every  company 
that  hires  illegal  immigrants 
the  first  day,  we  can  start 
with  the  big  companies  and 
gradually  work  toward  the 
goal  of  finding  others  in  at- 
tempts of  giving  jobs  back 
to  American  citizens.  Once 
it  becomes  more  difficult 
for  immigrants  to  find  work 
in  the  United  States  it  seems 
likely  that  fewer  individuals 
will  risk  crossing  the  bor- 
der. Even  if  they  still  make 
the  journey,  at  least  we  will 
have  accomplished  the  goal 
of  providing  employment  to 
tax-paying  Americans,  thus 
boosting  our  own  economy. 
If  this  plan  should  fail,  I 
propose  we  build  a  2,000 
mile  long  "Mexico  Canal" 
to  separate  the  United  States 
from  Mexico  (just  kidding). 

Illegal  immigrants  pose 
many  other  threats.  They 
murder  U.S.  citizens,  kill 
others  while  driving  under 
the  influence  of  alcohol, 
pose  a  threat  to  national  se- 
curity, and  commit  various 
sex  crimes  (usillegalaliens. 
com).  In  no  way  am  I  insin- 
uating that  such  crimes  are 
not  committed  by  Ameri- 
cans, however  such  victim- 
ization could  have  been  pre- 
vented if  illegal  immigrants 
were  stopped  at  the  border 
or  deported  upon  discovery. 

Additionally,  illegal 
immigrants  do  not  pay  in- 
come taxes  and  if  they  get 
sick  or  sent  to  the  hospi- 
tal they  don't  have  insur- 
ance, thus  creating  a  greater 
burden  on  the  American 
economy  and  on  individual 
hospitals,  as  "'Anchor  ba- 
bies', bom  to  illegal  alieni. 
Instantly  qualify  as  citizens 
for  welfare  benefits  and 
have  caused  enormous  rise* 

Continued  on  the  next 
page. 
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Immigration 

Continued. 

in  Medicaid  costs  and  sti- 
pends under  Supplemental 
Security  income  and  Dis- 
ability Income"  (Journal  of 
American  Physicians  and 
Suigeons). 

On  behalf  of  substan- 
tiating some  of  my  claims, 
here  are  a  few  recent  high- 
scale  cases  involving  illegal 
immigrants: 

-The  2002  D.C.  area 
sniper  murders  of  ten  and 
wounding  of  three  in  which 
the  accomplice,  seventeen 
year  old  Lee  Boyd  Malvo, 
was  an  illegal  immigrant 
from  Antigua  (Foxnews. 
com). 


-The  fact  that  five  of 
the  9/1 1  hijackers  were  liv- 
ing in  the  United  States  ille- 
gally, including:  Hani  Hasan 
Hanjour  (Pilot  of  AA  Flight 
77  -  Pentagon),  Nawaf  al- 
Hamzi,  Satam  al-Suqami, 
Waleed  al-Shehri  (Lived  in 
Newton  Mass),  and  Ahmed 
al-Ghamdi.  (Fair.org) 

-The  2001  murder  of 
government  intern  Chandra 
Levy,  which  is  only  recently 
connecting  Ingmar  Guan- 
dique  (an  original  suspect) 
to  the  killing  with  DNA 
evidence.  Guandique  is  an 
illegal  immigrant  from  El 
Salvador  who  is  currently 
in  prison  for  assaulting 
two  other  women  (Seattle 
Times). 


-The  recent  case  involv- 
ing three  illegal  immigrant 
gang  prospects  who  tried 
to  murder  a  South  Carolina 
deputy  sheriff  for  initiation 
into  their  Mexican-Ameri- 
can street  gang  SUR-13. 
One  was  fifteen;  the  others 
were  seventeen  and  twenty 
(Washington  Times). 

I  find  it  difficult  to 
believe  that  the  majority 
of  Americans  oppose  law 
abiding  legal  immigration. 
After  all,  we  are  a  coun- 
try of  immigrants,  but  we 
are  also  a  country  of  laws. 
Simply  disregarding  laws 
because  breaking  them  al- 
legedly benefits  certain  as- 
pects of  society  seems  to 
under  mind  the  very  integri- 


ty America  represents.  Until 
recently  our  economy  was 
thriving.  I  am  interested  to 
see  if  there  are  any  statistics 
which  prove  that  such  a  suc- 
cessful economy  depended 
upon  cheap  labor,  or  if  busi- 
nesses simply  desired  cheap 
labor  so  the  owners  could 
atTord  a  nice  vacation  home. 
If  we  all  stop  paying  our 
taxes  it  will  save  us  money 
too,  but  that  doesn't  mean  it 
would  be  the  right  thing  to 
do  (although  recent  cabinet 
appointees  Timothy  Geith- 
ner,  Tom  Daschle,  and  Bill 
Richardson  seem  to  think 
so).  Again,  immigration  is 
not  what  people  oppose,  but 
rather  illegal  immigration. 
There  appears  to  be  no  coin- 
cidence that  the  Southwest  is 
perhaps  the  most  overflow- 


ing area  of  the  United  States 
with  illegal  immigrants  and 
California  is  likely  the  most 
struggling  state  during  these 
current  economic  difficul- 
ties, teetering  on  the  verge 
of  bankruptcy.  I  recognize 
that  not  all  illegal  immi- 
grants commit  crimes  (be- 
sides hopping  the  border), 
yet  still  1  wonder  if  those 
who  don't  acknowledge  il- 
legal immigration  to  be  an 
issue  have  considered  the 
families  who  have  lost  loved 
ones  at  the  hands  of  such  in- 
dividuals. I  suppose  we  plan 
on  explaining  to  them  that 
we're  sorry  for  their  loss, 
but  some  consider  it  more 
important  to  keep  our  prices 
lower  and  create  greater  di- 
versity amongst  our  people. 
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WIC  ATHLETICS 
RECORDS 


Men's  Lacrosse: 

Wins:  4 
Losses:  1 
Ties:  0 

Women's  Lacrosse: 

Wins:  3 
Losses:  3 
Ties:  0 


Baseball: 

Wins:  9 
Losses:  6 
Ties:  0 

Softball: 

Wins:  9 
Losses:  4 
Ties: 0 


NCAA  Tournament  Picks  and  Predictions 


By  Chris  Dawson 

Staff  Writer 

This  year's  NCAA 
March  Madness  tourney  in 
college  basketball  has  been 
seen  by  some  as  the  death 
of  the  Cinderella.  With  the 
only  double  digit  seed  left 
in  the  tourney,  being  num- 
ber twelve.  Wisconsin,  a 
typically  dominating  team, 
with  wins  over  other  sweet 
sixteen  opponents  such  as 
Kansas  and  Gonzaga  as 
well  as  NBA  talent  leading 
the  team,  Chase  Budinger 
and  Jordan  Hill,  it's  widely 
known  that  their  ranking 
has  nothing  to  do  with  their 
talent;  they  are  merely  hav- 
ing an  off  season.  Other 
than  the  Wildcats,  the  low- 
est seed  still  left  in  the  tour- 
ney, is  number  five  Purdue, 
which  is  unusual  to  viewers 
with  the  recent  runs  of  small 
schools  taking  down  pow- 
erhouse teams  in  the  tour- 
naments. The  most  recent 
Cinderella  team  to  shock 
the  basketball  world  is  the 
George  Mason  Patriots  im- 
probable run  to  the  final 
four  in  2006,  with  four  con- 
secutive wins  over  higher 
seeds,  including  an  overtime 
win  of  number  one  UConn. 
Although  it  may  seem  like 
the  tourney  has  been  a  little 
boring,  these  high  seeds 
playing  against  each  other  is 
what  basketball  purest  love 


to  see  as  it  showcases  the 
best  teams  and  best  players 
pitted  against  each  other. 

Starting  in  the  Mid- 


Keep  your  eye  on  i 
this  year! 
Image:  Google 

west  section  of  the  bracket. 
Louisville  faces  Arizona. 
Louisville  was  the  Big  East 
regular  season  and  tourna- 
ment winner,  lead  by  Ter- 
rance  Howard  coming  of  a 
24  point,  15  rebound  game 
against  Siena.  I  see  Louis- 
ville winning,  easily  lead 
by  Howard  and  Preston 
kjiowies.  The  next  game  in 
the  Midwest  is  2008  tourna- 


ment winner  Kansas  play- 
ing Michigan  State.  Kansas 
is  being  lead  by  center  Cole 
Aldrich,  who  has  had  the 
biggest  tourney  of  anyone 
this  year,  coming  off  a  triple 
double  in  the  first  round 
and  following  that  up  with 
23  points  and  13  rebounds. 
Michigan  State  is  coming 
off  a  tough  win  over  red 
hot  use  and  led  by  tourney 
veteran  Tom  Izzo.  It  doesn't 
seem  like  they  will  have 
enough  to  handle  Aldrich 
and  take  this  game.  Jumping 
into  the  West  bracket,  UCo- 
nn versus  Purdue  seems  like 
an  easy  pick  seeing  how 
well  UConn  has  played, 
but  with  the  allegations  of 
breaking  NCAA  rules  in  re- 
cruiting on  their  minds,  and 
with  the  lunch  pail  grinding 
play  of  Purdue.  UConn  has 
to  stay  focused.  UConn  is 
lead  by  red  hot  A.J.  Price, 
who  is  coming  off  27  points 
over  Texas  A&M,  and  if 
they  keep  their  minds  on 
the  game  at  hand,  could  eas- 
ily win  and  advance.  The 
most  intriguing  game  in  the 
round  of  sixteen  is  Memphis 
vs  Missouri.  Each  team  is 
known  as  a  fast  break  team 
that  looks  to  score  as  soon 
as  the  ball  is  in  their  posses- 
sion and  this  game  seems 
like  it  isn't  going  to  be  any 
different.  My  prediction  is 
that  Missouri,  led  by  Leo 
Lyons  and  Demarre  Car- 


roll, will  outplay  the  young 
Memphis  team  and  advance 
to  the  Elite  eight. 

The  South  bracket 
seems  like  it  will  play  out 
like  the  tournament  itself 
has.  as  the  best  players  will 
lead  their  teams  to  victory. 
I  have  Oklahoma  winning 
over  Syracuse,  as  the  Or- 
angemen don't  have  any- 
one to  stop  the  presumed 
first  overall  pick  in  the 
NBA  draft.  Blake  Griffm. 
Also,  I  have  UNC  winning 
over  Gonzaga,  with  the 
three-headed  attack  of  Tyler 
Hansbrough.  Ty  Lawson, 
and  Wayne  Ellington  being 
too  much  to  handle. 

Finally,  heading 
to  Boston  for  the  East  part 
of  the  bracket,  Pitt  versus 
Xavier  is  up  for  grabs.  Be- 
ing on  of  the  favorites  to  win 
the  tourney,  Pitt  has  been 
anything  but  barely  winning 
over  the  sixteen  seed  East 
Tenn.  State  and  Oklahoma 
State.  Pitt  is  lucky  to  also  be 
playing  a  team  that  limped 
into  the  sweet  sixteen  and 
I  see  Pitt  finally  living  up 
to  their  potential  and  win- 
ning big.  Finally,  Duke  ver- 
sus Villanova  comes  down 
to  one  player,  Duke  guard 
Gerald  Henderson.  If  he  has 
an  off  game  or  is  shut  down, 
Duke  has  no  chance  to  win 
and  that's  exactly  what  I 
think  is  going  to  happen  as 
Villanova  wins  this  game. 
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By  Kathryn  Guerra 

Staff  Wy  iter 


On  Friday,  March 
27, 2009  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  hosted  the  1 5"' 
Annual  Pioneer  Valley  Ball, 
This  year's  theme  was 
"Italian  Nights,"  and  fea- 
tured a  paper  mural  of  a 
Florentine  landscape,  card- 
board arches  (handmade  by 
Student  Senate  members 
brave  enough  to  wield  a 
glue  gun)  and  a  surprisingly 
good  meal  courtesy  of  Ara- 
mark. 

The  ball  was  the  brain- 
child of  Kathy  Reid,  Direc- 
tor of  Health  Services,  and 
Maureen  Keizer,  Assis- 
tant Dean  of  Students  and 
Leadership  Development 
who  endeavored  to  create  a 
prom-like  outing  for  men- 
tally disabled  students  and 
graduates  from  the  Lower 
Pioneer  Valley  Education 
Collaborative  [LPVEC]. 

Reed's  son  Matthew  - 
now  3 1  years  old  -  was  bom 
with  Down's  syndrome  and 


WNEC  hosts  15th  Annual  Pioneer  Valley  Ball 


The  "Italian  Nights  "  Theme  was  a  great  success. 
Image:  Kathryn  Guerra 


attended  the  LPVEC  until 
age  twenty-three. 

In  a  conversation  with 
Keizer,  Reid  remarked  how 


much  her  son's  classmates 
enjoyed  dancing.  When  at  a 
party  they  danced  the  whole 
time  "not  Hke  the  regular 


kids  who  were  kind  of  ner- 


Continued  on  Page  3 


Somali  pirates  strike  again,  just  days  after  U.S.  attack 

have  stated  before  that  they 
are  fighting  against  illegal 
Fishing  and  dumping  of  tox- 
ic waste  in  the  waters  near 
their  home  country  but  It 
seems  that  their  actions  ap- 
pear to  have  other  motives. 

Reports  have  shown 
that  these  pirates  try  to  ex- 
tort over  1  million  dollars 
or  more  for  each  ship  that 
they  seize  and  that  last  year 
alone,  they  made  over  150 
million  dollars.  These  men, 
usually  between  ages  16  to 
19,  have  been  character- 
ized as  "untrained  teenagers 
with  heavy  weapons"  and 
that  "everyone  in  the  room 
knows  the  consequences  of 
that."  Although  precautions 
have  been  iTiade  to  deter 
these  attacks'  such  as  fleets 
of  warships  patrolling, 
the  sheer  size  of  the  ocean 
that  they're  trying  lo  cover 
makes  it  almost  impossible 
to  stop  all  attacks. 


The  Somali  Pirates  have  taken  over  300  hostages  and  80  vessels  since  febntary. 
Image:  Google 


By  Chris  Dawson 

Staff  Writer 

Somali  pirates  were 
back  to  wreaking  havoc  on 
the  open  seas  just  days  after 
United  States  sharpshoot- 
ers rescued  an  American 
freight  captain  from  these 
criminals.  These  real  life 
pirates  on  Tuesday  seized 


four  more  ships,  taking  over 
60  hostages  as  one  bandit 
boasted,  "No  one  can  deter 
us."  These  attacked  ships 
bring  the  count  to  almost  80 
vessels  and  over  300  hos- 
tages since  the  beginning  of 
February 

President  Obama 
has  vowed  to  "halt  the  rise 
of  piracy"  over  the  last  few 


days  as  the  story  broke  of 
an  American  ship  being  hi- 
jacked and  the  captain  of  the 
ship  being  kidnapped  for  5 
days  before  being  rescued 
by  U.S.  forces.  The  pirates 
have  stated  that  these  at- 
tacks on  them  "mean  noth- 
ing to  us"  and  that  they  will 
not  stop  just  because  U.S. 
involvmenl.    The  pirates 
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Interested  in  Writing? 

The  Westerner  is  al- 
ways looking  for  writers, 
whether  you  are  an  ac- 
complished journalist  or 
just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  8:00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  in  Rivers  105, 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


Springfield  Shriner's  Hospital  in  danger  of  closing 


By  Adie  Giguere 

Staff  Writer 

The  Springfield 
Shriner's  Hospital  for  Chil- 
dren on  Carew  Street  is  in 
danger  of  closing  due  to  fi- 
nancial trouble  of  the  entire 
Shriner's  network,  reported 
the  Spnngf\e\i's  Republican 
and  almost  every  local  news 
source  in  the  last  week  of 
March.  The  Shriner's  Board 
of  Trustees  is  set  to  meet 
in  July  to  address  the  22- 
hospital  network's  current 
"financial  tsunami,"  says 
six-term  Board  of  Trustees 
chairman  Ralph  Semb. 

The  Shriner's  Hos- 
pital network,  which  relies 
on  donations,  as  well  as  the 
revenue  from  a  trust  fund 
which  covers  operational 
costs,  is  losing  about  $1  mil- 
lion a  day  said  Semb  in  the 
Springfield  Republican  on 
March  27th.  In  the  last  few 


months,  the  network's  total 
endowment  has  dropped 
from  $8.5  billion  to  $5  bil- 
lion. 

If  this  money  loss, 
which  has  been  seen  every- 
where due  to  effects  of  the 
national  recession,  proves 
reason  to  shut  down  Spring- 
field's Shriner's  Hospital, 
services  provided  could  be 
continued  at  Baystate  Medi- 
cal Center  with  courtesy  to 
keeping  treatment  local,  or 
could  be  relocated  to  the 
Shriner's  Hospital  in  Bos- 
ton. 

"I  think  it's  a  shame 
that  the  Shriner's  Hospital 
here  in  Springfield  may  be 
closing  because  of  how  it 
helps  so  many  kids,"  said 
WNEC  junior  Sports  Man- 
agement major  Peter  Kel- 
ly. "Fortunately,  the  one 
in  Boston  will  be  staying 
open...  but  it's  really  too  bad 
Shriner's  may  no  longer  be 


local." 

The  Springfield 
Shriner's  Hospital  was 
founded  in  1925  and  is 
one  of  nineteen  in  the  net- 
work which  specializes  in 
orthopedics,  treating  bone, 
muscle,  and  joint  disorders 
in  about  13,000  children 
a  year,  reported  22  News 
March  28th.  Springfield's 
facility  imderwent  a  $27 
million  modernization  dur- 
ing 1988-1990,  as  well, 
making  it  an  even  greater 
shame  to  see  shut  down. 

July's  Trustee  Board 
meeting  is  set  to  address 
three  main  issues,  the  first 
being  the  possible  closing 
of  up  to  six  under-perform- 
ing hospitals  in  the  net- 
work, Springfield  included. 
The  Board  is  also  looking 
to  slash  operating  budgets 
at  the  Shriner's  hospitals  of 
about  30%  a  year  for  two 
years,  which  may  limit  ser- 


vices provided.  Finally,  the 
Board  will  examine  the  bill- 
ing of  third-party  providers 
of  patients  who  have  health 
insurance.  Shriner's  patients 
are  not  billed,  and  seeking 
payment  from  insurance 
companies  could  prove  dif- 
ficult because  of  differing 
regulations  state-to-state. 

"Closing  the  Spring- 
field Shriner's  would  pro- 
vide an  inconvenience  to 
the  already  suffering  chil- 
dren and  their  families," 
said  Liz  Collins,  junior  Cre- 
ative Writing  major  here  at 
WNEC. 

On  top  of  the  issue 
of  serving  patients,  the  clos- 
ing of  the  Springfield  Shri- 
ner's Hospital  could  result 
in  200  or  more  employees 
losing  their  jobs.  In  a  na- 
tional recession,  tliat  is  just 
another  hit  for  the  city  of 
Springfield. 


Sold  out  Spring  Event  with  Third  Eye  Blind 


By  Adie  Giguere 

Staff  Writer 

WNEC's  2009 
Spring  Event  on  April  17th 
was  a  sold-out  success  fea- 
turing an  opening  surprise 
guest  band.  Matt  Kearney, 
and  of  course,  the  main 
event.  Third  Eye  Blind. 
WNEC  students  and  their 
guests  heard  some  solid 
opening  talent,  but  crowd 
excitement  peaked  when 
Stephan  Jenkins,  Brad  Har- 
greaves,  and  Tony  Fredi- 
anelli  took  the  stage. 

Playing  their  well- 
known  hits  like  Semi- 
Chanmed  Life,  How's  It 
Going  To  Be,  and  Never 
Let  You  Go  got  everyone 
in  the  gym  singing  along. 
The  band  also  performed 
some  newer  tracks,  includ- 
ing songs  like  Non-Dairy 
Creamer  and  Why  Can't 
You  Be  from  their  latest  EP, 
Red  Star,  released  last  No- 
vember. Third  Eye  Blind's 
set  also  showcased  some  to- 
be-released  songs  off  their 
new  album,  Ursa  Major,  set 
for  release  this  June. 

Singer  Stephan  Jen- 
kins, always  quite  the  enter- 
tainer, said  that  the  day  of 
the  WNEC  event  was  "the 
most  beautiful  day"  he'd 
ever  seen.  Jenkins  wore  a  top 
hat  periodically  throughout 


limine  jEBxom 

the  show,  and  gave  students 
the  live  scream  his  voice  is 
so  well  known  for.  We  even 
had  the  privilege  of  hearing 
the  song  Slow  Motion  live 
with  lyrics  —  a  track  released 
as  an  instrumental  on  their 
second  album.  Blue,  be- 


cause their  record  label  did 
not  like  its  blatantly  violent 
lyrics.  The  song  has  since 
been  released  on  a  greatest 
collection  with  lyrics. 

Spring  Event  was 
a  great  success  thanks  to 
the  student  volunteers  who 


made  it  happen  and  the  tal- 
ented musicians  who  per- 
formed. For  more  informa- 
tion about  Third  Eye  Blind 
and  their  upcoming  album, 
visit  3EB.com. 
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Pioneer  Valley  Ball 
Continued 

It  was  Keizer's  idea  to 
host  a  dance  at  the  college. 
Reid  continues  that  "Sen- 
ate has  been  carrying  a  ball 
since  then,  setting  it  up,  or- 
dering all  the  food,  hiring 
the  disc  jockey." 

For  many,  the  ball  is  a 
chance  to  see  old  classmates 
and  make  new  friends. 

"It's  great  because  I  see 
everyone  I  went  to  school 
with,  all  of  my  old  friends," 


explains  thirty-seven  year- 
old  Patrick  Hurst,  who 
graduated  in  1995.  Nearly 
half  of  those  in  attendance 
were  graduates. 

Over  the  fifteen  years 
that  the  ball  has  been 
held,  Keizer  and  Reid 
have  watched  many  of  the 
LPVEC  students  grow  into 
productive  adults. 

"We  have  seen  most 
of  these  -  what  we  would 
call  kids  -  grow  up.  Many 
of  them  were  high  school 
aged  when  they  were  in  the 


Collaborative  and  now  they 
are  out  in  the  community, 
working,  making  their  own 
living." 

For  Student  Senate 
members',  working  at  the 
ball  is  perhaps  their  first 
interaction  with  those  who 
have  mentally  disabilities. 

"This  is  a  special  pop- 
ulation in  a  lot  of  ways," 
explains  Keizer,  "for  some 
of  our  students  it  is  a  little 
overwhelming  to  begin  with 
and  you  can  kind  of  see  that 
happen  over  the  course  of 


the  night,  that  their  comfort 
level  -  it's  just  really  dwin- 
dled as  they  have  a  really 
good  time." 

Any  anxieties  had  been 
forgotten  by  the  end  of  the 
night  as  senators  danced 
with  former-and-current 
LPVEC  students  to  the 
"Electric  Slide,"  "Mambo 
Number  Five,"  and  "Grease 
Lightening". 

"First  year  students 
who  have  no  idea  what  the 
evening  is  going  to  be  like 
be  a  little  nervous," 


said  Keizer,  "but  they  have 
also  heard  about  it  from  re- 
turning senators  -  just  how 
great  it  is". 

"And  it  is,"  she  contin- 
ued, "just  so  special." 

This  sentiment  was 
echoed  by  current  Student 
Senate  President  Samantha 
Bashaw. 

"The  ball  was  a  great 
experience  this  year.  The 
guests  had  a  great  time," 
she  said,  "2008-2009  Stu- 
dent Senate  brought  a  great 
enthusiasm  to  this  event." 


More  Pictures  from  the  Pioneer  Valley  Ball. 
Image:  Kathryn  Guerra 


t  PUBLIC  SAFE'IT  BLOTTER  t 


April  4:  Officers  observe 
a  car  in  the  East  Lot  with  a 
beer  can  on  the  roof.  The 
car  is  running  and  there 
is  someone  inside.  The 
officer's  approach  and  smell 
marijuana  coming  from  the 
car.  It  is  determined  that  the 
person  in  the  car  is  trespassed 
from  the  college.  The  man  is 
arrested  for  trespassing  and 
being  a  minor  transporting 
alcohol. 

April  5:  Officers  are  alerted 
to  the  fact  that  a  person 
who  was  trespassed  from 
the  college,  and  had  been 
arrested  the  previous  day  by 
this  department,  was  back  on 


campus.  The  officers  respond 
to  Franklin  Hall  and  locate 
the  man.  He  is  again  placed 
under  arrest  and  taken  to  the 
Springfield  Police  Station  for 
booking. 

April  5:  Officers  respond  to 
Franklin  Hall  for  a  fire  alarm. 
The  building  is  evacuated,  and 
it  is  determined  that  someone 
pulled  a  pull  station,  activating 
the  alarm.  The  alarm  is  reset, 
and  the  resident  are  allowed 
back  in  to  the  building. 

April  6:  A  found  wallet  is 
turned  in  to  WNEC  Police  to 
return  to  its  rightful  owner.  Per 
policy  the  wallet  is  inventoried. 


A  fake  ID  is  found  inside.  The 
true  owner  is  identified,  and 
the  wallet  is  returned.  The 
fake  ID  will  be  turned  in  to  the 
Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles. 

April  9:  A  student  reports  his 
cell  phone  was  stolen  from  the 
A.H.L.C.  Officers  respond 
and  later  review  video  from  the 
area.  A  suspect  is  identified, 
and  the  cell  phone  is  returned 
to  the  owner. 

April  10:  WNEC  Police 
receives  complaint  from 
residents  of  Evergreen  that 
there  is  a  lot  of  noise  coming 
from  the  parking  lot.  Officers 
respond  and  find  two  non- 


student  males  who  appear  to 
be  highly  intoxicated.  One  of 
the  men  was  transported  to  the 
hospital  for  observation  and 
his  vehicle  was  booted. 

April  13:  An  officer  responds 
to  the  Wilbraham  Lot  for 
a  report  of  a  motor  vehicle 
crash.  The  driver  reported 
she  mistakenly  had  the  car 
in  reverse,  and  backed  into  a 
dumpster.  No  injuries  were 
reported,  and  photos  and  a 
report  were  taken. 


Campus  Safety  Tip 

Between  the  dales  of  April  5 
and  April  13  WNEC  Police 
have  taken  reports  on  five 
motor  vehicle  crashes. 
Fortunately,  no  one  has  been 
injured.  With  nicer  weather 
more  people  will  be  out 
walking  along  the  roadways 
and  parking  lots  of  the 
campus.  We  ask  you  to  take 
extra  care  when  driving  on 
campus  for  your  own  safety 
and  the  safety  of  others. 
Officers  will  be  strictly 
enforcing  the  college  rules 
and  regulations,  and  citations 
will  be  issued  for  violations. 


w  w  w.  wnec,  edu/dps 


More  at:  http://wwwl.wnec.edu/dps/index. cfm?selection=doc. 6901 
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19th  Wife  reading  by  David  Ebershoff 


By  Matt  Sirigu 

Staff  Writer 


The  most  experienced 
and  informed  reading  pos- 
sible of  the  recently  pub- 
lished novel.  The  19"  Wife 
was  given  Wednesday  night 
at  WNEC  by  the  books  au- 
thor David  Ebershoff. 

The  reading  began  with 
some  background  informa- 
tion into  whom  the  19"'  wife 
was,  Ann  Eliza,  the  19"  wife 
of  Mormon  founder  and 
president  Brigham  Young, 
and  her  struggle  as  a  woman 
in  a  polygamist  society. 

The  selected  readings 
by  Ebershoff  included  ex- 
cerpts from  various  portions 
of  the  novel,  such  as  a  Pref- 
ace written  from  the  per- 
spective of  Harriet  Beecher 
Stowe,  an  introduction  to 
Ann  Eliza's  memoirs  from 
her  perspective,  and  a  Pro- 
logue by  the  stories  protag- 
onist, the  fictitious  Jordon 
Scott. 

Ann  Eliza  was  a  dis- 


content Mormon  woman 
who  grew  up  understanding 
the  suffering  of  polygamist 
wives,  but  did  not  decide 
to  leave  the  church  of  the 
Latter  Day  Saints  until  she 
entered  her  own  polygamist 
marriage. 

Once  disbanded  from 
the  Mormons,  she  traveled 
around  the  country  for  years, 
preaching  the  inhumanity  of 
polygamy,  and  eventually 
got  the  Mormon  religion  to 
remove  it  from  their  central 
belief  system. 

Ebershoff  also  dis- 
cussed the  research  involved 
in  writing  this,  and  gener- 
ally most  historical  fiction 
novels.  He  discussed  going 
to  southern  Utah  and  inves- 
tigating Hilldale/Colorado 
City,  an  active  polygamist 
town. 

He  was  not  met  with  an 
open  reception,  and  admit- 
ted few  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  small  town  even  looked 
at  him,  but  pointed  out  the 
inspiration  for  his  stories 


modem  male  protagonist, 
came  from  a  boy  who  stared 
intently  at  him  while  he 
wandered  around  the  town's 
supermarket. 

He  didn't  gain  much 
information  through  per- 
sonal interactions  with  the 
residents  and  was  eventu- 
ally driven  out  of  town  by  a 
patrol  car,  literally  follow- 
ing him  all  the  way  to  the 
highway.  However  valued 
the  first  hand  experience. 

Ebershoff  is  a  Brown 
graduate  and  current  Co- 
lumbia writing  and  litera- 
ture professor  with  numer- 
ous writing  honors  under  his 
belt  such  as  the  Rosenthal 
Foundation  Award,  and  was 
recently  named  the  United 
States  Best  Western  Fiction 
Writer. 

Ebershoff  is  currently 
an  editor  for  Random  House 
publishing,  and  came  to 
WNEC  as  an  editor  for  Eng- 
lish Department  Professor 
Pearl  Abraham's  upcoming 
novel,  American  Taliban. 


Image:  Google.com 


Making  April  rocks  the  Rock 


By  Liz  Collins 

Staff  Writer 


Indie  band  Making 
April  made  Western  New 
England  College  the  first 
stop  of  their  two  month 
acoustic  tour  which  will 
take  them  across  the  US. 
This  is  their  first  acoustic 
toui^  they  usually  travel 
with  a  fiill  band.  This  is  also 
their  first  tour  as  headliners, 
having  previously  opened 
for  artists  such  as  Second- 
hand Serenade,  Automatic 
Loveletter  and  The  White 
Tie  Affair.  But  this  time, 
they're  the  main  event. 

Campus  Activities 
Board  Small  Concerts  Chair 
Marissa  Massa  is  respon- 
sible for  bringing  the  talent 
to  WNEC;  "I  found  them 
on  MySpace  and  listened 
to  them  in  high  school.  We 
asked  them  to  come  and 
they  said  yes,"  she  explains. 
Jamie  Kirschner  says  "we 
thought  they  had  a  unique 
sound  and  would  appeal  to 
students  on  campus." 

The  band  formed 
when  longtime  friends  Sean 
Scanlon  (lead  vocals,  pi- 
ano/keyboard, guitar)  and 
Steve  McCaffrey  (guitar. 


background  vocals)  were 
roommates  at  SUNY  Alba- 
ny. They  collaborated  with 
Greg  Federspiel  (bass),  also 
a  longtime  friend,  and  the 
band  was  bom.  "It's  funny 
[being  back  at  a  college]. 
Memories  come  back  and 
everyone  looks  the  same," 
Federspiel  says. 

When  it  comes  to 
writing  their  music,  Scan- 
lon and  McCaffrey  collabo- 
rate on  the  melody  and  the 
"musical  part" — they  write 
a  complete  full  song,  minus 
the  lyrics  which  Scanlon 
writes  later.  "Greg  wrote 
a  bass  line  once,"  Scanlon 
adds  laughing. 

Their  new  album 
"The  Egg  Hunt"  was  origi- 
nally titled  "Butter"  but 
McCaffrey  said  no.  He  then 
Googled  album  titles  and 
found  a  photo  album  titled 
The  Egg  Hunt.  "I  regret 
saying  it,"  he  laughs.  The 
album  contains  tracks  such 
as:  "Streetlights"  which 
was  inspired  by  good  times, 
"it  reminds  me  of  the  first 
tour,"  McCaffrey  says;  "So 
Bad"  which  the  band  says  is 
their  second  favorite  song  to 
perform;  and  "Let  It  Ride" 
which  McCaffrey  says  is 


his  favorite  song.  "Roses 
and  Butterflies"  from  their 
first  EP  "Runaway  World" 
is  their  favorite  song  to  per- 
form. "We  like  performing 
what  the  audience  likes" 
they  say.  Their  track  "These 
Are  the  Nights"  was  fea- 
tured on  MTV's  Laguna 
Beach.  "It  was  on  for  a  min- 
ute and  twenty-six  seconds," 
Scanlon  adds,  "Not  like  I'm 
counting  or  anything." 

Their  favorite  art- 
ists vary  greatly — from 
John  Mayer,  American  Hi- 
Fi  and  The  Downtown  Fic- 
tion ("check  them  out,"  says 
Federspiel)  to  Disney  Chan- 
nel star  Demi  Lovato.  "I'm 
a  big  fan  of  Demi  Lovato," 
Federspiel  confesses.  Scan- 
lon says  that  he's  not  a  big 
music  fan,  "I  don't  dig  into 
full  albums;  I  just  really  like 
good  songs." 

The  opening  of  their 
set  showed  their  artistic 
versatility — they  started 
off  with  Ne-Yo's  top  R&B 
hit  "Closer"  but  arranged 
it  to  reflect  their  genre  and 
sound.  The  show  only  got 
better  from  there,  playing 
a  mix  of  fracks  off  "Run- 
away World"  and  "Tlie  Egg 
Hunt"  such  as:  "Brighter 


Bright",  "I  Wrote  This 
Song",  "Sfreetlights"  and 
their  favorite  "Roses  and 
Butterflies." 

The  audience  really 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  per- 
formance. "These  guys  are 
good,  why  wouldn't  you 
come  see  them"  says  au- 
dience member  Christian 
Gudmand.  "They  were  phe- 
nomenal!  They  were  hot  and 
perfect,"  says  WNEC  stu- 
dent Annarose  Russo.  CAB 
member  Jenna  Delibac  says 
that  they  "connected  well" 
with  the  audience. 

Their  personalities 
are  as  chill  as  their  music — 
it  was  very  pleasant  talking 
to  them  and  having  the  op- 
portunity to  hang  out  with 
them.  They  seemed  to  be 
very  down  to  earth  and  easy 
going — after  expressing  my 


disappointment  that  they 
weren't  playing  my  favor- 
ite "Let  It  Ride,"  Scanlon 
offered  to  play  it  for  me 
after  the  show.  "How  was 
it?"  McCaffrey  asked  after 
the  performance.  1  could 
only  answer  with  "amaz- 
ing!" 

Making  April  is  a 
band  on  the  rise.  They're 
one  of  MySpace's  Top  10 
Unsigned  Artists  and  have 
sold  over  1 1 5,000  singles. 
Both  "The  Egg  Hunt"  and 
"Runaway  World"  are 
available  on  iTunes — be 
sure  to  check  them  out! 
The  tour  will  continue  into 
May  and  their  website  says 
new  dates  will  be  added 
soon.  For  now  WNEC  can 
only  hope  that  this  talented 
group  will  retum  in  the  fu- 
ture. 
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ENTERTAmMEOT 


Stageless  Performers  deliver  a 
hillarious  performance 


By  Liz  Collins 

Staff  Writer 


Laughs  were  promised 
and  Hotbed  Hotel  deliv- 
ered. The  Stageless  Players 
Spring  Performance  did  not 
disappoint,  nor  did  the  au- 
dience stop  laughing.  The 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege community  seemed 
to  have  as  much  fun  as  the 
actors  who  delivered  solid, 
gut-busting  performances. 

Mike  Gittleman  stole 
the  show,  playing  two  equal- 
ly hysterical  characters — a 
retired  British  Major  and  an 
Arab  Sheik  whose  accent 
was  reminiscent  of  Borat 
(the  title  character  of  the 
movie  Borat,  played  by  Sa- 
sha  Baron  Cohen). 

The  outrageous  she- 
nanigans of  the  Turtle  Beach 
Hotel  made  for  some  great 
comedy,  such  as  the  mis- 
communications  that  led  to 
Alex  Bajdechi's  promise  of 
"three  men,  in  their  boxers, 
in  a  bed." 

Maureen,  played  by 
Heather  Perez,  sums  up 
the  entire  play  in  one  line: 
"There's  something  kinky 
going  on  here."  Yes,  mis- 
taken identities,  mistaken 
relationships,  and  everyone 


running  around  naked — 
which  Vicky  Nardone  previ- 
ously let  us  in  on.  Also,  who 
could  have  missed  first  time 
performer  Ryan  Nugent  in  a 
dress? 

While  there  were  plen- 
ty of  sexual  innuendos  scat- 
tered throughout  the  play, 
they  weren't  wildly  inap- 
propriate— the  balance  was 
just  right  for  a  college  audi- 
ence. There  was  also  plenty 
of  subtle  humor,  which  was 
again  appropriate  for  col- 
lege students. 

Senior  WNEC  student 
Molly  Massaro  says  "I've 
been  to  every  play  over  the 
last  four  years  and  this  was 
the  best  yet,"  a  sentiment  il- 
lustrated by  the  volume  of 
laughter  erupting  through 
Sleith  100. 

Hotbed  Hotel  proved  to 
be  a  hit  with  the  audience, 
creating  so  much  laughter 
it  was  hard  to  hear  the  ac- 
tors. Heather  Coulter  did  a 
great  job  casting  and  direct- 
ing the  play.  The  actors  fit 
their  roles  well  and  their 
chemistry  with  each  other 
was  undeniable.  This  was 
one  of  the  most  entertaining 
plays  WNEC  has  seen  and 
hopefully  the  comedic  spirit 
will  return  in  future  produc- 


Upcoming  Campus  Events 

Wednesday  4/29 

7:00  PM        Last  Comic  Standing 
Gateway  Tent 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

7-10:00  PM     7*  Annual  Student  Media  Festival 
Sleith  100 

Thursday  4/30 

4:30-7  PM      Top  Chef  Good  Cluckin'  Cookin' 
Gateway  Tent 
(hosted  by  Junior  Council) 


Friday  5/1 

5:00  PM 


Saturday  5/2 

3-5:00  PM 

Sunday  5/3 

1-4:00  PM 


Gateway's  2"''  Annual  24  hr.  Scavenger  Hunt 
Gateway  Tent 


DUNK  your  RA. .  .and  more 
Gateway  Tent 


Post  Secret 
Gateway  Tent 


^    iTunes  Top  Fives  J 

Top  5  Songs: 

1 .  Boom  Boom  Pow  -  Black  Eyed  Peas 

2.  The  Climb  -  Miley  Cyrus 

3.  Poker  Face  -  Lady  GaGa 

4.  Right  Round  -  Flo  Rida 

5.  Hoedown  Throwdown  -  Miley  Cyrus 

Writer's  Song  Pick:  When  It  Hurts  -  Avant 
Top  5  Albums: 

1 .  Hannah  Montana:  The  Movie  Soundtrack  -  Miley  Cyrus  &  Hannah 
Montana 

2.  Unstoppable  -  Rascal  Flatts 

3.  Twilight  Soundtrack  -  Various  Artists 

4.  The  Last  Kiss  -  Jadakiss 

5.  The  Fame  -  Lady  GaGa 

Writer's  Album  Pick:  Twentythree  Places  -  Matt  Wertz 


GiMa'^pf 

By:  Adie  Giguere 
Green  Ideas  For  Summer 


1.  Recycle  your  printer  cartridges  -  and  replace  them 
with  used  ones!  Check  out  The  Printer  Ink  Warehouse 
online  to  read  more  about  refilled  printer  cartridges  that 
sell  for  a  traction  of  the  cost  and  have  twice  as  much 
ink  as  new  ones. 

2.  Walk,  walk,  walk  -  it's  finally  getting  nice  out!  Keep 
your  car  parked  as  long  as  possible  (especially  if  you 
have  a  good  spot)  and  opt  to  walk  to  where  you're 
going  around  campus. 

1.  If  you're  planning  on  doing  some  spring  cleaning, 
use  green  cleaning  products  from  lines  like  Seventh 
Generation  or  Mrs.  Meyers. 

Are  you  interested  in  keeping  WNEC  as  green  as  possible? 
Check  out  the  Global  Sustainability  Club!!  To  join  or  attend 
meetings  email  Bruce  Clemens  for  more  injromation:  Bclem- 
ens@wnec.edu 


Compiled  By:  Adie  Giguere 
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OPINION 


The  real  facts  about  Hurricane  Katrina:  what  we  weren't  told. 


By  Mike  Murray 

Editor 


It  was  not  long  ago 
that  news  of  Hurricane  Ka- 
trina blanketed  news  media. 
Awareness  escalated  at  a 
significant  rate  and  reports 
of  the  destruction  were  at- 
tempted numerous  times. 
However,  American  media 
failed.  True  facts  about  Ka- 
trina have  been  forgotten 
and  brushed  away  with  the 
debris  of  the  thousands  of 
houses  destroyed.  Before 
1  begin  one  very  important 
information  gap  needs  to 
be  clarified;  New  Orleans 
proper  suffered  30%  dam- 
age from  the  storm  and  re- 
ceived aid  immediately  af- 
ter the  storm  hit.  The  place 
where  this  year's  Alternative 
Spring  Break  (ASB)  group 
stayed,  St.  Bernard's  Par- 
ish, received  100%  damage 
and  was  not  helped  for  three 
days  following  the  storm- 
everything  was  destroyed. 
That  is  a  fact  one  cannot 
find  online  or  on  CNN. 

What  this  article  will 
cover,  sadly,  cannot  be 
cited  because  the  informa- 
tion I  will  be  presenting  is 
not  easily  available.  The 
information  I  have  learned 
comes  from  Katrina  sur- 
vivors that  we  (ASB)  en- 
countered, subject  experts 
who  have  taken  the  time  to 
extensively  study  the  effects 
and  causes  and  my  own  per- 
sonal experience  in  the  great 
city  of  New  Orieans. 

To  begin  I  will  discuss 
the  causes  of  the  destruction 
in  New  Orleans.  The  first 
fact  that  needs  clarification 
is  what  actually  flooded  the 
city.  The  cause  of  the  ini- 
tial flood  was  the  rain,  not 
the  Mississippi  flooding.  It 
wasn't  until  after  the  rain 
had  flooded  the  city  that  the 
levies  on  the  canal  broke, 
causing  even  further  flood- 
ing. The  next  two  issues  are 
why  the  levies  broke  and 
why  the  city  was  struck  so 
hard  by  the  rain  because 
both  the  former  and  latter 
could  have  been  avoided  if 
it  was  not  for  lack  of  over- 
sight and  detrimental  hu- 
man intervention. 

Katrina  was  not  the 
first  major  storm,  nor  will 
it  be  the  last,  to  hit  New 
Orieans.  In  fact,  Katrina  is 
not  even  the  largest  storm  to 
have  hit  New  Orieans  how- 


ever, in  the  past,  without 
human  intervention,  the  city 
had  been  able  to  with  stand 
such  storms.  New  Orieans 
was  originally  a  merchant/ 
trade   city   where  people 
could  come  from  the  U.S 
and  around  the  worid  to  use 
it  as  a  sort  of  trading  post, 
due  to  its  accessibility  via 
the  Gulf  coast.  The  implica- 
tion of  being  placed  on  the 
Gulf  coast  are  a  high  likeli- 
hood of  powerful  (having 
come  right  in  off  the  wa- 
ter) tropical  storms.  How 
did  New  Orleans  make  it 
all  the  way  until  2005,  after 
years  of  being  on  the  coast? 
New  Orieans  is  insulated  by 
hundreds  of  miles  of  natu- 
ral barriers  of  swamp  and 
marsh  land.  This  land  serves 
to  slow  down  storms  as  it 
enters  land  for,  as  is  com- 
monly known,  storms  have 
the  most  strength  in  the  wa- 
ter and  then  loose  it  on  land. 
However,   with  increased 
industrialization,  irrigation 
canals  began  to  be  built  by 
private  cooperations  through 
these  swamp  lands  (without 
the  permission  of  the  peo- 
ple). This  deteriorated  the 
land,  leaving  New  Orieans' 
natural  protector  weakened. 
This  has  been  going  on  for 
over  fifty  years.  It  can  be 
estimated  that  the  damage 
would  not  have  been  nearly 
as  bad  if  the  city  had  had 
the  benefit  of  those  barriers 
to  weaken  the  velocity  of 
the  storm.  The  next  problem 
has  direct  correlation  to  the 
U.S  government. 

The  issue  with  the  lev- 
ies is  one  that  has  been 
widely  disputed.  Having 
heard  a  first  hand  account 
from,  not  only  survivors,  but 
a  subject  expert,  1  will  relay 
what  caused  the  levies  to 
break  and  how  it  could  have 
been  avoided.  A  town  meet- 
ing was  held  when  Katrina 
was  first  predicted  to  hit. 
The  Engineer  Corp,  a  group 
of  government  hired  engi- 
neers who  built  the  levies, 
were  asked,  by  the  mayor,  if 
the  levies  would  hold.  Their 
response  was  yes.  New  Or- 
leans trusted  these  govern- 
ment sponsored  engineers 
with  their  safety. 

Clearly  the  levies  did 
not  hold.  This  was  due  to  the 
design.  The  land  creates  a 
natural  canal  made  of  com- 
pounded silt,  soil  and  sand. 
What  the  Engineer  Corp 


did  to  reinforce  this  is  place 
five  foot  long  reinforcer's 
into  the  ground  to  support 
the  sides  of  the  dirt  canal. 
These  five  foot  reinforces 
were  placed  throughout  the 
entire  canal  and  were  sup- 
posed to  hold  in  flood  con- 
ditions. Now  the  reinforces 
didn't  break;  the  water  be- 
gan to  put  so  much  pressure 
on  the  sides  of  the  canal  that 
the  water  went  underneath 
the  reinforcing  beam  and 
collapsed  the  canal  wall  in 
two  different  places.  Who 
would  have  thought  mas- 
sive amounts  of  water  could 
go  underneath  a  five  foot 
beam.  This  created  much 
unnecessary  destruction. 


places  (out  of  hundreds 
of  miles  of  canal)  and  sec- 
ond, strength  was  not  the 
issue,  depth  was  the  issue. 
So  now  if  there  is  another 
flood  those  two  levies  may 
not  break  but  the  hundreds 
of  others  might. 

Those  who  did  come  to 
aid  were  people  ages  18-25 
who  built  houses  and  lis- 
tened to  survivors.  For  the 
week  the  WNEC  ASB  group 
went  to  NOLA  there  was 
close  to  700  students  stay- 


communities  they've  lost. 
The  government  failed  them 
but  Ae  youth  did  not.  So  if 
any  reader  is  considering  a 
community  service  trip  ei- 
ther post-graduation.  Spring 
Break  or  for  the  summer 
please  consider  New  Or- 
leans. 

I  would  lasfly  like  to 
thank  the  amazing  students 
and  staff  that  not  only  con- 
tributed to  this 

necessary   cause  but 


Once  the  damage  was 
done  the  government  at- 
tempted to  give  these  peo- 
ple aid.  John  Booth,  a  sur- 
vivor, told  his  story  about 
being  in  the  Superdome 
after  the  fiood.  His  story  iii- 
cluded  robbery,  assault,  sui- 
cide and  rape.  When  FEMA 
came  people  waited  in  lines 
for  hours  to  be  given  num- 
bers for  trailers  but  when 
people,  like  John,  would 
go  to  redeem  their  number 
the  FEMA  officials  would 
say  that  they  had  an  invalid 
number  and  had  to  go  see 
another  official  and  wait  in 
another  line.  The  "other"  of- 
ficial would  then  give  him/ 
her  another  number  and 
that  would,  again  be  inval- 
id. This  resulted  in  people 
sleeping  in  tents  in  Bayou's 
with  wild  life  such  as  Black 
Widow  spiders.  Brown  Re- 
cluse spiders.  Fire  Ants, 
Swamp  Rats  and  Alligators. 
Many  people  died  from  dis- 
ease, wild  life  and  severe 
depression.  John  knew  sev- 
en people  who  committed 
suicide  because  they  would 
come  home  and  find  their 
family  dead  ( a  police  officer 
and  his  sidearm)  or  couldn't 
handle  never  coming  home 
again.  The  government  did 
not  send  therapists  or  coun- 
cilors to  help  these  people. 

To  fix  the  problem  with 
the  levies  the  Engineer  Corp 
went  back  to  the  two  places 
where  the  levies  broke  and 
put  a  nine  foot  reinforcing 
beam  along  with  another 
support  beam  behind  that  to 
try  to  ensure  strength.  How- 
ever, the  two  problems  with 
that  are,  first,  the  canal  is  re- 
inforced in  only  two 


Image:  Coogle.com 
ing  at  Camp  Hope,  all  there 
to  do  builds  for  Habitat  for 
Humanity.  It  was  the  people 
of  America,  the  youth,  that 
helped  New  Orleans,  not 
the  government. 

Though  the  story  of 
New  Orieans  maybe  bleak, 
the  message  is  not-  yotith 
involvement  in  community 
service  does  matter  The 
people  of  New  Orieans  be- 
lieve in  the  youth's  ability 
to  help  their  cause,  despite 
the  friends,  families  and 


made  me  remember  the 
power  of  the  human  will, 
benevolence  and  idealism; 
Michael  Ormsby,  Michael 
Melucci,  Danielle  Castel- 
lano.  Matt  Cole,  Ashley 
Bauer,Melissa  Baldwin, 
Shaina  Dadah,  Gabby 
Houck,  EJ  Marchitto,  Justin 
Marsh,  and  our  wonderftil 
motheriy  staff  advisor,  Kac- 
ey  Agnew. 
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OPIIVION 


Anti-Semitism  on  college  campuses 


By  Kathryn  Guerra 

Staff  Writer 

Springfield,  MA.  -  On 
December  14,  2007  -  near- 
ly two  years  ago,  Hillel 
the  Jewish  Foundation  for 
Campus  Life,  published  an 
online  article  about  the  in- 
creasing anti-Semitism  on 
the  college  campus. 

According  to  Hillel, 
two  months  prior,  a  George 
Washington  University 
freshman  had  found  a  swas- 
tika on  the  door  of  her  dorm 
room.  Over  a  ten-day  pe- 
riod nearly  eight  swastikas 
"appeared"  on  campus.  The 
incident  was  investigated 
by  the  University,  Hillel 
and  the  Anti-Defamation 
League  [ADL]. 

The  ADL  reported  that 
cases  of  anti-Semitism  or, 
at  least,  hostility  towards 
Jews,  have  remained  wide- 
spread on  college  campuses 
since  the  1980s. 

According  to  Abraham 
H.  Foxman,  ADL  National 
Director,  "In  recent  years, 
campuses  have  become  a 
new  proving  ground  for  the 
tactics  of  all  manner  of  ex- 
tremists, forcing  some  col- 
leges and  universities  onto 
the  frontline  in  the  fight 
against  extremism  and  anti- 
Semitism." 

Racists  and  dema- 
gogues have  ably  exploited 
schools'  commitment  to 
free  speech,  cloaking  their 
propaganda  in  the  guise  of 
academic  freedom." 

Even  if  these  incidents 
aren't  technically  anti-Se- 


mitic -  the  assistant  director 
of  Hillel  found  the  GWU 
swastikas  to  be  offensive 
but  little  else  -  they  reflect 
a  growing  trend  of  anti- Jew- 
ish sentiment  across  college 
campuses. 

This  anti-Jewish  senti- 
ment has  gone  hand-in-hand 
with  a  burgeoning  anti-Is- 
rael movement  at  many  uni- 
versities. 

In  2002,  Yousef  Mu- 
nayyer  published  an  edito- 
rial in  the  Collegian  (Uni- 
versity of  Massachusetts's 
student  newspaper)  equat- 
ing the  policies  of  Israel 
with  racism. 

Far  fi'om  Munayyer's 
original  idea,  the  Israel-rac- 
ism parallel  is  an  almost- 
brilliant  ploy  to  delegitimize 
Israel,  with  the  concept  of 
"Zionism  as  Racism"  reach- 
ing it's  heyday  with  the  1 975 
United  Nations  General  As- 
sembly Resolution  3379. 

Sponsored  by  such  free- 
dom-loving nations  as  Iraq, 
Cuba,  Somalia,  and  Sudan, 
it  read,  in  part,  that  Zionism 
was  a  form  of  racism  and 
racist  discrimination. 

In  1991,  Resolution 
3379  was  revoked.  Appar- 
ently, Yousef  never  read  the 
memo. 

Munayyer  alleges  that 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  and 
other  civil  rights  activists 
are  "flipping  in  their  graves" 
because  of  Israel's  actions. 

Three  years  later  Mu- 
nayyer has  returned,  author- 
ing another  op-ed  piece. 
This  one  "inventively"  en- 
titled: "Israel's  Culture  of 


Racism." 

He  is  quick  to  point  out, 
however,  that  he  is  not  anti- 
Semitic  -just  anti-racist. 

"When  people  accuse 
others  of  being  anti-Semit- 
ic for  criticizing  RACIST 
Israeli  policy,  aren't  they 
equating  the  two?" 

Subhan  Tariq  writing 
for  the  Collegian  on  March 
2,  2009  was  blunter,  he 
might  hate  Israel  but  (as  he 
so  poignantly  put  it):  "I  love 
Jews.  I  enjoy  the  company 
of  Jews." 

In  response  to  the  re- 
cent Israeli  military  incur- 
sions into  Gaza,  anti-Israel, 
xenophobic  rhetoric  has 
been  ratcheted  up  in  an  ef- 
fort to  delegitimize  the  state 
of  Israel  and  its  actions. 

Protests  against  Israel 
of^en  turn  ugly.  Students 
defile  the  Israeli  flag;  allege 
genocide  and  massacres  of 
Palestinians.  Physical  as- 
saults against  Jewish  stu- 
dents have  been  reported 
at  York  University,  Emery 
University  and  the  Univer- 
sity of  British  Columbia. 

Even  if  they  aren't  vio- 
lent, the  actions'  of  the  ad- 
ministration and  students  on 
college  campuses  speak  to 
an  environment  that  is  -  if 
not  pro-Palestine  -  certainly 
anti-Israel. 

Recently,  Hampshire 
College  divested  funds 
which  benefited  fi'om  the 
occupation  of  "Palestinian 
lands." 

According  to  the  bom- 
bastic webpage  of  Students 
for   Justice    in  Palestine 


[SJP],  Hampshire  College 
stands  in  "solidarity  with 
the  Palestinian  people." 

The  administration 
maintains  that,  while  it  did 
divest  the  funds,  it  did  so 
without  the  influence  of  the 
SJP  or  their  report  which 
alleged  Israel's  'apartheid 
policies.' 

Perhaps  the  ques- 
tion that  should  be  asked 
is  not  whether  the  above 
constitutes  a  new  wave  of 
anti-Jewish  sentiment  but 
whether  the  notoriously 
fickle  interest  of  college 
students  can  be  kept  as  the 
winter  doldrums  transition 
to  spring  and  summer. 

Anti-Israel/Pro-Pal- 
estinian  sentiment  is  less  a 
political  statement  -  backed 
by  facts  or  concrete  opinion 
-  and  more  a  nonsensical 
fad.  Like  Hannah  Montana 
but  with  guns. 

The  point  of  the  pro- 
Palestine  activists  has  been 
lost  -  it  appears  -  in  cliche. 
All  that's  lef^  is  aggressive, 
pejorative-laden  prattle 
against  Israel. 

What  else  explains  the 
Urban  Outfitters  t-shirt  (sold 
for  $25  before  it  was  re- 
moved from  the  web-store) 
featuring  a  silk-screened 
Palestinian  youth  bearing  an 
assault  rifle  above  the  word 
"Oppressed." 

And  the  Keffiyeh  - 
once  a  symbol  of  Palestin- 
ian adversity  in  the  face  of 
anguish  -  is  now  merely  a 
scarf  with  a  funny  pattern. 
Grocery-store-employee 
turned  chef  talk-show-host 


Rachel  Ray  donned  a  similar 
looking  one  for  a  Dunkin' 
Donuts  ad. 

Far  from  subversively 
showing  the  coflfee-giants 
support  of  Palestine,  Ray's 
scarf  has  illustrated  the 
platitudes  of  protest.  What 
was  once  the  accoutrement 
of  Arab  men  and  hipsters 
is  now  a  pattern,  no  more 
revolutionary  than  paisley, 
adorning  the  woman  who 
hawks  Nabisco  crackers. 

It's  important  to  get 
people  involved  in  your 
movement,  but  involve  too 
many,  and  the  fight  against 
the  man  devolves,  ever-so- 
swiftly,  into  the  fight  against 
banality. 

December's  pro-Pales- 
tine activists  are  increasing- 
ly, it  appears,  doffing  their 
"One-two-three-four-occu- 
pation-nevermore"  signs  for 
Frisbees  and  flip-flops. 

And  with  no  recent  vio- 
lence, the  dedication  of  the 
more  vacillating  protestors 
seems  to  be  waning. 

Some,  however,  still 
hold  out  hope. 

Smith  protestor  Beth 
Guthri  '09  explained  to  the 
Sophian  that  with  the  cease- 
fire "people  are  compla- 
cent." 

But  that  "It  could  ex- 
plode at  any  second.  The 
situation  is  more  dangerous 
than  it  has  ever  been." 


JACI  CHEN 


Tfaene  an.'  the  6  Rolls  you  can 
cfaooae  from: 


I  Rod  ' 

■unRon  (S  sou 

Spicy  Wbte  'nu»  ttiM  (« 

■  Sjpacy  T^UM  RoQ  '  6  pcv» 

■  ^icy  YeDovttB  Roll  u^u 


OPEN  7 DAYS 

Monday-Thursday:  1 1 :00am- 10:30pm 
Friday  &  Saturday:  1 1 :00am-l  t  :30pm 
Sunday:  12:00  noon-10:00pm 
Closed  on  Holidays 


Japanese  &  Chinese  Restaurant 
Asian  &  Vegetarian  Cuisine 
1 193  Sumner  A-ve.  Springrfield.  MA  01 1 18 

Fast  Delivery  ^ 

(ChaiBO  S2.00)  (Min.  S 1 5) 

Tel.:  (413)  782-5858 
(413)  782-6868 

(Credit  Cards  Accepted) 


Coupon*  avalUbto  fiir 


CaU  tbri 
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PUZZLES 


WICATEETICS 
RECORDS 


Men's  Lacrosse: 

Wins:  13 
Losses:  2 
Ties: 0 


Women's  Lacrosse: 

Wins:  10 
Losses:  6 
Ties:  0 


Baseball: 

Wins:  25 
Losses:  14 
Ties: 0 


Softball: 

Wins:  27 
Losses:  12 
Ties:  0 


Congratulations 
to  all  WNEC 
teams  for  their 
great  performance 
this  year! ! 


Super  Crossword 


A  PUZZLE 


ACROSS 

1  Brimless 
hat 

4  Entertain  or 

Erato? 
9  Trophy 
or  city 
district? 
14  Be  an 
accomplice 
or  wager? 
18  Sills  solo 

20  Chemical 
element 

21  Less 
adorned 

22  O'Hara 
homestead 

23  Minus 

24  Dolt 

25  Marsh  bird 

26  Ken  of 
"thirlysome- 
thing" 

27  Waterfalls 
29  Furrow 

31  Emotionally 
arduous 

33  Spouses  no 
more 

34  —  cotta 

36  Peculiar 

37  Oe  Mille  or 
Moorehead 

39  Be  in  a 
pageant 

41  George  of 
"Just  Shoot 
Me" 

45  ThicKens 

46  " —  is  met" 

47  Rsh  for  a 
dish 

49  Shady  spot 
51  Goal 


52  Simple 
shelters 

54  "Got  —  You 
Into  My  Life" 
res  song) 

56  Figure  o1 
interest? 

57  Mao  — 
-tung 

58  Land  or 
beacon? 

60  Mead's 
milieu 

62  Canonized 
Mile. 

63  Eulogy 
65  At  —  for 

words 
68  Result 

70  It  really 
smells 

71  Spoil 

72  Rent  

73  Morsel  for 
Dumbo 

76  Error 
78  Obsolete 
title 

81  Lend  an  — 
(listen) 

82  Schipa  or 
Bergonzi 

84  Quantity  or 

steed? 
86  Cry  of 

discovery 
86  Particle 
90  Automaton 

92  French 
couturier 

93  Soho  snack 

94  Varnish 
ingredient 

96  Fall 

decoration 


98  Creepy 
Christopher 

99  Jeweler's 
weight 

101  Link 
103  Looked  like 
Hook? 

105  Planned  a 
burglary 

106  Uh-uh 

108  Yorkshire 
features 

109  David's 
instrument 

110  Cavorts  in 
the  pool 

115  Make  lace 

116  Trees-to-t>e 

120  Pub  orders 

121  Cover 
story? 

123  Fuming 

125  Authentic 

126  Barrett  or 
Jaffe 

127  Romeo  and 
Juliet 

128  Neighbor  of 
Mali 

1 29  Actress 
Raines 

130  Perched  on 
or  toy? 

131  Make 
amends  or 
pitch? 

132  Collect  or 
religious 
service? 

133  Drink  like  a 
dachshund 

DOWN 

1  Soft  mineral 

2  Locality 


3  TVs  "Our 
—  Brooks" 

4  Dwells 

5  Ways 

6  Topaz" 
author 

7  —  Canals 

8  Main 
course 

9  Like  some 
art 

10  Pale 

11  Like  102 
Down 

12  Printer's 
proof 

13  Expects  the 
worst 

14  Like  — of 
bricks 

15  Part  of 
Indonesia 

16  " —  go 
bragh!" 

17  Sharp  taste 
19  Upward 

movement 
or  aroma? 
28  Fires 
30  Poetic  pots 
32  Concept 

34  Choppers 

35  Opposite  or 
hybrid? 

37  Tilted  or 
roster? 

38  Private  Pyle 

39  Moulin  — 

40  Forum 
fashions 

42  Growl 
sound 

43  Embarrass 
or  big 
party? 


44  Government 
game 

45  Purrtect 
pet? 

46  Singer 
Barry 

48  Rep.  rival 
SO  Petite" 

('57  song) 
53  Put  one's 

foot  down 
55  Big-billed 

bird 

58  Concerning 
or  match? 

59  Sheen 

61  Separately 

or  role? 
64  Hostelry 

66  —  Cnjces, 
NM 

67  Mountain 
nymph 

69  —  Lanka 

72  Blue  hue 

73  Compote 
component 

74  Consumed 

75  Stood  up  or 
flower? 

76  Rock's  Los 

77  Approxi- 
mately or 
boxing 
division? 

78  Acted  like  a 
dove 

79  —  Dame 

80  In  front  of  or 
leader? 

83  Eggy 

beverage 
85  Jazzman 

Davis 


87  —  bran 
89  Cowboy 

Tom 
91  Essay's  big 

brother 
95  " —  on  the 

Run"  ('90 

lilm) 
97  Walter  — 

Mare 
99  Composer 

Orff 
100  Yeam  or 

steeple 

part? 
102  North 

African 

feature 

104  Eye  part 

105  Piquant 
buds 

107  Spartan 
serf 

109  Can't 
stand 

110  Poet 
Teasdale 

111  Scheme 

112  Carson's 
successor 

113  PDQ, 
politely 

114  Farm 
building 

116  It's  a  long 
story 

117  '94  Jodie 
Foster  film 

118  Extrava- 
ganza 

119  Clout  a 
cad 

122  Big  — 
124  Wheel 
part 
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Southwood:  the  11.5  million  dollar  dream  dorm 


By  Taryn  Sidney 

Sports  Editor 

In  October  of  2008, 
construction  began  on  the 
new  residence  hall.  South- 
wood.  Designed  mostly  for 
seniors,  this  $11.5  million 
dollar  building  features 
apartment  style  living,  fully 
equipped  with  a  kitchen, 
bathroom,  shower,  and  de- 
pending on  the  style  of 
the  apartment,  two  or  four 
bedrooms.  Construction  of 
Southwood  concluded  Au- 
gust 26"*  2009,  just  days 
before  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  opened  for  the 
2009-2010  academic  school 
yean  Southwood  currently 
houses  approximately  148 
students  on  four  floors. 

"Southwood  was  built 
to  expand  our  campus  and 
provide  new  residence  op- 
tions for  a  growing  resi- 
dential population,"  says 
Southwood  Area  Coordina- 
tor Alison  Castellano. 


Southwood  Hall  in  all  of  it's  glory. 


Southwood  gave  stu- 
dents a  new  option  for 
housing  that  is  quite  dif- 
ferent from  Evergreen  and 
Gateway.  It  has  wireless 
internet  and  is  the  first  and 
only  building  at  the  pres- 
ent time  that  is  participat- 
ing in  gender  neutral  hous- 


ing. Southwood  is  also  the 
first  of  many  buildings  to 
"go  green."  Underneath 
the  building  is  an  irrigation 
system  that  collects  rain 
water  from  the  rain  gutters 
and  recycles  it  to  save  on 
this  valuable  resource.  The 
building  is  equipped  with 
cabinets  made  entirely  of 


Image:  WNEC 

bamboo,  solar  panels,  en- 
ergy saving  appliances,  and 
carpets  made  of  recycled 
material.  Each  room  has  a 
geothermal  healing  system 
or  thermostat,  so  unlike  the 
other  residence  halls,  heat 
can  be  controlled  within 
Southwood  apartments  in- 
Continued  on  page  3. 


New  dean  of  students  brings  inspiring  energy  to  campus 


By  Liz  Collins 

Entertainment  Editor 

There's  a  new  Dean 
of  Students  in  town:  Dr. 
Jeanne  StefTes.  Dean  Steffes 
comes  to  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  from  Syracuse 
University,  where  she  was 
the  Associate  Vice  President 
of  the  Division  of  Student 
Affairs.  Prior  to  Syracuse 
she  worked  at  the  University 
of  Maryland.  StelTes  hopes 
to  bring  a  new  energy  and  a 
strong  work  ethic  to  inspire 
WNEC  and  the  surround- 
ing community.  She  aspires 
to  be  a  "servant  leader"  on 
campus  and  believes  in 
"supporting  those  seen  and 
unseen,  heard  and  unheard." 

Dean  Steffes  is  here  to 
support  the  students.  She 
believes  that  "students  are 
the  center  of  social  change." 
Dean  Stefles  welcomes  con- 
versation with  students,  and 


is  a  great  resource  for  stu- 
dents to  utilize.  Her  office 
is  warm  and  welcoming  and 
she  is  very  easy  to  approach 
and  converse  with. 

Dean  Steffes  is  a  strong  be- 
liever in  sustainability  and 
is  hoping  to  inspire  WNEC 
to  be  greener.  She  would 
like  to  team  up  with  groups 
on  campus,  such  as  the  Res- 
idence Hail  Association,  to 
promote  sustainability  in 
living  areas.  She  hopes  to  be 
a  part  of  "student  develop- 
ment that  would  be  helpful 
to  campus."  By  listening, 
observing,  and  understand- 
ing the  context  of  WNEC 
traditions,  she  can  then  see 
how  her  experiences  would 
contribute  to  the  overall 
campus  community. 

Due  to  the  potential  re- 
lationships, the  people,  and 
the  contemporary  strate- 
gic plan  in  place  at  West- 
em  New  England  College, 


Image:  WNEC 

Dean  Steftes  feels  that  she 
will  fit  in  here.  She  strong- 
ly believes  in  the  people  at 
WNEC,  such  as  President 
Dr.  Anthony  Caprio  and  the 
Presidential  StatT.  She  also 
admires  the  way  campus 
community  members  "hon- 
or each  other"  She  sup- 


ports the  strategic  plan  to 
unite  WNEC  with  the  larger 
Springfield  community  and 
encourages  cooperation  be- 
tween the  two.  Dean  StetTes 
is  a  refreshing  addition  to 
campus  and  brings  a  lot  to 
WNEC  and  the  surrounding 
community. 
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Interested  in  Writing? 

The  Westerner  is  al- 
ways looking  for  writers, 
whether  you  are  an  ac- 
complished journalist  or 
just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  8:00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  in  Rivers  105, 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


New  York  Times  Sports  Journalist  Shares  her  Insight 


By  Hannah  Berling 

Stajf  Writer 

Sitting  in  a  living  room 
type  setting,  in  a  nearly 
packed  Sleith  100,  Lynn 
Zinser  was  happy  to  answer 
any  questions  that  came  her 
way  from  the  Western  New 
England  College  commu- 
nity. Zinser  came  to  WNEC 
on  September  17"'  to  speak 
about  her  tenure  as  a  sports 
journalist  and  her  current 
job  with  the  New  York 
Times  as  part  of  the  Cen- 
ter for  International  Sport 
Business  Speaker  Series. 
The  presentation  focused  on 
sports,  journalism,  and  the 
ftiture  of  newspapers. 

A  graduate  of  Syracuse 
University,  Zinser  has  writ- 
ten for  many  newspapers 
leading  up  to  her  debut  with 
the  New  York  Times  in  2003 . 
During  this  tenure  at  the 
Times,  Zinser  wrote  stories 
about  the  Giants,  Rangers, 
and  has  covered  the  Olym- 
pics and  the  U.S.  Open.  She 
was  quick  to  point  out  that 
for  her.  starting  out,  it  was 
particularly  hard  because 
she  was  stepping  into  a 
male  dominated  field.  Be- 
ing one  of  approximately 
fifteen  women  in  the  sports 
journalism  industry,  she  had 
to  try  even  harder  to  prove 


By  Katelyn  Mello 

Sfajf  Writer 


At  the  end  of  the  2009 
spring  semester,  students 
and  school  officials  began 
to  notice  vandalism  in  the 
gazebo  located  outside  of 
the  freshman  quad  residence 
halls.  Over  the  summer,  it 
was  repainted  to  hide  the 
racial  and  discriminatory 
slurs.  At  the  start  of  the  cur- 
rent school  year,  however, 
the  gazebo  was  once  again 
discovered  to  be  vandalized. 
It  has  since  been  freshly  re- 
painted for  a  second  time, 
and  the  missing  slats  are 
awaiting  replacement. 

In  order  to  resolve  this 
issue.  Student  Senate  will 
be  placing  a  sign  in  the  ga- 
zebo infonning  students 
that  it  was  paid  for  by  stu- 


Lynn  Zinser  delivered  an  inspiring  presentation  about  her 
sports  career. 
Image:  WNEC 


to  athletes  and  people  in  the 
business  that  she  knew  what 
she  was  talking  about.  Zin- 
ser has  since  gained  respect 
through  the  games  she  has 
covered  and  people  she  has 
interviewed. 

The  longest  conversa- 
tion of  the  evening  was  on 
the  uncertain  outlook  of  the 
printed  newspaper.  Zinser 
said  that  she  believes  printed 
newspapers  will  last  longer 


than  most  people  may  think. 
When  asked  when  exactly 
she  thought  newspapers 
would  die  out  and  be  com- 
pletely online,  she  respond- 
ed, "Not  in  my  lifetime." 
Elaborating  on  how  every 
day  she  sees  people  on  the 
subway  reading  the  printed 
word,  Zinser  said,  "You  still 
can't  get  iPod  service  on  a 
subway."  She  pointed  out 
that  if  news  does  become 
solely  available  online,  the 


Freshman  gazebo  vandalized 


• 

• 

■ft' 
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Hopefully  il  n  il!  be  okay  this  year. 

dent  and  college  funds.  It  is 
their  hope  that  students  will 
be  less  willing  to  vandalize 
the  gazebo  if  they  are  aware 
that  it  was  purchased  by  their 
peers.  In  addition.  Student 
Senate  has  come  up  with 
the  idea  of  lighting  up  the 
gazebo  at  night  using  lights 
similar  to  the  ones  found  on 
the  main  gazebo  outside  of 
the  Campus  Center  The  use 


Image:  WNEC 

of  lights  will  create  an  even 
more  inviting  atmosphere 
that  students  will  hopefully 
be  unwilling  to  defile. 

Student  Senate  Is  con- 
cerned with  this  habitual 
vandalism.  According  to  the 
Senate's  Grievance  Chair- 
person Kelly  Kutash,  the 
vandalism  shows  a  lack  of 
respect  for  the  WNEC  com- 


industry  will  have  to  figure 
out  how  to  charge  readers, 
and  that  many  different  op- 
tions are  being  discussed. 

Other  questions  of  Zin- 
ser dealt  with  the  issue  of 
steroids  in  baseball,  as  well 
as  the  journalist's  relation- 
ship with  athletes,  especial- 
ly during  interviews.  Zinser 
described  the  steroid  con- 
troversy as  "a  worthy  fight," 
because  by  not  fighting,  you 
are  only  hurting  those  who 
don't  want  to  do  drugs.  She 
described  her  relationship 
with  athletes  as  "interest- 
ing," noting  that  they  will 
never  be  her  friends.  She 
also  noted  that  while  inter- 
viewing athletes,  you  "al- 
most expect  them  not  to 
trust  you."  Finally,  Zinser 
advised  anyone  looking  into 
her  field  to  dress  and  act 
professionally  if  you  want 
to  be  taken  seriously. 

Lynn  Zinser  said  she 
sees  life  in  teniis  of  stories 
and  angles,  and  in  sports  she 
roots  for  "the  better  story." 
For  more  on  these  stories, 
follow  Zinser  or  her  Twit- 
ter, twittercom/zinsemyt, 
or  by  reading  her  New  York 
Times  column  "Leading 
Off'  at  www.nvtimes.com/ 
sports. 


munity,  as  well  as  being 
highly  offensive.  Kutash 
also  happily  noticed  that 
since  last  year,  the  gazebo 
itself  has  begun  to  attract 
more  people,  making  its 
ruin  that  much  more  unfor- 
tunate. The  gazebo  seems 
no  longer  only  a  place  to 
smoke,  but  also  to  social- 
ize and  even  a  quiet  place  to 
conduct  homework. 

Currently,  Student  Sen- 
ate is  asking  for  students' 
help  in  preserving  the  con- 
dition of  the  gazebo.  If  any- 
one witnesses  any  form  of 
vandalism  on  campus,  they 
hope  someone  will  speak  up 
in  order  to  protect  not  only 
this  specific  gazebo,  but 
also  the  beauty  and  commu- 
nal atmosphere  of  Western 
New  England  College  as  a 
whole. 
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The  Swine  Flu  hits  WNEC 


By  Sarah  Carbone 

Slaffm-iler 

Just  two  words,  and 
all  ears  perk  up:  Swine 
Flu.  Yes,  there  seems  to  be 
a  slight  panic  around  cam- 
pus when  the  HlNl  virus 
is  mentioned.  The  Western 
New  England  College  cam- 
pus has  certainly  seen  the 
effects  of  H INI,  as  well  as 
the  common  flu.  Unfortu- 
nately for  college  students, 
HlNI  effects  more  people 
under  the  age  of  25  than 
the  seasonal  flu  does  due  to 
its  ability  to  rapidly  spread 
ft"om  person  to  person. 


Image:  Google 


The  HlNl  virus,  with 
the  common  street  name 
Swine  Flu,  is  nothing  more 
than  a  type  A  influenza  vi- 
rus. Its  first  detection  in  the 
United  States  was  in  April 
of  2009,  and  it  quickly  be- 
came a  hot  topic  of  conver- 
sation. The  main  concern 
with  HINI  is  how  fast  it 
spreads,  and  not  that  it  is 
more  severe  than  other  flu 
strains.  HINI  is  mostly 
spread  through  respiratory 
secretions,  coughing,  sneez- 


ing, and  also  direct  contact 
with  an  infected  person  or 
surface.  An  important  thing 
to  remember  is  that  HlNl 
can  live  up  to  8  hours  after 
being  disposed  on  a  surface. 
So  after  taking  a  seat  in  a 
chair  in  your  10  A.M.  class, 
just  keep  in  mind  that  there 
may  be  germs  still  surviving 
on  that  surface  from  the  pre- 
vious person. 

The  easiest  way  to  pro- 
tect yourself  fi"om  HlNl, 
and  other  strains  of  the  flu 
and  even  common  cold,  is 
frequent  hand  washing  and 
sanitizing.  Utilize  those 
sanitizer  dispensers  that 
have  been  placed  around  the 
academic  building  and  cam- 
pus center;  they  are  there 
for  a  reason!  If  you  feel  the 
onset  of  the  flu,  please  go  to 
Health  Services  immediate- 
ly. Symptoms  of  the  HINI 
virus  are  very  similar  to  the 
seasonal  flu,  and  include  fe- 
ver, headache,  fatigue,  sore 
throat,  cough,  nasal  conges- 
tion, muscle  aches,  and  in 
some  cases  nausea  and/or 
diarrhea.  It's  very  important 
that  if  you  feel  the  onset  of 
these  symptoms,  you  try  to 
limit  your  contact  with  oth- 
ers. 

More  information  on 
this  can  be  found  on  the 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege Health  Services  web 
site,  as  well  as  links  to  the 
Center  for  Disease  Control. 


Calling  all  animal  lovers 


By  Liz  Collins 

Entertainment  Editor 


Are  you  an  animal 
lover?  Are  you  interested  in 
volunteering?  Do  you  need 
an  LBC?  If  you  answered 
yes  to  any  of  these  ques- 
tions, then  look  no  further 
than  Rainbow  Rescues  Inc., 
a  non-profit  animal  rescue 
located  in  nearby  Chicopee, 
MA. 

At  Rainbow  Rescues 
Inc.,  unwanted,  abandoned 
and  abused  animals  can  en- 
joy a  family  environment 
while  volunteer  staff  mem- 
bers fmd  them  permanent 
homes.  Maria  O'Brien  and 
brother  Shawn  O'Brien  own 
and  operate  the  rescue. 

Founded  in  2008, 
Rainbow  Rescues  Inc.  has 


placed  over  30  animals  in 
permanent,  loving  homes. 
Instead  of  operating  out  of  a 
central  facility,  like  that  of  a 
kennel  or  pound,  this  rescue 
utilizes  a  foster-care  system 
for  all  animals  they  take  in. 
This  allows  the  animal  to 
receive  the  care  and  atten- 
tion they  deserve  while  an 
ideal  environment  is  found 
for  permanent  placement. 

Volunteers  are  always 
needed  as  the  organization 
doesn't  employ  anyone 
full-time.  Volunteer  tasks 


include  clerical  and  admin- 
istrative work,  fundraising, 
and  even  dog  walking.  Vol- 
unteers assist  the  O'Briens 
run  the  rescue  and  place  the 
fostered  animals  into  lov- 
ing and  permanent  homes. 
The  devoted  staff  members 
at  Rainbow  Rescues  Inc. 
truly  make  a  difference  in 
the  lives  of  the  animals 
they  help.  If  you're  inter- 
ested in  volunteering,  more 
information  and  a  simple 
application  can  be  found  at 
the  rescue's  website:  www. 
rainbowrescues.org. 


Earn  an  LBC  helping  anitnals. 
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Southwood  article 
continued 

stead  of  having  a  central 
heating  system  that  controls 
the  whole  building. 

"I  think  it's  great!  I  am 
happy  to  see  the  college 
make  investments  of  that 
nature.  It  will  really  help 
down  the  road,"  said  Cas- 
tellano  of  WNEC's  efforts 
to  "go  green."  Castellano 
resides  in  Southwood  with 
her  family  and  honestly  be- 
lieves that  Southwood  was 
a  good  investment  made  by 


WNEC. 

Senior  Southwood 
resident  Dave  Oliva  has 
enjoyed  living  in  the  new 
building  thus  far.  Oliva  has 
found  no  downsides  to  liv- 
ing there  and  finds  it  great 
that  everything  is  new,  there 
are  single  rooms,  and  unlike 
Evergreen,  he  doesn't  have 
to  walk  outside  to  do  laun- 
dry. 

"The  only  thing  people 
complain  about  is  the  walk, 
but  I  don't  mind  it  at  all," 
says  Oliva. 


One  major  problem 
that  has  arisen  for  South- 
wood  residents  has  been 
the  parking  situation.  Public 
safety  is  currently  working 
diligently  to  provide  ad- 
equate overflow  lots  for  the 
Southwood  residents  that 
have  cars.  There  have  been 
a  lot  of  issues  with  students 
being  unable  to  fmd  parking 
spaces,  and  parking  tickets 
have  been  distributed  to  nu- 
merous students  who  have 
tried  to  use  other  available 
parking  options.  Other  than 
a  few  kinks  that  are  still  be- 
ing ironed  out,  the  students 
are  enjoying  Southwood, 
and  the  building  seems  to  be 


t  PUBLIC  SAFE'IT  BLOTTER  » 


The  Westerner  has  been  working  hard  alongside  Public  Safety  to  bring  this  to  you  in  order  to  help  raise  campus  awareness  of  what  Public  Safety  does  and 
how  it  affects  you.  The  section  will  feature  summaries  of  some  of  the  campus'  recent  arrests  and  major  offense  activity  calls,  as  well  as  other  campus  safety  related 
facts  and  tips. 

Public  Safetv  O&A.  Offense  Activity  Statistics.  f08/09  Academic  Year\ 

L  Are  Public  Safety  ojficers  real  cops?  •    Last  year  Public  Safety  responded  to  a  total  of  938  calls  in  a  total  of  4 1 

•  Yes.  Public  Safety  officers  are  state  trained.  100%  legitimate  cops.  All  catagories. 
public  safety  officers  are  equipped  no  differently  a  regular  Springfield  Police 
officer  and  have  the  ability  arrest  people  at  their  discretion. 

2.  What  exactly  does  public  safety  do? 

•  Public  Safety  works  very  hard  to  keep  our  campus  safe  and  problem 
free.  They  are  not  just  the  guys  who  come  when  you  get  in  trouble,  in  fact  the 
majority  of  the  situations  that  public  safety  responds  to  are  to  provide  help  for 
students,  i.e.  lockouts,  fire  drills,  medical  emergencies,  etc... 

For  more  inromiation  on  public  safcty  pl« 


The  top  5  most  frequent  calls  are... 

Liquor  Law  Violation 

10% 

Motor  Vehicle  Booted 

8% 

Minor  in  Possession  of  Alcohol 

8% 

Larceny 

7% 

Motor  Vehicle  Accident 

6% 

www.wnec.edu/dps  More  at:  http://wwwl.wnec. edu/dps/index.cfni?seleetion=doc. 6901 
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Summer  concert  review  and  concerts  to  look  out  for 


By  Josh  Zaino 

St  ajf  Writer 

The  summer  was  full 
of  rejoice  for  concert  dwell- 
ers everywhere.  It  marked 
the  wildly  anticipated  re- 
union/comeback of  two  of 
the  "Jam-band"  genre's  res- 
idential heroes;  Phish  and 
The  Grateful  Dead  both  em- 
barked on  summer  tours  af- 
ter both  bands  called  it  quits 
in  2004.  The  two  haven't 
lost  a  step  and  both  bands 
are  looking  better  than  ever. 
They  played  all  of  the  fan 
favorites,  both  sounding  as 
good  as  before.  The  general 
consent  while  leaving  both 
shows  was  one  of  extreme 
satisfaction  and  ecstasy  that 
these  beloved  bands  are  fi- 
nally back  at^er  their  respec- 
tive hiatuses.  Phish  took  it  a 
step  fiirther,  bringing  back 
their  music  festival.  "Phish 
Fest  8"  starts  on  Halloween 
and  runs  for  three  days,  with 
eight  Phish  sets. 

There  wasn't  just 
something  for  the  "Dead 


heads"  our  there  either; 
there  was  something  to  fit 
the  needs  of  any  concert 
goer  this  summer-  a  truly 
exciting  summer  in  enter- 

f  ?  I 


tainment.  Taylor  swift  be- 
gan her  first  headlining  tour 
after  being  the  opening  act 
for  artists  such  as  Rascal 
Fiatts  and  Keith  Urban.  She 


puts  on  a  very  fun  and  theat- 
rical show,  and  incorporates 
themes,  including  eight  cos- 
tume changes.  Taylor  fin- 
ished the  summer  in  the  Top 
10  Most  Successful  Acts, 
something  to  be  very  proud 
of  as  it  was  her  first  solo 
tour. 

For  those  who  enjoy 
a  hip  hop/rap  show,  the  hot 
show  this  summer  was  LiT 
Wayne  who  launched  a  mas- 
sive summer  tour,  accompa- 
nied by  a  nourish  of  acts  in- 
cluding: Young  Jeezy,  Soul- 
ja  Boy  and  Drake.  Though 
some  were  skeptical  about 
the  last  minute  addition  of 
Soulja  Boy  to  the  lineup,  it 
didn't  hurt  ticket  sales,  nor 
did  it  affect  performances. 
The  tour  was  exactly  what 
the  genre  needed  this  sum- 
mer and  was  one  of  the  big- 
gest hip-hop  events  in  recent 
history. 

Fortunately,  the  tour 
season  didn't  end  as  the  heat 
died  down  and  the  leaves 
began  to  change  from  green 


to  an  assortment  of  yellow, 
brown  and  orange.  Here  at 
WNEC,  students  can  look 
forward  to  upcoming  con- 
certs very  close  to  campus. 
The  Big  E  is  ofTering  a  va- 
riety of  free  shows  this  year. 
This  weekend  will  mark 
the  first  ticketed  concert 
with  Sugarland  and  special 
guest  star.  Matt  Nathanson. 
Tickets  are  available  on  The 
Big  E  website  and  also  at 
the  event  itself.  Sugarland's 
music  is  for  anyone  who 
enjoys  country,  with  a  clear 
focus  on  strong  lyrics  with 
their  instrumentals. 

On  Saturday  night, 
October  3'^  Brett  Michaels 
will  be  playing  a  free  show 
at  the  Comcast  Arena  Stage, 
starting  at  8  pm.  Be  sure  to 
get  there  early  because  the 
venue  has  been  known  to 
fill  up.  Brett  Michaels'  mu- 
sic can  best  be  described  as 
acoustic  rock,  hard  rock,  or 
country  rock.  If  you  enjoy 
acoustic  guitar  playing,  ac- 
companied by  love  songs, 
then  this  is  the  show  for 


you. 

The  following  night, 
Seether  wil  1  be  playing  at  set 
at  the  Comcast  Arena  Stage, 
starting  at  7  pm.  Seether's 
music  can  be  classified  as 
loud  alternative  metal  mu- 
sic so  if  you  are  looking  for 
a  light  show,  this  isn't  the 
one  for  you. 

Two  huge  acts  are 
coming  to  the  area  this 
weekend  as  well.  Mohe- 
gan  Sun  will  be  featuring 
shows  in  its  concert  arena 
on  back-lo-back  nights.  On 
Friday  night,  American  Idol 
Kelly  Clarkson  will  be  mak- 
ing an  appearance  for  one 
night  only,  which  will  be  a 
must  see  event.  The  follow- 
ing night.  The  Jonas  Broth- 
ers will  be  gracing  us  with 
their  presence  while  on  their 
world  tour. 

This  is  an  exciting 
time  for  shows  and  enter- 
tainment; stay  tuned  and 
keep  a  look  out  for  what's 
coming  next. 


Movie  Review:  Jennifer's  Body 


By  Maurica  McDougale 

Staff  Writer 

Up  for  criticism  this 
week:  Jennifer's  Body,  the 
movie  everyone  has  been 
raving  about  gets  0  out  of  5 
stars.  This  was  possibly  the 
worst  movie  I've  ever  seen. 
I  haven't  been  this  disap- 
pointed since  the  Patriots 
lost  the  Super  Bowl.  Hon- 
estly, this  was  a  lame  excuse 
for  a  movie.  It  most  definite- 
ly wasn't  scary,  the  plot  was 
ridiculous  and  nothing  made 
sense.  I  don't  mean  to  spoil 


it  for  all  those  guys  out  there 
who  just  want  to  see  Megan 
Fox,  but  not  even  the  six 
guys  I  saw  it  with  were  im- 
pressed; not  even  her  body 
was  enough  to  satisfy  them. 
Yet  again.  Megan  Fox  gives 
everyone  the  opportunity  to 
see  that  she's  nothing  more 
than  a  pretty  face.  Not  one 
person  in  that  theater  left 
happy;  everyone  wanted 
their  money  back.  Things 
began  to  go  downhill  when 
Megan  Fox  started  spitting 
out  the  "ghetto"  language. 
It  just  didn't  work  for  her. 


The  parts  that  were  intended 
to  be  funny  were  lame.  The 
plot  was  so  incredibly  stu- 
pid; I  don't  know  how  any- 
one could've  thought  that  it 
would  make  a  good  movie. 
The  movie  didn't  really  give 
enough  background  or  go 
into  enough  detail  on  vital 
points.  It  focused  way  too 
much  on  trying  to  be  scary 
and  sexy  at  the  same  time 
and  it  just  didn't  work.  I'm 
telling  you  people,  don't 
waste  your  money. 


Jennifer  s  Body  is  definilely  a  film  to  miss. 
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J3    iXunes  Top  Fives 


Compiled  By:  Adie  Gigiiere 


Top  5  Songs: 

1 .  Party  In  The  U.S.A.  -  Miley  Cyros 

2.  Watcha  Say  -  Jason  DeRulo 

3.  Cowboy  Casanova  -  Carrie  Underwood 

4.  Paparazzi  -  Lady  GaGa 

5. 1  Gotta  Feeling  -  Black  Eyed  Peas 

Writer 's  Song  Pick:  Empire  State  of  Mind 
(feat.  Alicia  Keys)  -  Jay-Z 


Itunes  #y  Album: 
Backspacer  -  Pearl  Jam 


Top  5  Albums: 

1 .  Backspacer  -  Pearl  Jam 

2.  Life  Starts  Now  -  Three  Days  Grace 

3.  Church  Music  -  David  Crowder  Band 

4.  The  Blueprint  3  -  Jay-Z 

5.  Daisy  -  Brand  New 

Writer 's  Album  Pick:  The  Blueprint  3  -  Jay-Z 
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A  homecoming  show  you  don't 
want  to  miss 


By  Jeff  Caudioso  &  Ashley  Tsalapatanis 

Contributing  Writers 


Western  New  England 
College's  Homecoming  is  a 
time-honored  tradition  here 
on  campus.  It  is  a  time  for 
past  and  present  students  to 
come  together  to  have  fun 
and  it  is  approaching  fast! 
On  October  3rd  at  8:00pm 
in  the  HLC  Greg  Proops 
and  Chip  Esten,  seen  on 
ABC's  hit  show  Whose 
Line  is  it  Anyway?^  will  be 
performing  live  on  campus 
for  a  night  fijU  of  improv 
fun  and  laughter.  For  those 
who  are  unfamiliar  with  this 
show,  Proops  has  also  ap- 
peared on  The  Drew  Carey 
Show,  The  Late,  Late  Show 
with  Craig  Ferguson,  The 
Jimmy  Kimmel  Show,  Just 
Shoot  Me,  Veronica  s  Closet 
and  The  Wayne  Brady  Show. 
Esten  has  appeared  on  The 
Drew  Carey  Show,  The  Of- 
fice, Cheers,  Married  With 
Children,  JAG.  The  Mentat- 
ist,  and  has  made  his  fea- 
ture film  debut  in  the  Kevin 
Costner  directed  film.  The 
Postman.  He  also  was  one 
of  the  writers  for  Nickel- 
odeon's Rocket  Power. 

Proops  and  Esten  have 
been  touring  all  over  the 


United  States  and  Canada 
with  their  Whose  Line  Is  It 
Anyway-\nsp\TcA  live  im- 
provisational  show.  Now 
you  can  see  them  for  FREE 
here  on  campus.  Do  not 
forget  to  bring  your  WNEC 
ID  because  you  will  be  re- 
quired to  present  it  at  the 
door  for  FREE  admission. 
Are  you  a  student  with  two 
guests?  Bring  them  along! 
Your  two  fi"iends  are  also 
fi'ee.  (Students  are  allowed 
to  bring  two  guests.)  Alum- 
ni will  be  charged  $10  per 
ticket.  Doors  open  at  7:00 
PM,  and  seats  will  be  filled 
on  a  first  come,  first-served 
basis,  so  make  sure  you  get 
a  seat.  You  do  not  want  to 
miss  out! 

WNEC's  Improv 
troupe,  Improv  on  the 
Rocks,  will  also  be  perform- 
ing; they  will  be  opening  the 
show  for  Proops  and  Esten. 
Do  not  miss  out.  This  group 
is  a  lot  of  fun  to  watch.  So 
remember,  the  show  is  on 
Saturday  October  3''  at  8pm 
in  the  HLC  (doors  open  at 
7pm),  you  won't  want  to 
miss  this  one.  See  you  there, 
and  bring  your  friends! 


Album  Review-  Prospect  Hill:  For  the  Lovers, 
the  Haters  and  the  Dead 


By  Rachel  O'Brien 

Staff  Writer 

The  band  Prospect 
Hill  was  formed  in  2003 
by  Mark  Roberge  and  Der- 
ek Rousseau  in  Lawrence, 
Massachusetts.  Their  first 
full  length  album,  "Out  of 
the  Ashes,"  was  released  in 
2006.  In  2007,  Prospect  Hill 
found  the  voice  that  they 
had  been  looking  for  in  lead 
singer,  Adam  Fithian.  They 
have  toured  with  the  likes 
of  PowennanSOOO  as  well 
as  Hinder.  They  are  releas- 
ing their  highly  anticipated 
new  LP  with  A-List  pro- 
ducer Jon  Wyman  on  Friday 


Image:  Prospect  Hill 
September  25,  2009. 

Prospect  Hill  released 
For  the  Lovers,  the  Hat- 
ers, and  the  Dead  on  May 
\",  2008.  The  album  has  a 
catchy  fresh  sound,  ranging 


from  metal  to  pop  rock.  It  is 
very  introspective  in  terms 
of  making  one  think  about 
his  or  her  own  internal  state 
and  feelings.  The  first  track, 
"S.O.E,"  featuring  Gods- 
Contimied  on  page  6. 


Hometown  fun  for  everyone  at  the  Big  E 


By  Sara  Sullivan 

Staff  Writer 

Looking  for  some- 
thing fijn  to  do  this  week- 
end? Well,  if  you  haven't 
heard  the  Big  E  is  in  town 
fi-om  now  until  October 
4*.  Gates  open  at  8  am  and 
most  exhibits  and  buildings 
are  open  from  10  am  to  10 
pm. 

It  is  $15  to  get  in  dur- 
ing the  day  as  well  as  on 
the  weekends;  but  you  can 


also  get  in  for  $5  after  5  pm 
Monday-Thursday. 

The  Big  E  has  some- 
thing to  offer  everyone, 
ranging  from  hundreds  of 
cool  things  to  see  and  buy 
to  the  most  amazing  food 
you  have  ever  eaten  in  your 
life.  If  you've  never  been 
you  sure  don't  want  to  miss 
out  this  year  because  there 
is  something  for  everyone. 
Highlights  include;  The  Big 
E  Super  Circus,  Avenue  of 
Stales,  and  who  would  pass 


up  the  free  concerts  at  the 
Comcast  Arena?  Concerts 
include  Bret  Michaels'  Rock 
of  Love  Tour  and  Seether. 
There  are  also  a  lot  of  rides 
and  carnival  games  for  ev- 
eryone to  enjoy  and  bring 
out  your  inner  youth 

Every  year  vendors 
fi-om  all  over  New  Eng- 
land gather  right  next  door 
in  West  Springfield  for  the 
largest  fair  in  the  Northeast. 
You  don't  want  to  miss  out! 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


Mayflower  Porter 


By  Canio  Carlucci  and  Adie  Giguere 

The  Beer  Pros 


Note:  All  students  imbibing 
alcohol  must  be  of  age.  Please  drink 
responsibly  and  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidel  ines  and  rules  regaitling  alcohol 
possession,  use.  and  procur>emcnt. 


Plymouth,  Massachu- 
setts is  where  America's 
beautiful  history  started, 
and  unfortunately  it  is 
also  the  home  of  what 
is  arguably  America's 
worst  beer:  Mayflower 
Porter.  For  the  first  Issue 
of  fall  2009,  we  decided 
to  review  something  to- 
tally different,  so  it  was 
off  to  Winn  Liquors  to 
find  something  unheard 
of.  What  we  came  home 
with  disgusted  us;  picture 
Guinness  stout  mixed 
with  Kahlua.  The  first  sip 
is  probably  the  worst.  At 
first  it  tastes  smooth  and 
thick,  but  this  is  quick- 
ly overrun  by  a  taste  of 
burned  coffee  and  an  af- 
tertaste that  reminds  you 


of  a  morning  after  drink- 
ing 1 5  Keystone  Lights. 

In  the  end  we  would 
have  to  say  that  if  anything 
this  is  a  desert  beer...  a 
last  resort  desert  beer. 
However,  if  you  went  the 
rest  of  your  life  without 
drinking  it,  you  wouldn't 
miss  a  thing.  This  may 
have  been  a  great  beer  for 
the  Pilgrims,  but  for  an 
of-age  college  kid,  you 
would  probably  be  better 
off  sober  than  risk  get- 
ting in  any  kind  of  trouble 
drinking  this  nasty  beer 
In  conclusion,  we  give 
this  one-half  beer  out  of 
five,  half  a  point  simply 
because  it  is  American! 


Mayflower  Porter 
Rating 


0.5/5  Beers 


Green 

By:  Adie  Giguere 

My  tips  for  this  issue  are  all  about  water.  1  learn  something 
new  from  singer/activist  Jason  Mraz's  blog  every  Wednesday, 
his  designated  day  for  water  conservation  tips.  Here  are  a  few 
that  you  can  put  into  practice  today: 

1.  Pick  one  glass  for  your  drinking  water  every  day  to  cut 
down  on  the  number  of  glasses  to  wash. 

2.  Turn  off  the  water  while  you  wash  your  hair,  and  save 
150  gallons  of  water  each  month. 

3.  Stop  purchasing  plastic  water  bottles,  which  act  as  a  vote 
for  more  waste.  Refill  a  reusable  water  bottle  instead. 

4.  Finally,  a  green  idea  directly  from  Mraz's  latest  Wednes- 
day blog; 

"This  week's  tip  is  simple.  Stop  Smoking.  Cigarette  butts 
are  one  of  the  leading  causes  of  litter  and  pollution  in  our  rivers, 
lakes,  and  streams.  Not  to  mention,  the  smoking  trend  ended  in 
the90's.  Give  it  up.  If  you  don't  smoke,  1  challenge  you  to  help 
someone  you  know  quit." 

To  read  more  on  water  conservation  and  global  awareness 
from  Jason  Mraz,  check  out  his  blog  at  freshnessfactorfivethou- 
sand.  blogspot.com . 
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EMTERTAmMEIVT  &  OPIMOM 

Prospect  Hill  album 
review  continued. 

mack's  own  Tony  Rombola, 
opens  with  a  bang.  The  next 
track.  "Dance,"  has  catchy 
upbeat  lyrics  that  draw  you 
in  and  make  you  want  to 
continue  listening. 


The  radio  ready  third 
track,  "Breakdown,"  also 
appeared  on  their  previ- 
ously released  demo  and 
was  reproduced  by  renowed 
producer  Anthony  J.  Resta. 
Resta's  credits  include  acts 
such  as  Collective  Soul, 
Duran  Duran,  and  Elton 
John.  "Buried."  is  a  song 
that  speaks  out  to  listeners 
and  allows  them  to  relate  to 
the  feeling  of  being  trapped 
deep  down,  and  trying  to 
tmd  a  way  out.  Beginning 
on  a  positive  note.  "Brighter 
Days"  has  a  deep  meaning 
of  living  for  the  moment 
because  life  passes  by  very 
quickly.  "The  Ride"  also 
takes  on  this  concept,  as 
does  "The  Divided."  Both 
encourage  living  with  no 
regrets. 

"Invisible,"  stays  true 
to  its  name  and  reaches  out 
to  all  those  who  have  been 
judged,  whether  by  labels  of 
clothing  or  their  own  appear- 
ances. It  goes  on  to  explain 


Prospect  Hill  uln  a 


cnergelic  perjuriiutncc 


isuk'r  seeing  Iheni  in  ivorci 


how  people  never  notice 
the  person  who  is  invisible, 
the  person  who  they  never 
chose  to  see.  "Panacea,"  is 
interesting  because  it  origi- 
nates from  the  actual  defini- 
tion of  the  word,  meaning 
a  remedy  for  all  disease  or 
ills.  In  other  words,  a  cure- 


all.  It  addresses  the  search 
for  a  cure,  perhaps  from  the 
pain  featured  on  the  follow- 
ing track,  "Face  the  Pain." 

The  last  track,  "Walk 
Home,"  questions  dying 
young  and  whether  or  not 
you'll  find  your  way  home. 


The  album  leaves  you  long- 
ing for  more  of  the  raw 
emotion  that  comes  from 
the  dynamic  mix  of  lead 
singer  Adam  Fithian  and 
band  members,  Mark  Ro- 
berge,  Sean  Perreault,  Andy 
Tats,  Edgar  Tronocosaurus 
and  Derek  Rousseau. 


For  anyone  interested. 
Prospect  Hill  will  be  per- 
forming on  November  22, 
2009  at  8pm  in  Worcester, 
Massachusetts  at  the  Tam- 
many Hall  venue. 


Quiet  Hours:  They  are  here  for  a  reason 


By  Emily  Andre 

Staff  Writer 

It's  1 1;45  on  a  Mon- 
day night.  Those  of  us  with 
early  classes  are  snuggled  up 
in  bed  with  our  teddy  bears 
or  text  books  just  about  to 
fall  asleep. 

"Bam!"  a  door  sud- 
denly slams  shut.  You  roll 
over  and  try  to  drift  back  to 
sleep  but  are  interrupted,  yet 
again,  by  a  lame  joke,  fol- 
lowed by  a  shriek  of  laugh- 
ter. You  fluff  your  pillow 
and  sfraighten  your  sheets 
—  perhaps  this  will  distract 
you  from  the  ensuing  cir- 
cus in  the  hallway,  but  the 
giggling  of  a  group  of  girls 
proves  this  attempt  to  be  fu- 
tile. 

If  only  there  was 
some  sort  of  rule  to  prevent 
this  situation?  Oh  wait,  there 
is.  I  believe  it  is  referred  to 
as  "quiet  hours"  -  the  sacred 
time  between  10:00  pm  and 


After  quiet  hours  should  he  quiet 

the  dreaded  sunrise,  meant 
for  sleep.  The  apparent  dis- 
regard for  this  rule  leads  to 
an  essential  question:  what's 


the  point  of  even  having  You  can  expect  to  be  sur- 
quiet  hours  if  they  are  not  rounded  by  rowdy,  some- 
abided  by?  what  obnoxious  teenagers. 
Yes,  this  is  college.  And  yes,  slamming  doors. 


lame  jokes,  and  shrieks  of 
laughter  have  their  occa- 
sional appeal,  but  certainly 
not  in  the  middle  of  a  Mon- 
day night.  While  having  fun 
is  essential  to  the  college 
experience,  so  is  passing 
one's  classes,  something 
much  easier  to  accomplish 
with  more  than  a  few  hours 
of  sleep.  Enforcing  quiet 
hours  would  be  beneficial 
and  much  appreciated  by 
those  who  require  at  least 
some  shut-eye  in  order  to 
function  properly. 

So,  the  next  time  it's 
the  middle  of  the  night  and 
you're  feelingrambunctious, 
or  are  suddenly  inspired  to 
blast  your  stereo,  or  practice 
guitar,  please  consider  your 
sleep  deprived  neighbors 
(who  may  be  stuffing  cot- 
ton in  their  ears  to  achieve 
blessed  silence).  We  would 
appreciate  it  if  you  were 
quiet  until  morning. 
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PUZZLES 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  number  in  the  emply  boxes  in  such  a  way 
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small  Q-box  square  contains  all  of  the 
numbers  from  one  to  nine. 
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*  Moderate   ♦*  Challenging 
★  ★  *  HOO  BOY! 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  *  *  ★ 


*  Moderate  Challenging 
**★  HOO  BOY! 
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King  Crossword 


ACROSS 

'\vings'' 

-J 

43 

Most  ironic 

8 

Brun6i  biQwiQ 

construction 

45 

Bow 

g 

Hug©  burdGn 

4 

obsequiously 

10 

Wicked 

g 

Kitton  s  call 

47 

Storm  center 

11 

Marriss 

12 

Irving  Berlin's 

48 

2sa  Zsa's 

16 

Dine  on 

"What'll  -?" 

sister 

20 

Leave  out 

13 

Farewell 

49 

Alternative  to 

21 

Sail  support 

14 

"-  got  it!" 

paneling 

22 

Domini 

15 

Where  a 

54 

Chum 

preceder 

fourdrlnier  Is 

55 

Winter 

23 

Be 

used 

weather 

uncooperative 

17 

Cover 

56 

Blood-group 

27 

Bankroll 

18 

Big  name  in 

letters 

29 

Cupid's  alias 

boxing  lore 

57 

Ailing 

30 

Landlord's 

19 

Coral  rings 

58 

Fifth  word  In 

due 

21 

Dog's  owner 

the  Gettysburg 

32 

Thrash 

24 

Sweet 

Address 

34 

He'll  give  you 

potatoes 

59 

Peacock 

25 

Pismire 

network 

37 

Tired 

26 

Evergreen 

39 

Underground 

28 

Saltpeter 

DOWN 

vaults 

31 

Uppity  one 

1 

Party  bowlful 

42 

1984 

33 

British  rule 

2 

Oklahoma 

Kentucky 

of  India 

city 

Derby  winner 

35 

Ripped 

3 

Swab  the 

44 

Verily 

36 

Strengthened 

deck 

45 

Military  hat 

38 

Calendar 

4 

lUlotorcycle 

46 

Ellipse 

abbr. 

name 

50 

Meadow 

40 

"Smoking 

5 

Fan 

51 

Skillet 

or  -?" 

6 

Roman  3 

52 

Recede 

41 

Dumbo's 

7 

Pass  the 

53 

Mythical  flier 
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Eino  ElBDEia  QEin 

Biia  aannn  lanB 
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SPORTS 


Wl(]  ATHLETICS 
RECORDS 


Football: 

Wins:  1 
Losses:  3 
Ties:  0 


Men's  Soccer: 

Wins:  5 
Losses:  4 
Ties:  1 


Women's  Soccer: 

Wins:  2 
Losses:  6 
Ties:  0 


Field  Hockey: 

Wins:  1 
Losses:  9 
Ties:  0 


Athlete  of  the  Week:  Katy  Vogl  -  Women's  Field  Hockey 


By  Emily  Andre 

Staff  Writer 


Katy  Vogl,  junior 
captain  from  Cazenovia, 
nV,  has  been  scoring  goals 
and  dominating  the  pitch  in 
Golden  Bear  Stadium  for 
the  WNEC  field  hockey 
team  for  the  last  two  years. 
This  year  is  no  different, 
leading  the  team  in  goals 
and  assists. 

Vogl's  most  recent 
performance  came  against 
Commonwealth  Coast  Con- 
ference opponent  Anna  Ma- 
ria College  where  she  made 
a  goal  and  assist  to  claim  the 
teams  first  win  of  the  sea- 
son, giving  the  field  hockey 
team  a  solid  conference  re- 
cord of  1-1. 

In  the  previous  game, 
Vogl  had  scored  a  last  min- 
ute goal  to  send  the  game 
into  overtime  before  the 
team  met  a  late  loss.  She 
brought  that  momentum  into 
the  first  half  against  Anna 
Maria.  Vogl  set  up  fellow 
forward  and  captain,  Kaela 
Jalbert,  for  the  team's  first 
goal  and  giving  the  team  an 
early  lead  in  the  game. 

Anna  Maria  responded 
with  a  goal  in  the  same  half, 
but  with  just  over  25  min- 
utes left  in  the  second  half 
Vogl  made  the  game-win- 
ning goal  past  Anna  Maria 
goalie  Allyssa  Boykin.  and 


the  defense  continued  to 
hold  strong. 

Vogl  says  the  win  has 
greatly  improved  the  team's 
spirits,  and  put  them  in  a 
rhythm  they  hope  to  carry 
into  the  rest  of  the  season. 
Vogl  feels  the  team  will  ex- 
cel, having  their  most  dif- 
ficult games  in  the  opening 
weeks  of  the  season  and  the 
second  half  of  the  season 
should  be  much  better  than 
the  first. 

"We're  a  good  team 
despite  out  record,  we're 
very  young,"  said  Vogl  of 
the  team's  less  than  perfect 
record,  "the  first  part  of  our 
schedule  had  some  great 
teams  on  it,  but  we  should 
improve  as  the  season  pro- 
gresses." 

Vogl  started  playing 
Field  Hockey  in  7'^  grade, 
when  a  neighborhood  fa- 
ther whom  coached  the 
middle  school  team  encour- 
aged her  to  play,  from  there 
she  continued  her  success 
at  Cazenovia  High,  where 
upon  graduation  she  came 
to  WNEC. 

At  WNEC  she  was 
faced  with  her  most  chal- 
lenging and  effective  coach 
yet.  Coach  Sarah  Kelly. 
"She's  very  involved  and 
really  pushes  us  to  be  bet- 
ter, a  lot  of  conditioning." 
She  admits  it  gets  tough  and 


Image:  iVNEC- 

Irustrating,  but  recognizes 
how  much  it  improves  the 
team. 

You  can  see  Katy  and 
the  rest  of  the  Golden  Bear 
Field  Hockey  team  at  home 
this  Thursday  October  1", 
when  they  take  on  Sim- 
mons at  7:00  PM;  as  well 


as  their  big  game  against 
the  University  of  New  Eng- 
land homecoming  weekend, 
Saturday  October  3""  at  6:00 
PM.  which  will  be  a  benefit 
game  dedicated  to  Playing 
for  the  Cure,  supporting 
Breast  Cancer. 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Games  in  Bold 


FOOTBALL 

9/30/2009 

MEN'S  SOCCER 

Ea;.tcrn  Nazarene  College 

7:00  PM 

10/3/2009 

Plymouth  State  University 

1:00  PM 

10/3/2009 

SaKe  Regina  Uni\'ersity 

11:01)  AM 

10/10/2009 

UMass  Darlmoulh 

7:00  PM 

1(1  (i  2009 

Gordon  College 

3:{)()  PM 

10/17/2009 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 

1:00  PM 

10/10/2009 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology 

11:00  AM 

10/24/2009 

Endicotl  College 

Noon 

10/1-1/2009 

Nichols  College 

3:30  PM 

10/31/2009 

Salve  Regiiia  University 

Noon 

10/17/2009 

Roger  Williams  Univei  sitv 

11:00  AM 

11/7/2009 

Nichols  College 

1:00  PM 

1 0/ 1  S/2(109 

Keenc  Slale  College 

3:00  PM 

10/21/2009 

Regis  College  Springtield,  Mass. 

3:00  PM 

WOMEN'S  SOCCER 

FIELD  HOCKEY 

9/30/2009 

Eastern  Nazarene  College 

4:30  PM 

10/1/2009 

Simmons  College 

7:00  PM 

10/3/2009 

Salve  Reglna  University 

1:30  PM 

10/3 '2009 

Universily  ol'New  England 

6:00  PM 

3:30  PM 

1 0/7/2009 

New  England  College 

3:30  PM 

10/7/2009 

Gordon  College 

10/10/2009 

Salve  Regina  University 

1:00  PM 

10/10/2009 

Wentwortli  Institute  of  Tedinology 

1:30  PM 

10/13/2009 

Gordon  College 

4:00  PM 

10/13/2009 

Nichols  College 

3:30  PM 

10/17/2009 

Regis  College 

10:00  AM 
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Students  are  the  change  during  GSA  sponsored  Ally  Week 


By  Kathryn  Guerra 

From  October  1 9- 
23,  2009,  Western  New 
England  College's  own 
Gay-Straight-Alliance 
(GSA)  hosted  Ally  Week,  a 
chance  for  students  to  help 
end  prejudice  and  discrimi- 
nation on  their  campus. 

Started  in  2005  by  the 
Gay-Lesbian-Straight-Edu- 
cation-Network (GLSEN), 
the  purpose  of  Ally  Week  is 
to  ensure  a  "safe  and  effec- 
tive school  [environment] 
for  all  and  to  encourage  stu- 
dents to  take  action,"  show 
support  for  members  of  the 
Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual,  and 
Transgender  (LGBT)  com- 
munities, and  pledge  to  end 
discrimination  based  on 
sexual  orientation. 

"We  want  people  to 
show  support,  but  mostly 


GSA  activists  at  a  table  in  the  St.  Germain  Campus  Cenfen 
Image:  Kathiyn  Guerra 
we  want  them  to  know  that    son  explained, 
if  they  see  discrimination 
happening,  to  speak  up," 
GSA  member  Aleena  Cus- 


Nationwide,  90% 
of  LGBT  students  polled 


in  a  2007  GLSEN  National 
School  Climate  Survey  said 

Continued  on  page  3. 


Huge  turn-out  for  Art  Gallery  talk  with  Lynn  Kline 


By  Adie  Giguere 

Western  New  Eng- 
land College's  Art  Gallery 
in  the  St.  Germain  Campus 
Center  saw  one  of  it's  larg- 
est turn-outs  ever  for  its  Oc- 
tober 8th  Gallery  Talk  with 
this  month's  featured  artist, 
Lynn  Kline.  "Questions  in 
Woven  Paper"  showcases 
twenty  pieces  of  art  created 
by  Kline's  innovative  exper- 
iments with  paper  weaving, 
handmade  stamps,  water- 
color  markers,  embroidery, 
stitching,  and  whatever  else 
her  intuition  points  her  to- 
ward. 

Kline  said  she  strives 
to  "stretch  the  medium  as  far 
as  it'll  go,"  meaning  woven 
paper,  and  in  the  process, 
sometimes  has  to  remind 
herself  what  she's  working 
with.  Referring  to  a  piece 
she  fmalized  with  water- 
color  markers  after  weav- 
ing, she  said  she  suddenly 
remembered,  "Oh,  wait  a 
minute  —  this  is  paper." 

The  pieces  on  dis- 


WNEC  Professor  Patricia  Jeiiks  (Icji)  unci  ilw  ui  iisi  L  viiii  Kliiic  i right)  siunding  by  one 
of  Kline  s  featured  pieces. 
Image:  Adie  Giguere 


play  are  all  unique;  in  size, 
shape,  and  what  Kline  de- 
scribes as  her  favorite  ele- 
ment of  art:  color.  The  dif- 
ferent types  of  weave  she 


uses  each  create  different 
visual  effects.  Kline's  use 
of  stitching,  initially  just  to 
sew  different  woven  papers 
together,  has  now  become  an 


integral  part  of  each  piece's 
design. 

Continued  on  page  3. 
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Interested  in  Writing? 

The  Westerner  is  al- 
ways looking  for  v^Titers, 
whether  you  are  an  ac- 
complished journalist  or 
just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  6:00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  in  Rivers  105, 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


Hampden  Heat  on  ice? 


By  Katelyn  Mello 

Hampden  Heat,  feel 
the. .  .cold?  It  may  not  be  the 
chant  that  the  residents  of 
Hampden  Hall  were  scream- 
ing at  Freshman  Olympics, 
but  it's  detmitely  what  they 
were  feeling  when  they  lost 
all  their  hot  water.  On  Sun- 
day September  27,  residents 
noticed  a  lack  of  hot  water 
in  the  residence  hall  when 
showering.  However,  it 
wasn't  until  later  that  night 
when  the  cries  of  outrage 
began  to  occur;  the  water 
had  turned  ice  cold. 

Wild  rumors  were 
circling  throughout  the  hall 
(mostly  third  floor  where  all 
the  girls  are)  that  the  water 
was  not  going  to  be  fixed 
until  Thursday  of  that  week. 
After  being  prompted  by 
RHA  members  to  submit 
work  order  forms,  the  water 
was  fixed  by  noon  the  next 
day. 


The  question  re- 
mains: Was  the  water  re- 
ally fixed?  Ever  since  last 
week's  event,  people  have 
occasionally  noticed  a  lack 
of  hot  water.  While  this  only 
lasts  for  a  few  hours,  the 
residents  are  still  inconve- 
nienced. 

According  to  the 
first  floor  Resident  Advi- 
sor of  Hampden  Hall,  Keith 
Jasie,  a  similar  event  has 
occurred  in  the  recent  past. 
During  his  freshman  year 
at  Hampden  Hall,  Jasie  re- 
members the  water-heater 
breaking.  He  mentioned  that 
it  had  taken  a  couple  days 
to  fix,  whereas  the  problem 
this  year  appeared  to  take 
less  time. 

No  matter  the  issue, 
Hampden  residents  were 
and  still  are  aggravated 
about  the  prospect  of  having 


Hope  you  Hampden  kids  like  cold  showers.. 
Image:  Alexandra  Carter 


to  shower  in  either  different 
halls  or  the  HLC.  Ultimate- 
ly, all  members  involved 
hope  that  the  issue  has  been 


resolved  and  the  events  of 
September  27  will  simply 
become  a  part  of  Hampden 
Hall's  legacy. 


Family  and  Friends  Renaissance  Weekend 


By  Sara  Sullivan 


Hear  ye.  Hear  ye!  This 
year's  Family  and  Friends 
Weekend  is  a  Renaissance 
Theme.  Campus  Activities 
Board  is  pleased  to  invite 
parents,  siblings,  and  friends 
to  our  campus  the  weekend 
of  Friday,  October  16"'  to 
Sunday,  October  1 8*. 

A  lot  of  work  has  been 


put  into  the  various  events 
for  ye  all  to  enjoy.  Kick  off 
the  weekend  by  heading 
over  to  Rivers  Friday  at  9 
RM.  for  Fabulous  Feud  and 
Giant  Games  Family  Night. 
Get  a  competition  going  to 
see  who  has  what  it  takes  to 
be  the  best  lord  or  lady  at 
WNEC. 

Be  taken  back  centuries 
ago  to  the  Medieval  Times 
in  the  Campus  Center  on 


Saturday  at  noon.  Join  in  on 
the  fun  with  court  jesters, 
psychics,  mimes,  and  vari- 
ous medieval  crafts.  You 
can  also  look  the  part  by 
getting  your  face  painted. 
Don't  forget  about  the  an- 
nual events,  including  Dr. 
Que's  Magnificent  Billard's 
Trick  Shot  Exhibition  and 
RHA's  Bed  Race.  To  bring 
the  evening  to  a  close,  co- 
median Alex  the  Jester  will 
be  performing  his  unforget- 


table variety  show. 

Before  the  weekend 
comes  to  an  end,  there  will 
be  a  Medieval  Brunch  in  the 
Dining  Room  beginning  at 
1 1  A.M.  Sunday.  Later,  at  3 
RM.,  the  film  "A  Knight's 
Tale"  starring  Heath  Led- 
ger will  be  showing.  Ye  do 
not  want  to  miss  this  year's 
Renaissance  Family  and 
Friends  weekend! 


Homecoming  the  multi-cultural  way 


By  Maurica  McDougale 

On  Saturday  Octo- 
ber 3,  2009  in  Rivers  Me- 
morial, Western  New  Eng- 
land College's  club  United 
&  Mutually  Equal  (U  & 
ME),  directed  by  Yvonne 
Bogle,  held  its  Multi-Cul- 
tural Group  Alliance  Re- 
union Dinner.  It  was  a 
fabulous  turn  out.  Many  of 
the  newly  inducted  fresh- 
man members  of  U  &  ME 
were  in  attendance,  along 
with  several  alumni  includ- 
ing Devon  Davis,  Tommie 
Crawford,  and  Shaq  Walker. 
Guest  speakers  and  WNEC 
President  Dr.  Anthony 
Caprio  also  attended. 


Each  table  was  full 
of  interesting  chatter  until 
the  first  event  of  the  eve- 
ning began:  spoken  word 
by  Brenda's  Child,  other- 
wise known  as  Latoya  Bo- 
sworth.  This  presentation 
was  incredibly  inspiring,  as 
she  spoke  the  words  of  her 
life  in  such  a  way  that  made 
it  hard  to  ignore.  It  was  a 
wonderfiil  way  to  start  the 
evening. 

Next,  U  &  ME  mem- 
bers were  delighted  with 
words  from  our  President 
Dr.  Anthony  Caprio,  as  well 
as  new  Dean  of  Students  Dr. 
Jeanne  StefFes.  Afterwards 


came  the  dining  of  catered 
food  fi-om  wonderful  serv- 
ers who  were  very  polite 
and  professional.  The  menu 
included  fried  chicken,  fried 
fish,  turkey,  plantains,  mac- 
aroni and  cheese,  fi-ied  rice, 
lasagna,  and  rolls.  Not  to 
mention  the  delicious  des- 
sert bar,  which  included 
cheesecake,  carrot  cake,  and 
various  fruits.  The  food  was 
amazing. 

The  night  began  to 
heat  up  as  the  salsa  demon- 
stration by  Nector  Garcia 
began.  He  taught  the  basic 
steps  to  being  a  good  salsa 
dancer  and  brought  in  two 
young  prodigies  to  help 


demonstrate.  The  younger 
members  of  the  group  let 
loose  and  went  all  out  to 
each  song  ~  but  the  best 
dancer  of  the  night  was 
Mrs.  Bogle  herself  Things 
slowed  down  once  again 
with  another  spoken  word 
by  Latoya  Bosworth,  who 
touched  each  member's 
heart  with  the  story  of  her 
life  titled  Super  Model. 

Many  of  the  fresh- 
man members  were  very 
surprised  at  just  how  much 
fun  they  had.  Deceived  by 
the  requirement  of  formal 
attire,  most  thought  the  Re- 
union Dinner  would  be  bor- 
ing, but  there  was  not  one 
person  who  left  unsatisfied. 
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Art  Gallery  Opening  Continued 


"I  don't  like  pat- 
terns, I  don't  like  straight 
lines,  1  don't  like  measur- 
ing things,"  explained  Kline 
with  a  laugh.  She  prefers 
to  work  intuitively,  and  de- 
scribes creative  energy  as 
healing  energy.  Rarely  start- 
ing a  piece  with  an  entire 
idea  in  place,  Kline  follows 
her  instincts  during  creation 
until  a  full  idea  materializes, 
even  waking  up  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  night  with  revela- 
tions of  how  she  will  finish 
a  piece. 

Spending  one  to 
three  months  per  work, 
Kline  described  an  artistic 
process  of  several  steps. 
First,  she  creates  textured 
paper  with  a  cornstarch 
paste  using  homemade 
stamps  and  mark-making 
materials.  This  is  the  type 
of  paper  that  is  often  used 
at  the  beginning  and  end 
of  books.  Kline  then  uses  a 
razor  to  cut  up  and  weave 
these  paste  papers  in  an 
endless  number  of  ways  and 
patterns.  Adding  backing 
to  these  weaved  pieces  cre- 
ates a  cuttable  medium  that 
works  almost  like  fabric. 
From  there,  Kline  can  cut 
up  and  sew  together  differ- 
ent weaves  as  her  gut  feel- 
ings see  fit. 

Like  every  artist, 
Kline  claims  to  create  things 
that  just  don't  "work"  every 
so  often.  She  will  put  these 
aside  and  often  use  them 


Another  of  Kline  s  pieces  on  display. 
Image:  Adie  Giguere 
in  later  pieces.  "They're 
going,  'Hello!  We're  over 
here! "'  says  Kline  of  her  un- 
used work,  hanging  around 
her  studio,  just  waiting  to 
be  incorporated  in  a  ftiture 
piece. 


and  pushing  the  limits  of 
what  you  think  is  possible, 
as  Kline  continually  does 
with  her  woven  paper  tech- 
niques. 


Besides  being  beau- 
tiful and  unique,  Kline's  ex- 
hibit is  a  true  testament  to 
the  importance  of  creativity. 
"Every  job  needs  creativ- 
ity," she  told  her  audience, 
advising  them  to  find  work 
they  have  passion  for  This 
work  also  encourages  per- 
severance, experimentation. 


If  you  have  not  yet 
been  by  to  see  this  colorful 
exhibit,  the  Art  Gallery  is 
open  9  A.M.  to  8  P.M.  Mon- 
day through  Saturday,  and 
1 1  A.M.  to  8  P.M.  on  Sun- 
days. Lynn  Kline's  work 
will  be  on  display  until  No- 
vember 5th  and  is  a  collec- 
tion of  art  you  do  not  want 
to  miss. 


GSA  Ally  Week  Continued 


that  they  had  experienced 
bullying  or  anti-LGBT  slurs 
directed  at  themselves  or 
peers.  For  many,  derogatory 
terms  made  school  an  un- 
safe environment,  causing 
them  to  miss  classes  or  even 
drop  out. 

Nearly  200  WNEC 
students,  faculty,  and  staff 
signed  pledge  cards  that 
stated  they  would  refrain 
from  using  anti-LGBT  lan- 
guage and  slurs,  support 
efforts  to  end  bullying,  and 
stop  incidents  of  discrimi- 
nation. 

"This  is  the  most 
support  we've  had,"  said 
GSA  publicity  chair  Rosie 
Rodriguez,  "and  it's  more 
people  than  last  year  — 
which  is  good,  because  the 
more  people  we  have,  the 
better  it  is  for  you  to  be 
yourself" 

At  issue  for  some 
GSA  members  is  the  "don't- 
ask-don't-tell"  policy  that 
seemingly  pervades  the 
WNEC  campus. 

"While  I  haven't 
really  experienced  any  dis- 
crimination personally,  I  do 
feel  like  it's  not  really  dis- 
cussed here.  That  student's 
don't  want  it  here,"  said 
Cusson. 

GSA  member  Em- 
ily Bouvier  added,  "It's  not 
very  open.   People  don't 


want  to  hear  about  it.  It's 
kind  of  like  a  don't  ask, 
don't  tell  sort  of  thing." 

Allison  Castellano, 
the  Area  Coordinator  For 
Traditional  Housing  in  the 
Oflice  of  Residence  Life, 
says  that  the  school  is  trying 
to  combat  discrimination  as 
"best  we  can." 

"We  are  trying  to 
make  our  residence  halls  as 
welcoming  as  possible;  if 
we  do  hear  any  sort  of  dis- 
criminating terms,  we  try 
and  educate  people.  Staft' 
is  trained  to  try  and  end  the 
use  of 'ouch  words.'" 

Tact  must  be  used 
in  approaching  those  whose 
language  offends.  The 
GLSEN  asks  students  to  in- 
tervene in  situations  where 
students  are  being  harassed 
only  if  it  is  safe  to  do  so. 

Many  of  the  inci- 
dents of  name-calling  and 
prejudice,  occur  while  stu- 
dents are  inebriated,  said 
Cusson.  It's  when  "people 
are  wasted  that  they  pull  out 
the  gay  card,  and  say,  'well, 
you're  a  fag.'" 

"We  try  and  educate 
those  who  are  doing  those 
acts,"  explained  Castellano. 
"We  don't  want  to  belittle 
them,  just  let  them  know 
that  this  kind  of  behavior 
isn't  acceptable." 


t  PUBLIC  SAFE'IT  BLOTTER  t 


IMPORTANT  SAFETY  REMINDERS 

1 .  )  Be  sure  to  keep  your  doors  locked. 

2.  )  Do  not  travel  alone  at  night.  We  encourage  you  to  use 
the  "Buddy  System."  Please  remember  the  Campus  Police 
Department  offers  a  24-hour  escort  service  by  calling  413- 
782-1411  or  413-782-1207. 

3.  )  Blue  Light  Emergency  Call  Boxes  are  located  throughout 
the  campus  to  report  suspicious  activity. 

4.  )  Be  alert  to  your  surroundings.  If  you  notice  any 
suspicious  activity,  please  report  it  to  the  Campus  Police 
Department  immediately  at  4 1 3-782- 1 4 1 1  or  41 3-782- 1 207. 

5.  )  The  College  also  offers  personal  safety  programs  for  all 
members  of  the  College  community  through  the  Office  of 
Residence  Life  and  Campus  Police. 


In  addition,  the  Annual  Campus  Security  Report  provides  you 
with  valuable  information  including  crime  statistics,  crime 
prevention,  security  policies  and  procedures,  and  how  to 
report  crimes  or  suspicious  activity.  You  will  find  it  here  at: 
http://assets.wnec.edu/28/2008_ACSR_Full.pdf 

The  Western  New  England  College  Campus  Police 
department  is  available  for  you  24  hours  a  day,  everyday. 
Please  save  the  Campus  Police  phone  numbers,  413-782-1411 
and  413-782-1207,  in  your  cell  phone  and/or  in  your  other 
personal  phone  directories. 

Your  safety  and  success  is  our  top  priority. 


www.  wnec.  edu/dps 


More  at:  http://www Lwnec.edu/dps/index. cfm?selection=doc. 6901 
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By  Kathryn  Guerra 

Despite  being  the 
"Voice  of  Students,"  and 
despite  having  control  of  a 
surprisingly  large  amount  of 
money,  Student  Senate  isn't 
very  well  known. 

For  those  who  don't 
serve  on  Senate  themselves, 
and  don't  know  someone 
who  does,  what  the  student 
government  actually  is  can 
be  perplexing. 

Junior  Caroline  Gross 
explains  that  she  knows 
"absolutely  nothing  about 
Student  Senate.  Though  I 
assume  that  it  exists..." 

Gross,  who  transferred 
from  Springfield  Technical 
Community  College  and  at- 
tended Northeastern  Univer- 
sity continued:  "Awareness, 
unless  it's  around  election 
time,  doesn't  seem  to  be  re- 
ally huge.  You  don't  really 
see  a  lot  of  it." 

Far  from  a  new  issue, 
lack  of  exposure  has  plagued 


Why  should  you  care  about  student  senate? 


Student  Senate  Chambere 


IVhal  /i  litis  random  room 
in  the  Campus  Center? 
What  happens  here?  And 
why  should  I  care? 
Image:  Alexandra  Carter 

WNEC's  Student  Senate  for 
over  forty  years. 

An  article  in  the  West- 
erner, from  March  20,  1968, 
stated  "Student  Government 
has  long  remained  behind 
the  scenes,  getting  little  rec- 
ognition for  its  tremendous 
efforts  toward  guarding  the 
well-being  of  the  student 
body." 


Student  government 
was  created  in  1968  out  of 
a  need  for  student's  to  have 
a  voice  in  decision-making 
and  control  of  where  at  least 
some  of  their  money  was 
being  spent. 

The  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  Club  Catalog 
of  2009-20 1 0  describes  Stu- 
dent Senate  as  the  "official 
liaison  between  the  Student 
Association  and  the  Col- 
lege," suggesting  policy  and 
"foster[ing]  cooperative  and 
joint  decision  making." 

Like  our  own  govern- 
ment. Student  Senate  has 
both  executive  and  legis- 
lative branches.  With  the 
executive  branch  made  up 
of  an  elected  president  and 
vice-president,  and  their 
appointees:  a  treasurer  to 
oversee  budgets  and  a  sec- 
retary to  take  minutes  and 
organize  information. 

The  legislative  branch 
is  comprised  of  two  elected 


student  representatives  from 
each  class,  along  with  simi- 
larly elected  representatives 
from  the  schools  of  Arts  & 
Science,  Business,  and  En- 
gineering and  separate  rep- 
resentatives for  resident  and 
commuter  students. 

Members  of  Senate's 
five  subcommittees  (Legis- 
lative, Finance,  Grievance, 
Publicity  and  Campus  Ac- 
tivities Board)  are  pulled 
from  the  legislative  branch, 
which  "helps  respond[ing] 
to  student  concerns  as 
quickly  and  efficiently  as 
possible." 

Where  Senate's  power 
really  lies  is  In  the  con- 
trol of  funding.  How  each 
student's  nearly  $500  in 
activities  fees  are  spent  is 
reliant  largely  upon  the  de- 
cisions made  by  Senate, 
which  is  given  a  budget  of 
nearly  $700,000  each  year. 
When  the  National  Society 
of  Black  Engineers  wanted 


$700  to  go  to  a  conference  in 
Rochester,  New  York,  Stu- 
dent Senate  had  to  approve 
the  money.  The  Westerner 
gets  it's  nearly  $50,000  in 
funding  from  them  as  well. 

As  simply  put  by  Presi- 
dent Samantha  Bashaw: 
"Student  Senate  is  an  orga- 
nization that  funds  the  [oth- 
er] clubs  and  organizations 
on  campus." 

For  those  who  still 
think  Student  Senate  has 
little  impact,  remember. 
Campus  Activities  Board 
[CA]  is  part  of  Senate.  And 
Midnight  Madness  is  a  Sen- 
ate-run function.  And  if  it 
wasn't  for  legislation  pro- 
posed by  the  beleaguered 
1968  Student  Senate  which 
abolished  the  WNEC  dress 
code,  we  might  still  be 
wearing  jackets  and  ties  in 
the  cafeteria. 


A  note  from  Health  Services 


By  Sarah  Carbone 

School  has  started, 
stress  is  apparent,  and  sick- 
ness is  everywhere.  You 
need  a  prescription  filled, 
more  birth  control,  or  an 
annual  exam.  Where  do 
you  go?:  Health  Services 
at  Western  New  England 
College.  Health  Services  of- 
fers many  procedures  and 
services  from  filling  pre- 
scriptions to  blood  work, 
fi-om  allergy  shots  to  small 
surgical  procedures,  includ- 
ing sutures  and  even  sports 
physicals.  Health  Services 
provides  assistance  to  any 


student  who  is  registered  for 
classes,  for  both  commuters 
and  students  who  live  on 
campus,  as  well  as  service 
for  faculty  and  staff. 

In  the  past,  health  ser- 
vices has  only  been  available 
during  the  week  for  students 
and  faculty.  On  September 
6''''  Health  Services  put  a 
nurse  practitioner  on  call  to 
extend  their  availability  on 
the  weekends  from  8:30AM 
until  4:00PM.  However, 
please  keep  in  mind  that  if 
there  is  a  situation  to  be  ad- 
dressed that  can  wait  until 
Monday  morning,  please  do 


A  big  concern  among 
students  who  visit  health 
services  is  confidentiality. 
Health  services  will  never 
disclose  information  to  a 
family  member,  friend,  or 
other  college  personnel  who 
calls  looking  to  gain  in- 
formation about  a  student. 
The  only  way  that  anyone 
other  than  the  medical  staff 
personnel  can  receive  any 
information  is  if  you  give 
them  permission  to  do  so. 

Let's  get  real...  the 
health  issues  that  come  up 


in  college  may  not  be  the 
same  health  issues  that  your 
old  pediatrician  is  going  to 
address.  Health  Services  is 
there  to  address  any  health 
related  needs  that  the  stu- 
dents of  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  have.  They 
offer  free  STD  testing,  con- 
doms and  other  forms  of 
birth  control,  annua!  exams 
for  women,  and  general 
knowledge  when  it  comes 
to  sexual  health.  Coming  up 
on  Thursday,  October  1 5  in 
the  Alumni  Healthful  Liv- 
ing Center,  there  will  be  a 
free  confidential  rapid  HIV 
testing  clinic;  no  appoint- 


ment is  necessary  to  attend 
this  event. 

Maintaining  good 
health,  whether  it  is  physi- 
cal, emotional,  social,  sex- 
ual, spiritual,  or  nutritional 
is  important  in  every  col- 
lege student's  experiences. 
Lauren  Dansereau,  MS  RN 
ARP  and  health  educator 
of  Health  Services,  will  be 
working  with  The  West- 
erner in  upcoming  issues 
to  address  come  of  these 
concerns  and  educate  the 
students  of  Western  New 
England  College  on  current 
health  topics. 


By  Alexandra  Carter 

Halloween  is  coming  to 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege! The  Traditions  Com- 
mittee of  the  Campus  Ac- 
tivities Board  is  excited  to 
bring  you  Freak  Week,  a  fun 
week  filled  with  terrifying 
events,  sweet  giveaways, 
and  awesome  prizes. 

The  countdown  to  Hal- 
loween begins  on  Sunday, 
October  25*.  Students  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  sign 
up  for  a  trip  to  Nightmare 
in  New  England,  a  terrify- 
ing Halloween-based  theme 
park.  This  year,  the  park  was 


Freak  week  creeps  up  on  WNEC 


selected  as  one  of  America's 
Best  Haunts.  The  unique 
stations  include  "Buried 
Alive,"  "Raven's  Claw 
Cemetery,"  and  "House  of 
Eternal  Darkness."  Prepare 
to  be  scared! 

The  week  continues  on 
Monday  when  the  Campus 
Center  hosts  the  Psychic 
Fair.  The  fair  will  run  from 
12-2  P.M.  and  will  include 
stations  with  tarot  cards, 
palm  readers,,  and  make- 
your-own  wax  hands.  Free 
popcorn  and  cotton  candy 
will  be  provided  to  all  who 
attend. 


On  Tuesday  night. 
Freak  Week  moves  to  Sleith 
100,  where  the  popular  hor- 
ror film,  "The  Orphan",  will 
be  playing  at  8  P.M. 

On  Wednesday,  the  Tra- 
ditions crew  will  be  bringing 
a  new  tradition  to  Western 
New  England  College.  From 
8  A.M.- 11  RM.,  WNEC  stu- 
dents will  be  competing  in  a 
campus  wide  zombie  game. 
Participants  will  be  divided 
into  two  groups:  zombies 
and  humans.  Players  will 
tag  and  "kill"  their  oppo- 
nents throughout  the  day. 
When  a  player  is  tagged,  he 


or  she  will  give  his  sticker 
to  the  slayer.  At  the  end 
of  the  night,  prizes  will  be 
awarded  to  both  the  zombie 
and  the  human  with  the  most 
kills.  Each  winner  will  re- 
ceive zombie  video  games, 
books,  and  movies. 

The  week  wraps  up  on 
Saturday,  October  31",  Hal- 
loween itself.  To  celebrate 
the  spooky  holiday,  CAB 
Traditions  has  organized 
a  Murder  Mystery  Din- 
ner The  dinner  will  feature 
hired  actors  and  actresses 
and  an  involving  storyline. 
Will  you  be  able  to  solve  the 


murder  that  your  predeces- 
sors have  not?  The  dinner 
begins  at  6:30  P.M.  in  Riv- 
ers and  is  counted  as  a  meal 
exchange,  so  students  who 
are  on  a  meal  plan  will  not 
have  to  pay  for  admittance. 

Sign-ups  for  the  trip 
to  Nightmare  in  New  Eng- 
land, the  campus  wide  zom- 
bie game,  and  the  murder 
mystery  dinner  will  be  held 
Wednesday,  October  7* 
through  Wednesday,  Octo- 
ber 28"'  in  the  Campus  Cen- 
ter. Freak  Week  is  sure  to 
be  spooky  and  fun,  so  get 
ready  to  get  your  freak  on! 


ENTERTAmMENT 
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By  Hannah  Berling 

On  the  night  of  Octo- 
ber 3''  a  packed  group  of 
students,  family,  and  alumni 
came  together  in  the  AHLC 
ready  for  a  laugh.  What  fol- 
lowed was  much  more  than 
just  one  chuckle.  The  im- 
provisational  comedy  show 
featuring  Greg  Proops  and 
Chip  Esten  was  a  night  of 
laughing  so  hard  it  was  im- 
possible to  stop  the  tears 
from  streaming  down  your 
face.  Using  audience  mem- 
bers to  play  popular  improv 
games  such  as,  "questions," 
"moving  bodies,"  "freeze," 
and  "sound  effects,"  Proops 
and  Esten  didn't  let  a  mo- 
ment go  by  without  a  joke. 

The  highlights  of  the 
night  came  during  the  games 
"sentences"  and  "story." 
"Sentences"  used  prewritten 
sentences  written  by  mem- 
bers of  the  audience  to  en- 
hance the  scene  being  acted 
out  on  stage,  in  this  case  a 
mock  soap  opera  that  took 
place  at  McDonald's.  This 
game  may  have  produced 
the  largest  uproar  of  laugh- 
ter from  the  audience  due  to 
the  manner  in  which  some 
of  the  randomly  selected 
sentences  came  into  play  in 
the  scene;  if  you  were  there 
you  know  what  I  am  refer- 
ring to.   In  "story"  Proops 


Improv  stars  as  a  highlight  of  homecoming 


Image:  Hannah  Berling 

and  Esten  invited  WNEC's 
own  Improv  on  the  Rocks 
to  come  on  stage  and  build 
a  story  entitled,  by  audience 
suggestion,  "The  Happy 
Little  Leprechaun,"  witfi 
one  person  starting  and  the 
next  person  picking  it  up  on 
the  fly.  The  troupe  showed 
how  proficient  they  are  at 
improv  by  holding  their 
own  next  to  the  two  im- 


prove legends  before  them. 
Improv  on  the  Rocks  was 
also  lucky  enough  to  have  a 
special  class  after  the  show 
in  which  they  learned  tips  of 
the  trade  ttom  the  pros. 

During  the  class, 
Esten  shared  his  insight  into 
the  art  of  song  improv,  a 
skill  which  he  said  he  first 
learned  from  the  legendary 


Kathy  Griffin.  In  this  les- 
son Proops  and  Esten  had  an 
amusing  tip  for  the  WNEC 
team;  "If  you  run  out  of 
something,  dance."  When 
asked  about  their  former 
Who's  Line  Is  It  Anyway? 
Colleagues,  both  agreed  that 
they  learned  the  most  from 
Ryan  Stiles,  noting  how  he 
has  a  "warm  character"  that 
always  sets  the  scene  and 


uses  simplicity  to  be  funny. 
Overall,  two  concepts  stuck 
out  in  this  crash  course  of 
improv.  Proops  and  Es- 
ten pointed  out  that  you 
should  "never  be  nervous," 
and  don't  think  "be  funny," 
think  "have  ftin."  As  Esten 
pointed  out,  a  lot  of  nights 
they  are,  "laughing  just  as 
hard  as  anybody  in  the  audi- 
ence". 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


Sam  Adams  Octoberfest 


By  Canio  Carlucci  and  Adie  Giguere 

The  Beer  Pros 


Note:  All  students  imbibing 
ulcohol  mu.st  be  of  age.  Please  drink 
responsibly  and  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidelines  and  rules  regarding  alcohol 
possession,  use,  and  procurement. 


By  Adie  Giguere 


Considering  we 
have  reached  the  heart 
of  the  month  of  October 
as  well  as  the  week  of 
peak  foliage,  we  have 
decided  to  review  none 
other  than  Samuel  Ad- 
ams Octoberfest  for  this 
issue.  Unlike  the  awfiil 
Ale  reviewed  last  week, 
Octoberfest  first  fills 
your  mouth  with  a  beau- 
tiful burst  of  malt  flavor 
followed  by  a  slightly 
tart  aftertaste.  In  fact, 
we  think  it  is  even  safe 
to  say  that  Octoberfest 
is  even  boosting  our 
creative  and  intellectual 
juices.  The  one  downfall 
to  Octoberfest  is  the  fact 
that  it  is  a  little  "light" 
tasting,  and  not  quite 


as  fiill  bodied  as  we 
would  like  a  fall  beer  to 
be.  However,  this  is  not 
necessarily  a  bad  thing 
because  if  you  have  the 
spare  change,  October- 
test  would  make  an  ex- 
cellent "party  beer."  No 
matter  how  many  you 
drink,  they  will  not  fill 
you  up.  Nonetheless,  we 
will  gladly  celebrate  the 
arrival  of  autumn  and 
Halloween  drinking  this 
beer,  and  strongly  rec- 
ommend you  do  so  as 
well;  if  we  could  make 
it  Novemberfest  and 
Decemberfest  as  well, 
we  would.  We  give  Oc- 
toberfest a  4  out  of  "5 
beers. 


Turning  our  focus  from  water  to  air,  here  are  five 
simple  ways  you  can  minimize  air  pollution  on  campus  to- 
day: 

! .  Walk,  bike,  or  scooter  to  class  rather  than  driving 
your  car  around  campus.  It's  hard  to  find  a  parking  space 
anyway! 

2.  If  you're  a  commuter,  consider  carpooling  to  cam- 
pus when  convenient. 

3.  Travel  with  friends  In  as  few  cars  as  possible  when 
going  off-campus,  and  plan  so  that  you  can  combine  as 
many  errands  into  one  trip  as  possible. 

4.  Avoid  idling  in  long  drive-thru  lines  at  Dunkin  or 
McDonald's  by  parking  and  going  in  to  order. 

5.  Stop  smoking! 

Attention  Commuter  Students:  If  you're  interested  in 
improving  air  quality  and  could  do  without  the  annoying 
search  for  parking,  pay  attention  to  your  WNEC  e-mail 
next  month  for  a  Commuter  Survey  concerning  carpooling 
and  other  transportation  options  that  could  be  made  avail- 
able for  traveling  to  and  from  campus. 


4/5  Beers 
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ERITERTAmMEMT 


Upcoming  Campus  Events 


Friday  10/16 

4:00-8:00  PM 


9:00- 12:00  AM 


11:00  PM 

Saturday  10/17 

8:00-11:00  AM 
Registration 


12:00  PM 


12:00-4:00  PM 


7:00  PM 


Sunday  10/18 

3:00  PM 


Family  &  Friends 
Weekend  Registration 
Campus  Center  Mall  Area 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

Fabulous  Feud  &  Giant  Games 
Rivers  Arena 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

Late  Night  @  The  Rock 


Family  and  Friends  Weekend 

Campus  Center  Mall  Area 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

Skeet  Shooting  Trip 

Ludlow,  MA 

(hosted  by  Outing  Club) 

Medieval  Madness 
Campus  Center  Mall  Area 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

Alex  the  Jester  Variety  Show 

Rivers  Arena 
(hosted  by  CAB) 


"A  Knight's  Tale" 
Rock  Cafe 
(hosted  by  CAB) 


Alcohol  Awareness  Week 
Monday  10/19 

7:00  PM 


Tuesday  10/20 
12:25  PM 

Room 
6:00  PM 


Freshman  Focus  Program: 
Last  Call 
Rivers  Arena 


Improv  Show 

D'Amour  Library-Clark  Reading 

(hosted  by  Improv  Troupe) 

Senior  Series: 
Wine  Tasting  101 
Campus  Center-Bears  Den 


Wednesday  10/21 

8:00AM-4:00  PM 


Thursday  10/22 

8:00AM-4:00  PM 


Friday  10/23 

3:30  PM 


9:00  PM 
Performance 


11:00  PM 


Book  Fair 

Campus  Center  Mall  Area 
(sponsored  by  Student  Senate) 


Book  Fair 

Campus  Center  Mall  Area 
(sponsored  by  Student  Senate) 

Senior  Series: 
Interview  Skill  &  Tips 
Campus  Center 

FRIDAYS: 

Improv  on  the  Rocks 

Rock  Cafe 

(hosted  by  Improv  Troupe) 

Late  Night  at  the  Rock 
Rock  Cafe 


Make  a  Difference  Weekend 
Saturday  10/24 

9:00AM-4:00PM 


12:00  PM 


8:00  PM 


Sunday  10/25 

10:30  AM 


Make  a  Difference  Weekend 
Various  locations 
throughout  Springfield 
(coordinated  by  Volunteer 
Connections  Center) 

Six  Flags  Trip 

Six  Flags  New  England 

(hosted  by  Junior  Council) 

Haunted  Hayride  Trip 
McCray's  Farm,  S.  Hadley, 
MA 

(hosted  by  Outing  Club) 


Open  House 

Starts  in  Campus  Center 


1 1 :00  AM-2:00PM  Ray  of  Hope  Walk  for  Cancer 
Forest  Park 

(coordinated  by  Volunteer 
Connections  Center) 


QUESTION 


OF  THE  ISSUE 

The  Question  of  the  Issue 
is  asked  to  students  around 
campus  at  random.  Here 
is  what  WNEC  has  to  say. 

Question:  What  do  you 
like  or  dislike  most  about 
WNEC  at  the  moment? 

Likes... 

-  Small  classes 

-  Beautiful  campus 

-  Living  in  Gateway 

-A  lot  of  academic  support 
outside  the  classroom 

Dislikes... 

-  New  England  weather 

-  Gigantic  speed  bumps 
every  10  feet  ruining  my 
car 

-  Cafeteria  food 

-  Public  Safety  tends  to  be 
way  too  tough  on  students 

-  No  diversity 

(Identities  of  those  polled 
remain  anonymous.) 


^    iTunes  Top  Fives  ^ 


Compiled  By:  Adie  Giguere 


Top  5  Songs: 

1.3-  Britney  Spears 

2.  Party  In  the  U.S.A.  -  Miley  Cyrus 

3.  Fireflies-0wl  City 

4.  Whatcha  Say  -  Jason  DeRuio 

5.  Down  -  Jay  Sean  feat.  Lil  Wayne 

Writer 's  Song  Pick:  Doesn 't  Mean  Anything 
-  Alicia  Keys 


Top  5  Albums: 


[Tunes  #1  Album: 
Crazy  Love-  Michael  Bublt 


1.  Crazy  Love  -  Michael  Buble 

2.  The  E.N.D.  -  Black  Eyed  Peas 
B.Ocean  Eyes  -  Owl  City 

4.  Embryonic  -  The  Flaming  Lips 

5.  The  Blueprint  3  -  Jay-Z 

Writer 's  Album  Pick:  Parachutes  -  Coldplay 


PLZZLES 
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King  Crossword 


ACROSS 

1  Spigot 

4  Boxer's  foot 

7  ...  and  what  it 
may  leave 

12  Lemieux 
milieu 

13  Acapuico 
gold 

14  Heart  line? 

15  Crib 

16  "All  the  Way" 
lyricist 

18  Traveler's 
stopover 

1 9  Kilmer  classic 

20  Stats  in  a  big 
family 

22  Pismire 

23  Movie 
27  Suitable 
29  Educational 

institution 
31  Fry  lightly 

34  Useful 

35  Poor  sutstitute 

37  That  guy 

38  Prayer  ending 

39  Altar 
affirmative 

41  Multicolored 
45  "West  Side 


17 


Story"  role 

47  Churchill's 
gesture 

48  "Las  Vegas" 
actor 

52  Source  of 
valuable  matter 

53  Flooded 

54  Little  louse 

55  Free  (of) 

56  Ross  or  Palmer  30 

57  Exist 

58  "Of  course" 


DOWN 


1  Leg  bone 

2  Scoring  100 
on 

3  Tubular  pasta 

4  D.C. 
newspaper 

5  Ark's  landing 
site 

6  Misogynist's 
bane 

7  Picks  up  the 
check 

8  Sinbad's  bird 

9  Playwright 
Levin 

10  Ultimate 

11  Hosiery 
shade 


Flushing 
team 

Mephistopheles 
Winner 
Charged  bit 
Affirmative 
action? 
Nevada 
county  seat 
Favorite 
Greek  X 
Body  of 
water ... 
...  and  an 
inlet  thereof 
Work  with 
Galvanizing 
material 
Empty  talk 
Singer  Ross 
Ebony 

counterpart? 
More  than 
coincidental 
Actions 
Wan 

Initial  chip 
Poke 

Shock  and  - 

Welcome 

sight? 

Curvy 

character 


1 

2 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 

1 

15 

17 

18 

20 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

■ 
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35 

36 

38 

39 

40 
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43 

44 
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46 
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49 

50 

51 

1 

■l 

53 

- 

1 

55 

56 

58 
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Sudoku  1 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Piaca  a  number  in  the  empty  boxes  In  a 
thai  each  row  across,  each  column  tkiwr 
small  d-Mx  square  contains  all  oi 
numbers  from  one  lo  nine 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


*  Mcxlerate  **  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOY! 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  number  in  mo  empty  boxes  In  suOy  a  way 
that  oow  row  across,  eacfi  cdufnn  down  and  each 
small  9-bOK  square  coniairts  aJi  ol  ir» 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK- 


*  Moderate  *  *  Challenging 
***  HOO  BOY! 


GO  FIGURE!  "y' 


The  idea  ot  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  Ihe  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  ot  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is.  from  left  to  right 
and  top  lo  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


r  Moderate  *  *  Difficult 
***G0  FIGURE! 
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GO  FIGURE!  "^vi 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  ot  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  (he 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


*  IVtoderate  **  Difficult 
***GO  FIGUREI 
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Crossword  solution  on  page  9 

f         (jo  Fiftiin:  I  Solulinn 


Co  Figure  2  SoluUon 
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OPINION 


Slow  down  on  campus! 


Slow  down  on  campus! 


Image:  Ride  Lust 


By  Emily  Andre 


There  have  been  few 
occasions  that  I've  made 
it  through  any  one  of  the 
WNEC  parking  lots  without 
having  to  jump  bacl<  to  die 
curb  or  dive  onto  the  hood 


of  a  parlted  car  -  ail  to  avoid 
the  sad  fate  of  becoming  road 
kill.  30  miles  per  hour,  40. . . 
maybe  50..  .these  are  speeds 
that  are  more  than  welcome 
on  most  roads.  However,  in 
a  campus  parking  lot  with 
students,  faculty,  and  the  oc- 


casional pet  milling  about, 
this  is  much  too  fast!  It's 
understandable  that  college 
students  have  demanding 
schedules,  and  we  all  know 
what  it's  like  ,to  be  running 
late. ..but  I  can  assure  you 
that  driving  like  an  escaped 


criminal  through  a  parking- 
lot  obstacle  course  will  not 
put  you  back  on  schedule.  I 
can  also  assure  you  that  be- 
ing a  couple  of  minutes  late 
to  whatever  ftjnction  you 
are  racing  to  would  be  pref- 
erable than  having  to  peel  a 


pedestrian  off  of  your  bum- 
per. So,  to  all  of  you  wan- 
nabe Jeff  Gordons  out  there, 
please,  save  the  sick  driving 
maneuvers  for  the  profes- 
sionals, and  keep  an  eye  on 
your  speedometers. 


  Freshman  adjustment  at  WNEC 

By  Josh  Zaino 


It  is  truly  a  marvel- 
ous time  for  the  American 
educational  system.  The 
number  of  students  enroll- 
ing in  college  as  freshmen 
this  year  alone  is  more  than 
double  that  of  what  it  was 
in  1979,  with  no  signs  of 
decreasing  in  the  near  fii- 
ture.  If  you  are  reading  this 
article,  it's  safe  to  assume 
that  you  are  attending  col- 
lege, or  are  around  someone 
who  does  in  the  year  2009. 
Sadly,  with  all  the  progress 
that  the  college  institution 
has  made,  a  gigantic  prob- 
lem has  arisen  in  dropout 
rates,  especially  among  col- 
lege freshmen.  According  to 
nationwide  statistics  nearly 
one  in  four  college  fresh- 
men will  drop  out  before 
their  sophomore  year.  This 
is  an  alarming  fact  to  me,  an 
incoming  freshman,  looking 
down  the  halls  and  in  my 
classrooms,  thinking  that  a 
quarter  of  these  people  will 
not  be  here  next  year.  What 


if  one  of  them  is  me? 

In  2009,  the  aver- 
age cost  of  college  for  pri- 
vate institutions  is  at  its 
highest  point  ever:  $25,143 
(up  5.9%  from  2008,  with 
an  increase  in  sight  for  the 
year  2010).  That  is  not  just 
pocket  change,  to  be  wasted 
on  an  entire  year's  worth  of 
education  only  to  drop  out. 
With  these  alarming  statis- 
tics in  my  head,  I  decided 
to  do  some  investigating,  on 
a  less  grand  scale,  to  see  if 
these  "facts"  match  up  here 
at  Western  New  England 
College. 

I  was  allotted  a  por- 
tion of  class  time  by  my 
professor  (Thank  you  Pro- 
fessor Laughlin)  to  inter- 
view a  class  of  fellow  fresh- 
men on  the  matter.  When  i 
came  into  class  that  Friday 
morning,  the  answer  to  my 
attendance  question  becamp 
a  bit  clearer:  1 5  of  the  22  en- 
rolled members  of  the  class 


were  present  that  day. 

I  asked  what  the 
hardest  adjustment  academ- 
ically was  here  at  WNEC 
compared  to  high  school. 
Among  the  answers  I  re- 
ceived were,  "workload," 
implying  that  there  is  more 
work  in  college  than  in  high 
school,  and  also  "balanc- 
ing freedoms  and  different 
responsibilities."  Different 
responsibilities  can  be  inter- 
preted in  many  ways,  such 
as  the  responsibilities  of  do- 
ing well  in  classes,  and  bal- 
ancing social  life  with  aca- 
demic life. 

The  next  question 
that  I  asked  the  students 
in  the  classroom  was  why 
they  feel  that  the  dropout 
rates  are  so  high.  The  first 
response  was  "workload," 
which  I  found  interesting 
that  it  came  up  again.  Other 
responses  included  "drink- 
ing and  partying"  and  "time 
management,"    two  very 


common  factors  in  dropout 
rates  across  the  board  na- 
tionwide. The  last  answer 
that  I  received  caught  my 
attention:  "Too  many  peo- 
ple are  going  off  to  college 
because  it  is  frowned  upon 
to  not."  Is  it  because  too 
many  Americans  are  go- 
ing to  college  now  that  the 
dropout  rates  are  as  high  as 
they  are?  Is  it  that  students 
aren't  adequately  prepared 
for  the  shift  of  college  life 
from  high  school  life? 

I  feel  that  here  at 
WNEC  we  are  provided  the 
necessary  tools  as  freshmen 
to  succeed.  We  are  set  up 
with  a  Peer  Advisor  (P.A.) 
as  soon  as  we  get  here,  to 
help  us  with  anything  that 
we  may  need.  P.A.'s  assist 
freshmen  in  setting  goals 
and  provide  the  knowledge 
of  someone  who  has  been  in 
our  shoes  before.  If  there  is 
a  question  they  can't  answer, 
they  will  know  who  or  where 
you  can  go  to  for  assistance. 


Secondly,  here  at  WNEC 
we  have  a  very  engaged 
professor/student  learning 
environment.  Many  pro- 
fessors have  an  attendance 
policy,  which  often  encour- 
ages students  to  show  up  to 
class  more  and  pay  attention 
more  while  in  class.  Profes- 
sors also  have  office  hours 
in  which  they  are  available 
to  meet  with  you  to  discuss 
any  issues  you  may  have. 
Another  adjustment  tool 
at  WNEC  is  the  Freshman 
Seminar  class,  required  of 
all  freshmen  to  take.  This 
class  prepares  you  for  what 
college  life  will  be  like  both 
academically  and  socially. 
The  availability  of  the  math 
and  writing  centers,  key  re- 
sources in  the  adjustment 
between  the  subjects  from 
high  school  to  college,  are 
also  advantageous  here.  All 
in  all,  there  are  a  wide  range 
of  helpfiil  tools  at  your  dis- 
posal at  WNEC,  especially 
as  a  freshman.  If  you  utilize 
them,  they  can  make  your 
transition  smooth. 
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OPINION 


Don't  FAIL  Haloween 


By  Adie  Giguere 

The  Halloween  pre- 
dicament boils  down  to 
one  question:  What's  more 
important,  the  candy  or  the 
costume?  As  kids,  we  loved 
deciding  what  we  were  go- 
ing to  dress  up  as,  but  when 
it  came  down  to  it,  Hallow- 
een was  really  about  how 
full  your  candy  bag  was  at 
the  end  of  trick-or-treating 
and  your  ratio  of  Reese's 
peanut  butter  cups  to  "fun 
size"  M&Ms  (which  would 
have  been  way  more  "fiin."  I 
always  thought,  if  they  came 
in  bigger  packets).  Both  the 
popularity  of  theme  nights 
in  college  and  the  multitude 
of  costume  parties  and  con- 
tests that  cluster  around  the 
last  week  of  October  flip 
the  balance  as  we  get  older. 
Halloween  for  us  is  all  about 
the  costume,  and  every  year 
there's  a  few  major  ones 
that  are  popular,  a  few  that 
are  hysterical,  and  a  few  that 
are  just  plain  frightening. 

A  college  student's 
temptation  to  procrastinate 
oflen  affects  school  work, 
but  should  absolutely  not 
affect  Halloween  planning. 
Costume  preparation  takes 
a  good  amount  of  time,  and 
often  an  amount  of  money 
we  do  not  have.  A  good  out- 
fit requires  thought  and  ded- 
ication. This  is  college:  No 
excuses,  play  like  a  cham- 


Do  NOT  be  this  guy! 

pion.  I'll  help  you  narrow 
down  your  options. 

First,  I  will  address 
the  costumes  that  will  al- 
ways work,  year  after  year. 
Just  remember  one  word: 
uniform.  Whether  you're  a 
cop,  a  nurse,  a  firefighter, 
a  referee,  or  a  construction 
worker,  the  uniformed  pro- 
fession never  fails.  If  you 
want  to  be  clever,  special- 
ize your  position;  a  crime 
scene  investigator  [CSI] 
rather  than  simply  a  cop,  for 
example.  If  you  can't  afford 
the  full  outfit,  get  a  badge 
or  the  specific  hat  required. 
Uniformed  sports  players 
also  work,  unless  you're  a 


image:  Costume  Shopper 


Yankee  fan.  If  you're  on  a 
limited  budget,  go  as  a  cat 
or  cowboy.  Those  always 
work,  too,  especially  if  you 
decide  to  go  to  a  Halloween 
party  at  the  last  minute. 

Then  there  are  the 
costumes  that  are  timely, 
which  relate  to  what's  pop- 
ular that  specific  year.  In 
2009,  we  are  facing  a  vam- 
pire and  zombie  phase.  Ap- 
proach with  caution,  seeing 
as  you  don't  want  people  to 
be  afraid  to  approach  you  at 
parties.  If  you  want  to  com- 
memorate Michael  Jack- 
son, don't  go  post-Thriller: 
think  Billie  Jean  or  Beat 
It.  There's  also  an  Obama 


mask  that  I  would  recom- 
mend to  anyone  and  every- 
one. None  of  these  scream- 
ing your  name?  Go  to  every 
costume  party  screaming 
"HAPPY  HALLOWEEN!" 
Billy  Mays-style.  It'll  be  a 
great  tribute,  and  after  this 
year,  it  won't  be  funny. 

Humor  can  also 
come  with  getting  your 
fi-iends  together  and  dress- 
ing in  a  group  costume. 
It's  easy  to  make  a  killer 
entrance  when  you're  the 
entire  group  of  Teenage 
Mutant  Ninja  Turtles  or 
the  Spice  Girls.  This  year  1 
would  recommend  super- 
heroes  like  Spiderman,  the 
Hulk,  and  Wolverine,  be- 
cause they  travel  in  teams 
and  never  go  out  of  style.  I 
would  also  love  to  see  three 
guys  show  up  somewhere  as 
the  Jo-Bros.  The  new  Star 
Trek  movie  was  pretty  big, 
so  maybe  a  group  costume 
from  that,  if  you're  into  that 
sort  of  thing.  A  less  dorky 
version  of  a  movie-group 
costume  would  be  the  guys 
from  the  Hangover,  or  even 
the  classic  characters  from 
Grease.  You  could  get  some 
killer  Transformers  cos- 
Wmes  with  your  fnends,  but 
be  careful  that  you  all  don't 
overheat  or  something. 

Couples  costumes 
are  also  popular,  but  try  to  be 


original.  We've  all  seen  the 
ketchup  and  mustard,  we've 
all  seen  the  plug  and  socket, 
and  we've  ail  seen  the  salt 
and  pepper  These  are  ex- 
pensive and  overdone  duos. 
My  favorite  couple  costume 
for  2009  is  the  Kanye  West 
and  Taylor  Swift,  where  the 
guy  interrupts  the  girl  all 
night,  especially  if  she's  in 
the  middle  of  saying  "trick 
or  treat."  Two  girls  could  be 
the  double  identity  of  Miley 
Cyrus  and  Hannah  Mon- 
tana. Two  guys  could  be 
Buzz  Lightyear  and  Woody, 
since  Toy  Story  just  came 
out  in  3D.  A  guy  and  a  girl 
could  pick  famous  celebrity 
couples,  like  Victoria  and 
David  Beckham  or  Brad  and 
Angelina.  Bring  a  slew  of 
dolls  and  younger  siblings 
to  turn  that  into  a  group  cos- 
tume. 

Finally,  there  are 
costume  no-no's.  Don't  be 
the  Scream  guy,  a  witch, 
or  a  skeleton:  too  cliche. 
Don't  be  a  clown,  because 
many  people  are  genuinely 
afraid  of  them.  If  you're 
going  scary-movie-villain, 
go  Mike  Myers  or  Jason, 
not  the  bunny  fi-om  Donnie 
Darko.  Pirates  are  old  news, 
and  Harry  Potter  characters 
will  get  you  made  fun  of 
Don't,  under  any  circum- 
stances, be  that  guy  dressed 
as  the  giant  baby. 


By  Jefferey  Picard 

Whenever  I  present 
my  views  to  people  whom 
1  meet  I  am  often  accused 
of  close  mindedness  for  not 
accepting  people  who  are 
different  fi-om  me.  However 
more  and  more  increasingly 
it  seems  to  me  as  though  it 
is  in  fact  them  who  are  close 
minded. 

The  basis  for  which  I 
am  accused  of  close  mind- 
edness is  that  I  do  not  ac- 
cept everyone,  that  wish  to 
live,  work  and  one  day  raise 
a  family  in  a  society  with 
only  individuals  of  a  cer- 
tain race,  culture,  and  moral 
standard.  However  what 
people  whom  accuse  me  of 
this  do  not  realize  is  that  1 
have  taken  into  account 
their  arguments,  I  know  and 


Close  minded  liberals 


understand  their  beliefs  and 
morals,  and  why  I  believe 
they  are  wrong.  I  am  in  fact 
very  open  minded  in  my 
drive  to  understand  people 
and  the  world  and  why  they 
do  what  they  do  and  believe 
what  they  do.  I  do  not  cen- 
sor the  information  I  allow 
myself  to  consider  for  aca- 
demic purposes. 

Now  these  people  who 
accuse  me  of  close  minded- 
ness, one  things  I've  seen 
they  all  have  in  common  is 
that  they  are  close  minded 
in  the  category  of  what 
they  understand.  All  they 
know  is  that  they  are  told 
these  things  are  right  and 
these  things  are  wrong  and 
that  they  must  follow  those 
principles.  They  never  un^ 
derstand  why  they  believe 


what  they  do  or  learn  about 
what  their  so  called  enemies 
really  believe.  They're  so 
brainwashed  by  our  society 
to  not  think  that  they  aren't 
able  to  consider  views  that 
were  once  natural  and  con- 
sidered truths. 

Ironically  however  our 
society  has  done  a  good  job 
of  brainwashing  these  peo- 
ple into  accepting  anyone  at 
all  -  without  understanding 
them  at  all  -  because  all  of 
these  people  have  found  me 
to  be  a  civil  and  ft-iendly  per- 
son and  had  nothing  against 
me  personally,  however  they 
never  actually  consider  my 
views  (not  for  a  lack  of  try- 
ing on  my  part).  This  is  one 
aspect  that  has  backfired  on 
those  who  are  bent  on  the 
destruction  of  our  culture 


and  society,  their  teachings 
which  are  meant  to  be  toler- 
ant for  all  except  the  intol- 
erant, when  applied  to  the 
masses  creates  in  the  good 
hearted,  but  simple  minded 
tolerance  for  all.  This  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous  in  it's 
social  implications,  but  an 
interesting  affect. 

For  society  to  have 
truly  open  minded  people 
it  needs  to  stress  self  better- 
ment and  quality,  rather  then 
equality.  It  needs  to  create  a 
strong  sense  of  community 
that  is  made  up  of  individu- 
als, that  are  each  unique, 
but  share  certain  common 
attributes  which  make  them 
compatible.  People  must 
be  taught  not  just  that  these 
things  are  wrong  and  those 
right,  but  taught  why  things 


are  wrong  and  right  and 
what  they  actually  do  to  so- 
ciety, what  they  have  done 
to  societies  and  what  they 
can  do.  People  need  to  find 
truth  for  themselves  with 
the  guidance  of  those  who 
truly  have  their  best  inter- 
ests in  mind  and  not  some 
government  mandated  cur- 
riculum or  sense  of  political 
correcmess. 
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Obstacles  stack  up  against  Golden  Bear  Football 


The  2009  WNEC  Golden  Bears  Football  team. 
Image:  WNEC  Athletics 


By  Liz  Collins 


Western  New  England 
College  and  football  aren't 
exactly  synonymous.  The 
Golden  Bears  face  many 
obstacles,  both  on  and  off 
the  field,  that  prohibit  vic- 
tory. When  fans  watch  the 
games,  they  only  see  the 
struggles  on  the  field;  they 
don't  see  the  off-field  fac- 
tors. 

Head  Coach  Keith  Em- 
ery says  that  WNEC  does 
the  "best  we  can  with  what 
we've  got."  What  we've  got 
is  an  e.xtremely  competitive 
conference,  limited  fund- 
ing, and  other  uncontrolla- 
ble forces  that  don't  always 
work  in  the  Bears'  favor. 

The  New  England 
Football  Conference,  in 
which  WNEC  is  a  member, 
is  comprised  of  16  institu- 
tions in  the  New  England 
region.  These  institutions 
include  other  small  pri- 
vate schools,  such  as  Curry 
College,  Endicott  College 
and  Salve  Regina  Univer- 
sity; state  schools,  such  as 
Bridgewater  State  College 
and  Westfieid  State  College; 
and  military  schools  such 
as  the  United  States  Coast 
Guard  Academy  and  Maine 
Maritime  Academy.  WNEC 
faces  an  array  of  programs 
and  can't  really  be  com- 


pared to  any  of  these  insti- 
tutions. 

The  institutions  most 
similar  to  WNEC  are  Salve 
Regina  and  Endicott,  but 
even  then  the  comparison 
is  limited.  The  Bears'  pro- 
gram isn't  as  well  ftinded 
as  these  other  programs 
and  has  only  one  full  time 
coach.  Coach  Emery.  Both 
Salve  and  Endicott  have 
full  time  coaching  staffs 
which  create  better  situa- 


tions for  coaching  and  re- 
cruiting purposes.  Coach 
Emery  says  comparing 
WNEC  to  other  teams  in  the 
conference  is  like  compar- 
ing "apple  and  oranges."  It 
can't  be  done. 

The  recruitment  pro- 
cess is  a  "long,  arduous  and 
painfiil"  process,  accord- 
ing to  Coach  Emery.  The 
recruiting  calendar  is  15 
months,  starting  in  January/ 
February  of  the  preceding 
year.  There's  a  "small  niche 


of  kids  we  can  attract  to 
the  college,"  Coach  Emery 
says  but  "we  have  a  lot  go- 
ing for  us."  WNEC  is  able 
to  offer  strong  academics,  a 
beautifiil,  convenient  cam- 
pus, a  small  school  setting, 
comfortable  atmosphere, 
and  located  locally  enough 
so  that  family  and  friends 
from  home  can  get  to  the 
games  to  see  their  players 
on  the  field.  Since  Western 
New  England  Col  lege  is 
a  Division  III  school,  the 


selection  process  is  much 
different  than  that  of  a  Di- 
vision 1  school.  WNEC  isn't 
going  to  be  able  to  attract  or 
recruit  the  type  of  kids  that 
would  normally  play  at  a 
Dl  school.  WNEC  is  often 
outsized  but  Coach  Emery 
asserts  that  "our  guys  fight 
hard." 

Our  football  team 
is,  as  Coach  Emery  says, 
comprised  of  a  "group  of 
guys  who  feed  off  of  each 
other."  A  lot  of  time  Is  spent 
in  the  off-season  building 
camaraderie  so  that  when 
the  season  comes,  the  team 
is  a  "tight  knit  group"  who 
is  able  to  "influence  each 
other"  Coach  Emery  contin- 
ues. The  Golden  Bears  have 
a  good  quarterback,  a  senior 
offensive  line  and  a  solid 
line-backing  core.  Coach 
Emery  feels  that  "when 
we're  all  playing  together,  it 
goes  well." 

The  Bears  have  al- 
ready faced  the  three  tough- 
est teams  on  their  schedule 
and  are  looking  to  learn  and 
grow  as  a  team  in  the  future. 
For  now,  the  team  will  have 
to  work  together  to  improve 
and  use  the  cohesiveness  of 
the  team  to  its  advantage. 
And  to  those  who  criticize 
the  program,  Coach  Emery 
advises  that  they  "walk  a 
mile  in  my  moccasins." 


Downes  Hall  of  Fame  ceremony  2009 


By  Taryn  Sidney 

Laughter  and  celebra- 
tion filled  the  air  of  an  annu- 
al celebration  of  memories 
and  awards  Friday  October 
2"''.  Each  year  during  home- 
coming weekend,  multiple 
alumni  are  inducted  into  the 
Downes  Hall  of  Fame.  The 
ceremony  is  held  to  honor 
alumni  athletes  and  coaches 
that  have  contributed  to  the 
growth  of  the  athletic  de- 
partment here  at  Western 
New  England  College. 

Eleven  years  ago  the 
Hall  of  Fame  was  created  to 
honor  athletes  and  coaches 
that  during  their  time  at 
WNEC  were  extraordinary 
athletes  in  their  respective 
sports,  were  successful  aca- 
demically, and  had  great 


leadership  characteristics. 
Coaches  are  chosen  based 
upon  the  impact  they  made 
as  a  coach  and  what  they  did 
to  change  the  athletic  pro- 
gram. 

This  year  at  the  cer- 
emony three  alumni  athletes 
and  one  coach  were  chosen 
to  represent  this  year's  in- 
duction class.  Doug  Pear- 
son, former  basketball  coach 
was  chosen  for  improving 
the  men's  basketball  team 
making  it  one  of  the  most 
respected  and  successful  in 
the  area.  Erin  Marino,  class 
of  2001  was  chosen  for  her 
contributions  as  Capitan 
and  leader  on  the  women's 
basketball  team.  Eric  Stew- 
art, also  class  of  2001  was 
chosen  for  his  contributions 
to   the    men's  basketball 


team.  He  received  many  re- 
wards for  his  contribution 
to  the  sport  such  as  MVP 
in  2001.  Finally  Shannon 
Romach,  class  of  2004  was 
chosen  for  her  abilities  and 
contributions  to  the  wom- 
en's lacrosse  team.  She  is 
considered  among  the  top 
of  the  sports  greats  here  at 
WNEC. 

"It  was  meaning- 
ful to  hear  the  recollections 
from  inductees,"  said  ath- 
letic director  Mike  Theu- 
len.  "It  is  a  special  night  to 
honor  those  who  have  done 
so  much  for  our  college." 

Theulen  considers 
this  a  posifive  connection 
between  the  college  and  the 
alumni.  He  believes  that 
each  athlete  that  has  been 


A  small  peek  inside  the  Downes  Hall  of  Fame. 
Image:  Alexandra  Carter 


chosen  for  the  hall  of  fame 
has  had  a  great  impact  on 
the  development  of  the  ath- 
letic program.  This  event 
occurs  every  year  during 
homecoming  when  a  new 
induction  class  is  chosen  to 


represent  Western  New  Eng- 
land College.  If  you  would 
like  more  information  about 
the  Downes  hall  of  Fame, 
check  out  the  Western  New 
England  College  athletics 
website. 
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New  turf  for  golden  bear  stadium 


By  Anthony  Camardi 

Golden  Bear  Sta- 
dium is  home  to  the  Men's 
and  Women's  Lacrosse, 
Football,  and  Field  Hock- 
ey teams.  It  has  also  been 
around  for  quite  some  time 
and  according  to  Athletic 
Director,  Michael  Theulen. 
the  turf  within  the  stadium 
is  not  in  good  shape.  It  was 
installed  in  September  of 
2002  and  is  going  into  its 
eighth  year  of  use. 

"The  field  is  in  rug- 
ged condition  and  we  have 
had  to  do  minor  repairs  all 
over  the  field,"  said  Mr. 
Theulen.  "Our  primary 
concern  is  for  the  safety  of 
our  athletes  of  all  levels  of 
play  from  intercollegiate,  to 
intramural,  to  simple  recre- 
ation." 

The  life  of  an  aver- 
age turf  field  ranges  from 
8  to  10  years  and  the  lon- 
ger the  life  of  the  field,  the 
more  it  will  cost  for  main- 
tenance. What  goes  unrec- 
ognized by  most  passersby 
of  these  fields  are  the  mul- 
tiple aspects  of  work  that 
must  be  done  to  keep  them 
in  pristine  condition.  These 
turf  fields  require  additional 
infill,  irrigation,  chemical 
disinfectants  to  reduce  stat- 
ic cling  and  odors,  drainage 
repair,  erasing  and  repaint- 


The  Golden  Bear  Stadium  is  overdue  for  some  new  turf. 
Image:  Alexandra  Carter 


ing  of  temporary  lines,  and 
removal  of  organic  matter 
that  accumulates  over  the 
years  of  usage.  According 
to  a  project  done  by  Michi- 
gan State  University,  the  es- 
timated annual  cost  of  main- 
taining a  turf  field  ranges 
fi-om  thirteen  thousand  to 
forty  thousand  dollars.  On 
average  the  best  turf  fields 
are  sold  for  around  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Not 
only  is  the  installation  cost 
steep,  but  the  disposal  costs 
arejust  as  high,  if  not  higher. 
Disposal  costs  are  estimated 
to  be  around  one  hundred 


and  thirty  thousand  dollars 
in  removal  of  top  dressing 
and  landfill  charges. 

"The  entire  op- 
eration of  replace  our  field 
would  cost  us  between  five 
and  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars,"  Michael  Thuelen 
said.  "If  our  request  gets 
granted  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  the  process  of  re- 
placing the  field  turf  would 
begin  over  the  summer  of 
2010.  As  far  as  the  purchas- 
ing of  operation  would  go, 
we  would  see  if  we  could 
possibly  spread  the  fee  out 
for  some  period  of  time  in- 


stead of  paying  upfront  the 
large  amount  that  would  be 
presented  to  us." 

The  budgeting  pro- 
cess for  a  project  like  this  one 
would  need  to  go  through  a 
series  of  events.  First,  the 
Athletic  Director  needs  to 
make  a  request  to  the  Vice 
President  of  Student  Affairs, 
who  then  turns  it  over  to  the 
Budget  Advisory  Commit- 
tee (BAC).  The  BAC  takes 
in  requests  from  all  depart- 
ments in  the  school  and  ap- 
proves them  according  to 
who  needs  what  the  most. 
It  consists  of  all  the  compet- 


ing interests  in  the  school  as 
to  what  takes  place  next. 

If  the  request  made 
by  Mr  Thuelen  gets  put 
through,  the  next  step 
would  require  the  president 
to  bring  it  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  where  they  would 
either  accept  or  deny  it. 
The  final  decision  should 
be  made  and  relayed  to  the 
Athletic  Department  by  ei- 
ther February  or  March  of 
2010.  The  process  began 
early  this  semester  and  the 
request  was  submitted  last 
Friday,  October  2. 


Athlete  of  the  Issue:  Heather  Mortell 


By  Matt  Sirigu 


Heather  Mortell,  of 
Webster,  MA,  is  this  week's 
athlete  of  the  week.  She 
leads  the  Women's  Soccer 
team  in  goals  (4)  and  as- 
sists (2),  and  has  for  the  last 
three  years.  Starting  since 
her  fi-eshman  year,  Mortell 
leads  the  team  to  last  min- 
ute heroics  such  as  her  goal 
with  37  seconds  left  in  the 
mid  day  game  homecoming 
weekend. 


Salve  Regina  was 
favored  beforehand;  with 
a  better  conference  record 
and  the  conference's  leading 
scorer,  but  once  the  actual 

game  started,  all  was  level,    image:  WNEC  Athletics 
According  to  Mortell,  the 

first  half  was  played  pretty  20  minute  overtime  period 
evenly  and  both  teams  got  came  around  both  teams 
a  little  sloppy  in  the  sec-  were  playing  "frantic",  tired 
ond  half  By  the  time  the  soccer. 


forward  or  midfielder  split 
the  defenders  and  left  most 
in  awe  and  anticipation. 
Mortel  took  advantage  with 
quick  dribbling  and  an  open 
slot  that  made  way  for  the 
game-winning  goal. 

Heather  sees  this  as  a 
theme,  a  modest  star,  she 
feels  a  lot  of  her  success  can 
be  attributed  to  just  play- 
ing her  part  and  "being  in 
the  right  place  at  the  right 
time."  Of  course  we're  sure 
it  has  something  to  do  with 
her  years  of  dedication  and 
hard  work  as  well. 


"It  was  really  exciting, 
after  the  20  extra  minutes, 
it  just  came  down  to  who 
The  goal  came  after   wanted  it  more,  it  felt  so 
what  seemed  like  countless   rewarding  to  finally  score", 
crossbar  and  post  shots.  The   retells  Mortell  of  the  extra 
pass  from  an  unidentified  time. 


This  excitement  was 
missed  bymany  fans  though, 
as  many  left  at  the  half  due 
to  the  unrelenting  rain,  it 
was  their  loss  however,  for 
this  goal  may  very  well  turn 
out  to  be  the  pivotal  shift  in 
the  women's  season. 

Mortell  feels  good 
about  the  rest  of  the  season. 
The  team  got  off  to  a  weak- 
er start  than  hoped.  A  weak 
start  Mortell  attributes  to 
the  difficulty  of  their  out  of 
conference  schedule  giving 
the  girls  a  record  of  4-6  but 
with  a  more  level  playing 
field  the  rest  of  the  way,  she 
thinks  this  will  be  the  turn- 
ing point  they  needed. 
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SPORTS 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Gnmcs  in  Bold 


FOOTBALL 

I  on  7/2009  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 

10/24/2009  Endicott  College 

1 0/3 1  /2009  Salve  Regina  University 

11/7/2009  Nichols  College 


1:00  PM 
Noon 
Noon 
1:00  PM 


10/17/2009 
10/18/2009 
10/22/2009 
10/24/2009 
10/28/2009 


FIELD  HOCKEY 

Regis  College  10:00  AM 

Castleton  State  College  2:00  PM 

University  of  New  England  7:00  PM 

Babson  College  1:00  PM 

Elms  College  7:00  PM 


WOMEN'S  SOCCER 

10/17/2009  Roger  Williams  University  1:30  PM 

10/20/2009  Regis  College  3:00  PM 

10/22/2009  Western  Connecticut  State  U.  3:00  PM 

10/24/2009  Anna  Maria  College  Noon 

10/28/2009  University  of  New  England  6:30  PM 


MEN'S  SOCCER 

10/14/2009  Nichols  College  3:30  PM 

10/17/2009  Roger  Williams  University  n:OOAM 

1 0/ 1 8/2009  Keene  State  College  3 :00  PM 

10/21/2009  Regis  College  Springfield,  Mass.  3:00  PM 

10/24/2009  Anna  Maria  College  2:30  PM 

10/28/2009  University  of  New  England  4:00  PM 


MEN'S  CROSS  COUNTRY 


10/17/2009     WNEC  Invitational 

10/31/2009     The  Commonwealth  Coast  Conference 


11:15  AM 
1:00  PM 


17/2009 
10/31/2009 


WOMEN'S  CROSS  COUNTRY 


WNEC  Invitational 

The  Commonwealth  Coast  Conference 


11:15  AM 
1:00  PM 


VOLLEYBALL 

10/14/2009 

Cordon  College 

7:00  PM 

10/17/2009 

Salve  Regina  University 

1:00  PM 

10/17/2009 

University  of  New  England 

3:00  PM 

10/20/2009 

Colby-Sawyer  College 

7:00  PM 

10/28/2009 

Eastern  Nazarene  College 

7:00  PM 

10/31/2009 

Regis  College 

1 :00  PM 

10/31/2009 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology 

3:00  PM 

WOMEN'S  TENNIS 


Congratulations  to  the  Women's  Tennis  Team 
for  a  great  season!!! 


RECORDS 


Football: 

Wins:  2 
Losses:  4 
Ties: 0 


Men's  Soccer: 

Wins:  8 
Losses:  4 
Ties:  2 


Women's  Soccer: 


Wins:  6 
Losses:  7 
Ties:  0 


Field  Hockey: 

Wins:  3 
Losses:  II 
Ties:  0 


IVlen's  Cross 
Country: 

Pacings:  4/9.  24/37,  6/24, 
11/23 


Women's  Cross 
Country: 

Placings:  37/42,  22/26, 
22/25 


Women's  Tennis: 

Wins:  11 
Losses:  3 
Ties:  0 


Volleyball: 

Wins:  17 
Losses:  8 
Ties: 0 
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WNEC  hosts  Springfield's  "Safe  Neighborhood  Night  Rally" 


By  Kathryn  Guerra 

Springfield  is  in 
crisis.  Beyond  the  gates  of 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege lies  a  city  in  peril,  un- 
der siege  by  gangs,  drugs, 
and  rampant  violence.  At 
least  that  was  the  message 
during  the  Springfield  Po- 
lice Department's  "Safe 
Neighborhood  Night  Rally," 
held  October  20"'  at  Western 
New  England  College. 

Nearly  1,000  Spring- 
field residents  gathered  in 
Rivers  Memorial  Arena  to 
protest  the  violence  plagu- 
ing their  city,  and  to  mourn 
the  recent  death  of  eighteen 
year  old  Brittany  Perez, 
shot  over  a  television  set 
just  days  before. 

"You're  here  to- 
night because  you've  had 
enough,"  boomed  Police 
Commissioner  William 


Nearly  1.000  Springfield  residents  gathered  in  Rivers  on  Tuesday  October  20th. 


Fitchet  to  the  raucous  ap- 
plause of  the  audience. 
"You're  tired  of  the  violence 
in  your  city,"  he  continued. 


pausing  for  breath.  "And 
you  know  what?  We've  had 
enough,  too." 

At  this,  several  au- 


dience members  jumped 
up,  clapping  loudly.  "Fear 

Continued  on  page  3. 


Stereotypes  addressed  in  the  Athenaeum  Series 


By  Taiainy  Goulart 

On  Thursday,  Oc- 
tober 22"",  Jason  Seacat, 
Assistant  Professor  of  Psy- 
chology, presented  his  lec- 
ture entitled  "Social  Stigma, 
Stereotypes,  and  Health  Be- 
havior" as  part  of  the  Ath- 
enaeum Series  in  D'Amour 
Library.  This  lecture  sparked 
my  attention  to  our  college 
commtmity  involving  these 
topics. 

Stereotypes  are 
exaggerated  expectations 
about  a  person  based  upon 
some  aspect  of  their  iden- 
tity. For  example,  homo- 
sexual individuals  are  seen 
as  pedophiles,  and  obese 
individuals  are  seen  as  lazy. 
Although  not  ail  stereotypes 
are  negative,  they  still  carry 
a  strong  message. 

Stereotypes  lead  to 
social  stigma,  which  is  view- 
ing someone  as  being  tainted 
or  less  than  a  whole  person. 
For  example,  society  stereo- 
types an  obese  individual  as 
lacking  ambition,  lacking 
self  control,  and  even  as  dis- 
gusting, and  we  fail  to  see 
this  person  as  anything  else. 


Jason  Seacat 
Image:  WNEC.edu 

Stigma  and  stereotypes  per- 
taining to  weight  status  are 
powerflil  forces  that  impact 
obese  people  in  a  variety  of 
settings,  such  as  obtaining 
a  job,  obtaining  adequate 
medical  care,  and  obtaining 
health  insurance. 

Two  routes  have 
been  proposed  by  research- 
ers as  to  how  stereotypes 
and  stigma  impact  health: 
a  direct  route  and  indirect 
route.  Direct  describes  how 


stigma  and  negative  stereo- 
types can  lead  to  discrimina- 
tion. In  a  study  done  by  Sea- 
cat and  colleagues  in  2003 
and  2009,  it  was  found  that 
dentists  turn  away  patients 
with  HIV  or  don't  provide 
proper  oral  exams,  which  is 
illegal.  Pre-existing  health 
conditions  such  as  obesity 
and  HIV  may  result  in  de- 
nial of  health  insurance. 
Fear  of  discrimination  may 
lead  certain  people  to  avoid 
medical  tests.  For  example, 
lesbians  delay  getting  mam- 
mograms and  pap  smears, 
and  gay  men  delay  5-6  years 
before  getting  prostate  ex- 
ams. 

Seacat  and  Mick- 
elson  (2009)  also  explored 
the  indirect  route  of  influ- 
ence. They  found  that  stig- 
ma and  stereotypes  may 
impact  individuals'  health 
by  decreasing  their  sense  of 
ability  to  engage  in  healthy 
behavior.  Obese  people  at 
a  grocery  store  look  at  a 
magazine  with  airbrushed 
thin  people,  which  may  lead 
to  a  burden.  We  might  think 
that  these  reminders  should 
make  the  obese  person  ex- 


ercise more  diligently  or  eat 
healthier  food,  but  in  fact 
these  negative  messages  are 
so  numerous  and  powerfiil 
that  the  opposite  is  actu- 
ally true.  Referring  to  the 
theory  of  stereotype  threat, 
Steele  and  Aronson  (1995) 
claimed  that  these  negative 
stereotypes  add  a  signifi- 
cant burden  to  stereotyped 
individuals.  This  additional 
burden,  through  this  indirect 
affect,  makes  obese  people 
give  up. 

In  the  before  men- 
tioned study  done  by  Seacat 
and  Mickelson  (2009),  they 
had  two  groups  with  50 
women  in  each  that  report- 
ed similar  exercise  and  diet. 
For  the  control  group,  they 
gave  the  women  a  story  to 
read  that  had  nothing  to  do 
with  weight.  For  the  experi- 
mental group,  they  gave  the 
women  a  story  that  focused 
on  weight,  how  certain  peo- 
ple are  likely  to  fail,  and 
had  them  write  their  weight 
down.  The  results  found  that 
the  women  who  focused  on 
weight  lowered  their  future 

Continued  on  page  2. 
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Interested  in  Writing? 

The  Westerner  is  al- 
ways looking  for  writers, 
whether  you  are  an  ac- 
complished journalist  or 
just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  6:00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  in  Rivers  105, 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


Throwing  a  party?  Why  not  register  it? 


By  Sarah  Carbone 

Are  you  over  21? 
Are  you  planning  on  hold- 
ing a  social  event  or  party? 
Then  why  not  register  your 
event  with  Residence  Life 
and  Student  Activities? 
Maybe  you  have  been  to 
one  such  party  this  semester, 
hosted  one  yourself,  or  have 
no  clue  what  I  am  talking 
about.  There  is  a  lot  to  be 
gained  fi-om  going  through 
the  process  of  registering 
your  event. 

For  those  of  you 
who  have  never  registered  a 
party  or  are  having  thoughts 
of  doing  so,  the  first  stdp 
to  registering  your  event  is 
to  obtain  the  correct  paper 
work  fi-om  Residence  Life, 
Student  Activities  or  the  su- 
pervisor that  will  be  on  duty 
that  weekend.  After  you  fill 
out  the  initial  paperwork, 
the  host  must  then  comprise 
a  guest  list.  This  includes  up 
to  forty  people  that  will  be 
attending  the  event,  as  well 
as  their  birthdays.  By  reg- 
istering your  party  you  are 
allowed  to  provide  up  to  a 
pony  keg  of  beer,  which  is 
equivalent  to  seventy-five 
beers,  or  the  equivalent  in 
wine.  Please  note  that  all 
persons  attending  must  be 
21  years  of  age  due  to  the 


allowance  of  alcohol. 

Once  all  this  has 
been  completed,  the  paper 
work  needs  to  be  submit- 
ted back  to  the  office  from 
which  it  was  obtained  from 
or  to  the  supervisor  on  duty 
that  night  at  least  24  hours 
before  the  event.  It's  that 
easy! 

Once  you've  regis- 
tered, there  are  a  few  things 
to  keep  in  mind.  In  addition 
to  the  pony  keg  that  you  are 
allowed,  some  type  of  non- 
alcoholic beverage  must  be 
served  as  well  as  some  type 
of  food. . .  and  no,  just  chips 
is  not  acceptable!  Also, 
guests  will  not  be  allowed 
to  bring  their  own  drinks 
and  they  will  not  be  required 
to  pay  for  entrance  into  the 
party. 

You  may  be  asking 
yourself,  "Well,  why  should 
1  register  my  party  and  what 
do  1  benefit  from  it?"  By 
forwarding  the  guest  list  to 
public  safety,  this  allows  the 
host  of  the  party  to  call  on 
authority  figures  if  a  situa- 
tion should  arise. 

Alison  Castellano, 
the  area  coordinator  for 
non-traditional  housing  as 
well  as  Southwood  Hall, 
remarks,  "If  any  problems 
arise,  such  as  an  unwanted 


Kegs  ARE  allowed  at 
registered  parties, 
linage:  Sarah  Carbone 

visitor,  the  hosts  can  contact 
the  RA  on-duty,  the  super- 
visor on-duty,  and/or  Public 
Safety  to  help  them  without 
the  event  being  broken  up." 

Whenever  there  is  a 
party  on  Western  New  Eng- 
land College's  campus,  the 
hosts  are  always  liable  and 
held  responsible  for  what 
happens  in  their  apartment. 
This  is  something  that  a  lot 
of  students  don't  know,  or 
understand.  When  a  party 
is  registered,  steps  are  taken 
to  ensure  that  the  student  is 
aware  of  this.  When  a  stu- 
dent registers  their  event, 
they  will  have  a  conversa- 
tion with  either  their  area 
supervisor  or  Dean  Keizer, 


The  WNEC  Appeal 


By  Taryn  Sidney 

The  Washington  Post 
has  named  Western  New 
England  College  a  "Hidden 
Gem"  in  recent  years  for 
numerous  reasons.  While 
our  school  has  great  educa- 
tional programs  and  amaz- 
ing buildings  -  for  living 
and  for  school  work,  as  well 
as  many  other  remarkable 
qualifies  -  one  can't  help 
but  wonder  why  it  costs  so 
much  to  attend. 

Here  at  WNEC,  we 
are  provided  with  a  number 
of  resources  to  succeed  that 
most  other  schools  do  not 
have.  Here,  a  student  isn't 
a  number  in  a  crowd,  but 
rather  he  or  she  is  a  name  in 
the  classroom.  With  small 
class  sizes,  professors  have 
the  opportunity  to  work  one 
on  one  with  students  so  that 
they  may  have  the  experi- 
ence and  the  understanding 
of  any  number  of  subjects. 


Being  more  than  jitst  a 
number  in  a  classroom 
is  something  that  makes 
WNEC  stand  out. 

Another  strong  aspect 
that  attracts  students  to  go 
here  is  the  Career  Center's 
ability  to  work  with  students 
to  help  place  them  into  jobs 
before  or  as  they  graduate. 
The  Career  Center  is  a  help- 
ftil  tool  here  at  WNEC,  and 
it  attracts  many  students 
who  are  in  pursuit  of  their 


fiiture  careers. 

These  qualities  and 
many  others  that  the  school 
possesses  are  very  appeal- 
ing, and  although  most  stu- 
dents understand  that  WNEC 
is  a  private  institution,  they 
can't  help  but  wonder  why 
it  is  so  costly  to  attend.  For 
out  of  state  students,  it  costs 
around  $40,000  a  year,  plus 
or  minus  a  few  thousand 
depending  on  the  student's 
school  of  study. 

Often  times  there  is  a 
buzz  around  campus  of  stu- 
dents wondering  where  it  is 
that  their  money  goes,  and 
to  most,  why  certain  costs 
make  sense  and  others  don't. 
Through  various  interviews 
with  staff,  administrators, 
students,  and  possibly  par- 
ents, future  articles  will  un- 
cover the  answers  that  many 
students  have  without  over- 
stepping the  boundaries  of 
student  news. 


the  Assistant  Dean  of  Stu- 
dents/Leadership Develop- 
ment. This  is  to  discuss  the 
responsibility  and  liability 
they  are  taking  on  as  the 
hosts  of  the  event. 

"Also,  by  register- 
ing their  events,  students 
are  acfing  as  responsible 
adults  and  demonstrating 
appropriate  behavior,"  says 
Alison. 

As  always,  we  want 
everyone  to  remember  that 
the  purpose  of  having  a 
social  gathering  or  party  is 
to  get  people  together  for 
a  good  time!  This  includes 
being  safe,  monitoring  how 
much  alcohol  your  gusts 
are  consuming,  and  being 
smart!  This  is  an  opportu- 
nity for  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  students  to  be 
treated  as  adults,  show  that 
in  return  they  can  respect 
and  abide  by  the  rules,  and 
demonstrate  responsible  be- 
havior. 


Athenaeum 
Continued 

exercise  and  health  inten- 
tions. This  research  was 
the  first  to  demonstrate  the 
potential  effect  of  negative 
stereotypes  on  health. 

Questions  to  be  an- 
swered in  fiiture  research 
include  how  stereotypes  im- 
pact actual  health  behaviors, 
what  process  or  processes 
contribute  to  the  impact  of 
stereotype  on  health  behav- 
ior, and  how  might  negative 
stereotypes  impact  help- 
seeking  behavior  among 
the  mentally  ill.  Current 
research  is  being  done  be- 
tween Drs.  Sheri  Tershner  in 
the  psychology  department, 
Judy  Lezeaux  in  bio-medi- 
cal engineering,  and  WNEC 
students  conducting  a  novel 
assessment  of  psychophysi- 
ological responses  to  stereo- 
type threat.  Such  research 
should  make  us  attentive  to 
how  stereotypes  and  nega- 
tivity towards  groups  of 
people  affect  them,  if  not 
immediately,  then  in  the  fu- 
ture. Also,  remember  tliat 
even  if  you  are  not  partici- 
pating in  the  conversation 
and  only  listening,  you  are 
still  as  guilty  by  not  defend- 
ing your  peers. 
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Safe  Neighborhood 
Night  Rally 
Continued 


is  a  terrible  thing  to  carry 
around.  But  united,  we  can 
beat  every  tliug  out  tliere," 
continued  Fitchet. 

It  was  the  older  citi- 
zens of  Springfield  who 
were  most  numerous  in  at- 
tendance: silver-haired  old 
ladies,  sitting  together  in 
groups  of  five  or  more;  el- 
derly men  with  Red  Sox 
caps  pushed  back  on  their 
balding  heads,  canes  hang- 
ing lopsidedly  on  the  chairs 
in  front  of  them.  Bowing 
their  heads,  many  took  dili- 
gent notes  on  how  to  bur- 
glar proof  their  homes  and 
target-harden  their  persons, 
all  ways  to  make  themselves 
less  attractive  victims  for 
criminals. 

Kathleen  N.  Brown, 
the  Springfield  Community 
Police  Liaison,  organized  the 
event  to  help  bring  aware- 
ness to  the  issue  of  crime  in 
Springfield  and  what  can  be 
done  to  stop  it.  According 
to  Brown,  Springfield  is  a 
gateway  city. 

"People  come  fi-om 
all  over  to  pick  up  drugs 
here.  They  then  trade  them 
for  guns  in  the  border 
states,"  she  said. 

It  also  serves  as  the 
distribution  center  for  illicit 
narcotics  along  the  91  cor- 


ridor, due  to  its  easy  access 
to  New  York,  Hartford,  and 
Boston.  Contributing  to  the 
recent  spate  of  violence, 
the  city  is  currently  expe- 
riencing a  "narcotics  glut" 
with  drug  dealers  Irom  New 
York  and  Boston  converg- 
ing on  Springfield  to  sell 
their  wares  at  top-market 
bystanders.  Violence  is 
largely  drug  dealer  against 
drug  dealer,  or  drug  dis- 
tributing gang  against  drug 
distributing  gang.  An  esti- 
mated 1,100  residents  are 
involved  in  5  "hybrid  street 
gangs,"  yet  it  is  all  too  often 
innocent  bystanders  caught 
in  the  crossfire. 

Crime  rates  for 
Springfield  are  striking  - 
aggravated  assault  is  nearly 
three  times  the  national  av- 
erage, as  is  arson  and  car 
theft.  In  recent  years,  the 
"City  of  Firsts"  hasn't  been 
first  in  anything,  except  the 
state's  crime  rate,  beating 
out  bigger  and  more  popu- 
lous cities  like  Worcester 
and  even  Boston. 

According  to  Hamp- 
den County  District  Attor- 
ney William  Bennett,  nearly 
ninety  percent  of  those  con- 
victed will  reoffend.  Crimes 
are  increasingly  difficult  to 
prosecute  due  to  the  perva- 
sive attitude  that  crime  is 
"nobody's  business." 

"If  you  go  to  a  crime 
scene,"  said  Bennett,  "you 
can't  get  people  to  cooper- 
ate. If  you  can,  then  they  are 


afraid  of  retaliation." 

At  least  part  of  the 
"Safe  Neighborhood  Night 
Rally"  was  designed  to 
combat  Springfield's  "stop- 
snitching"  culture.  The  term 
"stop-snitching"  originated 
in  Boston  with  the  rapper 
Tangg  da  Juice,  but  entered 
the  national  lexicon  with  the 
direct-to-DVD  release  of 
"Stop  Snitching!"  featuring 
Denver  Nuggets  star  Car- 
melo  Anthony.  In  the  video, 
actors  dressed  as  drug  deal- 
ers threatening  to  hurt  fel- 
low criminals  who  might 
"snitch"  in  order  to  get  a 
reduced  sentence. 

"Stop-snitching"  has 
come  to  mean  more  than 
that;  the  absolute  silence 
of  witnesses  to  all  crime, 
no  matter  how  barbaric.  In- 
vestigation efforts  are  often 
stymied  because  witnesses, 
even  when  they  have  perti- 
nent information,  refiise  to 
come  forward.  For  many, 
it  is  fear  of  retaliation  that 
keeps  them  quiet. 

To  combat  this  na- 
scent form  of  witness  in- 
timidation, police  depart- 
ments and  district  attorney's 
employ  various  schemes. 
Promising  anonymity  to  wit- 
nesses in  exchange  for  their 
cooperation,  the  Spring- 
field Police  Department  and 
Hampden  County  Sherift"'s 
Office  use  Text-a-Tip,  a  text 
messaging  service  which  al- 
lows residents  who  witness 
a  crime  to  contact  the  police 


department  anonymously 
(all  identifying  information 
is  stripped  off  via  a  much- 
complicated  electronic  pro- 
cess in  Canada). 

The  Springfield  Po- 
lice Department  increasing- 
ly wants  to  show  residents 
the  harm  that  not-snitching 
can  cause.  Most  major  anti- 
stop  snitching  campaigns 
are  paired  with  the  tragic 
death  of  a  young  person, 
usually  male,  usually  an 
athlete,  gunned  down  for  no 
apparent  reason  other  than 
being  in  the  wrong  place  at 
the  wrong  time. 

When  Reverend  Al 
Sharpton  started  his  own 
anti-stop  snitching  cam- 
paign, he  did  it  in  con- 
juncture with  the  deaths  of 
eighteen-year-old  Derrick 
Gloster  and  sixteen-year- 
old  Brandon  T.  Mills,  shot 
to  death  during  a  dice  game 
in  Miami. 

The  story  of  Mario 
Homsby  Jr's  is  typical  of 
youth's  featured  in  the  anti- 
stop  snitching  movement; 
he  was  a  high  school  senior, 
a  basketball  star,  and  an 
honor  student.  Two  weeks 
before  he  was  slated  to 
graduate,  Homsby  was  shot 
in  front  of  his  childhood 
home.  For  his  family,  it  was 
a  tragic  loss.  For  Springfield 
Mayor  Domenic  Samo,  it 
was  a  chance  to  capitalize 
on  an  untimely  death,  used 
as  an  example  of  a  city  gone 
awry. 


At  his  fiineral,  Sar- 
no  said  that  with  the  death 
of  Mario,  "God  is  sending 
us  a  message.  This  is  all  for 
naught,  if  we  do  not  learn 
to  live  together  peacefully." 
He  mentioned  Mario  again 
at  the  "Safe  Nights"  rally, 
playing  an  ABC  22  News 
tribute  compiled  shortly  af- 
ter the  young  man's  death, 
and  inviting  the  boy's  fa- 
ther -  Mario  Homsby  Sr. 
-  to  say  a  few  words.  The 
Hampden  County  Sherriff's 
Office  then  segued  into  its 
anti-stop  snitching  lectiu-e, 
complete  with  power-point 
presentation. 

The  impact  of  such 
an  anguish-inducing  ploy 
was  evident,  with  many  au- 
dience members  noticeably 
upset.  "It's  just  so  sad,"  the 
woman  to  my  left  sobbed 
to  herself,  "it's  all  just  so 
sad." 

Nearly  two  years  ago, 
the  New  York  Times  fea- 
tured an  article  on  Spring- 
field, heralding  the  cities 
turn  around.  C.J.  Hughes, 
reporting  for  the  Times, 
wrote  that  in  the  first  quar- 
ter of  2007,  there  had  been 
seven  homicides,  an  im- 
provement over  years  past. 
In  the  first  quarter  of  2009 
there  have  been  1 7,  with  the 
city  well  on  track  to  surpass 
the  ten-year  high  for  murder 
set  in  2007.  That  woman 
was  right:  it's  just  so  sad. 
It's  all  just  so  sad. 


t  PUBLIC  SAFE'IT  BLOTTER 


11/01:  Officers  re- 
spond to  Evergreen  Rd.  for 
a  report  of  a  car  accident. 
A  student  hit  a  telephone 
pole  after  his  windshield 
fogged  up.  There  were  no 
injuries  and  a  report  was 
completed. 

11/01;  Officers  are 
called  to  a  Gateway  Vil- 
lage apartment  to  assist 
Residence  Life  with  an 
alcohol  confiscation.  Of- 
ficers confiscate  the  alco- 
hol and  a  closet  door  being 
used  to  play  beer  pong. 

10/31;  A  bag  is  turned 
into  Campus  Police.  While 
looking  in  the  bag  for 
identification,  officers  find 


marijuana  and  parapherna- 
lia. The  owner  is  contacted 
and  the  contraband  is  con- 
fiscated. 

10/31;  Officers  are 
made  aware  that  Spring- 
field Police  are  looking  for 
a  vehicle  involved  in  an  as- 
sault/kidnapping near  cam- 
pus. Officers  locate  the 
vehicle  in  the  Campus  Cen- 
ter lot  and  stop  the  vehicle. 
Springfield  Police  arrive 
and  the  occupants  are  iden- 
tified. It  is  determined  that 
no  assault/kidnapping  oc- 
curred, and  Springfield  Po- 
lice escort  the  men  to  their 
residence.  The  car  is  towed 
off  campus. 


10/30:  While  on  patrol, 
officers  observe  a  car  trav- 
eling well  above  the  posted 
15mph  on  Evergreen  Road. 
The  vehicle  is  stopped  and 
the  driver  is  given  field  so- 
briety tests.  The  driver  fails 
the  tests,  and  is  placed  un- 
der arrest  for  operating  un- 
der the  influence. 

10/29:  Officers  are 
called  to  Gateway  Village 
for  a  report  of  a  couple  ar- 
guing loudly.  Officers  ar- 
rive and  find  a  highly  intox- 
icated student.  Due  to  her 
condition,  an  ambulance  is 
called  and  she  is  transported 
to  the  hospital. 

10/29;  Officers  take  a 


report  of  a  theft  from  a  room 
in  Commonwealth  Hall. 
Reported  missing  are  a  tele- 
vision, an  X-Box,  a  wireless 
intemel  connector  and  cash. 
The  residents  left  the  room 
unlocked,  and  when  they  re- 
tumed  the  items  were  miss- 
ing. 

On  1 1/2/09  a  non  stu- 
dent was  struck  and  seri- 
ously injured  while  cross- 
ing Breckwood  Blvd.  be- 
tween Dunkin  Donuts  and 
Sophia's  parking  lots.  Take 
extra  care  when  crossing 
these  roadways  as  traffic 
is  often  heavy  and  vehicles 
often  travel  well  above  the 
posted  speed  limits.  While 
on  campus,  drive  safely. 


The  officers  of  the  WNEC 
Police  Department  are 
committed  to  the  safety 
and  well  being  of  every- 
one on  campus,  and  will 
be  actively  enforcing  all 
motor  vehicle  regulations. 
The  speed  limit  on  all  on- 
campus  roads  and  lots  is 
15mph.  Come  to  a  com- 
plete stop  at  all  stop  signs, 
and  follow  the  one  way 
signs  where  posted.  If  you 
are  stopped  by  an  officer, 
stay  in  your  vehicle  unless 
an  officer  directs  you  oth- 
erwise. 

If  you  have  any  ques- 
tions OR  COMMENTS,  EMAIL 
ME  AT  WNECPD1@H0T- 
MAII..COM 


tvww.  wnec.  edtt/dps 


More  at:  http://wwwl. wnec.edu/dps/lndex. cfm?selection=doc.690l 
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Large  turnout  at  the  Common  Ground  Review 


By  Matt  Sirigu 


Poets  from  all  over 
the  country  and  all  walks  of 
life  descended  upon  WNEC 
recently  for  the  3"^  annual 
Common  Ground  Review 
poetry  reading,  put  togeth- 
er by  the  WNEC  Creative 
Writing  Department,  in 
D"  Amour  Library. 

The  Common 
Ground  Review  is  a  poetry 
journal  published  four  times 
a  year  that  authors  from 
around  the  world  submit 
their  work  to.  Poems  are 
evaluated  by  an  editorial 
board,  who  then  select  the 
very  best  to  be  published. 


By  Matt  Sirigu 


Spike  Jonze  does  what 
Spike  Jonze  does  best  on  his 
most  recent  release.  Where 
the  Wild  Things  Are,  by 
bringing  complexity  and 
character  depth  to  surreal 
concepts  in  an  authentic 
way. 

Surely  we  all  remem- 
ber the  story  of  Max  and 
the  Wild  Things,  read  to  us 
countless  times  as  children. 
With  it's  original  and  intri- 
cate illustration,  the  story 
taught  us  the  power  of  con- 
fidence and  that  even  a  tiny 
boy  can  teach  monsters  how 
to  be  wild. 

Where  the  Wild  Things 
Are  presents  an  interesting 
dilemma  for  a  filmmaker. 
Usually,  a  film  adaptation 
fails  due  to  it's  negligence 
to  key  aspects  of  the  book. 
Where  the  Wild  Things  Are 
consists  of  only  10  sentenc- 
es and  some  very  in-depth 
illustration,  creating  a  seem- 
ingly easier  project. 

In  reality,  however, 
this  project  has  been  getting 
stalled  and  passed  around 
Hollywood  for  nearly  two 
decades.  The  film  started 
as  a  Disney  cartoon  in  the 
1980's,  and  didn't  come  to 
fruition  until  Spike  Jonze 
replaced  Disney  animator 
Eric  Goldberg  as  director 
in  2003  with  the  support  of 
the  book's  author  and  illus- 
trator Maurice  Sendak,  who 
played  a  large  role  in  the 
film's  production. 


The  Review  is  sponsored 
in  part  by  the  WNEC  Cre- 
ative Writing  Major  and 
the  WNEC  English  Depart- 
ment. 

There  was  a  large 
turnout,  and  English  De- 
partment Head  and  event 
organizer  Chip  Rhodes  was 
very  pleased  with  atten- 
dance, calling  it  "gratify- 
ing," noting  that  there  were 
even  students  sitting  on  the 
floor. 

"The  attendance 
speaks  to  the  vitality  of  the 
Creative  Writing  majors 
here  at  WNEC,"  said  Chip 
about  the  rapidly  expanding 
department. 


Where  The  Wild  Things  Are  is 
Image:  Warner  Bros. 

The  dilemma  is:  how 
do  you  make  such  a  beloved 
children's  book  as  Where 
the  Wild  Things  Are  into  an 
equally  inspiring  and  origi- 
nal film,  without  it  turning 
into  the  Polar  Bear  Express 
movie,  another  children's 
book  classic,  that  didn't 
quite  translate  onto  the 
screen  so  well? 

First  off,  you  don't  rush 
it;  as  everyone  involved  in 
this  project,  including  the 


The  reading  also  in- 
cluded two  WNEC  English 
Professors,  Lisa  Dmec-Kerr 
and  Janet  Bowdan,  recit- 
ing works  on  frustration 
towards  modernization,  as 
well  as  new  families  and  in- 
stilling morals  in  children, 
respectively. 

The  general  consen- 
sus of  the  students,  accord- 
ing to  event  organizers,  was 
that  Kerr  and  Bowdan  had 
some  of  the  best  work  read, 
although  many  enjoyed  the 
darker  works  of  older  po- 
ets like  Frank  Salvidio  and 
Howard  Faerstein. 

Salvidio  read  a  play- 
ful and  ironic  sequence  of 


refreshing  idea  that  even  the 
studio  cared  about  maintain- 
ing the  books  authenticity, 
was  patient  and  waited  for 
the  proper  feel  of  the  book 
to  arise,  not  forcing  it,  but 
waiting  it  out. 

Jonze  maintains  the 
central  themes  apparent  in 
the  book,  and  wonderfully 
captures  child-like  interpre- 
tations and  themes  unde- 
fined yet  seemingly  present 
in  the  original  story. 


sonnets  about  bachelor- 
hood and  lost  love  with  a 
deep  and  weathered  voice 
reminiscent  of  Robert  Frost. 
Faerstein,  pacing  around 
like  a  mad  scientist,  read  a 
series  of  poems  with  a  dark 
youthful  perception  of  the 
world  and  family. 

Many  of  the  typical 
themes  of  poetry  were  ap- 
parent throughout  the  read- 
ing, including  love,  family, 
and  natural  beauty.  How- 
ever, more  interesting  and 
relatable  for  the  students 
was  a  theme  of  disdain  for 
the  rapidity  of  technologi- 
cal advancements;  or  as 
local  lawyer/poet  Oonagh 


At  the  same  time,  Jonze 
does  something  very  risky 
and  often  unsuccessful  in 
adaptations.  He  creates  new 
storylines  and  character  de- 
velopments independent  of 
the  original  text.  This  can 
be  troublesome  because  of- 
ten fans  complain  about  the 
authenticity  aspect,  howev- 
er here,  1  believe  Jonze  has 
succeeded  admirably. 

He  gives  personalities 
to  the  Wild  Things  we  pre- 


Doherty  put  it,  "Anger  at 
western  greed  for  technol- 
ogy" 

Admittedly,  as  with 
many  poetry  readings,  some 
of  the  speakers  droned  on 
about  out-dated  topics  and 
typical  problems,  making 
the  extra  credit  some  in  at- 
tendance went  for  hardly 
worth  it.  Overall,  the  read- 
ing was  a  great  success, 
with  writers  from  as  far  as 
Florida  and  as  close  as  West 
Springfield,  and  students 
got  a  great  chance  to  see 
how  independent  poets  get 
their  work  out  there  in  pub- 
lications like  the  Common 
Ground  Review. 


viously  had  only  hoped  for; 
as  kids  we  didn 't  get  enough 
of  these  intriguing  giant  fiiry 
lion-like  creatures,  because 
they  had  no  lines  at  all  in  the 
book.  Yet  here,  Jonze  cre- 
ates storylines  for  them  and 
gives  them  personalities  in  a 
fitting  way  that  only  adds  to 
our  love  for  them,  without 
destroying  it. 

This  film  captures  the 
feel  of  the  child's  mindset,  a 
wild  uncontrollable  imagi- 
nation, and  interestingly 
addresses  the  lifestyle  and 
problems  of  a  very  literal  in- 
terpretation of  what  a  Wild 
Thing  is,  such  as  bringing 
civility  to  Wild  Things. 

Aside  from  the  wonder- 
ful job  Jonze  and  co-writer 
Dave  Eggers  did  creating 
the  right  feel  and  a  fitting 
story  for  the  book,  the  cast 
illuminates  the  screen  as 
well. 

Max's  character,  being 
played  by  the  spunky  and 
likable  young  Max  Records, 
could  not  have  been  done 
better,  along  with  the  all 
too  fitting  James  Gandolfini 
doing  the  voice  of  Carol. 
It  was  hard  sometimes  to 
avoid  thinking  I  was  watch- 
ing a  young  Tony  Soprano 
growing  up  too,  in  a  fiirry 
suit  of  course. 

This  movie  was  de- 
lightftil  and  easy-going, 
intelligent  yet  simple,  defi- 
nitely worth  seeing  in  the- 
atres, and  reminiscent  why 
we  fell  in  love  with  the  book 
to  begin  with;  because  even 
a  little  boy  can  become  king 
of  the  Wild  Things. 


Movie  Review:  Where  The  Wild  Things  Are 


sure  to  bring  you  back  to  your  childhood. 
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The  Kin  dazzles  in  Northampton 


By  Liz  Collins 


To  celebrate  the  release 
of  their  latest  album  "The 
UPside,"  The  Kin  headlined 
a  show  at  the  Iron  Horse 
Music  Hall  in  Northamp- 
ton, MA,  on  October  17"'. 
The  band,  consisting  of 
brothers  Isaac  and  Thorry 
Koren,  performed  hits  from 
their  first  album  "Rise  and 
Fall"  and  also  from  "The 
UPside."  Showcasing  their 
enchanting  harmonies  in 
front  of  a  small,  intimate 
audience.  The  ICin  did  not 
disappoint. 

A  fortunate  gift-cre- 
ation caused  the  brothers 
to  pursue  their  musical  po- 
tential. In  2003  the  brothers 
decided  to  record  a  song  as 
a  wedding  present  for  their 
father;  what  they  discovered 
was  truly  amazing.  Real- 
izing the  potential  they  had 
together,  they  embarked  on 
the  journey  to  become  the 
artists  they  are  now.  Open- 
ing for  acts  such  as  Josh  Kel- 
ley  and  Ryan  Cabrera,  The 
Kin  has  gained  exposure  to 
a  broad  audience.  Fans  of 
these  artists  will  definitely 
appreciate  and  fall  in  love 
with  the  Keren  brothers. 

With  heartfelt,  poetic 
lyrics,  unique  melodies,  and 
a  harmony  that  only  these 
two  brothers  can  create.  The 


Warm  up 
someone's  day 
with  ODK! 


By  Liz  Collins 


The  Kin  delivered  an  amazing  performance. 
Image:  The  Kin 


Kin's  music  is  one-of-a- 
kind.  The  same  can  be  said 
for  their  live  shows.  Never 
have  I  seen  a  band  more 
in  tune  with,  and  eager  to 
please,  their  fans.  Running 
into  them  in  a  store  before 
their  show  was  an  entertain- 
ing experience,  to  say  the 
least.  When  they  discovered 
we  were  fans  and  were  go- 
ing to  the  show  later  that 
night,  they  reacted  with 
genuine,   thanking  words 


and  big  hugs  (as  well  as  in- 
cluding us  in  an  inside  joke 
during  the  show). 

After  shows,  they  al- 
ways take  time  to  meet  and 
talk  with  fans'and  treat  them 
with  the  utmost  respect.  Not 
one  CD  or  ticket  (or  sel- 
list)  goes  unsigned,  nor  one 
camera  unsnapped.  One  live 
show  from  these  guys  is  ail 
it  takes  to  be  completely 
hooked. 

Up  next  for  the  duo 


is  a  tour  with  The  Watson 
Twins  and  Joshua  Radin. 
The  tour  will  bring  them  to 
the  House  of  Blues  in  Bos- 
ton on  November  22.  If  you 
tfan't  make  the  show,  be  sure 
to  check  them  out  onhne  at 
either  www.thekin.com  or 
www.myspace.com/thekin, 
or  on  iTunes.  The  Kin  offers 
an  amazingly  unique  listen- 
ing experience,  one  defi- 
nitely worth  taking  the  time 
to  discover. 


Western  New  Eng- 
land College's  chapter  of 
the  leadership  honor  soci- 
ety Omicron  Delta  Kappa 
will  be  hosting  an  event 
next  month  called  "Warm 
Up  Someone's  Day  With 
ODK."  The  goal  of  the  event 
will  be  to  collect  coats  and 
other  cold-weather  apparel 
to  donate  to  those  in  need. 
Tables  will  be  set  up  in  the 
Campus  Center  in  the  com- 
ing weeks  to  collect  any  do- 
nations. If  you're  looking  to 
make  a  difference  in  some- 
one's life,  consider  donat- 
ing. Any  donation,  small  or 
large,  is  appreciated,  and  the 
recipients  will  be  incredibly 
gratefiil.  Be  on  the  lookout 
for  more  information  about 
this  program  and  how  you 
can  donate  to  those  in  need. 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


Brooklyn  Lager 


By  Canio  Carlucci  and  Adie  Giguere 

The  Beer  Pros 


Note:  All  students  imbibing 
alcohol  must  be  of  age.  Please  drink 
responsibly  and  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidelines  and  rules  regarding  alcohol 
possession,  use.  and  procurement 


This  week  we  de- 
cided to  try  out  our 
first  lager  of  the  year, 
as  well  as  something 
in  the  spirit  of  the  cur- 
rent World  Series;  thus 
we  wound  up  with 
Brooklyn  Lager.  The 
first  thing  you  will  no- 
tice about  the  Brooklyn 
Lager  is  it's  very  dense 
foamy  head  and  an  un- 
usual amount  of  carbon- 
ation.  The  Brooklyn  La- 
ger is  definitely  a  heavy 
sweet  beer,  but  don't  let 
that  fool  you  because  it 
packs  a  nice  hop-driven 
punch  followed  by  a 
smooth  aftertaste  that 
doesn't  letyou  forget  it 
is  a  lager.  The  Brooklyn 
Lager  is  the  ideal  beer 


to  be  consumed  with  a 
steak  or  any  other  heavy 
meal,  and  can  definite- 
ly not  be  consumed  in 
mass  quantities.  An- 
other thing  to  take  note 
of  is  the  fact  that  this  is 
an  excellent  beer  for  the 
fall/winter  season. 

All  in  all,  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  we  enjoyed 
the  Brooklyn  Lager,  "but 
it  is  nothing  to  go  crazy 
for. . .  If  you  see  it,  pick 
up  a  six  pack,  but  defi- 
nitely don't  go  looking. 
We  have  decided  to  give 
the  Brooklyn  Lager  3/5 
beers  primarily  because 
it  is  so  heavy  for  a  la- 
ger. 


Brooklyn  Lager 
Rating 

t  »■ 

3/5  Beers 


GmBllpi 

By  Adie  Giguere 


Recycling,  though  relatively  easy,  takes  a  little  effort. 
Too  many  people,  especially  on  our  WNEC  campus,  are 
neglecting  this  simple  way  to  help  our  community,  and 
in  turn,  our  planet.  Today,  remember  these  ways  you  can 
help: 

1.  Recycle  your  aluminum  cans,  plastic  bottles,  and 
glass  bottles  and  jars.  The  blue  bins  in  our  residence  halls 
and  the  Campus  Center  are  available  for  your  easy  access! 

2.  Recycle  your  paper  and  cardboard,  like  cereal  and 
other  food  and  drink  box^s,  in  the  alike  blue  bins,  with  the 
specific  paper  slot. 

3.  Do  NOT  throw  trash  into  our  blue  recycling  bins 
around  caitipus!  Other  people  have  to  clean  out  your  con- 
tamination later  (and  it  stinks!). 

Don't  think  these  small  measures  don't  matter!  Oberiin 
College's  Recycling  Program  in  Ohio  says  that  aluminum 
cans  are  made  fi-om  50%  recycled  aluminum  now,  and  your 
recycled  paper  can  be  used  to  make  an  endless  amount  of 
products,  including  paper  towels,  envelopes,  notebook  pa- 
per, and  even  kitty  litter.  Finally,  consider  this:  Americans 
throw  away  enough  glass  bottles  and  jars  every  two  weeks 
to  fill  up  both  towers  of  the  former  World  Trade  Center. 
Glass  can  always  be  recycled,  so  don't  trash  it! 

For  more  facts  like  these,  visit  oberiin.edu/recycle. 
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Upcoming  Campus  Events 


Week  of  11/01-11/07  Spirit  Weeli 


Tuesday  11/3 

All  Day 


7:00  PM 


Wednesday  11/4 

All  Day 


Thursday  11/5 

All  Day 


12:30  PM 


Friday  11/6 

All  Day 


9:00  PM 


Saturday  11/7 

1:00-3:00  PM 


5:30  PM 


11.00  PM 


Tie  Dye  Day 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

Freshman  Focus: 
Today  College  Tour 
Rivers  Arena 


Stunna  Shades  Day 
(hosted  by  CAB) 


Jersey  Day 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

Music  in  the  Mall 
The  Rock  Cafe 


Class  Color  Day 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

FRIDAYS:  Midnight  Madness 
AHLC 

Late  Night  at  the  Rock 
Rock  Cafe 


Belly  Dance  Workshop 
Rivers  Arena 

(hosted  by  Review  of  Art  i 
Literature) 

Who's  Who  Dinner 
Rivers  Arena 

Late  Night  at  the  Rock 
Rock  Caf^ 


Sunday  11/8 

1:00-3:00  PM 


Thursday  11/12 

7:00  PM 


9:30  PM 


Friday  11/13 

6:00  PM 


9:00  PM 


Exhibition  Opening  &  Reception 
Art  Gallery 

Ultimate  Frisbee 
Commonwealth  Lawn 
(hosted  by  Outing  Club) 


Gallery  Talk 
Art  Gallery 

200  Days  Party 
Rivers  Arena 

(hosted  by  Senior  Council) 


World  Fest 
Rivers  Arena 
(hosted  by  U+Me) 

FRIDAYS;  Gaming  Social 
The  Rock  Cafe 
(hosted  by  WARP) 

Late  Night  at  the  Rock 
Rock  Caf6 


Saturday  11/14 

9:00  AM  -  4:00  PM   Open  House 

Starts  in  Campus  Center 


10:00  AM 


11:00  PM 


Sunday  11/lS 

3:00  PM 


Rock  Climbing  Trip 
TBA 

(hosted  by  Outing  Club) 

Late  Night  at  the  Rock 
Rock  CaK 


Fall  Music  Showcase 
Rivers  Arena 


QUESTION 


• 


OF  THE  ISSUE 

The  Question  of  the 
Issue  is  asked  to  students 
around  campus  at 
random.  Here  is  what 
WNEC  has  to  say. 

Question:  Who  is  your 
favorite  or  least  favorite 
leaclter  at  WNEC? 

Favorites.., 

-Hess 

-  Constarao 

-  Hakala 

-  Madera 

-  Hamakawa 
~  Ingham 

Least  Favorites... 

-  WiUememain 

-  Gallo 
-Jenks 

-  Anzalotti 

-  Chang 

(Identities  of  those  polled 
remain  anonymous.) 

Questions  by 
Chris  Dawson 


^    iTunes  Top  Fives  ^ 


Compiled  By:  Adie  Giguere 


Top  5  Songs: 

1.  Fireflies-Owl  City 

2.  Party  in  the  U.S.A.  -  Miley  Cyrus 

3.  Empire  State  of  Mind  -  Jay-Z  feat.  Alicia 
Keys 

4. 3  -  Britney  Spears 
5.  Replay  -  lyaz 

Writer's  Song  Pick:  Dig  -  Incubus 


iTunes  #1  Album: 
Michael  Jackson  s  This  is 
It-  Michael  Jackson 


Top  5  Albums: 

1 .  Michael  Jackson's  This  is  It  -  Michael 
Jackson 

2.  Full  Circle -Creed 

3.  Fearless  -  Taylor  Swift 

4.  Ocean  Eyes  -  Owl  City 

5.  The  Blueprint  3  -  Jay-Z 

Writer's  Album  Pick:  Amnesiac  - 
Radiohead 


opmioiv 
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By  Adie  Giguere 

This  month  I  was 
perhaps  the  only  person  in 
history  to  attend  Hve  per- 
formances of  one  of  my  fa- 
vorite bands,  Hanson,  and 
one  of  my  favorite  rappers, 
Jay-2,  in  the  same  month. 
My  close  friends  will  tell 
you  that  I  have  an  eclectic 
music  taste,  and  I  am  al- 
ways open  to  giving  some- 
thing I  haven't  heard  a  lis- 
ten. Say  what  you  will  about 
Hanson,  those  three  blonde 
brothers  with  long  hair  who 
sang  "Mmmbop"  in  1997, 
but  I  have  seen  them  in  con- 
cert thirteen  times  and  they 
are  incredible  live.  Say  what 
you  will  about  Jay-Z,  but 
as  the  first  rapper  I've  ever 
seen  live,  he  proved  to  be 
just  as  gracious  and  talented 
as  I  expected. 

Hanson  and  Jay-Z 
live  does  not  seem  an  easy 
comparison  at  first,  but  when 
I  started  thinking  about  it, 
the  two  concerts  had  sev- 
eral similarities.  First,  both 
headliners  showcased  other 
talented  acts  as  their  open- 
ing performers.  Hanson  is 
touring  with  the  band  Hel- 
logoodbye,  and  Jay-Z  has 
both  N.E.R.D.  and  his  first 
Roc  Nation  signee,  J.Cole, 
opening  for  his  tour.  At  both 
shows,  I  was  pleasantly  sur- 
prised and  entertained  by 
the  opening  performers. 

Both  Hanson  and 
Jay-Z  having  musical  ca- 
reers that  date  back  to  1996, 


Concert  Clash:  Hanson  vs.  Jay-Z 


the  set  lists  similarly  con- 
sisted of  a  number  of  new 
songs  peppered  with  a  hand- 
ful of  old  hits,  much  to  both 
audiences'  delight.  Hanson 
also  covered  Cheap  Trick's 
"I  Want  You  To  Want  Me," 
per  online  voting  where 
they  let  their  fans  pick  what 
song  they  would  play  as 
their  encore.  Jay-Z  pleased 
his  fans  by  bringing  Phar- 
rell  of  N.E.R.D.  back  to  the 
stage  for  "So  Ambitious," 
the  track  he's  featured  in  off 
Jay-Z's  latest  album,  The 
Blueprint  3. 


In  addition  to  see- 
ing these  special  songs 
live,  fans  were  personally 
acknowledged  at  both  of 
these  concerts.  Hanson  has 
been  holding  mile  walks  for 
charity  in  every  city  they 
stop  in,  giving  fans  a  chance 
to  spend  part  of  their  after- 
noon literally  walking  next 
to  them.  Jay-Z  took  a  good 
twenty  minutes  at  the  end  of 
his  performance  to  point  out 
specific  fans  in  every  sec- 
tion of  the  audience,  thank- 
ing them  for  purchasing  a 
ticket  and  coming  out  to  his 


show. 

Of  course,  there 
were  some  differences  be- 
tween these  shows.  A  ticket 
for  Hanson,  first  of  all,  is 
half  the  price  of  a  ticket  for 
Jay-Z;  but  the  prices  reflect  a 
very  different  type  of  show. 
Hanson  performs  in  more 
intimate  venues,  in  this  case 
the  House  of  Blues  Boston, 
with  simply  themselves  and 
their  instruments  on  stage. 
Jay-Z  performed  at  the 
Mullins  Center,  with  a  giant 
video  screen  for  viewing 
and  an  absolutely  amazing 


special  effects  backdrop  be- 
hind him.  Hanson  is  a  rock 
concert,  while  Jay-Z  is  rap, 
so  of  course  the  energy  of 
the  crowd  at  each  was  quite 
different.  Despite  Hanson 
and  Jay-Z  seeming  like  op- 
posite ends  of  the  spectrum, 
however,  they  were  alike  in 
entertainment  and  impres- 
siveness.  Both  tickets  were 
worth  every  dollar  I  spent, 
and  I  would  see  both  shows 
again  if  I  could  afford  it. 


By  Hannah  Berling 

Do  you  enjoy  lug- 
ging your  laundry  down  two, 
three,  or  even  four  flights  of 
stairs  just  to  discover  there 
are  no  open  washers?  Gate- 
way residents,  do  you  like 
driving  over  speed  bump  af- 
ter speed  bump  only  to  find 
that  every  washing  machine 
is  taken?  I  didn't  think  so. 

How  about  the  Resi- 
dent Hall  Advisor  suggested 
method  of  checking  first 
then  going  to  get  your  laun- 
dry? In  practice,  this  isn't 
very  effective  either.  A  lot 
of  the  times  once  you  get 
back  to  the  laundry  room 
those  available  machines 
have  been  taken.  This  hap- 
pened to  me  last  week  when 
all  five  washers  were  open. 


Don't  be  a  Laundry  Room  Nuisance 


Please  slop  hogging  all  of  the  machines 
Image:  Maytag 


but  by  the  time  I  came  back 
they  were  all  in  use.  I  later 
found  out  that  one  person 
had  taken  up  two  washers 
while  another  resident  used 
three! 

It's  understandable 
that  people  want  to  get  all 


their  laundry  done  at  once  but 
please  consider  some  things 
before  you  do  that  next  load. 

Say  you  have  roughly 
125  residents  in  a  building 
and  5  washers  -  there  will 
be  approximately  25  resi- 
dents per  washer.  So,  when 


you  take  an  extra  washer  25 
people  (or  more,  depending 
on  the  size  of  your  residence 
hall)  lose  the  opportunity  to 
use  it. 

As  weekends  are  the 
peak  time  for  doing  laundry, 
people  will  appreciate  you 


using  only  one  at  a  time. 

Also  note  the  time 
that  you  put  yotu'  clothes  in 
the  machine  and  how  long  it 
will  run  for.  You  don't  want 
to  be  the  one  holding  every- 
one else  up  or  the  person 
who  has  their  clothes  taken 
out  and  thrown  on  the  floor 
by  someone  anxious  to  use 
the  machine. 

If  you  absolutely 
need  multiple  washers,  fig- 
ure out  the  times  when  the 
fewest  people  are  using  the 
laundry  room  and  take  ad- 
vantage of  it. 

Simple  steps  like 
these  will  make  the  laundry 
rooms  more  efficient  and 
make  doing  your  dirty  laun- 
dry a  better  experience. 
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PUZZLES 


King  Crossword 


ACROSS 

1  Rotten 
4  Sax  range 
8  Stare 

12  Quarterback 
Manning 

13  Frog's  cousin 

14  Responsibility 

15  Move 

17  Lairs 

18  Blueprint 

19  Knife 


41  Hodgepodge 

42  Send 

46  Afflictions 

47  Rougfily 

48  Unfrozen 
glace 

49  Farewell 

50  1/746 
horsepower 

51  "Tfie  5,000 
Fingers  of  -" 


eponym 

DOWN 

20  Frizzy 

1 

Foundation 

hairdos 

2 

Frazier  foe 

22  Jet  forth 

3 

Belie 

24  Satiate 

4 

Hold-up  man? 

25  Waste 

5 

Bank 

29  Clergyman's 

transaction 

title  (Abbr.) 

6 

Middle  X? 

30  Becomes 

7 

Praise  in 

rancid 

verse 

31  Anger 

8 

Sink 

32  Model 

9 

Freshly 

34  Largest  of 

10 

New  Mexican 

the  seven 

tribe 

35  On  the  rocks 

11 

Being,  to 

36  Put  one  over 

Brutus 

on 

16 

Stratagem 

37  Doctrine 

19 

Arthur  and 

40  Lima's  land 

Lillie 

20  Farm 
measure 

21  Show  off  the 
biceps 

22  Team 

23  Sound  of 
contentment 

25  Unrivaled 

26  Called  into 
question 

27  Huron 
neighbor 

28  Peruse 
30  Animal 

protection  org. 

33  Champagne 
+  0.J. 

34  Emanation 

36  Station 

37  -  -yourself 

38  Earthenware 
pot 

39  Coated  with 
gold 

40  "Hey,  you!" 

42  DuPont  rival 

43  George's 
brother 

44  Jam 
ingredient? 

45  Shack 


1 

2 

■- 

1 

5 

6 

7 

9 

10 

11 

12 

15 

16 

^^^■l8 

20 

21 

^■22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 
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30 

31 

32 

33 

36 

37 

38 

39 

^^^■40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

= 

1 

47 

49 

50 

e  2OO8  King  Features  Synd..  Ini 


GO  FIGURE!  ^vi 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  Is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is.  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  ot  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


★  Moderate  *  *  Difficult        1  23445679 
***  GO  FIGURE!  ,  ,„ 
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B 
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D 

D 
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B 
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■ 

GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  ♦ 


■  Moderate  *  *  Difficult 
***G0RGUREI 


Page  7  Puzzle 
Answers 

Suciokii  I  Sollltil)!! 


□□□□t]  BOS 

□□□□□  aaB  □□□ 
□□Qsn 

aEtQQD  ana  nnn 

ii^lfiigg 

ana  □□□  □□qob 


X 
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+ 

+ 

-4- 

+ 

+ 

+ 
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m 
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1 
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3  4  5 

Km)  Fcahjrcj  Sy 

6   7  8 

MAGIC  MAZE  m 


SUBWAY 
CITIES 
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Find  dK  lined  words  in  Ibe  diagnni.  Tbey  ran  in  ill  diRcdom  - 
fbTMid,  backward,  up,  down  uid  diuonally- 


Berlln 
Boston 
Chicago 
Madrid 


Montreal 
Moscow 
Munich 
New  York 


Osaka  Singapore 

Paris  Stockholm 

Santiago  Tokyo 
Seoul 


O2008  King  FealufM  Syndicate,  Inc  v*fl<)  nghti  resoved. 
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Sudoku  I 


Sudoku  2 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 


9 

8 

3 

5 

7 

2 

6 

1 

5 

7 

8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 

8 

3 

5 

7 

9 

8 

9 

2 

4 

1 

3 

6 

8 

4 

1 

3 

Place  a  number  In  the  empty  boxes  ir 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


r  Moderate  *  *  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOY! 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 


6 

3 

1 

8 

7 

2 

3 

3 

4 

8 

3 

6 

2 

9 

7 

6 

8 

7 

2 

5 
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Place  a  number  in  the  emply  boxes  in  such  a  way 
lhal  each  row  across,  each  column  down  and  each 
small  9-box  square  contains  all  ol  Ihe 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


r  Moderate  *  *  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOY! 
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Find  tbe  listed  words  in  the  diagnm.  They  tun  in  all  directions  • 
forward,  backward,  up,  down  and  diajioiially. 

Bingo  DWS  Knockout  Setup 

Blocker  Fishing  Non-go  Spread 

Bonus  Floater  Passing  Turnover 

Dumping  Going  out  Phoney 

02008  King  Features  Syndicate.  Inc  World  nghts  reserved 


King  Crossword 


ACROSS 

repeatedly 

11 

Pinball 

1 

Data 

44 

See  20- 

infractions 

6 

Irving  or 

Across 

17 

Appealing  to 

Grant 

45 

Odium 

the  mind 

9 

Choose 

47 

Set 

19 

Skinilint 

12 

Wahine's 

49 

Rendering 

21 

"-  was 

welcome 

dumbfounded 

saying,  ..." 

13 

Pigeon's 

52 

Smack 

22 

Semi,  e.g. 

sound 

53 

Dance 

24 

Time  of  your 

14 

Actor 

syllable? 

life? 

McBride 

54 

Musical  link 

26 

Optimistic 

15 

Libyan 

55 

Billboards 

28 

Here  and 

money 
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Switch 

there? 

16 

Hide 

places? 

30 

u.r\.  tilers 

18 

Pollen- 
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Artist  Max 

32 

Appropriate 

producing 

33 

"-  Little 

organ 

DOWN 

Teapot" 
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Kiln 

1 

Craze 
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Journey 
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segment 

second  mate 

"American 
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Eucalyptus 
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With  it 
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eaters 
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De  Mills  or 

co-host 
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Starbucks 

Moorehead 
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Give  over 

flavor 
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Unuttered 

(to) 
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Egg-shaped 

"alas" 
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Just  one  of 
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Bivouac 
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wiiu  west 

those  things? 
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transport 
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Jessica 
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Overlook 

Parker  or 
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Physicist 

31 

It  may  be 

Michelle 

Otto 
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Gellar 
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Take 

accessory 
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Heavy 
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Werewolf's 
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reading? 

inspiration 
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Thither 
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contents 

view 
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UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Koine  (Junius  in  IJolil 


WRESTLING 

MEN'S  ICE  HOCKEY 

11/14/2009 

11/21/2009 

12/5/2009 

12/11/2009 

1/9/2010 

1/16/2010 

1/24/2010 

1/29/2010 

Roger  Williams  Invitational 
Springfield  Doug  Parker  Invitational 
Southern  Maine  T.  Reese  Invitational 
Rhode  Island  College 
Norwich 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute 

NEWA  Dual  Championship  at  Springfield 

Wesleyan 

10:00  AM 
10:00  AM 
10:00  AM 
7:00  PM 
Noon 
Noon 
10:00  AM 
7:00  PM 

11/6/2009 

11/10/2009 

11/13/2009 

11/19/2009 

11/21/2009 

11/24/2009 

12/3/2009 

Westfield  State  College             4:00  PM 
SNHU                                    7:30  PM 
Utlca  College                         7:00  PM 
Curry  College                        7:35  PM 
Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology   8:15  PM 
Franklin  Pierce                      7:15  PM 
Becker  College                          7:25  PM 

aWlMlVlllNlx 

r  OO  i  BALL 

11/7/2009 

1 1/20/2009 

11/21/2009 

12/2/2009 

12/4/2009 

12/5/2009 

12/12/2009 

Bridgewater  State  College 

Western  Connecticut  State  University 
Gordon  College 
Westfield  State  College 
The  CCCCS 
The  CCCCS 

University  of  New  England 

1:00  PM 
6:00  PM 
1:00  PM 
7:00  PM 
6:00  PM 
10:00  AM 
1:00  PM 

11/7/2009 

Nichols  College 

1:00  PM 

MEN'S  SOCCER 

11/4/2009 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology 

1:00  PM 

7 

11/3/2009 

Gordon  College 

1:00  PM 

CROSS  COUNTRY 

VOLLEYBALL 

Congratulations  to  both  the  Women  and 
Men's  Cross  Country  Teams  for  a  great  sea- 
son!!! 

11/3/2009 

Gordon  College 

7:00  PM 

ATHLETICS 


RECORDS 


Football: 

Wins:  5 
Losses:  4 
Ties: 0 


Men's  Soccer: 

Wins:  14 
Losses:  5 
Ties: 2 


Women's  Soccer: 

Wins:  9 
Losses:  8 
Ties:  2 


Field  Hockey: 

Wins:  5 
Losses:  14 
Ties: 0 


IVkn's  Cross 
Country: 

Placings:  11/23,  1/9,4/9 


Women's  Cross 
Country: 

Placings:  22/25.9/15.6/9 


Women's  Tennis: 

Wins:  11 
Losses:  4 
Ties:  0 


VoUeyball: 

Wins:  24 
Losses:  8 
Ties: 0 
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Athlete  of  the  Issue:  Justin  Walz 


By  Matt  Sirigu 


After  a  start  to  the 
season  that  seemed  a  Httle 
rough,  the  Golden  Bear 
football  team  has  gathered 
speed  and  is  firing  on  all 
burners  now.  Amidst  a  three 
game  win  streak,  one  man 
has  been  carrying  the  bulk 
of  the  load:  Justin  Walz. 

The  entire  team  is  cer- 
tainly playing  better;  the 
defense  forcing  more  turn- 
overs, younger  players  step- 
ping up,  everyone  on  the 
field  getting  involved  in  the 
action.  However,  there's  no 
denying  with  the  numbers 
Walz  has  been  putting  up, 
he's  the  backbone  of  this 
team. 

Walz,  the  senior  quar- 
terback and  team  captain 
from  Groton,  CT,  has  been 


making  an  impact  as  quar- 
terback since  his  freshman 
year  here  at  WNEC,  and  has 
been  the  team's  starter  since 
2007. 

This  year  is  shaping 
up  to  be  his  best,  already 
reaching  last  year's  mark 
of  touchdown  passes  with 
twelve-five  in  the  last  three 
weeks.  He  is  also  leading 
the  team  in  rushing  touch- 
downs with  six-five  in  the 
last  three  weeks. 

Walz  and  the  team 
clearly  have  not  given  up  on 
the  season,  going  3-0  after 
a  four  game  losing  streak. 
They've  now  fought  back  to 
prove  that  they  are  worthy 
conference  contenders.  Two 
big  conference  games  are 
coming  up,  the  first  at  Salve 
Regina,  and  the  final  game 
of  the  season  home  against 


Nichols  College. 

Walz  will  be  facing 
another  one  of  the  top  con- 
ference quarterbacks  this 
week.  Salve  Regina's  Jeff 
St.  Onge,  who  shared  con- 
ference offensive  player 
of  the  week  last  week  with 
Walz. 

Both  Salve  Regina  and 
WNEC  go  into  Saturday's 
game  4-4  and  tied  for  third 
in  the  New  England  Foot- 
ball Conference  Boys  Di- 
vision (sharing  3-2  confer- 
ence records).  It  seems  very 
possible  that  WNEC  will  be 
able  to  carry  out  this  streak 
through  to  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son. With  a  little  bit  of  luck 
and  help  from  the  rest  of  the 
conference  teams,  WNEC 
could  finish  this  year  as 
one  of  the  conference's  top 
teams. 


Sophia's  Pizza  &  Sports  Bar 

iamAsmiSlSSC  TXtSm 

NEW  MENU  ITEMS 

lary.  Panini  fVnty  tS  9H 
Served  with  yaw  dioioe  of  Soup,  Sabd,  Chips  or  FrerKh  Fries. 
AH  come  with  American  Cheese. 


P  Justin  Walz 

^  Image:  Golden  Bears  Football 


Golden  Bears  Football  rally 
over  Gulls 


*  BBQ  Beef  Brisket  ft  Ofrion 

•  Buffalo  Chicfcen 

*  Steak withAI  Sauce 

•  Steak  with  Horse  Radish 


*  Fresh  Grilled  Chicken 

*  Chicken  Parmesan 

*  Veggie  with  Pesto 
'  Turitey  with  l^sto 


HOUSE  FAVORITES 

*  IVpperoni  Pizza 

*  tozAngiB  Cheeseburger  with  French 

Fries 
'  HotWinas 

•  Jack  ft  Blue  Sticks  ^1 

•  Ham  ft  Cheese  on  Rye  or  as  a  Wrap 
Enjoy  our  full  menu  until  10pm. 


EBEUUEEEXltantayt  and  Satuntays  at  Upn. 


Also  For  Your  Entertainment  Pleasure: 


9 


'  NFL  FootbaU  fames 
*  Darts 


i  *  Video  Games  | 


Western  New  England 
College  gained  another  win 
as  they  defeated  Endicott 
College  26-21  on  October 
24'^,  This  is  the  Golden 
Bears'  third  straight  victory, 
coming  off  of  their  wins 
over  UMass  Dartmouth  and 
Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology.  The  Bears  in- 
creased their  record  to  4-4 
overall  and  3-2  in  the  divi- 
sion. Senior  quarterback 
Justin  Walz  had  an  outstand- 
ing game,  passing  for  two 


touchdowns  and  running  for 
two  more.  WNEC's  defense 
came  together  for  the  final 
drive  of  the  game,  denying 
Endicott  to  score  and  giving 
the  Bears  the  win.  The  Bears 
will  face  Salve  Regina  Uni- 
versity on  October  31"  in 
Newport,  Rl.  Salve  is  also 
4-4  overall  and  3-2  in  the 
division.  Congratulations 
are  in  order  for  the  Golden 
Bears  for  their  impressive 
season  thus  far.  Hopefully 
the  streak  will  continue! 
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The  waiting  is  over:  Men's  Cross  Country 


By  Anthony  Camardi 

For  the  first  time  in 
six  years  the  Men's  Cross 
Country  team  can  say  they 
are  winners.  On  Satur- 
day, October  17*  the  men's 
cross  country  team  took  to 
the  trail  during  Friends  and 
Family  weekend,  coming 
away  victorious  in  a  nine 
team  race  on  their  home  turf 
in  the  WNEC  Invitational. 
WNEC  finished  with  four 
of  their  runners  in  the  top 
twenty  with  their  top  run- 
ner, sophomore  Jeff  Wagner, 
finishing  eighth  among  the 
99  runners  to  compete.  The 
end  result  had  WNEC  tied 
with  AIC,  but  the  tie  went 
in  WNEC's  favor  due  to  the 
finishing  position  of  their 
sixth  runner  being  higher 
than  that  of  AIC's  sixth  man. 
This  victory  came  with  a  big 
sigh  of  relief  and  shouts  of 
joy  as  many  were  on  hand  to 
witness  a  satisfying  victory 
for  a  group  of  hard  work- 
ing men.  The  men's  cross 
country  team  is  set  to  wrap 
up  their  season  on  Saturday, 
October  31"  at  home  in  the 
Commonwealth  Coast  Con- 
ference Championship  at 
1pm. 


WNEC  Men 's  Cross  Country  Team 
Image:  WNEC  Athletics 


WNEK  105.1  RADIO  SCHEDULE 

\  w  \\\\ 


10K>0pm 


10:00  pm 
1 2K>0  am 


(sk8,punk,  incfce) 


Oifis  Bovino     ■  Nmtendofts 
T»chnoA3ub/Dwot   |     Sports/TJt  | 
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Whither  the  Tundra 


By  Katliryn  Guerra 

To  hear  some  people 
tell  it,  the  Tundra  -  that  bit 
of  land  behind  the  library 
parking  lot  and  the  Plym- 
outh residences  -  is  gone 
for  good.  Its  lush  green  has 
been  replaced  by  the  cold  ce- 
ment of  the  newly  anointed 
School  of  Pharmacy.  Bit  by 
bit  throughout  the  summer, 
construction  crews  could  be 
seen  chipping  away  at  the 
grass  until  all  that  remained 
was  a  mound  of  dirt.  By  the 
time  most  of  us  came  back 
to  school  in  the  fall,  the  Tun- 
dra lay  prostrate  under  the 
wheels  of  heavy  machinery 
and  a  building  foundation 
fast  approaching  comple- 
tion. With  the  apparent  loss 
of  the  Tundra  imminent,  it 
seemed  that  no  better  time 
remained  to  have  answered 
pertinent  questions  about 


The  Tundra  was  used  for  pick-up 
Image:  WNEC 

this  intramural-sports- field/ 
picnic-area  turned  academic 
complex. 

The  Tundra  was  al- 
ways peculiar;  especially 
it's  name.  For  the  most  part, 
people  take  colloquially  ap- 
pointed soliloquies  at  face- 
value.  Plymouth  is  called 


sports  in  the  past. 


the  "nuts"  because,  obvi- 
ously, they  are  buildings 
shaped  like  donuts.  LaRiv- 
iere  Living  and  Learning 
Center  is  often  shortened  to 
"LaRiv."  Calling  a  grassy 
lawn  a  "tundra,"  however, 
made  little  sense.  The  his- 
tory of  the  Tundra  wasn't 


easy  to  come  by,  either.  It 
was  only  after  some  dig- 
ging -  pardon  the  pun  -  that 
the  quiet  history  of  this  be- 
loved chunk  of  land  slowly 
emerged. 

The  Tundra  origi- 
nally was  a  forested  valley 
or  "dingle,"  as  it  was  then 
locally  knovm.  In  1959  the 
northwestern-most  cor- 
ner adjacent  to  Wilbraham 
Road  was  cleared  accompa- 
nying the  building  of  Em- 
erson. What  we  today  call 
the  Tundra  wasn't  created, 
however,  until  the  college 
expanded  again  in  the  late 
1970's,  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  one-story  Plym- 
outh residence  units.  The 
land  separating  Plymouth 
from  the  rest  of  the  college, 
still  mostly  woods,  was 
cleared  and  leveled  with 

Continued  on  page  3 


Bryon  Motley  speaks  about  baseball's  Negro  Leagues  at  CAB 

Program 


By  Hannah  Berling 

On  Monday,  No- 
vember 9'*',  CAB  presented 
a  special  lecture  in  Sleith 
1 00  on  TTie  Negro  Leagues 
of  baseball.  The  lecture  fea- 
tured Bryon  Motley,  who  is 
currently  working  on  a  doc- 
umentary of  this  period  in 
baseball,  and  whose  father 
is  the  only  living  umpire  of 
the  leagues.  Motley  shared 
how  he  used  to  take  his  fa- 
ther's stories  for  granted, 
thinking,  "Oh  my  God,  here 
he  goes  again..."  every  time 
his  father  was  about  to  share 
something  with  him.  Today 
though.  Motley  is  using 
those  stories  to  build  a  doc- 
umentary that  he  has  been 
working  on  for  ten  years. 

Motley  used  a  Pow- 
erPoint to  share  with  the 
audience  some  important 
elements  of  the  leagues. 
He  pointed  out  how  a  lot 
of  the  Negro  League  teams 
took  their  names  from 
MLB  teams  and  just  added 
the  word  "black"  before 


the  name.  He  also  showed 
how  some  teams  came  up 
with  very  interesting  names 
of  their  own  ~  his  favor- 
ite being  the  Atlanta  Black 
Crackers.  He  shared  stories 
that  you  wouldn't  hear  from 
just  any  historian,  like  that 
Jackie  Robinson  was  in  fact 
not  the  1 "  African  American 
to  play  in  the  major  leagues. 
That  honor  should  actually 
go  to  Moses  Walker,  who 
played  in  the  MLB  for  one 
year  in  1886  before  racial 
tensions  forced  him  out. 
Through  his  presentation. 
Motley  was  able  to  open  the 
eyes  of  his  audience  mem- 
bers on  how  many  firsts  in 
baseball  the  Negro  Leagues 
provided,  including  the  first 
night  game,  the  first  trip 
baseball  took  to  Japan,  and 
the  first  use  of  helmets  and 
shin  guards. 

Motley  pointed  out 
key  players  in  the  organi- 
zation including  Satchel 
Paige,  Josh  Gibson,  James 
"Cool  Papa"  Bell,  as  well 
as  three  females  who  played 


Bryon  Motley 

Image:  Google 
in  the  leagues.  What  was 
interesting  to  hear  was  that 
often  players  in  the  leagues 
got  paid  little  to  nothing, 
and  many  of  them  had  other 
jobs  when  they  were  not 
playing  baseball.  Overall, 
the  night  was  informative 
and  eye-opening  to  what 
could  easily  be  considered 


the  start  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Movement.  It  is  a  period 
everyone,  baseball  fan  or 
not,  should  learn  about  and 
embrace. 

Byron  Motley  has 
a  master  in  music  from 
the  University  of  Califor- 
Continued  on  page  3 
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Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


Midnight  Madness  a  hit  once  again 


By  Hannah  Berling 

If  you  heard  strange 
noises  throughout  campus 
shortly  after  11  P.M.  on 
Friday,  November  6''',  you 
should  know  that  it  was 
not  the  strange  mating  calls 
of  a  wild  animal.  These 
sounds  were  coming  from 
the  AHLC,  where  horns  and 
various  other  noisemakers 
were  given  out  at  this  year's 
Midnight  Madness.  The 
night  represented  a  "clash 
of  the  classes"  and  com- 
memorated the  opening  of 
the  winter  sports  season. 

The  noisemakers 
came  in  the  colors  that  rep- 
resented the  classes  at  the 
event:  red  for  freshman, 
green  for  sophomores,  blue 
for  juniors,  and  yellow  for 
seniors.  Competitions  that 
took  place  between  class 
members  included  a  tug-o- 
war,  a  dizzy  bat  relay  race,  a 
three-point  shoot  out  (which 
the  junior  class  won  with  an 
amazing  3 1  three-pointers), 
a  round  of  dodge  ball,  and  a 
game  of  condiment  Twister. 

The  night  also  posed 
as  a  big  job  for  each  class's 
council.  These  council 
members  not  only  had  the 
task  of  handling  tickets, 
handing   out  noisemakers 


Midnight  Madness  was  an  exceptional  time  this  year. 
Image:  Adie  Giguere 


and  t-shirts,  and  cleaning 
up;  each  class  council  also 
put  together  a  class  dance  to 
perform  before  the  packed 
AHLC.  The  dances  were 
judged  by  special  guest 
judges,  and  in  the  end,  a 
winner  was  crowned  in  the 
sophomore  class. 

Points  were  award- 
ed each  event  depending 
on  which  place  each  class 
came  in.  This  year's  offi- 
cial winner  in  the  "clash  of 
the  classes"  was  the  junior 
class,  followed  by  the  fresh- 
man class  in  second,  the  se- 
nior class  in  third,  and  the 


sophomore  class  in  fourth. 

Midnight  Madness 
also  allowed  WNEC  stu- 
dents to  get  a  glimpse  at  this 
year's  winter  sports  teams. 
Each  team  was  announced 
and  came  in  throwing  Stu- 
dent Senate  Frisbees  into 
the  energized  audience  of 
their  peers.  All  the  teams 
looked  good  and  ready  for  a 
great  season.  Good  luck  to 
all  of  them! 

Overall,  the  night 
was  a  good  way  to  come  to- 
gether as  a  school  and  cel- 
ebrate a  tradition.  By  pur- 
chasing tickets  for  prizes. 


food,  and  t-shirts  at  various 
prices,  the  night  also  al- 
lowed a  large  sum  of  money 
to  be  collected  for  Spring- 
field area  charities.  While 
the  noisemakers  may  have 
added  a  strange  sound  to 
the  air  throughout  campus, 
it  was  all  in  the  name  of 
WNEC  spirit.  For  the  se- 
niors to  whom  this  was  the 
last  Midnight  Madness,  may 
the  memories  last  a  lifetime. 
For  students  of  all  the  other 
classes,  may  the  memories 
made  this  year  bring  you 
back  again  and  again! 


Last  Art  Gallery  talk  of  the  fall  presents  Peter  Barnett 


By  Adie  Giguere 

The  Western  New 
England  College  Art  Gal- 
lery welcomed  its  final 
showing  artist  of  the  semes- 
ter on  Thursday  evening, 
November  12th,  with  its 
Gallery  Talk  featuring  Peter 
Barnett.  "Nature's  Drama," 
Bamett's  24-piece  exhibit  of 
oil  paintings,  displays  gor- 
geous landscapes  of  trees, 
rocks,  bodies  of  water,  and 
skylines.  Barnett  laughed, 
telling  his  audience  that  an 
alternate  title  for  his  exhibit 
could  have  been,  "Clouds, 
Rocks,  and  Trees."  Beyond 
that,  however,  his  listeners 
left  with  knowledge  of  Bar- 
nett's  interesting  "open  air" 
painting  technique. 

"Open  air  painting" 
is  really  just  what  it  sounds 
like:  painting  outside,  in  na- 
ture, while  you  are  looking 
at  the  landscape.  Barnett 
explained  that  each  piece 
takes  approximately  an 
hour  to  complete,  and  rarely 


longer,  because  the  painter 
must  work  quickly  to  cap- 
ture the  moment  he  or  she  is 
observing. 

"I  love  wild  nature," 
said  Barnett,  which  is  why 
this  is  the  kind  of  painting 
for  him.  Practically  speak- 
ing, Barnett  joked  about 
being  outside  to  work,  say- 
ing, "I  better  not  drop  my 
brush!" 

The  excitement  of 
being  outside,  explained 
Barnett,  is  the  act  of  really 
seeing  something,  includ- 
ing its  form,  color,  texture, 
and  its  appearance  in  light, 
namely  sunlight.  He  also 
said  it  was  important  to  have 
an  attitude  toward  what  you 
see  and  want  to  paint,  much 
like  his  self-proclaimed 
"passion  for  rocks,"  which 
can  be  seen  in  pieces  exhib- 
ited like  "Building  Blocks." 
The  "religion"  of  the  open 
air  painter,  said  Barnett,  is 
to  create  something  "true 
to  that  moment."  His  work 
is  an  expression  of  this  reli- 


Pcler  Barnell 
Image:  Adie  Giguere 

gion. 

Bamett's  work  was 
well-received  by  the  audi- 
ence, and  he  answered  sev- 
eral questions  concerning 
his  specific  painting  prac- 
tices, including  how  many 
colors  he  usually  paints 
with  and  whether  he  paints 
in  the  winter  (zero  degrees 


is  his  record  for  coldest 
painting  excursion).  Barnett 
described  how  he  travels 
with  his  wife  to  paint  dif- 
ferent types  of  landscapes 
depending  on  the  season. 
Besides  landscapes,  Bar- 
nett also  enjoys  portraiture, 
liouse  portraits,  and  lately 
■  iniliscapes,"  thanks  to  his 
studio  space  at  The  Artists 
at  Indian  Orchard  Mills. 

Bamett's  paintings 
will  be  on  display  in  the 
Art  Gallery  until  December 
1 0th,  and  this  is  definitely 
an  exhibit  you  will  want  to 
see.  Their  likeness  to  pho- 
tography is  unbelievable, 
especially  when  you  take 
a  step  back  and  look  at  the 
paintings  from  a  distance. 
Bamett's  artwork,  as  well 
as  WNEC  Professor  Patri- 
cia Jenk's  art\vork,  can  also 
be  viewed  at  The  Artists  of 
Indian  Orchard  Mills  on 
34  Front  Street,  Indian  Or- 
chard, Massachusetts.  For 
more  information,  visit  in- 
dianOrchardmills.com. 
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Whither  the 
tundra  continued 

excess  fill  from  the  recent- 
ly excavated  Mass  Mutual 
site. 

Where  the  name 
"Tundra"  came  from,  how- 
ever, is  anyone's  guess. 
Dean  Zem  speculates  that 
it  was  coined  by  students 
walking  to  class  from 
Plymouth  on  frigid  win- 
ter days.  "Students  would 
cut  through,"  he  explained, 
"and  in  the  winter  this  area 
became  frozen  over  and  was 
nicknamed  by  students  'the 
frozen  tundra.'" 

After  hiring  former- 
president  Beverly  Miller,  the 
Tundra  underwent  a  trans- 


formation. It  was  she  who 
took  an  interest  in  the  land 
and  developed  it  for  pic- 
nics, pick  up  sports  games, 
and  other  impromptu  gath- 
erings. This  was  both  good 
and  bad.  According  to  Dave 
Kruger,  alumnus  (1972)  and 
current  Director  of  Special 
Projects,  the  college  has 
had  to  pay  for  its  fair  share 
of  car  windshields  smashed 
by  errant  baseballs. 

WNEC  had  long  set 
its  sights  on  developing  the 
Tundra,  but  was  initially  un- 
able to.  The  excess  fill  from 
Mass  Mutual  had  made  the 
soil  too  soft.  When  explor- 
atory holes  were  drilled  for 
Commonwealth  Hall,  the 
land  was  deemed  not  ap- 
propriate for  construction  at 


the  time  and  the  residence 
hall  was  put  instead  on  the 
old  Commonweahh  football 
field. 

In  2007.  with  spec- 
ulation about  a  School  of 
Pharmacy  and  the  added 
prestige  and  revenue  it 
would  bring,  the  Tundra's 
number  was  called  up 
again.  This  Ume  the  college 
determined  the  land  was  us- 
able and  began  construcfion 
on  the  126,000  square-foot, 
four  story  behemoth  cur- 
rently seen  behind  Emer- 
son. 

So,  what  will  hap- 
pen to  the  Tundra?  If  one 
looks  closely  at  the  blue- 
prints provided  by  Tessier 
Associates  of  Springfield 
in  the  Campus  Center,  you 


will  notice  something  inter- 
esting: a  targe  green  blob 
next  to  a  brown  building. 
That  blob  is  none  other  than 
our  Tundra. 

The  "staging  area" 
for  construction,  where  the 
trucks,  trailers,  and  extra 
construction  equipment  are 
located,  is  much  larger  than 
the  actual  building.  By  fenc- 
ing the  entire  space  in,  some 
students  and  faculty  (in- 
cluding myselO  were  given 
the  impression  that  the  en- 
tirety of  the  Tundra  was  go- 
ing to  be  used.  In  reality,  the 
land  that  comprises  the  new 
sciences  building  was  taken 
mostly  from  the  parking  lot 
that  used  to  be  behind  Em- 
erson, and  only  a  little  bit 
from  the  Tundra.  Plans  are 


to  leave  the  area  currently 
not  built  upon  as  a  grassy 
space  for  people  to  sit.  sun 
themselves,  picnic,  what- 
ever; only  not  play  pickup 
sports  games  (which  prob- 
ably weren't  that  safe  to  do 
near  a  busy  road  in  the  first 
place).  Instead,  more  field 
space  is  in  the  works. 

Yes,  parts  of  the 
Tundra  are  missing:  an  ac- 
cess road  has  been  created 
linking  the  library  parking 
lot  with  Evergreen  road. 
Yet,  for  the  most  part,  the 
Tundra  will  be  untouched 
-  a  little  flatter  than  it  once 
was  -  but  ultimately  the 
same.  A  place  for  students 
(and  faculty)  to  relax,  have 
fun,  and  enjoy  nature. 


CAB  Baseball 

EVENT  CONTINUED 


nia.  In  addition  to  being  a 
lecturer,  he  is  also  a  singer, 
photographer,  author,  and 
filmmaker.  Producer  Penny 
Marshall  (A  League  of  Their 
Own,  Cinderella  Man)  has 
recently  agreed  to  produce 
a  movie  of  the  screenplay 
Motley  has  written  about 
EfTa  Manley,  an  owner  of 
a  Negro  League  baseball 
team.  Motley's  father  has 
an  autobiography  entitled 
Ruling  over  Monarchs  and 
Giants,  which  Motley  cow- 
rote  with  him.   An  exhibit 


of  his  photography  work  is 
on  display  at  the  Baseball 
Hall  of  Fame,  and  his  Negro 
Leagues  documentary,  The 
Negro  Leagues  in  Baseball: 
An  American  Legend,  is  set 
to  be  finished  next  year.  For 
more  information  on  Bryon 
Motley  visit  www.bryon- 
motley.com. 

CAB  is  sponsoring  a 
trip  to  Cooperstown  and  the 
Baseball  Hall  of  Fame  on 
Saturday.  November  21'^'! 
Tickets  are  on  sale  now! 


Announcement:  Why  you  should  study  abroad 

Are  you  interested  in  taking  short  courses  or  studying  abroad?  Looking  for  some  information 
on  either  program?  Information  can  now  be  obtained  from  the  Learning  Beyond  the  Classroom 
Office  which  is  located  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Campus  Center. 

Top  10  Reasons  Why  You  Should  Study  Abroad: 

1 0.   It  helps  you  to  challenge  stereotypes  through  increased  cultural  awareness. 
9.   It  allows  you  to  build  relationships  with  new  people. 
8.  It  allows  you  to  explore  your  heritage. 
7.  it  expands  your  worldview. 

6.   Helps  develop  skills  and  gives  you  experiences  outside  of  the  classroom. 

5.   It  broadens  your  employment  opportunities. 

4.  It  allows  you  to  gain  a  new  perspective  about  your  own  country. 

3.  It  provides  you  with  the  opportunity  to  travel. 

2.  It  is  the  optimal  way  to  learn  another  language. 

1 .  It  allows  you  to  experience  another  culture  first-hand. 

Please  Contact  Dean  Ingham  for  more  information;  (413)  782-1279;  aingham((^wnec.edu 


f 


PIJBLM:  SAFE  IT  BLOTTER 


PUBLIC  SAFETY  MISSION  STATEMENT: 

"The  primary  mission  of  the  Western  New  England  College  Department  of  Public  Safety  is  to  protect  life  and  property. 
Fulfilling  our  obligations  to  the  College  Community,  we  enforce  Federal,  State  and  Local  Laws  as  well  as  College  rules 

AND  regulations.  We  ARE  DEDICATED  TO  THE  PREVENTION  AND  DETECTION  OF  CRIME.  WE  RECOGNIZE  OUR  RESPONSIBILITY  TO  PRESERVE 
INDIVIDUAL  RIGHTS  AND  AFFORD  DIGNITY  AND  RESPECT  TO  EVERY  INDIVIDUAL.STATELOGO.PNG 

We  are  COMMITTED  TO  BEING  RESPONSIVE  TO  OUR  COLLEGE  COMMUNITY  IN  THE  DELIVERY  OF  QUALITY  SERVICES.  We  PROVIDE 
COMPREHENSIVE  SECURITY  AND  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  SERVICES  TO  THE  COMMUNITY  THAT  ENABLES  A  MEMBER  TO  PURSUE  ACADEMIC  GOALS, 
INTELLECTUAL  PURSUITS,  AND  TO  LIVE,  WORK,  AND  STUDY  IN  AN  ENVIRONMENT  OF  SAFETY  AND  SECURITY. 


We  OFFER  EMERGENCY  MEDICAL  SERVICES,  24  HOURS  A  DAY.  OuR  STAFF  CAN  PROVIDE  A  WIDE  VARIETY  OF  PROGRAMS  TO  EDUCATE  STUDENTS 
ON  SUCH  ISSUES  AS  CRIME  PREVENTION,  DATE  RAPE,  AND  ALCOHOL  /  DRUG  AWARENESS.  OUR  OaiECTIVE  IS  TO  IMPROVE  THE  QUALITY  OF  LIFE 
THROUGH  COMMUNITY  PARTNERSHIP,  WHICH  PROMOTES  A  SAFE  AND  SECURE  CAMPUS." 


www.wnec.edu/dps  More  at:  http://wwwl.wnec.edu/dDs/index.cfni ?selection=doc.6901 
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Proposed  waste  incinerater  will  add  more  pollutants  to  WNEC  air 


By  Alexandra  Carter 


Many  of  the  issues 
that  linger  over  the  city  of 
Springfield  also  alTeci  the 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege campus.  The  newest 
and  most  pressing  of  these 
issues  is  the  proposed  cre- 
ation of  a  waste  incinerator 
in  Springfield.  A  company 
named  Palmer  Renewable 
Energy  has  begun  the  pro- 
cess of  acquiring  the  proper 
paperwork  needed  to  build 
a  Construction  and  De- 
molition (C&D)  wood  de- 
bris incinerator  in  the  Page 
Boulevard  neighborhood  of 
Springfield.  The  company 
claims  that  the  incinerator 
will  be  capable  of  provid- 
ing one-third  of  one  percent 
of  the  state's  electricity  by 
burning  up  to  900  tons  of 
debris  a  day.  For  Springfield 
and  for  the  WNEC  campus, 
this  is  a  dangerous  proposi- 
tion. 

C&D  incinerators 
bum  scrap  wood  debris  left- 
over from  construction  and 
demolition  sites.  The  burn- 
ing of  this  waste  leads  to  the 
release  of  dangerous  ele- 
ments and  pollutants  such 
as  lead,  arsenic,  mercury, 
and  carbon  dioxide  into  the 
atmosphere  —  into  Spring- 
field's atmosphere  if  the 
citizens  of  Springfield  and 
the  residents  of  this  college 
do  not  act  quickly. 


This  is  nof  something  we  want 
near  our  home. 

Image:  Google 


This  is  of  utmost 
importance  as  Springfield  is 
already  known  for  its  poor 
air  quality.  Children  who 
have  grown  up  in  SpniiLj- 
field  are  more  likely  to  t^ei 
asthma  than  other  children, 
and  their  blood  lead  levels 
are  twice  as  high  as  other 
kids  from  Massachusetts. 
The  air  that  we  breathe  on  a 
daily  basis  is  already  harm- 
ful, and  allowing  the  con- 
struction of  this  incinera- 
tor will  only  make  matters 
worse. 

Mr.  Stuart  Warner, 
the  Assistant  Bursar  here 
on  campus,  is  working  hard 
with  local  citizens  to  intro- 
duce this  issue  to  the  pub- 
lic. He  is  a  member  of  the 
"Stop  Toxic  Incineration  in 
Springfield"  group,  along 
with  about  25  other  individ- 
uals, including  local  experts, 
neighborhood  councilper- 
sons,  and  ordinary  citizens, 
who  have  heard  about  this 
incinerator  and  have  taken 
an  interest.  Professor  Ben- 
jamin Rajotte  of  the  Law 
School  is  also  participating 
and  giving  up  some  of  his 
personal  time  to  provide  le- 
gal work  for  the  project.  Mr. 
Warner  would  like  to  stress 
that  everyone  is  welcome  to 
join,  and  that  the  committee 
can  truly  benefit  from  any 
type  of  participation. 

In  addition  to  the 
fact  that  the  proposed  C&D 
incinerator   would  poison 


our  air.  Warner  says  that  an- 
other problem  with  the  proj- 
ect is  that  the  stale  has  tried 
to  keep  the  process  pretty 
qiiici.  The  state  has  tried 
to  sLigarcoat  the  project  by 
proposing  to  call  the  debris 
"fuel"  or  "recycled  wood." 
rather  than  the  "solid  waste" 
by  which  it  has  always  been 
known.  This  renaming  of 
the  debris  is  an  attempt  to 
fool  the  public  into  thinking 
that  the  incinerator  is  safe. 

Springfield  is  recog- 
nized by  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts as  an  Environ- 
mental Justice  Community, 
meaning  that  it  has  a  policy 
to  notify  the  public  when 
projects  of  this  type  are  pro- 
posed, hear  the  public's  in- 
put, and  constantly  review 
and  moderate  such  project 
based  on  this  information. 
According  to  the  group, 
none  of  this  has  occurred. 
This  is  a  problem  because 
not  only  is  it  allowing  this 
project  to  advance  un- 
checked, but  it  is  also  taking 
away  some  of  our  flmda- 
mental  rights  as  members  of 
this  community. 

Warner  describes 
the  incinerator  project  as 
something  that  is  impor- 
tant for  all  people  to  get 
involved  in.  "Heavy  metals 
are  becoming  increasingly 
blamed  for  health  issues," 
such  as  asthma,  he  says. 
This  incinerator  would  not 
only  pollute  the  earth,  but 


also  our  bodies. 

Warner  encourages 
people  to  take  action  and 
gel  involved  h\  cithi^T  iom- 
ing  the  "Stop  li'w.  liKinor- 
ation  in  Spniielickl"  unnip. 
or  by  aUcndiiiL;  Ihe  town 
meetings  thai  will  soon  be 
taking  place  [o  discuss  this 
issue.  "We're  tr>'ing  to  get 
people  to  show  up  to  show 
their  interest.  To  hear  what's 
going  on,"  he  says. 

The  first  of  two 
important  meetings  is  the 
Springfield  Public  Health 
Council  Meeting  taking 
place  this  Wednesday.  No- 
vember 18"',  at  6:00  PM. 
at  the  Pine  Point  Citizens 
Council.  The  second  is  a 
Department  of  Environ- 
mental Protection  air  per- 
mit hearing  scheduled  for 
Wednesday.  December 
2"''.  at  7:00  RM.  at  Ken- 
nedy Middle  School.  If 
any  students  are  interested 
in  learning  more  about  the 
C&D  waste  incinerator  be- 
ing proposed  for  downtown 
Springfield,  they  can  attend 
one  of  these  meetings,  con- 
tact Stuart  Warner,  or  visit 
the  "Stop  Toxic  Incineration 
in  Springfield"  website  at 
www.sprinsfieldincinera- 
tor.info. 


The  WNEC  Appeal:  Second  Edition 


By  Taryn  Sidney 


Western  New  Eng- 
land College  is  a  rather 
small  yet  successful  school. 
Our  increase  in  success  has 
lead  to  an  increase  in  the 
cost  of  attendance.  With  a 
newly  implemented  Pre- 
Pharmacy  program  and 
building,  as  well  as  new 
programs,  clubs,  and  facili- 
ties being  formed  or  built 
around  campus,  the  school 
has  reason  to  continue  to  in- 
crease in  price. 

While  to  some  the 
cost  of  attendance  is  reason- 
able, to  others  it  is  hard  to 
swallow.  Students  are  the 
primary  source  of  fund- 
ing for  this  institution  and 
without  them  there  would 


not  be  a  Western  New  Eng- 
land College.  So  why  not 
make  the  cost  more  student 
friendly?  Or  is  the  cost  al- 
ready student  friendly,  and 
students  fail  to  see  that? 

Every  student  has 
his  or  her  own  reasons  for 
finding  WNEC  appealing. 
Samantha  Hicks,  sopho- 
more Forensics  Bio  major, 
said  that  the  size  and  appear- 
ance of  the  campus,  as  well 
as  financial  aid,  people,  and 
the  professors,  were  among 
the  reasons  that  she  chose  to 
attend  WNEC.  In  her  opin- 
ion, it  is  definitely  worth  the 
money  to  be  here,  but  she 
also  admits  that  the  finan- 
cial package  was  a  perk. 

"The  teachers  make 
the  classes  fun  and  are  al- 


ways helpful,  which  makes 
the  academic  aspect  worth 
the  money,"  she  said. 

The  same  can  be  said 
for  Aaron  Chen,  sophomore 
Biology  major.  He  also  saw 
the  campus  size  and  appear- 
ance, as  well  as  his  financial 
package,  as  a  good  reason  to 
attend  WNEC.  Chen  thinks 
WNEC  is  a  good,  medium- 
size  liberal  arts  college,  and 
sees  benefits,  as  a  biology 
major,  of  the  new  Pharmacy 
building. 

"I  definitely  think 
that  it  is  worth  the  mon- 
ey," says  Chen.  "Honestly 
though,  without  the  finan- 
cial package,  I  would  have 
probably  had  to  go  a  state 
school." 

This  seems  like  a 


theme  among  most  stu- 
dents. Without  the  financial 
aid  from  WNEC  and  other 
sources,  some  students 
wouldn't  be  able  to  afTord 
attending  WNEC. 

As  to  where  the 
money  paid  goes,  student 
responses  were  much  more 
positive  than  expected. 
Hicks  and  Chen  agreed  that 
the  money  goes  toward  the 
flmding  of  the  Schools  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  Engi- 
neering, and  Business,  as 
well  as  toward  expanding 
the  campus  for  academic 
reasons,  such  as  the  Phar- 
macy School.  They  both 
also  agreed  that  they  would 
like  to  know  more  about 
where  the  tuition  money  is 
being  used  although  it  is 


"quite  visible  where  a  good 
portion  of  it  goes,"  said 
Hicks. 

Which  such  positive 
student  responses,  it  seems 
there  is  a  portion  of  students 
who  believe  that  tuition 
money  is  being  spent  on 
facilities,  residence  halls, 
and  other  such  things  that 
benefit  the  school.  There  is 
another  portion  of  students, 
however,  who  seem  to  be- 
lieve that  our  money  is  be- 
ing used  elsewhere.  Maybe 
the  cost  of  attendance  isn't 
so  bad  for  this  private  insti- 
tution, but  that  is  something 
diat  all  of  us  are  trying  to 
figure  out. 


EMTERTAIIVMENT 
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Movie  Review:  Boondock  Saints  2  -  All  Saints  Day 


By  Matt  Sirigu 


If  you're  not  already 
turned  off  by  the  clear  and 
present  danger  of  a  sequel  a 
decade  later  to  a  cult  classic 
like  Boondock  Saints,  or  a 
cheesy  prototypical  sequel 
surname  like  'All  Saints 
Day'  for  a  movie  ironically 
playing  off  the  title  of  saint; 
than  I'm  sure  the  lack  of 
showings  in  the  area  will 
completely  squash  you're 
interest. 

Don't  let  it,  and  allow 
me  to  continue,  because  this 
is  not  a  bad  review,  i  had  to 
travel  to  Hartford  to  see  it  a 
few  weeks  ago,  driven  by 
some  type  of  inexplicable 
interest  similar  to  that  which 
keeps  people  watching 
American  Idol  and  gawk- 
ing over  car  accidents.  1  just 
had  to  see  it,  and  I  must  say 
I  was  pleasantly  surprised. 

The  interest  for  a  se- 
quel has  been  discussed 
many  times  over  the  last  de- 
cade, but  never  really  came 
to  fruition  until  the  original 
film's  writer/director  Troy 
Duffy  was  able  to  obtain  the 
financing,  and  more  impor- 
tantly the  legal  rights,  for  a 
sequel. 

The  first  thing  to  note 
is  that  the  whole  crew  is 
back,  written  and  directed 
by  Duffy  again,  and  our  un- 


Boondock  Saints  2:  All  Suinis  Day  will  more  likely  than  not  leave  you  with  a  smile  on  your  face. 


Image:  Google 

forgiving  heroes  Sean  Pat- 
rick Flanery  and  Norman 
Reedus  return  as  the  Mac- 
Manus  brothers.  Noticeably 
ten  years  older,  the  time 
elapsed  has  been  worked 
adequately  into  the  screen- 
play and  logically  answers 
for  the  years  passed. 

The  problem  with  most 
sequels  are  that  they  forget 
why  they  came  from  where 
they  came  fi^om,  and  simply 
provide  a  Hollywood  story 
based  on  an  already  estab- 
lished concept,  without  re- 
ally fiirthering  the  topic's 
exploration.  'The  deuce' 
does  not  do  this. 


The  opening  is  a  little 
rocky,  seeming  slightly  out- 
landish and  nonsensical, 
and  we  soon  come  to  real- 
ize this  film  is  going  to  be 
unapologetically  badass.  In- 
stead of  dancing  around  the 
old  ideals  that  made  Boon- 
dock Saints  so  captivating 
to  15  to  25  year  olds  alike, 
they  remind  us  that  these  are 
fiery  assassins  with  no  for- 
giveness. 

Without  giving  away 
the  storyline,  all  you  need 
to  know  is  that  the  boys 
are  in  Boston  again,  sav- 
agely tracking  down  crimi- 
nals who  deserve  nothing 


more  than  two  Berettas  to 
the  back  of  the  head  and  a 
prayer. 

The  wonderfully  sur- 
prising thing  about  this  se- 
quel is  that  as  it  may  not  be 
as  awe  inspiring  as  the  orig- 
inal, quite  simply  because 
it  cannot  be,  because  we 
already  know  these  charac- 
ters. It  still  sticks  to  its  roots 
and  further  creates  the  kind 
of  morality  that  drives  these 
Irishmen  and  their  support- 
ers. 

It  doesn't  leave  behind 
the  morality  of  gun  sling- 
ing we  originally  found  so 
appealing;  it  unabashedly 


exploits  it  and  doesn't  look 
back.  All  Saints  Day  takes 
the  original  storytelling 
style  of  the  first  movie:  set- 
ting up  massacres,  then  cut- 
ting away,  and  explaining 
them  through  police  inves- 
tigations. Instead  of  dilut- 
ing this  original  style  with 
Hollywood  love  stories 
and  garb,  it  continues  right 
where  it  left  off. 

Remember  that  during 
the  credits  of  the  original, 
they  began  asking  people 
what  they  thought  of  the 
Saints,  and  public  opinion 
was  about  50/50  positive 
and  negative.  This  is  kind  of 
where  the  story  goes.  They 
explore  new  topics  that 
come  with  this  type  of  vigi- 
lante justice,  while  remain- 
ing centered  on  the  very 
strict  agenda  of  the  Saints. 

Essentially,  here's  what 
it  is.  Go  see  this  movie, 
but  don't  go  as  a  critic  and 
don't  go  as  a  snob.  Don't 
go  as  someone  who  thinks 
they  know  best  about  the 
Boondock  Saints,  because 
you  don't  -  the  creator  does. 
Go  as  a  fan.  go  and  remem- 
ber what  made  you  like  the 
first  one  so  much:  the  prin- 
ciples. Keep  an  open  mind, 
and  1  think  you'll  leave  the 
theatre  very  pleasantly  sur- 
prised. 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


Widmer  Brothers:  Drifter  noic:  ah  sn-deni.  imbibing 

alcohol  must  be  of  age.  Please  drink 


By  Canio  Carlucci  and  Adie  Ciguere 

The  Beer  Pros 


responsibly  and  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidelines  and  rules  leganJing  alcohol 
possession,  use,  and  procurement. 


For  this  issue's 
beer  review  we  de- 
cided to  take  a  sugges- 
tion from  a  friend  and 
try  Widmer  Brother's 
Drifter  Pale  Ale,  and 
speechless  is  the  only 
word  we  can  use  to 
describe  it.  Drifter  is 
a  very  unique  beer;  it 
has  aoold  vet  pleasant 
taste,  and  believe  it  or 
not,  It  is  sweet  and  cit- 
rus-tasting with  a  nice 
masculine  punch.  Af- 
ter some  research,  we 
found  that  the  sweet 
citrus  flavor  comes 
from  the  use  of  sum- 
mit hops,  while  most 
pale  ales  are  brewed 
with  cascade  hops. 
On  top  of  being  hands 


down  the  most  deli- 
cious beer  we  have 
reviewed  all  semester, 
it  is  light  enough  to 
drink  all  night  (iTyou 
can  afford  it  -  it  s  a 
little  more  expensive 
than  Busch  Light), 
Either  way,  a  nice  six 

gack  of  Drifter  would 
e  the  best  way  you 
could  possibly  start 
any  weekend  night. 
Drifter  is  a  beer  that 
everyone  of-age  ab- 
solutely must  try,  and 
we  award  Drifter  4,9 
out  of  5  beers  simply 
because  we  are  about 
to  head  back  to  Wynn 
and  pick  up  a  few 
more  six  packs  of  it! 


Driftei 
Rating 


tllll 


4.9/5  Beers 


GnenT^ 


By  Adie  Giguere 
It's  already  November!  IVIidterms  have  come  and  gone, 
and  Thanksgiving  break  is  around  the  comer.  Here 
are  some  ways  to  stay  green  now  that  it's  getting  dark 
earlier  and  colder  daily: 

1 .  Sunlight  is  generally  gone  by  5  P.M.  now,  so  people 
will  mainly  use  Inside  lighting  during  the  next 
couple  of  months.  With  this  In  mind,  turn  off  the 
lights  when  you're  leaving  a  room,  and  definitely 
when  you're  leaving  your  place. 

2.  Similarly,  save  energy  by  turning  off  electronics  like 
stereos  and  computers  when  you're  not  using  them. 
Also  try  to  turn  off  power  strips  that  won't  be  used 
overnight,  and  unplug  cell  phone  chargers  that  won't 
be  used  during  the  day. 

3.  As  It  gets  colder,  a  hot  coffee  or  tea  on  the  go  Is  a 
must.  Rather  than  wasting  throw-away  containers, 
bring  a  travel  mug  for  your  beverage  and  save 
resources. 
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Upcoming  Campus  Events 

11/16-11/20  Week  of  Hunger  &  Homelessness 

Thursday  Nov.  19th 

5:00  PM  Hunger  Banquet 

Bear's  Den 
(hosted  by  C.A.R.E.) 


Friday  Nov.  20th 

9:00  PM  Stealing  Jane  Concert 

Rock  Cafe 
(hosted  by  CAB) 


11:00  PM 


Late  Night  @  The  Rock 
Rock  Cafe 


Saturday  Nov.  21st 

7:30  AM  Trip  to  Cooperstown 

Cooperstown,  NY 
(hosted  by  CAB) 


11:00  PM 


Late  Night  @  The  Rock 
Rock  Cafe 


Sunday  Nov.  22nd 

2:00  PM  Campus  Golf 

Commonwealth  Lawn 
(hosted  by  Outing  Club) 

8:30  PM  Improv  on  the  Rocks 

Rock  Cafe 

(hosted  by  Improv  Troupe) 
Thanksgiving  Recess  Wed.  11/25  -  11/29 
Tuesday  Dec.  1st 

7:00  PM  Freshman  Focus  Program: 

Big  Money,  Big  Life 
Rivers  Arena 


RHA  Of  the  Month  Awards 

Hey  guys,  it's  Danielle  Remigio,  the  Recognition  Chairperson  for  the  Residence  Hall 
Association.  Every  month  people  submit  OTM's,  which  are  Of  the  Month  Awards,  and  I 
pick  the  winners.  People  are  recognized  for  many  things,  like  being  really  organized  or 
simply  lending  a  hand  to  someone  in  need!  Here  are  our  October  winners! 

Advisor  of  the  IVIonth: 

Matt  Scott 

Community  of  the  IVIonth: 

Hampden  Hall  Council 

Community  Service  Program  of  the  IVIonth: 

RHA  Bed  Race 

Custodial  Members  of  the  IVIonth: 

Southwood  Cleaning  Staff 

Educational  Program  of  the  Month: 

Senior  Success  Series:  Wine  Tasting  101 

Executive  Board  Member  of  the  Month: 

Meg  McNatt 

First  Year  Student  of  the  Month: 

Jameson  Sacco 

Organization  of  the  Month: 

Campus  Activites  Board 

Social  Program  of  the  Month: 

The  Haunted  Trail 

Spotlight  of  the  Month: 

LaRiv  Suite  207:  Pretty  in  Pink  Save  2nd  Base 

Student  of  the  Month: 

Katharyn  VogI 

If  you'd  like  to  recognize  someone,  an  organization,  or  a  program  put  on  around 
campus,  you  can  go  to  http://www.otms.nrhh.org  and  fill  out  the  form.  Any  other 
questions?  Email  me  at  danielle.remigio@gmaiI.com! 


^    iTunes  Top  Fives  ^ 


Compiled  By:  Adie  Glgtien 


Top  5  Songs: 

1 .  Need  You  Now  -  Lady  Antebellum 

2.  Fireflies  -  Owl  City 

3.  Bad  Romance  -  Lady  GaGa 

4.  TiK  ToK  -  KeSha 

5.  Replay  -  lyaz 


Writer's  Song  Pick:  Hard 
Young  Jeezy) 


Rihanna  (feat. 


iTunes  #/  Album: 
Before  I  Self  Desinici-  50 
Cent 


Top  5  Albums: 

1 .  Before  1  Self  Destruct  -  50  Cent 

2.  Glee:  The  Music,  Vol.  1  -  Glee  Cast 

3.  Play  On  -  Carrie  Underwood 

4.  Ocean  Eyes  -  Owl  City 

5.  The  Circle  -  Bon  .lovi 

Writer's  Album  Pick:  Ready  -  Trey  Songz 
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Dealing  with  stress 


By  Sarah  Carbone 


It's  safe  to  say  that  this 
is  the  time  in  the  semester 
when  stress  hits  us  badly. 
We  are  seeing  this  in  class 
workloads,  employment, 
extracurricular  and  other 
various  campus  activities. 
Stress  is  something  that  is 
very  different  and  special  to 
each  person.  Some  people 
go  to  the  gym  and  blow  off 
some  stream,  take  shelter  in 
the  form  of  music  therapy 
or  dance,  or  even  write,  as 
healthy  ways  to  deal  with 
stress.  While  the  previ- 
ous mentioned  methods  of 
stress  relief  are  more  posi- 
tive, there  are  obvious  nega- 
tive ways  of  relieving  stress. 

What  exactly  is  stress? 
Stress  is  the  physiological 
and  emotional  response  to 
the  demands  that  have  been 
set  on  someone  or  an  event 


Image:  Sarah  Carbone 


that  may  have  taken  place. 
When  your  brain  perceives 
any  type  of  threat,  it  releas- 
es hormones  to  gear  up  for 
fight-or-flight.  Normally, 
when  the  threat  diminishes, 
your  body  and  hormone 
level  return  to  normal. 
However,  when  one  starts 
to  become  overwhelmed 
with    personal  problems, 


schooiwork,  etc.,  this  sys- 
tem in  the  body  has  a  tough 
time  shutting  down,  and 
we  see  the  effects  of  stress. 
This  can  come  in  the  form 
of  headaches,  back  pain, 
irritability  and  emotional 
outbursts,  stomachaches, 
sleep  problems,  relation- 
ship/friendship conflicts, 
eating  disturbances,  sadness 
or  anger,  and  the  dangerous 
use  and  abuse  or  drugs  and/ 
or  alcohol. 

Once  you  have  iden- 
tified stress  as  a  problem 
in  you  life...  what  do  you 
do  next?  Think  about  what 
makes  you  relax  and  clear 
your  head.  This  can  be  the 
easiest  thing  to  calm  the 
stress  in  the  short-term  out- 
look. For  example,  take 
some  time  to  meditate,  or 
even  count  to  specific  num- 
ber in  your  head,  to  get  your 
breathing    under  control. 


There  are  various  active 
ways  to  deal  with  stress. 
As  mentioned  before,  going 
to  the  gym  is  very  popular 
among  students  to  alleviate 
stress.  Yoga,  Tai  Chi,  and 
Aikido  are  also  an  active 
way  to  relax.  Another  sim- 
ple thing  to  look  at  is  your 
diet;  your  body  reaps  the 
benefits  of  a  healthy  diet. 
Make  sure  you  are  eating 
balanced  meals 

Cognitive  therapy  is 
also  a  popular  way  of  deal- 
ing with  stress.  For  exam- 
ple, if  you  realize  that  you 
have  a  heavy  workload,  in- 
stead of  fi"eaking  out  about 
it  and  getting  stressed  out, 
sit  down  and  make  an  out- 
line of  what  needs  to  be 
done.  Modify  your  response 
to  the  workload,  turn  it  into 
something  positive,  and  get 
your  work  done.  Think  of 
how  good  you  will  feel  af- 


ter it  has  been  completed.  If 
stress  gets  too  severe,  it  can 
lead  to  depression;  in  that 
case,  medication  or  others 
forms  of  therapy  are  com- 
mon uses. 

The  main  thing  is  to 
keep  your  stress  level  in 
check.  Yes,  everyone  gets 
stressed  out  from  time  to 
time,  but  they  key  is  to 
learn  how  to  channel  that 
stress  into  positive  energy 
and  deal  with  it.  Also,  learn 
the  warning  signs  and  to 
identify  when  your  body  is 
telling  you  it's  had  enough. 
Take  these  tools,  put  them 
to  good  use,  and  have  a  hap- 
py and  healthy  rest  of  the 
semester! 

The  educational  infor- 
mation in  this  article  is  cred- 
ited to  Lauren  Dansereau, 
Health  Educator  from 
Health  Services  at  Western 
New  England  College. 


Enjoy  Wendy's  Late  Night 
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Let  leaves  live 


By  Hannah  Berling 

If  you  grew  up  in 
New  England,  you  probably 
have  countless  memories  of 
being  young  and  being  (as 
we  New  Englanders  say) 
"wicked"  happy  when  fall 
rolled  around.  Personally, 
1  can  recall  standing  outside 
and  just  waiting  for  the  right 
gusl  of  wind;  one  blow  and 
the  leaves  would  fall  from 
the  trees  and  float  grace- 
fully down  to  the  ground. 
1  would  stand  in  my  drive- 
way and  wait  for  this  mo- 
ment, and  when  it  happened 
1  would  try  to  catch  as  many 
leaves  as  possible.  Once  a 
large  amount  of  leaves  blan- 
keted my  yard  and  driveway, 
I  would  watch  as  my  mom 
or  dad  raked  them  into  ir- 
resistible giant  piles.  When 
they  were  done  I  would  wait 
for  their  okay  and  then  run 
full  speed,  throwing  myself 
into  the  newly  formed  heap 
of  leaves.  If  you  grew  up 
in  New  England  and  don't 
have  memories  close  to  this 
then  you  never  really  em- 
braced  autumn.  
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Now  I  find  myself  19 
years  old  and  in  college,  but 
the  child  in  me  never  died. 
I  have  still  stood  outside 
and  watched  the  leaves  float 
gently  onto  the  quad  yard 
or  the  brick  pathways  near 
the  academic  buildings.  1 
still  find  myself  shufiling 
my  feet  through  the  piles  of 
the  red,  orange,  and  yellow 
leaves  thai  accumulated  on 
the  sides  of  the  paths.  The 
autumn  leaves  are  for  me  an 


into  those  vacuums  with  the 
leaves. 

From  that  day  on, 
nearly  once  a  week  I  would 
watch  as  newly  fal  len 
leaves  were  pushed  into 
these  vacuums  and  driven 
away.  Every  week  1  longed 
to  have  them  back.  Then  a 
couple  weeks  ago.  as  some 
ft-iends  and  1  were  walking 
back  to  my  dorm,  1  saw  it:  a 
giant  pile  of  leaves  just  sit- 
ting untouched  on  the  lawn 
of  the  quad.  I  pointed  it  out 
to  the  group  1  was  with  and 
said.  "We  have  to  jump  in 
them."  I  ran  and  went  for 
it,  and  while  some  people 


may  have  looked  at  me  like 
I  was  crazy,  1  didn't  mind. 
I  was  back  to  my  childhood 
and  it  was  still  just  as  fun  as 
it  was  then.  About  an  hour 
later  the  leaves  were  gone, 
vacuumed  up  like  all  those 
before  them. 

Sometimes  college  stu- 
dents need  to  be  brought 
back  to  their  childhood  and 
one  easy  way  to  let  that  hap- 
pen is  to  simply  let  the  leaves 
live.  Eliminate  the  vacu- 
ums and  keep  the  memories 
of  wonderful  New  England 
autumns  alive. 


escape.  Ihey  allow  nie  to 
feel  like  a  kid  again  and  can 
make  stresses  vanish  even 
if  just  for  a  minute  or  two. 
Then  one  day  on  my  way  to 
class,  I  saw  something  that 
I  could  never  have  imag- 
ined. Right  before  my  eyes 
my  beloved  leaves  were 
being  pushed  into  a  giant 
vacuum  to  vanish  forever. 
I  was  devastated;  it  was  as 
if  autumn  and  my  child- 
hood  were  being  pushed 
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Freshman  roomate  switch  frenzy 

clothing  thrown  all  over,  or  doesn't 


By  Maurica  McDougale 

Attention  all!  The 
grace  period  is  officially 
over!  It  has  only  been  ap- 
proximately two  months 
since  school  began  and 
there  have  already  been 
several  roommate  changes 
in  the  fi"eshman  class. 

It  seems  that  people 
really  begin  to  show  their 
true  colors  after  a  couple  of 
months.  It  is  sad  when  you 
realize  that  the  person  you 
are  expected  to  have  the 
closest  bond  with  is  actually 
the  person  you  loathe.  The 
ireshman  college  experi- 
ence is  a  crucial  part  of  your 
entire  college  experience 
and  having  a  roommate 
that  is  just  flat  out  no  good 
for  you  makes  life  a  tad  bit 
harder. 

I  have  talked  with 
several  people  who  have 
made  roommate  switches  to 
see  what  the  problem  was. 
In  one  particular  case,  the 
roommates  didn't  get  along 
because  one  had  disgusting 
habits.  I  can  definitely  un- 
derstand wanting  to  move 
out  of  a  room  that  has  dirty 


not  live  with  a  roommate 
who  doesn't  shower  often 
enough.  Not  only  is  it  re- 
pugnant, but  it's  rude.  This 
poor  treshman  was  so  upset 
she  moved  to  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent building  to  get  away 
from  her  ex-roommate. 

Another  problem 
is  opposite  personalities. 
There  were  two  instances 
in  which  roommates  sim- 
ply didn't  like  each  other. 
One  roommate  would  come 
into  the  room  and  the  other 
would  leave.  Unfortunately, 
lies  were  told  and  things  got 
out  of  hand. 

Roommates  with 
double  standards  really 
make  it  hard  to  live  with 
them.  It  was  okay  for  them 
to  do  something  to  you,  but 
if  you  were  to  turn  around 
and  carry  out  the  same  ac- 
tion it  is  "incredibly  wrong." 

It  also  causes  prob- 
lems when  one  roommate 
tries  to  have  the  dominate 
personality  and  the  other 
doesn't  allow  them  to  walk 
all  over  them,  which  leads 
to  loud  arguments. 

It  especially  doesn't 
help  when  your  roommate 


trust  you.  There 
were  a  few  situations  in 
which  one  roommate  was 
falsely  accused  of  stealing 
the  other's  items. 

Speaking  from 
personal  experience  after 
having  moved  myself,  it  re- 
ally sucks  living  with  some- 
one you  don't  like.  1  think 
it's  best  for  friendships  if 
friends  don't  live  together. 
Things  seem  to  always  be 
okay  outside  of  the  room, 
but  when  they  are  together 
it  goes  downhill.  Many  of 
the  roommates  interviewed 
tried  to  initially  ignore  the 
problems  going  on,  but 
found  that  there  was  only  so 
much  they  could  take.  Even 
trying  to  be  the  bigger  per- 
son and  talk  problems  out 
doesn't  work  when  you  have 
an  immature,  selfish  room- 
mate who  refuses  to  change 
his  or  her  ways.  Many  find 
that  there  is  no  point  in  try- 
ing anymore  and  move  out. 
Fortunately,  in  most  cases, 
the  switch  was  an  improve- 
ment and  those  interviewed 
seem  happy  thus  far.  Al- 
though potential  friendships 
were  ruined,  hopeftilly  new 
ones  will  flourish. 


Holiday  spending 


By  Taiany  Goulart 


With  Black  Fri- 
day almost  around  the  cor- 
ner, the  holiday  season  is 
quickly  approaching.  In  a 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege Polling  Institute  survey 
about  the  national  economy 
in  October,  interviewees 
from  Massachusetts  were 
asked;  As  the  holiday  sea- 
son approaches,  do  you  plan 
to  spend  more,  the  same 
amount,  or  less  money  on 
gifts  than  you  spent  last 
year?  Survey  results  report- 
ed that  2%  of  all  adults  said 
more,  50%  said  the  same 
amount,  47%  said  less,  and 
1%  said  they  don't  know/ 
refused  to  answer.  As  ev- 
ery college  student  knows, 
we  barely  have  any  money 
to  spare,  let  alone  spend 
on  other  people.  With  our 
meals  consisting  of  Ramen 
Noodles,  week  old  left- 
overs, and  Easy  Mac,  the 
thought  of  the  holiday  sea- 
son approaching  may  get 
some  of  us  hesitant  to  spend 
extra  money  on  gifts. 

CNN  Money  reports 
that  as  holidays  come  near. 


consumers  should  not  ex- 
pect bargains  to  get  any 
better,  because  retail  store 
are  holding  less  products 
to  avoid  being  left  with  un- 
sold items  in  the  New  Year. 
Due  to  this,  demand  will 
be  higher,  which  allows  for 
higher  prices.  Retail  ex- 
perts say  that  their  number 
one  tip  for  gift  shoppers  this 
year  is  to  grab  what  you 
want  when  you  see  it.  The 
National  Retail  Federation, 
the  industry's  largest  trade 
group,  expects  holiday  sales 
will  decline  1  percent  this 
year.  Smartphones,  gaming 
consoles,  and  e-readers  will 
be  the  hot  picks  this  year. 

Here  are  a  few  tips  to 
smart  spending  this  season: 
set  a  low  amount  with  Se- 
cret Santa  gift  exchanges 
(which  will  help  your  circle 
of  friends  spend  less),  bud- 
get your  holiday  spend- 
ing, make  a  list  and  stick 
to  it,  pay  with  cash,  take 
advantage  of  sale  items,  al- 
ways remember  that  it's  the 
thought  that  counts,  and  a 
batch  of  cookies  with  a  bow 
goes  a  long  way. 
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PUZZLES 


ACROSS 

1  Con  game 
5  Martian 

vessel 
8  A  really  long 

time 

12  Imogene  ol 
"Your  Show 
of  Shows' 

13  Tier 

14  Sman-phone 
name 

1 5  Iowa  city 

16  Ounce 

18  Lucille  Ball, 
notably 

20  "-  Landing" 

21  Hostel 

22  Mainiander's 
souvenir 

23  Lost  color 
26  Minuteman's 

foe 

30  Raw  rock 

31  Journal 

32  Altar 
affirmative 

33  Sailor's  wool 
jacket 

36  Bravery 

38  Crone 

39  Women's  - 

40  Costoevsky's 
Prince 

Mysfikin,  e.g. 
43  Heavy  fog 
47  Man 

Brottiers 

movie 

49  Look 
lecherously 

50  Duel  tool 


51  Ivlimic 

cookie 

35  Feedbag  fill 

52  Nevada  city 

10  ■Swell!" 

36  By  way  of 

53  Disarray 

1 1  Lays  down 

37  Soak  up 

54  Uncooked 

the  lawn 

39  Warner  Bros 

55  Pod  dweller 

17  Supplement- 

skunk Pepe 

ed,  with  "out" 

40  Same  as 

DOWN 

19  Conclusion 

above 

1  Cicatrix 

22  Journey 

41  Put  one  over 

2  Atrive 

segment 

on 

3  Stared  100 

23  Burst  — 

42  Summertime 

on 

24  "All  the 

desserts 

4  Old  name  for 

Things  Vou  -" 

43  Imago-in- 

a  5-iron 

25  Meadow 

training 

5  City-related 

26  Deteriorate 

44  Curved 

6  Comestibles 

27  Lubricate 

molding 

7  Possess 

28  Big  bother 

45  Arm  bone 

8  Of  a  cultural 

29  Craggy  peak 

46  Drudge 

group 

31  Trail  behind 

48  Galley 

9  Sandwicti 

34  Throttles 

implement 

'--  ?(HIS  King  {■c.iriire*  Syrvl..  Int 

Do  you  draw? 

Have  a  good 
sense  of 
humor? 


The  Westerner  is 
looking  for  a  cowic 
artists  to  submit 
one  comic  per  issue 


If  Intereited  please  contact  ui  at: 
thcweitertierinovahoo.eom 


Wishing  WelF 


SR  1  ANPORDG 
8325286546 
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W   M    O    S    O  H 


t     P    T  L 


E    B     I     D    R  L 


H    U    R    S    E  E 


HERE  IS  A  PLEASANT  LITTLE  GAME  thai  will  gives  you  a; 
message  every  day.  ll'sa  numerkal  puzzte  designed  to  spell^ 
oul  your  fortune  Count  the  letters  in  your  first  name.  If  the 
number  of  letters  is  6  or  more,  subtract  4.  If  Ihe  number  is  tess' 
(hen  6,  add  3.  The  result  Is  your  Key  number  Start  at  the  up-, 
per  left-hand  comer  and  check  one  of  your  key  numbers,  leftj 
to  hghl.  Then  read  Ihe  message  the  letters  under  the, 
checked  figures  give  you. 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  i 


r  Moderate   *  ■*  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOY! 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


r  Moderate   *  *  Challenging 
*  ★  *  HOO  BOY! 


Go  Figure  1 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  Ihe 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  ★ 


*  Moderate  *  *  Difficult 
***  GO  FIGURE! 
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Go  Figure  2 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  *  *  * 


*  Moderate  *  *  Difficult 
***  GO  FIGURE! 
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SPORTS 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


WRESTLING 

MEN'S  ICE  HOCKEY 

11/21/2009 

Springfield  Doug  Parker  Invitational             10:00  AM 

11/19/2009 

Curry  College 

7:35  PM 

12/5/2009 

Southern  Maine  T.  Reese  Invitational            1 0:00  AM 

11/21/2009 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology  8:15  PM 

12/11/2009 

Rhode  Island  College                             7:00  PM 

11/24/2009 

Franklin  Pierce 

7:15  PM 

1/9/2010 

Norwich  Noon 

12/3/2009 

Becker  College 

7:25  PM 

1/16/2010 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute  Noon 

12/5/2009 

Salve  Regina  University 

1:45  PM 

1/24/2010 

NE WA  Dual  Championship  at  Springfield       1 0:00  AM 

12/1 1/2009 

S.U.C.  at  Brockport 

7:00  PM 

1/29/2010 

Wesleyan                                             7:00  PM 

Iz/ 1  z/zUUV 

S.U.C.  at  Genesee 

7:00  PM 

2/3/2010 

Springfield                                          4:00  PM 

1/15/2010 

S.U.C.  at  Fredonia 

/.uu  rivi 

2/3/2010 

American  International  College                4:00  PM 

1/16/2010 

S.U.C.  at  Fredonia 

3:00  PM 

2/3/2010 

Springfield  Technical  Community  College    4:00  PM 

1/21/2010 

Suffolk  University 

7:25  PM 

SWIMMINO 

MEN'S  BASKETBALL 

11/20/2009 

Western  Connecticut  State  University             6:00  PM 

11/17/2009 

Brldgewater  State  College 

7:00  PM 

Gordon  College                                    1:00  PM 

11/20/2009 

Mount  Saint  Mary  (N.Y.) 

5:30  PM 

12/2/2009 

Westfield  State  College                           7:00  PM 

11/21/2009 

Clark  or  Framingham  State 

TBA 

12/4/2009 

The  CCCCS                                            6:00  PM 

11/24/2009 

Keene  State  College 

7:00  PM 

iz/->/2uoy 

TheCCCCS                                            10:00  AM 

12/1/2009 

Elms  College 

o.uu  rlvi 

12/12/2009 

University  of  New  England                          1:00  PM 

12/3/2009 

Fisher  College  (Mass.) 

7:00  PM 

1/13/2010 

Regis  College  Weston,  Mass.                      6:00  PM 

12/5/2009 

Lyndon  State  College  (Vt.) 

1 :00  PM 

1/13/2010 

Bentley                                               6:00  PM 

12/10/2009 

Hartwick  College 

7:00  PM 

1/15/2010 

Saint  Joseph's  College                              7:00  PM 

12/12/2009 

Union  College 

4:00  PM 

l/Io/ZUlO 

Assumption                                         1:00  PM 

1/7/2010 

Westfield  State  College 

7:30  PM 

WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 

11/17/2009 

Mount  Holyoke  College 

7:00  PM 

11/21/2009 

Bay  Path  College 

5:00  PM 

11/22/2009 

Norwich  or  Trinity 

TBA 

12/1/2009 

Elms  College 

8:00  PM 

12/5/2009 

Becker  College 

1:00  PM 

12/8/2009 

Fitchburg  State  Co 

lege 

7:00  PM 

12/10/2009 

Mount  Ida  College 

6:00  PM 

12/12/2009 

Union  College 

2:00  PM 

1/5/2010 

Lasell  College 

7:00  PM 

1/9/2010 

Curry  College 

1:00  PM 

1/12/2010 

Roger  Williams  University 

5:30  PM 

1/14/2010 

Emerson  College 

7:30  PM 

FALL 
ATHLETICS 

Football: 

Wins:  6 
Losses:  4 
Ties: 0 

Women's  Soccer: 

Wins:  10 
Losses:  9 
Ties:  2 

Men's  Cross 
Counfry: 

Placings:  1/9.  4/9,  34/48 

Women's  Tennis: 

Wins:  11 
Losses:  4 
Ties:  0 

Congratulations  to  all  the 
fall  sports  teams  on  an 
excellent  season! 

Men's  Soccer: 

Wins;  16 
Losses:  S 
Ties:  4 

Field  Hockey: 

Wins:  5 
Losses:  14 
Ties: 0 

Women's  Cross 
Country: 

Placings:  9/15,  6/9,  45/47 

Volleyball: 

Wins:  27 
Losses:  10 
Ties:  0 

Golden  Bears  extend  season:  Advance  to  NCAA  Tournament  with  Conference 

Championship 


SPORTS 


Congratulations  to  the  soccer  learn  for  their  outstanding  performance  thus  far!!! 
Image:  WNEC  Athletics 


By  Anthony  Camardi 

The  men's  soccer 
team  has  clinched  a  spot  in 
the  Men's  NCAA  Division 
III  National  Tournament 
with  their  recent  champion- 
ship in  the  Commonwealth 
Coast  Conference.  They 
used  their  home  field  ad- 
vantage throughout  the  con- 
ference playoffs  to  knock- 
oft'  three  opponents,  the 
University  of  New  England, 
Gordon  College,  and  Went- 
worth  Institute  of  Technolo- 
gy, on  their  way  to  their  third 
straight  conference  title  and 
sixth  straight  NCAA  bid. 
The  team's  most  recent  vic- 
tory was  in  the  conference 
finals  against  Wentworth 
last  Saturday,  Nov.  7th. 
This  was  a  four  to  nothing 
effort  with  goals  from  Jason 
Sabia,  John  Parsons,  Corey 
Howard,  and  Kienan  Gam. 
Kyle  Bak  also  contributed 
with  his  record  setting  elev- 
enth shutout  of  the  season. 
WNEC  finished  the  season 
with  a  record  of  15  wins,  5 
losses,  and  3  ties,  and  are 
looking  for  more  success 
in  the  NCAA  tournament  to 
come. 

"Advancing  to  the 
NCAA  tournament  is  a  great 
accomplishment  for  us  con- 
sidering the  slow  start  we 
got  off  to  this  year,"  said  ju- 
nior forward  and  midfielder 
John  Parsons.  "With  our  re- 
siliency throughout  the  sea- 
son we  were  able  to  get  the 
top  seed  in  the  conference 
playoffs,  win  a  conference 
championship,  and  earn  a 
spot  in  the  NCAA  tourna- 
ment. This  is  something 
special,  being  that  we  are 
able  to  consistently  be  at  the 
top  year  after  year,  which 
says  something  about  this 
program." 

The  Golden  Bears 
got  off  to  a  slow  start  this 
year,  going  winless  in  four 
of  their  first  seven  games. 
The  team  only  lost  one  game 
in  regulation  all  of  last  year. 
This  loss  came  in  the  first 
game  of  the  2008  season. 

"Our  record  is  not 
reflective  on  the  way  we 
have  been  playing,"  said 
head  coach  Erin  Sullivan. 
"Our  defense  has  been  solid 
and  we  have  been  getting 
many  shots.  Our  problem 
now  is  the  scoring  drought 


we  seem  to  be  in.  The  way 
for  us  to  get  out  of  this 
drought  is  to  get  better  op- 
portunities and  finish  our 
chances.  Goals  change  the 
whole  complexion  of  the 
game  and  this  team  has 
great  potential  to  put  up  big 
numbers." 

Since  the  3  and  4 
start,  the  Golden  Bears  have 
lost  only  once  in  their  last 
sixteen  games,  winning  thir- 
teen and  tying  two  of  those 
games.  One  of  those  wins 
came  in  penalty  kicks  in  the 
semifinals  against  Gordon 
College  as  they  were  tied 
0-0  after  regulation  and  two 
overtime  periods.  A  big 
part  of  the  team's  success 
this  year  was  the  play  of  se- 
nior goaltender  Kyle  Bak, 
of  Cumberland,  RI,  who  has 
picked  up  eleven  shutouts 
in  twenty  one  games  played 
and  only  allowed  six  goals 


all  season.  Other  key  con- 
tributors to  the  team's  suc- 
cess this  year  have  included 
senior  forward  and  leading 
scorer  Jason  Sabia,  who 
has  racked  up  six  goals  and 
seven  assists  for  a  total  of 
19  points  on  the  year.  Ju- 
nior midfielder  Justin  Mar- 
tins has  also  had  a  good  year 
as  he  picked  up  8  goals  and 
2  assists  for  18  points  for 
himself  and  the  team. 

'T  believe  that  the 
strength  of  the  team  comes 
from  our  chemistry,"  Par- 
sons said.  "The  camarade- 
rie and  humor  that  comes 
with  our  hard  work  and 
dedication  from  our  seniors 
all  the  way  down  to  the 
freshman  has  allowed  us  to 
have  a  very  successful  sea- 
son, and  hopefijlly  this  will 
lead  us  deep  into  Uie  NCAA 
tournament." 

In  the  first  round  of 


the  tournament  WNEC  will 
be  going  up  against  Bab- 
son  College,  winners  of  the 
New  England  Women's  and 
Men's  Athletic  Conference 
(NEWMAC).  They  com- 
piled a  record  of  15  wins,  5 
losses,  and  1  tie.  Tliis  game 
will  lake  place  on  Saturday, 
November  14"'  in  Middle- 
town,  CT.  at  Wesleyan  Col- 
lege. With  a  win  on  Satur- 
day, WNEC  would  advance 
to  the  second  round  and 
face  the  winner  of  Wesley- 
an College  in  Connecticut 
versus  St.  Joseph's  College 
from  Maine  at  the  same  lo- 
cation on  Sunday,  Novem- 
ber 15^ 

"The  success  of  the 
team  this  year  has  come 
from  a  full  29-man  effort," 
said  Coach  Sullivan.  "Ev- 
eryone on  the  team  has 
confributed  in  some  way.  1 
want  to  stress  the  depth  that 


this  team  has.  We  had  great 
goaltending  from  Kyle  Bak 
all  year.  Marco  Gomes 
came  up  huge  for  us  at  the 
sweeper  position,  and  our 
backline  was  solid  as  we 
had  a  record  setting  fifteen 
shutouts  as  a  team  this  year. 
We  had  players  named  to 
the  All  Conference  team, 
and  it  was  just  a  consistent 
effort  put  forth  throughout 
the  year  by  everyone.  But 
we  need  to  continue  to  play 
strong  defensively,  calcu- 
late our  risks  better,  and 
capitalize  on  our  opportuni- 
ties as  the  tournament  will 
present  us  with  more  dy- 
namic teams  and  talented 
individuals  to  go  up  against. 
We  will  need  our  best  effort 
if  we  want  to  advance." 
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Athlete  of  the  Issue 


By  Matt  Sirigu 


The  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  volleyball 
team  is  riding  high  now, 
burning  on  all  cylinders  as 
they  finish  up  the  best  sea- 
son in  school  history,  much 
to  the  credit  of  a  new  coach 
and  senior  outside  hitler  Ra- 
chel Cervone. 

Rachel,  a  West  Spring- 
field native  and  senior  busi- 
ness management  major, 
has  been  a  key  role  for  the 
Golden  Bear  volleyball 
team  since  her  freshman 
year,  earning  a  starting  spot 
and  impacting  the  team  al- 
most immediately. 

This  year  has  shaped 
up  to  be  exactly  what  one 
would  expect  fi-om  a  four- 
year  starter.  Leading  the 
team  in  kills  and  second  in 
digs,  she's  the  teams  lead- 
ing scorer  and  has  accumu- 
lated a  number  of  honors, 
including  most  recently  be- 
ing named  to  the  All-TCCC 
First  Team. 

Cervone  has  been  on  a 
particular  hot  streak  in  the 
last  few  weeks,  putting  to- 
gether quite  an  impressive 
series  of  games  during  the 
Commonwealth  Coast  Con- 
ference tournament;  com- 
mitting a  combined  57  kills 


Rachel  Cervone 
Image:  IVNEC  Athlelics 

and  33  digs,  averaging  a 
double-double  throughout. 

Starting  out  at  West 
Springfield  High,  Rachel 
has  been  playing  volleyball 
for  8  years  now,  and  admits 
it  wasn't  such  smooth  sail- 
ing to  begin.  She  recalls 
particular  trouble  just  hit- 
ting the  ball  her  freshman 
year  of  high  school. 

Rachel  credits  her 
teammates  for  playing 
well,  too,  citing  junior  set- 
ter Katharina  Boes  as  par- 
ticularly playing  well  and 


accenting  her  recent  good 
play.  Cervone  says,  "She 
sets  me  up,  and  you  know,  1 
hit  them  down." 

When  asked  about  the 
season  on  the  whole  and 
what  it  was  like  working 
with  a  new  coach,  Cervone 
remembers  having  a  bit  of 
trouble  early  in  the  season 
transitioning  to  a  new  coach 
after  3  years  with  another. 

"1  was  having  trouble 
in  the  beginning,  but  1  went 
to  her  [Kait  Kozak]  office 
to  talk  to  her,  and  we  had 
a  heart  to  heart,  smoothed 
everything  out,  and  things 
have  been  great  since,"  says 
Cervone. 

Most  recently  Ra- 
chel and  the  Golden  Bears 
toppled  Endicott  3-1  here 
in  Springfield  in  front  of  a 
lively  home  crowd  in  the 
opening  round  of  the  ECAC 
(Eastern  College  Athletic 
Conference)  Division  III 
New  England  Champion- 
ship. 

Their  next  match  will 
be  Saturday  at  Plymouth 
State,  the  defending  ECAC 
Div.  Ill  New  England  tour- 
nament champions. 


As  fall  sports  close,  let  winter 
sports  begin 


By  Anthony  Camardi 


With  the  fall  sports 
season  coming  to  an  end,  the 
winter  season  has  kicked  off 
with  a  bang  during  Midnight 
Madness,  where  all  the  win- 
ter teams  were  introduced 
and  festivities  were  held. 
The  teams  taking  action  in 
intercollegiate  sports  this 
winter  will  be  the  men's  and 
women's  basketball  teams, 
men's  wrestling,  men's 
ice  hockey,  and  women's 
swimming.  Other  activities 
that  take  place  during  the 
winter  are  the  dance  team, 
step  team,  and  cheerleading 
squad. 

The  men's  basket- 
ball team  kicks  off  their 
season  Tuesday,  Novem- 
ber 17*,  in  a  home  match 
against  Bridgewater  State 
College.  Women's  basket- 
ball starts  with  a  game  also 
on  Tuesday  at  Mount  Holy- 
oke  College.  The  men's 
wrestling  team  has  a  match 
on  Saturday,  November  14" 
in  Bristol,  RI,  at  the  Roger 
Williams  Invitational. 

Teams  that  have  al- 
ready begun  their  seasons 


are  the  men's  ice  hockey 
team  and  women's  swim 
team.  The  hockey  team  has 
gotten  off  to  a  slow  start 
with  a  couple  one-goal  loss- 
es to  Stonehill  College  and 
Westfield  State  College, 
and  a  4-4  tie  against  South- 
em  New  Hampshire  Uni- 
versity. A  bright  spot  for  the 
team,  however,  is  freshman 
forward  Nico  Santaniello 
of  East  Longmeadow,  MA, 
who  has  picked  up  4  goals 
in  the  early  part  of  the  sea- 
son. Their  next  game  will 
be  on  Friday,  November 
13*,  as  they  will  take  on 
Utica  College. 

The  women's  swim 
team  hasn't  yet  figured  into 
success  this  winter  as  they 
have  lost  all  three  of  their 
meets  so  far  this  season  to 
Colby-Sawyer  College, 
Bridgewater  State  College, 
and  in  the  Blue-Jay  Pen- 
tathlon. Their  next  match  is 
on  Friday,  November  20*, 
facing  Western  Connecticut 
State  University  in  Dan- 
bury,  CT. 
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WNEC  Festival  of  Lights  Shines 


By  Sara  Sullivan 

On  Thursday,  Decem- 
ber 3rd,  Student  Senate  and 
Campus  Ministry  spon- 
sored the  annual  Festival 
of  Lights.  The  event  was 
intended  to  take  a  look  at 
the  different  holidays  we 
celebrate  during  this  time  of 
year  including  Advent,  Ha- 
nukkah,  Christmas,  Three 
Kings  Day.  and  Kwanzaa. 
The  event  was  also  intend- 
ed to  give  to  those  who  are 
in  need  during  this  holi- 
day season.  Everyone  was 
asked  to  bring  a  non-perish- 
able item  to  donate  to  Open 
Pantry. 

Students  trom  our 
campus  community  who 
celebrate  the  different  holi- 
days highlighted  what  their 
celebrations  mean  to  them. 
Senator  Ashley  Koundry, 
chairperson  of  Festival  of 
Lights,  stated,  "This  year  I 
really  wanted  to  put  a  dif- 
ferent name  on  Festival  of 
Lights,  and  focus  more  on 
the  different  celebrations 
and  make  is  less  focused 
on  the  historical  religious 
aspects."  She  also  stated, 
"This  year  she  wanted  to 
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create  an  elegant  and  'tis 
the  season  feeling."  In  turn, 
there  was  an  excellent  turn- 
out. During  the  reception 
everyone  had  a  great  time, 
and  had  nothing  but  good 
to  say  about  the  informative 
speeches. 

In  between  the  Person- 


al Testimonies  the  audience 
was  delighted  with  wonder- 
fia!  music  performances  by 
the  Campus  Chorus.  Ellen 
Voth,  the  newly  joined  Mu- 
sic Coordinator,  put  togeth- 
er a  diverse  and  entertain- 
ing set  of  seasonal  songs. 
At  the  end  of  the  event,  the 


audience  also  joined  in  by 
passing  the  flame  and  sing- 
ing "Peace  Like  a  River."  It 
was  a  wonderful  way  to  end 
the  program  by  bringing  ev- 
eryone together,  no  matter 
what  religion  you  practice 
and  what  holiday  you  cel- 
ebrate. 


Campus  music  program  continues  to  grow 


By  Liz  Collins 


The  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  music  pro- 
gram is  at  a  turning  point 
in  its  development.  A  group 
loaded  with  potential,  the 
WNEC  music  program 
doesn't  always  receive  the 
recognition  around  campus 
it  deserves. 

First  year  Music  Coor- 
dinator, Dr.  Ellen  G.  Voth,  is 
hoping  to  change  this.  She 
comes  to  WNEC  this  year, 
replacing  former  Coordi- 
nator John  Cavicchia.  She 
hopes  to  increase  the  pro- 
gram's visibility  on  cam- 
pus, and  also  in  the  greater 
Springfield  community,  and 
envisions  the  program's 
"continued  growth." 

Growth  to  Dr.  Voth 
"isn't  only  about  numbers." 
She  plans  to  encourage 
growth  "in  all  directions." 
With  strong  executive 


boards  representing  both 
the  WNEC  Band  and  Cam- 
pus Chorus,  Dr.  Voth  feels  a 
sense  of  student  ownership, 
"confidence,  and  pride." 

"1  feel  like  we're  confi- 
dent in  our  talent  and  abili- 
ties. We  have  a  lot  of  poten- 


tial and  I  think  that  potential 
has  been  realized  and  we're 
working  hard  to  achieve  all 
that  we  can,"  says  WNEC 
senior  and  Band  President, 
Becca  Raymond. 

Part  of  achieving  that 
potential  involved  gaining 
visibility  on  campus,  and 
also  in  the  surrounding  area. 
"Visibility  is  so  important," 
says  Dr.  Voth.  In  addition 
to  the  traditional  one  con- 
cert per  semester,  the  music 
program  participates  in  the 
Cooperating  Colleges  of 
Greater  Springfield,  choral 
festivals,  and  hopeftilly,  ad- 
ditional olT  campus  perfor- 
mances in  the  near  future. 

The  music  program  is 
open  to  all  majors.  "There 
is  a  place  for  those  who 
want  to  make  music."  says 
Dr.  Voth.  "Students  are  able 


to  make  music  with  eacho- 
ther.  We  have  outstanding 
ensembles,"  she  contin- 
ues. The  program  is  always 
looking  for  new  members. 

If  you're  interested 
in  getting  involved  in  the 
WNEC  music  program, 
contact  either  Dr.  Voth.  who 
also  server  as  ihe  Chorus 
Director,  at  ijcc, 
,  or  Ted  Levine,  the  Di- 
rector of  Bands,  at  ._  ■= 
Campus 

chorus  meets  Mondays 
and  Wednesdays  from  5:45 
PM.  to  7:15  P.M.,  and  band 
meets  Tuesdays  and  Thurs- 
days from  7:30  P.M.  to  9 
P.M.  Dr.  Voth  is  holding 
chorus  auditions  January 
from  4  to  5  P.M.,  as 
well  as  January  20""  from  1 2 
to  I  P.M.  Please  email  her 
if  you're  interested  In  audi- 
tioning! 
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WNEC  Receives  $1  million  renewable  energy  appropriation 

By  David  Stawasz 


Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Engineer- 
ing has  received  $1  million 
dollars  in  federal  funding  to 
develop  renewable  energy 
technology.  The  money, 
included  in  the  fiscal  year 
2010  energy  and  water  de- 
velopment appropriations 
bill  signed  by  President 
Obama,  will  support  a  part- 
nership with  Wilbraham- 
based  FloDesign  Wind  Tur- 
bine Corp.  to  construct  and 
test  the  next  generation  of 
wind  turbines. 

"We're  delighted  that 
our  students  and  faculty  are 
able  to  collaborate  with  a 
world  leader  in  this  emerg- 
ing field  to  develop  solu- 
tions to  America's  -  and  the 
world's  -  energy  needs," 
said  S.  Hossein  Cheraghi, 
Dean  of  the  Western  New 
England  College  School  of 
Engineering.  "This  collabo- 
ration will  have  a  positive 
impact  on  job  creation  and 
career  opportunities  while 
fostering  innovation  in  the 
clean  energy  sector." 

The  appropriation  fur- 
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ther  strengthens  a  long- 
standing partnership  be- 
tween College's  School  of 
Engineering  and  FloDesign. 
Many  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  alumni  are 
employed  by  the  Wilbra- 
ham  company,  which  serves 
as  an  educational  platform 
for   faculty  research  and 


an  internship  sponsor  for 
many  current  undergradu- 
ate students.  The  new  ftind- 
ing  will  support  additional 
internships,  assist  with  the 
purchase  of  new  laboratory 
equipment,  and  strengthen 
the  School 's  undergradu- 
ate research  initiatives  in 
the  clean  energy  sector.  The 


College  recently  launched 
a  green  engineering  pro- 
gram in  both  Mechanical 
and  Electrical  Engineering 
and  constructed  an  outdoor 
green  engineering  laborato- 
ry that  includes  wind,  solar, 
and  geothermal  energy  ap- 
plications. 

FloDesign.  which  will 
share  the  appropriation,  has 
already  won  several  cov- 
eted clean  energy  awards 
for  its  wind  turbine  design. 
Resembling  a  jet  engine,  the 
compact  design  promises  to 
be  more  efficient  and  envi- 
ronmentally friendly  than 
current  wind  turbine  tech- 
nology. The  new  ftinding 
will  support  the  testing  of  a 
prototype  of  the  next  gener- 
ation wind  turbine  in  a  real 
world  environment. 

Congressman  Richard 
E.  Neal  sponsored  the  fund- 
ing in  the  House  version 
of  the  appropriations  bill, 
while  Senator  John  F.  Kerry 
and  the  late  Senator  Edward 
M.  Kennedy  supported  the 
project  in  the  Senate. 


Gateway  Village  working  toward  a  greener  WNEC 


By  Andrea  Melone 

For  the  past  several 
Sundays,  clusters  of  West- 
em  New  England  College 
students  and  faculty  from 
the  Global  Sustainability 
Club  have  been  simplifying 
recycling  for  the  Gateway 
community.  These  individ- 
uals travel  from  back  door 
to  back  door,  collecting 
the  residents'  paper,  card- 
board, and  glass  and  plas- 
tic containers.  While  some 
students  prefer  to  save  the 
refundable  goods  to  make 
a  little  money,  the  general 
response  is  one  of  gratitude 
for  the  effort. 

"Thank  you  for  your 
recycling  efforts  in  Gate- 
way," Christopher  Morey, 
Gateway  Village  RD  said. 
"As  the  director  of  the  com- 
plex, 1  truly  and  genuinely 
appreciate  your  effort  in  this 
charge!" 

The  Global  Sustainabil- 
ity Club  has  made  excellent 
progress  in  improving  the 
green  quality  of  Gateway 
Village,  with  an  increase  in 
recycling  of  100%.  Based 
on  a  recent  survey  of  thirty 


seven  Gateway  apartments, 
38%  would  not  recycle  if 
the  Global  Sustainability 
Club  did  not  come  around 
every  Sunday;  11%  would 
still  recycle,  but  less  fre- 
quently. Of  the  thirty  seven 
residencies,  46%  would  still 
recycle,  but  door  to  door 
collection  has  made  it  much 
more  convenient. 

As  Peter  Varley,  the 
Environmental  Safety  and 
Recycling  Manager  of  Fa- 
cilities Management,  has 
said,  "Recycling  in  the  Col- 
lege Residence  Areas  is 
heavily  dependent  on  stu- 
dent participation.  When 
there  is  student  ownership 
with  respect  to  recycling, 
the  college  sees  increased 
volumes  of  recyclable  ma- 
terial leaving  campus,  and 
decreased  levels  of  trash 
contamination  in  recycling 
bins.  The  Gateway  Collec- 
tion has  only  reinforced  this 
fact." 

The  Global  Sustain- 
ability Club  will  be  coming 
around  Gateway  Village  ev- 
ery Sunday  afternoon  at  4 
RM.  If  you  have  anything 


Western  New  England  undergraduate  students  Matthew 
Harrington.  John  Czerwinsky.  Matmew  Nam.  and  Andrea  Mel- 
one, along  with  Business  School  professor  Dr  Bruce  Clemens, 
show  their  commitment  toward  sustainability  hy  rolling  up  their 
sleeves  for  Gateway  recycling  collection. 
that  can  be  recycled,  please  the  Gateway  laundry  room, 
have  it  ready.  If  you  are  while  two  more  bins  for 
not  at  your  apartment  dur-  bottles  and  cans  are  located 
ing  collection  time,  you  can  outside  the  laundry  room 
leave  your  recycling  outside  at  the  east  entrance.  If  you 
the  kitchen  door  and  it  will  are  wondering  about  the  re- 
be  picked  up.  For  those  who  cycling  in  your  Residence 
choose  to  recycle  on  their  Hall,  talk  to  your  corre- 
own,  two  bins  for  paper  and  spending  residence  life  staff 
cardboard  are  located  in    for  more  information. 
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What  women  want  now:  A  look  at  the  emergence  of  women 


By  Taiany  Goulart 

What  unites  men  and 
women  matters  more  than 
what  divides  them,  as  old 
gender  battles  fade  away. 
Economists  believe  that  by 
the  end  of  2009,  for  the  first 
time  in  history  the  major- 
ity of  workers  in  the  U.S. 
will  be  women.  In  1972, 
the  percentage  of  jobs  held 
by  men  and  women  were 
63.8%  and  36.2%,  respec- 
tively. In  2009,  the  percent- 
ages jumped  to  50.2%  and 
49.8%  for  men  and  wom- 
en, respectively.  More  and 
more  women  are  "bringing 
home  the  bacon"  for  their 
families,  instead  of  the  men 
(approximately  40%i). 

Time  magazine  col- 
laborated with  the  Rocke- 
feller Foundation  in  a  land- 
mark study  that  surveyed 
gender  issues  and  how  in- 
dividual Americans  are  re- 
acting to  them  today.  The 
study's  focus  included  is- 
sues of  how  men  now  view 
female  power,  as  well  as 
how  much  resentment,  con- 
fusion, or  gratitude  there  is 
for  the  forces  that  have  rear- 
ranged family  life,  rewired 
the  economy,  and  reinvent- 
ed gender  roles.  The  study 
found  that  men  and  women 
were  in  broad  agreement 
about  what  matters  most  to 
them. 

In  1972,  Time  de- 
voted an  issue  toward  the 
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status  of  women  during 
"women's  lib."  At  this  time, 
women's  wages  were  lower 
than  those  of  men,  and  there 
were  no  female  FBI  agents 
or  Supreme  Court  Justices. 
In  that  same  year,  only  7% 
of  students  playing  high 
school  sports  were  girls, 
and  now  the  number  is  6 
times  as  high.  College  cam- 
puses used  to  be  almost  60- 
40  male,  but  now  the  ratio 
has  reversed.  Not  to  men- 
tion, this  past  election  Hil- 
ary Clinton  and  Sarah  Palin 
were  leading  figures  in  our 
nation;  and  as  few  of  you 
may  know,  our  President 
is  married  to  a  lawyer  who 
outranked  and  outeamed 
him. 

Although  we  may 
feel  that  women  are  in  a  new 
age  and  becoming  more 
powerful  than  ever,  some 


battles  never  end.  More 
than  two-thirds  of  women 
still  think  men  resent  pow- 
erful women,  and  a  major- 
ity of  women  still  believe 
men  have  it  better  in  life. 
The  most  puzzling  issue, 
which  many  surveys  have 


recorded,  is  that  as  women 
have  gained  more  freedom, 
education,  and  economic 
power,  they  have  become 
less  happy.  It's  still  un- 
known as  to  why  this  trend 
has  occurred.  Is  it  because 
these  added  powers  in  life 
come  with  added  stress? 

To  throw  out  a  few 
statistics:  in  1972,  for  ev- 
ery $1  men  made,  women 
earned  $0.58.  In  2008, 
women's  $0.58  bumped  up 
to  $0.77.  The  total  number 
of  female  active-duty  per- 
sonnel grew  from  45,033 
in  1972  to  200,337  in  2008. 
Today,  57%  of  college  stu- 
dents are  women,  as  op- 
posed to  43%  on  1972  (Un- 
fortunately for  you  guys  out 
there,  it  still  cannot  be  seen 
on  our  campus).  There  are 
3.3  million  married  couples 
in  which  the  wife  is  the  sole 


earner,  and  49%  of  men  be- 
lieve that  men  resent  wom- 
en who  have  more  power 
than  they  do. 

Why  is  this  relevant 
to  our  college  community? 
We  are  a  new  generation 
that  are  growing  out  of  gen- 
der stereotypes,  but  are  still 
held  back  by  old  fashion 
values  and  beliefs  held  by 
others  around  us.  I'm  sure 
most  of  us  on  this  campus 
don't  believe  that  women 
are  still  under  some  kind  of 
oppression,  but  it's  impor- 
tant to  bring  to  light  what 
is  happening  and  what  will 
come  for  the  future  in  order 
to  motivate  and  empower 
those  that  believe  otherwise 
and  to  achieve  true  gender 
equality. 

Source:  Time,  Vol.  174, 
No.  16,  October  26, 2009 


WNEC  attends  NEACURH 


By  Taryn  Sidney 


Every  year.  Resi- 
dence Hall  Associations 
across  the  country  come 
together  to  share  ideas  and 
inspire  others  at  a  Regional 
Conference.  Each  part  of 
the  country  is  divided  into 
regions  and  each  has  a  dif- 
ferent name  to  identify  it- 
self On  the  weekend  of 
November  i3th  to  Novem- 
ber 15'\  a  delegation  of  ten 


went  to  represent  Western 
New  England  College  at  the 
Regional  Conference  for 
the  NEACURH  (North  East 
Affiliate  of  College  and 
University  Residence  Halls) 
region.  The  delegation  con- 
sisted of  nine  students  in- 
cluding the  NCC  (National 
Communication  Coordina- 
tor) and  an  advisor  to  the 
students.  During  the  process 
of  the  weekend,  the  students 
on  the  delegation  were  able 
to  attend  programs,  meet 


new  schools,  and  even  gain 
boardroom  experience.  As 
a  closing  to  the  weekend, 
a  banquet  awarded  those 
who  stood  out.  Following 
the  formal  banquet  was  a 
dance,  where  students  were 
able  to  yet  again  meet  stu- 
dents from  other  schools 
and  have  a  good  time.  All 
students  that  were  a  part  of 
the  delegation  returned  with 
fresh  ideas,  new  experienc- 
es, and  knowledge  that  will 
last  a  lifetime. 
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PUBLIC  SAFETY  MISSION  STATEMENT: 

"The  primary  MlssIO^  of  the  Western  New  England  College  Department  of  Public  Safety  is  to  protect  life  and  property. 
Fulfilling  our  obligations  to  the  College  Community,  we  enforce  Federal,  State  and  Local  Laws  as  well  as  College  rules 

AND  regulations.  We  ARE  DEDICATED  TO  THE  PREVENTION  AND  DETECTION  OF  CRIME.  We  RECOGNIZE  OUR  RESPONSIBILITY  TO  PRESERVE 
INDIVIDUAL  RIGHTS  AND  AFFORD  DIGNITY  AND  RESPECT  TO  EVERY  INDIVIDUAL.STATELOCO.PNG 

We  are  COMMITTED  TO  BEING  RESPONSIVE  TO  OUR  COLLEGE  COMMUNITY  IN  THE  DELIVERY  OF  QUALITY  SERVICES.  We  PROVIDE 

comprehensive  security  and  law  enforcement  services  to  the  community  that  enables  a  member  to  pursue  academic  goals, 
intellectual  pursuits,  and  to  live,  work,  and  study  in  an  environment  of  safety  and  security. 

We  offer  emergency  medical  services,  24  hours  a  day.  Our  staff  can  provide  a  wide  variety  of  programs  to  educate  students 
ON  such  issues  as  crime  prevention,  date  rape,  and  alcohol  /  drug  awareness.  Our  objective  is  to  improve  the  quality  of  life 
through  community  partnership,  which  promotes  a  safe  and  secure  campus." 


www.wnec.i 


More  at:  http://wwwl. wnec.edu/dps/index. cfm?selection=doc.6901 
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NEWS 


By  Taryn  Sidney 

All  over  the  Western 
New  England  College  cam- 
pus, change  has  been  occur- 
ring everywhere.  Whether 
it  is  the  newest  addition 
of  Southwood  Hall  or  the 
Pharmacy  building  which 
is  still  in  progress,  there  are 
changes  that  the  students 
of  WNEC  see  every  day. 
What  they  don't  see  are  the 
changes  to  the  campus  that 
are  rather  low  key,  such  as 
the  school's  strategic  plan, 
which  set  out  a  "road  map" 
that  the  college  will  follow 
with  all  sorts  of  different 
developments  to  enhance 
the  strength  of  the  college 
from  2009  to  the  year  20 1 8. 

With  the  entire 
campus  trying  to  expand 
in  multiple  aspects  through 
the  college's  strategic  plan, 
departments  throughout 
WNEC  are  also  changing 
their  mission  statements. 
Specifically,  the  Office  of 
Residence  Life  has  recent- 
ly expanded  their  depart- 
ment's mission  statement. 
It  may  seem  like  an  insig- 
nificant change,  but  it  hap- 
pens to  be  very  important  in 
the  development  of  Western 
New  England  College.  The 
mission  statement  was  ex- 


Time  for  change:  WNEC's  Strategic  Plan 


panded  to  include  diversity 
and  inclusiveness,  which  is 
also  part  of  Direction  5  of 
the  Strategic  Plan. 

Before  Residence 
Life  took  on  the  challenge 
to  adjust  the  mission  state- 
ment, they  were  also  tak- 
ing a  part  in  a  college-wide 
self  study.  While  taking 
part  in  this  self  study,  they 
decided  it  was  necessary  to 
make  the  mission  more  in- 
clusive. The  self  study  was 
conducted  through  CAS 
(Counsel  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Standards  in  Higher 
Education).  The  self  study 
focused  on  four  different 
topics:  diversity,  leadership, 
campus  relations,  and  facili- 
ties/technology/equipment. 
Residence  Life  organized 
this  study  and  made  a  com- 
mittee to  chair  each  of  the 
topics.  The  overall  purpose 
of  the  study  was  to  measure 
how  successful  the  campus 
is  at  providing  each  to  the 
overall  campus. 

Results  were  found 
through  campus-wide  stud- 
ies in  the  classrooms,  resi- 
dence halls,  and  all  over 
campus  in  the  different  de- 
partments. The  final  result 
was  a  recommendation  to 
include  diversity.  This  as- 
pect was  then  added  to  the 


mission  statement  and  also 
was  used  as  a  direction  in 
the  college's  strategic  plan. 
This  one  aspect  is  connect- 
ed as  one  of  the  prominent 
developments  that  the  col- 
lege wishes  to  make  in  the 
future. 

After  determining 
the  need  for  improvement 
within  the  mission  state- 
ment, the  office  of  residence 
life  put  together  a  group 
that  contained  area  coordi- 
nators, resident  directors, 
resident  managers,  and  the 
department  directors.  Dean 
Tom  Wozniak  was  the  main 
facilitator  for  this  project. 

"I  received  13  rec- 
ommendations. Together 
the  group  looked  at  the  rec- 
ommendations to  compare 
and  contrast  them  to  de- 
termine the  final  product," 
said  Dean  Wozniak  "There 
were  a  lot  of  similar  ideas.  It 
was  all  a  matter  of  figuring 
out  how  to  put  it  together." 

The  final  product 
now  includes  the  aspect  of 
diversity,  not  just  one  form 
of  diversity,  but  all  forms.  It 
was  developed  in  that  way 
to  include  all  students  on 
campus.  This  also  related 
to  the  inclusiveness  that  the 
sel  f-study  recommended, 
trying  and  including  into  all 


sorts  of  student  life  around 
campus.  As  follows  is  a 
small  excerpt  from  the  mis- 
sion statement  that  outlines 
the  sort  of  changes  that  the 
Office  of  Residence  Life 
wishes  make: 

"Equally  important,  we 
seek  the  input  and  assistance 
of  our  resident  students  to 
help  make  campus  living  as 
productive  and  beneficial  as 
possible.  It  is  a  group  effort 
wherein  every  individual 
contributes  to  progress  for 
the  common  good  of  the 
campus  community." 

One  of  the  people 
that  played  a  role  in  this 
project  was  Kymberly 
Wood,  resident  director  of 
Commonwealth  Hall.  This 
project  was  her  first  with  the 
residence  life  department. 
Her  involvement  in  the  proj- 
ect began  three  months  ago 
when  the  project  was  pre- 
sented at  a  staff  meeting. 
Each  meeting  thereafter  the 
entire  staff  was  able  to  have 
some  input  about  what  they 
wished  to  see  in  the  mission 
statement. 

"I  am  excited  with 
the  outcome.  I  think  that  it 
will  help  move  the  college 
in  the  direction  in  which  it 
wishes  to  go.  It's  also  a  great 
way  for  the  students  to  see 


what  residence  life  is  all 
about,"  said  Wood. 

Overall,  Wood  was 
pleased  with  how  the  pro- 
cess went.  She  liked  that  it 
wasn't  just  a  one-time  thing, 
but  rather,  it  was  discussed 
so  what  everyone  wanted 
would  be  a  part  of  the  pro- 
cess. Dean  Wozniak  felt  the 
same  way  about  how  the 
process  went,  and  he  was 
thoroughly  pleased  with  the 
outcome.  He  has  hopes  that 
people  all  over  campus  will 
notice  and  find  value  in  this 
change. 

In  the  future,  the  Of- 
fice of  Residence  Life  will 
take  another  look  at  the 
mission  statement  to  update 
it  to  the  times.  As  of  right 
now,  no  other  projects  are 
in  the  works,  but  ideas  are 
constantly  floating  around. 
It  is  sure,  however,  that  it 
won't  be  long  before  anoth- 
er project  will  begin,  and  as 
said  by  Dean  Wozniak  "The 
only  constant  is  change." 

If  you  are  interested  in 
viewing  the  new  mission 
statement,  visit  the  Western 
New  England  College  web- 
site and  it  can  be  found  on 
the  home  page  for  the  Of- 
fice of  Residence  Life. 


Spib9'»M,|IUt1109 


RESTAURANT  &  SPORTS  BAR 
Sscond  Annual  Fund-raisar  to  Support 
CHILDREN'S  HOSPITAL  BOSTON 
Saturday,  Dacambar  12tlv  2009  4K>0  to  9M>  | 

SOPHIA'S  KIDS  2 


4:Q0  to  5;00_pm     a  S3flO.  Oomtlon 
Your  picture  will  be  taken  with  Santa  Claus*  by  professional  photogra- 
pher, Jim  Stonn.  Photos  printed  by  In  A  Flash  Photocopy.  Prints  will 
be  available  after  500pm. 
«COME  OUT  AND  HELP  THE  MDSI" 


sn 

DiC12 

HAVEFON 
HElPnEHDS 


•FlEeBiiSet 
'Prizes 
"tUOes 
♦Gircaways 
•Gift  Baskets 


Novombar  12  through  Dacambor  1 2. 2009 
Doiurta  an  appropriata  gift  and  gati 
McCain's  Jack  &  Blua  or  Mac  &  Chaaf  a  Appatizara 
HaK  Prica-$3.S0 

Suggested  Acceptable  Items  to  Donate 


BKKIDS 
HflPING 


ENIOTVOBRSELf       ^Cliiistnias  Gift  Bask^s 
mull  HinNG  SOMEONE  LiTTU  KIDS 


Cash  ^^|[^t>onjkjAi^Alvj^^ 


AQm^^3 

No-SplU  Bubbles 
Bloda 
Pbatlc  sQcfclng  cups 

Allplstfcmobfes 

Crayons 
Rshef  Price  Toys 
Te4ephar>« 

Sight  &  sound  books 
Pop-ip  boola  Puzzles 

Muilcsl  toys 

Ught-up  Boys 

Nov,  12th  through 
Dec.  12th. 
Bring  a  Gift  for 
SOraiA'S  kids  Z 


  AamB'12 

Play  kitchen  sets            Artsuppdes  Art  supplies 

Cars                      Craft  klB  Craft  kits 

TfLxto                 fleadng  tots  Board  games,  as 

Palm  sets            Jewelry  makir^Uts  iet\ga 

Play  doctnr  Mts            MzlEhbax  cars  Backgammon 

Hay  cash  regstera              PuzzJes  Chess 

Ooll  house  people            Model  kits  Othello 

Artmal  toys           Constructtoo  toys  Sectranic  deuces  arx! 

Ageappropnateboatd  Age appropriale board  games  ratedT parable 

games:                     games  CVD  players 

Conr«a  Four            Becmc  game  Portable  CD  playas 

Guess  Who        Systems  or  games  rated  New  CDi  and  DVCs 

Soffy               DVD^ratedG-PG  ratedPGU 
UNO 

Unacciomtiie  items 
No  used  Toys  of  any  kind 
No  wrapped  items 
No  computers  or  hair  donations 
Hospital  prefers  DVDi  rather  than  VHS  tapes 
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Movie  Review:  The  Blind  Side  is  not  just  another  sports  movie 


By  Hannah  Bering 

If  you  are  looking  for 
a  movie  that  can  make  you 
laugh  and  cry  within  ten 
minutes  of  each  other,  The 
Blind  Side  is  an  excellent 
choice.  Based  on  the  true 
story  of  Michael  Oher,  who 
was  drafted  by  the  Balti- 
more Ravens  in  the  2009 
NFL  draff.  Blind  Side  is  a 
feel  good  movie.  Sandra 
Bullock  and  Tim  McGraw 
team  up  as  the  Tuohy's, 
wealthy  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren who  decide  to  take 
in  Michael  Oher  (Quinton 
Aaron),  a  homeless  teen- 
ager who  has  nowhere  to 
go.  What  follows  is  a  heart 
wrenching,  yet  upbeat,  tale 
of  how  one  family  can  make 
a  child  shine  to  the  poten- 
tial no  one  thought  he  had. 
Transforming  a  teenager 
with  a  GPA  of  .6  into  a  star 
athlete  catches  the  eye  of 
countless  NCAA  division 
one  schools.  The  bond  that 
is  formed  between  Michael 
and  the  Tuohy's  son  S.J.  is 
what  solidifies  Michael  as 
a  member  of  the  family  and 
gives  the  movie  the  laughter 
that  viewers  love  to  receive 
in  the  theater  While  the 
movie  produces  some  tear 
jerking  scenes,  it  is  far  fi'om 
the  type  of  film  that  makes 
you  leave  the  theater  feeling 


depressed.  The  movie  lends 
a  lot  of  its  praise  to  the  sin- 
cerity of  its  acting,  namely 
Bullock  and  McGraw. 

This  is  not  the  Sandra 
Bullock  of  Miss  Congeni- 
ality; in  this  movie  she  is 
a  loving  mother  who  will 
not  take  no  for  an  answer  I 
even  saw  an  article  in  Peo- 
ple magazine  that  stated  that 
Bullock  shadowed  the  real 
Mrs.  Tuohy  for  a  number  of 
days  to  make  sure  that  she 
could  do  the  character  jus- 
tice. If  you  are  skeptical 
about  Tim  McGraw  leaving 
his  country  singing  roots  to 
act,  there  is  no  need  to  wor- 
ry. McGraw  fits  into  his  role 
in  the  movie  like  a  glove. 
If  you  enjoyed  McGraw  in 
Friday  Night  Lights,  he  will 
not  let  you  down  here  either 

The  Blind  Side  is  a 
must  see  for  fans  of  movies 
such  as  The  Rookie  or  Re- 
member the  Titans,  but  also 
for  people  who  just  want  to 
see  a  movie  that  will  allow 
them  to  walk  out  of  the  the- 
ater feeling  happy.  There  is 
no  need  to  be  a  football  fan 
to  enjoy  this  movie,  as  any 
information  about  the  game 
you  may  need  is  clearly  ex- 
plained in  the  film.  I  left  the 
theater  after  seeing  Blind 
Side  in  a  great  mood,  which 
is  why  I  say  this  is  a  great 
film  to  start  off  the  holiday 
season. 


The  Bliihl  Sii/c  /  v  ahsoiiilciv  u  movie  you  .shon/J  .^cc. 
Images:  Google 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


Miller  High  Life 


By  Canio  Carlucci  and  Adie  Giguere 

The  Beer  Pros 


Note:  All  students  imbibing 
alcohol  must  be  of  age.  Please  drink 
responsibly  and  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidelines  and  rvjes  regarding  alcohol 
possession,  use,  and  procurement. 


For  the  final  beer 
review  of  the  semes- 
ter we  decided  to 
taice  it  back  to  the  ba- 
sics with  Miller  High 
Life:  The  Champagne 
of  Beers.  Miller  has 
been  in  the  business 
of  brewing  beers  for 
over  1 50  years,  so  you 
know  that  they  have 
been  doing  something 
right.  When  you  pic- 
ture the  standard  fla- 
vor of  beer,  you  are 

Eicturing  Miller  High 
ife.  It  is  pretty  light, 
goes  down  easy,  and 
has  nothing  that  really 
makes  it's  flavor  stand 
out.  With  that  said,  it 
is  not  a  bad  beer;  es- 
pecially  because  of 


Its  price,  you  cant  go 
wrong.  In  fact  it  is  the 
perfect  beer  for  those 
watching  their  wallet 
as  the  semester  comes 
to  a  close.  It  is  less 
expensive  than  other 
standard  beers  such 
as  Budweiser  and  Co- 
ots, and  is  much,  bet- 
ter than  garbage-juice 
beers  like  Keystone 
Light,  and  for  just  a 
few  pennies  more.  All 
in  all  we  have  decided 
to  give  The  Cham- 
pagne of  Beers  a  2.5 
out  of  5  beers,  pri- 
marily because  of  its 
value,  with  the  main 
thing  hurting  it  being 
its  plain  taste. 


Miller  High  Life 
Rating 

ii  » 

2.5/5  Beers 


GrmTlpf 


By  Adie  Giguere 

As  we  leave  campus  for  winter  break,  remember  these 
tips  to  make  your  holidays  happy  AND  environmentally- 
friendly  I 

1 .  Avoid  gas  pollution  by  purchasing  gifts  online  and  car- 
pooling  as  much  as  possible  to  holiday  parties. 

2.  Bring  your  own  canvas  bags  or  reuse  shopping  bags 
when  you  go  holiday  shopping  at  the  grocery  store  or  the 
mall. 

3.  Consider  sending  holiday  greetings  via  email.  If  you 
like  sending  paper  cards,  make  your  own  or  buy  cards 
printed  on  recycled  paper  Also  consider  saving  the 
envelope  waste  by  sending  holiday  postcards! 

4.  Get  creative  with  gift  wrapping,  such  as  using  the 
comics,  children's  artwork,  or  an  extra  gift  like  a  scarf 
or  slocking  to  wrap  your  presents.  Most  mass-produced 
wrapping  paper  isn't  even  recyclable,  so  if  you're  going 
to  use  it.  reuse  it,  along  with  your  gift  boxes  and  bags. 

5.  Check  out  Earth91  l.com  to  find  out  how  and  where 
to  recycle  things  like  holiday  cards,  big  boxes,  and 
especially  Christmas  trees,  in  your  area. 
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Game  Review:  Call  of  Duty  -  Modern  Warfare  2 


By  Darren  Boucino 

One  of  the  most  an- 
ticipated games  of  the  year 
has  finally  arrived  on  scene, 
and  it  has  dehvered.  Call  of 
Duty,  Modem  Warfare  2  has 
been  the  most  talked  about 
game  released  this  holi- 
day season.  Fans  and  avid 
gamers  waited  in  line  hours 
before  the  midnight  release 
date,  in  total  over  4.7  mil- 
lion copies  were  sold  in  just 
the  first  day  alone. 

The  game  follows  its 
predecessor,  Call  of  Duty 
Modem  Warfare,  which 
was  released  in  early  No- 
vember of  2007.  The  story 
line  picks  up  five  years  after 
the  end  of  the  first  install- 
ment, and  follows  different 
military  units  that  take  the 
player  through  a  complex 
story  line  filled  with  twists 
and  tums.    The  story  line 


starts  with  a  private  in  the 
U.S.  Army  Ranger  Battal- 
ion named  Allan.  Private 
Allan  and  his  unit  are  called 
upon  to  quell  a  militia  rebel- 
lion in  Afghanistan.  After 
you  show  extraordinary  ex- 
cellence in  the  first  mission 
a  General  by  the  name  of 
Sheppard  asks  for  a  special 
request.  Allan  is  then  put 
undercover  In  an  intema- 
tional  terrorist  organization. 
Private  Allan's  mission  is 
to  infiltrate  this  group  and 
help  the  U.S.  govemment 
obtain  information  on  the 
terrorist  organization.  After 
a  very  graphic  and  violent 
Russian  airport  shooting 
scene,  a  terrorist  ends  up 
killing  Allan  and  ignites  a 
war  between  the  U.S.  and 
Russia.  The  death  plants  a 
false  idea  that  an  American 
killed  all  of  these  people, 
which  really  kick  starts  the 


war.  The  player  is  reunited 
with  "Soap"  McTavish,  the 
main  character  from  the  first 
Modem  Warfare.  Soap  and 
his  new  teammate  "Roach" 
are  working  for  a  secretive 
task  force  directly  under 
General  Sheppard.  Their 
main  job  in  this  story  is  to 
hunt  down  a  terrorist  and 
stop  him  after  he  ignited  a 
war  between  Russia  and  the 
United  States.  The  player 
is  then  given  control  over 
another  player.  This  part  of 
the  game  takes  the  player 
through  the  actual  invasion 
of  Russia  over  America. 
Without  spoiling  the  end- 
ing for  players,  all  the  story 
lines  intertwine  to  deliver 
an  action  packed  game  that 
is  a  must  for  any  Call  of  worry,  all  the  same  game 
Duty  fan.  And  for  all  you  modes  are  there,  but  with 
online  players,  the  new  on-  a  new  arsenal  of  weapons 
line  is  an  upgrade  to  the  old  and  other  surprises  avail- 
Modem  Warfare.      Don't    able;  you're  missing  out  if 


Image:  Google 


haven't  picked  up  your  own 
copy  yet. 


Choose  to  be  stress  free  this  holiday  season 


By  Adie  Giguere 

The  last  couple 
weeks  of  Fall  semester  are 
tough  as  it  is,  so  the  last 
thing  you  want  to  do  is  head 
home  for  winter  break  and 
start  stressing  over  the  holi- 
day season.  With  numerous 
family  and  fiiend  gather- 
ings, holiday  shopping,  and 
oflen  traveling,  the  season 
of  cheer  can  get  hectic  fast. 
A  few  important  choices  can 
significantly  lessen  your 
worries  as  we  approach  the 
new  year. 

No  matter  what 
holiday  you  celebrate,  there 
is  always  the  pressure  of 
buying  gifts  for  your  loved 
ones.  Finding  that  particu- 
lar present  in  the  crowded 


mall,  and,  arguably  most 
important,  figuring  out  how 
in  the  world  you  are  going 
to  be  able  to  afford  the  gifts 
you  need  to  buy,  are  wor- 
ries that  cross  almost  every- 
one's mind.  To  avoid  such 
worries,  consider  making 
a  deal  with  finends  or  fam- 
ily to  go  out  to  dinner  or 
go  see  a  show  together 
rather  than  spend  money 
on  gifts.  What's  really  im- 
portant about  this  season  is 
being  with  the  people  you 
love,  and  often  the  material 
things  get  forgotten  quickly. 

Another  conflict  that 
you  can  easily  confront  this 
holiday  season  is  choosing 
the  correct  entertainment. 
For  example,  those  who 
love    viewing  Christmas 


lights  will  probably  want 
to  head  to  Springfield's  fa- 
mous Bright  Nights,  but  the 
line  is  always  epic.  Fulfill 
this  need  before  you  head 
home  by  viewing  John  and 
Shawna  Breen's  display 
of  lights  on  Bradley  Road, 
complete  with  coinciding 
radio  station,  especially  be- 
cause it  is  the  last  year  they 
will  be  doing  this  tradition. 
In  the  holiday  music  depart- 
ment, stick  with  the  classics 
like  Bing  Crosby  and  Mari- 
ah  Carey.  Don't  get  fooled 
into  buying  the  new,  "hip," 
and  usually  lame,  holiday 
albums.  Finally,  when  all 
else  fails,  watch  National 
Lampoon's  Christmas  Va- 
cation. Your  stress  will  im- 
mediately melt  away. 


Upcoming  Campus  Events 

Thursday  10'" 

7:00  PM  Improv  on  the  Rocks 

Rock  Cafe 

( hosted  by  Improv  Troupe) 


Friday  11"" 

LAST  DAY  OF  CLASSES 

9:00  PM  FRIDAYS:  Last  Comic  Standing 

&  Stress  Relief  Friday 
Rock  Caf4 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

Saturday  12"< 

HANNUKAH  BEGINS 

Week  of  12/14  -  12/18  Finals  Week 

CLASSES  BEGIN  JANUARY  19™  @  8:00  AM 


ilunes  Top  Fives    j1  c„mp,-/.rf«>-.-^&c/g,..,. 

Top  5  Songs: 

1  .Bad  Romance  -  Lady  GaGa  i^^r 
2.TiK  ToK  -  KeSha 

S.Empire  State  of  Mind  -  Jay-Z feat.  ^ 
Alicia  Keys                                                ANpRfA  BOCE^Ll 

4. Fireflies -Ow/C;fv  / 
5MQst.Mc\{d.\fyNa.y- Black  Eyed  Peas 

Writer's  Song  Pick:  Edge  Of  Desire  -  John        „        *'  -^'^^j 

"               °                                      My  Christmas  -  Andrea 

l^ayer  Bocelli 

Top  5  Albums: 

1  .My  Ciiristmas  -  Andrea  Bocelli 
2.1  Dreamed  A  Dream  -  Susan  Boyle 
S.Let  It  Snow!  EP  -  Michael  Buble 

4.  The  Fame  Monster  -  Lady  GaGa 

5.  The  Taylor  Swift  Holiday  Collection  - 
Taylor  Swift 

Writer's  Album  Pick:  A  Charlie  Brown 
Christmas  -  Vince  Guaraldi  Trio 
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Has  WNEC  outgrown  its  walls? 


By  Matt  Sirigu 


We  the  people,  of 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege, are  very  fortunate  to 
be  attending  this  histori- 
cally small  private  institu- 
tion at  a  time  such  as  this;  to 
witness  the  development  of 
our  campus  and  population, 
and  given  greater  and  more 
expansive  opportunities  in 
study  and  school  organiza- 
tions. 

With  a  new  pharma- 
cy building  and  school  as 
well  as  the  new  residence 
hall  High  Poi  -  excuse  me, 
Southwood,  the  most  re- 
cent additions  to  campus, 
it  seems  nearly  time  for  the 
promise  of  university  status 
to  come  to  fi^ition. 

Certainly  we've 
all  heard  the  rumors  of 
D'amour  University  and 
most  students  seem  excited 
at  the  prospect  of  receiving 
a  degree  from  a  university 
instead  of  a  college.  This 
apparently  holds  greater 
prestige  to  those  concerned 
with  such  labels,  but  what 
have  we  given  up  for  such 
a  cause. 

I  remember  a  time  not 
too  long  ago  when  one  could 
park  next  to  the  library  and 
Emerson,  and  there  wasn't 
a  twenty-minute  wait  to 
watch  Charlie  the  Unicom 
on  You  Tube. 

For  the  last  three  years 
the  student  population  has 
been  growing,  yet  the  es- 
sential parts  of  campus, 
those  that  affect  us  the  most 
in  our  everyday  lives,  have 
not  been  modified  appropri- 
ately. 

Yes,  they  impressively 


built  Southwood  in  under  a 
year  but  that  seems  the  bare 
minimum.  After  all,  without 
it  the  campus  would  be  un- 
able to  hold  the  burgeoning 
number  of  students,  even 
with  a  large  population  of 
off  campus  commuters. 

Parking  has  become 
a  huge  issue,  as  well.  We 
all  know  how  quick  Public 
Safety  officers  are  to  whip 
out  the  ticket  book.  Where 
are  students  to  park,  I  ask 
you,  when  there's  already 
three  ticketed  cars  on  the  far 
lawn  next  to  the  power  grid 
by  Sleith. 

1  never  wanted  to  re- 
sent my  college  but  what 
other  feeling  is  there  when 
the  powers  that  be  close  a 
parking  lot  usually  filled 
to  capacity  (R.I. P.  Emerson 
parking  lot),  create  more 
classes,  accept  more  stu- 
dents, and  then  ticket  you 
for  taking  any  of  the  scarce 
spaces  that  remain  because 
it's  the  wrong  lot  or  reserved 
for  guests. 

Typically  that  wouldn't 
even  stir  resentment  typi- 
cally, but  some  mornings, 
I've  been  one  of  the  many 
circling  Herman  and  then 
Commonwealth  for  parking 
only  to  see  an  oflTicer  block 
off  a  solid  1 0  spaces  for  god 
knows  what  reason. 

Call  me  a  whiner,  but 
if  I  can't  get  a  spot,  I  don't 
believe  we  should  save  one 
for  a  guest. 

There's  no  room  for 
them  anyway.  Essentially, 
this  is  a  university,  and  from 
9-5  Monday  through  Friday, 
students  come  first  and  al- 
ways should. 


I'm  not  selfish.  This 
is  a  school  built  for  people 
to  learn.  We're  not  here  to 
house  seminars  and  confer- 
ences or  to  impress  prospec- 
tive students  to  come  here, 
we're  here  to  get  the  educa- 
tion we  pay  for,  so  let  us. 

Limited  parking  has 
terrible  side  effects;  it  makes 
students  late  for  class,  if 
they  aren't  entirely  discour- 
aged and  do  not  bother  to 
show  up  at  all,  and  increases 
extraneous  parking  tickets. 

A  new  parking  lot  has 
been  built  on  the  old  soft- 
ball  field  behind  the  Health- 
fill  Living  Center.  It  may 
be  extremely  far  from  class 
buildings  but  it  is  a  start  and 
shows  that  the  administra- 
tion is  vigilant.  And  remem- 
ber you  can  walk  the  cam- 
pus end  to  end  in  generally 
under  1 0  minutes. 

Let's  say  you  find  a 
spot,  hungry?  Let's  mosey 
over  to  the  cafeteria,  as  long 
as  its  not  11:30  am  to  1:00 
pm  in  the  afternoon  or  5:00- 
6:30  pm  in  the  evening, 
that's  when  10  pounds  of 
shtudents  squeeze  into  the  5 
pound  bag  we  call  the  caf- 
eteria. 

The  first  two  weeks 
of  school  freshman  walk 
around  campus  like  deer 
in  headlights  and  tend  to 
clog  up  most  normally  free 
flowing  modes  of  passage, 
causing  lines  for  the  cafete- 
ria reach  out  to  the  gazebo. 
Now,  this  is  a  year-round 
dilemma. 

Our  current  dining  es- 
tablishment is  near  becom- 
ing obsolete  in  attempting 
to  feed  all  students  in  a  rea- 


sonable, orderly,  and  timely 
fashion.  I've  been  told  by 
Aramark  that  there  are  plans 
to  set  up  a  fliture  of  the  din- 
ing hall.  The  finance  of- 
fice points  out  that  with  the 
building  of  the  new  School 
of  Pharmacy,  that  idea  most 
likely  won't  go  into  affect 
until  many  years  down  the 
road. 

Even  the  small  class 
size,  which  once  attracted 
many  students,  is  becoming 
a  disadvantage.  Many  in  the 
Psychology  and  Business 
majors  were  quickly  left 
out  of  classes  required  and 
those  rarely  offered  for  their 
major  because  of  server 
overload  in  basically  what's 
become  a  rat-race  for  the 
best  classes. 

If  there  is  such  a  de- 
mand for  popular  or  re- 
quired classes,  it  seems 
only  logical  to  offer  more  of 
them.  The  only  reason  not 
to  do  so,  it  seems,  is  if  there 
were  not  enough  professors 
to  teach  them.  If  one  is  still 
to  boast  about  a  great  teach- 
er to  student  ratio,  when  the 
number  of  students  increas- 
es, so  must  the  number  of 
faculty. 

These  are  things  that 
affect  the  everyday  lives  of 
students,  however,  if  you 
ask  a  student  what  they're 
biggest  problem  with  over- 
population at  WNEC  they'll 
say  undoubtedly  say  the  in- 
ternet server. 

The  Internet  -  argu- 
ably, but  almost  inarguably 
today,  the  greatest  resource 
a  student  has  at  their  finger- 
tips. WNEC  apparently  fails 
to  see  its  importance  when 


they  ignore  a  server  regard- 
ed by  students  and  faculty 
alike  as  no  better  than  "aw- 
fiil." 

It's  bad  enough  that 
Sleith  is  the  only  academic 
building  with  Wi-Fi.  Even 
when  you  pull  out  your 
Ethernet  cord  (I  know,  how 
2005)  and  plug  in  at  your 
dorm,  the  service  is  dial-up 
slow  at  best.  This  seems  to 
be  a  recent  problem,  though. 

Understandably  the  ad- 
ministration is  unconcerned 
because  of  the  number  of 
people  using  the  internet 
for  video  games  and  down- 
loading movies  illegally. 
I  can't  help  but  find  these 
uses  petty  compared  to  the 
education  value  of  the  in- 
ternet to  a  student.  I'm  not 
a  computer  whiz,  but  would 
a  more  powerfiil  server  be 
that  unreasonable. 

There  is  hope,  at  least 
for  the  future.  WNEC  re- 
cently hired  a  new  director 
at  the  Office  of  Infonnation 
Technology  [OIT],  set  to 
replace  the  current  interim 
director,  in  a  few  weeks. 
Hopefiilly,  our  new  director 
will  have  some  ideas  and 
solutions  to  fix  the  dismal 
server  that  is  currently  run- 
ning our  little  campus. 

There  was  something 
that  attracted  us  to  WNEC 
during  the  endless  search 
for  colleges,  and  for  upper- 
classmen,  something  that 
kept  us  here.  We  accepted 
the  high  cost  to  come  be- 
cause of  the  many  perks  and 
the  pretty  campus,  but  did 
we  overlook  the  basic  ame- 
nities for  fresh  mulch? 


By  Maurica  McDougale 

Okay,  so  let  me  get  this 
straight.  We  as  Americans 
are  becoming  more  and 
more  obese  with  each  gen- 
eration. The  media  keeps 
complaining  about  how 
McDonalds  and  many  other 
fast  food  restaurants  are  es- 
sentially killing  us.  More 
and  more  companies  are 
coming  up  with  "healthy" 
ways  of  eating.  Diet  and 
exercise  is  advocated  much 
more  than  it  used  to  be. 

Yet  while  we  might 
force  McDonalds  to  be- 
come slightly  healthier  this 


WNEC  Food  aiding  American  obesity  crisis 


Salad  is  just  about  the  only  hcalihy  option  sometimes. 
Image:  WNEC 


is  only  a  small  victory.  Tru- 
ly healthy  foods  are  more 
expensive  and,  an  issue  es- 
pecially important  to  col- 
lege kids,  school  cafeterias 
continue  to  have  extremely 
unhealthy  meal  options. 

Does  anyone  else  no- 
tice that  we  have  burgers, 
fries  and  pizza  as  a  standard 
choice  every  single  day? 
Sure  there  is  the  sandwich/ 
wrap  bar  and  salad  bar  but 
even  at  the  salad  bar  there 
are  not  so  healthy  things  be- 
ing served.  You  see  people 
get  a  small  plate  of  lettuce 
and  pile  Cheddar  cheese  and 


ranch  dressing  on  top  of  it. 
That  doesn't  seem  like  a 
balanced  meal  to  me. 

It's  no  wonder  fresh- 
man gain  fifteen  pounds. 
Honestly,  I  think  we're 
lucky  it's  only  fifteen.  Af- 
ter all,  there  seems  to  be 
more  variety  in  the  desserts 
and  ice  cream  served  in  the 
RFOC  than  there  are  choic- 
es of  healthy  food.  And  the 
dessert  section  always  tastes 
better  than  the  actual  food. 
Go  figure  !?! 

1  cringe  every  time  I  see 
the  gallons  of  grease  drip 
Continued  on  Page  8 
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PUZZLES 


Puzzle  1 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  number  in  the  empty  boxes  in  such  a  way 
that  each  row  across,  each  column  down  and  each 
small  9-box  square  contains  all  of  the 
numbers  from  one  to  nine. 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  ★  ★  * 


*  Moderate   **  Challenging 
★      HOO  BOY! 
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Cafeteria  Food  Continued 


off  of  the  burgers  and  pizza 
slices  on  peoples'  plates, 
it's  disgusting.  Can  we  at 
least  make  veggie  burgers 
or  something?  I  get  tired  of 
having  to  make  a  salad  or 
bland  wrap  if  I  want  to  have 
any  chance  of  not  becom- 
ing obese.  I  feel  like  I  don't 
have  a  choice  but  to  eat  un- 
healthy at  least  sometimes, 
unless  I  want  to  eat  the  same 
thing  every  day. 

For  the  first  two  weeks 
of  school  I  tried  to  eat  only 
what  1  considered  to  be 
healthy,  making  sure  to  slay 
away  from  the  dessert  sec- 
tion. After  the  first  week, 
though,  I  got  real  tired  of 
eating  the  same  sandwiches, 
wraps  and  salads. 

I  guess  in  order  to  bal- 


ance this  out  1  could  try  to  go 
to  the  gym  more  but  that's 
not  always  convenient.  1 
mean,  I  go  whenever  1  can 
but  honestly,  homework  is 
more  important. 

Am  1  forced  to  eat 
unhealthy  because  I  can't 
stand  eating  the  same  thing 
every  day?  I  chose  to  just 
stop  eating  as  much.  I  don't 
even  go  to  meal  times  any- 
more because  1  know  there 
aren't  any  healthy  choices. 
My  breakfast,  lunch  and 
dinner  ot\en  times  are  an 
apple  and  a  pack  of  crack- 
ers. 1  have  lost  weight  be- 
cause I  don't  eat  anymore.  1 
feel  like  1  can't. 

I  understand  that  there 
is  a  healthier  choice  of 
foods  in  the  Rock  but  who 


King  Crossword 


ACROSS 

40 

 de  - 

8 

Main  course 

1 

"Much  — 

France 

9 

Light  tan 

About 

41 

Meadows 

cloth 

Nothing" 

43 

Not  far 

10 

Escaped  Gl 

4 

Obey  a 

across 

11 

Watson's 

comma 

45 

Discuss 

partner 

9 

Taxi 

again 

16 

"Go.  team!" 

12 

Weep  loudly 

47 

Lose  power 

20 

1/746 

13 

Colorado  ski 

48 

Eggs 

horsepower 

mecca 

49 

Nikki 

21 

Snatch 

14 

Idolaters* 

Blonsky's 

22 

Hot  dog 

emotion 

debut  movie 

holder 

15 

Penitent's 

54 

Floral 

23 

Thin  pasta 

garb 

garland 

27 

Without  delay 

17 

Actress 

55 

Arcaro  or 

29 

Scandinavian 

Gretchen 

Fisher 

city 

18 

Simile  center 

56 

"1"  strain? 

30 

Distort 

19 

"1984"  author 

57 

Bobble 

32 

Cruising 

21 

Evangelist 

58 

Closes  tightly 

34 

Slender  stem 

Billy 

59 

Lair 

37 

Beauty- 

24 

Healthy 

pageant  IDs 

condition 

DOWN 

39 

Speakers' 

25 

Howard  or 

1 

Cigar  residue 

platforms 

Ely 

2 

—  good  deed 

42 

Nuance 

26 

Coffee-break 

3 

Kimono 

44 

Agt. 

hour 

accessory 

45 

Portrayal 

28 

Group 

4 

Volkswagen 

46 

Always 

character 

model 

50 

Turkish 

31 

Plankton 

5 

Feeling 

mountain 

component 

disgrace 

51 

Roulette  bet 

33 

Speck 

6 

Wire  service 

52 

Time  of  your 

35 

Chore 

abbr. 

life? 

36 

Sanctify 

7 

Asian  goat 

53 

Thither 

38 

Marry 

antelope 

has  money  to  keep  spend- 
ing downstairs?  Your  meal 
points  only  last  for  so  long. 
I  feel  like  if  I  pay  a  decent 
amount  of  money  for  food  it 
shouldn't  give  me  a  heart  at- 
tack, clog  my  arteries,  raise 
my  cholesterol  or  blood 
pressure.  I  don't  know  how 
many  other  students  feel 
this  way  but  1  know  several 
of  my  friends  and  1  can't 
stand  it.  I  swear  1  don't  plan 
on  getting  a  meal  plan  next 
year  because,  honestly,  it's 
a  waste  of  money.  I'm  pay- 
ing to  slowly  kill  myself... 
GREAT!!!! 
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Puzzle  2 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  number  in  the  empty  boxes  in  such  a  way 
that  each  row  across,  each  column  down  and  each 
small  9'box  square  contains  all  ot  the 
numbers  from  one  to  nine. 
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Puzzle  3 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  number  in  the  empty  boxes  in  such  a  way 
that  each  row  across,  each  column  down  and  each 
small  9-box  square  contains  all  of  the 
numbers  from  one  to  nine. 
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Puzzle  I  Soluliun 


Cro'.swjnl  Solulio 


BQEl  ElDElElil  DEID 
QDGIEIBQDDCI  QDID 
EIDE]  OBDCIEIE] 

EIDD  EIEIQI  BBEIilEl 
□□□□  DEIGI  DEliia 
□EICIDEI  ClilD  CIEID 

□Bin  DEinCIBBnDQ 
ElISID  □EIS 
□□B  ilBCIQB  EIEIQ 


Super  Crossword. 


MANE  EVENT 


ACROSS 

1  A  lot 

6  Bungle 
10  Makes  a 

louchdown 
16  Hen's  hubby 

19  Deck  type 

20  Ford  or  Grey 

21  Frolic 

22  Poster 
abbr. 

23  Start  or  a 
rerturk  by 
Jack 
Simmons 

26  Distant 

27  Expensive 
appetizer 

28  Common 
contraction 

29  Charon's 
river 

30  Wallach  or 
Whitney 

31  Moore  of 
"G.l.  Jane" 

34  Writer 

Paretsky 
37  Actor 

Tremayne 
40  Hangs  tinsel 
42  Command 

to  Fido 
46  Cries  like  a 

baby 
48  Part  2  ol 

remark 

53  React  to  a 
pun 

54  Enthusiast 

55  "Dallas" 
matriarch 

56  Lummoxlike 
58  Hade 


Munich 

62  Architect's 
add-on 

63  Harness 
part 

64  Radio  and 
TV 

66  Duncan's 
denial 

66 a  Song 
Go  Out  of 
My  Heart" 
('38  tune) 

69  —  Bank, 
NJ 

70  Part  3  of 
remark 

75  HSTs 
successor 

78  On  the  briny 

79  Senrice 
charge 

80  Disconcert 
64  Cubisl 

Rubik? 
86  Business 

abbr. 
68  Starchy 

tuber 
90  Moved  like 

a  mouse 
92— del  Sol 
94  Teatime 

treat 
96  Tachometer 

meas 

98  Lawn 
ornament 

99  Part  4  of 
remark 

103  Lots  of 
(aughter 

104  JFK  lander 

105  Intense 

106  Vane  letters 

107  Tend  the 


garden 

109  Pipe  part 

110  Cry  of 
discovery 

113  Spanish 

dance 
116  Allen's 

partner 
120  Passed  into 

law 

124  — Baba 

125  End  of 
remark 

130  — 
Buddhism 

131  Lunar 
spacecraft 

132  Skater 
Heiden 

133  Kovacs  or 
Pyle 

134  Actress 
Caldwell 

135  Scrimshaw 
material 

136  Mr.  Walesa 

137  Cassandra 
and  Merlin 

DOWN 

1  Fountain 
order 

2  Nursery 
furniture 

3  Atan  of 
"California 
Suite" 

4  Holnws' 
creator 

5  Reel 

6  Take  off 

7  Tyler  or 
Uilmann 

8  Colorado 
native 

9  Saloon 


10  Trauma 
aftermath 

11  Spelunker's 
spot 

12  It  bakes  the 
cake 

13  Alex  Haley 
book 

14  Directional 
suffix 

15  Sault  — 
Marie,  Ml 

16  27th 
president 

17  Alt  right 

18  ChiCQ  or 
Kari 

24  Textbook 
headings 

25  "Bati  — ^ 

29  Finn's  friend 

31  See 

91  Down 

32  Distinguished 

33  Flavor 
enhancer 
abbr. 

35  Honest 
name 

36  Durban 
dough 

37  Word  form 
for  "study" 

38  —  ambalisl. 
Jr. 

39  Rock's  — 
Poneys 

41  Ring  official 

42  Missouri 
airport  abbr. 

43  Presquo  — . 
ME 

44  Dimly 
Illuminated 

46  Solitary  sort 

47  "Wake  Up 


Ulle  — " 
('57  hit) 

49  Card 
collection 

50  Silvenvare 
city 

51  From 
now  on 

52  Opening 
remark? 

57  Wrap  up 
59  Race  to 

pontificate 
61  Unrefined 

67  "Gradous 
mal" 

68  Trinidad's 
neighbor 

71  Vollaire.  for 
one 

72  Reagan  and 
Wilson 

73  Teachers' 


76  Sag 

77  FolTow 

81  -New 

Yoriter" 
cartoonist 

82  Tend  a  fire 

83  Macho 
types 

85  Canada's 

capital 
87  Dovecote 

sounds 
89  Soporific 

substance 
91  With 

31  Down, 

'58  Frankie 


Avalon  hrt 
93  OuBltfted 
95  Squirrel's 

snack 
67  The  A- 

Team" 

aclor 

100  Manipulate 

101  Toque  or 
tarn 

102  Hotelier 
Helmsley 

106  Salivate 
109  Silty  Caesar 

111  Basketbairs 
Elvin 

112  Paint 
pigment 

113 'An  That  — • 
{'79  film) 

114  toast 
topper 

lis  Prong 

117  Eye  appre- 
ciatively 

116  Flatfish 

119  Before  long 

120  Engrave 

121  Mood 

122  Kuwaiti 
njler 

123  Poor  grades 

125  Zipper  part 

126  —  -Locka. 
FL 

127  Form  of 
comm 

128  Mine  (ind 

129  Incite 
Rover 
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SPORTS 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Ciimes  in  Bold 


WRESTLING 

IVTFN'S  IPF  HOCKFY 

12/11/2009 

Rhode  Island  College 

7:00  PM 

12/ !  !/zUUy 

S.UC  at  Brockport 

7:00  PM 

1/9/2010 

Norwich 

Noon 

12/12/2009 

S.U.C.  at  Geneseo 

7:00  PM 

1/16/2010 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute 

Noon 

1/15/2010 

S.U.C.  at  Fredonia 

7:00  PM 

1/94/7010 

NEWA  Dual  Championship  at  Springfield       10:00  AM 

1/16/2010 

S.U.C.  at  Fredonia 

3:00  PM 

1/90/7010 

Wesleyan 

7:00  PM 

1/21/2010 

Suffolk  University 

7:25  PM 

Springfield 

4:00  PM 

1/23/2010 

Johnson  and  Wales  University 

7:15  PM 

2/3/2010 

American  International  College 

4:00  PM 

1/27/2010 

Nichols  College 

7:00  PM 

Springfield  Technical  Community  College  4:00 

1/31/2010 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Xech 

2:00  PM 

PM 

2/2/2010 

Assumption  College 

7:25  PM 

2/12/2010 

Johnson  and  Wales  University 

6:00  PM 

2/4/2010 

Curry  College 

7:25  PM 

SWIMMING 

MFN'S  RASKFTRAT  I 

12/12/2009 

University  of  New  England 

1:00  PM 

12/10/2009 

Hartwick  College 

7:00  PM 

1/13/2010 

Regis  College  ^Veston  ^^ass 

6:00  PM 

12/12/2009 

Union  College 

4:00  PM 

1/13/2010 

Bentley 

6:00  PM 

1/7/2010 

Westfield  State  College 

7:30  PM 

1/15/2010 

Saint  Joseph's  College 

7:00  PM 

1/9/2010 

Curry  College 

3:00  PM 

1/16/2010 

Assumption 

1:00  PM 

1/12/2010 

Roger  Williams  University 

7:30  PM 

1/Iy/2U1U 

Elms  College 

6:00  PM 

1/16/2010 

Endicott  College 

J;UU  rM 

1/30/2010 

Simmons  College 

1:00  PM 

1/18/2010 

Tuffs  University 

7:00  PM 

2/3/2010 

Eastern  Conn.  State  University 

7:00  PM 

1/20/2010 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Tech. 

7:30  PM 

2/19-21/2010 

NEISDA  Championship 

TBA 

1/23/2010 

Salve  Regina  University 

3:00  PM 

1/28/2010 

INichols  College 

£.AA  DK/f 

o:00  rlVl 

WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 

12/8/2009 

Fitchburg  State  College 

7:00  PM 

12/10/2009 

Mount  Ida  College 

6:00  PM 

12/12/2009 

Union  College 

2:00  PM 

1/5/2010 

Lasell  College 

7:00  PM 

1/9/2010 

Curry  College 

1:00  PM 

1/12/2010 

Roger  Williams  University 

5:30  PM 

1/14/2010 

Emerson  College 

7:30  PM 

1/16/2010 

Endicott  College 

1:00  PM 

1/20/2010 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology 

5:30  PM 

1/23/2010 

Salve  Regina  University 

1:00  PM 

1/28/2010 

Nichols  College 

8:00  PM 

AlHLEllCS*  Placings:  6/11,  15/18.  5/8 


RECORDS 


Ice  Hockey: 

Wins:  I 
Losses:  7 
Ties:  I 


Swimming: 

Wins:  1 
Losses:  4 
Ties:  0 


Men's  Basketball: 

Wins:  2 
Losses:  5 
Ties: 0 


Women's 
Baslietball: 

Wins:  3 
Losses:  2 
Ties: 0 


SPORTS 
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Athlete  of  the  Issue:  Rick  Johnson  -  Men's  Basketball 


By  Matt  Sirigu 


As  the  semester  begins 
dwindling  down  and  stu- 
dents are  smothered  with 
final  papers  and  exams,  and 
distracted  by  Thanksgiving 
and  winter  break,  we  often 
forget  that  sports  still  go  on 
during  this  busy  time  of  the 
year. 

Just  as  most  students 
are  closing  up  their  semes- 
ters, winter  athletes  are  just 
beginning  their  seasons', 
and  most  recently,  last  Tues- 
day while  we  were  all  head- 
ing home  for  Thanksgiving, 
the  Men's  Basketball  team 
was  beating  Keene  State  at 


Image:  WNEC  Athletics 


home  90-72. 

The  first  win  of  the 
season  men's  team  came 
at  the  Golden  Bear  Hoop 
Classic.  Throughout  the 
season  however  one  player 
has  stood  out  as  one  of  this 
year's  top  performers.  Se- 
nior Guard  and  team  Cap- 
tain Rick  Johnson. 

Leading  the  team  in 
points  (93),  assists  ( 1 5),  and 
minutes  played  through  the 
first  4  games;  as  well  as  sec- 
ond in  rebounds  (23)  behind 
only  Junior  Forward  Brad 
Thomka;  Johnson  has  begin 
to  show  his  true  talent  this 
yean 


A  senior  business  ma- 
jor straight  out  of  our  very 
own  Springfield,  MA  and 
coming  out  of  Central  High; 
this  is  only  Rick's  second 
year  playing  with  the  Gold- 
en Bears  and  he  has  already 
been  an  impact  player. 

Joining  the  team  last 
year  with  new  head  coach 
Chris  Agoglia,  Johnson 
made  an  immediate  impact, 
starting  19  of  25  games  and 
being  the  teams  third  lead- 
ing scorer;  this  year  he  has 
clearly  began  to  continue 
that  success. 

Johnson  lead  the  team 
with  22  points  in  the  teams 


first  win  against  Keene 
State  and  had  a  season 
high  of  31  in  the  final 
game  of  the  Golden  Bear 
Hoop  Classic  against 
Framingham  State,  Com- 
piling impressive  season 
averages  of  23  points  and 
6  rebounds  per  game,  as 
well  as  being  the  top  assis- 
tant per  game  as  well. 

The  men's  next  game 
will  be  Thursday  Decem- 
ber 1 0'''  against  out  of  con- 
ference foe  Hartwick  Col- 
lege at  7:00  PM  at  home  in 
theAHLC. 


WNEC  Rugby  N.E.R.F.U  Champions 


By  Matt  Sirigu 


Remember  last  year 
when  that  group  of  angry 
men  were  running  around 
the  Tundra  with  a  basket- 
ball sized  football,  playing 
a  game  that  looked  a  lot 
like  football  without  all  the 
stop  and  go,  and  rules;  if  so 
you  remember  the  birth  of 
WNEC  Rugby. 

In  just  one  short  year, 
WNEC  Rugby  has  gone 
fi'om  a  club  of  the  college's 
top  retired  high  school  ath- 
letes, to  an  intercollegiate 
powerhouse,  capturing  the 
New  England  Rugby  Foot- 
ball Union  Men's  College 
Division  4  championship. 

N.E.R.F.U.  is  an  orga- 
nization that  promotes  and 
provides  a  structure  to  New 
England  Rugby,  organizing 
divisions  and  playoffs  based 
on  experience  and  ability. 

For  those  not  in  tune 
to  Rugby,  as  is  the  case  for 
many  American's,  it  is  a 
sport  somewhat  combin- 
ing American  Football  and 
Soccer.  Two  teams  of  15 
players  take  the  field  and 
continuously  run  the  pitch 
passing  and  tackling  the  en- 
gorged football,  attempting 
to  get  it  into  their  respective 
end  zones.  This  is  the  sport 
where  you  often  see  a  pile 
of  giant  men  in  a  huge  hud- 
dle pushing  and  fighting  for 
the  guy  with  the  ball  at  the 
bottom. 

After  a  surge  of  inter- 
est in  Rugby  last  spring,  the 
WNEC  boys  whom  didn't 
and  do  not  have  a  coach, 
were  able  to  gain  acceptance 
into  the  Union  with  help 


WNEC  Rugby  was  able  to  push  their  way  to  a  N.E.R.FU  championship  ihis  year. 
Image:  WNEC 

from  the  Springfield  club 
team  the  Springfield  Rifles, 
after  an  impressive  showing 
during  an  exhibition  match 
against  the  Rifles. 

From  there  a  5  game 
regular  season  schedule  was 
made  against  other  division 
3  area  schools  with  similar 
types  of  Rugby  programs, 
most  of  which  however 
with  a  longer  history  and 
more  organization  and  help 
from  the  school  itself 

With  no  field  and  no 
funding  however  the  team 
persevered,  playing  it's  only 
home  game  at  Duggan  Mid- 
dle School  and  practicing 
on  a  patch  of  tree  grass  up 
by  Southwood.  the  Tundra 
no  longer  being  existent. 

The  team  immediately 
showed  their  right  to  be  in 


the  division,  flexing  their 
muscle  to  a  tune  of  71-17  in 
their  first  ever  N.E.R.F.U. 
match  at  Southern  Vermont; 
which  set  the  tone  for  the 
rest  of  their  4-1  season, 
comfortably  beating  most 
opponents  by  an  average 
margin  of  about  25  points. 

The  team's  only  loss 
came  right  in  the  middle  of 
the  season,  game  3  against 
Colby-Sawyer,  in  which 
they  uncharacteristically 
lost  17-2. 

Their  4- 1  record  estab- 
lished them  as  much  more 
than  a  bunch  of  rookies, 
even  though  most  of  the 
players  on  the  team  have 
been  playing  for  less  than  a 
year,  and  earned  them  a  top 
3  finish  in  the  division  and 
a  playoff  birth,  behind  only 


the  2  undefeated  teams  in 
the  division.  Eastern  Con- 
necticut and  Johnson  State. 

The  playoffs  brought 
on  some  much  greater  chal- 
lenges for  the  boys,  but 
amounted  merely  to  more 
exciting  games,  not  defeat; 
as  they  just  barely  snuck  by 
Nichols  in  the  first  round 
22-21  and  beat  Worces- 
ter Polytechnic  Institution 
14-10  in  the  second  round. 
Both  games  being  played  on 
Springfield  soil. 

The  Championship 
looked  to  be  their  greatest 
challenge  yet  though,  play- 
ing undefeated  and  number 
one  ranked  Eastern  Con- 
necticut State  University. 

On  a  rainy  Novem- 
ber morning  at  Fort  Ad- 
ams State  Park  in  Newport. 


Rhode  Island,  the  mud 
drenched  golden  bears  Rug- 
by team  played  what  must 
be  deemed  their  best  game 
of  the  year,  comfortably 
taking  care  of  ECSU  10-0 
and  securing  the  division 
title  in  just  one  year. 

Senior  Captain  Brian 
Costello  and  Junior  Captain 
Matt  Kates  led  the  team, 
along  with  Seniors  Chris 
Scuderi,  Michael  Dale,  Al- 
lan Burrage,  Tom  Staigers, 
and  Brian  Morin.  Also  play- 
ing well  and  returning  to 
next  year's  squad  will  be  Ju- 
niors John  Costello,  Ralph 
Llano,  and  Roy  Martin;  as 
well  as  Sophomores  Tom 
LeClair  and  John  Esposito. 
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SPORTS 


By  Anthony  Camardi 

The  winter  season 
has  been  going  on  for  about 
one  month  now  and  all  of 
the  sports  teams  are  well 
into  their  respective  sched- 
ules. Of  the  five  intercol- 
legiate teams  participating 
this  winter  season,  only  the 
women's  basketball  team 
has  a  record  of  .500  or  bet- 
ter. There  have  been  bright 
spots  for  all  teams  thus  far; 
however,  wins  have  not 
come  easy  for  the  Golden 
Bears  this  winter. 

The  men's  basket- 
ball team  is  five  games  into 
their  season  and  has  com- 
piled a  record  of  1  win  and  4 
losses  to  this  point.  The  win 
came  against  Keene  State 
College,  90-72,  back  on  No- 
vember 24th.  Their  most 
recent  game  came  in  a  los- 
ing effort  against  Elms  Col- 
lege, 85-64,  on  December 
1st,  and  their  next  game  is 
on  Thursday  December  3rd 
at  Fisher  College  (Mass.). 
So  far  through  their  five 
games,  the  men's  top  scorer 
is  senior  guard  Chris  John- 
son with  an  average  of  22.6 
points  per  game,  and  the  top 
rebounder  is  junior  forward 
Brad  Thomka  with  an  aver- 
age of  8  rebounds  per  game. 


Winter  Sports  Update 


Image:  WhI EC  Athletics 

The  men's  ice  hock- 
ey team  is  currently  seven 
games  into  their  season  and 
they  have  yet  to  get  into  the 
win  column.  They  have 
zero  wins,  6  losses,  and  1  tie 
through  these  seven  games, 
allowing  an  average  of  6 
goals  per  game.  Their  most 
recent  games  came  against 
Franklin  Pierce  in  a  home 
loss,  6-5,  on  November 
24th,  and  their  next  game 
is  Thursday  December  3rd 
as  they  host  Becker  College 
at  Smead  Arena  in  Spring- 
field, Mass.  Although  the 
team  has  strugaied  to  come 


up  with  wins,  the  future  of 
the  team  looks  bright  as 
their  top  seven  scorers  for 
the  2009-2010  season  thus 
far  do  not  include  a  senior. 
The  leading  scorers  this  year 
are  sophomore  center  Kory 
Grahl  with  8  points  (3  goals 
and  5  assists),  sophomore 
forward  Mike  Kaselouskas 
with  7  points  (3  goals  and 
4  assists),  and  freshman 
forward  Nico  Santaniello 
with  6  points  (4  goals  and 
2  assists).  With  this  young 
talent,  the  Golden  Bear's 
will  be  looking  forward  to 
getting  into  the  win  col- 


umn soon.  They  have  come 
close  as  they  have  three  one 
goal  losses  and  one  tie. 

The  men's  wrestling 
team  has  had  two  matches 
this  winter  and  have  not  yet 
put  up  a  satisfying  result 
as  they  came  in  6th  out  of 
6  teams  in  the  Roger  Wil- 
liams Invitational,  and  15th 
out  of  1 8  teams  in  their  most 
recent  match  at  the  Spring- 
field Doug  Parker  Invita- 
tional. Their  next  match 
is  at  the  Southern  Maine 
T.  Reese  Invitational  on 
December  5th  in  Gorham, 
Maine. 


The  women's  bas- 
ketball team  is  the  most 
successful  team  this  winter 
with  a  record  of  2  wins  and 
2  losses  in  their  four  games. 
Their  most  recent  game 
came  in  a  winning  effort 
against  Elms  College,  65- 
50,  back  on  December  1st, 
and  their  next  game  is  De- 
cember 5th  at  Becker  Col- 
lege. Their  lop  scorers  thus 
far  are  Kailah  Al-Darraji 
with  17.3  points  per  game 
and  Emily  Savino  with  15.3 
points  per  game. 

The  women's  swim 
team  has  had  5  meets  this 
winter  winning  1  and  los- 
ing 5.  Their  most  recent 
meet  came  against  Gordon 
College  back  on  November 
21st,  winning  135-99,  and 
their  next  meet  is  against 
Westfield  State  College  on 
Wednesday  December  2nd. 

Winter  sports  have 
gone  through  some  strug- 
gles this  winter,  but  are  all 
looking  forward  to  turning 
their  seasons  around  and 
having  more  successfial  sec- 
ond halves  of  their  respec- 
tive seasons  as  the  semester 
comes  to  an  end  and  the 
New  Year  turns. 


WNEK  105.1  RADIO  SCHEDULE 
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m 
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Had  Mailman  Metal 

Tyler  and  John  1 
Country  1 

1  Spencer  Btkco 

Chris  Bovino  1 

1     NIntendorks  1 

Loud  Rock     1  1     Altamativ*  I 

1                      1  Tachno/Club/Oanca 

1     Sports/Talk  | 

1    daaaicRodi  I 

(ska.punk,  Indle) 

The    Official    Student    Newspaper    of   Western    New    England  College 


The  Westerner 

1215  Wilbraham  Road,  Springfield,  Massachusetts  •  Volume  58  •  Issue  6  •  February  9,  2010 


l\  THIS  ISSUE 

News 

J-'l 

•  Haiti  Relief 
•  Vagina  Monologues 

•  Tanners  Beware 

•  Gender  Neutral  Housing 

•  Student  Senate 

•  Of  the  Month  Awards 

•  Public  Safety  Blotter 

•  Campus  Events 
•  Mortar  Board 

•  iTunes  Top  Five 


Entertainment  & 
Reviews 

5 

Movie  Review:  Dear  John 
•  Beer  Review 
•  Green  Tips 


Opinion 

6 

•  No  Tears  for  Haiti 

•  Is  Cupid  Stupid? 
•  Books  on  Fire 


Sports 

7-8 

•  Club  Sports 
•  Sports  Schedules 
•  Athlete  of  the  Week 
'  Men's  Basketball  Team 


Comments? 
Suggestions? 
Angry  letters? 

Please  e-mail: 
thewesternersn@yahoo. 
com 


The  WNEC  Haiti  Relief  Effort 


By  Canio  Carlucci 

In  light  of  the  current 
natural  disasters  that  have 
occurred  in  Haiti,  WNEC, 
Uke  many  other  communi- 
ties around  the  world,  has 
come  together  to  organize 
a  relief  effort  designed  to 
raise  funds  that  will  be  sent 
to  aid  those  in  need.  The  ef- 
fort, which  is  still  in  early 
stages  of  development,  is 
being  headed  by  Alex  Noga 
and  Chris  Naff  of  Student 
Senate.  While  the  effort 
does  plan  to  host  two  events 
this  semester,  they  plan  to 
raise  most  of  their  funds  by 
teaming  up  with  other  clubs 
on  campus  and  having  a  ro- 
tating donation  box  at  vari- 
ous campus  events. 

The  idea  was  found- 
ed over  break  when  club 
presidents  began  showing 
interest  in  starting  relief  ef- 
fort and  communicated  that 
to  each  other  on  Manhat- 
tan, planning  a  meeting  the 


Disaster  in  Haiti  has  inspirted  WI^ EC  students  to  unite. 
Image:  Google 


first  week  of  classes.  At  this 
meeting  the  etTort  was  made 
official  and  the  club  mission 
was  determined  as  follows: 
"The  WNEC  Haiti  Relief 
Effort  will  set  out  to  raise 
campus  awareness  because 
we  have  confidence  that  the 
campus  as  a  whole  is  will- 
ing to  assist  in  any  way  pos- 
sible." 

''It  may  seem  that 
we  have  been  delayed  in  the 
initiation  of  this  eftbrt,  but 
we  are  trying  to  move  for- 


ward with  prudence  in  order 
to  achieve  the  most  efficient 
and  effective  relief  effort 
possible,"  said  Chris  Naff. 

As  for  the  two  Haiti 
Relief  events  that  will  be 
hosted,  no  details  have  been 
released  beyond  announc- 
ing that  one  will  take  place 
in  the  next  few  weeks  and 
one  will  happen  towards  the 
end  of  the  semester,  most 
likely  at  the  end  of  April. 

If  you  or  anyone 
you  know  is  interested  in 


participating  in  the  relief  ef- 
fort, the  best  way  to  do  so 
would  be  to  talk  to  the  pres- 
ident of  any  club  that  you 
participate  in.  You  could 
;ilso  visit  Student  Activi- 
ties on  the  second  floor  of 
the  Campus  Center  to  gain 
more  infomiation  on  meet- 
ing times  and  how  you  can 
lend  your  assistance.  This  is 
a  good  opportunity  for  stu- 
dents looking  to  be  more  in- 
volved on  campus  because 
the  effort  is  currently  look- 
ing for  committee  members 
and  volunteers. 

While  the  recent 
events  that  have  occurred 
in  Haiti  are  no  doubt  trag- 
ic, they  have  proven  to  be 
a  strong  tool  in  uniting  not 
just  people  across  this  coun- 
try, but  on  our  campus.  Sev- 
eral strong  leadership  and 
community  service  oppor- 
tunities for  students  have 
emerged  in  the  aftermath  of 
this  tragedy. 


The  Vagina  Monologues  return  to  WNEC 


By  Sarah  Carbone 

V  is  for  victory,  V  is 
for  valentine,  and  V  is  for 
vagina.  This  is  what  the  V  in 
V-Day  stands  for.  This  year. 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege is  participating  in  the 
global  movement  known 
as  V-Day.  This  is  a  catalyst 
of  events  that  involves  de- 
mands, spirits,  a  vision  and 
awareness. 

V-Day  was  creat- 
ed in  1998  and  has  grown 
throughout  over  130  coun- 
tries. The  hope  of  this  or- 
ganization is  to  generate 
attention  toward  the  fight  to 
stop  violence  against  wom- 
en and  girls  in  the  form  of 
rape,  battery,  incest,  female 
genital  mutilation  (FGM) 
and  sexual  slavery.  As  one 
of  the  directors,  Sammy 
Moniz,  explains.  "Aware- 
ness is  the  root  of  every- 
thing and  it  touches  upon 
topics  that  people  are  afraid 
to  talk  about.  We  don't  just 
talk  about  it.  We  scream  it, 
moan  it  and  chant  it!" 

The  culminating 


UNTIL  THE  VIOLENCE  STOPS 


The  Vagina  Monologues  are  hack! 
Image:  Google 


event  to  the  V-Day  move- 
ment is  the  presentation  of 
The  Vagina  Monologues. 
The  concept  for  this  was 
originally  thought  up  by 
Eve  Ensler,  and  has  now 
been  translated  into  over 
45  different  languages.  The 
monologues  are  a  collec- 
tion of  stories  by  women 
around  the  world.  The  sto- 
ries in  Eve's  monologues 
include  memories  of  abuse 
and  rape,  love  and  hate, 
exploring  ones  sexual  side, 
the  love  for  all  types  of  va- 


ginas... and  orgasms! 

Katie  Manning  ex- 
plains just  one  of  the  many 
reasons  as  to  why  this 
touching  collection  of  sto- 
ries was  brought  to  West- 
em  New  England  College: 
"Sexual  assault  is  a  silent 
epidemic  and  the  stories 
of  these  women  need  to  be 
heard.  Bringing  the  mono- 
logues to  WNEC  is  our  way 
of  paying  homage  to  every 
woman  who  has  been  af- 
fected by  sexual  assault." 

Last    year,  V-Day 


was  revitalized  on  this 
campus  with  the  hopes  of 
creating  a  strong  founda- 
tion for  V-Day  and  The  Va- 
gina Monologues  for  years 
to  come.  Director  Heather 
Perez  stated,  "I  think  it's  im- 
portant to  bring  the  mono- 
logues back  because  of  how 
many  people  it  touched  last 
year;  those  who  were  in- 
volved, and  those  who  just 
came  to  watch  and  experi- 
ence the  show.  Bringing 
it  back  gives  people  who 
didn't  have  a  chance  to  see 
it  last  year  a  chance  to  be  a 
part  of  the  movement." 

In  conjunction  with 
this  year's  V-Day  com- 
mittee, I  invite  you  to  the 
presentation  of  The  Vagina 
Monologues.  They  will  be 
presented  on  February  26"^ 
at  7  P.M.,  as  well  as  Febru- 
ary 27'^  at  2  RM.  and  7  RM. 
Tickets  will  go  on  sale  Feb- 
ruary 22'""  in  the  Campus 
Center.  Come  watch  and 
listen,  laugh  and  cry...  But 
above  all.  be  a  Vagina  War- 
rior! 
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Frequent  tanners  beware 


Melanoma  survivor  Meghan  Rothschild  spoke  to  WN EC  students  about  the  dangers  of 

tanning. 
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Interested  in  Writing? 

The  Westerner  is  al- 
ways looking  for  writers, 
whether  you  are  an  ac- 
complished joumaiist  or 
just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  7:00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  in  Rivers  105, 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


By  Andrea  Melone 

Meghan  Rothschild, 
melanoma  survivor  and 
WNEC  guest  speaker  on 
January  28,  petrified  an  au- 
dience of  students  with  her 
story  and  statistics. 

After  years  of  wish- 
ing to  darken  her  fair  skin, 
she  became  addicted  to 
visiting  tanning  salons  on 
a  weekly  basis  at  age  17. 
When  she  was  19,  she  was 
diagnosed  with  the  second 
most  common  form  of  can- 
cer for  young  adults  aged 
15  to  29. 

She  explained  her 
fear  at  the  idea  of  being 
cursed  with  the  deadliest 
form  of  cancer.  She  was 
lucky,  however,  to  stand 
in  front  of  the  audience, 
scarred  but  alive. 

"Tanning  beds  can 
be  like  asking  for  skin  can- 
cer," a  poster  boldly  stated 
to  prove  her  point,  explain- 
ing that  the  heating  power 
of  the  beds  is  15  times 
stronger  than  the  sun. 

The  event  also  of- 


By  Katie  Grogan 


Each  year,  residents  of 
the  campus  go  through  the 
process  of  finding  people 
to  live  with.  Going  into 
your  junior  or  senior  year, 
some  of  your  best  friends 
may  be  members  of  the  op- 
posite sex;  you  want  to  live 
with  them... but  then  what? 
Well,  you're  in  luck!  This 
was  the  First  year  at  West- 
ern New  England  College 
where  senior  residents  were 
able  to  participate  in  a  pilot 
program  for  Gender  Neutral 
Housing.  This  was  a  chance 
for  seniors  who  were  con- 
sidering living  on  campus 
for  a  full  year  to  live  with 
members  of  the  opposite 
sex  in  the  apartments  and 
townhouses  on  campus.  In 
each  bedroom,  members 
of  the  same  sex  would  be 
living  together  while  they 
shared  the  same  living 
space  with  members  of  the 
opposite  sex.  This  gives  ev- 
eryone the  chance  to  live 
with  someone  they  want  to 
regardless  of  their  gender. 

Residents  that  want- 
ed to  participate  in  the  pro- 
gram were  required  to  go 


fered  make-up  kits  and  gift 
cards  as  raffle  prize  give- 
aways. Sephora  appeared 
as  a  side  guest,  including 
free  samples  and  profes- 
sional makeovers.  Aside 
from  pamphlets  on  ways  to 
be  safe  in  the  sun  and  warn- 
ing signs  of  moles  to  be 
checked,  they  had  a  machine 
that  scanned  facial  skin  for 
sun  damage,  and  asked  the 
audience  to  pledge  to  never 


Gender  Neutral  Housing 
Image:  Gogle 

through  a  short  application 
process.  The  application 
was  a  cover  sheet  that  asked 
basic  questions  including 
how  many  people  they  were 
to  have  living  in  the  group. 
Each  group  member  was 
also  asked  to  answer  a  ques- 
tion about  "why  Gender 
Neutral  Housing  was  ap- 
pealing to  them."  and  what 
were  some  challenges  and/ 
or  opportunities  of  living 
in  Gender  Neutral  Hous- 
ing. Since  this  is  a  pilot  pro- 


purposely  tan. 

Miss  Rothschild 
advised  strongly  against 
tanning  of  any  kind  -  par- 
ticularly faux  tanning  -  but 
recommended  that  those 
who  wish  to  bask  in  the  sun 
at  least  wear  sun  screen  of 
30  spf,  and  to  repeat  the 
application  every  two 
hours.  She  also  instructed 
the  audience  to  visit  der- 
matologists yearly,  partic- 


gram,  these  questions  help 
the  Office  of  Residence  Life 
figure  out  who  would  be  the 
best  participants  for  the  pro- 
gram. 

There  are  many  ben- 
efits to  having  an  opportu- 
nity like  this  available  to  the 
residents  of  WNEC.  As  Ka- 
tie Spencer,  a  current  mem- 
ber of  the  program  stated,  "1 
like  that  it  prepares  me  for 
the  real  world  in  a  way,  be- 
cause I  won't  always  have 
female  roommates  and  it's 


ularly  if  they  see  something 
of  which  they  have  concern. 
She  concluded  with  the  ad- 
monition, "Don't  think,  'It's 
never  gonna  happen  to  me,' 
because  it  really  can.  It  re- 
ally can." 

If  you  have  ques- 
tions about  melanoma,  feel 
free  to  contact  Meghan 
Rothschild  at  mrothschildfg! 
Sur\'ivingSkin.org. 


nice  to  know  what  it  is  like 
to  live  with  the  opposite 
gender  before  I'm  paying 
real  bills  with  them.  1  think 
this  program  has  a  lot  of  po- 
tential to  be  a  great  success 
with  future  classes.  It's  very 
progressive  and  shows  the 
college  taking  great  strides 
to  be  more  accepting  of  ev- 
eryone of  every  gender." 

It  also  gives  close 
friends  the  opportunity  to 
live  together  regardless 
of  their  sex.  This  program 
shows  how  forward  think- 
ing WNEC  is.  Many  of  the 
administrators  in  Residence 
Life  are  hoping  to  eliminate 
the  need  to  mark  down  a 
specific  gender  so  that  those 
who  do  not  identify  them- 
selves as  a  specific  gender 
or  choose  not  to  answer 
aren't  forced  to  do  so. 

This  year,  the  Office 
of  Residence  Life  is  trying 
to  make  it  so  that  residents 
going  into  their  junior  year 
will  be  able  to  apply  for  the 
pilot  program  for  the  2010- 
2011  school  year.  This  will 
give  the  committee  the  op- 
portunity to  expand  the  pro- 
gram to  different  popula- 
tions on  campus. 


Gender  Neutral  Housing  expansion  in  the  works 
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Graduate  representative  for  Student  Senate 


By  Kathryn  Guerra 

Student  Senate  is  in  the 
works  of  securing  a  gradu- 
ate representative  to  sit  in 
on  their  Tuesday  meetings 
and  share  input  on  school 
issues.  Creating  the  posi- 
tion of  graduate  representa- 
tive has  been  a  longstanding 
goal  of  Student  Senate,  but 
it  has  gained  new  momen- 
tum under  President  Sa- 
mantha  Bashaw. 

Last  semester,  while 
attending  the  Collabora- 
tive Springfield  Student 
Governments  conference 
held  at  Springfield  Col- 
lege, Bashaw  noticed  that 
both  American  Internation- 
al College  and  Springfield 
College  incorporated  grad- 
uate representatives  into 
their  Student  Senate. 

Describing  the  event 
as  "monumental."  Bashaw 
was  inspired  to  take  a  closer 
look  at  Western  New  Eng- 
land College's  senate  poli- 
cy. For  nearly  two  years,  a 
collaboration  has  been  "in 
the  works"  to  allow  gradu- 
ate representatives  to  serve 
on  Student  Senate.  She  ex- 
plained that  because  gradu- 
ate students  are  "very  much 
a  part  of  this  campus"  and 
graduate  programs  are  ex- 
panding, "one  thing  we 
would  like  to  do  is  find  a 
way  for  grad/law  students 
to  be  a  part  of  Student  Sen- 


The  input  that  graduate 
representatives  provide  can 
be  invaluable.  Moreover, 
as  Student  Senate  is  a  place 
where  students'  voices  are 
heard,  it  is  befitting  that  all 
students  are  represented. 
"The  law  students  some- 
times feel  excluded  from 
the  WNEC  campus  because 
they  are  their  own  "branch," 
but  we  would  like  to  get 
rid  of  this  feeling  and  al- 
low them  to  be  a  part  of  the 


underclassmen  pay  a  fee 
which  funds  undergraduate 
clubs  and  activities.  Gradu- 
ate students  at  WNEC  are 
currently  not  required  to 
pay  this  fee.  "If  the  grad/law 
rep  comes  to  our  meetings," 
said  Bashaw,  "they  essen- 
tially cannot  participate  in 
anything  that  is  funded  by 
the  activities  fee."  Both 
Springfield  College  and 
American  International 
College  have  seemingly 
avoided  this  controversy  by 


Image:  Google 

major  discussions  we  have 
about  the  campus,"  said 
Bashaw. 

Both  the  law  school 
and  Student  Bar  Associa- 
tion seem  "very  interested" 
in  creating  such  a  position, 
said  Bashaw.  With  the  new 
School  of  Pharmacy  being 
built,  there  may  even  been 
an  opportunity  for  another 
legislative  position. 

One  problem  with  im- 
plementing a  new  policy  is 
student  activities  fees.  All 


requiring  their  representa- 
tives to  pay  a  student  ac- 
tivities fee. 

On  February  16th, 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege Student  Senate  will 
host  the  executive  boards 
from  AIC,  Springfield 
College,  Baypath  College 
and  Springfield  Techni- 
cal Community  College  as 
part  of  the  Collaborative 
Springfield  Student  Gov- 
ernments conference. 


Of  the  Month  Awards 

Hey  guys,  it's  Danielle  Remigio  again,  your  Recognition 
Chairperson  from  Residence  Hall  Association.  As 
some  may  know,  we  submit  "Of  the  Month"  awards  to 
recognize  people  and  programs  on  campus.  Here  are  the 
winners  from  the  month  of  January! 

Advisor  of  the  Month: 

Matt  Scott,  Hampden  Hall 

Community  Service  Program  of  the  Month: 

Franklin  Recycles,  Franklin  Hall 

Educational  Program  of  the  Month: 

Shedding  Light  on  Domestic  Violence  Issues 

E-Board  Member  of  the  Month: 

Teresa  Mitchell 

Faculty/Staff  Member  of  the  Month: 

Andrea  St.  James 

Organization  of  the  Month: 

Vagina  Monologues 

Resident  Advisor  of  the  Month: 

Tim  Mercier 

Social  Program  of  the  Month: 

Booty  Blast!.  Southwood  Hall 

Spotlight  of  the  Month: 

Meg  McNatt 

Student  of  the  Month: 

Danielle  Gwozdz 


Do  you  want  to  recognize  someone  on  campus  and  don't 
know  how? 

E-mail  danielle.remigio@gmail.com  for  more 
information! 


PUBLIC  SAFK  IT  BLOTTER 


Around  Campus: 

Feb.  7:  Officers  are 
called  to  assist  an  ill  student. 
The  man  said  he  ingested  an 
unknown  narcotic  from  an 
unknown  person  at  a  party, 
and  began  vomiting.  The 
man  was  transported  to  the 
hospital  by  ambulance. 

Feb.  6:  Officers  on  pa- 
trol observe  a  car  in  the  Ev- 
ergreen Lot  with  an  expired 
registration.  The  vehicle  is 
immobilized.  The  owner 
contacts  the  WNEC  Police 
and  is  told  to  renew  his  regis- 
tration on-line.  He  does  and 
the  vehicle  is  released. 

Feb.  6:  Officers  on  pa- 
trol find  a  car  parked  on  Ev- 


ergreen Road  with  revoked 
registration.  The  plates  are 
confiscated  and  the  car  is 
towed  off  campus. 

Feb.  S:  Officers  respond 
to  a  report  of  a  disturbance  in 
Evergreen  Village.  Several  in- 
dividuals are  stopped  and  be- 
come uncooperative.  Two  of 
the  men  are  arrested  for  being 
disorderly,  assault  and  battery 
and  resisting  arrest  and  are 
transported  to  the  Springfield 
Police  Station.  A  third  man 
will  be  criminally  charged  in 
court  being  a  minor  in  posses- 
sion of  alcohol. 

Feb.  5:  Officers  observe 
two  males  in  the  area  of  Com- 
monwealth Hall  being  loud 
and  yelling  profanities.  The 


officers  speak  with  the  men 
and  find  marijuana  on  one  of 
them.  A  search  of  the  man's 
room  yields  paraphemalia 
and  a  large  quantity  of  alco- 
hol. All  items  are  confiscated 
and  tagged  as  evidence  or  de- 
stroyed per  policy. 

Feb:  5:  An  officer  on  pa- 
trol observes  a  car  run  a  stop 
sign.  The  car  is  stopped  and 
the  driver  identified.  The  of- 
ficer sees  cases  of  beer  inside 
the  vehicle,  and  the  driver 
is  under  21.  A  search  of  the 
vehicle  yields  a  small  amount 
of  marijuana  and  parapher- 
nalia as  well  as  the  beer  All 
the  items  are  confiscated  and 
tagged  as  evidence  or  de- 
stroyed per  policy,  and  the 


driver  is  issued  a  citation. 

Feb:  4:  Officers  are  dis- 
patched to  LaRiviere  to  assist 
the  Residence  Life  Staff  with 
an  alcohol  confiscation.  All 
the  parties  are  identified,  and 
alcohol  is  confiscated  from 
two  suites.  The  alcohol  is  later 
destroyed  and  a  report  is  com- 
pleted. 

Feb.  2:  An  officer  on 
patrol  observes  a  car  parked 
behind  the  AHLC  w  ith  no  reg- 
istration year  on  the  license 
plate.  The  plate  is  run  through 
the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles 
and  it  is  determined  that  the 
registration  was  revoked.  The 
car  was  then  towed  off  cam- 
pus. 


Announcements: 

Officers  will  be  strictly 
enforcing  all  motor  vehicle 
parking  and  driving  regula- 
tions and  violators  will  be 
cited  for  infractions.  Please 
pay  close  attention  to  your 
speed,  stop  signs,  and  park- 
ing assignments. 


The  members  of  the 
WNEC  Police  Department 
would  like  to  welcome  ev- 
eryone back  to  campus  after 
the  winter  break  and  hope 
everyone  has  a  safe  and 
healthy  spring  semester. 


tvww.wnec.edu/dps 


More  at:  httD://wwwl.wnec.edu/dps/index.cfm?selection=doc.6901 
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Upcoming  Campus  Events 


Sexual  Responsibility  Week  hosted  by  PEN 


Tuesday  2/9 

6:00  PM 


12:00-2:00  PM 


Wednesday  2/10 

7:00  PM 


12:00-2:00  PM 


Thursday  2/U 

12:00-2:00  PM 


Friday  2/12 
11:00  PM 


Japanese  Art  Festival 
Rivers  Arena 

(hosted  by  the  Review  of  Art  i 
Literature  and  WJAS) 

Carnation  Sale 

Campus  Center  Mall  Area 

(hosted  by  Senior  Council) 


Dream  Date 
Rivers  Arena 
(hosted  by  RHA) 

Carnation  Sale 

Campus  Center  Mall  Area 

(hosted  by  Senior  Council) 


Carnation  Sale 

Campus  Center  Mall  Area 

(hosted  by  Senior  Council) 

100  Days  Party 
Rivers  Arena 

(hosted  by  Senior  Council) 


Late  Night  @  the  Rock: 
"Magic:  The  Gathering  Draft" 
Rock  Cafe 
(hosted  by  WARP) 


Saturday  2/13 

8:00  PM 


11:00  PM 


Sunday  2/14 

Happy  Valentine's  Day! 


Testing  for  Echo 
Rock  Cafe 

(hosted  by  CAB  Small  Concerts) 

Late  Night  @  The  Rock 
Rock  Cafe 


Mortar  Board  Visibility  Week 
Monday  2/1 S 

2:00-6:00  PM 


Wednesday  2/17 

5:00  PM 


Thursday  2/18 

6:00  PM 


Friday  2/19 

11:00  PM 


Saturday  2/20 
11:00  PM 


Health,  Wellness,  Beauty,  &  Gaming  Expo 
AHLC 


Night  Skiing  at  Jiminy  Peak 
Jiminy  Peak  -  Hancock.  MA 
(hosted  by  Outing  Club) 


Ebony  Food  Fesl  &  Gospel  Concert 
Rivers  Arena 
(hosted  by  U+ME) 


Late  Night  @  The  Rock 
Rock  Cafe 


Late  Night  @  The  Rock 
Rock  Cafe 


Mortar  Board  Visibility  Week 


By  Katie  Grogan 

Mortar  Board  is  a  na- 
tional college  Senior  Honor 
Society  that  recognizes  stu- 
dents for  their  scholarship, 
leadership,  and  service. 
There  are  over  240,000 
members  thai  have  been 
initialed,  ranging  from  Sec- 
retary of  Slate  Condoleezza 
Rice,  to  professional  foot- 
ball player  Drew  Brees, 


During  the  week 
of  February  14,  the  West- 
ern New  England  College 
Chapter  of  Mortar  Board, 
among  others,  will  be  cel- 
ebrating Mortar  Board  Visi- 
bility Week.  The  main  goals 
of  the  week  are  to  gain  vis- 
ibility on  campus,  and  to  let 
people  know  our  purpose  in 
society.  This  year.  Mortar 
Board  has  put  on  numerous 


^^^^ 
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events  for  the  community. 
Members  teamed  up  with 
RHA  for  Safe  Trick-or-Treat 
night,  where  they  incorpo- 
rated our  National  Project, 
Reading  is  Leading,  and  put 
on  a  skit  while  reading  to 
the  children  in  attendance. 
Members  also  organized  a 
Virtual  Book  Drive  and  the 
Midnight  Madness  service 
activity  that  was  able  to  do- 


nate over  S2.000  for  books, 
along  with  hundreds  of  do- 
nated books,  to  the  Boys 
and  Girls  Club. 

Please  join  us  on 
Wednesday,  February  1 7, 
from  5-8  P.M.  at  Friendly  s 
on  Wilbraham  Road  to  help 
support  our  group.  All  you 
have  to  do  is  mention  Mor- 
tar Board! 


^    iTunes  Top  Fives    ^  ..,.c.^„.,. 

Top  5  Songs: 

1  .Imma  Be  -  Black  Eyed  Peas 

2.  Need  You  Now  -  Lady  Antebellum 

3.  TiK  ToK  -  Ke$ha 

4.  Hey,  Soul  Sister  -  Train 

5.  BedRock  -  Young  Money  &  Lloyd 

Writer's  Song  Pick;  Two  is  Better  Than 
One  -  Boys  Like  Girls  (feat.  Taylor  Swift) 

LAf?Y'    '  V 

AntkbcLiUm 

Top  5  Albums: 

1  .Need  You  Now  -  Lady  Antebellum 

2.  Rebirth  -  Lil  Wayne 

3.  Hope  For  Haiti  Now  -  Various  Artists 

4.  Play  On  -  Carrie  Underwood 

5.  The  E.N.D.  -  Black  Eved  Peas 

Writer's  Album  Pick:  The  Element  Of 
Freedom  -  Alicia  Keys 

ERITERTAmMEIVT 
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Movie  Review:  Dear  John 


By  Andrea  Melone 

Dear  John  has  been  the 
most  anticipated  love  story 
since  Nicholas  Sparks'  The 
Notebook.  For  those  of  you 
who  do  not  know.  Dear 
John  is  about  a  girl  named 
Savannah  Curtis  (Amanda 
Seyfried)  and  a  boy  named 
John  Tyree  (Channing  la- 
tum) who  meet  each  other 
over  the  summer.  The  only 
problem  is  that  John  is  a 
solider  in  the  U.S.  Army,  so 
they  only  have  two  weeks 
together.  Within  those  t\so 
weeks.  Savannah  and  John 
fall  hopelessly  in  love.  They 
decide  to  continue  their  re- 
lationship and  exchange 
letters  to  each  other  after 
John  is  deployed  to  the  war 
Although  I  had  not  read  the 
book,  when  I  heard  rumors 
of  it  outshining  The  Note- 
book, I  had  to  see  it  for  my- 
self. My  high  expectations 
were  far  from  reached.  Do 
not  understand  me  wrong, 
it  was  a  decent  film,  but 
definitely  not  the  best  love- 
story.  I  would  give  it  about  3 
out  of  5  stars. 

If  you're  a  hopeless 
romantic,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  you  will  walk  out  of  the 
theatre  sobbing,  as  did  many 
people.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  you're  more  like  me,  you 
may  find  some  of  the  scenes 


Dear  John,  released  in  theaters  on  February  5th.  is  now  playing  in  theaters. 
Image:  Google 


a  tad  overdramatic  and  sap- 
py. Therefore,  I  wouldn't 
recommend  this  as  a  date- 
night  movie.  I  have  a  strong 
feeling  that  most  men  will 
find  Dear  John  hard  to  en- 
dure and  sit  through  for  an 
hour  and  forty-five  min- 


utes. I  think  this  because  84 
percent  of  the  people  who 
saw  Dear  John  this  week- 
end were  females. 

One  of  the  reasons  that 
the  majority  of  the  audience 
was  female,  despite  the  fact 
that  it's  a  romance,  is  be- 


cause the  leading  actor  of 
the  film  is  Channing  Tatum. 
To  see  this  handsome  heart- 
throb on  the  big  screen 
was  compelling  enough  to 
convince  me  to  go  watch 
the  movie.  His  chemis- 
try with  Amanda  Seyfried 


is  undoubtedly  sweet  and 
charming.  However,  it  sur- 
prised me  that  Seyfried  was 
casted.  Personally,  I  felt 
it  was  too  big  of  a  role  for 
her  to  act,  which  is  a  reason 
why  it  ranked  lower  in  my 
eyes. 

In  the  end,  I  would 
recommend  any  girl  who 
likes  a  romantic  movie  to 
see  it.  though  it  is  one  of 
those  movies  that  you  can 
wait  until  it  comes  out  on 
DVD.  And  although  this  is 
not  a  must-see  film.  It  did 
knock  Avatar  out  of  the  top 
spot.  Dear  John  brought  in 
a  whopping  $32.4  million 
dollars  between  Friday  and 
Sunday,  despite  the  fact  that 
Sunday  was  the  Superbowl. 
It  was  surely  a  surprise  to  the 
distributor  Screen  Gems, 
who  had  only  anticipated  a 
S20  million  intake  over  the 
course  of  the  weekend;  the 
movie  only  took  $25  mil- 
lion to  produce. 

For  all  of  you  inter- 
ested in  this  movie,  if  you 
have  no  plans  this  Valen- 
tine's Day  weekend.  Dear 
John  would  definitely  be 
an  appropriate  movie  to 
go  watch  with  your  closest 
friends.  1  must  say  there  is 
a  surprising,  jaw-dropping 
twist  in  the  movie,  which 
kept  my  attention  through- 
out DearJohnl 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


Pick  Axe  Pale  Ale 


By  Canio  Carlucci  and  Adie  Giguere 

The  Beer  Pros 


Note:  All  students  imbibing 
alcohol  must  be  of  age.  Please  drink 
responsibly  and  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidelines  and  rules  regarding  alcohol 
possession,  use.  and  procuremenL 


For  the  first  review 
of  the  semester  we  de- 
cided to  go  with  some- 
thing totally  random. 
After  a  twenty-five 
minute  trip  to  Winn 
that  was  more  like  a 
trip  to  Blockbuster, 
we  returned  with  a 
$10  six  pack  of  Pick 
Axe  Pale  Ale  by  Tom- 
mvKjiocker  Brewery. 
With  no  expectations 
other  than  the  obvi- 
ous fact  it  is  a  pale 
ale,  we  cracked  open 
a  few  bottles  and  got 
to  work.  Our  first  ob- 
servation was  a  sweet 
citrus  smell,  followed 
by  a  first  sip  which  re- 
vealed a  medium  bod- 
ied, mildly  carbonated 


beer  with  the  typical 
citrus/hoppy  pale  ale 
taste.  Pick  Axe,  how- 
ever, has  slightly  more 
of  a  citrus  orange 
taste  than  most  pale 
ales  and  we  felt  it  was 
missing  something, 
perhaps  a  crisp  puncfi 
or  a  better  aftertaste. 
But  in  the  end,  we 
both  agreed  that  while 
it  may  DC  a  tasty  beer, 
it  was  nothing  too  spe- 
cial, especiany  at  $10 
a  SIX  pack.  We  give 
Pick  Axe  Pale  Ale  3/5 
beers,  primarily  be- 
cause it  is  way  too  ex- 
pensive for  broke  col- 
lege students  like  us. 


Tommyknocker  Pick 
Axe  Pale  Ale 

iff 

3/5  Beers 


Green  I^M 


By  Adie  Giguere 
As  college  students,  we're  all  on  our  computers 
everyday,  whether  doing  work  for  school  or  just 
creeping  on  Facebook.  As  we  proceed  into  spring 
semester,  keep  these  tips  in  mind  and  be  a  little 
greener  with  your  computer  use: 

1 .  Instead  of  printing  out  a  million  pages  of 
research  for  a  project,  try  to  read  articles  online 
and  take  notes.  You'll  save  paper  and  be  more 
likely  to  actually  process  some  of  that  research. 

2.  If  you  have  a  printer,  make  sure  you  recycle 
empty  cartridges! 

3.  Figure  out  which  professors  are  cool  with  you 
sending  your  assignments  over  Manhattan  rather 
than  handing  in  a  hard  copy. 

4.  Check  syllabi  and  study  PowerPoints  online 
rather  than  print  them  out. 

5.  Turn  off  your  laptop  overnight! 
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No  tears  for  Haiti 


By  Mitch  Westy 


The  one  question  that 
comes  to  my  mind  when 
we  talk  about  the  "Haitian 
Relief  Effort"  is  when  do 
we  get  to  say,  enough  is 
enough  Haiti?  Personally,  I 
reached  that  point  long  be- 
fore the  January  earthquake 
ever  happened.  It's  hard  to 
imagine  Haiti  before  this 
incident  simply  because  as 
soon  as  someone  says  the 
words  "natural  disaster," 
Americans  eyes  glaze  over, 
and  wallets  come  out.  Yet 
no  questions  have  been 
raised  in  regards  to  where 
this  money  is  actually  going 
to  end  up.  Allow  me  to  hit 
you  with  a  little  knowledge, 
America  -  you'll  be  wast- 
ing your  money  donating  to 
Haiti. 

Now,  before  the  two 
people  who  actually  read 


By  Lauren  Silvis 

Remember  those  little 
Valentine's  Day  cards  we 
used  to  hand  out  in  elemen- 
tary school?  We  would  pick 
out  a  box  of  cards  featuring 
our  favorite  cartoon  char- 
acters, from  Power  Rang- 
ers to  Barbie,  Blues  Clues 
to  SpongeBob,  and  tape  a 
piece  of  candy  on  it  and 
hand  them  out  to  the  other 
children  in  class.  Even  at 
five  years  old,  we  had  got- 
ten sucked  into  the  com- 
mercialized Valentine's  Day 
atmosphere. 

Today,  when  most 
adults  think  of  Valentine's 
Day,  their  first  thoughts  are 
of  being  with  a  significant 
other,  followed  by  candy, 
flowers  and  diamond  jew- 


By  Maurica  Mcdougale 


It's  practically  world- 
wide knowledge  that  college 
books  cost  an  arm  and  a  leg. 
Knowing  this  doesn't  seem 
to  lessen  the  effect  it  has  on 
your  wallet.  College  text 
books  are  on  fire  -  burning 
holes  through  pockets,  wal- 
lets and  purses! 

I  haven't  had  one 
friend  who  hasn't  com- 
plained about  how  much  it 
costs  to  buy  a  semester  of 
books,  and  I  don't  under- 
stand why  we  have  to  pay 


this  paper  start  flipping  cars 
in  the  WNEC  parking  lot 
to  protest,  let  me  lay  the 
facts  out  for  you.  Prior  to 
the  earthquake,  one  third 
of  Haiti's  population  lived 
on  less  than  $2  a  day,  yet 
Port  de  Prince  (the  Capital 
City  of  Haiti)  is  less  than  60 
miles  away  from  the  border 
of  the  Dominican  Republic 
-  one  of  the  most  popular 
tourist  spots  in  the  world. 
How  is  it  that  an  island  only 
400  miles  long  can  be  home 
to  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful nations  and  one  of  the 
most  impoverished  nations? 

It's  a  mystery  to  me 
because  Haiti  has  been  giv- 
en plenty  of  opportunities 
to  succeed,  and  more  than 
enough  help.  In  the  1990's 
the  U.S.  Government  donat- 
ed a  total  of  SI  00  million  in 
an  effort  to  improve  Haiti's 
police  and  justice  system. 


eiry.  However,  we  are  un- 
der the  false  impression  that 
Valentine's  Day  is  about 
materialistic  things.  This  is 
not  just  the  fault  of  Madi- 
son Avenue  but  also  society, 
who  buys  all  of  this  stuff. 

Valentine's  Day,  in 
particular,  is  a  holiday  that 
suffers  the  most  persecution 
as  being  worthless:  roses 
are  considerably  marked 
up.  Jewelry  stores  broadcast 
endless  commercials,  candy 
and  hallmark  cards  fly  off 
shelves. 

For  people  who  aren't 
in  a  relationship,  Valen- 
tine's Day  seems  especially 
unnecessary.  Some  say  we 
might  as  well  nickname  it 
"Singles  Awareness  Day," 
because  if  you  have  no 


such  a  hefty  cost.  Isn't  it 
enough  that  we  file  bank- 
ruptcy after  paying  tuition? 
Apparently  not! 

There  is  no  reason 
why  Follett  should  charge 
so  much  for  books  when 
there  are  other  sources  pro- 
viding the  same  books  for 
much  less.  It  would  make 
more  sense,  it  seems  to  me, 
to  have  books  cost  a  lot  less 
so  that  everyone  could  find 
it  reasonable  to  purchase 
from  the  bookstore  instead 
of     from  Amazon.com, 


By  the  end  of  the  decade 
however,  Haitian  law  en- 
forcement and  court  sys- 
tems were  found  to  be  just 
as  unstable,  ineffective,  and 
corrupt  as  they  had  been  in 
previous  years.  Yet  in  true 
American  fashion  we  decid- 
ed to  throw  another  4  mil- 
lion dollars  at  the  problem, 
and  in  2005,  hired  a  private 
contractor  to  once  again 
try  to  improve  the  judicial 
system.  Not  surprisingly 
we  were  met  with  failure, 
as  our  advice  fell  on  deaf 
ears,  and  our  money  slipped 
into  a  system  of  untraceable 
Haitian  offices. 

Haiti  has  in  fact  been 
given  $8.3  billion  dollars  in 
aid  related  relief  since  1 969. 
Yet,  somehow  despite  all  of 
this  aid  Haiti  has  managed 
to  slip  even  deeper  into  pov- 
erty by  approximately  25% 
since  1945.  Ifwetakeastep 


plans  the  night  of  February 
I4'^  you  feel  insignificant 
and  the  odd-person-out. 
Freshman  Amy  Koltz  said 
that  she  thinks  Valentine's 
Day  is  a  precious  holiday, 
but,  "It's  such  a  slap  in  the 
face  if  you  do  not  have  any- 
one to  share  it  with."  Even 
still,  75%  of  Western  New 
England  College  students 
feel  that  Valentines  Day 
should  be  celebrated,  even 
if  someone  doesn't  have  a 
significant  other. 

Today,  barely  anyone 
knows  the  legend  and  im- 
portance behind  why  these 
holidays  are  celebrated.  It  is 
not  for  the  candy,  presents, 
dinner,  or  fact  that  we  have 
a  girlfriend/boyfriend  to 
celebrate  with,  but  instead 

Books  on  fire 

Chegg.com  or  Half.com  - 
where  it  is  easy  to  order  or 
rent  books  for  much  cheap- 
er. I'm  sure  the  bookstore 
turns  more  people  away 
with  such  high  prices  -  and 
loses  more  money  -  than 
what  they  are  making  with 
markup. 

Many  students,  in- 
cluding myself,  borrow 
books  from  friends,  buy 
them  online  or  off  other 
students.  Doing  this,  I  have 
saved  nearly  $200.  This 
semester,  1  had  to  buy  one 


back  to  look  at  the  situation 
in  Haiti,  it  becomes  very  ob- 
vious that  its  problems  are 
beyond  money.  Haiti  needs 
a  total  overhaul  in  order  to 
save  itself  from  itself.  This 
would  mean  occupying  the 
area  and  installing  a  brand 
new  government  infrastruc- 
ture. Weil,  if  America  can't 
do  it,  no  one  can...  right? 
Oh,  wait  a  minute.  We  tried 
that  in  Iraq  and  are  still  try- 
ing to  force-feed  the  Iraqi's 
our  type  of  government. 
Without  major  political 
change  your  $10  donation, 
and  everyone  else's,  will  be 
sucked  into  the  black  hole 
that  is  Haiti  and  will  most 
likely  never  make  a  differ- 
ence. 

As  hard  as  it  is  to  ac- 
cept, we  -  as  a  nation  -  need 
to  acknowledge  that  we  are 
no  longer  the  super  power 
we  once  were  and  need  to 


is  in  honor  of  Saint  Valen- 
tine, a  man  who  could  not 
say  no  to  love. 

In  third  century 
Rome,  Emperor  Claudius 
II  thought  that  men  fought 
better  in  war  if  they  were 
single  as  opposed  to  mar- 
ried, fighting  hardest  with- 
out the  fear  of  leaving  a 
family  behind.  He  decreed 
that  young  men  must  never 
be  married.  A  priest  by  the 
name  of  St.  Valentine  felt 
this  rule  was  an  outrage.  St. 
Valentine  could  not  bring 
himself  to  prevent  the  holy 
matrimony  of  two  young 
people  who  were  in  love. 
In  opposition,  he  married 
the  young  couples  secretly. 
When  Emperor  Claudius  II 
found  out  about  St.  Valen- 


book  from  the  bookstore 
that  cost  $140  -  $20  more 
than  what  I  was  able  to  get 
my  other  seven  books  for. 

Honestly,  isn't  this 
getting  a  little  ridiculous?  In 
addition  to  the  books  cost- 
ing so  much  money,  the 
bookstore  gives  students  a 
false  sense  of  security  by 
stating  that  the  books  can  be 
returned  and  bought  back. 
Yes,  some  books  can  be 
bought  back  -  for  less  than 
a  fourth  of  what  they  cost. 
First  semester  i  spent  $600 


start  adjusting  our  conduct 
accordingly.  This  means, 
under  no  circumstances, 
should  we  be  leading  re- 
lief efforts  to  reform  a  na- 
tion, or  even  donating  our 
money.  It's  perhaps  even 
harder  to  believe  that  while 
1  in  8  American  families  are 
struggling  to  put  food  on  the 
table,  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment is  able  to  pledge 
$114  million  to  another  na- 
tion. Shouldn't  we  use  that 
money  earmarked  for  Haiti 
to  pay  down  our  $12  trillion 
deficit,  or  maybe  to  create 
some  new  jobs?  Maybe  it's 
time  to  let  another  country 
step  up  to  the  plate  and  deal 
with  this  one,  while  we  do 
our  best  to  stop  Uncle  Sam 
from  hemorrhaging  money, 
and  bleeding  to  death. ..just 
a  thought. 


tine's  flirtive  actions,  he  put 
the  priest  to  death. 

St.  Valentine  died  in 
the  name  of  love.  With 
each  couple  he  married, 
his  clandestine  actions  be- 
came more  obvious  to  the 
emperor,  and  St.  Valen- 
tine drew  closer  and  closer 
to  his  death.  However,  he 
died  with  honor  and  pride 
because  he  had  done  the 
right  thing.  This  is  why  the 
holiday  is  celebrated.  For 
the  reasons  he  found  love 
so  important,  is  the  reason 
why  we  should  celebrate 
Valentine's  Day.  So  is  cupid 
stupid?  Hardly  -  he  was  a 
hopeless  romantic.  How- 
ever, the  way  society  has 
transformed  this  celebratory 
day;  now,  that  is  stupid. 


on  books  from  the  bookstore 
thinking  it  wasn't  a  big  deal 
because  they  would  buy 
them  back  for  half  price. 
When  I  attempted  to  sell 
them  back,  I  found  out  that 
five  of  the  eight  couldn't 
be  resold  and  got  only  a 
measly  $70  for  the  two  that 
could.  I  was  so  shocked 
my  jaw  literally  dropped 
open.  This  is  robbery!  The 
bookstore  should  tell  you  it 
doesn't  accept  books  back 
because  that  would  at  least 
CoNTl^uED  ON  Page  7 


Is  Cupid  stupid? 


SPORTS 
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By  Anthony  Camardi 

All  over  campus 
there  has  been  an  expressed 
interest  in  club  sports  and 
many  students  are  hoping 
for  results  in  the  near  future. 
There  are  a  lot  of  issues  and 
concerns  that  have  to  get 
ironed  out  before  a  program 
for  club  sports  can  develop, 
as  well  as  a  lot  of  people 
that  Student  Senate  has  to 
go  through  in  order  for  club 
sports  to  become  a  part  of 
the  campus. 

"In  order  for  club 
sports  to  be  a  part  of  this 
school  we  have  to  get  over  a 
lot  of  hurdles,"  said  Legis- 
lative Committee  Chairper- 
son Elizabeth  Walsh.  "This 
is  something  that  is  not  go- 
ing to  happen  right  away." 

As  of  right  now  there 
is  no  exact  timeframe  for 
when  plans  will  be  put  to 
action,  but  Student  Senate 
is  working  at  trying  to  get 
things  moving  in  the  right 
direction. 

"We  are  in  the  begin- 
ning stages  of  working  this 
out  and  using  the  responses 
received  by  the  survey.  We 
are  looking  into  the  best 
interests  of  the  students  as 


High  interest  in  club  sports 


Image:  Google 

to  where  our  approach  will 
go,"  Walsh  said. 

During  the  fall  2009 
semester  there  was  a  survey 
put  on  Manhattan  regard- 
ing club  sports.  There  were 
over  one  thousand  respons- 
es to  the  survey  showing 
that  passion  for  club  sports 
is  among  the  students.  The 


four  sports  that  received 
the  most  votes  were  soccer, 
volleyball,  basketball,  and 
football,  respectively.  It 
would  be  a  problem  to  have 
club  teams  of  these  sports 
due  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
varsity  level  teams  for  each 
here  at  Western  New  Eng- 
land College. 

The  concept  of  club 
sports  and  intramural  sports 
often  gets  misconstrued  by 
students.  The  true  defini- 
tion of  club  sports  is  inter- 
collegiate competition  that 
is  recognized  and  controlled 
by  the  athletic  department 
and  does  not  have  a  var- 
sity counterpart  within  the 
institution.  Intramurals 
are  sports  played  within 
the  school  by  non-varsity 
WNEC  students.  Such  club 
and  intramural  sports  on 
campus  include  rugby,  la- 
crosse (both  club),  bowling, 
martial  arts,  basketball,  soc- 
cer, volleyball,  and  racquet 
ball  (all  intramural).  The 
major  difference  between 
club  and  intramural  is  that 
intramural  sports  can  have  a 
varsity  affiliate.  The  Rugby 
and  Lacrosse  club  teams, 
however,  are  not  affiliated 


by  the  school  and  are  stu- 
dent run.  Although  these 
two  sports  are  considered 
club  sports,  they  are  not  a 
part  of  WNEC's  efforts  to 
develop  a  club  sports  pro- 
gram. 

Another  negative  of 
club  sports  is  that  there  are 
only  a  select  few  schools 
with  similar  club  teams, 
leading  to  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  it  is  worth 
the  money  if  there  is  going 
to  be  such  limited  competi- 
tion. Promoting  intramurals 
between  schools,  for  exam- 
ple, if  the  intramural  cham- 
pion of  one  school  played 
the  intramural  champion  of 
another  school,  would  be 
much  cheaper  than  starting 
up  a  whole  new  club  sports 
program.  However,  with 
63%  interest  in  the  club 
sports  program,  a  strong  ef- 
fort is  going  to  be  made  to 
get  club  sports  on  the  front 
burners  of  conversation 
within  Student  Senate. 

Unfortunately,  the 
many  other  factors  that 
would  be  involved  with 
club  sports  would  make 
money  a  big  issue.  Such 
factors  include  insurance 
policies,  facility  time  con- 


flicts, wear  and  tear  on  the 
facilities,  coaches,  referees, 
transportation,  equipment, 
and  competition.  Also, 
with  more  activity  in/on 
these  facilities,  more  atten- 
tion would  have  to  be  paid 
by  the  maintenance  crew  to 
make  sure  they  are  in  good 
condition.  The  cost  of  re- 
placing a  turf  athletic  field 
is  over  $600,000,  on  top  of 
tens  of  thousands  of  dollars 
to  maintain  it.  The  cost  to 
replace  and  refurbish  the 
basketball  court  is  between 
$225,000  and  $250,000. 

Being  that  money  is 
the  one  key  issue  at  hand, 
not  only  is  the  budget  going 
to  have  to  allow  for  this  to 
happen,  but  the  students  are 
going  to  have  to  be  willing 
to  give  as  well. 

"Even  though  there 
are  a  lot  of  kinks  to  work 
out,  there  is  such  a  high  in- 
terest in  club  sports  on  cam- 
pus that  we  are  doing  our 
best  to  make  this  a  high  pri- 
ority," Walsh  said.  "It  is  not 
going  to  be  easy,  but  steps 
are  being  made  in  the  right 
direction  to  get  this  issue  on 
the  table." 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


WRESTLING 

2/12/2010       Johnson  and  Wales  University  6:00  PM 

2/12/2010       Coast  Guard  Springfleld,  Mass.  6:00  PM 

2/20/2010       NEWA  Championship  9:00  AM 

2/21/2010       NEWA  Championship  9:00  AM 


MEN'S  ICE  HOCKEY 

2/13/2010       Johnson  and  Wales  University  1:45  PM 

2/14/2010       Salve  Regina  University  4:30  PM 

2/18/2010       Nichols  College  7:25  PM 

2/20/2010       Suffolk  University  7:00  PM 


WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 

2/1 1  /20 1 0       Westfield  State  College  7:00  PM 

2/13/2010      Gordon  College  1:00  PM 

2/17/2010  Anna  Maria  College  6:00  PM 
2/20/20 1 0       Colby-Sawyer  College  3:00  PM 


MEN'S  BASKETBALL 

2/11/2010        Springfield  College 
2/13/2010      Gordon  College 

2/17/2010       Anna  Maria  College 
2/20/2010       Colby-Sawyer  College 


00  PM 
00  PM 

00  PM 
00  PM 


SWIMMING 


2/19-21/2010  NEISDA  Championship 


GOLDEN  BEARS  ATHLETICS  RECORDS 


Wrestling 

Wins:  5 
Losses:  6 
Ties: 0 


Ice  Hockey: 

Wins:  2 
Losses:  1 7 
Ties:  I 


Swimming: 

Wins:  3 
Losses:  10 
Ties: 0 


Men's  Basketball:     Women's  Basketball: 


Wins:  II 
Losses:  9 
Ties:  0 


Wins:  12 
Losses:  7 
Ties:  0 


Books  continued 

save  you  time  you'll  waste 
going  there,  and  would  pre- 


vent the  intense  burning 
sensation  you'll  feel  as  an- 
ger boils  in  your  veins. 

Why  aren't  we  told 
these  things?  It  has  always 


been  a  well  known  concept 
that  college  books  are  ex- 
tremely pricey  but  1,  as  well 
as  many  others,  have  now 
begun  to  truly  understand 


the  severity  of  the  state-  not  change.  I  guess  that's 
ment.  Unfortunately,  for  us   good  for  Amazon! 
and  all  college  students  ev- 
erywhere, there  is  no  doubt 
in  my  mind  that  things  will 
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Men's  Basketball  having  a  steady  season 


Athlete  of  the  Issue:  Brendan 
Murphy,  Men's  Basketball 


Brendan  Murphy 
Image:  Golden  Bears 
Basketball 

By  Matt  Sirigu 


The  WNEC  athlete  that 
has  performed  and  led  their 
team  most  admirably  over 
the  last  month,  and  earned 
the  athlete  of  the  week  for 
this  the  first  issue  of  the  se- 
mester, is  Men's  basketball 
standout  Guard/Forward 
Brendan  Murphy. 

Murphy,  a  senior  cap- 
tain from  West  Springfield, 
has  been  one  of  the  team's 


most  consistent  and  effec- 
tive weapons,  averaging 
10  points  and  5  rebounds  a 
game. 

Murphy  led  the  team  in 
points  in  its  most  recent  vic- 
tory over  Salve  Regina  with 
22  and  8  rebounds.  Murphy 
also  led  the  team  in  points 
over  winter  break  in  a  win 
over  Roger  Williams. 

Brendan  has  been  one 
of  the  Men's  team's  most 
valuable  assets,  averaging 
27  minutes  a  game  and  be- 
ing one  of  few  players  to 
start  every  game  this  sea- 
son. 

What  really  sets  Mur- 
phy apart  is  his  3-point 
shooting;  with  the  teams 
best  percentage  from  deep, 
.409,  and  the  second  most 
overall. 

Murphy  credited  a  re- 
cent shift  in  the  line-up  and 
the  bench  for  the  way  the 
team's  been  playing  togeth- 
er and  his  overall  success. 

Brendan's  a  Senior 
Marketing  Major  and  a 
team  leader,  recently  being 
named  Captain;  and  will  be 
graduating  this  spring. 


By  Anthony  Camardi 


The  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  Men's  Basket- 
ball team  is  in  the  hunt  for  a 
conference  playoff  spot  this 
year.  They  got  off  to  a  shaky 
start  losing  their  first  three 
games,  but  have  fought  their 
way  back  to  a  solid  record  at 
1 1  wins  and  9  losses. 

"In  the  beginning  of  the 
year  the  team  was  struggling 
to  find  their  identity,"  said 
Junior  Guard  Andre  Duncan. 
"Throughout  the  season  we 
have  been  figuring  out  how 
to  play  as  a  team  and  com- 
municate, and  it  has  led  to 
recent  success." 

The  team  currently  has 
a  5  win  and  3  loss  confer- 
ence record,  which  is  good 
for  fifth  place  in  the  Com- 
monwealth Coast  Confer- 
ence so  far  this  season.  This 
puts  them  in  a  good  posi- 
tion now  to  contend  for  a 
conference  championship. 
They  have  five  conference 
games  remaining  with  their 
next  contest  coming  agamst 
Springfield  College  on  Feb- 
ruary I  Ith.  The  Golden 
Bears  won  their  last  two 
games  and  the  team  is  look- 
ing to  take  these  wins  and 
turn  them  into  a  positive  run 
as  they  get  back  on  the  win- 


WNEC  Men  s  Basketball  Team 
Image:  WNEC  Athletics 

ning  side  of  things. 

"I  think  we  have  a  good 
chance  to  be  in  the  top  three 
in  the  conference  by  the 
end  of  the  year,"  said  Junior 
Guard  Chris  Devine  from 
local  Wilbraham.  MA.  "We 
have  to  come  to  practice 
every  day.  work  hard,  and 
buy  into  each  other  that  we 
can  pull  it  together  and  get 
to  where  we  want  to  be,  and 
that  is  on  top." 

At  this  point  last  year, 
WNEC  was  5  and  14  over- 
all with  a  3  and  5  conference 
record.  Much  improvement 


has  been  made  by  the  team 
th i s  year  and  things  are 
looking  up  for  the  Men's 
Basketball  program.  Lead- 
ing scorers  for  this  season's 
team  are  Senior  Guard  Rick 
Johnson  with  16.5  points 
and  4.2  rebounds  per  game, 
Sophomore  Guard  Andre 
Shaw  with  15.1  points  per 
game,  and  Junior  Guard 
Chris  Devine  with  10.2 
points  and  6.1  rebounds  per 
game. 
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WNEC  hosts  11th  Annual  Girls  &  Women  in  Sports  Day 


By  Kathryn  Guerra 

On  Saturday,  Feb- 
ruary 13,  Western  New 
England  College  [WNEC] 
hosted  its  annual  Girls  and 
Women  in  Sports  Day  at  the 
Alumni  Healthfiji  Living 
Center  [AHLC], 

Nationally,  Girls  and 
Women  in  Sports  Days 
are  conducted  in  over  fifty 
states,  honoring  girls  and 
women  who  are  active  in 
athletics. 

The  mission  of  the 
day  is  simple:  to  reward  and 
pay  tribute  to  athletes  ev- 
erywhere, young  and  old;  to 
further  equality  in  women's 
sports  and  encourage  par- 
ticipation in  athletics  from 
a  new  generation  of  young- 
sters. 

At  WNEC,  student- 
athletes  like  Erin  Doherty 
[Junior.  Lacrosse]  are  fully 
behind  this  mission.  !n  total. 


over  100  WNEC  athletes 
volunteered  in  Saturday's 
event,  distributing  lunches, 
working  security,  and  help- 
ing kids  sink  three-point 
shots  and  hit  homeruns. 

So  many  people  were 
interested  in  volunteering 
for  the  event,  said  Doherty, 
"We  actually  have  to  turn 
away  athletes.  It's  pretty 
much  a  guarantee  people 
are  going  to  show  up." 

"This  day  wouldn't 
happen  without  our  stu- 
dent-athletes," said  Jennifer 
Kolins,  the  WNEC  tennis 
coach.  "Our  student-ath- 
letes have  really  stepped  up 
in  all  different  areas,  and  it's 
all  voluntary.  It's  not  man- 
datory that  they  be  here. 
They  find  it  important  to  be 
role  models  and  pass  along 
what  they  know." 

At  WNEC,  a  win- 
ning altitude  both  on  and 


Basketball  was  included  in  the  festivities. 

Image:  wnec.edu 


off"  the  field  is  emphasized. 
"The  main  thing  of  the  day 
is  confidence  and  self  es- 
teem," said  Coach  Kolins. 
"We  have  a  lot  of  kids  who 
are  taking  sports  they  have 
never  played  before.  We 
want  to  give  them  that  con- 
fidence to  go  out  and  try 


something  new." 

Christine  Stratt, 
whose  daughter  tried  her 
hand  at  Softball  and  field 
hockey,  was  impressed  with 
the  student-athlete  partici- 
pation. "This  is  a  great  in- 

Contimied  on  page  3. 


United  &  Mutually  Equal  Mentoring  Program  returns 


By  Maurica  McDougale 


It's  that  time  of  the 
year  again!  The  applica- 
tion process  for  the  United 
&  Mutually  Equal  Men- 
toring program  has  begun. 
The  selection  process  of  the 
prospective  mentors  will 
be  held  March  2,  2010.  and 
there  will  then  be  retreat 
training  held  on  March  26, 
2010.  The  Early  Arrival 
Program  is  the  first  step 
in  the  mentoring  program 
in  which  the  new  mentees 
and  mentors  arrive  early  at 
the  college  in  order  to  get  a 


head  start  on  building  last- 
ing relationships.  Often 
many  fun-filled  trips  are 
taken  to  nice  restaurants, 
skating  rinks,  big  cities,  and 
various  other  places  that  re- 
ally create  bonding  experi- 
ences. 

"It  was  designed  to 
help  the  incoming  freshman 
to  transition  into  college. 
It  creates  a  support  system 
with  educational  and  social 
programs,"  says  Lashawna 
Wright,  who  filled  a  mentor 
position  this  year  Her  men- 
tee.  Tatyana  Brown,  claims. 
"If  it  weren't  for  the  Early 
Arrival  Program.  1  wouldn't 


have  any  friends,  because  I 
don't  talk  or  open  up  much 
to  people.  The  mentor  pro- 
gram helped  to  build  a  con- 
nection and  form  a  sense  of 
family." 

This  will  only  be  the 
second  retreat  training  since 
the  program  began,  with 
this  year's  being  the  first.  At 
the  retreat  training  there  are 
several  team-building  and 
leadership  exercises.  The 
mentoring  program  began 
as  a  leadership  development 
program  and  became  well- 
recognized  across  campus. 
It  was  meant  to  work  along- 
side the  Peer  Advising  Pro- 
gram because  it  required  a 
closer  relationship  due  to 
the  small  number  of  men- 
tees,  as  opposed  to  the  fairly 
large  number  of  advisees. 
The  mentor  was  meant  to 
contact  the  PA.  to  notify 
them  of  any  problems  the 
freshman  seemed  to  be  hav- 
ing. 

The  mentors 
and  mentees  work  together 
and  attend  resume,  degree 
audit,  and  time  manage- 
ment workshops;  but  there's 
always  time  for  fiin.  So  far 


this  year,  there  has  been  a 
New  York  trip,  a  spring  trip 
to  Pennslyvania,  days  at  the 
Big  E,  and  a  trip  to  Six  Flags 
during  Fright  Fest.  United 
&  Mutually  Equal  is  also 
responsible  for  World  Fest, 
Carribean  Food  Fest.  and 
had  a  lot  of  involvement 
in  the  Festival  of  Lights. 
These  programs  allowed 
the  mentors  and  mentees  to 
interact  with  each  other  in 
various  diff'erent  environ- 
ments, including  social  and 
professional.  Early  Arriv- 
al seems  to  be  having  a  pos- 
itive effect  and  has  a  grow- 
ing number  of  applicants. 
Many  of  the  mentees  enjoy 
the  program  so  much  that 
they  in  turn  become  men- 
tors. As  Jhaunelle  Anderson 
says,  "It  leaves  a  positive 
impression  on  the  mentees, 
and  it  lasts."  Patrick  Hector, 
a  mentee,  said.  "I  wouldn't 
have  the  friends  I  have  now 
if  it  wasn't  for  the  mentor- 
ing program.  I  like  the  way 
it  brings  everyone  together 
with  all  the  programs."  This 
is  an  amazing  program  and 
we  all  hope  to  see  it  contin- 
ue to  excel. 
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Alternatives  to  the  typical 
"Spring  Break" 


By  Andrea  Melone 

While  most  college 
students  spend  their  spring 
vacation  soaking  in  the  sun 
and  taking  a  little  time  for 
themselves,  as  a  break  from 
rigorous  courses  and  clubs 
galore,  a  small  group  of 
Western  New  England  stu- 
dents decided  they  wanted 
most  to  make  a  difference. 

These  select  stu- 
dents chose  to  take  part  in  an 
opportunity  offered  known 
as  Alternative  Spring  Break. 
There  are  three  sections  of 
the  group:  one  section  will 
go  to  Illinois,  another  to 
New  Jersey,  and  the  last  to 
West  Virginia.  They  will 
be  working  with  environ- 
mental issues,  children  and 
youth,  and  home  repair,  re- 
spectively. 

The  students  not 
only  show  their  dedication 
to  volunteering  by  giving 
their  spring  break  to  char- 
ity, but  they  all  had  to  ap- 
ply to  prove  their  quali- 
fication, meet  with  their 


Some  students  vow  to 
volunteer  over  break. 
Image:  Google 

groups  weekly,  and  commit 
to  a  pre-service  activity.  To 
them,  it  will  all  be  worth  it. 

"I'm  looking  for- 
ward to  the  new  experience 
this  year,"  Angela  Koontz, 
a  junior  and  returning  ASB 
participant.  "It  will  be 
something  interesting  to 
compare  to  last  year.  I'm 
excited  to  be  working  with 
this  new  group."  Angela 
will  be  taking  part  in  the  Il- 
linois trip. 

Next  semester, 
should  you  choose  to  vol- 
unteer your  time,  consider 
Alternative  Spring  Break. 
Make  a  difference,  and 
make  your  break  especially 
worthwhile. 


Anonymous  Discussion  removed 
from  Manhattan  classroms 


By  Sarah  Carbone 


If  you've 
onto  Manhattan  lately  to 
post  something  in  the  anon- 
ymous discussion  module, 
chances  are  you  were  unsuc- 
cessful. As  you  may  have 
noticed,  the  anonymous  dis- 
cussion module  is  no  longer 
available  for  student  use. 
While  students  were  home 
over  this  past  holiday  break, 
the  decision  was  made  to 
remove  the  specific  module 
from  the  classrooms. 

For  the  past  couple 
of  years,  there  have  been 
reported  problems  with  the 
module  regarding  inappro- 
priate use.  Although  it  was 
originally  removed,  it's 
been  decided  to  make  anon- 


ymous discussion  available 
on  a  request  and  approval 
basis.  The  teacher  of  the 
class  or  advisor  of  the  club 
may  request  it  back  in  on 
Manhattan.  Depending  on 
the  classroom,  either  Dean 
Steffes  or  the  Dean  of  the 
corresponding  school  will 
approve  the  request  and  the 
group  may  continue  to  uti- 
lize this  aspect  of  Manhat- 
tan. 

Please  remember 
that  while  the  anonymous 
discussion  module  can  be 
used  for  many  purposes  in 
the  classrooms,  it  is  not  to 
be  used  for  bullying  or  tar- 
geting other  students  out- 
side the  classroom,  as  well 
as  other  inappropriate  post- 
ings. 


Anonymous  Discussion  will  be  missed. 
Image:  Canio  Carlucci 


Advantages  of  a  good  internship 


By  Matt  Mondy 

Guest  Writer 


As  many  students  hone 
in  on  their  junior  and  se- 
nior years  at  Western  New 
England  College,  they  may 
find  themselves  stricken  by 
a  slight  wave  of  self-doubt 
about  their  future.  Some 
may  be  plagued  with  ques- 
tions regarding  whether  or 
not  they  are  fully  prepared 
for  life  after  graduation, 
also  known  as  the  dreaded 
"real  world."  One  of  the 
best  remedies  for  this  ap- 
prehension can  be  found  in 
internships. 

As  various  alumni, 
faculty,  and  staff  at  West- 
em  New  England  College 
can  tell  you,  internships  al- 
low students  the  unique  op- 
portunity to  take  what  they 
have  learned  in  the  class- 
room and  apply  it  to  a  real 
world  environment. 

"Internships  can 
give  you  experience  in 
your  field  because  the  col- 
lege classroom  does  not 
prepare  students  for  every 
challenge  in  the  private  and 
public  sector,  or  in  corpo- 


rate America,"  commented 
Deborah  Pace,  Director  of 
Employer  Relations  at  the 
CareerCenter.  "Most  jobs 
today  are  requiring  experi- 
ence and  although  students 
may  have  part  time  or  sum- 
mer jobs  they  may  not  be  in 
the  industry  that  supports 
their  degree  or  chosen  ca- 
reer path." 

"Internships  can  get 
you  exposed  to  an  industry 
and  a  job  for  after  college," 
stated  Scott  Ignachuck,  who 
graduated  with  a  degree  in 
mechanical  engineering  in 
2007.  "Even  if  you  do  not 
end  up  at  the  place  where 
you  intern,  you  may  still 
meet  some  useful  contacts 
and  definitely  gain  industry 
specific  knowledge." 

Ignachuck's  intern- 
ship landed  him  at  arms 
manufacturer  Smith  &  Wes- 
son of  Springfield,  where 
he  worked  as  an  apprentice 
to  a  toolmaker  in  the  com- 
pany's machine  shop.  Dur- 
ing his  apprenticeship,  he 
learned  the  ins  and  outs  of 
metal  work,  including  how 
to  make  parts  to  certain  di- 
mensions and  tolerances. 


After  his  three 
month  apprenticeship,  Ig- 
nachuck moved  on  to  an 
engineering  internship 
with  Smith  &  Wesson  and 
learned  the  fiindamentals  of 
production  by  supervising 
his  first  small  manufactur- 
ing project. 

"In  today's  harsh 
economy,  internships  are  a 
great  way  to  get  your  foot 
in  the  door  of  a  company," 
commented  fellow  alumnus 
Derek  Lata,  who  graduated 
in  2009.  "If  a  company  al- 
ready knows  you  and  what 
you  are  capable  of,  you  will 
have  an  upper  hand  at  re- 
ceiving further  employment 
with  them  post  graduation." 

As  a  student.  Lata 
interned  with  Max's  Tavern 
in  Springfield,  where  the 
marketing  communications/ 
advertising  major  was  re- 
sponsible for  planning  vari- 
ous charity  and  promotional 
events. 

"My  experience 
with  Max's  most  definitely 
enhanced  my  people  skills 
as  well  as  my  self  confi- 
dence in  my  abilities,"  said 
Lata. 


Lata  also  took  part 
in  an  independent  internship 
with  the  federal  govern- 
ment, where  he  was  mainly 
responsible  for  building 
inspections  and  escorting 
contractors  through  high  se- 
curity areas  of  federal  build- 
ings and  courthouses. 

This  independent  in- 
ternship helped  Lata  get  his 
current  job  working  for  the 
federal  government  agency, 
the  U.S.  General  Services 
Administration  as  a  Build- 
ing Management  Specialist 
and  is  training  to  become  a 
Property  Manager  for  fed- 
eral buildings.  His  current 
responsibilities  include  the 
overall  assistance  in  federal 
facilities  operations,  writing 
and  estimating  extensive 
construction,  and  renova- 
tion projects  within  federal 
buildings  and  courthouses. 

"1  quickly  learned 
that  the  real  world  is  a  lot 
different  from  the  class- 
room." said  Lata.  "How- 
ever, having  the  knowledge 
that  1  learned  in  the  class- 
room come  full  circle  right 
in  front  of  me  was  very  ful- 
filling." 
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Benefits  of  the  Student  Day  Host  Program 


By  Maurica  McDougale 

Have  you  noticed 
random  students  in  your 
classes  lately?  Not  sure 
why  they're  there?  Well,  it 
is  most  likely  because  he 
or  she  is  a  part  of  the  Stu- 
dent Day  Host  Program. 
Admissions  have  been  and 
will  continue  hosting  this 
program  for  two  weeks  in 
Februaiy  and  three  weeks  in 
April. 

Student  Host  Day 
allows  accepted  high  school 
seniors  to  attend  a  ftill  day  of 
classes  and  at  least  one  meal 
at  WNEC.  The  prospective 
students  have  the  options 
of  meeting  with  professors, 
coaches,  advisors,  and  any 
other  faculty  he/she  desires 
to  meet.  Each  prospective 
student  is  matched  up  with 
a  WNEC  student  of  either 
their  major  or  concentration 
of  classes  that  he/she  wish- 
es to  study.  WNEC  students 
are  chosen  through  nomi- 
nation to  participate  in  this 
program,  and  any  returning 
participants  are  encouraged 
to  continue  aiding  the  pro- 
gram. 

Host  students  arrive 
for  classes  no  earlier  than 
9  A.M.,  and  attend  classes 
no  later  than  3  P.M.  Many 
students  come  early  in 
the  morning,  attend  a  few 
classes,  and  then  proceed  to 
eat  lunch  with  their  WNEC 


Image:  Google 

host.  The  host  is  required 
to  take  them  to  at  least  one 
meal  time  and  show  him/her 
their  dorm  room.  For  these 
high  school  seniors.  Host 
Day  is  a  great  opportunity 
to  get  a  real  feel  for  college 
life  as  it  really  exists;  un- 
like regular  open  houses  in 
which  prospective  students 
are  separated  fi"om  the  rest 
of  the  people  on  campus  and 
stuck  in  constant  tours.  Host 
Day  also  gives  prospective 
students  the  chance  to  wit- 
ness what  WNEC  profes- 
sors are  like,  what  the  work 
load  seems  like,  and  how 
a  class  is  generally  con- 
ducted. These  are  crucial 
points  in  the  deciding  factor 
for  choosing  a  college,  but 
cannot  be  obtained  during  a 
regular  open  house  or  tour 

Host  Day  is  also  a 
great  way  for  the  prospec- 
tive students  to  get  to  know 


people  at  the  college  in  case 
he/she  does  choose  WNEC. 
He  or  she  will  already  have 
the  upper  hand  by  knowing 
at  least  one  upperclassman, 
and  such  a  connection  will 
make  the  college  transition 
feel  less  daunting  and  more 
comfortable. 

Not  only  is  Host  Day 
an  amazing  experience  for 
the  high  school  students,  but 
also  for  the  WNEC  hosts. 
This  gives  WNEC  students 
a  chance  to  really  represent 
the  college.  It  gives  them 
a  chance  to  show  someone 
else,  who  was  just  like  them 
at  one  point,  why  they  chose 
WNEC.  Being  a  part  of  the 
program  myself,  I  can  say  it 
was  an  excellent  experience. 
1  found  it  really  fun,  essen- 
tially persuading  my  student 
to  attend  WNEC,  telling  her 
all  the  reasons  I  fell  in  love 
with  college  life  here.  It  was 
really  nice,  as  a  freshman, 
to  be  able  to  show  someone 
else  the  ropes  for  once,  and 
not  be  the  one  getting  taught 
something. 

The  Student  Host 
Day  program  it  is  a  great 
way  for  all  hosts  to  show 
leadership.  At  those  mo- 
ments we  represent  WNEC, 
we  are  pitching  our  college 
to  these  prospective  stu- 
dents, and  it  is  our  responsi- 
bility to  perform  wonderful- 
ly, in  hopes  that  the  student 
will  in  fact  attend  WNEC. 


Girls  &  Women  in 
Sports  Day  continued 


troduction  to  sports,  and  a 
great  way  to  see  that  girls 
can  be  very  active  in  sports 
as  well." 

Looking  out  at  the 
basketball  court,  one  could 
see  student-athletes  help- 
ing young  participants  and 
young  participants  helping 
each  other  "A  lot  of  the 
older  kids,  who  have  been 
here  before,  have  taken  the 
younger  kids  under  their 
wing,"  said  Coach  Collins. 
"It's  like  our  student-ath- 
letes have  started  to  create 
up-and-coming  role  models 
in  the  community." 

Doherty  attributes 
this  to  the  leadership  of 
WNEC  student-athletes. 
"We  have  good  leaders  in 
the  athletic  department,  and 
we  make  sure  when  kids 
come  here  they  know  that 
it's  okay  to  make  mistakes, 
its  okay  to  try  new  things." 
She  described  the  Student 
Athletic  Advisory  Council 
[SAAC],  which  hosted  the 
event,  as  an  "athletic  fam- 
ily." 

To  Coach  Collins, 
Girls  and  Women  in  Sports 
Day  is  important  in  not 
only  fostering  a  sense  of 
community  amongst  young 
athletes,  but  in  encourag- 
ing them  to  remain  active 
throughout  life. 


"We're  really  em- 
phasizing being  physically 
fit,  staying  active  and  the 
importance  of  academics 
and  hard  work  in  the  class- 
room," said  Coach  Kolins. 
"These  things  go  along  with 
sportsmanship." 

Grandmother  Peg 
Morin  couldn't  agree  more. 
Looking  on  while  grand- 
daughter Emily  Bartlett 
deftly  sunk  a  basket,  Morin 
explained  that  sports  are  a 
huge  part  of  "building  con- 
fidence and  staying  on  track 
in  school."  The  reward  of 
athletics  was  immeasurable 
for  both  Morin's  children 
and  grandchildren.  "My 
kids  did  sports  and  they 
all  did  well,  and  Emily  do- 
ing very  well  in  school  and 
sports  is  a  huge  part  of  that," 
she  said. 

Morin  praised  West- 
em  New  England  College 
for  it's  home-like  atmo- 
sphere and  family  environ- 
ment. Daughter  Alyssa  at- 
tended Western  New  Eng- 
land College  and  ran  cross- 
country. She  also  served  on 
Student  Senate.  "It's  a  great 
campus,  and  it  has  a  lot  to 
offer;  my  daughter  loved  it 
here." 

As  for  whether  or 
not  Emily  plans  on  being  a 
Golden  Bear,  Morin  wasn't 
sure.  "I  showed  her  the  do- 
nuts  and  the  other  dorms 
where  my  daughter  lived. 
She  thought  it  was  pretty 
cool." 


PUBLIC  SAFE'lT  BLOTTER 


Around  Campus: 

Feb  28:  Officers  are 
called  to  Berkshire  Hall  for 
an  unknown,  unresponsive 
man  sleeping  in  a  student's 
bed.  Officers  arrive  and  the 
man  is  awakened  and  iden- 
tified as  a  non-student.  An 
ambulance  is  called  because 
he  is  intoxicated,  and  he  is 
transported  to  the  hospital 
for  evaluation. 

Feb  28:  A  passerby  in- 
forms officers  that  there  is  a 
pick-up  truck  doing  donuts 
on  the  practice  field  near 
Southwood  Hall.  Officers 
respond  to  the  area  and  see 
the  truck  leaving.  The  vehi- 
cle is  stopped  and  the  opera- 
tor identified.  The  operator 
takes  responsibility  and  his 


vehicle  is  booted  for  the  eve- 
ning. 

Feb  27:  Officers  see  a 
car  near  the  Law  School  gate 
that  appears  to  be  stuck  on 
the  curbing.  The  operator  is 
identified  and  states  that  he  is 
a  non-student  and  got  lost  af- 
ter dropping  someone  off  He 
said  he  tried  to  drive  around 
the  gate  and  got  stuck.  A 
check  of  his  license  showed  it 
is  suspended.  The  car  is  towed 
and  the  driver  is  issued  a  crim- 
inal citation  for  driving  on  a 
suspended  license. 

Feb  27:  Dispatch  re- 
ceives a  call  fi-om  Windham 
Hall  R.A.'s  requesting  assis- 
tance with  an  alcohol  confis- 
cation. Officers  arrive  and 
perform  a  check  of  the  room 


turns  up  several  beers  and  a 
large  quantity  of  fireworks. 
All  items  are  confiscated  and 
tagged  as  evidence.  A  crimi- 
nal complaint  will  be  filed  in 
Springfield  District  Court. 

Feb  22:  Officers  con- 
ducting a  fire  drill  in  LaRiv- 
iere  discover  a  large  quantity 
of  alcohol  in  one  of  the  apart- 
ments. The  resident(s)  were 
spoken  to  and  the  alcohol  was 
confiscated  and  destroyed. 

Feb  14:  Officers  are  dis- 
patched to  Franklin  Hall  to  as- 
sist the  Residence  Life  Staff. 
The  officers  arrive  and  notice 
a  strong  smell  of  burnt  mari- 
juana. The  origin  of  the  odor 
is  determined,  and  the  students 
identified.  Some  parapherna- 
lia and  marijuana  stems  and 


seeds  are  located.  The  para- 
phernalia is  confiscated  and  a 
report  is  completed. 

Feb  14:  Officers  re- 
spond to  Franklin  Hall  for  a 
report  of  a  student  urinating 
in  the  hallway.  The  man  is  lo- 
cated and  identified.  The  man 
appears  to  be  intoxicated,  and 
agrees  to  clean  up  the  urine.  A 
report  is  completed. 

Feb  12:  Officers  are 
dispatched  to  Commonwealth 
Hail  for  a  report  of  a  student 
being  loud,  threatening  other 
students,  and  damaging  furni- 
ture and  fixtures  in  the  Hall. 
Officers  arrive  and  determine 
the  responsible  party.  The 
man  is  located  and  placed 
under  arrest  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  college  property.  He 


is  then  transported  to  the 
Springfield  Police  Station 
for  booking. 


Crime  Prevention 
Reminder: 

Do  not  leave  valu- 
ables in  plain  view  in  your 
vehicles.  Walking  around 
the  lots,  officers  often  re- 
port seeing  laptops,  wallets, 
pocketbooks,  cameras,  cash, 
etc.  right  out  in  the  open. 
A  "smash  and  grab"  only 
takes  about  ten  seconds,  and 
your  valuables  will  be  gone. 
Don't  make  yourself  an  easy 
target. 

The  WNEC  Police  De- 
partment wishes  everyone  a 
safe  sprinij  break.  


w  w  w.  wn  ec.  edu/dps 


More  at:  http://>vwwl.wnec.edu/dps/index.cfm?selection=doc.6901 
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The  Laramie  Project:  Profound  production  will  open  eyes 


By  Liz  Collins 


Students,  faculty,  and 
staff  alike  have  come  to- 
gether to  present  Western 
New  England  College  with 
an  emotional  and  enlight- 
ening performance  of  The 
Laramie  Project.  On  March 
4"^  and  5"",  students  will  join 
faculty  and  staff  members  on 
stage  for  the  student-direct- 
ed production,  sponsored 
by  The  Gay-Straight  Alli- 
ance, Student  Activities  and 
Stageless  Players.  Director 
Meghan  Nario  states  that  she 
wanted  to  bring  Laramie  to 
WNEC  because  it  "is  a  pro- 
duction that  touches  upon 
issues  that  many  may  not 
be  familiar  with.  Bringing 
this  production  to  campus  is 
a  way  to  better  educate  the 
college  community  while 
also    raising  awareness." 

For  those  who  have 
never  heard  of  The  Laramie 
Project,  it  is  "a  compila- 
tion of  interviews  from  the 
residents  of  Laramie,  Wyo- 
ming, and  their  reactions  to 
the  hate  crime  committed 
against  Matthew  Shepard," 
says  Nario.  Matthew  Shepa- 
rd was  brutally  beaten,  and 


killed,  because  of  his  sexual 
orientation.  He  was  gay,  and 
died  because  of  it. 

So  why  bring  Laramie 
to  WNEC?  Staff  member 
Rose  Gage,  Service  Coordi- 
nator for  the  Volunteer  Con- 
nection Center,  says:  "It  is 
important  for  people  to  re- 
alize that  Laramie  is  no  dif- 
ferent than  many  commu- 
nities." If  it  could  happen 
there,  it  could  happen  any- 
where. Matthew  Shepard's 
story  is  important  because 
"we  still  have  a  lot  of  work 
to  do  as  a  society  in  ensur- 
ing that  everyone  is  treated 
with  dignity  and  compas- 
sion," Gage  continues.  She 
also  adds  that  "it  [Laramie] 
depicts  hope  in  that  the 
town  came  together  to  fight 
against  intolerance  and  to 
honor  the  memory  of  Mat- 
thew Shepard,  and  support 
his  family." 

Staff  member  Matthew 
Scott,  Residence  Manager 
of  Hampden  Hall,  says, 
"By  bringing  this  produc- 
tion to  campus,  I  hope  that 
it  will  open  people's  eyes 
and  allow  them  to  really 
internalize  what  this  means 
to  them."  Adjunct  Instruc- 
tor Andrew  Vamon  adds. 


"It's  a  broader  conversation 
about  what  kind  of  society 
we  want  to  be." 

The  production  shows 
how  tragic  the  circumstanc- 
es surrounding  Matthew 
Shepard's  death  are.  What 
happened  to  him  was  a  hate 
crime  and  the  production  il- 
lustrates how  an  action  so 
heinous  can  act  as  a  catalyst 
for  positive  change.  Student 
Rob  Guiry  states,  "What 
happened  to  Matthew 
Shepard  is  such  a  dark  and 
cruel  story,"  and  continues, 
"I'd  like  to  say  Laramie  was 
a  catalyst;  a  place  where, 
out  of  something  so  terrible, 
something  great  was  bom. 
I  hope  that's  the  truth." 

Whether  that  is  the  truth 
or  not  depends  on  how  so- 
ciety, including  the  WNEC 
community,  reacts  to  the 
story.  "1  hope  that  all  of 
those  who  attend  will  real- 
ize that  hate  does  still  exist 
and  that  it  will  take  our  gen- 
eration to  turn  the  tides  and 
change  this  bigotry,"  says 
Scott.  Windham  Resident 
Manager,  Andrew  Peak 
says,  "I  hope  [students]  start 
thinking  about  their  own  bi- 
ases and  the  impacts  those 
can  have  on  others." 


Dominica  Plotkin,  a 
WNEC  student,  adds,  "I 
hope  students  are  shown 
that  hate  crimes  against  the 
LGBT  community  are  just 
as  serious  and  prominent  as 
they  are  against  other  mi- 
norities." 

Vamon,  who  teaches 
three  sections  of  Intro  to 
Literature  is  "looking  for- 
ward" to  discussing  the  play 
in  his  classes.  Not  only  will 
he  discuss  "the  issues  the 
play  raises,"  but  also,  "how 
art  can  engage  the  society  at 
large  and  try  to  foster  com- 
munication and  to  change 
society." 

Matthew  Shepard's  age 
alone  may  be  a  connecting 
and  identifying  factor  for 
students.  "I  think  students 
will  connect  with  this  story 
because  Matt  was  a  college 
student  with  his  whole  fu- 
ture ahead  of  him.  I  hope 
that  students  will  put  them- 
selves in  his  shoes  and  think 
about  times  when  they're  al- 
lies to  their  peers  and  when 
they're  not,"  says  Gage. 
She  continues,  "I  hope  that 
students  will  also  think 
more  about  the  negative 
consequences  of  stereotyp- 
ing and  the  importance  of 


respecting  themselves  and 
others.  I  also  hope  that  this 
piece  will  get  students  talk- 
ing more  about  the  issues  of 
ignorance  and  how  it  affects 
this  communify." 

The  Laramie  Project 
promises  to  be  an  emo- 
tional and  eye-opening  ex- 
perience for  all  who  attend, 
regardless  of  age,  gender 
or  sexual  orientation.  The 
story  of  Matthew  Shepard 
is  an  examination  of  how 
a  hate  crime  against  one 
person  can  affect  an  entire 
community,  and  society,  as 
well  as  individuals.  Tickets 
will  be  on  sale  the  week  of 
March  1 from  1 2-2  in  the 
Campus  Center,  and  also 
at  the  door.  Performances 
will  be  Thursday,  March  4* 
at  7  PM  in  Sleith  100,  and 
Friday,  March  5'^  at  5  PM, 
also  in  Sleith  100.  Guiry 
promises  that  the  show  will 
"push  your  bounds  and  give 
you  views  from  so  many 
different  perspectives.  You 
will  leave  there  a  better  and 
more  educated  person." 


Movie  Review:  Valentine's  Day 


By  MattSirigu 


It's  that  wonderful  time 
of  the  year  again  when  love 
is  in  the  air  because  Hail- 
mark  said  so.  And  isn't  it 
super,  that  from  the  creator 
of  Army  Wives,  Katherine 
Fugate,  we've  been  given 
Valentine's  Day  -  a  major 
motion  picture  with  a  major 
cast  about,  stuff. 

What  stuff?  I  credit 
you  enough  to  be  able  to 
figure  that  out,  but  the  ques- 
tion then  is:  did  it  live  up 
to  the  payroll  it  must  have 
had,  with  such  stars  as  Julia 
Roberts,  Jamie  Foxx,  Jes- 
sica Alba,  Bradley  Cooper, 
Jessica  Biel,  Ashton  Kutch- 
er,  the  incomparable  Queen 
Latifah,  and  those  two  Dr 
McDreamies  from  Grey's 
Anatomy?  The  list  goes  on. 

I  assume  we  all  thought 
the  same  thing  upon  first 
seeing  the  trailer  for,  "He's 
Just  Not  That  Into  You, 
Too?",  a  possible  sequel 
to  last  year's  hit  based  on 
the  book  of  the  same  name 


(He's  Just  Not  That  Into 
You). 

Well  it's  not,  although 
certainly  done  in  the  same 
fashion  -  an  all-star  team  of 
celebrities  in  a  movie  about 
typical  relationship  prob- 
lems, all  with  interlocking 
stories.  Which  admittedly 
is  enjoyable,  if  you're  into 
that  type  of  thing,  in  which 
you  meet  characters  and 
find  out  their  stories  and 
then  a  depth  is  added  when 
they  are  somehow  related  to 
another  character. 

These  movies  are  often 
enjoyable,  however  1  find  it 
becomes  more  about  watch- 
ing your  favorite  actors  all 
gathered  in  one  movie,  like 
you  would  imagine  the  real 
lives  of  these  celebrities  are, 
only  interacting  with  the 
beautifrjl  or  funny  people, 
than  actually  about  a  qual- 
ity film. 

The  stories  center  on 
Ashton  Kulcher,  character 
name  unmemorable  as  most 
are,  who  has  just  gotten  en- 
gaged to  his  long  time  girl- 


friend on  the  morning  of  Val- 
entine's Day;  this  is  now  go- 
ing to  be  the  best  Valentine's 
Day  ever. 

From  there  it's  a  lengthy 
2  hours  of  cliches  and  dra- 
ma. There  was  even  a  scene 
where  He  chases  Her  through 
the  airport,  before  She  gets 
on  That  plane. 

Disappointedly,  the  only 
half-way  interesting  (or  may- 
be funny  is  the  word)  take  on 
a  relationship  is  the  youngest 
couple  (as  the  movie  attacks 
couples  in  each  age  bracket 
and  each  lifestyle);  Taylor 
Swift  and  the  werewolf  from 
Twilight's    relationship,  in 
which  teenagers  are  shown  as 
naive,  love-sick  virgins  with  | 
no  concept  of  reality,  prob-  Valentine's  Day  opened  in  theaters  on  February  12  ih. 
ably  isn't  entirely  inaccurate.  Image:  Google 
Which  in  that  sense.  Swift 

knocked  it  out  of  the  park;  Brett  Favre,  with  a  twist,  I  date  movie,  but  unless  it's 
Lautner  not  so  much.  hope.  A  famous  NFL  Quar-    six-dollar  Tuesdays  or  Val- 

The  only  character  with  lerback  with  everything  but  entine's  Day  itself  (which 
any  real  interest  and  suspense  love.  So  sad.  has  passed,  so  you  should 

to  his  character  was  the  Doc-        Just  to  be  entirely  hon-    too),  it's  not  particularly 
tor  who  sent  that  lady  to  est,  it  wasn't  the  worst  mov-    worth  it. 
Private  Practice,  Eric  Dane  ie  I've  ever  seen.  You  could 
or  "Dr  Sloan";  who  plays...  definitely  go  on  a  worse 
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An  examination  of  WNEC's  sexual  assault  policy 


By  Kathryn  Guerra 

One  in  six  women 
will  be  sexually  assaulted 
in  her  lifetime,  according  to 
research  done  by  the  Rape 
Abuse  and  Incest  National 
Network  [RAINN].  The 
risk  of  sexual  assault  in- 
creases four-fold  if  one  is 
in  college;  yet  few  students 
are  aware  of  what  their  col- 
lege policies  are  regarding 
sexual  assault. 

The  "external"  pro- 
cess for  handling  sexual  as- 
sault, as  described  by  West- 
em  New  England  College, 
is  what  most  students  are 
familiar  with.  Here,  a  vic- 
tim of  sexual  assault  goes  to 
campus  police  and  reports 
that  a  crime  has  occurred. 

"We'd  start  to  cap- 
ture evidence,  whether  or 
not  she  wanted  to  go  to 
court  yet,"  said  Chief  Adam 
Woodrow,  head  of  West- 
ern New  England  College 
public  safety.  Charges  are 
filed  with  Springfield  Dis- 
trict Court,  and  an  incident 
report  would  be  written. 
Evidence,  including  what 
the  victim  relayed  to  police 
and  what  the  investigation 
uncovered,  would  be  given 
to  the  clerk's  office. 

Yet  there  are  also 
"cases  that  come  to  [the  at- 
tention of]  the  college  that 


Sexual  assault  Is  never  an  easy  issue  to  discuss. 
Image:  Google 

we  never  investigate,"  ex- 
plained Chief  Woodrow. 
Some  of  these  cases  may 
be  handled  through  a  sepa- 
rate internal  process  which 
bears  little  resemblance  to 
criminal  proceedings  for 
sexual  assault. 

Under  the  Campus 
Sexual  Assault  Victims' 
Bill  of  Rights,  enacted  in 
1992,  colleges  must  cre- 
ate programs  aimed  at  the 
prevention  of  sex  offenses 
and  have  disciplinary  pro- 
cedures in  place  for  if  such 
offenses  occur.  At  West- 
em  New  England  College, 
these  programs  and  proce- 
dures are  referred  to  as  the 


intemal  process,  and  are 
one  of  the  avenues  of  re- 
course for  victims  of  sexual 
assault. 

The  intemal  process 
is  split  into  two  parts,  the 
informal  and  formal  reso- 
lution. According  to  Beth 
Hill,  Assistant  Director  of 
Residence  Life,  the  "for- 
mal resolution"  is  a  "for- 
mal hearing  conducted  by 
a  male  and  female  adminis- 
trator who  render  a  decision 
if  there  is  accountability." 
In  contrast,  the  informal 
resolution  is  more  a  "dis- 
cussion that  occurs  between 
the  alleged  assailant  and  the 
victim-survivor  that  is  mod- 


erated or  mediated." 

Victims  are  also 
given  other  options,  such 
as  counseling  or  even  to  do 
nothing.  "I  am  having  those 
conservations  about  what 
to  do  with  the  situation,  do 
they  want  to  do  nothing,  do 
they  want  to  go  through  the 
informal  process,  the  formal 
process,  go  intemally,"  said 
Hill. 

According  to  Colby 
Bmno,  managing  attomey 
of  the  Victim  Rights  Law 
Center  [VRLC],  the  sug- 
gestion of  doing  nothing  is 
not  appropriate.  "If  a  vic- 
tim goes  in  to  report  what  is 
otherwise  a  felony,  do  noth- 


ing is  not  an  option.  A  do 
nothing  response  from  the 
school  is  not  acceptable." 

Legally,  colleges 
can't  "do  nothing"  when  in- 
formed that  an  alleged  sex- 
ual assault  has  taken  place. 
As  stated  by  Kate  Clifford 
of  Schuster  &  Clifford, 
LLP,  in  a  report  from  the 
Center  for  Public  Integrity, 
"You  never  say  your  option 
is  to  do  nothing,  because  the 
institution  doesn't  have  the 
option  of  doing  nothing." 

The  "ultimate  goal" 
of  the  college  is  to  get  the 
victim-survivor  help  says 
Hill.  "What  I  first  try  to 
do  is  to  get  them  to  a  pro- 
fessional counselor,  to  get 
them  to  meet  with  a  coun- 
selor." 

The  practice  of  en- 
couraging victims  to  get 
counseling  first  is  not  un- 
common on  college  cam- 
puses, explained  Bmno,  and 
while  it  is  an  important  part 
of  a  victim's  recovery,  col- 
leges sometimes  use  coun- 
seling services  as  a  way  to 
skirt  reporting  criminal  acts. 

"We've  actually  had 
this  a  few  times  where  if  a 
student  goes  into  a  dean  or 
someone  who  is  very  high 
up  in  the  university  and 
says  I  was  raped  by  another 
Continued  on  page  6. 
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Red  Stripe  Jamacian  Lager 

Note:  All  students  imbibiog 
Icohol  must  be  of  age.  Please  drink 


By  Canio  Carlucci  and  Adie  Ciguere 

The  Beer  Pros 


Seeing  as  nobody 
can  wait  for  spring  break, 
for  this  issue  we  have 
decided  to  review  a  beer 
from  a  popular  Caribbe- 
an destination:  Jamaica. 
Red  Stripe  Jamaican  La- 
ger just  seems  like  one  of 
those  beers  you  always 
see  someone  else  drink- 
ing but  can't  remember 
ever  actually  trying  one.  It 
comes  in  that  fijnny  little 
brown  bottle  with  a  semi- 
cheesy  painted  on  label 
that  gives  you  the  feeling 
that  there  is  no  chance  it 
could  possibly  be  a  good 
beer;  so  why  even  bother 
trying  it^  Well,  we  have 
news  for  you;  it  isn't  ac- 
tually as  bad  as  it  looks.  It 
is  a  smooth,  simple  beer 


with  both  mild  flavor  and 
carbonation  for  a  "heavy" 
lager,  making  it  good  if 
you  are  trying  to  drink  a 
lot  of  beers  in  a  hurry.  It  is 
definitely  a  good  beer  to 
drink  if  you  plan  on  going 
somewhere  warm,  or  if 
you  are  looking  for  some- 
thing different  to  try  out 
this  summer.  However, 
this  does  not  change  the 
fact  that  it  is  still  fi'eezing 
cold  out  and  for  the  time 
being,  you  may  want  to 
stick  to  something  a  little 
more  full  bodietf  if  you 
are  looking  for  a  "real 
beer."  We  have  decided  to 
give  this  beer  a  2.5/5  be- 
cause it  is  good;  just  not 
good  for  early  March  in 
Massachusetts. 


responsibly  and  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidelines  and  rules  regarding  alcoliul 
possession,  use,  and  procurement 


• 


Red  Stripe  Lager 
Rating 

2.5/5  Beers 


By  Adie  Giguere 

Few  school  days  remain  before  the  much-needed 
relaxation  we  call  Spring  Break.  If  you  're  lucky  enough 
to  be  heading  on  a  trip,  keep  these  vacation  green  lips  in 
mind: 

1  .Pack  light!  Not  only  will  your  luggage  be  easier  to  lug 
around,  but  you  will  lessen  the  energy  used  by  whatever 
means  of  transportation  you're  taking. 

2.  If  the  local  water  of  your  destination  is  safe  to  drink, 
bring  a  couple  water  bottles  with  you  so  that  you  don't 
have  to  buy  plastic  ones  all  week. 

3.  Conserve  water  and  soap  at  your  hotel  or  resort  by 
requesting  your  linens  not  be  changed  every  single  day, 
and  folding  your  towels  nicely  for  reuse.  Whenever 
possible,  bring  your  own  toiletries  instead  of  using  the 
miniature  hotel  ones. 

4.  Be  energy  efficient  by  shutting  off  the  lights  and 
unplugging  chargers  when  you  leave  your  hotel  room. 
Even  il" you're  somewhere  hot,  mm  Ihe  air  conditioning 
lower  when  you  leave  and  shul  ihe  drapes  to  keep  the 
room  cool. 

5.  Recycle  when  you  can,  and  don't  litter.  Annoy  your 
friends  by  making  sure  they  recycle  and  don't  litter,  uto! 


I 
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WNEC  Sexual  Assault 
Policy  Continued 


student  on  campus,  the  dean 
will  oftentimes  say,  'Let's 
make  sure  you  get  coun- 
seling.' And  when  the  vic- 
tim is  forced  to  say,  'Um, 
that's  not  why  I  came  here; 
why  I  came  here  is  because 
1  wanted  charges  brought 
against  him,'  then  the  deari, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  will  sit 
down  with  the  accused,  and 
say,  'You  need  a  lawyer.'" 

While  public  safety 
may  be  made  aware  that 
a  crime  has  occurred.  Hill 
stated  that  at  WNEC  "spe- 
cific details  may  not  be 
shared  if  it's  given  through 
SMART  [Sexual  Miscon- 
duct Advocacy  Response 
Team]  or  through  the  coun- 
seling services,  health  ser- 
vices or  campus  ministry, 
because  they're  bound  by 
confidentiality." 

Under  the  Cleiy 
Act,  only  professional  and 
pastoral  counselors  are  ex- 
empt fi-om  reporting.  Orga- 
nizations such  as  SMART 
or  health  services,  which 
deal  with  victims  and  the 
aftermath  of  assault,  are  by 
definition  campus  security 
authorities  and  thus  have 
a  responsibility  to  report 
crimes. 

Western  New  Eng- 
land College  encourages 
victims  not  to  share  the  out- 
comes of  the  judicial  pro- 
ceedings with  others.  Hill 
explained  that,  "They're 
not  given  a  gag  order,  but 
due  to  the  sensitivity  of  the 
situation,  they  really  don't 
want  to  share  it  with  other 
individuals.  We  encourage 
them  not  to  do  that  because 
what  they  are  really  doing  is 
starting  to  get  into  defama- 
tion of  character.  And  the 
alleged  assailant  does  have 
rights,  too.  They  have  the 
right  to  face  their  accuser, 
they  have  a  right  to  privacy 
of  their  own  information, 
and  so  that's  why  we  ask 
them  not  to  speak  about  that 
information." 

The  formal  judicial 
process  is  also  effectively 
closed  to  anyone  outside 
of  Western  New  England 
College:  "No  lawyers  can 
be  present.  No  parents  can 
be  present.  No  one  outside 
the  Western  New  England 
College  Community  [can  be 
present]." 

Hill  sees  no  ben- 
efit in  allowing  parents  to 


be  present,  even  when  the 
victim-survivor  first  re- 
layed her  story  of  assault 
to  either  herself  or  another 
staff  member.  As  for  victim- 
survivors  who  are  underage. 
Hill  reiterated  that  family 
couldn't  be  involved.  "Re- 
ally we're  focusing  on  the 
individual  rather  than  the 
family  members,"  says  Hill. 
She  described  the  process  as 
"completely  internal. ..Be- 
ing a  private  institution,  we 
have  our  own  rules,  we  have 
our  own  policies..." 

Bruno  disagrees 
with  this  policy:  "To  me,  the 
victim  gets  the  choice  with 
who  she  wants  involved... if 
the  victim  wants  the  person 
to  be  there,  I  think  it  is  the 
victim's  choice  to  have  who 
she  wants  there." 

As  for  concerns  of 
impropriety  and  lack  of 
oversight  that  might  sur- 
round such  an  opaque  pro- 
cess. Hill  concluded  that 
"we  need  to  trust  in  the  sys- 
tem and  in  the  training  of 
the  individuals  conducting 
the  hearing."  Neither  male 
nor  female  judicial  officer 
-  [Dean]  Maureen  Reiser 
and  [Dean]  Tom  Wozniak, 
according  to  Dean  Jeanne 
S.  Steffes,  Vice  President  of 
Student  Affairs  and  Dean  of 
Students-  have  had  special- 
ized training  in  investigat- 
ing sexual  assault,  such  as 
that  provided  by  the  Boston 
Area  Rape  Crisis  Center 
[BARCC]. 

The  decision  of 
whether  a  violation  of  the 
Student  Conduct  Code 
(here  sexual  assault)  has  oc- 
curred, is  up  to  the  hearing 
officers  and  can  only  be  ap- 
pealed by  the  alleged  assail- 
ant (if  an  outcome  of  proba- 
tion or  higher). 

Hill  was  adamant 
that  decisions  rendered  were 
not  personal  opinion  and 
were  instead  based  on  what 
is  "Reasonable  to  believe. . . 
what  we  believe  happened 
based  on  reports  that  have 
been  filed  and  testimony 
that  has  been  shared  by  the 
victim-survivor,  by  anyone, 
as  well  as  the  alleged  assail- 
ant." 

And  while  account- 
ability may  be  assigned,  the 
purpose  of  the  hearing,  as 
described  by  Hill,  is  edu- 
cational. All  "our  judicial 
process  at  the  institution  is 
educationally  based.. .we 
want  all  our  conversations 
and  dialogue  in  the  judicial 


processes  to  be  education- 
al," with  the  purpose  of  the 
formal  judicial  proceeding 
educational  "in  all  regards." 

Bruno  disagrees 
with  the  use  of  the  term  edu- 
cational. "Are  they  actually 
educating  the  perpetrator 
on  how  not  to  rape  the  next 
time  he  premeditates  these 
things?" 

According  to  Hill, 
WNEC  intends  for  the  al- 
leged assailant  to  learn  from 
the  proceedings,  such  things 
as  "1  need  to  ask  before  1 
proceed  in  the  next  step  of 
any  physicality  with  another 
individual,  [including  ques- 
tions like]  Is  this  okay  with 
you?  Are  you  okay  if  we  do 
that?  Would  you  like  to  do 
this?"  Through  dialogues 
of,  "Well,  1  thought  she 
wanted  it  because  she  con- 


an  educational  way  screams 
mediation  to  me,"  said  Bru- 
no. "Mediation  shouldn't  be 
talked  about  because  it  basi- 
cally means  that  the  school 
is  not  appreciating  what  the 
complaint  is  about." 

Mediation  is  one  of 
the  options  given  to  vic- 
tim-survivors at  Western 
New  England  College,  and 
is  well-regarded  by  Dean 
Steffes,  Beth  Hill  and  Chief 
Adam  Woodrow.  "I  think 
that  it  has  been  one  of  the 
most  affective  educational 
tools  and  satisfying  tools  for 
the  victim-survivor  in  that 
siuiation,"  said  Hill.  "They 
[the  victim]  have  regained 
a  lot  of  power,  they  have 
regained  a  lot  of  self  dig- 
nity and  self  worth,  because 
they've  been  able  to  let  their 
voice  be  heard."  The  "pri- 


Didyoii  know  that  April  is  Sexual  Assault  Awareness 
Month? 
Image:  Google 

tinned  to  kiss  me,"  alleged-  mary  thing  when  it  comes 
assailants  would  learn  to    to  sexual  assault  cases  or 


"engage  in  more  consensual 
relationships"  and  "under- 
stand what  sexual  assaiilt  is 
and  sexual  misconduct  is." 

Yet  most  offenders 
have  awareness  that  what 
they  are  doing  is  wrong 


sexual  misconduct  cases 
they  [the  victim-survivor] 
want  the  alleged  assailant 
to  know  how  they  felt,  how 
they  made  them  feel." 

Bruno  equated  me- 
diation for  victims  of  sexual 


iney  are  uuing  vyiwufe.  «— ^ —  -  ,  . 
Rape  is  a  premeditated  crime  assault  as  akin  to  asking  a 
according  to  the  research  of  survivor  of  domestic  vio- 
Dr  David  Lisak,  a  clinical  lence  to  sit  one-on-one  with 
psychologist  at  University  the  person  who  had  beaten 
of  Massachusetts  [UMass],  her.  "This  is  not  a  mediation 
Boston.  Rapists  "plan  and  setting.  This  is  not  a  misun- 
premeditate  their  attacks,  derstanding.  and  individu- 
using  sophisticated  strate-  als  who  propose  this  are 
aies  to  groom  their  victims  obviously  "not  trained  in  is- 
for  attack,  and  to  isolate  sues  of  power  and  control, 
them  physically."  These  are  According  to  the  re- 
nd" iduas  who  will  attack  vised  Guidance  for  Schools 
again  if  not  stopped.  on  TUle  IX,  Published  by 
"The  fact  that  the  Department  of  Edu- 
they're  talking  about  this  in  cation's  Office   tor  Civil 


Rights,  mediation  is  not  an 
appropriate  response  to  al- 
legations of  sexual  assault. 
Brett  Sokolow,  president 
of  the  National  Center  for 
Higher  Education  Risk 
Management,  states  in  his 
article  "Mediation  and  Title 
IX"  that  the  Department  of 
Justice  requires  grantees 
who  receive  anti-violence 
against  women  funding  to 
sign  a  waver  saying  that 
they  will  not  use  mediation 
to  adjudicate  claims  of  sex- 
ual assault. 

While  Western  New 
England  College  has  some 
"good  things  in  line  for 
due  process  for  the  alleged 
perpetrator,"  Dean  Steffes 
admitted  that  services  for 
the  victim  are  less  visible. 
"The  perpetrator  is  able  to 
have  an  advisor  with  them 
and  I'm  working  to  solidify 
having  an  advisor  and  some 
sort  of  support  person  for 
the  victim  or  the  survivor 
in  cases  where  he  or  she, 
probably  she,  needs  some- 
thing," she  says.  In  past 
years,  victim-survivors  had 
been  given  advisors  through 
the  Sexual  Misconduct  Ad- 
vocacy and  Response  Team 
[SMART]  overseen  by  Dr. 
Wayne  Carpenter.  SMART 
was  inactive  during  fall  se- 
mester and  was  unavailable 
during  at  least  one  judicial 
proceeding. 

According  to  Bnmo, 
the  college  violated  Title 
IX  if  it  did  not  furnish  the 
victim-survivor  with  an  ad- 
visor while  providing  one  to 
the  alleged  assailant.  "Title 
IX  says  that  your  response 
must  be  prompt  and  equi- 
table. So  if  you  afford  the 
perpetrator  all  these  rights, 
you  also  have  to  provide 
the  victim  with  these  rights. 
Otherwise  you're  violating 
Title  IX,"  he  said.  Bruno 
concluded  that  it  "is  the 
right  thing  to  be  concerned 
with  due  process,  but  it  is 
the  wrong  thing  to  be  con- 
cerned with  due  process 
only  as  it  relates  to  the  per- 
petrator." 

As  for  changes  to 
the  policy,  administrators 
are  currently  very  pleased 
with  what  is  in  place.  Said 
Hill,  "We  are  pretty  mtich 
under  the  premise  that  it's 
a  good  system,  and  we  find 
it  to  be  very  effecfive,  we 
find  it  to  be  very  education- 
al, and  we  find  it  to  benefit 
both  the  survivor  and  the  al- 
leged assailant." 
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Thursday  3/4 

5:00  PM 


7:00  PM 


Friday  3/5 

5:00  PM 


7:30  PM 


9:00  PM 


11:00  PM 


Saturday  3/6 

6:00  PM 


1 1 :00  PM 


Sunday  3/7 

12:00  PM 


Upcoming  Campus  Events 


1:00-3:00  PM 


Best  of  Springfield 
Rivers 

(hosted  by  RHA) 

"The  Laramie  Project" 
Sleith  100 

(hosted  by  Gay/Straight  Alliance) 


"The  Laramie  Project" 
Sleith  100 

(hosted  by  Gay/Straight  Alliance) 

Faculty  Recital 

D' Amour  Library  -  Room  319 

FRIDAYS:  Improv  on  the  Rocks 

And  Coffeehouse 

The  Rock  Cafe 

(hosted  by  Improv  &  Senior 

Council) 

Late  Night  @  The  Rock 
Rock  Cafe 


ASB  Pasta  Dinner 
Rivers 

Late  Night  @  The  Rock 
Rock  Cafe 


Go  Karting 
Connecticut 

(hosted  by  Outing  Club) 


Monday  3/8 

7:00  PM 


■Riesday  3/9 

7:00  PM 


Wednesday  3/10 

7:00  PM 


7:00  PM 


Thursday  3/11 

7:00  PM 


Exhibition  Opening  and 
Reception: 

Lindsay  Fogg-  Willits 
Art  Gallery 


Senior  Success  Series 

Conference: 

Personal  Finances 

Campus  Center  -  Bear's  Den 


Senior  Success  Series 
Conference: 

An  Evening  of  Transitions 
Campus  Center  -  Bear's  Den 


Amanda  Duncan  &  Jackie  Tohn 
Rock  Cafe 

(hosted  by  CAB  Small  Concerts) 

Senior  Success  Series 
Conference: 

"What  I  Wish  I  Knew  Then":  An 
Evening  with  Alumni 
Campus  Center  -  Bear's  Den 


Gallery  Talk: 
Lindsay  Fogg-  Willits 
Art  Gallery 


Have  a  fun  and  safe  Spring  Break!! 


The  Westerner  Needs 
More  Writers! 

Do  you  have  strong  opin- 
ions? 

Do  you  like  writing? 

Do  you  ever  wish  you  were 
involved  on  campus? 

If  you  answered  yes  to  any 
of  those  questions  joining 
The  Westerner  Staff  may 
be  just  the  right  thing  for 
you.  Whether  you  are  an 
accomplished  journalist 
or  just  someone  looking  to 
make  their  voice  heard. 

If  you  are  interested  in 
joining  come  to  the  next 
meeting  or  send  an  e-mail 
to  thewe$terner$n@yahoo. 
com 

Meeting  Time; 

Tuesdays  @  7  PM  in  Rivers 

Room  105 


RETRACTIONS 

Last  issue's  Movie  Review 
Dear  John  was  written  by 
Lauren  Siivis,  and  not  An- 
drea Melone.  We  apologize, 
Lauren,  for  the  misprint. 

Mitch  Westy  is  a  pen  nanie 
for  a  student  writer  who 
wishes  to  remain  anony- 
mous. We  apologize  for  any 
confusion  caused  by  this  pen 
name  in  the  last  issue  of  The 
Westerner 


^   iTunes  Top  Fives    ^  c<,„w.rf«,:.^/.G/^««. 

Top  5  Songs: 

1 .  Imma  Be  -  Black  Eyed  Peas 

2.  Hey,  Soul  Sister  -  Train 

3.  Rude  Boy  -  Rihanna 

4.  Need  You  Now  -  Lady  Antebellum 

5.  Blah  Blah  Blah  -  KeShafeat.  30H.'3 

Writer's  Song  Pick:  Love  King  -  The- 
Dream 

FT   „: 

ANTFgCLll'M 

Top  5  Albums: 

1 .  Need  You  Now  -  Lady  Antebellum 

2.  Jason  Derulo  -  Jason  Demlo 

3.  My  Best  Days  -  Danny  Gokey 

4.  Soldier  of  Love  -  Sade 

5.  Wolfgang  Amadeus  Phoenix  -  Phoenix 

Writer's  Album  Pick:  Battle  Studies  -  John 
Mayer 
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Get  ready  to  vote:  2010  Senate 
Elections 


By  Christina  Lee 

While  the  senate 
elections  are  not  being  held 
until  November  2,  2010, 
the  press  has  been  giving 
this  pending  election  a  lot 
of  coverage.  We  all  know 
about  the  upset  of  Scott 
Brown  (R)  winning  the 
election  after  the  death  of 
Ted  Kennedy,  who  was  the 
first  Republican  in  a  very 
long  time  to  hold  the  Sen- 
ate seat  in  Massachusetts. 
As  for  other  states,  the  fol- 
lowing are  the  remaining 
seats  that  are  currently  up 
for  election  in  2010:  18  are 
held  by  Democrats  (4  are 
retiring),  and  1 8  are  held  by 
Republicans  (6  are  retiring). 
The  tossup  states  to  watch 
are  Colorado,  Illinois,  Penn- 
sylvania, Missouri,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Ohio. 

Some  basic  facts 
about  the  Senate  seat  include 
that  the  candidate  must  be 
at  least  30  years  old  and  a 
U.S.  citizen  for  at  least  nine 
years,  as  well  as  an  inhabit- 
ant of  the  state  they  wish  to 
run  for.  It  is  a  6-year  term 
to  serve  in  the  Senate.  In  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  in 
order  to  qualify  to  run  for  a 


seat  in  the  Senate,  he  or  she 
must  file  nomination  papers 
with  certified  signatures  of 
10,000  Massachusetts  vot- 
ers. The  amount  of  signa- 
mres  needed  changes  from 
state  to  state  depending  on 
the  population  of  that  state. 

The  races  are  always 
important,  but  especially  to- 
day. After  the  dominance  of 
the  Democratic  Party  in  the 
Senate  since  the  election  of 
President  Barack  Obama, 
what  happens  next  might 
determine  what  is  in  store 
for  the  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  2010. 

The  pending  Sen- 
ate elections  are  definitely 
a  good  reason  to  pick  up 
that  remote  and  put  on  the 
so-called  "dreaded  chan- 
nel that  puts  you  to  sleep"; 
CNN.  Maybe  this  time  you 
might  want  to  know,  be- 
cause when  you  know  the 
facts,  it  makes  all  the  differ- 
ence. Voting  is  very  impor- 
tant and  sometimes  an  over- 
looked right  we  have  as  citi- 
zens today.  I  urge  my  fellow 
peers  at  WNEC  to  vote,  but 
to  do  your  homework.  This 
election  can  make  all  the 
difference. 


Mother  Nature  Menopause 


By  Taryn  Sidney 

Being  a  Vermont 
native,  my  winters  are  nor- 
mally filled  with  foot  after 
foot  of  snow  and  extremely 
chilly  weather.  This  year, 
however,  is  quite  different. 
Every  day  I  walk  outside 
and  the  weather  is  different 
from  the  day  before.  Lately, 
I  can't  tell  if  Mother  Na- 
ture Is  playing  a  cruel  trick 
on  us  all  or  if  she  is  going 
through  the  equivalent  of 
menopause.  One  day  it  will 
be  sunny  and  warm  and  the 
next  there  will  be  two  feet  of 
snow.  Every  once  in  a  while 
she  likes  to  mix  it  up  and 
give  us  a  little  rain.  All  I  can 
say  is... obnoxious. 

The  worst  part  of 
this  abnormal  weather 
trend  is  that  I  saw  it  com- 
ing. Ever  since  this  summer, 
something  seemed  rather 
odd  about  how  the  weather 
would  fluctuate  so  much. 
At  points  this  summer  I 
was  still  wearing  jeans  and 
a  sweatshirt  because  it  was 
still  cold.  And  now,  during 
the  winter,  I  am  just  plain 
confijsed  about  what  the 
heck  is  going  on  out  there. 


Image:  Google 

Our  first  snow  this  year 
didn't  even  show  up  until 
early  December  and  even 
then,  it  rained  the  next  day 
and  washed  the  snow  away. 
What  is  Mother  Nature  do- 
ing? 

It  seems  quite  rea- 
sonable to  assume  she  is 
playing  a  cruel-humored 
joke  on  us  all.  I  bet  she 
is  laughing  real  hard  be- 
cause all  of  us,  here  on 
earth,  are  suffering.  These 
weather  changes  are  play- 
ing tricks  with  my  mind. 
One  day  I  think  it's  ok  to 
wear  shorts,  the  next  I  need 
to  whip  out  my  snow  boots 
and  trudge  through  a  foot 
of  snow  to  get  to  class.  1 
think  Mother  Nature  has  a 


most  tragic  way  of  torturing 
us  all.  On  the  other  hand, 
she  could  merely  be  going 
through  menopause.  Who 
knows?!?!  The  only  thing 
I  know  is  that  I  can't  stand 
her  weather-mood-swings. 

As  of  right  now,  I 
am  just  holding  out  for  the 
spring.  I  have  my  fingers 
crossed  that  the  weather 
won't  be  as  awkward  as  it 
was  in  springtime  of  last 
year.  I  have  high  hopes  that 
in  the  fiiture  Mother  Nature 
will  cut  it  out  with  these 
silly  weather  mood  swings 
and  make  up  her  mind  as 
to  what  season  she  really 
wants  it  to  be  because,  quite 
frankly,  I'm  not  sure  right 
now! 


Curling:  The  black  sheep  of  the  Winter  Olympics 


By  Mitch  Westy 

important  Note:  Mitch 
Westy  is  an  assumed  name 
selected  by  a  student  that 
prefers  to  remain  anony- 
mous. 

If  we  are  honest  with 
ourselves  we  can  all  come  to 
the  same  conclusion  about 
the  winter  games,  this  be- 
ing Ihii!  Curling  is  slightly 
out  of  place  as  an  Olympic 
sport.  I'm  definitely  not  the 
first  person  to  come  to  this 
conclusion,  and  I  doubt  that 
I'll  be  the  last.  Something 
about  the  obscure  event  just 
rubs  me  the  wrong  way. 
Now  don't  get  me  wrong,  I 
appreciate  the  delicate  touch 
and  the  coordination  it  must 
take  to  di)  well  in  this  sport, 
but  I'm  simply  posing  the 
question  if  we  continue  to 
include  curling  as  an  Olym- 
pic event,  what's  next?  If 
you  give  a  mouse  a  cookie, 
he'll  ask  for  milk,  and  if  we 
allow    obscure  nonsense- 


sports  into  the  Olympics, 
we  may  wind  up  with  more 
than  we  bargained  for.  Next 
thing  you  know.  South  Ko- 
rea will  be  dominating  us  at 
the  sport  of  Jul  T'agi  (rope 
walking).  Where  do  we 
draw  the  line  between  push- 
ing the  limits  of  competition 
and  Unicycle  Hockey?  I've 
decided  to  put  my  foot  down 
at  curling  and  say  enough  is 
enough. 

Now,  it's  easy  for 
me  to  look  at  this  event 
and  ridicule  it  from  afar.  If 
we  look  past  the  obvious 
negatives  surrounding  curl- 
ing; these  being,  of  course, 
a  severe  lack  of  television 
ratings  (2"''  lowest  for  the 
Olympic  Winter  games)  and 
the  overall  loss  of  dignity 
lliis  event  causes  the  Olym- 
pics as  a  whole,  we  can  ask 
ourselves  the  one  question 
thai  really  matters...  what 
do  the  athletes  who  play 
this  sport  think?  Well,  John 
Shuster.  Captain  of  the  US 


Olympic  Curling  Team,  had 
some  strong  feelings  during 
a  live  broadcast  of  his  teams 
match  against  China  when 
he  stuck  his  tongue  out  and 
proclaimed,  "1  hate  this  stu- 
pid game!"  The  US  then  de- 
cided to  forfeit  the  match, 
thereby  eliminating  them- 
selves from  the  tournament 
and  any  hope  of  reaching 
the  podium.  What  bothered 
me  most  about  this  is  that 
our  athletes  accepted  forfei- 
ture as  a  reasonable  way  to 
end  a  match.  When  did  that 
become  socially  accepted 
at  the  Olympics?  Have  we 
learned  nothing  from  the 
1988  Jamaican  Bob  Sled- 
ding Team  coached  by  John 
Candy?  In  my  mind,  sur- 
render is  never  an  option; 
this  holds  especially  true  on 
a  world  stage  like  the  Olym- 
pics. 

Curling  has  no  pro- 
fessional league,  few  pa- 
trons or  die-hard  fans,  is 
impossible  to  base  an  entire 


DoL'S  curling  really  tiiialijy  a 
Image:  Andy  Clark,  Keiifers 

living  off  of  and  yet,  out  of 
the  15  total  sports  played 
in  the  Winter  Olympics, 
it  has  somehow  managed 
to  sneak  its  way  in  every 
four  years.    Curling  is  the 


(///  i}lvinpic  Sporl'^ 

stufl"  of  nightmares  and  the 
day  the  Olympic  Commis- 
sion decides  lo  remove  it 
completely  i'rom  the  Winter 
Games  will  be  the  day  that  I 
can  rest  e:isicr  know  ing  we 
did  the  right  thing. 


PUZZLES  &  OPIIVION 
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ACROSS 

1  Matlock's 

field 
4  Goody-goody 
8  Put  together 

12  Eggs 

13  Top-rated 

14  Pressing 
need 

15  Football- 
game  start 

17  Opening 
day? 

18  Tell 

19  Father's  Day 
gift 

21  Nursery  item 

22  This  way 
26  Broadway 

backer 

29  Pub  order 

30  Right-turn 
command 

31  Upper  House 
member 

32  While  House 
monogram 

33  Verve 

34  History 
chapter 

35  Black-and- 
white  seabird 

36  Put  forth 

37  Decorate 
with  raised 
work 

39  Rock-concert 
need 

40  Likely 

41  Nap 

45  Tarzan's 

clique 
48  Kisser 

enhancemen! 


King  Crossword 


50  Sandwich 
shop 

51  Always 

52  Cheerleader's 
cry 

53  Thousand  — , 
Calif. 

54  Unit  of  force 

55  Make  an 
effort 

DOWN 

1  Sites 

2  ^lakespeare's 
river 

3  Child  of  the 
streete 

4  Beat 

5  Spacious 

6  Officeholders 

7  "Whole 


exceeds  sum 
of  parts"  32 
theory  33 

8  Countertop 
appliance  35 

9  Branch  36 

10  —  good  deed 

11  Type  38 
measures  39 

16  Famous 

20  Bar  supply  42 

23  Eye 
amorously  43 

24  Burn  44 
somewhat  45 

25  Faxed  46 

26  Sheltered  47 

27  "Cheers"  49 
habitud 

28  Snatch 

29  Mail 


invitations 
Sped 

Vote  oti  the 
island 

Cleo's  slayer 

Political 

mover? 

Refuge 

Skiers' 

mecca 

Do  mailroom 

work 

Autocrat 

Wan 

Big  bother 
Split  —  soup 
Wapiti 

Wall  climber 


PUZZLE  1 


PUZZLE  2 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


*  Moderate    *  *  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOY! 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


'  Moderate   *  ■*  Challenging 
***  HOO  BOYI 


Puzzle  !  Sohilion 


Puzzle  2  Solution 


I3|l|^gl8i 

□□DB  ama  wama 

EIE10  Eliia  DBBiaa 
BOB  □□EIEIISD 

maaa  □aciDcinEiE] 


By  Hannah  Berling 

Imagine  speeding  down 
an  ice  Iraclc  liitting  speed  of 
up  to  90  miles  per  liour,  or 
flying  off  a  sl<i  jump  hoping 
to  stick  your  landing  per- 
fectly, or  perhaps  you  enjoy 
the  feel  of  ice  under  your 
skates  as  you  race  for  gold. 
In  the  Olympics,  you  can. 

The  Olympics  are  the 
talk  of  the  town  lately  and 
watching  them  can  be  a 
learning  experience.  The 
sports  featured  in  the  win- 
ter Olympics  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  hockey)  are  ones 
that  Americans  are  not  ex- 
posed to  on  TV  regularly. 
By  devoting  as  much  as  an 
hour  to  Olympic  coverage, 
a  college  student  can  absorb 
more  than  may  meet  the 
eye. 

People  who  believe 
that  the  sports  featured  in 
the  Olympics  are  milder 
than  the  other  professional 
sports  need  to  take  a  sec- 


We  can  all  learn  from  the  Olympics 


ond  look.  The  sport  of  luge 
showed  the  whole  world  its 
danger  when  it  claimed  the 
life  of  Nodar  Kumaritashvi- 
li  on  February  12,  prompt- 
ing changes  to  the  track. 
These  sports  take  experi- 
ence, something  the  Geor- 
gian luger  may  have  lacked, 
but  they  also  take  fearless- 
ness, which  he  did  possess 
as  he  stated  in  a  phone  call 
to  his  father  before  the  run 
that  claimed  his  life,  "I  will 
either  win  or  die." 

The  Olympics  also 
give  viewers  a  chance  to 
watch  history  be  made.  On 
February  14,  Alexandre  Bi- 
lodeau  stood  at  the  top  of 
the  moguls  course  waiting 
for  the  starting  whistle,  then 
finished  the  night  an  Olym- 
pic gold  medalist.  His  story 
is  so  remarkable  because 
he  won  Canada  their  first 
gold  on  home  soil.  Bilodeau 
started  a  trend  for  Canadian 
athletes  as  they  held  13  gold 
medals  in  these  games  as  of 


February  28.  Then,  there  is 
Olympic  short  track  skater 
Apolo  Anton  Ohno  who,  by 
winning  silver  in  the  men's 
1500m,  became  the  most 
successful  short  track  ath- 
lete ever.  Also  there  was 
19  year  old  J.R.  Celski, 
who  finished  behind  Ohno, 
and  claimed  the  Bronze 
medal;  the  U.S.  had  two 
Americans  on  the  podium 
for  short  track  together  for 
the  first  time.  On  February 
20,  when  Ohno  won  bronze 
in  the  1000m,  he  became 
the  most  decorated  win- 
ter Olympian  ever  with  7 
medals,  surpassing  Bonnie 
Blair's  medal  count  of  6.  He 
now  can  proudly  hold  a  fist- 
ful of  8. 

The  Olympics  have 
the  ability  to  open  our  eyes 
to  view  events  in  new  ways. 
At  first  glance,  the  sport 
called  curling  may  seem 
silly  -  wiping  the  ice  with 
brooms  so  you  can  slide  a 
big  rock  down  it  -  but  in  re- 


ality, it  is  much  more  com- 
plex. Curling  is  largely  a 
game  of  strategy;  teams  pay 
extremely  close  attention  to 
the  angle  of  the  stone,  the 
force  with  which  the  stone 
is  pushed,  and  the  "curl"  it 
takes.  The  sport  of  biath- 
lon can  seem  bland;  ath- 
letes cross  country  ski  and 
then  stop  and  shoot  at  tar- 
gets. What  viewers  need 
to  remember  is  that  these 
athletes  have  mastered  two 
sports.  They  have  the  abili- 
ty to  cross  country  ski  for  up 
to  20km  and  then  the  ability 
to  stop  -  possibly  trembling 
with  excitement  and  ex- 
haustion -  and  shoot  a  tar- 
get. They  are  both  excellent 
skiers  and  marksmen. 

Perhaps  the  most 
obvious  thing  to  be  learned 
from  the  Olympics  is  team- 
work, which  comes  in  many 
forms.  Couples  figure 
skating  is  a  form  of  team- 
work that  involves  trust, 
precision,  and  grace,  while 


doubles  luge  requires  both 
lugers  to  be  on  the  same 
page  and  working  as  one  on 
the  sled.  The  completely 
team  sport  of  hockey  is  in- 
teresting as  normally;  the 
players  who  battle  each 
other  in  the  NHL  are  thrown 
onto  one  team  together,  to 
play  other  countries  whom 
may  contain  their  NHL 
teammates. 

So,  in  2012  when 
you  sit  down  to  enjoy  the 
summer  Olympics  in  Lon- 
don, watch  with  a  more  crit- 
ical eye.  College  students 
can  take  lessons  away  from 
the  games.  We  learn  to  not 
take  everything  for  what  it 
seems  to  be  at  first  glance, 
to  go  into  everything  we  do 
fearlessly  and  devoted,  and 
to  work  together  to  solve  the 
larger  goal  at  hand.  Perhaps 
if  you  use  these  lessons  put 
forth  by  Olympic  athletes, 
you  too  will  have  you  name 
in  the  history  books  one 
day. 
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UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 


Home  Giun 

cs  in  IJoUl 

WOMEN'S  LACROSSE 

3/7/2010 

Stevenson  University 

1 :00  PM 

3/2/2010 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  institute 

4:00  PM 

3/10/2010 

Salve  Regina  University 

7:00  PM 

3/4/2010 

Springfield  College 

4:00  PM 

3/13/2010 

Gordon  College 

1:00  PM 

3/6/2010 

Mount  Holyoke  College 

1:00  PM 

Jl  i  Jl £\}  1  u 

Bowdoin  Coilegc 

J .  uu  r  JVi 

3/10/2010 

Smith  College 

4:00  PM 

innnni  n 

J/Z.U'       1  u 

N3Z3reth  College 

/  .yjyj  r  ivi 

3/16/2010 

Wheaton  College 

/  :w  KM 

■»/74nni0 

J/ ^t/ 1  u 

Curry  College 

7:00  PM 

3/18/2010 

State  University  College  at  Geneseo 

TBD 

1/?7/?010 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology 

4:00  PM 

3/24/2010 

Curry  College 

4:00  rM 

1/11  /"joi  n 

j/ J  I  /ZU  1  u 

Roger  \ViIli3ms  University 

4-nn  PM 

rlVl 

3/27/2010 

Colby  Sawyer  College 

1 :00  PM 

*+/ J/ZU  1  u 

Endicott  College 

3/30/2010 

Roger  Williams  University 

4:00  PM 

4/7/1010 

Nichols  College 

7:00  PM 

4/3/2010 

Endicott  College 

J.UU  rM 

SOFTBALL 

3/3/2010 

Anna  Maria  College 

6:00  PM 

NTC  Spring  Games  -  Clermont,  Fla. 

3/24/2010 

Nichols  College 

3:30  PM 

3/13/2010 

Wesleyan  University 

9:30  AM 

3/27/2010 

Eastern  Nazarene  College 

1:00  PM 

3/13/2010 

The  College  of  New  Jersey 

11:30  AM 

3/30/2010 

Roger  Williams  University 

3:00  PM 

3/14/2010 

Frostburg  State  University 

5:30  PM 

4/1/2010 

UMass  Dartmouth 

3:30  PM 

3/14/2010 

Plattsburg  State 

7:30  PM 

4/7/2010 

Endicott  College 

3:30  PM 

3/16/2010 

Manhattanville  College 

9:30  AM 

4/10/2010 

Curry  College 

12:00  PM 

3/16/2010 

Fairleigh  Dickinson-Florham 

11:30  AM 

4/13/2010 

Regis  College 

3:30  PM 

3/17/2010 

The  College  of  Mt.  St.  Vincent 

11:30  AM 

4/15/2010 

Gordon  College 

3:30  PM 

3/17/2010 

Rhode  Island  College 

3:30  PM 

4/17/2010 

Wentworth  institute  of  Technology 

12:00  PM 

3/18/2010 

Franciscan  University 

9:30  AM 

BASEBALL 


3/6/2010 

3/7/2010 

3/13/2010 

3/14/2010 

3/15/2010 

3/16/2010 

3/17/2010 

3/1 8/20 10 

3/21/2010 

3/22/2010 


Farmingdale  State  College 

St.  Joseph's  College-Long  Island 

Concordia 

The  College  of  New  Jersey 
Keene  State 

The  College  at  Brockport 
Johns  Hopkins 
Southern  Maine 
Salve  Regina  University 
New  England  College 


2:00  PM 
Noon 
2:00  PM 
9:00  AM 
2:00  PM 
1:30  PM 
10:00  AM 
1:30  PM 
Noon 
2:00  PM 


ATHLETICS 

Men's  Lacrosse: 

Wins:0 
Losses:! 
Ties:0 

Men's  Tennis: 

Wins:  0 
Losses:  I 
Ties: 0 

Baseball: 

Wins:  0 
Losses:  0 
Ties:  0 

Softball: 

Wins:  0 
Losses;  0 
Ties:  0 

RECORDS 

JVomen's 
Lacrosse: 

Wins:  0 
Losses:  0 
Ties: 0 

Women's  Tennis: 

Wins:  0 
Losses;  0 
Ties:  0 

SPORTS 
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Seminar  Abroad  2010:  FIFA  World  Cup,  South  Africa 


By  Anthony  Camardi 

In  the  summer  of 
2010  a  group  of  eleven 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege students  will  be  travel- 
ing to  South  Afnca,  the  host 
of  this  year's  World  Cup.  In 
the  eighty  year  history  of  the 
World  Cup,  this  is  the  first 
time  it  has  ever  been  held  in 
South  Africa,  or  even  on  the 
continent  of  Africa  itself. 
South  Africa  is  an  incred- 
ibly large  country,  twice  the 
size  of  Texas,  and  matches 
will  be  held  in  9  cities  and 
10  venues  throughout  the 
tournament.  These  cities  are 
Capet  Town,  Johannesburg, 
Bloemfontein,  Durban, 
Nelspruit,  Polokwane,  Port 
Elizabeth/Nelson  Mandela 
Bay,  Pretoria,  and  Rusten- 
burg.  Johannesburg  is  the 
only  city  with  two  venues 
for  which  matches  will  be 
played.  The  tournament 
will  last  from  June  11th  to 
July  1 1th.  The  total  cost  for 
the  trip  and  all  the  activi- 
ties is  $5,750  and  includes 
round  trip  airfare  between 
Hartford  and  Johannes- 
burg, ground  transportation, 
sleeping  accommodations, 
tickets  to  matches,  meals, 
tours,  and  more. 

Dr.  Daniel  Covell  and 
Professor  Curt  Hamakawa, 
two  professors  from  the 
Sports  Management  depart- 
ment, will  be  leading  the 
students  on  this  journey. 
The  students  that  are  taking 
part  of  this  journey  are  Tim 
Conrod,  Dave  Fitzpatrick, 
Shawn  Fitzpatrick,  Sean 
Healey,  Dan  Gould,  Mike 
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Jones,  Ally  Ostler,  Dave 
Quackenbush,  Spencer  Sev- 
ers, Kevin  Shaker,  and  Nick 
Starr. 

"I  am  very  excited 
about  this  trip,"  said  sopho- 
more Spencer  Severs.  "I 
think  it  will  be  a  wonderful 
time  and  a  great  experience. 
I  have  talked  to  people  that 
have  been  to  South  Africa 
and  they  said  it  was  amaz- 
ing." 

They  are  scheduled 
to  depart  on  June  8th  and 
return  June  18th  after  an 
8  night  excursion.  The 
group's  base  will  be  in  Pre- 
toria. The  plan  is  for  the 
smdents  to  attend  4  World 
Cup  matches  at  different 
venues. 

"We  have  put  in  a  re- 


quest for  tickets  to  the 
United  States  vs.  England, 
South  Africa  vs.  Mexico, 
Brazil  vs.  North  Korea,  and 
South  Africa  vs.  Uruguay 
matches,"  said  Professor 
Hamakawa.  "This  World 
Cup  experience  is  a  rare 
opportunity  for  students  to 
have  a  great  time  and  bring 
back  some  good  memories 
to  share  with  finends  and 
family.  This  is  the  second 
international  trip  that  we 
will  be  going  on.  The  first 
was  in  2008  when  we  vis- 
ited China  and  went  to  the 
summer  Olympic  Games  in 
Beijing.  Our  goal  as  faculty 
is  to  try  and  organize  one  of 
these  frips  every  two  years, 
and  the  next  one  will  hope- 
fiilly  be  in  2012  going  to 
the  Olympic  Games  in  Lon- 
don." 


Along  with  the  enter- 
tainment, there  is  a  cultural 
component  to  this  frip.  The 
group  is  going  to  be  taking 
tours  of  the  city  of  Johan- 
nesburg, the  Nelson  Man- 
dela house,  the  apartheid 
museum,  and  the  Pilanes- 
burg  Natural  Wildlife  Re- 
serve. This  is  all  tied  into 
a  special  sports  manage- 
ment course  which  focuses 
on  international  soccer  and 
South  African  culture,  his- 
tory, society,  and  political 
issues  in  hosting  the  World 
Cup.  The  group  will  also 
be  visiting  the  United  States 
Embassy  in  Pretoria  to  get 
an  overview  of  what  the 
U.S.  Embassy  does  in  for- 
eign countries,  especially 
when  dealing  with  the  issue 
of  diplomacy. 

in   some  behind-the- 


scenes  action,  the  group  will 
be  getting  briefings  from 
some  World  Cup  sponsors 
to  expose  them  to  the  busi- 
ness side  of  the  World  Cup. 

"These  trips  are  mainly 
going  to  be  Olympic  based, 
but  this  will  be  my  first 
hands-on  soccer  experience 
and  my  first  World  Cup," 
said  Professor  Hamakawa. 
"It  will  be  interesting  to  see 
how  a  developing  country 
can  handle  hosting  such  a 
prestigious  tournament." 

The  reason  for  hosting 
the  event  is  to  elevate  South 
Africa's  national  prestige, 
and  show  the  visibility  of 
good  news  from  a  country 
that  has  had  a  history  of 
crime  and  poverty. 

"I  am  looking  for- 
ward to  gaining  more 
knowledge  about  soccer  be- 
ing played  globally,"  said 
Severs.  "1  also  look  to  gain 
a  better  understanding  of  the 
South  African  culture  and 
how  so  much  has  changed 
in  the  past  few  decades. 
What  I  am  anticipating  most 
is  the  atmosphere.  The  at- 
mosphere around  the  World 
Cup  should  be  intense.  Not 
only  are  the  people  from 
South  Africa  going  to  be 
excited,  but  all  the  other  na- 
tions being  at  these  games 
should  make  it  a  wonderful 
time.  I  think  it  will  definite- 
ly change  my  perspective  on 
soccer.  The  United  States 
seemed  more  sheltered  in 
soccer.  The  World  Cup  ex- 
perience should  provide  me 
with  a  better  understanding 
of  how  soccer  is  the  number 
one  sport  in  the  world." 


Golden  Bear  Stadium  update 


By  Anthony  Camardi 


Back  in  the  fall  se- 
mester of  2009,  Athletic 
Director  Michael  Theulen 
was  in  negotiation  with  the 
school  and  the  Board  of 
Trustees  in  the  hopes  of  re- 
placing the  turf  on  Golden 
Bear  Stadium.  The  field 
was  in  bad  shape  and  well 
past  its  shelf  life  of  8  to  10 
years.  The  request  was  sub- 
mitted on  Friday,  October 
2nd  of  2009,  and  earlier  in 
this  Spring  2010  semester, 
the  operation  to  pursue  a 
new  turf  field  was  granted. 


The  three  main  people  who 
are  in  charge  of  this  opera- 
tion are  Athletic  Director 
Michael  Theulen,  Director 
of  Facilities  Mike  Duncan, 
and  Associate  Athletic  Di- 
rector Joseph  Sassi. 

"Now  that  we  have 
confirmation  to  go  forward 
with  this  operation,  we  are 
in  the  beginning  phase  of 
the  process,"  said  Joseph 
Sassi.  "We  have  to  figure 
out  a  payment  plan,  estimat- 
ed costs,  and  which  com- 
pany we  are  going  to  use  to 
install  the  turf  field." 

The  estimated  cost 


for  replacing  the  turf  field 
is  between  500,000  and 
600,000  dollars.  Thus  far  in 
the  process  the  school  has 
met  with  three  different  turf 
organizations:  Astro  Turf, 
Field  Turf,  and  A  Turf. 

"We  are  not  sure 
which  direction  we  are  go- 
ing to  in  as  far  as  choosing 
which  company,"  Coach 
Sassi  said.  "We  need  to  re- 
search numbers,  stages  this 
will  take,  financing  for  the 
project,  and  we  need  to  visit 
all  of  the  sites  to  get  a  better 
idea  of  who  we  are  going  to 
use.   Another  big  decision 


will  be  whether  or  not  we 
can  reuse  the  current  curv- 
ing system  underneath  the 
turf  after  it  gets  ripped  up. 
If  we  are  able  to  reuse  the 
curving  system  it  will  bring 
down  some  of  the  costs  for 
us." 

The  decision  for 
which  company  they  will 
use  will  be  made  by  April 
of  this  semester.  From  there 
a  timeline  will  be  made  for 
when  the  job  will  begin  and 
end.  Right  now  the  plan  is 
to  have  the  operation  start- 
ed after  graduation  and  the 
field  replaced  and  playable 


by  the  first  week  in  August 
of  20 10. 

"We  plan  on  having 
this  be  a  one  month  project, 
weather  permitting."  said 
Coach  Sassi.  "This  is  some- 
thing that  absolutely  has  to 
get  done.  I  am  very  excited 
that  we  have  made  it  this  far 
in  the  process  and  can't  wait 
to  continue.  Our  concern,  of 
course,  is  for  the  health  and 
safety  of  our  athletes  on  all 
levels  of  competition,  and 
this  is  a  huge  step  towards 
maintaining  that  goal." 
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Athlete  of  the  Issue:  Kaylyn 
Smith 


By  Matt  Sigiru 


This  week  the  athlete  of 
the  issue  is  Kaylyn  Smith,  a 
face  many  of  you  probably 
recognize  from  around  the 
AHLC. 

Senior  Forward  Kaylyn 
Smith  has  been  an  important 
part  of  the  women's  basket- 
ball program  for  the  last  4 
years,  constantly  working  to 
improve  herself  and  spend- 
ing countless  hours  at  the 
AHLC. 

Plagued  by  injuries  for 
the  last  year,  she  has  been 
one  of  the  more  unsung  he- 
roes of  the  team,  yet  always 
remaining  present  and  sup- 
portive of  the  team. 

Last  season  ended 
abruptly  for  Smith  when 
she  was  taken  down  by  a 
torn  ACL,  which  probably 
wouldn't  have  even  been 
enough  to  keep  her  down 
had  she  not  come  down 
with  an  MRSA  infection 
this  October. 

Causing  Smith  to  go  in 
for  back  surgery,  her  inju- 
ries have  finally  seemed  to 
subside  which  has  allowed 
her  to  make  a  strong  recov- 
ery; her  first  start  in  over  a 
year  was  on  February  13th 


Image:  wnec.echi 

against  Gordon  College. 

Smith  wasted  no  time 
getting  her  game  back,  scor- 
ing 8  points  with  6  rebounds 
and  helping  lead  the  girls 
team  to  a  62-41  victory. 

Smith  says  its  been  a 
tough  year  with  her  injuries 
and  the  loss  of  her  father  to 
a  brain  tumor,  but  basket- 
ball has  kept  her  focused 
and  helped  her  through  this 
tough  time. 

"Basketball  is  what 
made  things  seem  not  as 
bad  for  me,"  explains  Smith 
about  such  a  troubled  time 
in  her  life.  "Basketball  is  the 
reason  why  I  am  where  I  am 
today." 

Proving  the  old  adage 
true  that  you  get  back  what 
you  put  into  it.  Smith  has 
certainly  put  in  much  of  her 
last  four  years  into  women's 
basketball  here  at  WNEC. 


A  Letter  to  the  Editor 


I  am  writing  in  regards  to  the  Winter  Sports  Update  in  the  December  7,  2009  issue 
of  The  Westerner.  According  to  the  article,  the  men's  wrestling  team  had  not  "yet  put  up  a 
satisfying  result"  of  the  season.  This  letter  is  a  response  to  the  error  in  judgment  and  data  in  the 
article. 

The  article  states  the  team  placed  6"'  out  of  6  teams  at  the  Roger  Williams  Invitational. 
This  is  incorrect;  the  team  actually  placed  6'^  of  1 1  and  had  three  placers,  none  of  which  were 
given  credit  in  the  article.  Jamison  Sacco  won  his  weight  class  at  285  pounds.  Anthony  Medina 
placed  third  at  1 33  pounds  and  pinned  the  number  3  ranked  wrestler  in  the  conference.  Matthew 
Spataro  placed  sixth  at  149  pounds. 

The  second  match  of  the  year  was  the  Doug  Parker  Invitational  (in  which  the  team 
scored  47  points  to  finish  1 5  of  1 8),  and  had  even  better  competition.  Of  the  1 8  teams 
competing,  6  currently  hold  national  rankings  in  the  top  30  in  the  country.  Sacco  placed  third 
at  285  pounds.  Robby  Ferrante  and  Anthony  Medina  both  finished  4-2  and  a  round  away  form 
placing.  32  nationally  ranked  wrestlers  competed  in  this  tournament  across  the  ten  weight 
classes.  Considering  the  competition,  our  young  wrestling  team  has  done  a  fine  job  thus  far. 

Where  is  the  report  of  Jamison  Sacco's  top  ranking  in  the  conference?  He  has  held  that 
ranking  all  year  and  boasts  a  15-1  record,  his  only  loss  coming  to  a  nationally  ranked  opponent 
from  out  of  conference  (that  he  later  avenged  in  the  final  consolation  round  at  Doug  Park 
Invitational).  Sacco  is  ranked  in  the  top  20  in  the  country  at  285  pounds. 

Wrestling  is  an  individual  sport,  so  a  team  score  can  be  misleading.  6"'  of  1 1  and  15*  of 
18  are  not  stellar  finishes,  but  because  wrestling  is  an  individual  sport,  attention  should  be  paid 
to  the  athletes.  A  number  one  conference  ranking  and  national  ranking  should  be  reported  no 
matter  the  outcome  of  any  match. 

I  hope  credit  will  be  properly  paid  to  the  athletes  in  the  future.  They  are  a  special  group 
of  athletes,  and  are  some  of  the  hardest  working  men  i  have  known  in  my  athletic  career.  If  you 
have  any  doubts  come  watch  them  train— either  in  the  morning  or  in  the  evening  of  our  double 
sessions — or  come  see  one  of  our  upcoming  home  matches. 

Correct  information  and  schedules  can  be  found  at  www.wnecgoldenbears.com ; 
information,  comments,  and  questions  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Wrestling  Coaching  Staff. 

Regards. 

Ted  Banks 

Assistant  Wrestling  Coach 
Western  New  England  College 
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By  Andrea  Melone 

WNEC  students  and 
staff  riveted  their  audi- 
ences performing  Moises 
Kaufman's  The  Laramie 
Project  both  March  4th  and 
5th.  It  is  strikingly  unlike 
most  plays,  as  the  produc- 
tion features  "moments," 
instead  of  scenes.  The  char- 
acters are  various  residents 
of  Laramie,  Wyoming,  ex- 
plaining their  reactions  to 
the  events  surrounding  the 
brutal  hate  crime  committed 
against  Matthew  Shepard  in 
interview  segments. 

Matthew  Shepard 
was  a  young  college  student 
who  was  openly  gay,  found 
horrendously  beaten  by  two 
of  Laramie's  own.  A  group 
called  The  Tectonic  Theater 
Project  went  to  Wyoming 
to  interview  Laramie  resi- 


The  Laramie  Project 


LARAMIE 


PROJECT 


The  Lai  amie  Project  shared  Matthew  Shepard's  story  with 
the  WNEC  community. 
Image:  Google 


dents,  and  thus  the  play  was 
created  as  a  sort  of  written 
collage  of  their  statements, 
craftily  shortened  and  or- 
dered to  give  the  story  the 
right  effect. 

On  campus,  Meghan 


Nario  directed  the  play. 
Heather  Coulter  was  stage 
and  house  manager,  and 
Thane  Wager  was  techni- 
cal director  The  cast  in- 
cluded 14  gifted  members 
of  WNEC  students  and  fac- 


ulty, each  portraying  around 
3  to  7  different  characters. 

They  held  the  audi- 
ence captive  as  they  recited 
the  statements  of  real  Lara- 
mie people,  reacting  to  the 
death  of  Matthew  Shepard 
and  the  incidents  surround- 
ing the  murder  The  room 
was  filled  with  emotion, 
both  strongly  demonstrated 
on  stage,  and  felt  by  the  au- 
dience. 

Moises  Kaufman  and 
the  Tectonic  Theatre  Proj- 
ect moved  the  country  with 
their  play,  as  the  Western 
New  England  performers 
moved  their  school. 

For  more  information 
on  the  Matthew  Shepard 
foundation,  please  visit 
www.matthewshepard.org. 


V  is  for  amazing:  V-DAY  wrap-up 


By  Adie  Giguere 

The  global  move- 
ment known  as  V-Day  had 
a  strong  voice  this  year  at 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege, raising  over  S4,500 
through  ftindraising  events 
on  campus  throughout  the 
month  of  February.  The  ex- 
tremely successftil  V-Day 
team  at  WNEC  put  together 
a  benefit  dodgeball  tourna- 
ment, posters  and  raffles, 
as  well  as  sold  "I  <3  Vagi- 
na" and  "1  <3  My  Vagina" 
t-shirts  (which  were  quite 
popular!).  The  highlight  of 
the  efforts  was  undoubtedly 
the  benefit  performance  of 
The  Vagina  Monologues  on 
February  26th  and  27th. 

Upon  entering 
Sleith  100,  with  gid  pow- 
er songs  like  Alicia  Keys' 
"Superwoman"  and  Chris- 
tina Aguilera's  "Beautiful" 
playing,  I  was  immediately 
brought  back  to  last  year's 
fantastic  performance  of 
The  Vagina  Monologues  at 
WNEC.  That  performance 
was  my  first  experience 
of  the  Monologues,  I  was 
extremely   impressed  and 


moved  by  the  stories  told  in  nior  Caroline  Bixby,  joined 

the  performance.  I  couldn't  new  cast  members,  some 

wait  to  see  it  again  this  year,  of  whom  were  so  moved  in 

and  the  show  proved  just  as  the  audience  of  last  year's 

wonderful  as  I  was  expect-  Monologues,    they  were 

ing.  compelled  to  act.  Seniors 


1 

■  ; 

r»  i 

v%  ^ 

i  4 

The  Vagina  Monologues  cast 

Image:  Jenna  Pellil 

Directors  Katie  Man- 
ning, Samanlha  Moniz,  and 
Heather  Perez,  all  seniors, 
lead  this  year's  cast  with 
amazing  individual  perfor- 
mances. Other  returning 
cast  members,  including  ju- 
nior Deidra  Jefferson  and ju- 


2010. 

Stephanie  Davis.  Samantha 
Bashaw,  and  Lauren  Sulli- 
van were  all  such  additions. 
Together,  these  WNEC 
women  proudly  presented 
the  stories  of  numerous 
women  and  girls,  some  hap- 
py, some  hysterical,  some 


sad,  and  some  scary. 

Interviews  with  wom- 
en about  what  their  vagina 
would  wear  or  say,  and  a  per- 
spective on  "hair"  by  senior 
Stephanie  Davis,  opened 
the  show.  Director  Heather 
Perez's  excellent  presenta- 
tion of  "Because  He  Liked 
to  Look  At  It"  eased  the  au- 
dience into  the  jarring  and 
beautifully  powerful  pre- 
sentation of  "Say  It."  which 
concerned  the  "comfort 
women"  of  Japan's  military 
sexual  slavery  during  the 
1930's  and  1940's,  Senior 
Lauren  Sullivan,  junior  Jen- 
na Swartz.  and  junior  Deidra 
Jefferson  gave  emotionally 
moving  performances,  with 
the  strong  emphasis  of  ju- 
niors Victoria  Nardone  and 
Jenna  Pettit,  and  sophomore 
Amanda  DeCosta,  behind 
them  in  chorus. 

The  second  half  of  the 
Monologues  gave  the  audi- 
ence some  big  laughs,  es- 
pecially Director  Samantha 
Moniz's  performance  of 
"My  Angry  Vagina,"  a  hys- 
terical rant  about  tampons, 
thongs,  and  trips  to  the  gy- 

Continued  on  page  3. 
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Remember  your  ABC's  this  Spring  Break 

lone  that  earl 
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just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  6:00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  In  Rivers  105, 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo,com  for  more 
info.  


By  Sarah  Carbone 


In  hght  of  Meghan 
Rothschild's  recent  visit  to 
campus,  we  are  now  say- 
ing "Skin  is  in!"  Meghan 
came  to  speak  to  the  cam- 
pus about  her  experience 
with  melanoma  at  age  20. 
A  handful  of  the  Resident 
Advisors,  alongside  Health 
Services  educator  Lauren 
Dansereau,  are  sponsoring 
events  around  campus  to 
promote  the  knowledge  and 
facts  of  melanoma,  as  well 
as  the  dangers  of  tanning. 
As  we  approach  that  time  of 
year  when  we  see  the  lines 
at  the  tanning  salons  grow  a 
little  longer  than  usual  due 
to  spring  break,  here  are  a 
few  facts  for  you  to  keep  in 
mind. 

Melanoma  is  the  most 
common  form  of  cancer 
found  in  women  aged  25- 
32.  This  is  the  point  in  our 
life  when  we  can  take  the 
necessary  precautions  and 
prevent  this!  One  of  the 
higher  risks  associated  with 
melanoma  is  short  periods 
of  intense  exposure  to  ultra- 
violet rays.  This  can  consist 
of  sunbathing  outdoors  in 
the  natural  sunlight  without 
wearing  proper  sunscreen, 
or  tanning  indoors  in  a  tan- 
ning bed.  A  common  argu- 
ment is  that  tanning  in  a 
tanning  bed  is  done  in  a 
controlled  environment, 
therefore  there  is  nothing 
to  worry  about.  This  is  not 
always  the  case;  using  a  tan- 
ning bed  for  twenty  minutes 
at  a  time  is  the  et|ui\  alenl  lo 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations. 


Your  skin  is  in! 
Image:  Google 

being  exposed  to  intense 
sunlight  on  the  beach  for 
up  to  three  hours  without 
sunscreen.  Tanning  beds 
also  put  out  three  to  six 
times  the  amount  of  radia- 
tion that  natural  sunlight 
does.  Because  tanning  beds 
are  indoors  and  operated 
and  controlled  by  employ- 
ees, they  can  appear  to  be 
a  safer  alternative  to  sun- 
bathing outdoors,  but  this 
is  hardly  the  right  idea! 

Artificial  tanning  isn't 
the  only  thing  that  increas- 
es your  chances  of  mela- 
noma. Just  being  out  in  the 
sun  for  extended  periods 
of  time,  or  spending  your 
whole  summer  out  on  the 
lake  with  limited  protec- 
tion from  the  sun,  can  do 


it.  Do  you  remember  that 
horrible  sunburn  you  got  at 
least  once  every  summer? 
Well,  five  of  those  sunburns 
are  enough  to  significantly 
increase  your  risks  of  skin 
cancer.  Make  sure  to  wear 
sunscreen  with  AT  LEAST 
an  SPF  of  1 5  and  which  pro- 
tects against  both  UVA  and 
UVB  rays,  and  remember 
to  reapply  if  it  is  not  water- 
proof 

Melanoma  rates  are  in- 
creasing faster  than  nearly 
all  other  cancers  right  now. 
killing  approximately  one 
person  every  hour!  That's  a 
scary  statistic  when  our  age 
group  is  the  target  popula- 
tion of  tanning  and  sun  ex- 
posure. The  one  thing  to  re- 
member about  melanoma  is 


that  early  detection  Is  key! 
A  simple  skin  exam  can 
save  your  life.  To  do  this, 
check  for  irregular  moles 
and  remember  your  Mela- 
noma ABC's!  A:  Asymme- 
try -  Is  one  half  of  the  mole 
unlike  the  other  half?  B: 
Border  -  Is  the  border  of  the 
mole  irregular,  scalloped, 
or  poorly  defined?  C:  Color 
-  Are  there  various  shades 
of  brown,  black,  or  tan  from 
one  area  to  another?  D:  Di- 
ameter -  Is  the  diameter  of 
the  mole  greater  than  6  milli- 
meters wide?  And  E:  Evolv- 
ing -  Does  the  size,  shape, 
color,  or  texture  change  or 
evolve  over  time?  If  you 
ever  have  to  answer  yes  to 
any  of  these  questions,  this 
should  be  a  warning  to  you. 
Please  get  examined  by  a 
doctor  immediately! 

Some  people  claim  to 
tan  because  it  makes  them 
feel  good  and  it's  a  good 
source  of  vitamin  D.  While 
that  is  true,  there  are  other 
ways  of  obtaining  vitamin 
D,  such  as  through  diet  or 
other  vitamin  supplements. 
While  it's  nice  to  have  that 
tan  glow  radiating  from 
your  skin,  it's  time  to  take 
a  step  back  and  consider 
whether  is  it  really  worth  it 
in  the  long  run.  Remember 
to  examine  your  skin,  be 
familiar  with  what  moles 
you  currently  have  and  have 
been  there  your  whole  life, 
and  what  moles  may  just  be 
developing.  As  they  would 
say  on  the  Jersey  Shore, 
skip  the  tanning. . .  just  stick 
to  the  gym  and  laundry  in- 
stead! 


public:  saff/it  blotter 


AROUND  CAMPUS: 
March  1:  Officers  are 
called  to  the  Gateway  Middle 
Lot  for  a  report  of  a  male 
banging  on  doors  and  yelling. 
Officers  find  a  male  student 
banging  on  the  door  of  what 
he  believes  to  be  his  apart- 
ment. He  is  identified,  and  it 
is  determined  he  is  under  the 
nfluence  of  alcohol.  The  man 
is  transported  to  the  hospital 
by  ambulance. 
March  I:  Officers  respond 
to  Hampden  Hall  to  assist 
RA's.  While  on  rounds  the 
RA's  found  an  empty  beer  keg 
in  a  stairwell.  The  keg  is  con- 
fiscated and  tagged  as  found 
property. 


March  2:  Officers  on  patrol 
observe  a  vehicle  without 
WNEC  decals.  The  plate  is 
run  through  the  registr>  and  it 
is  determined  that  the  owner 
has  a  suspended  license.  The 
car  is  stopped  and  the  opera- 
tor is  identified.  The  man  is 
issued  a  criminal  citation,  and 
the  car  is  towed  off  campus. 
March  6:  WNEC  Officers 
are  requested  by  Springfield 
Police  to  assist  with  an  off 
campus  party  after  a  citizen 
complaint.  WNEC  Officers 
arrive,  and  the  party  is  bro- 
ken up  in  an  orderly  fashion. 
A  report  is  completed  and 
forwarded  to  the  Dean  of  Stu- 
dents office. 


March  7:  Officers  respond 
to  Windham  Hall  for  a  report 
of  a  student  with  drug  para- 
phernalia. Officers  speak  with 
the  otfender  and  determine 
that  he  is  in  possession  of  a 
hookah.  The  hookah  is  con- 
fiscated, as  it  is  not  allowed 
at  WNEC  per  campus  regula- 
tions. The  hookah  is  taken  to 
the  WNEC  Police  Station  and 
tagged  as  confiscated  prop- 
erty. 

March  7:  A  student  arrives 
at  the  WNEC  Police  Station 
to  report  a  stolen  keg  from 
her  apartment.  A  statement  is 
completed  and  a  report  filed. 
The  case  is  under  investiga- 
tion. 


SPRING  BREAK  SAFETY: 

Spring  break  is  fast  approach- 
ing and  the  officers  of  the 
WNEC  Police  Department 
would  like  to  wish  everyone  a 
safe  vacation.  If  you  are  trav- 
eling, please  keep  the  follow- 
ing safety  tips  in  mind: 

•  Keep  your  identity  safe. 

•  Do  not  carry  a  lot  of  cash,  or 
flash  money  in  public. 

•  Keep  jewelry  at  home. 

•  ALWAYS  be  aware  of  your 
surroundings. 

•  Do  not  drink  so  much  that 
your  judgment  is  clouded  and 
you  make  unsafe  decisions. 

•  Watch  out  for  friends,  and 
make  sure  they  watch  out  for 
you. 


w.  wnec.edu/dps 


Comgne^^:  Officer  St,  George 
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WESTERNER  EXPRESS 


By  Alex  Carter 


On  March  24'",  West- 
em  New  England  College 
will  be  welcoming  Nick 
Dipaolo  to  our  campus.  A 
native  of  Massachusetts, 
Nick  Dipaolo  is  a  stand-up 
comedian  who  began  his 
career  in  New  England,  but 
is  now  very  popular  in  New 
York  City.  Widely  known 
for  his  sarcastic,  hilarious, 
blunt  and  sometimes  con- 
troversial humor,  Dipaolo 
promises  to  be  nothing  short 
of  entertaining.  He  has  been 
featured  on  shows  such  as 
"The  Tonight  Show  with 


CAB  Comedy  presents...  Nick  Dipaolo 


Comedian  Nick  Dipaolo  comes  to  WNEC  after  break. 
Image:  Google 

David  Letterman"  and  "Late  He  has  also  been  nominated 
Night  with  Conan  O'Brien."    for  two  Emmys  for  his  work 


on  "The  Chris  Rock  Show," 
and  can  be  seen  on  Comedy 
Central.  Dipaolo  has  hosted 
his  own  radio  talk  show  and 
has  guest  starred  for  house- 
hold names  such  as  Howard 
Stem. 

Opening  for  Dipaolo 
will  be  comedian  Joey  List. 
Also  hailing  from  Massa- 
chusetts, List  has  been  per- 
forming stand-up  comedy 
since  he  graduated  from 
high  school  in  2000.  He  has 
worked  with  many  well- 
known  comedians,  includ- 
ing Dane  Cook,  Bob  Saget, 
and  Tracy  Morgan,  and  has 
appeared  on  Comedy  Cen- 


tral and  in  a  few  commer- 
cials. List  has  been  open- 
ing for  Nick  Dipaolo  since 
2006. 

The  Campus  Activi- 
ties Board  has  worked  hard 
to  bring  this  comedy  duo  to 
WNEC.  Nick  Dipaolo  and 
Joey  List  will  be  perform- 
ing in  the  Rivers  Arena  on 
Wednesday,  March  24*  at 
8:00  PM  in  what  prom- 
ises to  be  the  biggest  com- 
edy event  since  homecom- 
ing. Refreshments  will  be 
served.  Come  prepared  to 
laugh! 


The  Westerner  wishes  everyone  safe  travels  and 

A  HAPPY  SPRING  BREAK! 


ImproY  on  the  Rocks  brings  laughter  to  all 


By  Hannah  Berling 

Giving  life  to  every- 
day food  items,  speaking 
in  only  Britney  Spears  lyr- 
ics, and  spelling  words  that 
don't  even  exist  were  just 
a  few  of  the  acts  that  had 
students,  friends,  and  fam- 
ily laughing  out  loud  Friday 
night. 

Improv  on  the  Rocks 


unveiled  some  new  games, 
as  well  as  performing  old 
favorites,  to  a  crowded  Rock 
Cafe  on  Friday  March,  5*^. 
The  troupe  used  their  ability 
to  create  scenes  on  the  spot 
to  deliver  jokes  and  one  lin- 
ers that  had  their  audience 
amused  all  evening. 

"I  think  this  was  our 


best  show  of  the  year,  and 
they'll  only  get  better  trom 
here,"  Club  President  Chris 
Milanesi  stated  after  the 
show. 

The  group  used 
this  performance,  which 
was  sponsored  by  Senior 
Council,  to  debut  some  new 
games,  including  "spelling 


bee,"  "teleprompter,"  and 
"potpourri."  One  new  game, 
"weird  news  casters,"  fea- 
tured freshman  Danna  Maz- 
zola  harnessing  her  inner 
Sarah  Palin,  as  that  was  the 
character  she  was  selected 
to  portray. 

Improv  on  the 
Rocks  is  a  comedy  group 


force  not  to  messed  with 
here  on  campus.  They  bring 
wit  and  creativity  to  each  of 
their  shows  and  are  expect- 
ed lo  only  get  better.  Don't 
miss  their  next  performance 
when  we  retum  from  Spring 
Break  -  There  will  be  a  show 
on  Thursday,  March  25th  at 
12:30  PM  in  The  Rock! 


Westerner  Beer  Review 

Pabst  Blue  Ribbon  Beer„,„J"^^,-,^;' 


mhihin 


By  Canio  Carlucci  and  Adie  Giguere 

The  Beer  Pros 


This  week,  consider- 
ing that  we  are  running 
an  express  issue,  we  have 
decided  to  review  a  beer 
that  spealcs  for  itself,  and 
if  you  have  seen  the  mov- 
ie Gran  Torino  starring 
Clint  Eastwood  you  will 
know  exactly  what  beer 
we  are  talking  about... 
That's  right,  the  all-origi- 
nal, ail-American,  Pabst 
Blue  Ribbon  Beer.  PBR 
pours  out  clear  yellow 
with  a  mild  head  and  sips 


with  a  hint  of  hops  and  a 
slightly  grassy  aftertaste. 
They  are  a  pretty  stan- 
dard, full-flavored  beer, 
but  the  best  thing  about 
them  is  the  fact  that  they 
won't  fill  you  up.  We 
have  decided  to  give  PBR 
a  3.5/5  for  two  reasons: 
1)  It  is  a  great  tasting  and 
inexpensive  "party  beer," 
and  2)  It  has  been  an  Ail- 
American  beer  since  the 
late  1800's. 


liMsc  drink 
n:spon!.ibly  and  jliiji-  h)  WNKC 
guidelines  and  rules  reijardingLileohol 
possession,  use.  and  prociiremenl. 


PBR  Rating 

■  ■  ■  • 

3.5/5  Beers 


The  Top  10  Hot  Spots  of 
Spring  Break  2010 


J.)  Canciin.  Mexico 


6.)  Jamaica 


2.)  Acapulco.  Gk  Mexico        7.)  Pananma  City  Beach. 

Florida 


3.  )  Freeport.  Bahamas 

4.  )  Mazatlan.  Mexico 

5.  )  South  Padre  Island 


8.)  Puerto  Vallarta, 
Mexico 


9.)  Nassau,  Bahamas 


10.)  Cabo  San  Lucas. 
Mexico 
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WESTERRJER  EXPRESS 


Former  Major  League  pitcher  to  speak  at 
WNEC 


By  Anthony  Camardi 

The  Center  for  In- 
ternational Sport  Busi- 
ness (CISB),  established  in 
2007,  hosts  a  speaker  series 
called  "For  the  Love  of  the 
Games."  This  series  is  in- 
tended to  bring  prominent 
personahties  from  sport  and 
business  to  Western  New 
England  College.  Notable 
past  speakers  have  been 
former  New  York  Mets 
(Major  League  Baseball) 
and  Chiba  Lotte  Marines 
(Japanese  Baseball  League) 
manager,  and  current  MLB 
analyst,  Bobby  Valentine  in 
January  of  2009,  and  New 
York  Times  sports  reporter 
Lynn  Zinser  in  September 
of  2009.  Next  in  line  in  this 
speaker  series  is  former  Ma- 
jor League  Baseball  pitcher 
and  local  resident  Mike 
Trombley,  with  his  segment 
"Life  in  the  Big  Leagues." 

Mike  Trombley  was 
bom  on  April  14,  1967  in 
Springfield,  Massachusetts. 


He  attended  Minnechaug 
Regional  High  School  in 
Wilbraham.  MA,  and  was  a 
double  varsity  sport  stand- 
out in  football  and  baseball. 
He  also  attended  Deerfield 
Academy,  a  prep  school  in 
Deerfield,  MA,  to  complete 
his  secondary  school  educa- 
tion. Mike  Trombley  was 
not  heavily  recruited  by 
college  athletic  programs, 
but  he  was  able  to  walk- 
on  to  the  baseball  team  at 
Duke  University.  In  1989, 
he  was  drafted  in  the  14th 
round  of  the  amateur  draft 
by  the  Minnesota  Twins, 
and  signed  with  the  team  on 
June  8th  of  that  year. 

Trombley  spent  11 
seasons  in  the  big  leagues 
before  playing  his  last  game 
on  May  27,  2002.  and  retir- 
ing after  that  season.  During 
his  major  league  career  he 
spent  time  with  the  Minne- 
sota Twins,  Baltimore  Ori- 
oles, and  Los  Angeles  Dodg- 
ers. He  spent  9  seasons  with 
the  Twins,  from  1992-1999, 


and  2002  when  he  retired  as 
a  Twin.  He  also  played  one 
season  with  the  Orioles  and 
part  of  one  season  with  the 
Dodgers.  He  compiled  37 
wins,  672  strikeouts,  and  44 
saves  in  796  innings  pitched 
in  his  career,  mostly  as  a 
relief  pitcher.  His  best  sea- 
son came  in  1996  when  he 
posted  a  5  and  1  record  with 
a  3.01  earned  run  average 
in  68  and  two  thirds  innings 
pitched.  In  1999,  Trombley 
was  the  Twin's  saves  leader, 
with  24  saves  in  87  and  a 
third  innings  pitched. 

This  presentation  is 
free  and  open  to  WNEC  stu- 
dents, alumni,  the  College 
community,  and  the  general 
public,  and  will  be  held  on 
Monday,  March  22nd  at 
7  PM  in  Sleith  Hall  Room 
100. 


V  is  for  Amazing  continued 


DAY 

UNTIL  THE  VIOLENCE  STOPS 


Image:  Google 

necologist.  The  dynamic 
character  brought  forth 
through  a  monologue  pre- 
sented by  sophomore  Kiomi 
Woods  was  also  very  funny. 
Director  Katie  Manning's 
awesome  acting  as  "The 
Woman  Who  Liked  to  Make 
Vaginas  Happy"  included  a 
costume  change,  involve- 
ment of  the  entire  cast,  and 
plenty  of  laughter  from  the 
audience. 

The  show  concluded 
with  the  2010  Spotlight 
monologue,  a  diary  of  sur- 
vival rules  presented  by 
sophomore  Amanda  De- 
Costa.  DeCosta's  strong 
voice  introducing  each  rule 
by  number  made  for  a  pow- 


erful statement.  "Rule  8:  No 
one  can  take  anything  from 
you  if  you  do  not  give  it  to 
them,"  she  said,  and  I  think 
it's  safe  to  say  everyone  felt 
that  rule  go  straight  to  their 
heart. 

The  money  raised  by 
these  benefit  performances 
and  the  entire  2010  V-Day 
Committee  effort  is  being 
donated  to  the  YWCA  and 
the  women  of  the  Congo. 
This  year's  performance 
of  The  Vagina  Monologues 
made  you  think,  made  you 
laugh,  perhaps  made  you 
cry,  and  definitely  made  you 
proud  of  the  V-Day  leaders 
here  at  WNEC. 


EXPRESS  PUZZLES 


Sudoku  1 


Sudoku  2 


Weekly  SUDOKU  H  Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


*  MtxJerale  **  Challenging 
***H0OBOYI 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  Its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


*  fuloderate  **  Difflcult 
***G0  FIGUREI 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  Is  to  arrive 
at  the  ligures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  fallowing  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  lop  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


r  Moderate  *  *  Difficult 
***  GO  FIGUREI 


B 

■ 

D 

D 

D 

D 

■ 

D 

B 

H 

mm 

a 

■ 

□ 

D 

1  22345679 


GO  FIGURE!  "^vi 


+ 

X 

m 

+ 

+ 

X 

B 

X 

+ 

+ 

+ 

D 

7 

8 

6 

1    2   3   4   5  5 


7  8 


The    Official    Student    Newspaper    of    Western    New    England  College 


The  Westenier 

1215  Wilbraham  Road,  Springfield,  l^assachusetts  •  Volume  58  •  Issue  8  •  April  7,  2010 


THIS  ISM 

News 

1-3 

•  Enviromental  Awareness 

•  Mike  Trombley 
•Allison  Castellano 
Leaving 

•  Spring  Week 

•  U&Me  Spring  Trip 

•  Dr.  Debra  Rowe 

•  Pioneer  Valley  Ball 

•  Leadership  and 
Communication  Conference 

Entertainment  & 
Features 

4-7 

'  Game  Review:  God  of 
War  3 

•  Spring  Showcase 

•  A  Response  to  WNEC's 
Sexual  Assault  Policy 
Article 

•  Beer  Review:  422 

•  Green  Tips 

•  Upcoming  Events 

•  iTunes  Top  Fives 

Opinion  &  Puzzles 

8-9 

•  WNEC  Students: 
Accepting? 

Sports 

JO-12 

•  Sports  Schedules 

°  Men's  Baseball  Update 

•  National  Student  Athlete 
Week  Questions 

•  Athlete  of  the  Issue 


Comments? 
Suggestions? 
Angry  letters? 

Please  e-mail: 
thewesternersn@yahoo. 


By  Andrea  Melone 

The  ominous  dis- 
play on  the  Deliso  lawn, 
made  to  look  much  like  a 
graveyard,  caught  the  at- 
tention of  curious  passers- 
by  last  week.  Tombstones 
scattered  the  yard,  each  dis- 
playing the  name  of  a  spe- 
cies extinct  and  endangered. 
The  graveyard  serves  as  a 
cold  reminder  of  the  loss  of 
species  over  time,  and  the 
threat  to  endangered  spe- 
cies. 

As  Earth  day  ap- 
proaches, WNEC's  Global 
Sustainabiiity  Club  is  mak- 
ing a  large  effort  to  make 
the  campus  more  aware  of 
environmental  issues  the 
world  faces.  In  the  weeks 
leading  up  to  the  event,  they 
plan  to  demonstrate  envi- 
ronmental problems,  taking 
drastic  measures  to  catch 


WNEC  Environmental  Awareness  Campaign 


Species  graveyard  on  the  Deliso  lawn. 
Image:  Matthew  Nam 


WNEC's  attention. 

From  April  Uth  to 
May  2nd,  there  will  be  com- 
petitions held  to  determine 


which  residence  hall  has 
the  best  recycling  program. 
Also,  there  are  trips  to  local 
parks  to  learn  about  forestry 


conservation  and  assist  with 
trail  maintenance.  Partici- 
pants can  join  in  on  April 
Continued  on  page  3. 


Mike  Trombley  discusses  life  in  the  big  leauges 


By  Hannah  Berling 

Determination,' 
preparation,  and  persever- 
ance —  the  three  qualities 
that  make  you  successful 
in  baseball,  according  to 
someone  who  used  those 
qualities  to  last  eleven  sea- 
sons in  the  MLB. 

Mike  Trombley  dis- 
cussed life  in  the  big  leagues 
with  humor  as  well  as  seri- 
ousness during  his  on-cam- 
pus  appearance  on  Monday, 
March  22"'.  Trombley  was 
bom  in  Springfield  and  at- 
tended Minnechaug  Re- 
gional High  School  in  Wil- 
braham. The  appearance 
was  mainly  question-and- 
answer  based,  but  Trombley 
emphasized  throughout  the 
discussion  that  it  takes  de- 
termination to  reach  the  big 
leagues. 

"There  are  plenty  of 
guys  with  tons  of  talent," 
Trombley  said.  "Don't  let 
anyone  tell  you  that  you 
can't  do  it." 

Trombley  said  that 
he  knew  he  would  only  be 
sent  up  from  AAA  ball  if 
someone  got  hurt  or  pitched 


Image:  wnec.edu 


bad  at  the  major  league  lev- 
el. Trombley,  who  played  in 
the  big  leagues  from  1992 
until  2000,  saw  his  fair 
share  of  hardships  in  his 
career.  He  was  sent  down 
to  the  minor  leagues  for  the 
third  time  during  the  1996 
season,  a  setback  that  he 
thought  would  end  his  ca- 
reer. In  reality,  it  only  bol- 
stered it. 


"Getting  sent  down 
in  1996  was  the  best  thing 
that  ever  happened  to  me," 
said  Trombley. 

During  that  time 
spent  in  the  minor  leagues, 
Trombley  was  able  to  de- 
velop his  split  fingered 
fast  ball,  a  pitch  no  hitter 
had  seen  him  throw  before. 
When  he  was  sent  back  up 
to  the  Twins,  he  never  re- 
turned to  the  minor  leagues 
again. 

Trombley  also 
spoke  about  the  many  per- 
sonalities that  he  played 
the  game  with.  He  shared 
stories  about  playing  poker 
with  David  Ortiz,  and  re- 
called that  Kirby  Pucket 
was  "a  freak."  Trombley 
was  quick  to  note,  though, 
that  baseball  is  not  all  fun 
and  games. 

"When  you're  on  the 
field,  there  are  no  person- 
alities. When  we're  playing, 
we're  playing  as  a  team,"  he 
said. 

Many  of  the  ques- 
tions that  were  posed  to 
Trombley  revolved  around 
milestones  in  his  career. 


When  asked  of  his  first  ca- 
reer win,  Trombley  said  that 
he  was  just  happy  to  get  it 
out  of  the  way.  When  the 
discussion  turned  to  how 
he  knew  he  was  ready  to 
retire,  Trambley  had  many 
answers. 

"A  lot  of  the  game 
went  out  of  it  when  I  start- 
ed playing  professionally," 
he  said  of  how  the  feeling 
changes  when  you  begin 
getting  paid  to  play.  He  then 
said  that  when  he  was  trad- 
ed to  the  Dodgers  in  2001, 
he  "wasn't  there."  He  began 
giving  up  home  runs  and 
knew  it  was  time  to  stop. 

"I  miss  it  but  I'm  not 
crushed,"  said  Trombley. 
He  signed  a  deal  with  the 
Twins  in  2002,  played  five 
games  for  them  during  the 
season,  and  then  officially 
retired  as  a  member  of  their 
organization. 

Mike  Trombley  ap- 
peared at  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  thanks  to  "For 
the  Love  of  the  Games,"  a 
speaker  series  brought  to 
WNEC  by  the  Center  for  In- 
ternational Sport  Business. 
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The  Westerner  is  al- 
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complished journalist  or 
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be  heard.  Meetings  are 
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day nights  in  Rivers  105, 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


By  Sarah  Carbone 

On  April  2nd,  Western 
New  England  College  said 
good-bye  to  valued  Resi- 
dence Life  staff  member, 
Alison  Castellano.  Alison 
has  been  with  Western  New 
England  for  almost  eleven 
years,  including  her  years  as 
a  student  here.  Some  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  working 
alongside  Alison  in  Resi- 
dence Life  staff  and  Student 
Affairs,  or  while  being  a  part 
of  this  year's  V-Day  Move- 
ment on  campus,  to  which 
she  was  co-advisor.  Even 
simply  in  everyday,  general 
passing  around  campus,  Al- 
lison will  surely  be  missed. 

Alison's  career  started 
after  she  completed  her 
undergraduate  work  and 
applied  to  be  an  assistant 
Resident  Manager  in  Gate- 
way Village.  In  2005,  when 
Alison  was  done  with  her 
graduate  work  at  Spring- 
field College,  she  obtained 


By  Anthony  Cahill 

With  the  weather  fi- 
nally warming  up  and  every 
student  looking  for  some- 
thing to  do  (preferably  out- 
side!). Spring  Week  comes 
at  the  perfect  time.  Spring 
Week  is  a  six  day  event  that 
spans  from  April  U"'  to  the 
16th  with  interactive  events 
from  water  slides  and  dunk 
tanks  to  concerts  and  psy- 
chic readings. 

"Some  people 
complain  about  there  be- 
ing nothing  to  do  on  cam- 
pus, but  we're  giving  them 
a  whole  week  of  different 
things...  a  lot  of  fun  events 
and  they're  all  on  campus," 
says  Felicia  Warren,  the  one 
in  charge  of  the  week.  Feli- 
cia is  a  member  of  the  Cam- 
pus Activities  Board  here  at 
WNEC,  the  people  that  are 
behind  nearly  every  fun  on- 
campus  event  we  have.  The 
theme  for  this  year's  week 
is  the  Earth's  elements:  Air, 
Water,  Fire,  and  Earth. 

Here's  a  lineup  of 
the  week's  events: 

Sunday:  Water  Day. 
There  will  be  a  water  slide, 
dunk  tank  and  a  slip  and 
slide  on  Commonwealth 
Lawn  from  1  to  5  RM. 

Monday:  Earth  Day. 
Giveaways     of  reusable 


the  ftill-time  position  of 
Resident  Director  in  Wind- 
ham Hall.  She  remained  as 
a  Resident  Director  until 
2007  when  she  applied  for 
the  Area  Coordinator  posi- 
tion that  she  held  on  campus 
until  now. 

Senior  Resident  Advi- 
sor, Jen  Watkins,  has  had  the 
privilege  of  working  with 
Alison  in  the  Residence 
Hall  Association,  as  well 
as  with  The  Vagina  Mono- 
logues and  V-Day  Move- 
ment. Watkins  has  also  had 
her  as  a  Residence  Direc- 
tor and  Supervisor  for  her 
Resident  Advisor  position. 
Her  reaction  to  Alison's  de- 
parture was  nothing  short  of 
sadness. 

"Alison  will  be  missed 
by  many.  In  a  way,  she  has 
turned  into  a  school  mom 
for  a  lot  of  us,  especially 
for  Resident  Advisors,"  said 
Watkins. 

She     also  remarked 


about  Alison's  willingness 
to  help  out  anybody  at  any- 
time: "She's  always  been 
there  for  students,  even  if 
they  don't  work  directly 
with  her  on  staff.  I've  al- 
ways felt  like  I  could  go  to 
her  with  any  problems  or 
questions  I  had,  and  if  she 
didn't  have  the  answers,  she 
knew  where  to  point  me  in 
the  right  direction  to  find 
them." 

When  asked  about  her 
reasons  for  her  early  depar- 
ture. Castellano  stated,  "I 
decided  to  leave  to  take  care 
of  and  focus  more  on  some 
personal  family  matters." 

There  is  no  doubt  that 
she  will  be  missed  on  this 
campus,  and  her  feelings  are 
undoubtedly  reciprocated. 
"This  community  has  been 
my  second  family  and  so 
many  memorable  events  oc- 
curred during  my  time  here. 
I  met  some  of  my  closest 
friends  as  well  as  my  hus- 


band, and  we  welcomed  our 
first  child  into  the  WNEC 
family.  It's  not  easy  to  leave 
that,"  said  Castellano. 

It  is  very  clear  across 
campus  that  many  are  sad- 
dened to  see  Alison  leave. 
Junior  Resident  Advisor 
Danielle  Remigio  claims 
that  filling  Alison's  shoes 
will  be  one  tough  gig.  "Ali- 
son, to  me.  is  such  a  pow- 
erful and  strong  woman," 
said  Remigio.  "She  will  cer- 
tainly be  missed.  These  are 
large  shoes  to  fill,  but  if  her 
replacement  does  even  half 
the  job  Alison  has  done, 
then  we  are  making  some 
significant  progress." 

As  the  Western  New 
England  College  communi- 
ty bids  farewell  to  a  valued 
and  loved  member,  we  also 
wish  her  the  best  of  luck 
with  all  her  future  endeav- 
ors! 


others  by  giving  you  FREE 
food  in  the  Campus  Center 
from  1  to  5  RM. 

Spring  Week  is  sure 
to  be  a  lot  of  ftin  and  every- 
thing you  see  here  is  free 
to  everyone  on  campus,  so 
come  out  and  have  a  good 
time  while  supporting  your 
classmates.  There  will  also 
be  information  on  how  to 
get  involved  with  CAB  for 
anyone  interested. 


Spring  Week  right  around  the  corner! 


Spring  is  finally  here!  Let's  enjoy  it! 
Image:  Google 


shopping  bags,  an  activity 
involving  pottery  and  plant- 
ing, and  "Earth"  themed 
foods  (tliink  Ants  on  a  Log) 
all  in  the  Campus  Center 
from  4  to  7  RM. 

Tuesday:  Air  Day. 
Kite  making,  cotton  candy, 
and  balloons  in  either  the 
Campus  Center  or  outside 
by  the  picnic  tables,  pend- 
ing the  weather.  The  kites 
have  be  ftown  somewhere! 
4  to  8  RM. 

Wednesday:  Concert 


for  Haiti  Relief  on  Com- 
monwealth Lawn  at  7  RM. 
Donations  will  be  taken  but 
not  required. 

Thursday:  Fire  Day. 
There  will  be  hot  dogs, 
s'mores,  spicy  nachos,  and 
a  pending  act  out  on  Com- 
monwealth Lawn  from  7  to 
8:30  RM. 

Friday:  Come  and 
wrap  up  the  week  by  finding 
out  your  future  at  the  CAB 
psychic  fair!  This  event  will 
follow  the  trend  of  all  the 
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By  Maurica  McDougale 

U&ME  members, 
get  ready!  April  16"'  to  IS* 
is  U&ME's  annual  Spring 
Trip.  Every  year  the  United 
and  Mutually  Equal  Club 
goes  on  a  weekend  excur- 
sion just  to  get  away,  and 
this  year  the  annual  spring 
trip  will  be  held  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania.  It  is  a 
way  for  new  and  old  mem- 
bers to  spend  time  togeth- 
er and  really  create  close 
bonds.  New  friendships  are 
formed,  old  issues  are  re- 
solved, and  everyone  comes 
back  very  enthusiastic  and 
cheerful.  It  is  definitely 
one  weekend  all  members 
should  not  miss,  because  it 
will  absolutely  be  one  that 
they  will  never  forget! 

The  club  votes  on 
different  places  that  have 
been  suggested  for  each 
year's  trip,  and  once  a  des- 


United  &  Mutually  Equal  spring  trip 


tination  has  been  chosen, 
the  events  that  can  occur 
are  brainstormed.  Every 
year  there  are  amazing  res- 
taurants to  dine  at,  sites  that 
can't  be  missed,  some  sort 
of  shopping,  and  best  of  all: 
free  time  to  explore  the  new 
environment.  Most  U&ME 
members  love  this  part  the 
most.  Many  are  curious  and 
eager  to  go  out  and  embrace 
whatever  the  place  has  to 
offer. 

Two  of  the  places 
U&ME  has  chosen  to  dine 
at  in  Philadelphia  are  Good 
and  Plenty  Restaurant  and 
Dave  and  Buster's.  There 
is  nothing  but  awesome  re- 
views about  both  of  these 
eateries,  and  1  assure  you 
U&ME  members  can't  wait 
to  get  their  hands  on  the 
delicacies  that  they  have  to 
offer. 

Sites  that  absolutely 


cannot  be  missed  when  vis- 
iting Philadelphia  include 
the  Sight  and  Sound  The- 
ater and  the  Mutter  Muse- 
um. This  theater  is  phenom- 
enal! It's  like  Broadway  for 
church!  The  actors  at  Sight 
and  Sound  perform  some  of 
the  most  amazing  renditions 
of  Biblical  stories  the  world 
has  ever  seen.  The  Mutter 
Museum  is  a  little  wonder  of 
its  own.  It's  an  educational 
site  that  informs  the  public 
of  the  history  of  medicine 
and  the  meaning  of  being 
human.  Don't  be  fooled  — 
these  exhibits  are  not  the 
usual,  run  of  the  mill,  bor- 
ing monologues  from  some 
dead  doctor's  diaries.  These 
are  the  cool  and  fascinating 
exhibits  that  are  freakishly 
interesting. 

The  next  stop  in 
Philly  is  the  best  part  of  all, 
shopping.  No  trip  would 


be  complete  without  time 
for  leisurely  shopping. 
Franklin  Mills  Mall,  which 
houses  200  stores,  two  food 
courts,  a  movie  theater,  and 
seven  themed  restaurants, 
fits  perfectly  into  this  trip's 
itinerary.  There  are  enough 
stores  here  to  make  every- 
one happy!  It  is  owned  by 
the  same  company  that 
owns  the  King  of  Prussia 
Mall,  one  of  the  world's 
largest  malls,  and  certainly 
the  country's  and  Pennsyl- 
vania's largest  mall. 

The  last  stop  on  this 
fantastic  trip  will  be  to  check 
out  the  city's  night  life.  This 
remains  to  be  a  mystery;  no 
one  knows  exactly  what  is 
in  store.  Everyone  is  just 
bubbling,  anxious  to  get  on 
that  bus  and  start  the  stron- 
gest bonding  experience 
any  U&ME  member  will 
ever  know. 


e^viromental 
Awareness 
Continued 

18th  to  Phelon  Memorial 
Park,  or  April  24th  to  Forest 
Park. 

Then  there  is  the  long- 
awaited  celebration  of  Earth 
day,  April  22nd.  From  12  to 
5  P.M.,  a  festival  will  take 
place  on  Commonwealth 
lawn,  featuring  buffet- 
style  food,  a  petting  zoo, 
live  musical  entertainment, 
along  with  informational 
and  game  booths  from  local 
companies  and  organiza- 
tions. This  is  also  the  same 
day  as  the  memorial  service 
for  Professor  Nancy  Hoar; 
the  festival  will  be  dedicat- 
ed to  her,  and  a  tree  will  be 
planted  in  her  honor. 

If  you  are  interested  in 
attending  either  trip  to  the 
park,  please  contact  Marisol 
Cortes. 

Think  global,  act  local. 


Upcoming  Speaker:  Dr.  Debra  Rowe 


By  Taryn  Sidney 

Mark  your  Calen- 
dars !  On  Monday,  Apri i 
12lh,  2010,  at  7  P.M.  in  the 
Downes  Hall  of  Fame,  Dr. 
Debra  Rowe  will  be  coming 
to  speak  to  the  Western  New 
England  College  commu- 
nity. She  is  a  great  speaker 
who  really  can  connect  with 
people  on  a  level  that  makes 
understanding  such  an  im- 


portant topic  a  lot  easier. 
She  is  a  huge  asset  to  the 
field  of  sustainability  and 
will  be  talkingabout  current , 
issues  the  world  is  taking 
on. 

Dr.  Debra  Rowe,  who  is 
also  an  expert  in  renewable 
energies  and  sustainable  de- 
velopment, will  discuss  the 
green  economy,  our  person- 
al and  societal  challenges, 
and  the  opportunities  to  cre- 


ate a  higher  quality  of  life 
for  all.  She  will  be  speaking 
about  how  sustainable  de- 
velopment is  about  creating 
a  better  future  for  us  all.  It 
is  about  creating  healthier 
ecosystems,  social  systems 
and  economies. 

Dr.  Rowe  has  an  ex- 
tensive background  in  sus- 
tainability. In  the  past  she 
has  been  President  of  the 
U.S  Partnership  for  Educa- 


tion for  Sustainable  Devel- 
opment, Facilitator  of  the 
Disciplinary  Associations 
Network  for  Sustainabil- 
ity, Co-Coordinator  of  the 
Higher  Education  Associa- 
tions Sustainability  Con- 
sortium, Senior  Advisor  of 
the  Association  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Sustainability 
in  Higher  Education,  Senior 
Fellow  of  Second  Nature, 
and  Professor  of  Sustain- 


able Energies  and  Behav- 
ioral Sciences  at  Oakland 
Community  College. 

This  event  is  brought 
to  WNEC  students  by  the 
Residence  Hall  Associa- 
tion. For  more  informa- 
tion, please  contact  Valerie 
Romanello  at  vr275986ra! 
wnec.edu. 


PUBLIC  SAFG'IT  BLOTTER 


PUBLIC  SAFETY  MISSION  STATEMENT: 

"The  primary  MlssIO^  of  the  Western  New  England  College  Department  of  Public  Safety  is  to  protect  life  and  property. 
Fulfilling  our  obligations  to  the  College  Community,  we  enforce  Federal,  State  and  Local  Laws  as  well  as  College  rules 

AND  REGULATIONS.  We  ARE  DEDICATED  TO  THE  PREVENTION  AND  DETECTION  OF  CRIME.  We  RECOGNIZE  OVR  RESPONSIBILITY  TO  PRESERVE 
individual  RIGHTS  AND  AFFORD  DIGNITY  AND  RESPECT  TO  EVERY  INDIVIDUAL.STATELOGO.PNG 

We  are  COMMITTED  TO  BEING  RESPONSIVE  TO  OUR  COLLEGE  COMMUNITY  IN  THE  DELIVERY  OF  QUALITY  SERVICES.  We  PROVIDE 
COMPREHENSIVE  SECURITY  AND  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  SERVICES  TO  THE  COMMUNITY  THAT  ENABLES  A  MEMBER  TO  PURSUE  ACADEMIC  GOALS, 
INTELLECTUAL  PURSUITS,  AND  TO  LIVE,  WORK,  AND  STUDY  IN  AN  ENVIRONMENT  OF  SAFETY  AND  SECURITY. 


We  offer  EMERGENCY  MEDICAL  SERVICES,  24  HOURS  A  DAY.  OUR  STAFF  CAN  PROVIDE  A  WIDE  VARIETY  OF  PROGRAMS  TO  EDUCATE  STUDENTS 
ON  SUCH  ISSUES  AS  CRIME  PREVENTION,  DATE  RAPE,  AND  ALCOHOL  /  DRUG  AWARENESS.  OuR  OBJECTIVE  IS  TO  IMPROVE  THE  QUALITY  OF  LIFE 
THROUGH  COMMUNITY  PARTNERSHIP,  WHICH  PROMOTES  A  SAFE  AND  SECURE  CAMPUS." 

www.wnec.edu/dps  More  at:  http://wwwl.wnec.edu/dDS/index.cfm ?selection=doc.6901 
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2010  Pioneer  Valley  Ball  hosted  by  Student  Senate 


Shown  Above:  Images  from  the  fun  and  successful  2010  Pioneer  Valley  Ball 
All  images  by  Taryn  Sidney 


ByTaryn  Sydney 


Every  year,  the 
WNEC     Student  Senate 


hosts  the  Pioneer  Valley 
Ball  as  an  act  of  community 
service.  The  Pioneer  Valley 
Ball  is  designed  for  those 
who  have  attended  the  Pio- 
neer Valley  School  at  some 


point  in  time  as  a  chance 
to  see  old  friends  and  have 
a  good  time  reliving  the 
days  when  they  were  in 
school.  This  year  the  event 
was  held  Friday  March  26, 


2010,  in  Rivers  Arena  from 
7  to  1 1  P.M.,  with  the  theme 
of  City  of  Lights.  Around 
75  alumnus  of  the  Pioneer 
Valley  School  attended  and 
enjoyed  the  evening  danc- 


ing, eating,  and  reuniting 
with  their  friends.  Great  job 
Student  Senate! 


By  Tary  Sidney 

For  communication 
majors  of  all  kinds  or  any- 
one who  is  interested,  an  op- 
portunity is  fast  approach- 
ing. On  Wednesday,  April 
7*,  2010,  from  7:30  A.M.  to 
4  P.M.,  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  will  be  hosting 
the  7*  Annual  Communica- 
tion and  Leadership  Confer- 
ence. 


2010  Leadership  and  Communication  Conference 


The  day  will  begin 
with  a  special  April  Break- 
fast meeting,  and  then  will 
casually  move  into  a  series 
of  events  that  will  end  at  9 
A.M.  Starting  at  9:15  A.M., 
workshops  will  begin,  top- 
ics ranging  from  how  to  im- 
prove Springfield's  image 
to  sessions  on  jobs  and  skills 
in  the  communication  in- 
dustries. Each  session  lasts 


an  hour  and  fifteen  minutes, 
and  there  are  a  total  of  three 
workshops. 

At  12:15  A.M.,  an 
awards  luncheon  will  take 
place  as  a  midday  break. 
The  Lifetime  Achievement 
Award,  Student  Public 
Speaking  Awards,  Institute 
for  Nonprofit  Media  Com- 
petition, and  many  more 
will   be   presented.  This 


year  the  Lifetime  Achieve-   event:  www.wnec.edu/com- 
ment  Award   Presentation  munications. 
will  be  made  by  Vincent  S. 
D'Addario,  an  iconic  pho- 
tographer for  more  than  40 
years. 

If  you  are  interested 
in  learning  more  informa- 
tion or  are  interested  in  at- 
tending, check  out  the  fol- 
lowing website  to  learn 
more  about  the  upcoming 
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Game  Review:  God  of  War  3 


By  Matt  Sirigu 


From  time  to  time 
something  comes  along  that 
makes  you  not  only  happy  or 
grateful,  but  also  proud  to  be 
part  of  your  generation.  God 
of  War  3  makes  me  proud  to 
be  a  modem  youth. 

I'll  take  the  recession 
and  poor  job  market  when 
I  graduate  along  with  the 
general  desensitizing  that 
comes  with  the  age  of  tech- 
nology, as  long  as  !  can  play 
video  games  like  God  of 
War  while  I  sit  home  jobless 
all  day. 

Vm  not  going  to  claim 
to  be  a  video  game  expert, 
but  after  I  thought  they  per- 
fected the  video  game  with 
Call  of  Duty  4,  and  then 
was  still  impressed  by  God 
of  War  3,  I  had  to  relay  the 
message. 

God  of  War  has  every- 
thing one  wants  in  a  video 
game,  but  more  importantly 
none  of  the  crap  you  don't. 
At  first  it  seems  over  assist- 
ed, as  if  the  game  does  most 
of  the  fighting  for  you  and 
all  you  have  to  do  is  push 
a  few  buttons  at  the  right 
time.  However,  once  you 
develop  your  skills  as  Kra- 
tos,  the  magical  ax  wielding 
ex-Spartan,  you  realize  its 
much  more  difficult  than  it 
appears. 

Kratos   continues  his 


war  against  all  of  Olympus 
and  his  quest  to  bring  down 
Zeus.  But,  unless  you've 
played  the  previous  games 
and  are  interested  in  Greek 
mythology,  that's  only 
slightly  relevant. 

The  beauty  of  God  of 
War  is  in  its  smooth  and 
fast-paced  fighting  style. 
Kratos  is  almost  as  much  a 
gymnast  and  dancer  as  he  is 
a  fighter,  swinging  his  axes 
in  an  artfully  precise  and 
brutally  destructive  way. 

Don 't  misunderstand 
me,  though;  this  is  as  much 
or  more  a  thinking  man's 
game  than  just  a  brutal 
fighting  game.  Upon  en- 
countering each  villain  and 
its  cronies,  you  must  devise 
a  plan  of  action,  a  fighting 
style,  to  defeat  them. 

God  of  War,  in  an  al- 
most allegorical  way,  makes 
the  player  become  much 
like  a  war  general.  You 
must  devise  tactical  plans, 
mixing  your  ability  to  fly  in 
short  bursts,  call  in  special 
attack  methods,  and  wield 
your  magical  axes  to  figure 
out  just  how  to  defeat  each 
particular  character. 

The  beauty  is  in  how 
you  finish  opponents,  hav- 
ing to  follow  a  precise  and 
fast-paced  series  of  instruc- 
tions of  buttons;  the  slightest 
slip  breaks  the  enemy  free 


and  you  must  start  anew. 
However,  once  achieved, 
you  maneuver  some  of  the 
must  brutal  and  entertaining 
killings  imaginable. 

Whether  it  is  ripping 
the  head  off  a  serpent  or 
stabbing  a  mythical  water 
horse  through  the  heart  with 
its  own  leg,  the  strong  warn- 
ing in  the  manual  of  graphic 
violence  and  adult  rating  is 
not  unwarranted. 

It  is  also  one  of  those 
games  where  in  the  interim 
between  battles,  there  are 
some  slight  difficulties  get- 
ting to  where  you  need  to 
be  and  how  you  get  there, 
however  it  only  adds  to  the 
intrigue  of  the  game. 

As  frustrating  as  it  is 
when  your  standing  in  the 
same  area  for  10  minutes 
trying  to  find  the  lever  to 
pull  or  how  to  fly  up  to 
the  landing,  the  uncontrol- 
lable camera  angles  actually 
point  you  exactly  where  you 
need  to  be. 

That  is  another  strength 
of  the  game:  at  first  It  seems 
restricting  to  be  unable  to 
control  your  camera  angle, 
but  uhimately  it's  a  useful 
simplification,  to  not  have 
to  worry  about  where  you're 
looking.  It's  relieving  to 
know  you  can  see  exactly 
and  only  what  you  need  to 
see  about  each  setting. 


"It's  a  hell  of  a  game.  "  -  Matt  Sirigu 
Image:  Sony 


The  best  part  of  this 
type  of  game  is  that  you  can 
only  do  what  you  must  do, 
and  you  must  do  everything 
you  must  do  to  continue,  so 
there  is  very  little  missed 
or  lost.  You  cannot  rush 
through  the  course  of  the 
game  and  everything  that 
you  should  kill  you  must 
kill.  It's  very  difficult  to 


miss  something,  yet  there 
is  still  a  great  amount  of 
detail. 

Finally,  what  I  love 
most  about  God  of  War  3 
is  that  I  find  the  fighting 
style  actually  makes  you 
feel  as  though  you  are  in 
battle.  It  exhilarates,  and 
frustrates,  it's  rewarding. 
It's  a  hell  of  a  game. 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


422  Pale  Wheat  Ale 


By  Canio  Carlucci  and  Adie  Giguere 

The  Beer  Pros 


Considering  that  Earth 
Day  is  fast  approaching,  and 
Canio  drives  a  truck  that 
gets  about  8  miles  per  gal- 
lon, we  decided  to  review 
an  environmentally  friendly 
beer  this  issue.  When  you 
first  see  the  bottle,  it  really 
looks  like  a  crunchy  granola 
hippie  beer.  Not  to  mention 
that  the  box  says  that  the 
beer  is  packaged  in  100% 
recyclable  materials...  in 
about  150  different  plac- 
es. Then  you  pour  it  and  it 
smells  like  apple  juice...  We 
thought  there  was  no  hope. 

To  our  surprise  this 
beer  turned  out  to  be  a  per- 
fect representation  of  the 
timeless  saying  "don't  judge 
a  book  by  it's  cover."  This  is 


a  very  light  and  fruity  tast- 
ing pale  wheat  ale,  that  has 
almost  no  bitter  aftertaste; 
which  is  unusual  for  an  ale. 
This  beer  is  perfect  for  the 
ale  enthusiast  transitioning 
into  the  warm  weather  that 
we  all  know  makes  it  a  lot 
harder  to  guzzle  our  favor- 
ite IPAs.  It  is  also  great  for 
anyone  looking  for  a  light 
summery  beer  but  doesn't 
want  to  buy  bud  light  lime 
again. 

Overall,  we  give  422 
Pale  Wheat  Ale  by  the 
Southern  Tier  Brewing 
Company  3.5/5  beers,  be- 
cause it  was  the  perfect  way 
to  polish  off  a  75  degree 
April  day! 


Nole:  All  sludenis  imbibing 
alcohol  must  be  of  age.  Please  drink 
responsibly  and  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidelines  and  rules  regarding  alcohol 
possession,  use,  and  procuremeni. 


422  Pale  Wheat  Ale 

III. 

3.5/5  Beers 


Green 


By  Adie  Giguere 

Enjoy  the  warm,  spring  weather  that  has 
finally  found  us  with  these  everyday  green 
tips: 

1 .  Walk  rather  than  drive  to  class,  even  if 
you  live  in  Southwood. 

2.  Utilize  the  longer  daylight  and  keep 
indoor  lights  off  as  long  as  possible. 

3.  Turn  off  your  TV  and/or  computer  and 
go  do  something  fun  outside! 

Most  importantly,  keep  your  eyes  open  for 
the  work  of  WNEC 's  Global  Sustainability 
Club  on  campus  as  Earth  Day  approaches! 
An  Earth  Day  Festival  will  be  held  on  the 
Commonwealth  Lawn  on  April  22nd  from 
12-5  P.M. 
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Board  game  brought  to  life 


By  Liz  Collins 


Calling  all  Clue  lov- 
ers! That's  right;  the  popu- 
lar board  game  is  coming 
to  life  this  spring,  thanks  to 
the  Stageless  Players.  The 
action-packed,  fast-paced 
production  is  full  of  come- 
dic  moments  that  will  make 
the  audience  crack  up.  "The 
production  is  full  of  energy 
and  the  audience  will  enjoy 
the  comedic  elements,"  says 
Sarah  Benesi. 

Clue  is  based  on  the 
board  game,  and  movie 
of  the  same  name.  Many 
may  remember  playing  the 
game  as  a  child  (or  older) 
and  watching  the  show  will 
"resurrect  childhood  memo- 
ries" says  Steve  Hohl.  Who 
wouldn't  want  to  see  "the 
classic  game  of  who-dunnit 
brought  to  life  by  your  fa- 
vorite WNEC  actors?"  asks 
Benesi.  And  she's  right. 
"It's  a  game  we've  grown 
up  with  and  will  be  reward- 
ing to  see  on  stage,"  adds 
Danna  Mazzola. 

Familiar  faces  em- 
body the  classic  characters 
of  Colonel  Mustard,  Miss 
Scarlett,  Mr.  Green  and  the 
others,  but  though  "there  are 
similar  characteristics,  each 
individual  brings  unique 
qualities  to  their  charac- 
ters," says  Jenna  Pettit.  Clue 
is  extremely  well  casted;  it 
is  easy  to  see  why  each  ac- 
tor was  picked  to  play  their 
part,  as  they  fit  perfectly. 
Jon  Drew  emphasizes  the 
"special  group  of  people" 
involved  in  the  production 
and  the  "sublime  acting  tal- 
ent" of  the  group. 

Audience  members 
will  enjoy  the  physical  com- 
edy involved  in  the  show, 
as  well  as  the  humor  of  the 


Mr  Ohm  M 

Image:  Google 

script.  People  are  throvm 
around  the  stage  and  over- 
all, it  is  much  more  physical 
than  other  shows  Stageless 
has  put  on.  Alex  Bajdechi 
points  out  the  "balls  out  hu- 
mor" and  states,  "It's  like 
watching  the  movie,  on  Red 
Bull."  The  element  of  mys- 
tery also  sets  it  apart  from 
previous  productions.  As 
Katie  Grogan  points  out, 
"The  audience  gets  to  play 
along  to  figure  out  who  did 
it."  "It  will  keep  you  guess- 
ing," Ryan  Nugent  prom- 
ises. "It  is  absolutely  hilari- 
ous! It's  fun  and  intriguing 
for  the  audience  because  of 


the  murder  mystery,"  adds 
Elizabeth  Drobnak.  Drew 
also  notes  that  the  "air  of 
sensual  intrigue  that  perme- 
ates the  entire  play  creates 
interest,"  and  he  encourages 
the  campus  community  to 
attend. 

This  production  is  also 
unique  in  the  amount  of 
preparation  involved.  "Di- 
recting Clue  has  been  eye- 
opening  and  a  challenge, 
but  I've  done  my  best  and 
it's  come  out  better  than 
I've  imagined,"  explains 
Student  Director  Heather 
Coulter.  Mike  Gittleman 
adds,  "It's  more  hectic  than 


other  plays.  We  need  a  big- 
ger stage  [because  of  the 
amount  of  cast-members 
constantly  present  on  stage] 
but  we  make  it  work."  And 
do  they  make  it  work!  Clue 
promises  to  leave  audiences 
both  intrigued  and  enter- 
tained. Performances  wi  1 1 
be  held  on  Friday,  April  1 6*^ 
and  Saturday,  April  1 7"^  at  7 
P.M.  on  both  nights.  Student 
tickets  are  $4  and  faculty/ 
staff  and  general  admission 
tickets  are  $5.  Come  out  and 
support  this  hardworking 
group  in  their  comedic  and 
mysterious  show! 


Spring 
Showcase: 
Support  the 
WNEC  Music 
Department 


By  Becca  Raymond 
(Band  President) 


The  Western  New 
England  College  Mu- 
sic Department  will  be 
hosting  the  Spring  Mu- 
sic Showcase  on  Sun- 
day, April  18*.  Come 
support  your  fellow  stu- 
dents and  get  to  listen 
and  enjoy  some  great 
music  while  doing  so. 
Musical  pieces  will  be 
performed  by  the  Con- 
cert Band,  Campus 
Chorus,  and  small  cho- 
ral ensembles  under  the 
direction  of  Ellen  Voth 
and  Ted  Levine.  The 
music  department  has 
worked  very  hard  this 
year  to  grow  and  gain 
further  visibility  and 
support  on  campus. 
Come  witness  our  prog- 
ress for  yourself  at  our 
Spring  Showcase  on 
Sunday,  April  IS*  at 
3  P.M.  in  Sleith  100. 
Light  refreshments  will 
be  served  after  the  per- 
formance, so  come  lis- 
ten to  some  great  music 
and  enjoy  good  food 
and  company  after  the 
show! 


^    iTunes  Top  Fives    ^  ,.,eG,g„... 

Top  5  Songs: 

1 .  Hey,  Soul  Sister  -  Train 

2.  Nothin'  On  You  -  B.o.B  feat.  Bruno 
Mars 

3.  Break  Your  Heart  -  Taio  Cruz  feat. 
Ludacris 

4.  Rude  Boy  -  Rihanna 

5.  Baby  -  Justin  Bieber  feat.  Ludacris 

Writer's  Song  Pick:  Over  -  Drake 

iTunes  #7  Album: 
To  The  Sea  -  Jack  Johnson 

Top  5  Albums: 

1 .  To  The  Sea  -  Jack  Johnson 

2.  Slash  -  Slash 

3.  Raymond  v  Raymond  -  Usher 

4.  My  World  2.0  -  Just  Bieber 

5.  April  Uprising  -  John  Butler  Trio 

Writer 's  Album  Pick:  Jason  Mraz  s  Beautiful 
Mess,  Live  On  Earth  -  Jason  Mraz 

FEATURES 
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A  Response  to:  An  examination  of  WNEC's 
sexual  assault  policy 


By  Beth  Hill  (Director  of  Res  Life) 


The  March  2,  2010 
edition  of  The  Westerner 
included  an  article  entitled 
An  examination  of  WNEC's 
sexual  assault  policy.  In- 
fonnation  shared  did  not  re- 
flect the  actual  infontiation 
obtained.  The  following 
indicates  a  historical  and 
current  perspective  of  the 
College's  response  to  these 
sensitive  matters. 

As  stated  in  the  Student 
Conduct  Code:  "Sexual 
misconduct  refers  to  any 
form  of  physical  contact  or 
exploitation  of  another  per- 
son of  a  sexual  natitre  that 
is  made  without  effective 
consent.  Effective  consent 
means  that  the  person  is 
able  to  make  free,  informed 
and  reasonable  choices  and 
decisions — ones  that  are  not 
impaired  by  intoxication  or 
other  drug  consumption 
(voluntary  or  otherwise), 
by  disability,  or  by  fear  or 
intimidation.  Sexual  behav- 
ior without  effective  consent 
can  lead  to  sexual  miscon- 
duct, sexual  assault,  or  sex- 
ual harassment.  " 

Under  the  require- 
ments of  the  Clery  Act, 
federal  guidelines  mandate 
that  the  College  provides 
certain  services  to  Victim 
Survivors.  Clery  Law  is  a 
consumer  protection  law  - 
it  sets  a  minimum  standard 
of  care  for  the  well-being  of 
students. 

According  to  the  Clery 
Act,  there  are  four  catego- 
ries of  Campus  Security 
Authorities: 

A  member  of  a  campus 
police  department  or  secu- 
rity department. 

Individual(s)  who  have 
responsibility  for  campus 
security  but  who  do  not 
constitute  a  campus  police 
department  or  security  de- 
partment 

Any  individual  or  or- 
ganization specified  in  an 
institution 's  statement  of 
campus  security  policy  as 
an  individual  or  organiza- 
tion to  which  students  and 
employees  should  report 
criminal  offenses. 

An  official  of  an  institu- 
tion who  has  significant  re- 
sponsibility for  student  and 
campus  activities,  includ- 


ing, but  not  limited  to,  stu- 
dent housing,  student  disci- 
pline and  campus  judicial 
proceedings.  An  official  is 
defined  as  any  person  who 
has  the  authority  and  the 
duty  to  take  action  or  re- 
spond to  particular  issues 
on  behalf  of  the  institution. 

Therefore,  a  majority 
of  the  college  employees 
(faculty,  staff  and  adminis- 
tration) are  required  to  re- 
port information  regarding 
offenses  of  sexual  miscon- 
duct. 

Approximately  1 5 
years  ago,  administrators 
implemented  a  thorough  re- 
view of  its  response  to  sex- 
ual misconduct  cases,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Clery 
Act.  These  procedures  pro- 
vide for  resolution  and  edu- 
cational opportunities  for 
all  members  of  our  com- 
munity. In  accordance  with 
the  Clery  Act,  the  College 
clearly  defined  and  outlined 
its  strategies  for  resolving 
situations  that  are  sensitive 
in  nature,  such  as  sexual 
misconduct.  On  an  annual 
basis,  the  administration  re- 
views its  response  to  ensure 
it  compliments  the  needs  of 
our  student  population. 

The  College,  through 
the  leadership  of  Dr  Wayne 
Carpenter,  Director  of 
Counseling  Services,  has 
established  a  group  of  vol- 
unteer students  who  are 
trained  in  this  specific  area 
to  assist  victim  survivors. 
This  group  is  called  SMART 
(Sexual  Misconduct  Advo- 
cate Response  Team). 

Once  a  Victim  Survi- 
vor contacts  a  member  of 
SMART,  the  Victim  Survi- 
vor will  be  given  opportuni- 
ties for  on  campus  resolu- 
tion: informal  and  formal. 
Victim  Survivors  may  wish 
to  pursue  this  matter  through 
legal  venues.  NOTE:  a  Vic- 
tim Survivor  may  choose 
to  engage  in  resolving  the 
situation  through  on  cam- 
pus resources,  off  campus 
resources,  or  a  combination 
of  both. 

Informal  resolution,  as 
stated  in  the  Student  Con- 
duct Code:  "the  respondent 
can  meet  with  the  adminis- 


trative officer  and  agree  that 
the  Code  of  Conduct  has 
been  violated  and  can  agree 
on  a  mutually  acceptable 
outcome.  If  that  is  the  case, 
the  respondent  waives  the 
right  to  a  hearing  or  review 
of  a  decision." 

Formal  resolution,  as 
stated  in  the  Student  Con- 
duct Code;  "involves  an  ac- 
tual hearing  of  the  case  by 
a  male  and  female  adminis- 
trator These  administrators 
shall  consider  relevant  writ- 
ten reports  as  well  as  verbal 
and/or  written  statements  by 
the  victim  survivor,  alleged 
perpetrator  and  witnesses 
(if  applicable).  Decisions 
regarding  accountability 
shall  be  based  on  whether  it 
is  more  likely  than  not  that 
sexual  misconduct,  sexual 
assault  or  sexual  harass- 
ment occurred." 

A  Victim  Survivor 
may  choose  to  resolve  the 
matter  through  criminal  in- 
vestigation and  prosecution. 
Public  Safety  is  the  campus 
resource  ready  to  provide 
Victim  Survivors  informa- 
tion. The  Victim  Survivor 
would  meet  with  a  Sexual 
Assault  Investigator  and  be 
offered  their  fitll  attention 
and  expertise. 

Wiiat  if  a  student  wish- 
es to  maintain  100%  confi- 
dentiality? Several  offices 
on  campus  can  ensure  1 00% 
confidentiality:  Counseling 
Services,  Health  Services 
and  Campus  Ministry. 

A  SMART  representa- 
tive is  there  to  help  the  Vic- 
tim Survivor  through  the 
process,  which  may  include 
attending  an  on  campus  ju- 
dicial hearing;  however,  it 
is  up  to  the  Victim  Survi- 
vor to  make  decisions  as  to 
how  to  proceed.  While  the 
College  believes  that  fam- 
ily members  are  integral  in 
supporting  their  student,  it 
is  imperative  that  the  Vic- 
tim Survivor  speaks  for 
himself/herself,  from  ini- 
tially reporting  the  incident 
through  the  final  resolution. 
The  College's  response  to 
cases  of  sexual  misconduct 
is  designed  to  empower  the 
Victim  Survivor  and  to  edu- 
cate the  other(s)  involved. 

What  is  this  "educa- 
tion of  others"  all  about? 


UPCOMING  CAMPUS 
EVENTS 


Thursday  4/8 

4:00  PM 


Friday  4/9 

8:00  PM 


Saturday  4/10 

10:00  AM 


"Brenda's  Child" 

D'Amour  Library  -  Clarke  Reading 
Room 

(Spoken  Word  &  Lecture  by  Latoya 

Bosworth) 

Mr  WNEC 

Rivers 

(hosted  by  Junior  Council) 


Spring  Event:  Fabolous  &  Sean 

Kingston 

AHLC 

(hosted  by  Spring  Event  &  Student 
Senate) 

Zip  Line  &  Adventure  Course 
Catamount,  NY 
(hosted  by  Outing  Club) 


Spring  Week  4/11-4/16 
Sunday  4/11 

10:00  AM 


1:00-5:00  PM 


Monday  4/12 

7:00  PM 


Tuesday  4/13 

4:00  -  8:00  PM 


Wednesday  4/14 

7:00  PM 


Thursday  4/15 

1 1 :00  AM 


7:00-8:30  PM 


Friday  4/16 
All  Day 


WNEC  Walks  Together 
Starts  at  AHLC 

(hosted  by  Sophomore  Council) 
Spring  Week  -  Water  Day 
Near  CW  Lawn 
(hosted  by  CAB) 
Winter  Sports  Banquet 
Rivers 

Spring  Week  -  Earth  Day 
The  Rock 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

Spring  Week  -  Air  Day 
The  Rock 
(hosted  by  CAB) 


Spring  Week  -  Small  Concert 
The  Rock 

(hosted  by  CAB  &  Haiti  Relief) 

Jail  Bail 
The  Rock 

(hosted  by  Senior  Council) 
Spring  Week  -  Fire  Day 
CW  Lawn 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

Day  of  Silence 
Campus  Wide 

(hosted  by  Gay/Straight  Alliance) 


It  is  about  respect  for  each 
other  as  individuals.  In  inti- 
mate situations  with  others, 
effective  consent  should  al- 
ways be  present. 

College  staff,  faculty 
and  administrators  remain 
concerned  for  the  well-be- 


ing of  our  students.  If  you 
know  someone  who  may 
have  been  a  victim  of  sexual 
assault,  encourage  them  to 
seek  assistance. 

For  more  information 
please  visit:  http://bit.lv/ 
west  response 
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 OPmiON  &  PUZZLES 

WNEC  Students  not  so  accepting 


Anonymous 


I  expect  this  article  wil! 
face  much  controversy,  but 
it  is  an  opinion  article  after 
all.  I  am  100  percent  fed  up 
with  the  lack  of  knowledge 
that  most  people  on  this 
campus  have  about  people 
of  different  cultures.  It  is 
absolutely  astonishing  the 
number  of  students  here 
who  aren't  very  accepting 
and,  quite  frankly,  I  am  tired 
of  it! 

Maybe  WNEC  pro- 
motes diversity  and  does  all 
it  can  to  try  and  raise  aware- 
ness and  acceptance,  but  the 
majority  of  students  here  at 
WNEC  aren't  so  compliant, 
it  is  actually  sad  how  many 
people  don't  see  it,  but  this 
is  because  it's  ignored. 
For  instance,  many  people 
won't  take  the  time  to  read 
the  entirety  of  this  article 
once  they  realize  what  it's 
about.  For  those  of  you  that 
do  read  this  article,  I'm  sure 
some  of  you  think  that  I'm 
completely  off  base  or  it's 
really  not  as  bad  as  I  make 
it  seem.  My  question  to  you 


is:  how  would  you  know? 

It  took  me  only  a  few 
months  to  realize  the  stu- 
dents here  aren't  very  open- 
minded  to  the  different  types 
of  people  that  exist  in  our 
world.  Kids  use  harsh  lan- 
guage like  "nigger",  "crack- 
er", "Guiney",  as  if  it's  an 
everyday  thing.  This  is  not 
acceptable.  People  have  be- 
come desensitized  to  words 
that  should've  been  erased 
from  the  human  language 
so  very  long  ago! 

I  can  take  a  joke  easily 
and  am  sure  there  are  come- 
dians out  there  who  have  all 
types  of  prejudicial  jokes 
that  most  people  find  ftinny. 
But  sometimes,  it's  not  fun- 
ny. It's  especially  not  okay 
when  people  are  deliberate- 
ly trying  to  demean  others. 

There  has  been  an  in- 
cident on  campus  in  which 
a  student  yelled  a  very  de- 
rogatory term  to  someone 
because  he  and  his  friends 
thought  it  was  funny.  They 
thought  they  would  get 
away  with  it  and  that  it 
would  just  be  ignored. 

That  should  not  be  the 


message  this  campus  gives 
off.  I'm  sure  it's  no  fault  of 
WNEC's,  but  students  here 
need  to  get  with  the  times.  I 
mean,  what  century  is  this? 
Why  are  we  stilling  saying 
and  doing  things  like  this?  It 
makes  no  sense.  Obviously 
prejudice  will  never  entirely 
go  away  but  it  should  be 
possible  for  students  to  live 
their  lives  without  feeling 
alienated.  Some  people  here 
make  that  hard  for  others  to 
do. 

There  was  another  in- 
cident where  the  President 
of  a  class  said,  multiple 
times,  a  racial  slur  in  front 
of  a  student  who  was  of  the 
ethnicity  he  was  disparag- 
ing. He  thought  it  was  okay 
and  even  had  the  audacity  to 
try  and  make  it  seem  as  if  it 
wasn't  that  big  of  a  deal.  He 
only  apologized  when  he 
realized  that  negative  con- 
sequences would  follow.  He 
then  decided  to  try  and  act 
remorseful,  as  did  another 
student  who  yelled  a  racial 
slur  at  the  random  passerby. 

Most  of  these  students 
never  think  there  will  be 


consequences  to  their  ac- 
tions, which  only  further 
exemplifies  their  superior- 
ity complex  or  ethnocentric 
attitudes.  It  truly  amazes  me 
that  there  are  still  people  in 
this  generation  who  aren't 
comfortable  with  students 
of  different  ethnic  back- 
grounds, it  makes  me  won- 
der if  these  students  were 
sheltered  or  something. 
Honestly,  when  did  it  be- 
come a  trend  to  be  preju- 
dicial or  racist  -  at  the  rate 
WNEC  students  are  going, 
that's  what  it  seems  like. 
There  are  some  students 
who  are  legitimately  fasci- 
nated by  the  fact  that  oth- 
ers are  able  to  interact  with 
"people  like  that"  -  their 
term  for  those  of  different 
cultural  backgrounds  or 
ethnicities.  I  pity  these  stu- 
dents. Unfortunately,  pity 
doesn't  take  away  from  the 
demeaning  nature  of  their 
statements. 

Since  when  has  it  been 
cool  to  make  people  feel 
less  than  human?  It  is  truly 
aggravating  and  I'm  sure  if 
all  of  the  incidents  that  have 


come  to  my  attention  were 
told  to  the  Dean,  WNEC 
administrators  would  be 
ashamed  at  the  type  of  mes- 
sage it  sends  to  the  pub- 
lic. But  again,  I  don't  hold 
WNEC  responsible  for  the 
actions  of  its  students.  I  just 
wish  that  instead  of  people 
telling  me  things  that  have 
occurred,  they  would  report 
it.  That  way  it  won't  go  un- 
noticed. This  might  seem  an 
extreme  response  to  some, 
but  racism  is  a  serious  mat- 
ter. 

It  seems  that  a  majority 
of  WNEC's  students  do  not 
accept  or  support  diversity, 
only  no  one  realizes  it,  be- 
cause few  students  have  the 
guts  to  complain.  Whatever 
happened  to  standing  up  for 
what  is  right  and  for  what 
you  believe  in?  For  those  of 
you  who  have  come  to  me 
with  your  stories,  you  know 
what  1  am  talking  about.  If 
it's  really  bothering  you, 
speak  up.  That  is  the  only 
way  your  voice  will  be 
heard  and  things  will  get 
done. 


Sudoliu  1 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  number  m  the  empty  boxes  in  such  a  way 
Ihai  eacn  row  across,  eacti  column  down  arKt  each 
small  B-ixix  square  contains  all  of  Ihe 
numtwrs  Irom  one  lo  nine. 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  *  * 


*  Moderate   *  *  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOY! 


Sudol^u  2 


Siuhkii  1  Sohilii. 


Suduku  2  Solution 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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3 
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4 

1 

7 

7 

9 

1 

3 

5 

6 

8 

6 
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6 

2 

4 
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1 

Place  a  number  in  the  empty  boxes  in  such  a  way 
that  each  row  across,  each  column  down  and  each 
small  9-box  square  contains  all  of  the 
numbers  (rom  one  to  nine. 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  *  *  ★ 


*  Moderate  **  Challenging 
***  HOO  BOY! 


Sucioku  3  Solution 


Smioku  4  Solution 


PUZZLES 
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King  Crossword 


ACROSS 

44 

A  really  long 

21 

Bullring  cry 

1  Wound 

time 

23 

Kyoto 

covers 

46 

Uppercase 

cummerbund 

6  Cid  man  in 

50 

Chopping 

24 

Grooved  on 

the  tamily 

too* 

25 

Indivisible 

12  Charm 

52 

Vent 

26 

Qenius 

13  Slarlthe 

54 

Contribute 

personified 

computer 

55 

Pact 

28 

Home  of  ttie 

again 

56 

True 

RIftgling 

1 4  Eye  part 

57 

Watts  or 

Circus 

15  Amass 

Previn 

Museum 

16  Rams  fans? 

30 

Cartoonist's 

17  PoetAngelou 

DOWN 

supply 

19  Priorto 

1 

Variety  of 

31 

Omega 

20  LiOs 

duck 

preceder 

22  D.C.  figure 

2 

Just  adorable 

33 

Afternoon 

24  Fawn's 

3 

Definite 

affair 

mama 

invitees 

34 

X  rating? 

27  Mainlanders' 

4 

Stein  or 

39 

Long  skirts 

mementos 

Stiller 

41 

Put  on  a 

29  Radar  dot 

5 

Wild  onrush 

show 

32  NYC-based 

6 

Anatomy 

42 

Opulent 

organization 

man 

43 

Dos  cubed 

35  Hereditary  bit 

7 

Summarize 

45 

Refined  chap 

36  Green  land 

8 

Where  "Lost" 

47 

Winged 

37  Tackle 

is  found 

48 

Sampras  or 

moguls 

9 

Sour  cherries 

Seeger 

3B  'Casablanca" 

10 

Rain  in 

49 

l^essy 

planlsl 

buckets 

environment 

40  Singer 

11 

Suits  to  - 

51 

Mimic 

Mouskouri 

12 

Exist 

53 

Grecian 

42  Deteriorate 

18 

Foolish 

vessel 

■ 

2 

3 

4 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1  1 

12 

14 

16 

■ 

18 

19 

21 

^■22 

23 

24 

25 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

36 

37 

3g^H 

40 

41^^^^^H 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

46 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

64 

55 

5« 

57 

■ 

«  2IHIK  Kint  famnt  $>iid-  Inc. 
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Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Piac«  a  numbar  <n  the  vmply  bo<« 
small  »-ooi(  SQusro  eortiatru 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


*  Moderate   *  *  Challenging 
***  HOO  BOY! 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 


7 

S 

1 

4 

6 

6 

2 

7 

7 

5 

4 

1 

4 
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Place  a  hotCw  r-      efipty  bottre  m  Bwct 
rvt  eocii  row  acnaj,  eoch  ooUnn  ooan  a: 
tnttti  »«ca  »^stf  ccnlBfi*  al  (ri  Ihi 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


'  Modoralo   *  *  Challefigifig 
*  *  *  HOO  BOY' 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Rgurct  is  to  arwo 
at  ihe  figures  gnen  al  ihe  boitom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  tollowng  Ihe  arilln- 
rnelic  signs  in  Ihs  order  ihay  are 
given  (tha<  is,  'rom  telt  lo  righl 
and  top  lo  bottom),  Use  oo»y  ihe 
numbers  beicw  Ihe  diagram  to 
oompiete  its  blank  squares  and 
U5©  aach  o*  iha  mne  numbers 
only  once. 


*  Moderate  *  *  DifficuU 
***  GO  FIGURE! 
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■ 

fl 
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GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  ot  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  boiiom 
and  right-hand  columns  ot  the 
diagram  by  following  the  aiith- 
metic  signs  in  (he  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  lx>ttom).  Use  only  the 
nuint3er3  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 
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*  Moderate  *  *  Difficult 
*  *  *  GO  FIGURE! 
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The  Westerner  Needs  More  Writers! 

Do  you  have  strong  opinions?  Do  you  like  wriHng?  Do  you  ever  wisli  you  were  involved 
on  campus???  If  you  answered  yes  to  any  of  those  questions  joining  The  Wcatcmcr  Staff 
may  be  just  (he  right  thing  for  you.  Whether  you  are  so  accomplished  journalist  or  just 
someone  looking  to  make  their  voice  heard. 

If  you  arc  interested  in  joining  come  lo  the  next  mecliDg  or  send  an  e-mail  to  Ifacwestcmcnn® 
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SPORTS 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 

Home  Gam 

cs  ill  Bold 

MEN'S  LACROSSE 

WOMEN'S  LACROSSE 

4/7/2010 

Nichols  College 

7:00  PM 

4/7/2010 

Nichols  College 

4:00  PM 

4/10/2010 

University  of  New  England 

1 :00  PM 

4/10/2010 

University  of  New  England 

3:30  PM 

4/13/2010 

Tiifts  University 

7:00  PM 

4/13/2010 

Salve  Regina  University 

4:00  PM 

4/17/2010 

New  England  College 

1:00  PM 

All  G/'im  n 

Gordon  College 

4:00  PM 

4/23/2010 

Springfield  College 

4:00  PM 

4/  I  //ZU  1 U 

New  England  College 

1:00  PM 

4/24/zUlU 

Anna  Maria  College 

"t  .f\f\  nil  if 

z:UO  rM 

Regis  College 

4:00  PM 

Anna  Maria  College 

11:00  AM 

SOFTBALL 

4/7/2010 

Endicott  College 

3:30  PM 

4/7/2010 

Williams  College 

3:30  PM 

4/8/2010 

AIC 

3:30  PM 

4/8/2010 

Elms  College 

4:00  PM 

4/10/2010 

Curry  College 

12:00  PM 

4/10/2010 

Gordon  College  (DH) 

Noon 

4/13/2010 

Regis  College 

3:30  PM 

4/11/2010 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology  Noon 

4/15/2010 

Gordon  College 

3:30  PM 

4/13/2010 

Anna  Maria  College  (DH) 

3:00  PM 

4/17/2010 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology 

12:00  PM 

4/15/2010 

Endicott  College  (DH) 

3:00  PM 

4/21/2010 

Salve  Regina  University 

3:30  PM 

4/17/2010 

Salve  Regina  University  (DH) 

Noon 

4/24/2010 

Colby-Sawyer  College 

1:00  PM 

4/18/2010 

University  of  New  England  (DH) 

1:00  PM 

4/21/2010 

Nichols  College  (DH) 

3:30  PM 

4/24/2010 

Roger  Williams  University  (DH) 

5:00  PM 

BASEBALL 

4/7/2010 

Curry  College 

2:00  PM 

4/9/2010 

Brandeis  University 

3:30  PM 

4/10/2010 

Roger  Williams  University 

Noon 

4/11/2010 

Colby-Sawyer  College 

Noon 

4/14/2010 

Keene  State  College 

3:30  PM 

4/15/2010 

Springfield  College 

3:30  PM 

4/17/2010 

Anna  Maria  College 

Noon 

4/18/2010 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology 

Noon 

4/21/2010 

Suffolk  University 

3:30  PM 

4/22/2010 

Westfield  State  Colleg 

3:30  PM 

ATHLETICS 

Men's  Lacrosse: 

Wins:6 
Losses:4 
Ties:0 

Men's  Tennis: 

Wins:  0 
Losses:  1 
Ties:  0 

Baseball: 

Wins:  16 
Losses:  5 
Ties: 0 

Softball: 

Wins:  10 
Losses:  9 
Ties:  0 

RECORDS 

Women's 
Lacrosse: 

Wins:  4 
Losses:  5 
Ties:  0 

SPORTS 
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Golden  Bear  Baseball  strong  at  midway  point 


By  Anthony  Camardi 

The  Western  New 
England  College  men's 
baseball  team  has  had  a  very 
successful  season  thus  far. 
They  are  currently  eighteen 
games  into  a  thirty-nine 
game  regular  season  and 
have  posted  a  record  of  14 
wins  and  4  losses.  This  in- 
cludes a  five-game  winning 
streak  to  start  the  season  and 
the  current  five-game  win- 
ning streak  as  of  now.  Their 
most  recent  victories  have 
come  against  conference 
rival  Gordon  College  when 
the  Golden  Bears  swept  a 
double  header  with  a  6  to  3 
win  in  game  one  and  a  19  to 
2  victory  in  game  two.  In 
their  next  game  WNEC  will 
be  looking  to  move  their 
winning  streak  to  six  games 
as  they  take  on  Astern 
Connecticut  State  Univer- 
sity on  Monday,  April  5lh 
in  a  home  game  at  3  P.M.  in 
Springfield,  MA. 

"I  think  it's  great  that 
we  got  off  to  such  a  good 
start, '  said  junior  pitcher 
Evan  Michaud.  'it's  really 
important  that  we  keep  up 
our  success  on  both  ends  of 
the  game.  Our  offense  is 
really  strong  and  will  score 
runs  for  us,  so  our  pitching 
just  needs  to  keep  us  in  the 
game  and  that's  what  we've 


Western  New  England  College  Men  s  Baseball  Team 
Image:  www.  WNECGoldenBears.com 

done  so  far  and  it's  been    and  are  looking  for  a  third 


working. 

In  the  Common- 
wealth Coast  Conference 
the  Golden  Bears  are  cur- 
rently in  third  place  with 
a  conference  record  of  6 
wins  and  2  losses.  They 
stand  behind  Curry  Col- 
lege and  Endicott  College, 
who  are  9  and  1  and  5  and 
1,  respectively,  however, 
WNEC  does  nave  a  bel- 
ter regular  season  winning 
percentage  than  both  those 
teams.  WNEC  are  two  time 
defending  Commonwealth 
Coast  Conference  cham- 
pions from  2008  and  2009 


straight  championship  this 
year. 

"So  far  things  have 
gone  pretty  good, '  said 
sophomore  pitcher  Joe 
Bender.  "It  is  still  pretty 
early  in  the  season  and 
some  of  us  are  getting  into 
form  and  ready  for  a  tough 
stretch  of  games.  I  figure 
as  the  season  goes  on  the 
competition  will  get  tough- 
er and  we  are  going  to  have 
to  see  how  we  are  up  to  this 
point.  It's  been  a  real  nice 
atmosphere  up  to  this  point 
in  the  season.  There  are  no 
selfish  players  on  our  team. 


They  all  have  the  same 
mindset  and  that  is  to  win 
ball  games.  This  is  my  first 
year  on  the  team  and  they 
nave  made  me  feel  right  at 
home." 

At  this  point  in  the 
season  the  batting  leaders 
are  junior  catcher  Jason 
LeCferc  with  a  batting  av- 
erage of  .453,  2  homeruns, 
ana  24  runs  batted  in; Junior 
outfielder  Ryan  Dudzinski 
with  a  batting  average  of 
.435,  1 1  stolen  bases,  and 
an  on-base  percentage  of 
.518;  and  senior  first  oase- 
man  Joe  Griglun,  with  a 
batting  average  of  .424,  3 


homeruns,  and  24  runs  bat- 
ted in. 

The  top  pitchers  at 
this  point  in  the  season  are 
freshman  pitcher  Kevin  Jef- 
feries  witn  an  earned  run 
average  of  1 .93,  3  wins,  and 
28  strikeouts;  senior  pitcher 
Matt  Rogers  with  an  earned 
run  average  of  2.82,  3  wins, 
and  14  strikeouts;  and  ju- 
nior pitcher  Evan  Michaud 
with  an  earned  run  aver- 
age of  3.15,  2  wins,  and  15 
strikeouts. 

"Since  this  is  my 
third  year  on  the  team  and"! 
am  one  of  the  few  veterans 
on  the  pitching  staff  I  need 
to  step  up  and  be  a  leader," 
said  Evan  Michaud.  "I  need 
to  lead  by  example  as  well 
as  on  the  field,  whether  it  is 
explaining  drills  to  the  rook- 
ies or  conducting  wann-ups. 
My  role  is  an  important  role 
just  as  everyone  else's  role 
is,  and  we  all  need  to  be  on 
the  same  page  so  we  can 
keep  on  winning  and  work 
our  way  towards  our  ulti- 
mate goal  of  a  champion- 
ship. T  myself  can't  wait  to 
get  out  on  the  mound  in  our 
next  game  because  the  rain 
has  washed  out  my  last  two 
starts  and  I'm  getting  a  little 
impatient,  but  next  week  is 
loaded  with  games  and  we 
all  need  to  be  ready  to  make 
a  strong  push." 


Athlete  of  the  Issue:  Tim  Santye 


By  Matt  Sigiru 


While  \ye  were  all 
home  for  spring  break,  the 
men's  lacrosse  team  were 
down  in  Dallas,  Texas,  con- 
tinuing their  up  and  down 
season,  splitting  games 
with  a  win  and  a  loss,  the 
win  coming  over  #12  Bow- 
doin  College.  11-10. 

In  what's  being  called 
an  upset,  but  a  great  perfor- 
mance by  the  Golden  Bears, 
senior  Captain  Tim  Santye 
netted  the  game-winning 
goal  in  double  over-time 
off  an  assist  by  iunior  Joe 
0'K.eefe. 

The  goal  was  Santye's 
second  of  the  game,  along 
with  an  assist,  coming  at 
the  end  of  two  well-played 
over-time  periods  by  the 
Golden  Bears.  Coach  Kle- 
packi  said  he  was  very 
nappy  with  how  the  team 
is  coming  together  in  mid 
season. 

After  a  slow  start  for 
the  young  team.  Coach 
Klepacki  says  the  team  is 
finally  learning  to  play  as  a 
unit  and  at  the  higri  tempo 
necessary  to  earn  the  Ul 
national  ranking  the  team 
started  the  season  with. 

Santye,  a  senior  Sports 
Management  major  from 
Skillman,  New  Jersey,  has 
been  getting  time  and  scor- 
ing goals  as  an  attacker  for 
the  last  four  years  at  WNEC, 


Tim  Santye 
Image:  www.  WNECGoldenBear. 

finishing  last  season  with 
43  goals.  This  season  he  has 
compiled  a  team-leading  16 
goals  through  8  games. 

More  impressively, 
Santye  has  been  shooHng 
with  an  over  500%,  scor- 
ing more  than  half  the  times 
he  shoots  on  net.  However 
what  sets  Santye  apart  is  his 
involvement  at  WNEC. 

Santye  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Student  Athletics 
Advisory  Committee  who 


is  organizing  acfivities  for 
National  Student  Athlete 
Appreciation  Week,  which 
will  be  the  week  of  April  4"' 
through  the  10"\ 

Since  this  victory  the 
men's  team  has  been  roll- 
ing, putting  together  two 
more  commanding  victories 
over  Curry  and  WIT.  Their 
next  home  game  will  be 
against  Nichols  Colleae  on 
Wednesday  the  7"^  at  Gold- 
en Bear  Stadium. 


Top  ten  reasons  why  you 
should  give  to  your  future 
Alma  Mater 


10.  You  can  select  where  your  money  goes. 
9.  You  could  make  your  gift  in  honor  of  a 

faculty  or  staff  member. 
8.  Your  name  will  be  included  on  the  2010 

Student  Pride  Plaque. 
7.  If  all  504  graduating  seniors  donate,  your 

$20.10  will  add  up  to  over  $10,000. 
6.  You  are  supporting  the  next  generation  of 
Western  New  England  College  students. 
5.  No  one  else  has  a  golden  bear  you  can 
ride. 

4.  Who  else  can  pain  a  rock  for  fun? 
3.  Your  fellow  classmates  are  giving. 

2.  It  is  quick  and  easy. 
/.  IT'S  THE  RIGHT  THING  TO  DO! 

Please  join  the  Senior  Class  of  2010  and 
make  your  gift  today!!! 
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 SPORTS  

National  Student  Athlete  Week  Questions:  Do  You  Know??? 

Answer  these  questions  and  turn  them  in  at  a  home  game  during  National  Student  Athlete  Week  (4/5-4/10)  for  a  chance 
to  win  a  prize. 

Brought  to  you  by  SAAC. 

How  many  Academic  and  Athletic  All-Americans  from  2006  to  present  are  there  in  the  WNEC  Athletic  program? 


How  many  Varsity  sports  are  there  at  WNEC? 


What  is  the  number  of  NCAA  appearances  from  2006  to  present  by  the  WNEC  Athletics  program? 


How  many  TCCC  championships  has  WNEC  won  since  our  arrival  in  the  conference  in  2007? 


What  is  the  highest  nationally  ranked  team  at  WNEC  in  the  past  4  years?  What  team  was  it  and  what  was  their  ranking? 
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By  Anthony  Cahill 

Susan  Solomon  spoke 
about  three  different  types 
of  effective  listening  at  the 
Communications  Confer- 
ence at  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  a  iew  weeks 
ago.  When  explaining  how 
each  can  be  effective  in  the 
workplace  and  in  everyday 
life,  she  emphasized  listen- 
ing's importance  to  anyone 
aspiring  to  lead  their  peers. 

"Listening  helps  to 
make  you  a  better  leader." 
says  Solomon,  who  current- 
ly works  as  a  coach  for  col- 
lege age  kids  going  through 
their  crucial  maturation  pro- 
cess. 

She  touched  upon 
three  different  types  of  lis- 
tening and  which  is  most 
appropriate  depending  on 
the  situation.  The  first  type 
of  listening  focuses  on  your- 
self; listening  to  what  the 


By  Adie  Giguere 


Western  New  Eng- 
land College's  continu- 
ally growing  English  and 
Writing  Department  wel- 
comed NY  Times  Bestseller 
Charles  Bock  for  a  reading 
in  April.  Bock  paid  a  visit  to 
Professor  Pearl  Abraham's 
Creative  Nonfiction  Work- 
shop in  the  afternoon,  then 
held  an  open  reading  from 
his  fiction  novel.  Beautiful 
Children,  on  campus  that 
evening. 

"The  beauty  of  writ- 
ing nonfiction  or  fiction,  for 
me,  is  to  be  able  to  leap  and 
learn  about  someone  else, 
and  empathize  with  that." 
Bock  told  Professor  Abra- 
ham's students.  His  read- 
ings from  Beautiful  Chil- 
dren definitely  inspired  em- 
pathy in  this  way. 

Bock,  a  Las  Vegas 
native,  set  his  novel  in  Sin 
City  concerning  a  twelve 
year-old  boy  who  goes  out 
with  a  friend  one  night  and 
never  comes  home.  Hav- 


person  says  but  thinking 
about  how  it  relates  to  you. 
This  was  said  to  be  most  ap- 
propriate in  a  casual  conver- 
sation. 

The  second  and  third 
types  of  listening,  Solomon 
stated,  are  most  appropri- 


ate for  a  leader  figure,  such 
as  in  a  workplace.  The  sec- 
ond focuses  on  the  speaker 
instead  of  oneself,  and  the 
third  removes  the  listener 
from  all  distractions  to  feel 
where  the  speaker  is  coming 
trom. 


After  the  speech, 
Solomon  relayed  how  im- 
portant her  listening  tech- 
niques are  to  her  relating  to 
college  age  students. 

"Young  people  have 
so  much  to  otTer,  and  some 
parts  of  society  have  labeled 
millenials  as  not  wanting  to 
work  hard...  I  want  to  work 
with  these  young  people 
and  help  them  stand  up  and 
show  what  they  can  do," 
she  said. 

Susan  Solomon  has 
been  a  professor  at  San  Jose 
State,  San  Francisco  State, 
and  Bay  Path  College.  She 
was  also  once  the  mayor  of 
Sedona,  Arizona.  Solomon 
will  be  bringing  her  im- 
pressive resume  to  WNEC 
beginning  in  the  fail  semes- 
ter, teaching  Business  Com- 
munication and  Nonverbal 
Communication. 


English  Dept.  Brings  Bestselling  Novelist  Charles  Bock 
To  WNEC 


ing  written  the  novel  from 
several  different  points  of 
view.  Bock  read  excerpts 
trom  the  voice  of  the  boy's 
mother,  as  well  as  a  Vegas 
stripper.  He  forewarned  his 
audience  that  his  book  was 
"raw,"  but  seemed  to  be  re- 
ceived as  simply  dynamic 
and  flinny  by  those  in  atten- 
dance. 

Bock's  reading  was 
short,  finishing  up  in  less 
than  an  hour,  but  his  clear 
speaking  voice  and  charm- 
ing, dark  narrative  kept  you 
thinking.  His  use  of  free  in- 
direct style  in  his  writing, 
incorporating  the  thoughts 
and  attitudes  of  the  charac- 
ters right  into  the  narrative, 
pulled  listeners  right  into 
the  novel's  core  with  expo- 
sure to  only  a  few  sections. 

When  asked  about 
his  strategy  for  putting  to- 
gether this  novel.  Bock  ex- 
plained that  he  likes  "struc- 
turally complex"  books,  and 
that  this  inspired  his  play 
with  the  narrative  of  Beau- 
tiful Children.  He  said  that 
writing  technique  evolves 


Charles  Bock 

Image:  Google 
as  you  go,  and  that  he  usu- 
ally plans  some,  begins 
writing,  and  makes  a  list  of 
problems  as  they  arise.  He 
can  then  refer  to  this  list  and 
hopefully  write  through  any 
of  the  inconsistencies  in  the 


story  later. 

This  insight  matched 
well  with  some  thoughts 
that  Bock  shared  with  Pro- 
fessor Abraham's  class  ear- 

Cnntimicil  on  page  2. 
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Interested  in  Writing? 

The  Westerner  is  al- 
ways looking  for  writers, 
whether  you  are  an  ac- 
complished journalist  or 
just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  7:00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  in  Rivers  105, 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


Cadet  Rowen  shines  in  ROTC  Program 


By  Ryan  Cowan 

The  Army  Reserve 
Officer  Training  Corp 
(AROTC)  program  is  a 
unique  organization  that 
prepares  students  to  become 
leaders  in  the  United  States 
Army  upon  graduation.  The 
program  develops  students 
into  leaders  through  classes, 
leadership  labs,  physical 
training  and  field  training 
exercises,  in  order  to  pre- 
pare them  for  a  career  of 
leading  soldiers.  Many  of 
our  nation's  most  decorated 
leaders  —  for  instance,  Co- 
lin Powell  —  are  a  product 
of  the  ROTC  program. 

The  AROTC  program 
at  Western  New  England 
College  is  a  partnership 
school  of  the  University  of 
Massachusetts.  Together  the 
schools,  among  others  in 
the  area,  fonn  the  Minute- 
man  Battalion.  The  Minute- 
man  Battalion  has  produced 
many  of  the  nation's  most 
outstanding  cadets.  In  re- 
cent years,  the  program  has 
produced  the  number  one 
ranked  cadet  in  the  nation 


Cadet  Scott  Rowen 
Image:  Ryan  Cowan 

and  many  cadets  in  the  top 
ten  percent.  This  year.  Ca- 
det (CDT)  Scott  Rowen  was 
among  the  top  ten  percent 
of  cadets  and  was  a  recipi- 
ent of  the  General  George 
C.  Marshall  Award.  CDT 
Rowen  attended  a  four  day 
seminar  in  Natural  Bridge, 
VA,  in  which  he  partook  in 
discussions  on  national  se- 
curity and  the  21"  century 
Army,  amongst  many  of  the 
nation's  top  leaders  and  ex- 


perts in  these  areas. 

CDT  Rowen  is  one  of 
the  biggest  success  stories 
that  has  come  out  of  the 
AROTC  program  here  at 
WNEC.  He  has  not  only 
excelled  in  the  AROTC 
program,  he  has  excelled 
academically,  as  well  as  in 
collegiate  sports.  In  2008, 
CDT  Rowen  was  awarded 
Academic  Ail-American  for 
his  success  as  a  member  of 
the  college's  wrestling  team 
and  for  his  accomplish- 
ments in  the  classroom. 
CDT  Rowen  attributes  his 
success  to  "staying  busy 
and  keeping  on  top  of  his 
requirements  in  both  ROTC 
and  school." 

The  AROTC  program 
here  at  WNEC  continues  to 
grow  annually  and  proves  to 
be  among  the  best,  regularly 
producing  many  of  the  na- 
tion's top  cadets.  With  the 
program's  growing  num- 
bers and  quality  of  instruc- 
tors, it  is  likely  that  many 
more  success  stories  are  to 
come. 


CHARLES  BOCK 
CONTINUED 

lier  that  afternoon.  Most 
importantly.  Bock  advised 
the  student  writers  to  write 
about  subjects  that  are  im- 
portant to  them.  If  you  write 
well  about  something  that 
matters  to  you,  he  said,  then 
it  will  "hopefully  matter  to 
someone  else."  Bock  also 
advised  the  students  to  not 
just  write  to  get  a  rise  out 
of  people.  He  remembers 
initially  writing  "angry  ver- 
sions" of  his  novel,  before 
editing  and  making  Beauti- 
ful Children  the  story  it  is 
today.  Since  it  was  named 
one  of  the  New  York  Times 
Books  of  the  Year,  it's  safe 
to  say  that  Bock  is  doing 
something  right. 

WNEC  Professor 
and  novelist  Pearl  Abra- 
ham, now  on  book  lour  for 
her  latest  novel  American 
Taliban,  also  read  on  cam- 
pus this  past  month  to  a 
large  crowd  of  students  and 
faculty. 


Rent-A-Text  Program  coming  to  WNEC 
Bookstore 


Sharon  Williams 
(Bookstore) 

We  are  pleased  to 
annoimce  that  the  Blue  & 
Gold  Campus  Bookstore 
will  begin  offering  text- 
book rental  services  this 
fall.  Rent-A-Text  will  of- 
fer students  upwards  of 
50  percent  off  the  price 
of  new  textbooks  and  will 
provide  students  with  an 
affordable  alternative  to 
rising  education  costs. 

The  Blue  &  Gold  Cam- 
pus Store's  textbook  rental 
program  will: 

Be  available  to  stu- 
dents in  store  and  online 
with  in-store  pick  up 

Allow  students  .  to 
chose  a  preferred  form  of 
payment,  including  finan- 
cial aid. 

Allow  students  the 
freedom  to  highlight 
and  take  notes,  all  with- 
in the  normal  wear 
and  tear  associated  with 
coursework. 


Give  students  the 
choice  to  buy  their  text- 
book at  the  end  of  the 
term  if  they  want  to  keep 
the  book. 

Rent-A-Text  is  avail- 
able through  our  existing 
partnership  with  Follett 
Higher  Education  Group, 
and  the  program  is  based 
on  Follett's  comprehensive 
pilot  program  that  saved 
students  nearly  $2  million 
on  their  course  materi- 
als in  just  one  semester 
More  than  90  percent  of 
students  surveyed  who 
rented  textbooks  expressed 
satisfaction  with  the  pi- 
lot program.  "We  have 
been  at  the  forefront  of 
cost-savings  programs  for 
more  than  a  century,"  said 
Thomas    A.  Christopher, 


Image:  Google 


President  of  Follett  Higher  Western  New  England  Col- 
Education  Group.  "Help-  lege  to  deliver  substantial 
ing  to  reduce  the  costs  of  textbook  savings  to  stu- 
higher  education  is  part  of  dents."  Look  out  for 
our  mission,  and  we  look  more  information  about 
forward  to  working  with  Rent-A-Text  in  the  cam- 


pus store.  In  the  mean- 
time, check  out  www. 
rent-a-text.com  or  www. 
facebook.com/rentatext  to 
find  out  more. 
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WNEC  Campus  Events  Staff  Stays  Busy 


By  Alicia  Mascia 

From  graduation 
to  weddings  and  memori- 
als, Western  New  England 
College  Campus  Events 
staffhas  tackled  a  variety  of 
events.  Sue  Bruno  has  been 
the  Campus  Events  coordi- 
nator at  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  for  the  past 
decade,  and  has  seen  the  ex- 
pansion of  events  in  recent 
years. 

"When  I  first  started 
twelve  years  ago  we  had  a 
lot  of  events,  a  lot  of  on- 
campus  activities,  but  we 
hadn't  reached  into  the 
community  as  we  do  now," 
said  Bruno.  "Part  of  what 
we  do  now  is  to  reach  out. 
The  events  have  increased 
three  times  from  twelve 
years  ago." 

WNEC  Campus 
Events  anticipates  even 
more  growth  with  the  new 
School  of  Pharmacy.  Bru- 
no predicted,  "It'll  bring 
on  more  events  and  more 
things  happening  on  cam- 
pus." 


With  all  the  events 
happening  on  campus, 
sometimes  often  more  than 
one  event  in  a  day,  the  Cam- 
pus Events  staff  must  plan 
and  prepare  far  in  advance. 
Every  Monday  the  staff 
meets  to  look  at  what  they 
have  scheduled  that  week. 
Bruno  is  thankfiil  for  the 
help  she  receives  from  her 
crew,  many  of  whom  are 
students  getting  a  front  row 
seat  to  the  event  planning 
process.  Being  organized 
means  everything  to  Bruno 
and  her  staff.  "You  have  to 
be  time  efficient  and  very 
organized,"  she  said. 

Campus  Events  stu- 
dent staff  member  Aaron 
Pollen  said,  "Working  in  the 
Campus  Events  office  has 
really  showed  me  the  ins 
and  outs  of  the  event  plan- 
ning industry."  Pollen's  ex- 
periences with  the  college's 
Campus  Events  office  has 
allowed  him  to  become 
more  involved  throughout 
the  campus. 

"My  active  role  in 
the  office  has  helped  me 


grow  as  a  professional  be- 
cause of  the  many  different 
people  I  am  able  to  interact 
with,"  said  Pollen. 

As  an  expert  in 
event  planning,  Bruno  said 
there  are  some  key  points  to 
keep  in  mind:  whether  plan- 
ning for  a  small  party  or  a 
large  audience,  time  man- 
agement, good  organization 
and  solid  contacts  with  peo- 
ple are  all  essential.  "The 
skills  develop  over  time," 
said  Bruno. 

Bruno  explains  that 
her  favorite  community 
event  on  campus  is  the  Mon- 
ey Conference.  A  free  event 
held  in  the  Rivers  Memorial 
Building  every  April,  the 
Money  Conference  is  free 
to  the  local  commimity.  The 
importance  of  this  event  is 
beyond  measure  during  cur- 
rent economic  times,  when 
Bruno  said,  "It  just  hits 
home." 

"It's  one  of  my  fa- 
vorites because  it  gives  so 
much  back  to  the  people  in 
the  community,"  explained 
Bruno.  "The  guest  speak- 


ers come  and  give  advice 
to  men  and  women  all  day 
long  just  to  help  people 
with  their  finances." 

Western  New  Eng- 
land College  has  hosted 
several  weddings  on  cam- 
pus, too.  "We've  had  three 
weddings  on  campus  where 
it  was  just  the  ceremony  at 
the  gazebo  and  one  recep- 
tion which  was  two  years 
ago  in  Rivers  Memorial," 
said  Bruno. 

Weddings  on  cam- 
pus have  been  for  alumni. 
The  brides-to-be  come  in 
with  their  own  decorations 
and  plans,  and  WNEC  acts 
as  the  host  facility.  Bruno 
said  the  weddings  create  a 
special  feeling  for  the  of- 
fice to  host.  "We  look  for- 
ward to  weddings  because 
they're  special,"  she  said. 

WNEC  also  pays 
their  respect  to  late  staff 
members.  The  college  held 
a  memorial  for  the  late 
professor  of  Communica- 
tion, Dr.  Nancy  Hoar,  who 
passed  away  this  past  De- 
cember. The  memorial  was 


held  on  campus  April  22nd 
at  12:30  RM.  in  the  Rivers 
Memorial  Building.  As  Bru- 
no states,  "She  was  a  lovely 
lady." 

The  most  rewarding 
event  of  the  year,  according 
to  Bruno,  is  always  com- 
mencement "To  me  [the 
most  rewarding]  is  com- 
mencement because  you're 
graduating  all  the  students 
you've  watched  for  the  past 
four  years,"  she  said.  Com- 
mencement this  year  will 
take  place  on  Saturday,  May 
22,  and  its  planning  has  al- 
ready been  in  the  works  for 
about  a  year.  Bruno  stated 
that  "there  is  a  lot  of  emo- 
tion tied  to  that  event." 

Western  New  Eng- 
land College,  and  more  spe- 
cifically the  Campus  Events 
staff,  plans  and  hosts  hun- 
dreds of  events  every  year. 
"It's  a  job  where  you're  on 
your  feet  constantly,  there 
isn't  a  day  when  you  don't 
go  home  tired,"  said  Bruno. 
Bruno  also  said  that  it's  a 
job  she  looks  forward  to  ev- 
eryday. 


WNEC  at  Relay  For  Life 


IVNEC  Students  recently  participated  in  the  2010  Springfield  Area  All  College  MA  Relay  For  Life:  On  April  30th,  several  teams  of  WNEC  stu- 
dents traveled  to  Holyoke  Commuity  College  to  participate  in  an  1 8-hour  long  Relay  to  raise  money  for  the  American  Cancer  Society.  Teams  from 
WNEC  included  the  CAB  Cancer  Crushers,  The  Purple  Pack,  Sam  &  the  WNEC  Birthday  Bashers,  WNEC  Football,  WNEC  SWAT,  and  WNEC 
Women's  Varsity  Soccer  These  students  helped  to  raise  thousands  of  dollars  for  the  fight  against  cancer. 
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Movie  Review:  Tyler  Perry's  "Why  Did  I  Get  Married  Too" 


By  Jackie  Clark 

::Why  Did  I  Get  Mar- 
ried Too!"  is  what  Angela 
(Tasha  Smitii)  and  Marcus 
(Michael  Jai  White)  were 
arguing  about  once  again 
in  Tyler  Perry's  new  hit 
film,  Why  Did  I  Get  Mar- 
ried Too,  the  sequel  to  the 
first  successful  film.  Why 
Did  I  Get  Married.  Why 
Did  1  Get  Married  Too  has 
a  plot  based  off  of  the  origi- 
nal where  four  couples  are 
going  on  their  annual  vaca- 
tion to  spend  quality  lime 
with  each  other  to  discuss 
why  they  got  married,  their 
relationships,  and  have  a 
good  time  catching  up  with 
one  another.  This  time,  the 
couples  are  vacationing 
in  the  beautiful  Bahamas, 
where  the  majority  of  the 
film  takes  place,  until  they 
all  return  home.  It  starts  off 
showing  all  of  the  couples 
getting  ready  to  venture 
on  this  vacation,  yet  Tyler 
Perry  incorporates  some 
foreshadowing  that  there  is 
much  drama  ahead. 

Once  in  the  Bahamas, 
all  the  couples  reconnect 
with  one  another,  but  para- 
dise is  interrupted  when 
Sheila's  (Jill  Scott)  ex- 
husband,  Mike  (Richard  T. 
Jones)  intervenes  trying  to 
win  Slieila  back  and  away 
from  her  new  husband,  Troy 


WHY 

DID 

MARRIED  TOO? 


lit 
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(Lamman  Rucker).  Not  too 
long  after  this  event,  past 
conflicts  revisit  the  other 
couples,  some  causing  sus- 
picion and  others  to  fierce- 
ly argue  with  one  anoth- 
er. Marcus  and  Angela's 
infidelity  issues  resurface 
again  from  the  beginning  of 
the  movie  where  they  both 
question  each  others'  trust. 
Terry  (Tyler  Perry)  and  Di- 
ane's (Sharon  Leal)  issues 
are  not  readily  noticeable 
at  first,  but  due  to  Diane's 
unusual  behavior  and  over- 
bubbly  personality,  Terry  is 
suspicious  as  to  why  she  is 


acting  this  way.  Mike  show- 
ing up  in  the  Bahamas  was 
only  the  beginning  of  Sheila 
and  Troy's  problems.  Mike 
reveals  a  secret  to  Sheila  he 
has  been  concealing,  put- 
ting a  strain  on  Sheila's  new 
marriage. 

Last  but  certainly  not 
least,  the  most  shocking 
and  revealing  plot  points 
of  the  film  came  from  the 
last  couple  Gavin  (Malik 
Yoba)  and  Patricia  (Janet 
Jackson).  Gavin,  a  success- 
ful architect,  and  Patricia,  a 
renowned  psychologist  and 
author,  appear  to  be  very 


happy  in  the  beginning  as 
usual.  However,  the  loss  of 
their  son  and  Patricia's  in- 
ability to  deal  with  her  own 
problems  before  others  has 
put  a  strain  on  their  marriage 
even  more,  causing  them  to 
question  the  future  of  their 
marriage.  Talented  music 
icon  and  actress  Janet  Jack- 
son had  the  most  dramatic 
and  powerfiji  scenes  and 
character  in  the  entire  film. 
Having  gone  through  the 
recent  loss  of  her  brother. 
Michael  Jackson,  during  the 
time  in  which  the  film  was 
shot,  the  resilience  that  Ja- 


net Jackson  had  to  perform 
these  emotionally  draining 
scenes  left  the  audience  as- 
tounded, from  smashing 
her  all  glass  furniture  liv- 
ing room  with  a  golf  club 
to  watching  her  viciously 
argue  with  her  co-star  Ma- 
lik Yoba  about  the  death  of 
their  child  and  his  recent  al- 
cohol problem. 

As  each  couples'  prob- 
lems unfold,  so  do  all  of  the 
drama,  pain,  heartache  and 
tears,  leaving  the  audience 
in  shock  and  amazement 
with  the  surprise  ending  and 
the  excellent  quality  of  each 
actor  and  actress.  This  film 
is  one  that  everyone  should 
see  because  it  provides  sin- 
gle people  and  couples  an 
outlook  on  relationships, 
and  speaks  about  trust,  com- 
mitment, love,  honesty  and 
so  many  other  values  that 
people  look  for  in  relation- 
ships. Tyler  Perry  wrote, 
directed,  and  produced  the 
film,  as  well  as  acted  in  it. 
Janet  Jackson  co-wrote  and 
co-produced  with  Jermaine 
Dupri  the  lead  soundtrack 
record  titled  "Nothing," 
which  plays  during  the  end- 
ing credits  of  the  film.  The 
film  is  one  that  will  leave 
the  audience  laughing  and 
crying,  but  leaving  with 
an  open  mind  and  an  open 
heart. 
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Widmer  Brothers:  Drifter   Note:  All  students  imbibing 

alcohol  must  be  of  age.  Please  drink 
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Green  11|M 

By  Adie  Giguere 


For  this  issue's 
beer  review  we  de- 
cided to  take  a  sugges- 
tion from  a  friend  and 
try  Widmer  Brother's 
Drifter  Pale  Ale,  and 
speechless  is  the  only 
word  we  can  use  to 
describe  it.  Drifter  is 
a  very  unique  beer;  it 
has  aoold  vet  pleasant 
taste,  and  believe  it  or 
not,  It  is  sweet  and  cit- 
rus-tasting with  a  nice 
masculine  punch.  Af- 
ter some  research,  we 
found  that  the  sweet 
citrus  flavor  comes 
from  the  use  of  sum- 
mit hops,  while  most 
pale  ales  are  brewed 
with  cascade  hops. 


On  top  of  being 
hands  down  the  most 
delicious  beer  we  have 
reviewed  all  semester, 
it  is  light  enough  to 
drink  all  night  (if  you 
can  afford  it  -  it  s  a 
little  more  expensive 
than  Busch  Light). 
Either  way,  a  nice  six 
pack  of  Drifter  would 
be  the  best  way  you 
could  possibly  start 
any  weekend  night. 
Drifter  is  a  beer  that 
everyone  of-age  ab- 
solutely must  try,  and 
we  award  Drifter  4.9 
out  of  5  beers  simply 
because  we  are  about 
to  head  back  to  Wynn 
and  pick  up  a  few 
more  six  packs  of  it! 


Drifter 
Ratine 

■  III 

4.9/5  Beers 


The  final  green  tips  of  this  year  are  brought  to  you  by 
greenissexy.org  ~  an  awesome  website  created  by  Rachel 
McAdams  (The  Notebook,  Wedding  Crashers)  and  her  two 
friends.  A  collection  of  ways  to  live  greener,  the  site  is  set 
up  in  categories  including  tips  for  your  home,  for  on  the 
road,  and  for  girls  and  guys.  Plere's  an  example  of  some  of 
the  sexy  ways  they  think  we  can  all  go  greener: 

For  the  ladies: 

-  Since  blow  dryers  do  damage  to  your  hair,  and  can 
use  up  to  four  times  as  much  energy  as  a  laptop,  opt  to  air 
dry  your  hair  instead. 

-  Consider  donating  bras  you  no  longer  want  to  the 
Bosom  Buddies  Recycling  Program,  who  will  donate  them 
to  women's  housing  centers  and  shelters  who  need  them. 
Buying  new  bras  is  a  luxury  a  lot  of  us  take  for  granted. 

And  for  the  men: 

-  (As  if  you  don't  do  this  already,)  re-wear  your 
clothes  at  least  once,  unless  you've  been  sweating  bullets 
or  getting  spilled  on  at  Paddy's.  Jeans  especially  deserve 
more  than  one  wear 

-  Pee  outside!  In  accordance  with  local  decency 
laws,  of  course.  A  toilet  flush  can  use  up  to  5  gallons  of 
water 
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Movie  Review:  The  Last  Song 


By  Liz  Collins 


I  didn't  want  to  like 
The  Last  Song,  i  convinced 
myself  I  wouldn't,  simply 
because  Miley  Cyrus  plays 
protagonist,  Ronnie,  and  I 
didn't  think  that  she  could 
pull  off  a  non-Hannah  Mon- 
tana related  role.  But  I  was 
forgetting  Nicholas  Sparks' 
uncanny  ability  to  tell  a 
story  and  have  that  story 
conveyed  on  screen.  Now  I 
can't  discuss  how  the  movie 
compares  to  the  book,  not 
having  read  it  myself,  but  I 
can  say  that  Sparks  creates 
vivid  storylines  and  charac- 
ters that  the  audience  cares 
about. 

The  movie  centers  on 
Ronnie's  relationship  with 
Will  (Cyrus'  real  life  boy- 
friend Liam  Hemsworth), 
but  it's  the  lesser  portrayed 
relationships  that  steal  the 
show,  especially  involv- 
ing Ronnie's  little  brother. 


Image:  Google 

Jonah  (played  by  Bobby 
Coleman).  Jonah's  charac- 
ter stole  the  show  for  me; 
he  provided  the  comic  re- 
lief and  also  the  deep  emo- 


tions that  other  characters 
lacked.  His  character  held 
the  most  depth,  despite  his 
being  the  youngest. 

Another  key  relation- 
ship was  the  one  between 
Ronnie  and  her  father, 
Steve  (Greg  Kinnear). 
Spoiler  alert:  bring  tissues. 
Theirs  is  a  stereotypical 
love/hate  relationship  be- 
tween father  and  daughter, 
but  with  some  added  ele- 
ments that  (somewhat)  sur- 
prise the  audience. 

Though  I  feel  the  re- 
lationships were  well  de- 
veloped and  realistic,  the 
events  of  the  story  weren't 
always  as  realistic.  I  felt 
that  a  majority  of  the  movie 
went  too  quickly;  it  doesn't 
seem  accurate  that  these 
elements  would  happen  so 
fast.  Now,  having  not  read 
the  book,  I  can  only  specu- 
late here,  but  it  seemed  like 
the  movie  tried  to  do  too 


much.  There  were  details 
that  were  slightly  touched 
upon  that  (I'm  hoping) 
are  more  developed  in 
the  book.  And  though  I'm 
sure  they're  worked  out 
wonderfully  in  the  book, 
the  movie  just  didn't  need 
them.  If  the  audience  isn't 
going  to  get  more  than  a 
30-second  recall  of  a  par- 
ticular event,  don't  mention 
it.  If  it  doesn't  really  relate 
to  the  rest  of  the  movie  be- 
sides a  (minuscule)  glimpse 
into  Hemsworth 's  charac- 
ter, cut  it.  Develop  what 
really  matters  and  develop 
it  fully.  Give  the  audience 
more  reasons  why  Will 
falls  in  love  with  Ronnie 
instead  of  Cyrus'  ability  to 
pout  and  look  angry.  Give 
the  audience  more  precious 
moments  between  father, 
daughter  and  son.  Give  the 
audience  more  of  why  Ron- 
nie no  longer  has  any  mu- 


sical ambitions  rather  than 
"I'm  mad."  Cut  the  mo- 
ments that  don't  matter  and 
give  more  of  the  ones  that 
do. 

Overall,  I  did  like  the 
movie.  As  much  as  I  didn't 
want  to,  and  as  much  as 
I  don't  want  to  admit  it,  it 
was  pretty  good.  Besides 
the  moments  that  could 
have  been  cut,  it  was  pretty 
decent.  I  didn't  think  Mi- 
ley  Cyrus  was  as  terrible 
as  1  thought.  She  was  actu- 
ally kind  of  good.  I  mean,  I 
think  she  could  have  been 
better,  but  it  wasn't  the  train 
wreck  1  was  anticipating. 
After  seeing  the  movie,  I 
plan  to  read  the  book  to  see 
how  different  (or  not)  the 
two  are.  I  wouldn't  recom- 
mend paying  full  price  to 
see  The  Last  Song,  but  it's 
a  good  pick  for  $6  movie 
night. 


jg    iTunes  Top  Fives    ^  ..,.c/g„..e 

Top  5  Songs: 

/.       Not  Afraid  -  Eminem 

2.  OMG  -  Usher  feat.  will.!. am 

3.  Airplanes  -  B.o.B  feat.  Hayley  Williams 

4.  Your  Love  Is  My  Drug  -  KeSha 

5.  Break  Your  Heart  -  Taio  Cruz  feat. 
Ludacris 

Writer  s  Song  Pick:  Thinking  'Bout  Somethin '  - 
Hanson 

Top  5  Albums: 

/.       B.o.B  Presents:  The  Adventures  of 
Bobby  Ray  -  B.o.B 

2.       Fever  -  Bullet  For  My  Valentine 
J.       Need  Your  Now  -  Lady  Antebellum 

4.  Glee:  The  Music,  The  Power  of 
Madonna  -  Glee  Cast 

5.  Raymond  v  Raymond  -  Usher 

Writer 's  Album  Pick:  Get  Lifted  -  John  Legend 

A  Response  to  "No  Tears  for  Haiti" 


Contributing  Writers 
Schiller  Casimir 
and 

Francis  R.  Abrams 

This  letter  is  writ- 
ten in  response  to  the  ar- 
ticle entitled  "No  tears  for 
Haiti",  by  Mitch  Westy, 
appearing  in  The  Western- 
er on  February  10,  2010. 

To  understand  the  eco- 
nomic situation  in  Haiti  in 
the  20th  century,  which  you 
write  about,  it  is  essential 
to  review  Haiti's  political 
and  economic  problems 
during  the    19th  century. 

Haiti  became  a  colony  of 
France  in  1697.  Slaves  im- 


ported from  Africa,  planted 
sugar  and  coffee,  result- 
ing in  Haiti's  becoming  the 
world's  richest  colony,  pro- 
viding half  the  globe's  sugar 
and  other  exports  including 
coffee,  cotton,  hardwood 
and  indigo  that  exceeded 
the  value  of  everything  pro- 
duced in  the  US  in  1788. 

The  life  of  a  slave  was  in- 
tolerable; living  conditions 
were  squalid,  disease  was 
rife,  and  beatings  and  abus- 
es led  to  dramatic  slave  up- 
rising that  shook  the  west- 
em  world.  After  12  years  of 
war.  Haiti  finally  defeated 
Napoleon's  forces  in  1804 
and  declared  independence. 
France  demanded  rep- 


arations: 150  million  francs, 
in  gold  in  compensation  for 
the  lost  "property"  -  includ- 
ing slaves  of  French  planta- 
tion owners,  later  reduced 
to  90  million  francs  (over 
$220  million  dollars  in  cur- 
rent US  dollars). 

Haiti  was  the  only 
country  in  which  the  ex- 
slaves  were  expected  to  pay 
a  foreign  government  for 
their  liberty. 

It  is  important  to 
note  here  that  Haiti  was 
further  crippled  by  the 
US-led  international  em- 
bargo in  1825  that  was  en- 
forced by  French  warships. 

The  US  did  not  recognize 
Haiti  until   1 860  because 


of  its  own  concerns  about 
its  slaves  and  the  possibil- 
ity of  a  revolt  on  their  part. 

By  1900,  Haiti  was 
spending  80%  of  its  nation- 
al budget  on  repayments. 

In  order  to  manage  the 
original  reparations,  further 
loans  were  taken  out  -  most- 
ly from  the  US,  Germany 
and  France.  Instead  of  de- 
veloping its  potential,  Haiti 
produced  corrupt  leaders 
throughout  its  history,  most 
of  whom  gave  up  the  insur- 
mountable task  of  trying  to 
fix  the  country  and  looted  it 
instead. 

In  1947.  Haiti  finally 
paid  off  the  original  repara- 
tions, plus  interest.  Doing  so 


left  it  destitute,  corrupt,  di- 
sastrously lacking  in  invest- 
ment and  politically  volatile. 

Haiti  was  trapped  in  a 
downward  spiral,  from 
which  it  was  impossible 
to  escape.  It  remains  hope- 
lessly in  debt  to  this  day. 

Source:  "Times  of 
London"  Cancel  Hai- 
ti's   Debt   Jan    13  2010 

Schiller  Casimir  and 
Frances  R.  Abrams  co-teach 
a  culture  course  on  France 
and  the  French  Caribbean  at 
Western  New  England  Col- 
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In  response  to  "WNEC  Students  Not  So  Accepting" 


Anonymous 


I  must  open  this  re- 
sponse by  stating  that  I  am 
not  a  whaclto  conservative 
activist  with  my  head  bur- 
ied in  the  sand  yelling  "just 
say  no"  at  the  very  mention 
of  leftist  doctrine  nor  do  I 
have  a  propensity  for  play- 
ing Devil's  advocate  at  any 
possible  opportunity. 

However,  the  "WNEC 
Students  Not  So  Accepting" 
article  is  absurd  slander  of 
the  WNEC  student  popula- 
tion. To  categorize  WNEC 
students  as  a  non-accepting 
group  of  elitist  racists  spew- 
ing hate  in  all  directions  is 
both  unfair  and  unwarrant- 
ed. 

It  is  a  fair  assessment 
to  say,  "Prejudice  will  never 
entirely  go  away."  Accep- 
tance of  this  is  key  because 
our  country,  including  the 
piece  of  land  Western  New 
England  College's  campus 
sits  on,  is  not  a  Utopian  Par- 
adise. 

We  need  to  examine 
the  city  of  Springfield  as 


a  whole  to  understand  the 
viewpoint  of  a  typical  stu- 
dent. Springfield  is  a  dan- 
gerous, poverty  stricken 
city  that  often  brings  out  the 
worst  of  people's  opinions. 

We  are  viewed  by  much 
of  the  populous  as  outsiders 
who  drive  our  BMWs  into 
the  "413"  8  months  out  of 
the  year  and  treat  the  city  as 
a  playground  and  will  even- 
tually tell  our  children  about 
when  we  went  "slumming"' 
during  our  college  years. 
Hospitality  is  low  and  hu- 
man nature  is  to  react  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  lack  of  hospitality 
isn't  an  excuse  for  racism, 
which  is  typically  engrained 
in  children  by  their  parents. 
I've  attended  WNEC  for  3 
years  now  and  never  have 
I  seen  a  single  instance  of 
harmful  racist  activity. 

Common  slang  is  a 
part  of  most  "Twenty- 
Something's"  vocabulary 
and  these  words  are  only  as 
powerful  as  you  allow  them 
to  be.  If  the  mere  utterance 
of  the  word  "Nigger"  or 


"Guinea"  is  enough  to  ruin 
your  afternoon,  you  need  to 
look  at  your  priorities,  and 
your  own  self-conscious. 

They  are  just  tasteless 
words  and  punch  lines  of 
the  21"  century  (There  was 
question  as  to  which  centu- 
ry we're  in.  I  looked  it  up. 
You're  Welcome!). 

I'm  not  by  any  means 
justifying  violent  hate 
crimes,  acts  of  vandalism, 
or  hate  speech  directly  ad- 
dressed to  someone  with 
the  hope  of  making  them 
feel  isolated  and  inferior 
1  know  about  the  various 
incidents  cited  in  the  ar- 
ticle and  the  text  grossly 
exaggerates  their  intent  and 
scale. 

It  is  blatant  slander  to 
use  incidents  like  these  to 
categorize  myself,  and  the 
rest  of  the  student  popu- 
lation, as  people  of  poor 
character  I,  for  one,  don't 
appreciate  this  categoriza- 
tion and  am  sure  that  most 
students  would  agree. 

As  WNEC  students, 
we  live  in  a  city  where 


people  don't  mince  words 
or  screw  around.  For  those 
who  are  hurtful,  their  time 
will  come.  If  you  say  some- 
thing derogatory  to  the 
wrong  person  on  the  streets, 
you  will  be  robbed  or  as- 
saulted. But  at  that  point 
who  is  more  wrong;  the  rac- 
ist or  the  thug? 

It  is  this  general  fear 
of  Springfield's  high  crime 
rates  that  keep  WNEC  kids 
cautious  of  going  to  what- 
ever the  underage  drinking 
bar  downtown  is  each  year 
because  of  "gang  initia- 
tions." These  things  aren't 
based  only  on  stereotypes 
but  also  on  reality. 

Springfield  is  a  danger- 
ous place  for  anyone,  espe- 
cially college  students  who 
believe  they  are  invincible. 
Stereotypes  spawn  from 
the  truth  -  but  only  partial 
truths. 

Sometimes  stereotypes 
about  which  end  of  town 
to  stay  out  of  and  which 
people  not  to  talk  to,  like 
those  shaking  with  a  bottle 
of  booze  bv  the  ATM,  are 


helpful  compasses  for  the 
vast  majority  of  WNEC  stu- 
dents who  grew  up  in  sub- 
urbia. 

WNEC  has  yet  to  see 
real  racism  and  to  broadly 
categorize  an  entire  student 
body  in  such  a  demean- 
ing manor  is  insulting  and 
treasonous;  if  you  hate  it  so 
much,  we  bid  you  adieu. 

I've  seen  first  hand  the 
violence  of  gang  initiation, 
the  frequency  of  home  inva- 
sions, and  generally  dealt 
with  the  everyday  pleasant- 
ries of  this  city.  All  things 
considered,  the  level  of  tol- 
erance on  this  campus  is  a 
tremendous  testament  to  the 
level  of  character  in  its  stu- 
dent body  and  I  am  proud  to 
attend  such  a  fine  college. 

We  are  not  racist,  we 
are  cautious,  we  are  experi- 
enced, and  we  will  not  con- 
tinue to  be  taken  advantage 
of  by  the  scum  of  the  earth. 
It  is  not  the  color  of  your 
skin,  but  the  smile  on  your 
face,  that  concerns  WNEC 
students  most. 


Also:  In  response  to  "WNEC  Students  Not  So  Accepting" 


By  Jackie  Clarke 

1  would  like  to  respond 
to  the  article  "WNEC  Stu- 
dents Not  So  Accepting". 
The  issue  at  hand  that  is  a 
prevalent  and  extremely 
touchy  issue  people  are  still 
afraid  to  talk  about  is  rac- 
ism and  racial  slurs.  The 
debate  about  what  is  consid- 
ered a  racial  slur  or  racism 
is  skewed  today  because 
derogatory  words  are  used 
so  often  and  are  commonly 
used  in  everyday  language. 

This  is  partly  due  to  the 
wide  use  of  the  "N-word" 
and  other  racial  slurs  in  the 
music  industry.  Some  have 
suggested  that  this  wide-use 
has  changed  the  meaning  of 
the  "N-word,"  and  made  it 
more  socially  acceptable. 
It's  not  only  certain  types 
of  genres  of  music  or  mu- 
sicians, but  people  in  the 
media  industry  as  well. 
There  have  been  too  many 
instances  to  name,  but  a  re- 
cent one  that  sticks  out  was 
Don  Imus  and  his  racial 
slur  about  African  Ameri- 
can female  athletes  on  a 
basketball  team,  resulting 
in  his  termination.  This  is 
what  should  be  happening 


racism 

hurts 

everyone 


•liminatins  raci 


Pin\  Willi  this  logo  were 
being  passed  out  in  the  Cam- 
pus Center  last  week. 

Image:  Google 

because  people  should  be 
punished  for  their  actions 
because  they  are  offending 
other  people.  Try  walking 
in  somebody  else's  shoes? 
If  it  were  me,  I  would  be 
absolutely  angry  and  would 
want  that  person  terminated 
on  grounds  of  social  injus- 
tice. It  doesn't  matter  if  you 
mean  it  or  not,  or  how  com- 
monly it  is  used  today  or  if 


everyone  else  uses  those 
words  and  that  type  of  lan- 
guage. This  doesn't  justify 
anything  or  make  anyone 
feel  good;  it  only  furthers 
the  racial  boundaries  that 
still  exist  in  our  coimtry. 

In  regards  to  WNEC 
students  and  their  accep- 
tance, it  is  not  all  WNEC 
students,  which  is  what  the 
previous  article  stated.  I 
think  it  is  important  to  rec- 
ognize that  the  anonymous 
writer  said  NOT  ALL  STU- 
DENTS because  he/she  is 
not  speaking  for  everyone. 
The  writer  is  merely  recog- 
nizing that  this  is  an  issue 
on  campus  that  should  be 
addressed  because  he/she 
has  obviously  heard  a  lot  of 
this  type  of  language  free- 
ly tossed  around  amongst 
peers.  WNEC  is  an  insti- 
tution that  is  known  for  its 
academics,  leadership,  and 
providing  a  diverse  stu- 
dent body.  It  is  a  very  well 
known  school  that  provides 
many  opportunities  to  its 
students.  However,  as  a 
student  leader,  when  I  over- 
hear things  that  people  talk 
about  and  the  language  they 
use  on  some  occasions,  it 
disappoints  me. 


Going  to  college  is  a 
place  to  be  yourself  and 
adapt  and  learn  about  dif- 
ferent types  of  people  be- 
cause, let's  face  it,  in  the 
real  world  everyone  will  be 
dealing  with  people  unlike 
themselves.  Nobody  is  the 
same.  The  fact  that  people 
are  blinded  by  ignorance 
and  stereotypes  today  when 
our  generation  is  suppose  to 
be  the  generation  of  change 
is  horrible.  Knowing  that 
people  still  use  terminol- 
ogy used  so  long  ago  to  de- 
fame another  person  is  bad 
and  the  fact  that  our  gen- 
eration uses  language  like 
that  is  uncalled  for  Some 
people  may  think  that  just 
because  WNEC  is  situated 
in  one  of  the  toughest  cities 
in  the  nation  that  has  a  high 
crime  rate  and  gangs  justi- 
fies this,  but  it  doesn't.  Just 
because  we  see  someone 
that  may  fit  the  stereotype 
of  a  criminal  doesn't  mean 
they  are  a  criminal.  If  they 
are  engaging  in  suspicious 
activity,  that  is  one  thing, 
but  if  not  then  leave  them 
alone.  We  are  a  society  that 
is  too  quick  to  judge  some- 
one based  on  the  stereo- 
types that  are  prophesized 


about  people.  Just  because 
Springfield,  MA  is  known 
for  its  higher  crime  rate  and 
gang  initiations  doesn't  give 
any  person  or  student  the 
right  to  call  someone  a  ra- 
cial slur  Defending  and  try- 
ing to  protect  yourself  from 
crimes  and  gang  violence  is 
a  totally  difTerent  scenario 
which  does  not  involve  or 
justify  the  use  of  racial  slurs 
or  racial  comments  that  are 
heard  by  SOME  students  on 
this  campus.  It's  simply  not 
the  answer 

Be  mindful  of  what  you 
say.  How  would  you  feel  if 
someone  was  demeaning 
your  nationality  or  that  of 
your  fi"iend  or  family  mem- 
ber? Is  the  environment  or 
modem  day  semantics  an 
excuse?  "Everyone  says 
it"  is  a  weak  and  cowardly 
excuse  to  try  to  justify  what 
SOME  are  saying  as  ok.  It 
isn't  ok.  Being  mindful  of 
what  we  say  and  how  we 
act  towards  one  another  is 
the  first  step  to  breaking 
down  the  problem  of  racial 
injustice  and  prejudice  in 
our  country  and,  even  in  our 
own  community,  in  order 
to  make  everyone  feel  ac- 
cepted. 


SPORTS 


Are  baseball  games  dragged  out? 


By  Anthony  Cahill 


"They're  two  of  the 
best  teams  ir\  baseball.  Why 
are  they  playing  the  slow- 
est? ...  It's  pathetic  and  em- 
barrassing. They  take  too 
long  to  play." 

Those  are  the  words 
of  Joe  West,  one  of  the 
home  plate  umpires  for  the 
opening  season  series  be- 
tween the  Red  Sox  and  the 
Yankees.  As  a  Red  Sox  fan 
1  have  no  problem  watching 
the  two  teams  play  as  long 
as  they  want.  However,  the 
difference  of  interests  be- 
tween a  diehard  fan  of  one 
of  these  teams  and  an  aver- 
age working  class  person  is 
where  the  problem  lies. 

"If  I'm  paying  top 
dollar  to  go  to  the  games, 
I  want  to  see  as  much  ac- 
tion as  I  can,"  says  Garrett 
Cagna,  avid  Yankee  fan  and 


student  here  at  WNEC. 

"Plus  baseball  play- 
ers work  three  hour  days. 
If  the  game  goes  five  hours 
they're  still  working  much 
less  than  most  people." 

It  seems  to  me  that 
the  players  aren't  the  ones 
having  a  problem  with 
this.  With  the  Red  Sox  and 
Yankees  having  some  of 
the  most  selective  hitters 
in  baseball,  these  games 
are  expected  to  go  longer 
than  usual.  Also,  with  their 
matchup  being  arguably 
the  most  intriguing  one  in 
sports,  the  game  being  on 
network  television  for  an 
extended  period  of  time 
doesn't  sound  like  much  of 
an  issue  to  anybody  making 
money  off  of  it. 

So  who,  other  than  that 
portly  umpire,  is  complain- 
ing? The  other  side  of  the 
spectrum  does  make  a  com 


pelling  point: 

"For  working  class 
people  and  kids  it  becomes 
an  issue,"  says  phonathon 
director  and  mother  Chris- 
tine Kervian.  "When  the 
games  go  on  too  long,  they 
can't  stay  up  so  late." 

One  student  said, 
"There  are  too  many  cour- 
tesies given  in  the  game  to- 
day," referring  to  the  num- 
ber of  times  batters  step 
out  of  the  batters  box.  "I'm 
pretty  sure  the  spit  is  still 
on  David  Ortiz's  gloves 
thirty  seconds  after  he  does 
it  the  first  time." 

But  isn't  that  why 
baseball  purists  love  the 
game?  The  superstitions, 
the  laid-back  pace,  the  "it's 
a  marathon  not  a  race" 
mentality  that  embodies  the 
game? 

"I  like  baseball  be- 
cause it's  not  a  'run  out 


the  clock'  game",  Says  Jon 
Petruzzi,  reiterating  90  per- 
cent of  the  students  I  spoke 
to.  "If  you're  down  by  2  in 
the  bottom  of  the  ninth,  it's 
great  that  you  can't  run  out 
of  time.  You're  given  your 
opportunity  to  score,  and  ei- 
ther you're  good  enough  to 
do  it  or  you're  not." 

Baseball  has  a  unique 
fan  base,  and  it  is  a  direct 
result  of  how  different  it  is 
than  the  other  major  Ameri- 
can sports.  There  are  slight 
rule  changes  such  as  limit- 
ing the  amount  of  times  a 
catcher  visits  the  mound 
in  an  inning  that  could  be 
worked  in  just  fine.  But  sug- 
gesting a  wider  strike  zone 
or  some  kind  of  a  time  limit 
for  a  pitcher  to  throw  the 
ball  is  outrageous.  As  un- 
sportsmanlike as  it  sounds, 
preventing  a  player  from 
taking  a  break  after  every- 


thing he  does  goes  against 
what  baseball  stands  for. 

The  bottom  line  is  this: 
the  game  is  getting  longer; 
and  you  can  blame  the  um- 
pires for  having  tight  strike 
zones  when  they  want  to, 
or  even  the  "Moneyball" 
mindset  and  the  art  of 
"pitch-watching"  that  has 
resulted  (Hi,  Nick  Johnson). 
But  the  players  are  also  be- 
coming more  talented,  and  I 
know  I  still  find  myself  ap- 
preciating a  fifteen  pitch  at 
bat  when  the  batter  finally 
outworks  the  pitcher  for  a 
base  hit.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  some  working  class 
people  are  unable  to  watch 
some  late  games,  but  most  if 
not  all  baseball  fanatics  will 
agree:  1  like  the  game  just 
the  way  it  is. 


Theo  Epstein  visits  WNEC  for  "2010  Hit  a  Home  Run" 
Charity  Breakfast 


By  Katie  Guerra 

On  Wednesday,  April 
21st,  the  'VTvlCA  of  Great- 
er Springfield  hosted  Red 
Sox  general  manager,  Theo 
Epstein,  at  Western  New 
England  College  during  it's 
"2010  Hit  a  Home  Run" 
charity  breakfast. 

The  annual  charity 
breakfast  raises  money  for  a 
variety  of  YMCA  programs 
in  eleven  Massachusetts 
towns.  All  donations  made 
during  the  charity  breakfast, 
including  the  auction  after- 
ward, go  to  the  YMCA  and 
"the  people  there  who  need 
it  the  most,"  said  Jeff'  Sal- 
tier, President  and  Founder 
of  NUVO  Bank.  NUVO 
Bank  helped  sponsor  the 
event  through  a  $2,500  do- 
nation. 

Despite  a  late-night 
win  the  day  before,  Mr. 
Epstein  and  entourage  -  in- 
cluding Red  Sox  announcer 
and  Agawam  native  Carl 
Beane  -  made  their  way  to 
the  Alumni  Healthful  Liv- 
ing Center  [AHLC]  at  just- 
past  seven  in  the  morning. 

Epstein  explained  that 
there  has  been  a  "bit  of  a 
tradition"  of  having  some- 
one affiliated  with  the  Red 
Sox  speak  at  the  charity 


Theo  Epstein 

Image:  Katie  Guerra 
breakfast.  "Anytime  we  can 
find  a  great  cause  and  use 
the  passion  that  fans  have 
for  Red  Sox  nation  to  help 
other  great  causes  raise 
money,  it  seems  natural," 
said  Epstein. 

In  2009,  Boston  Red 
Sox  pitcher  Tim  Wakefield 
spoke  at  the  event,  encour- 
aging attendees  to  give  back 
to  their  communities.  In 
2007,  Red  Sox  chief  oper- 
ating officer  Mike  Dee  and 
Red  Sox  Foundafion  senior 
vice-president  Meg  Vail- 
lancourt  chaired  the  'VTVICA 
breakfast  -  raising  nearly 
$250,000  for  youth  pro- 
grams. This  year's  goal  is  to 


raise  over  $300,000. 

Sattler  states  that  the 
YMCA  helps  to  "fill  the 
gaps  in  society,  and  make 
sure  people  grow  up  the 
right  way,  with  the  right 
assistance."  This  includes 
providing  facilities  for  kids 
and  adults  to  exercise,  op- 
erating food  shelters  and 
even  low  income  housing. 
"We've  got  some  build- 
ings where  the  elderly  live. 
Without  the  YMCA,  a  lot 
of  the  elderly  [there]  would 
be  out  on  the  street,  or  in  a 
nursing  home." 

The  YMCA  also  has 
programs  outside  of  urban 
areas.  "Many  people  think 


of  the  'Y'  as  just  a  city  thing 
but  that's  not  true.  We  go 
wherever  there  are  those 
kinds  of  needs,  and  provide 
services  to  people  who  need 
it."  Combafing  rural  pov- 
erty is  sometimes  more  dif- 
ficult as  people  are  less  apt 
to  see  it. 

The  funding  for  many 
of  these  programs  comes 
from  different  local  busi- 
nesses. "We  feel  a  respon- 
sibility to  help  those  in  the 
community."  said  Sattler, 
"this  way,  when  we  give 
money,  it  goes  right  to  the 
heart  [of  the  need]." 

Giving  back  to  the  com- 
munity -  and  the  YMCA  - 
is  important  to  Mr.  Epstein. 
Both  he  and  his  twin  brother 
Paul  went  to  the  "Y"  as  kids 
in  AUston-Brookline. 

In  2005,  the  Epstein 
brothers  started  the  "Foun- 
dation to  Be  Named  Lat- 
er" sending  nearly  three 
thousand  kids  to  Red  Sox 
and  Celtics  games  free-of- 
charge.  The  Foundation  has 
been  integral,  says  Epstein, 
in  directing  their  family's 
passion  toward  supporting 
disadvantaged  kids  in  the 
Boston  area. 

Epstein  also  praised 
other  Boston-area  chari- 
ties for  "stepping  up  to  the 


plate"  to  combat  poverty 
and  homelessness,  includ- 
ing Horizons  for  Home- 
less Children  and  Safe  Ha- 
vens for  Homeless  Moms. 
"There  just  aren't  enough 
government  programs  for 
homeless  families,"  Ep- 
stein said.  "It's  amazing 
just  how  widespread  of 
a  neighborhood  problem 
homelessness  is." 

The  YMCA,  he  stat- 
ed, is  one  of  many  "non- 
profits that  do  the  most 
fiindamental  work  in  our 
society,  to  strengthen  fam- 
ilies, strengthen  kids,  and 
strengthen  community." 
It's  important,  he  contin- 
ued, to  channel  our  pas- 
sion towards  baseball  for 
worthwhile  causes  -  such 
as  ending  homelessness 
and  hunger. 

Epstein  autographed 
several  items  to  be  bid  on, 
including  guitars  and  team 
photos.  During  the  course 
of  the  auction,  Epstein, 
realizing  that  some  of  the 
items  were  not  being  bid 
upon,  offered  up  Red  Sox 
tickets  for  two  games.  The 
winning  bid  could  watch 
the  games  from  the  com- 
fort of  the  general  manag- 
ers seat. 
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by  Linda  Thistle 


6 

4 

1 

3 

8 

2 

9 

5 

1 

7 

9 

6 

9 

3 

5 

4 

4 

3 

2 

7 

2 

4 

8 

5 

7 

6 

2 

8 

4 

9 

7 

3 

5 

1 

3 

6 

e  a  number  in  th9  empty  boxes  In  such  a  way 
iich  row  aaoss.  ea^  column  oown  ana  eacri 
smal)  9'bo»  square  con  lams  all  ot  lha 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  « 


*  Moderate   **  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOY! 


The  Westerner  Needs  More  Writers! 

Do  you  have  strong  opinions?  Do  you  like  writing?  Do  you  ever  wish  you  were  involved 
on  campus???  If  you  answered  yes  to  any  of  those  questions  joining  The  Westerner  Staff 
may  be  jusi  the  right  thing  for  you.  Whether  you  arc  an  accomplished  journalist  or  just 
someone  looking  to  make  their  voice  heard. 

If  you  arc  interested  in  joining  come  to  the  next  mceling  ur  send  an  c-muil  to  Ihi 
Meeting  Time; 

Tue\duys(a  7 PM  in  Rivers  Room  IIIH  
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ATHLETICS 


RECORDS 


Men's  Lacrosse: 

Wins:  1 2 
Losses:5 
Ties:0 


Women's 
Lacrosse: 

Wins:  1 1 
Losses:  7 
Ties: 0 


Men's  Tennis: 

Wins:  9 
Losses:  9 
Ties:  0 


Baseball: 

Wins:  33 
Losses:  9 
Ties:  0 


Softball: 

Wins:  26 
Losses:  19 
Ties:  1 


Congratulations  to  all  WNEC  sports  teams 
on  a  great  Spring  2010  Season!! 
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WNEC  Gets  New  Turf  and  New  Traditions 


By  Canio  Carlucci 

On  Tuesday  Sep- 
tember 21,  2010  WNEC 
held  an  unveiling  of  the  bear 
ceremony  in  Golden  Bear 
Stadium  to  introduce  the 
new  turf  to  the  campus,  as 
well  as  launch  a  new  cam- 
pus pride  day  tradition. 

The  ceremony  was 
far  more  significant  than 
simply  displaying  the  new 
turf;  a  strong  emphasis  was 
placed  on  the  Importance  of 
civility  and  diversity  on  the 
WNEC  campus.  Speeches 
by  several  prominent  fig- 
ures in  the  WNEC  commu- 
nity including  Dr.  Steffes 
and  Dr.  Caprio  touched  on 
the  importance  of  mutual 
respect  between  members  of 

Continued  on  Page  3. 


The  beginning  of  a  new  field,  as  well  as  a  new  campus  pride  day  tradition. 
Image:  Canio  Carlucci 


GBTV  is  Kick-Starting  the  Golden  Age  of  WNEC  Television 


By  Brian  Raftery 

If  you  have  channel 
surfed  here  at  WNEC  since 
last  spring,  a  new  station 
has  likely  sparked  your  cu- 
riosity; Channel  8.2,  or  in 
other  words,  GBTV. 

When  the  college 
switched  to  the  new  cable 
system  last  spring,  two 
more  college  stations  be- 
came available  (8.2  and 
8.3),  opening  the  door  for 
an  entire  channel  dedicated 
to  student-produced  pro- 
gramming. After  a  lengthy 
hiatus.  Golden  Bear  Televi- 
sion (GBTV)  was  resurrect- 
ed. We  can  thank  four  en- 
terprising students  for  this 
revival:  Chris  Morgan,  Matt 
Nam,  Dave  Cicero,  and  Tim 
Whetstone. 

If  you've  checked  out 
GBTV  already  you've  prob- 
ably noticed  a  wide  array  of 
programming,  from  spe- 
ciarimprov  on  the  Rocks 
performances,  to  student- 
produced  music  videos,  to 
news  reports  fi-om  our  own 
broadcasting  students.  Pro- 
grams and  news  reports  are 
snot  both  on  location  and 
in  WNEC's  state  of  the  art 
television  studio,  which 
boasts  a  cutting  edge  graph- 
ics suite,  HIT  cameras,  a 

treen  screen,  and  more, 
ome  exciting  new  in-stu- 
dio  programming  you  can 
look  forward  to  include  a 
GBTV  special  that  will  take 


Make  sure  not  10  miss  any  of  GBTVs  programming  this 
semester! 

Image:  Brian  Raftery 


you  behind  the  scenes  of  the 
station,  brand  new  Improv 
on  the  Rocks  performances, 
WNEC  news  specials,  pro- 
files of  WNEX:  students, 
talk  shows,  and  replays  of 
your  favorite  Golden  Bear 
athletic  performances.  So 
make  sure  to  keep  checking 
for  new  programming  in  the 
coming  weeks  and  months. 
As  GBTV  continues  to 


grow  it  looks  to  attract  more 
people  who  may  have  an  in- 
terest in  television,  but  have 
been  hesitant  to  take  that  in- 
terest further.  Club  advisor 
Eric  Zahm  believes  the  as- 
cension of  the  channel  will 
inspire  students. 

"8.2  provides  an  outlet 
for  student  productions  and 
will  hopefully  encourage 
people  to  think  about  start- 


ing their  own  programs." 
Zahm  said,  "One  of  the 
great  things  about  the  chan- 
nel is  thai  it  provides  a  fo- 
rum for  local  productions 
to  be  distributed  to  a  larger 
campus  community". 

GBTV  General  Man- 
ager and  WNEC  sopho- 
more Chris  Morgan  stated, 
"Everyone  should  tune  in 
not  only  to  keep  up  with 
upcoming  campus  events, 
news  stories,  and  entertain- 
ing shows,  but  to  see  your 
friends  on  TV". 

If  you  have  an  idea  for 
a  program  that  you  have  cre- 
ated and  would  like  to  air,  or 
if  you  would  like  to  join  the 
club,  you  can  contact  Chris 
Morgan  at  cm298974@ 
wnec.edu  or  at  gbtv@wnec. 
edu.  Walk-ins  are  welcome 
too. 

"You  can  also  feel  free 
to  drop  by  the  TV  studio  on 
the  ground  floor  of  the  li- 
brary. We're  more  than  will- 
ing to  listen  to  ideas",  Zahm 
encouraged. 

GBTV  club  meetings 
are  at  5: 1 5  every  Monday  in 
the  TV  studio. 

Big  things  are  happen- 
ing at  GBTV  and  a  wealth 
ofnew  programming  should 
be  hitting  the  airwaves  soon. 
So  keep  your  eyes  peeled 
for  exciting  news,  sports, 
and  entertainment  starring 
your  very  own  classmates 
and  friends.  Don't  miss  out! 
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The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Westerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 


By  Alexandra  Carter 

WNEC  will  be  cel- 
ebrating homecoming 
weekend  on  October  1^ 
through  October  3rd  this 
year,  and  the  Campus  Ac- 
tivities Board  (CAB)  has 
been  busy  preparing  for  the 
event.  CAB  is  a  student  run 
group  that  takes  pride  in  or- 
ganizing social  events  on 
campus.  They  work  hard  to 
make  campus  life  as  inter- 
esting and  fun  as  possible. 

Homecoming  will  be 
upon  us  in  a  few  weeks,  and 
CAB  already  has  several 
events  planned.  On  Friday, 
October  1st.  they  will  be 
hosting  "A  Walk  Through 
the  Eras."  It  will  take  place 
in  the  Rock  from  9pm-12am. 
Throughout  the  Rock,  sta- 


Tracking  Homecoming 


tions  will  be  set  up.  Stu- 
dents will  feel  like  they're 
taking  a  walk  through  the 
decades.  The  50's,  60's, 
70's,  80's,  and  90's  will  be 
represented.  Students  will 
be  invited  to  tie  dye,  paint 
their  own  flower  pots,  make 
spin  art  Frisbees,  and  get  air 
brush  tattoos,  among  other 
activites. 

Saturday,  October  2nd 
bring  the  bulk  of  the  home- 
coming festivities.  Many 
of  the  WNEC  sports  teams 
have  home  games  that  day. 
The  competitions  start  at 
11:00am,  when  the  Men's 
soccer  team  takes  on  the 
University  of  New  England. 
The  woman's  tennis  team 
then  plays  against  Eastern 
Nazarenes  College  at  noon. 


Go  Green,  Go  Big,  Go  Home!! 


By  Chantel  Branco 

Petitions  have  been 
turned  in,  votes  have  been 
cast,  and  the  2010  Resi- 
dence Hall  Association 
elections  are  over.  Congrats 
to  all  participants! 

On  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber 21,  the  RHA  Executive 
Board  hosted  Hall  Coun- 
cil elections,  making  this 
the  second  year  in  a  row  to 
"go  green."  In  an  effort  to 
be  more  environmentally 
friendly,  E-board  members 
sent  out  e-mails,  called 
cell  phones,  ran  through 
the  halls,  and  knocked  on 
doors,  while  residents  com- 
pleted the  voting  process 
entirely  through  Manhattan. 
The  goal  was  to  use  as  little 
paper  and  get  as  much  resi- 
dent participation  as  pos- 
sible, certainly  both  were 
achieved.  They  maintained 
a  no-tum-away  policy  al- 
lowing all  those  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  election  to 
have  a  position. 

This  year  voter  turnout 
was  pretty  good,  generating 
about  "45-50%  of  all  resi- 
dents" commented  Danielle 
Remigio,  Vice  President  of 
the  RHA  E-board. 

This  year  RHA  is  tak- 
ing bigger  steps  to  improve 
residence  life,  making  sure 
that  all  members  are  com- 
mitted to  further  improv- 
ing resident  advocacy  and 
participation  campus-wide. 
They  are  the  second  largest 


student  run  organization  on 
campus  and  their  ambition 
is  to  work  with  students  liv- 
ing on  campus  to  provide 
the  best  resident  experience 
possible. 

As  one  of  the  three  larg- 
est groups  on  campus,  RHA 
is  making  an  impact.  Bigger 
events,  more  collaborations, 
and  further  involvement  are 
already  in  this  year's  plan  to 
make  what  we  want  happen. 
In  addition  to  putting  on 
more  residential  programs, 
RHA  is  creating  more  com- 
munity service  opportuni- 
ties. They  are  also  teaming 
up  with  other  WNEC  clubs 
and  organizations  to  put  on 
bigger  and  better  events  in 
hopes  of  generating  more 
interest  throughout  the  cam- 
pus. 

This  year,  RHA  has  al- 
ready hosted  and  co-hosted 
two  very  successful  events: 
RHA  Superhero  Bingo  and 
the  RHA  and  CAB  Drive- 
In-Movie.  Both  events  were 
enthusiastically  attended, 
bringing  out  many  students, 
new  and  old,  for  a  great  start 
of  term.  Within  the  next 
couple  of  weeks  all  RHA 
members  will  be  working 
to  put  on  upcoming  events 
such  as  the  Bed  Race,  and 
Trick  or  Treat. 

Looking  back  at  past 
events  we  can  count  on 
RHA  to  deliver  a  good 
time,  so  be  sure  to  come  out 
and  support  your  local  hall 
council. 


The  spotlight  then  turns  to 
the  Football  team  and  their 
game  against  Salve  Regi- 
na  College  at  1 :00pm.  At 
1:30pm,  the  woman's  soc- 
cer team  plays  University 
of  New  England.  The  day 
concludes  when  the  Field 
Hockey  team  competes 
against  Nichols  College  at 
6:00pm.  A  complete  sports 
schedule  can  be  found  on 
the  WNEC  Athletics  web- 
site. So  be  sure  to  go  to 
the  games  and  cheer  on  the 
Golden  Bears! 

There  will  also  be 
activities  near  the  athletic 
fields  on  Saturday.  CAB 
will  be  setting  up  carnival 
games  in  the  parking  lot 
near  the  fields.  Prizes  will 
also  be  given  away,  includ- 
ing free  t-shirts. 

Saturday  night,  the 
CAB  comedy  crew  takes 
over.  CAB  is  proud  to  pres- 
ent Hal  Sparks.  Sparks  is  a 
young  comedian  known  for 
his  appearance  on  several 
television  programs  and  his 
roles  in  several  memorable 
movies.  He  can  be  seen  on 


VHI's  "I  Love  the"  series 
and  CNN's  "Mad  Money", 
for  example.  He  can  also  be 
seen  costarring  in  movies 
such  as  "Dude,  Where's  my 
Car?"  and  "Dickie  Roberts, 
Former  Child  Star."  Sparks 
is  sure  to  put  on  a  very  en- 
tertaining performance.  He 
can  be  seen  at  8:00pm  in  the 
AHLC.  The  show  is  free, 
but  students  must  bring 
their  WNEC  ID'S.  Students 
are  also  allowed  to  bring 
guests. 

Homecoming  prom- 
ises to  be  fun  and  exciting 
this  year,  thanks  to  the  hard 
work  of  the  Campus  Ac- 
tivities Board.  CAB  can 
be  followed  on  Facebook, 
so  "like"  their  page  for  up- 
dates and  information  about 
what  is  happening  on  cam- 
pus. Students  interested  in 
joining  CAB  can  get  infor- 
mation on  this  page,  or  can 
talk  to  any  current  mem- 
bers. Homecoming  is  right 
around  the  comer,  and  it  is 
looking  to  be  another  great 
CAB  success. 


SMART  Active  for  2010 


By  Canio  Carlucci 

As  of  October  2010  fall 
semester,  the  Sexual  Mis- 
conduct Advocate  Response 
Team  (SMART)  is  once 
again  active  on  campus. 

SMART  is  a  peer  orga- 
nization comprised  of  both 
male  and  female  under- 
graduate students  who  are 
trained  in  providing  person- 
able support  to  those  who 
have  been  affected  by  any 
form  of  sexual  misconduct, 
sexual  assault,  or  rape.  This 
includes  both  peers  and/or 
friends  alike. 

At  times,  it  can  be 
difficuU  to  talk  to  a  room- 
mate or  a  friend  about  sex- 
ual assauU.  SMART  recog- 
nizes this  and  that  Is  why  all 
interactions  with  a  SMART 
member  are  kept  complete- 
ly confidential.  Calling  al- 
lows a  student  to  have  a  safe 
place  to  talk  and  learn  about 
the  various  options  avail- 
able to  them.  A  SMART 
member  can  also  assist  and 
provide  advocacy  to  an  indi- 
vidual with  his  or  her  cho- 
sen course  of  action  if  he  or 
she  wishes. 


With  sexual  mis- 
conduct being  an  issue  on 
campuses  across  the  nation. 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege is  doing  its  part  to  raise 
awareness  and  provide  as- 
sistance to  those  affected  by 
it. 

President  of  SMART, 
Chris  Nuhfer,  states  that, 
"Havine  an  organization 
like  SMART  tells  me  that 
the  WNEC  community 
cares  about  having  a  sexu- 
ally safe  campus." 

The  Sexual  Miscon- 
duct Advocate  Response 
team  aims  to  educate  stu- 
dents on  campus  about 
sexual  misconduct,  sexual 
assault,  and  rape,  as  well  as 
raising  awareness  of  the  sit- 
uation and  assist  those  who 
are  seeking  help  or  advice. 

A  SMART  repre- 
sentative is  available  24/7 
and  would  be  happy  to 
speak  with  anyone  includ- 
ing friends,  family,  and  sur- 
vivors alike  seeking  advice 
or  support.  A  representative 
is  available  via  phone  at 
413-575-7194  and  e-mail  at 
smart@wnec.edu. 
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BEAR  Olympics:  First  Year  Kickoff  Event 


By  Jackie  Clarke 

Western  New  England 
College's  6""  annual  BEAR 
Olympics  were  held  on  Sun- 
day, September  12, 2010,  the 
kickoff  event  for  the  BEAR 
program.  So  what  are  the 
BEAR  Program  and  BEAR 
Olympics?  The  BEAR 
(Building  Experiences 
Among  Residents)  Program 
is  designed  to  transition  the 
first  year  students  by  provid- 
ing them  with  programs  to 
enhance  student  engagement 
within  the  WNEC  com- 
munity. By  attending  these 
programs  in  the  different  ar- 
eas of  exploration,  students 
receive  incentive  points 
(BEAR  Points)  that  go  to- 
wards their  housing  selec- 
tion for  the  next  year.  Area 
Coordinator  of  Traditional 
Housing,  John  Mayo,  stated, 
"The  BEAR  Olympics  is  a 
daylong  set  of  events  that 
set  the  first  year  buildings 


against  each  other  to  win  the 
coveted  BEAR  Olympics 
Trophy.  After  weeks  of  get- 
ting to  know  each  other,  the 
BEAR  Olympics  helps  the 
students  solidify  the  bond 
that  they  have  built  with 
one  another.  In  the  past  it 
was  known  as  the  Freshman 
Olympics.  We  changed  the 
name  to  help  introduce  them 
to  the  BEAR  program". 

The  BEAR  Olympics 
was  an  all  day  ordeal,  or- 
ganized by  the  Traditional 
Area  Resident  Advisors  and 
Supervisors  in  the  buildings 
of  Berkshire,  Common- 
wealth, Franklin,  Hampden, 
and  Windham.  Resident 
Managers  were  in  charge 
of  publicizing  the  program. 
Resident  Directors  sched- 
uled each  individual  event, 
the  Area  Coordinator  super- 
vised the  entire  program, 
and  the  Resident  Advisors 
were  stationed  at  each  of 


the  individual  events.  At 
Ipm,  the  Resident  Advi- 
sors hyped  up  all  of  their 
residents  in  their  specific 
residence  halls  by  helping 
them  get  registered,  paint- 
ing their  faces  and  getting 
their  hall  t-shirts.  Individ- 
ual events  went  from  2-5 
pm,  which  included  voile' 


ball,  tug  of  war,  dodge  ball, 
musical  chairs,  pie  eating 
relay,  water  balloon  toss, 
and  pop  culture  trivia.  Af- 
ter the  events  were  over,  the 
residents  ate  dinner  and  the 
BEAR  Trophy  was  present- 
ed to  the  winning  team. 

After  all  the  scores  of 
each  event  had  been  tal- 


lied up.  Franklin  Hall  won 
the  BEAR  Trophy  for  2010. 
The  second  place  build- 
ing was  Windham  Hall, 
third  place  Commonwealth 
Hall,  fourth  place  Hamp- 
den Hall,  and  last  place 
Berkshire  Hall.  This  year's 
winner.  Franklin  Hall,  has 
won  the  BEAR  Olympics 
more  than  any  other  build- 
ing in  the  past  six  years  the 
BEAR  Olympics  have  been 
held,  claiming  their  third 
win.  Upon  the  finale  of  the 
BEAR  Olympics,  Resident 
Director  of  Commonwealth 
Hall,  Kymberly  Wood  stat- 
ed, "Each  of  the  buildings 
showed  great  sportsman- 
ship during  the  events  and 
had  a  lot  of  enthusiasm 
throughout  the  entire  day  in 
each  event". 


mm 

Franklin  was  victorious  in  the  BEAR  Olympics  this  year 
Image:  John  Mayo 
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Turf  and  traditions  continued. 


our  campus  and  how  people 
should  be  recognized  for 
their  individual  identity. 

From  here  on  Campus 
Pride  Day  will  be  a  celebra- 
tion not  only  of  WNEC's 
outstanding  campus  and 
athletic  programs,  but  of 
its  community  as  a  whole. 
It  will  be  a  yearly  opportu- 
nity for  students  and  facul- 
ty to  express  their  pride  in 
WNEC  and  the  fact  that  it  is 
a  school  that  will  accept  and 
embrace  you  simply  for  be- 
ing you. 

The  afternoon  start- 
ed with  a  picnic  and  ended 
with  the  uncovering  of  the 
bear  by  a  large  group  of 
campus  leaders  and  repre- 
sentatives. Dr  Steflfes,  who 
was  the  driving  force  be- 
hind organizing  the  event 
and    setting    up  Campus 


Pride  Day  gave  an  opening 
speech  once  the  ceremony 
began.  She  was  followed  by 
Michael  Theulen,  the  Direc- 
tor of  Athletics;  Kevin  Del- 
bridge,  a  WNEC  Alum  cur- 
rently sitting  as  the  head  of 
our  board  of  Trustees;  and 
the  final  speech  was  given 
by  Dn  Caprio  who  reflected 
on  our  campus  and  the  sig- 
nificance of  our  new  cam- 
pus pride  tradition. 

The  ceremony  was 
concluded  by  the  unveiling 
of  the  Golden  Bear  logo  in 
the  center  of  the  new  turf  in 
Golden  Bear  Stadium  and 
everyone  singing  the  Cam- 
pus Fight  Song.  All  in  all  it 
was  a  great  ceremony  kick- 
ing off  a  new  tradition  that 
will  ensure  we  will  never 
forget  what  makes  WNEC 
so  special. 
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EWERTAmMENT 


By  Hannah  Berling 


Laughter.  music, 
crafts,  friends,  and  fiin  are 
just  a  few  of  the  highlights 
that  were  part  of  CAB's 
opening  weekend. 

The  Campus  Activi- 
ties Board  utilized  the  long 
Labor  Day  weekend  to  bring 
a  comedian  and  a  concert  to 
the  Western  New  England 
College  campus.  Comedian 
Dean  Edwards  was  the  high- 
light on  Saturday  night  giv- 
ing everyone  in  attendance  a 
good  laugh.  CAB  followed 
up  with  the  fun  on  Sunday 
when  they  hosted  WNEC 
Palooza,  the  highlight  of 
which  was  Ryan  Cabrera. 

Dean  Edwards  per- 
formed his  stand-up  comedy 
in  front  of  a  large  crowd  that 
responded  to  his  jokes  and 
impressions  with  laughter 
and  applause.  At  one  point 
during  the  show  Edwards' 
impression  of  actor  Den- 
zel  Washington  impressed 
some  students  so  much  that 
they  began  to  shout  other 
names  at  him  to  see  if  he 
could  emulate  other  well- 
known  celebrities.  Along 
with  the  Denzel  Washington 
impression,  the  biggest  ap- 
plause went  to  his  impres- 
sion of  fellow  comedian 
Chris  Rock. 

Chris  Milanesi, 
CAB  Comedy  chairper- 
son stated,  "Dean  Edwards 
was  an  extremely  success- 


CAB  Starts  the  Year  with  a  Bang 


CAB  entertained  students 
Photos:  Hannah  Berling 
ftil  event  and  a  great  way 
to  kick  off  of  the  semester 
I  hope  that  the  great  atten- 
dance not  only  continues 
but  also  increases". 

The  next  day,  CAB 
transformed  Common- 
wealth lawn  into  a  concert 
venue  that  hosted  three  mu- 
sical acts.  The  first  act  of 
the  day  was  Farewell  Terra, 
an  alternative  band  hailing 
from  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York.  They  were  followed 


by  bringing  comedian  Dean  Edwards  and  singer  Ryan  Cabrera  to  campus. 


by  former  American  Idol  con- 
testant Jackie  Tohn.  The  high- 
light of  the  event  was  musi- 
cian Ryan  Cabrera  who,  even 
though  he  was  feeling  a  little 
under  the  weather,  performed 
some  of  his  well-known  hits 
for  the  WNEC  crowd  in  atten- 
dance. The  event  also  featured 
a  myriad  of  crafts  such  as  tie- 
dying,  aquarium  building,  and 
a  giant  slide  that  students  en- 
joyed all  day  long. 


CAB  Small  Con- 
certs chairperson  Jackie 
Buczkowski  could  not  have 
been  more  pleased  with  the 
success  of  the  event.  "It  was 
an  awesome  way  to  start 
the  year  It  was  better  than 
I  ever  could  have  imagined 
and  everyone  that  I  saw 
had  a  good  lime  which  just 
made  it  so  much  better  I 
hope  everyone  that  attended 
had  a  good  time,  even  if  the 


music  wasn't  their  preferred 
genre."  Buczkowski  stated 
after  the  event. 

This  opening  week- 
end is  just  the  beginning  of 
so  many  more  CAB  events 
to  come,  so  keep  your  eyes 
open  for  more  great  enter- 
tainment from  the  students 
ofCAB. 


By  Andrea  Melone 


Songs  like  "Piano 
Man,"  "Don't  Stop  Be- 
lieving," and  "Bohemian 
Rhapsody"  were  expected 
to  be  requested  and  played 
at  the  Dueling  Pianos  per- 
formance hosted  by  the 
Peer  Advisors  on  Friday 
the  tenth,  and  the  audience 
went  wild  at  the  sound  of 
each.  The  crowd  was  not 
expecting  Brian  GrilTin  and 
Even  Burgess  to  break  into 
the  Little  Mermaid's  "Part 
of  Your  Worid,"  "Baby  Got 
Back,"  and  "Safety  Dance," 
which  were  all  greeted  with 
almost  equal  enthusiasm. 

The  pair  played  a  wide 
variety  of  songs  of  almost 
every  genre,  appealing  to 


Dueling  Pianos 


everyone.  Griffin  and  Bur- 
gess are  a  part  of  the  Mid- 
west Dueling  Pianos  act, 
which  travels  from  colleges, 
corporate  events,  and  even 
wedding  receptions.  They 
take  requests  from  the  au- 
dience and  do  their  best  to 
play  every  song,  including 
songs  like  "Safety  Dance," 
which  when  asked  about 
after  the  show,  they  admit- 
ted that  they  didn't  know  it 
could  even  be  played  on  a 
piano  until  that  night. 

"It  was  a  great  experi- 
ence for  the  freshman;  it 
kept  people  entertained, 
and  the  performance  was 
fantastic!"  Peer  Advisor  Al- 
lie  Lombardi  raved.  "I  be- 
lieve music  and  singing  are 


great  ways  to  bring  people 
together  and  this  event  did 
just  that!  I  know  1  had  a 
lot  of  fiin,  and  overall  the 
night  was  just  full  of  great 
music  and  lots  of  laughs," 
Michelle  Wiggett,  also  a  PA 
remarked  enthusiastically. 

Hopefully,  the  general 
approval  will  bring  back  the 
IVIidwest  Dueling  Pianos 
next  year  for  another  enter- 
taining event. 
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Upcoming  Campus  Events 


SPIRIT  WEEK  hosted  by  CAB 

Hat  Day 


T\iesday  9/28 
All  day 


A  Walk  Through  the 
Eras 

Rock  Cafe 
(hosted  by  CAB) 


Gallery  Talk:  Beryl 
Salinger-Schmitt 
Art  Gallery 


Wednesday  9/29 

All  day 


5:00  PM 


Thursday  9/30 
All  day 

6:00  PM 


Band/Concert  T-Shirt 
Day 

Best  of  Springfield 
Rivers  Arena 
(hosted  by  RHA) 


Tie-Die  Day 

Tanning  Program 
AHLC 

Olosted  by  Health 
Services) 

Senior  Series; 
Alternative  to 
Graduate  School 
Evergreen  Commons 


HOMECOMING  WEEKEND 

Class  Color  Day 


Friday  10/1 

All  day 


Saturday  10/2 

1 1  ;00  PM 


Sunday  10/3 

9:00  AM 


Late  Night  @  The  Rock 
Rock  Cafe 
(hosted  by  Student 
Activities) 


Late  Night  @  The  Rock 
Rock  Cafe 
(hosted  by  Student 
Activities) 


Mt.  Monadnock  Hiking 
Trip 

Off-Campus 

(hosted  by  Outing  Club) 


ALCOHOL  AWARENESS  WEEK 
hosted  by  PEN 


Tuesday  10/5 
All  day 


Texting  &  Driving 
Awareness 
Campus  Center  Mall 
Area 

(hosted  by  CARE) 


Wednesday  10/6 

All  day 


8:00  PM 


Thursday  10/7 
All  day 


Friday  10/8 

11:00  PM 


Saturday  10/9 

11:00  PM 


Texting  &  Driving 
Awareness 

Campus  Center  Mall  Area 
(hosted  by  CARE) 

Senior  Series:  Graduate 
School  101 
LaRiviere  Center  101 


Texting  &  Driving 
Awareness 

Campus  Center  Mall  Area 
(hosted  by  CARE) 


Late  Night  @  The  Rock 
Rock  Cafe 
(hosted  by  Student 
Activities) 


Late  Night  @  The  Rock 
Rock  Cafi 
(hosted  by  Student 
Activities) 


Fall  Recess  10/9-10/12 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


Widmer  Brothers:  Drifter  Note:  All  students  imbibing 

alcohol  must  be  of  age.  Please  drink 
responsibly  and  abide  by  all  WNEC 
guidelines  and  rules  regarding  alco* 
 :   hol  possession,  use.  and  procurement. 


By  Canio  Carlucci 

The  Beer  Pro 


For  this  issue's 
beer  review  we  de- 
cided to  take  a  sugges- 
tion from  a  friend  and 
try  Widmer  Brother's 
Drifter  Pale  Ale,  and 
speechless  is  the  only 
word  we  can  use  to 
describe  it.  Drifter  is 
a  very  unique  beer;  it 
has  aoold  vet  pleasant 
taste,  and  believe  it  or 
not,  It  is  sweet  and  cit- 
rus-tasting with  a  nice 
masculine  punch.  Af- 
ter some  research,  we 
found  that  the  sweet 
citrus  flavor  comes 
from  the  use  of  sum- 
mit hops,  while  most 
pale  afes  are  brewed 
with  cascade  hops. 

On  top  of  being 


hands  down  the  most 
delicious  beer  we  have 
reviewed  all  semester, 
it  is  light  enough  to 
drink  all  night  (iT  you 
can  afford  it  -  it  s  a 
little  more  expensive 
than  Busch  Light). 
Either  way,  a  nice  six 
pack  of  Drifter  would 
be  the  best  way  you 
could  possibly  start 
any  weekend  night. 
Drifter  is  a  beer  that 
everyone  of-age  ab- 
solutely must  try,  and 
we  award  Drifter  4.9 
out  of  5  beers  simply 
because  we  are  about 
to  head  back  to  Wynn 
and  pick  up  a  few 
more  six  packs  of  it! 


Drifter 
Rating 


mm 


4.9/5  Beers 


2  u»iimi(**m"^9»'^*»''^^ff*-^»>^*H^'^'^'^ 


iTunes  Top  Five  Songs  &  AKxim 


2  iM(*i  Mm  Vte  jW- iMM  H 
tmemmmtrnmOM 
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OPmiON  &  PUZZLES 


By  Jackie  Clarke 

As  many  students 
are  aware,  this  year  WNEC 
has  decided  to  change  the 
parking  lot  system  in  hopes 
of  creating  a  more  organized 
and  ordered  system.  Withthe 
School  of  Pharmacy  being 
added,  this  recent  addition 
to  campus  has  caused 
a  major  environmental 
change,  with  the  loss  of  the 
tundra.  However,  with  a 
new  building  comes  more 
students  and  more  parking. 
Although  this  is  great 
for  our  campus,  the  new 
parking  situation  becomes 
more  of  an  inconvenience 
for  the  students  rather  than 
a  positive  change. 

For  those  who 
don't  know  what  changes 
have  been  implemented. 
Gateway,  Evergreen, 
Plymouth,  Southwood, 
and  LaRiviere  parking  lots 
have  remained  the  same 
along  with  the  West  lot  near 
Herman  and  the  Welcome 
Center,  the  Law  North  lot. 
and  Slieth  lot.  However, 
the  changes  come  from  the 
rest  of  the  other  buildings. 
Now,  Commonwealth 
and  LaRiviere  residents, 
must  park  in  the  Quad  lot, 
while  Windham,  Berkshire, 
Franklin,  and  Hampden  park 
behind  the  AHLC.  This 
leaves  what  originally  was 
the  Commonwealth  lot,  the 
new  lot  for  commuters,  staff 
and  law  students,  faculty, 
and  a  parking  lot  for  events 
in  Rivers  so  there  is  more 
room.  The  parking  lot  for 
faculty  and  staff  remain  the 
same,  in  the  lots  behind  the 
library,  the  lot  near  the  post 
office,  near  Herman,  and  the 
Welcome  Center. 

As  a  Commonwealth 
resident,  I  think  that  this 
new  parking  situation 
doesn't  solve  anything 
and  is  becoming  more  of 
an  inconvenience  than  a 
positive  change.  1  have  also 
talked  to  other  residents, 
seeking  the  opinions  of 
other  students,  and  not 
only  are  Commonwealth 
residents  upset,  but  so 
are  other  residence  halls, 
especially  the  Quad. 

The  first  issue  1  have 
with  the  new  parking  lot 
system  is  first  and  foremost, 
safety.  The  safety  of  our 
students  is  very  important 
and  should  be.  1  personally 


Parking  Lot  Controversy 


do  not  feel  safe  walking 
from  the  Quad  parking  lot 
back  to  Commonwealth 
or  vice  versa,  especially 
at  night.  I  am  aware  that 
Campus  Police  has  escort 
services  to  ensure  safety; 
however,  I  feel  as  though 
there  wouldn't  even  be 
a  feeling  of  unease  if  the 
original  parking  lot  system 
were  still  in  effect. 

For  example. !  came 
back  from  home  this  past 
weekend  with  many  items 
to  bring  back  to  my  room 
at  nighttime,  and  felt  very 
uncomfortable  walking 
by  myself  in  a  dark,  dim 
parking  lot  halfway  across 
campus  fi'om  the  Quad  lot 
to  Commonwealth. 

Also,  fi-om  a  Quad 
resident's  perspective, 
I  would  feel  even  more 
unsafe  having  to  walk  from 
the  AHLC  to  the  Quad. 
Going  off  of  this,  as  a  female 
student,  I  feel  as  though  I 
am  a  more  susceptible  target 
for  crime.  An  on  campus 
female  student  is  at  more 
risk  at  night  for  potential 
assaults.  What  if  a  student 
is  walking  back  from  a 
party  coming  from  the  Quad 
lot  to  Commonwealth  and 
gets  into  an  altercation  on 
the  way  back  to  his  or  her 
room?  The  same  situation 
can  apply  for  Quad  residents 
walking  from  the  HLC  back 
to  their  Quad  building. 
What  happens  if  one  of  these 
residents  gets  assaulted  on 
the  way?  It  doesn't  seem 
as  though  the  safety  of 
the  residents  was  the  first 
priority  when  re-building 
the  parking  situation,  but 
rather  accommodating  the 
otT  campus  students,  who 
are  only  on  campus  certain 
times  of  the  day. 

Although  Campus 
Police  provides  escort 
services,  I  feel  as  though 
this  will  become  used  too 
often  and  will  become 
potentially  a  distraction  for 
more  important  crimes  that 
should  be  handled  first. 
What  will  happen  when 
there  are  multiple  calls  for 
escort  services  at  night  when 
Resident  Advisors  need 
Campus  Police  to  assist 
them  in  other  situations? 

This  leads  me 
into  my  next  issue.  The 
Commonwealth  Lot  now 
serves  as  the  commuter. 


faculty,  and  Law  students' 
lot.  The  faculty  parking 
I  understand  because 
most  faculty  who  use  the 
Commonwealth  lot  park  in 
the  front  Commonwealth  lot. 
The  Commonwealth  lot  near 
Rivers  should  still  be  for  the 
Commonwealth  residents. 
Firstly,  commuters  and 
graduate  students  do  not 
pay  to  live  on  campus, 
while  on  campus  residents 
obviously  do.  Would  you 
consider  parking  a  part 
of  on-campus  residency? 
Most  people  would,  as  most 
would  assume  they  would 
park  their  vehicle  next 
to  the  building  in  which 
they  are  living.  With  the 
commuters  and  graduate 
students  not  living  on 
campus,  with  exception  of 
some  graduate  students  in 
Gateway,  I  feel  as  though 
this  new  implementation  is 
not  fair.  Since  they  do  not 
pay  to  live  on  campus,  I  feel 
as  though  the  most  logical 
resolution  would  to  leave  the 
Commonwealth  and  Quad 
Lots  the  way  it  was  before, 
and  have  the  commuters 
and  graduate  students, 
whether  it  be  Pharmacy  or 
Law,  park  in  the  AHLC  lot, 
since  it's  vacant  most  of  the 


time  anyway.  They  also 
have  the  Welcome  Center 
and  Slieth  parking  lot  as 
well.  Does  it  make  sense 
for  commuters  to  have  more 
convenience  and  access 
than  the  resident  students 
who  pay  to  live  on  campus? 
It  makes  no  sense  because 
the  commuters  and  graduate 
students  go  home  while  the 
on  campus  residents  remain 
on  campus  and  use  their 
cars  to  commute  around  the 
area. 

Also,  going  back 
to  safety,  as  an  on-campus 
resident,  I  don't  feel 
comfortable  with  having  to 
leave  my  vehicle  at  such 
a  far  distance  from  my 
building,  and  leaving  my 
vehicle  unattended.  I  think 
resident  vehicles  are  more 
susceptible  to  crime  as  well 
because  Commonwealth 
residents  would  have  a 
difficult  time  in  hearing 
their  car  alarms  going  otT 
if  being  vandalized.  Even 
though  WNEC  is  trying  to 
eliminate  limited  parking, 
this  limits  it  even  more 
because  there  just  isn't 
enough  room  in  the  Quad 
lot  for  Commonwealth 
and  LaRiviere,  and  there 
is   definitely   not  enough 


space  for  the  entire  Quad 
and  Windham  behind  the 
AHLC. 

I  feel  that  if  you 
pay  to  live  on  campus,  you 
should  be  able  to  park  in  the 
closest  proximity  to  your 
residence  hall.  If  you  think 
about  it,  for  Commonwealth 
residents,  they  are  parking 
in  the  Quad  lot  just  to  see 
their  original  parking  lot 
empty  weekday  evenings 
and  every  single  weekend. 
How  is  this  convenient 
and  accessible  for  them  as 
on  campus  residents?  It 
doesn't  seem  as  though  the 
on  campus  residents,  who 
make  up  most  of  the  student 
body,  were  considered 
during  this  reconstruction 
plan.  Rather,  the  concern 
seems  to  be  focused  on 
the  graduate  students  and 
commuters,  who  aren't 
consistently  on  campus. 
From  listening  to  students 
on  campus  talk  about  this 
subject,  the  majority  is  not 
happy  about  the  change  and 
is  adamant  on  seeing  that  it 
is  reverted  back  to  the  way 
it  was,  when  it  made  sense. 


Puzzle  1 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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*  Moderate   *  *  Challenging 
★  **  HOO  BOY! 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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2010  World  Cup  Student  Panel  Discussion 


By  Anthony  Camardi 

During  the  summer 
of  2010  a  group  of  eleven 
students  and  two  professors 
from  Western  New  England 
College  traveled  to  South 
Africa  on  a  study  abroad 
program.  This  was  the 
second  of  a  series  of  trips 
Professor  Curt  Hamakawa, 
professor  of  sports  man- 
agement and  director  of 
the  center  for  International 
Sports  Business,  hopes  to 
put  together  in  the  future. 
The  first  of  these  trips  was 
to  the  2008  Summer  Olym- 
pics in  Beijing,  China,  and 
the  second,  most  recent 
trip  was  to  the  2010  FIFA 
World  Cup  in  South  Africa. 
For  some  of  the  students, 
this  was  their  first  trip  out- 
side of  the  United  States. 

"1  have  never  been 
on  a  plane,  let  alone  outside 
the  United  States  before 
this  trip,"  said  Senior  Tim 
Conrod.  "This  was  an  op- 
portunity of  a  lifetime  and 
1  was  not  going  to  pass  it 
up." 

On  Tuesday  Sep- 
tember 21,  2010,  a  panel 
discussion  was  hosted  by 
Professor  Hamakawa  in 
the  Sleith  Hall  Auditorium. 
The  panel  consisted  of  six 
students  who  participated 
in  the  trip.  These  students 
were  Tim  Conrod,  Kevin 
Shaker,  Dave  Quacken- 
bush,  Dan  Gould,  Spencer 


[mage:  Anthony  Camardi 

Severs,  and  Michael  Jones. 
The  point  for  this  event  was 
for  the  students  to  provide  a 
reflection  of  what  they  ex- 
perienced while  overseas  to 
the  public  and  the  WNEC 
community. 

"The  most  exhila- 
rating moment  for  me  was 
singing  the  National  An- 
them during  the  USA  match 
against  England,"  said  Dave 
Quackenbush.  "There  is 
no  better  feeling  than  be- 
ing able  to  bleed  your  col- 
ors during  an  event  of  such 
magnitude  for  your  country. 
This  was  much  more  than 
just  another  soccer  match. 
This  was  two  countries  go- 
ing to  war  for  their  people." 

The     group  was 


headquartered  in  Tshwane, 
Pretoria.  They  were  able 
to  attend  four  World  Cup 
matches  at  four  different 
venues  in  three  different 
cities.  The  other  two  cit- 
ies were  Rustenburg  and 
Johannesburg. 

"Words  can't  even 
begin  to  describe  the  elec- 
tric atmosphere  and  the 
way  people  were  cheering 
for  their  countries,"  said 
Tim  Conrod.  "This  was 
nothing  like  being  at  an 
athletic  event  in  the  states. 
There  was  not  one  moment 
during  the  match  where  the 
fans  were  quiet.  It  was  just 
a  constant  buzz  throughout 
the  match.  It  was  absolute- 
ly insane." 


The  soccer  matches 
were  not  the  only  part  of 
this  trip.  The  group  also 
traveled  to  an  African  sa- 
fari and  to  a  smaller  town- 
ship to  experience  the  un- 
derbelly of  the  country. 

"I  was  excited  to  see 
the  soccer,  but  I  also  took 
this  as  a  chance  to  learn 
about  a  country  that  doesn 't 
get  much  recognition," 
said  Dan  Gould.  "When 
we  got  to  Soweto  we  were 
swarmed  by  about  twenty 
kids  who  were  curious 
about  us.  It  was  really  cool 
to  get  to  know  them  and 
how  they  live.  It  definitely 
changed  my  perspective  of 
things  and  really  makes  me 
think  of  how  lucky  we  kids 
in  the  United  States  really 
are." 

The  Soweto  Town- 
ship is  a  poverty  stricken 
village  in  South  Africa  that 
was  the  childhood  home  to 
Nelson  Mandela  and  Arch- 
bishop Desmond  Tutu. 

"It  was  tough  to  ex- 
perience their  way  of  liv- 
ing." said  Dave  Quacken- 
bush. "We  offered  the  kids 
gifts  and  things,  but  seeing 
the  way  they  lived  their 
everyday  lives  makes  you 
wish  that  you  had  more  to 
give." 

It  cost  the  country 
of  South  Africa  4.3  bil- 
lion dollars  to  prepare  for 
this  World  Cup,  to  build 
the  soccer  stadiums,  air- 


ports, hotels,  and  every- 
thing else  necessary  to  host 
the  event.  This  money  was 
the  equivalent  to  the  an- 
nual GDP  (Gross  Domestic 
Product)  of  the  entire  coun- 
try, just  to  host  a  one  month 
long  event.  This  event  was 
the  first  World  Cup  held  on 
the  African  continent  and  a 
major  test  to  see  if  a  coun- 
try like  South  Africa  could 
host  and  support  an  event  of 
such  magnitude. 

"For  the  first  time 
hosting  such  an  event  1 
think  the  country  did  a  pret- 
ty good  job  with  organizing 
it,"  said  Michael  Gould. 
"Were  there  things  that 
could  have  been  more  orga- 
nized? Definitely,  like  se- 
curity at  the  matches,  but 
overall  it  was  fairly  well  run 
and  this  was  an  experience 
I  certainly  will  never  ever 
forget." 

The  series  of  trips 
will  continue  with  the  next 
trip  to  be  in  2012  for  the 
Summer  Olympics  in  Lon- 
don, England;  then  in  2014 
for  the  FIFA  World  Cup  in 
Brazil,  and  again  in  2016 
for  the  Summer  Olympics 
in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil. 

"These  trips  have 
been  a  fabulous  success 
so  far,"  said  Professor  Ha- 
makawa. "I  hope  they  will 
continue  to  be  successful 
and  give  the  students  a  bet- 
ter outlook  on  the  world  of 
International  Sport  and  the 
cultures  outside  of  the  Unit- 
ed States." 


Golden  Bear  Football 


By  Mickey  McGuire 

The  Western 
New  England  College 
football  team  defeated 
Massachusetts  Maritime 
Academy  by  a  score  of  30-6 
on  Saturday  September  1 1th 
at  Golden  Bear  Stadium. 
The  team  was  propelled  by 
a  strong  defensive  effort 
backed  up  by  507  yards  of 
total  offense.  It  was  the 
team's  first  victory  of  the 
season.  Junior  running 
back,  J.J.  Jachym,  provided 
a  spark  for  the  offense  as  he 
rushed  for  1 77  yards  and  a 
touchdown. 

"He  played  well," 
said  Head  Coach  Keith 
Emery.  "It's  not  a  surprise 
though,  we've  expected  that 
of  JJ,  and  !  am  glad  that  we 


Members  of  (he  WNEC  football  team. 
Image:  www.  wnecgoldenbears.  com 


are  now  seeing  it." 

At  halftime.  the 
Golden  Bears  held  a  siim 
7-6  lead.  A  big  second  half 
offensive  outburst  was  the 
key  to  their  victory.  They 
scored  23  straight  points 
and  shut  out  the  opposition 
in  the  second  half 

"We  shot  ourselves 
in  the  foot  a  couple  times 


in  the  first  half,"  said  coach 
Emery.  "We  just  stopped 
doing  that  and  started 
playing  better  football  in 
the  second  half" 

On  the  defensive 
side  of  the  ball,  WNEC 
limited  Mass  Maritime  to 
just  209  yards  and  forced 
four  turnovers.  Senior 
linebacker,  Dylan  Chandler, 


had  two  interceptions 
while  defensive  backs, 
sophomore  Corey  Brown 
and  senior  Pal  Lesko  each 
had  one. 

"The  defense  could 
have  done  a  lot  better," 
said  Coach  Emery.  "We 
needed  a  stop  right  after  the 
roughing  penalty  to  prevent 
momentum.  We  let  them 
roll  it  up  on  us  a  little  until 
we  reacted  on  the  4th  &  1 
on  the  next  series." 

Junior  Bryce  Brown 
and  sophomore  Josh 
Lamson  split  quarterback 
duties.  Brown  rushed 
for  100  yards  and  a 
touchdown  and  threw  a 
46-yard  touchdown  pass  to 
junior  wide  receiver  Kyle 
Fillmore.  Lamson  was 
7-for-9  through  the  air  and 


the  offensive  line  did  not 
let  up  a  single  sack. 

"As  a  unit,  the  guys 
are  performing  well,"  said 
Coach  Emery.  "They  work 
well  with  each  other.  They 
have  gotten  a  great  feel 
on  how  to  work  together. 
Each  guy  still  needs  to 
work  on  their  individual 
technique  and  perfect  their 
craft.  One  game  does  not 
make  a  season.  We  are  not 
a  team  that  can  just  show 
up  and  automatically  win 
a  game.  We  are  the  kind 
of  team  that  needs  to  work 
hard  at  each  and  every 
opportunity  to  get  better. 
This  week  we  have  a  very 
talented  Weslfield  team 
coming  to  Golden  Bear 
Stadium  and  we  will  have 
to  play  belter  than  we  did 
last  week  to  compete." 
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SPORTS 


By  Emily  Savino 

"Fight  for  Inches"  is 
one  of  the  team  mottos  this 
year  for  WNEC  Field  Hock- 
ey. 

"Our  season  is  all  about 
making  the  little  sacrifices 
for  the  team  and  encom- 
passing the  idea  of  team 
togetherness,"  said  junior 
defender  Kathleen  Jasinski. 

The  Golden  Bears  are 
looking  to  shock  The  Com- 
monwealth Coast  Confer- 
ence this  year.  The  team  has 
returned  8  starters  this  year» 
not  including  the  goalie. 
The  goalie  position  battle 
is  between  freshman  An- 
nie Lake,  fi'eshman  Binttney 
O'Brien,  and  sophomore 
Katy  Hall.  The  girls  had  a 
slow  start  to  their  season  go- 
ing 0-2.  Then  they  began  to 
turn  things  aroimd  winning 
3  of  their  next  4  games  and 
have  fallen  back  losing  their 
last  two. 


WNEC  Field  Hockey:  Fight  For  Inches 


The  Members  of  the  WNEC  Field  Hockey  Team 
Pholo:  hup: //www.  wnecgoldenbears.  com/ 


"The  hard  work  is  def- 
initely starting  to  pay  off. 
We  just  want  to  keep  the 


consistency,"  Jasinski  said. 

The  hard  work  and 
consistency  paid  off  for  the 


Golden  Bears  in  their  home 
opener.  The  girls  snagged 
their  first  conference  victo- 


ry against  Regis  College  on 
September  1 1  with  a  final 
score  of  2-0.  WNEC  was 
on  the  attack  throughout 
the  first  half  and  could  not 
come  up  with  a  score.  At 
the  start  of  the  second  half, 
the  girls  started  to  press 
harder.  Erin  Griffin  scored 
the  first  goal  of  the  game 
off  a  penalty  comer  assist- 
ed by  Shelby  Van  Huysen. 
Later  in  the  half,  Aimee 
O'Connell  scored  the  sec- 
ond goal  with  another  assist 
off  the  comer  by  Van  Huy- 
sen. That's  all  the  Golden 
Bears  would  need,  as  goalie 
Katy  Hall  did  not  allow  a 
goal  picking  up  the  shutout. 

The  Golden  Bears  hope 
to  get  back  to  their  winning 
ways  in  Biddeford,  Maine 
against  New  England  Col- 
lege at  noon  on  Saturday 
September  25,  2010. 


Club  Soccer:  Western  FC 


By  Brian  Raftery 

Westem  FC,  a  new 
club  soccer  team  on  cam- 
pus, is  currently  in  the  midst 
of  their  first  ftiU  season  of 
play.  Last  season,  the  team 
lost  their  first  game  against 
Wesleyan  and  finished  the 
season  with  losses  to  the 


University  of  Vermont 
and  UMass  Amherst.  This 
year's  team  is  led  by  cap- 
tains, junior  Tom  Marsh, 
junior  Matt  Sears,  junior 
Mason  Tremblay,  and  soph- 
omore Shane  Maitineau. 
The  club  is  a  member  of 
NIRSA's  Region  One  for 
Fall  Play.  The  team  is  com- 


A  member  of  Western  FC  play'^j  against  an  oppenent. 
Photo:  Brian  Raftery 


prised  of  fourteen  fi-eshmen, 
six  sophomores,  and  ten  ju- 
niors. 

"We  are  definitely 
young,"  said  Tom  Marsh. 
"We  actually  are  holding 
our  own  against  division 
one  teams  like  Fairfield." 

The  team  got  off  to  a 
slow  start  this  season,  re- 
cording three  straight  loss- 
es against  Union  College, 
SUNY  New  Paltz,  and  Fair- 
field University. 

"Team  chemistry  is 
a  going  to  be  big  because 
these  are  kids  playing  for 
the  first  time  with  each  oth- 
er," said  Tom  Marsh.  "Our 
weaknesses  are  mostly  on 
the  offensive  side.  Our 
transition  needs  to  improve 


and  so  does  our  switching 
the  ball  on  offense." 

Westem  PC's  next 
three  games  will  all  be 
home  matches.  The  first 
is  against  Worchester 
Polytechnic  Institute  on 
October  2nd  at  Forest 
Park  in  Springfield,  Mas- 
sachusetts. The  second 
match  will  be  on  October 
16th  versus  Kings  Col- 
lege and  will  be  played 
at  Kiley  Middle  School, 
also  in  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts. The  third  match 
will  be  against  Holy  Cross 
on  October  17th  at  Kiley 
Middle  School  as  well. 

"Some  keys  would 
be  controlling  the  mid- 
field  and  playing  the  entire 


field,"  said  Shane  Martin- 
eau.  "We're  all  fellow  stu- 
dents and  we'd  enjoy  the 
support  out  at  the  games." 

"People  should  come 
watch  because  it's  some- 
thing new,"  said  Tom 
Marsh.  "You  get  to  see  your 
friends  compete  in  the  sport 
they  love.  Also  we  play 
different  schools  all  around 
New  York,  Connecticut, 
and  Massachusetts." 

Westem  FC  is  a  self- 
funded  organization  not  af- 
filiated with  or  funded  by 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege. 
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Alcohol  Awareness  Week  at  WNEC 


By  Taryn  Sidney 

Did  you  know  that  most 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege students  do  drink  al- 
cohol, but  that  the  majority 
of  those  students  only  drink 
moderately?  Research  has 
proven  that  students,  and 
even  faculty  and  staff,  have 
a  tendency  to  assume  that 
most  college  students  drink 
heavily,  when  in  reality,  that 
may  not  be  true.  At  WNEC 
specifically,  most  students 
drink  once  a  week  or  less 
and  most  drink  between  !  -6 
drinks  or  not  at  all  when  at  a 
party  or  socializing. 

Nationally,  many 
colleges  and  universities 
take  part  in  an  event  called. 
Alcohol  Awareness  Week, 
to  educate  students  on  the 
effects  of  alcohol  and  help 
encourage  students  to  make 


Many  college  students  can  t  get  enough  alcohol,  that  is  why  it  is  important  that  we  under- 
stand its  effects  it  has  on  our  lives.  Image:  Google 

responsible  drinking  choic-    week,  fi"om  October  4"^  to  on  campus  about  the  effects 

es.  Typically,  alcohol  aware-    October  S"".  Every  day  from  of  drinking  and  to  really  lest 

ness  week  is  hosted  during    1 2-2pm  in  the  Campus  Cen-  students  about  their  knowl- 

the  third  week  in  October,    ter  mall.  Peer  Education  edge  on  alcohol. 
However,  here  at  WNEC,  it    Network  (P.E.N)  set  up  a  ta- 

was  hosted  during  the  first    ble  to  help  educate  students         Continued  on  Page  3. 


Family  and  Friends  Weekend 


By  Taryn  Sidney 

The  days  are  fast  ap- 
proaching on  a  much  antici- 
pated Western  New  England 
College  tradition.  Friends 
and  Family  weekend.  Each 
year,  this  tradition  is  carried 
on  bringing  parents  from 
all  over  to  enjoy  a  weekend 
of  fun  activities  and  lasting 
memories  with  their  chil- 
dren. 

This  tradition  would 
not  be  continued  without 
the  planning  of  the  Friends 
and  Family  Weekend  chair- 
person, Ashley  Koundry. 
Each  year.  Campus  Activi- 
ties Board  chooses  someone 
to  chair  the  event  and  that 
person  spends  months  in  ad- 
vance planning.  Koundry 
has  spent  about  10  months 
with  her  committee  planning 
what  events  wi 1 1  happen 
during  this  year's  Friends 
and  Family  weekend. 

Family  and  Friends 
weekend  is  from  Friday. 
October  1 5th  until  Sun- 
day, October  17th  and  the 
theme  this  year  is  paradise. 
This  year  events  include 
Magician  Jay  Mattiloi  Fri- 
day night  at  9pm  in  Rivers. 
Mattiloi  mixes  comedy  with 


The  bed 


Image:  wnec.edu 
his  magic  act  and  has  been 
seen  on  the  fourth  season  of 
America's  Got  Talent.  On 
Saturday,  from  11am-  3pm. 
there  will  be  caricature 
artists,  air  brushed  beach 
towels,  sand  art.  and  Steel 
Drummer.  Saturday  night 
at  7pm  in  Rivers  as  a  final 
event.  CAB  will  be  hosting 
a  Jimmy  Buffet  Cover  Band, 
"Changes  in  Latitude". 

Also  as  a  part  of  the 
activities  on  Saturday  af- 
ternoon.   Residence  Hall 


one  of  many  events  to  enjoy  (his  year  during  family  and friends  weekend. 


Association  will  be  hosting 
their  annual  Bed  Race  in  the 
CUB  parking  lot.  Bed  Rac- 
es will  begin  once  the  foot- 
ball game  ends.  In  addition, 
every  year  a  service  project 
is  done  and  this  year  RHA 
is  working  with  Rose  Gage 
and  tlie  Gray  house  to  do  a 
food  drive.  The  food  drive 
will  be  using  a  scavenger 
hunt  list  to  put  a  different 
twist  on  the  traditional  food 
drive. 

Overall,  Koundry 


would  like  to  thank  her 
committee  for  all  of  the  hard 
work  that  they  have  put  into 
planning  this  large  event. 

"They  all  came  on  as 
freshman  and  exceeded  my 
expectations.  1  really  hope 
they  continue  on  with  CAB 
because  they  are  a  great 
asset  to  one  of  the  busiest 
clubs  on  campus,"  she  said. 

Koundry  encourages 
everyone  to  come  out  and 
celebrate  at  this  year's  Fam- 
ily and  Friends  Weekend. 
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Health  Services  presents  "Your  Skin  Is  In"  Program 


By  Jackie  Clarke 

The  tanning  awareness 
program,  "Your  Skin  Is  In", 
with  guest  speaker,  Meghan 
Rothschild,  was  a  success- 
ful event  arranged  by  Health 
Services  that  took  place  on 
Thursday,  September  30  at 
theAHLC. 

Meghan  Rothschild, 
the  founder  of  Surviving 
Skin,  and  a  melanoma  sur- 
vivor, implemented  the 
"Your  Skin  Is  In"  program 
at  WNEC  again  to  reach  out 
to  college  students  about  the 
dangers  of  tanning.  Roth- 
schild was  diagnosed  with 
melanoma  at  the  age  of  20 
while  she  was  attending 
Roger  Williams  University. 
Once  diagnosed  and  tested, 
Rothschild  underwent  a 
three  hour  surgery  where  a 
large  amount  of  skin  on  her 
stomach  where  the  mole 
was  found  was  extracted  as 
well  as  eight  lymph  nodes 
from  under  her  arms,  leav- 
ing her  with  75  stitches  and 
3  scars.  All  this  started 
when  she  developed  an  ob- 
session for  tanning  when 
she  was  1 7  years  old.  When 
she  was  20  years  old,  she 
discovered  a  dark,  itchy 
mole  on  her  stomach  during 
a  doctor's  appointment  and 
when  she  got  it  evaluated, 
it  came  back  positive  with 
melanoma. 

Rothschild  became 
passionate  about  becoming 
an  advocated  for  melanoma 
after  her  recovery.  Deter- 
mined to  spread  the  word 
about  melanoma  and  its 
causes,  she  established  her 
own  foundation  called  Sur- 
viving Skin. 

Rothschild  stated, 
"Surviving  Skin  is  basi- 
cally a  name  to  my  speak- 


Image:  Google 

ing  services.  It's  also  a  way 
that  other  melanoma  related 
nonprofits  can  promote 
events  and  campaigns.  I'm 
happy  to  help  any  nonprofit 
who  asks!" 

Rothschild  provided  a 
presentation,  emphasizing 
the  dangers  and  effects  that 
tanning  beds  have  on  the 
skin,  and  especially,  her  sur- 
vival story.  Her  battle  with 
melanoma  and  her  survival 
story  were  very  eye  open- 
ing and  she  truly  wants  to 
spread  the  word  about  how 
harmfiil  tanning  beds  are  to 
the  skin  and  explains  other 
alternatives  for  skin  to  have 
a  natural  looking  glow. 

"Sunless  tanners  are  a 
great  alternative  to  tanning 


beds",  Rothschild  stated, 
"They  moisturize  and  give 
you  that  tan  color  without 
the  harmfiil  UV  rays.  They 
do  not  however,  have  SPF 
in  them". 

Rothschild,  on  behalf 
of  the  Melanoma  Founda- 
tion of  New  England,  asked 
if  students  could  pledge 
against  the  use  of  tanning 
beds  in  order  to  preserve 
and  keep  their  skin  healthy. 

Lauren  Dansereau, 
Nurse  Practitioner  and 
Health  Educator  from 
WNEC  Health  Services, 
attended  the  program  and 
spread  Meghan  Roth- 
schild's story  through  this 
program.  Meghan  Roth- 
schild  contacted  Student 
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Activities  with  her  story  and 
program  proposal,  where 
Dansereau  and  Health  Ser- 
vices collaborated  with  her 
for  this  program.  Roth- 
schild appeared  last  January 
and  the  "Your  Skin  Is  In" 
program  was  a  huge  suc- 
cess. She  was  asked  back 
this  year  with  the  program 
because  of  the  impact  it 
had  with  WNEC  students. 
In  addition  to  Rothschild's 
program,  this  year,  skin  care 
samples,  nontoxic  products, 
$20  spray  tans,  SPF  cloth- 
ing, and  free  sun  protection 
samples  were  offered  to  the 
students  along  with  natural 
ft^it  smoothies  provided 
by  Maui  Wowi.  The  stu- 
dents looked  fonvard  to  the 
door  prizes  that  Health  Ser- 
vices raffled  off,  including 
Dunkin  Donuts  gift  cards, 
tickets  to  the  Big  E,  and 
Springfield  Armory  Basket- 
ball game  tickets. 

With  the  success  of 
this  program,  Lauren  Dan- 
sereau stated,  "The  program 
is  a  success  because  it  raises 
awareness  of  the  dangers  of 
tanningAJV  exposure  and 
melanoma.  Meghan's  story 
is  compelling  and  because 
she  developed  melanoma  as 
a  college  student,  it  makes 
melanoma  a  reality  to  the 
students.  All  of  the  students 
who  come  to  the  program 


leave  educated  about  the 
dangers  and  the  reality  of 
melanoma  and  indoor  tan- 
ning, and  it  makes  them  at 
LEAST  think  twice.  Many 
leave  the  program  and  say 
they  will  never  tan  again. 
They  say  the  program 
scares  them.  Students  who 
attended  this  year  filled  out 
reviews  and  they  all  said 
the  program  was  excellent. 
Comments  were  "more  peo- 
ple should  hear  her  story" 
and  "1  will  never  go  tanning 
again". 

This  program  had  a 
significant  impact  on  those 
WNEC  students  who  at- 
tended and  Rothschild 
hopes  to  spread  her  kjiowl- 
edge  and  her  story  about 
melanoma  even  more.  Lau- 
ren Dansereau  did  state  that, 
"Health  Services  does  deal 
with  many  different  types  of 
skin  problems.  With  regard 
to  tanningAJV  exposure 
we  do  see  rashes  and  bums 
from  UV  exposure". 

The  effects  of  tan- 
ning beds  are  long-lasting 
and  never  disappear.  By 
taking  the  healthy  precau- 
tions, skin  can  stay  health- 
ier and  vivacious  as  it  gets 
older.  Tanning  beds  may 
seem  like  the  trend  right 
now,  but  it  will  be  hurting 
your  skin  in  the  long  run. 


MEWS 
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Continued  from  page  I . 

Throughout  the  course 
of  the  week  there  were  dif- 
ferent events  sponsored  by 
P.E.N  that  allowed  students 
to  be  interactive  and  learn 
about  their  behaviors  when 
drinking  as  well  as  the  be- 
haviors of  others.  This  year 
the  activities  included  a 
quiz  that  tested  the  students 
drinking  knowledge,  a  con- 
tent poster  showing  calorie 
intake  information,  a  drink- 
ing and  driving  pledge,  and 
also  an  event  called  Pour-a- 
Shot,  which  allows  students 
to  pour  what  they  think  is 
equivalent  to  a  shot  and  they 
learn  how  much  they  really 
poured.  Another  activity 
that  occurred  was  WNEC's 
Ways,  in  which  students 
filled  out  a  paper  stating 
what  non-alcohol  related 
activities  they  participate  in 
and  how  they  reduce  poten- 
tial harm  or  problems  when 
drinking. 

Alcohol  Awareness 
Week  is  just  one  of  many 
ways  that  P.E.N  and  Lore 
Detenber,  Coordinator  of 
Alcohol  and  .  Drug  Educa- 
tion Services,  educates  the 
campus  on  the  effects  of 
alcohol  and  how  to  be  a  re- 
sponsible drinker.  One  thing 
that  P.E.N  likes  people  to 
understand  is  that  they  are 
an  education  group  that  in- 
forms about  drinking  but 
does  not  tell  students  not  to 


drink. 

Some  of  the  other 
events  that  P.E.N  hosts  are 
Hangover  Prevention  101, 
mocktails,  sober  driver 
campaign,  and  even  some 
unrelated  to  alcohol  use 
such  as  condom  bingo  and 
sexual  responsibility  week. 

Marissa  Massa 
.  president  of  P.E.N,  feels 
that  the  efforts  made  by 
P.E.N  spark  good  conver- 
sations with  students  when 
they  do  activities,  such  as 
Hangover  Prevention  101 
or  mocktails. 

"Students  take  a  step 
back  and  look  at  their  drink- 
ing habits  and  see  there  is 
possibility  for  some  be- 
havior change  in  the  future 
when  they  choose  to  use 
alcohol  when  they  party," 
Massa  said. 

She  said  that  the  main 
goal  P.E.N  has  is  to  educate 
from  a  peer  to  peer  stand- 
point on  topic  like  drugs 
and  alcohol  use.  "We  do  not 
tell  our  peers  not  to  drink  if 
they  choose  to  do  so  but  we 
want  them  to  drink  in  a  re- 
sponsible and  harm  reduc- 
ing way." 

Even  outside  the  realm 
of  programming,  P.E.N  and 
Lore  Detenber  have  all  sorts 
of  different  ways  to  help  stu- 
dents who  may  need  some 
assistance  when  drinking  is 
involved  or  if  students  are 
interested  in  learning  more 
about  alcohol.  She  provides 


basic  counseling  for  stu- 
dents, teaches  classes,  and 
advises  P.E.N  with  their 
events. 

Detenber  has  been  a 
valuable  resource  to  the  col- 
lege with  her  understand- 
ing and  approach  to  helping 
solve  alcohol  related  issues. 
She  believes  that  in  order  to 
really  reach  students,  it  is 
important  to  focus  on  what 
students  are  doing  right  not 
what  they  are  doing  wrong, 
thus  putting  students  in  a 
majority  that  they  didn't 
think  existed.  Another 
philosophy  that  Detenber 
works  with  is  harm  reduc- 
tion. Harm  reduction  is  a 
way  of  teaching  students 
how  they  can  cause  the  least 
amount  of  risk  or  harm  to 
themselves  or  others. 

With  so  many  activi- 
ties and  resources  that  P.E.N 
and  Lore  Detenber  provide 
it  can  be  hard  to  determine 
in  what  ways  each  event 
is  effective.  However,  she 
finds  it  useful  to  hear  feed- 
back and  engage  in  con- 
versation with  students  to 
figure  out  what  is  reaching 
out  to  them.  Most  students 
tlnd  the  posters,  programs, 
and  informational  sessions 
that  challenge  their  knowl- 
edge on  alcohol  use  helpful 
because  they  simply  did  not 
know  how  much  they  were 
consuming. 

At  the  end  of  each  year, 
students  have  the  chance 


to  fill  out  a  survey  about 
whether  or  not  drinking 
habits  exist.  Over  the  last 
few  years  there  has  been  a 
decline  in  alcohol  use  and 
alcohol  related  incidents, 
but  it  is  hard  to  say  what 
programs  or  informational 
sessions  really  attributed  to 
that  decline. 

"!  choose  evidence 
based  strategies  that  work  at 
other  schools,"  said  Deten- 
ber. She  believes  that  what 
works  well  at  other  schools 
are  certainly  strategies  that 
can  work  here  on  campus. 

Although  alcohol 
awareness  week  has  come 
and  passed,  it  is  important 
for  students  to  understand 
that  alcohol  education  does 
not  stop  there.  P.E.N  and 
Lore  Detenber  are  always 
providing  WNEC  students 
with  ways  to  learn  more 
about  alcohol  use  as  well  as 
sex,  and  drug  related  issues. 
Both  P.E.N  and  Lore  Deten- 
ber continue  to  be  resources 
on  campus  that  are  willing 
to  teach  those  who  are  will- 
ing to  learn  and  both  have 
all  sorts  of  ways  to  assist  in 
that  learning  process,  using 
interactive  techniques  to  re- 
ally engage  students. 

"We  want  students  to 
gain  experience,  be  active, 
and  participate  so  they  re- 
ally learn  what  we  are  try- 
ing to  teach,"  said  Detenber 
in  her  final  thoughts. 


PUBLIC  SAFE'lT  BMriTKU 


PUBLIC  SAFETY  MISSION  STATEMENT: 


"The  primary  mission  of  the  Western  New  England  College  Department  of  Public  Safety  is  to  protect 

LIFE  AND  property.  FULFILLING  OUR  OBLIGATIONS  TO  THE  COLLEGE  COMMUNITY,  WF.  ENFORCE  FEDERAL,  STATE  AND 

Local  Laws  as  well  as  College  rules  and  regulations.  We  are  dedicated  i  o  the  preventjon  and  detection  of 
CRIME.  We  recognize  our  responsibility  to  preserve  individual  rights  and  afford  dignity  and  respect  to  every 

individual.  ST  ATELOCO.PNG 

We  are  committed  to  being  responsive  to  our  College  Community  in  the  delivery  of  quality  services.  We 
provide  comprehensive  security  and  law  enforcement  services  to  the  community  that  enables  a  member  to 
pursue  academic  goals,  intellectual  pursuits,  and  to  live,  work,  and  study  in  an  environment  of  safety  and 

security. 


We  offer  emergency  medical  services,  24  hours  a  day.  Our  staff  can  provide  a  wide  variety  of  programs  to 

EDUCATE  students  ON  SUCH  ISSUES  AS  CRIME  PREVENTION,  DATE  RAPE,  AND  ALCOHOL  /  DRUG  AWARENESS.  OUR  OBJECTIVE  IS 
TO  IMPROVE  THE  QUALITY  OF  LIFE  THROUGH  COMMUNITY  PARTNERSHIP,  WHICH  PROMOTES  A  SAFE  AND  SECURE  CAMPUS." 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Hal  Sparks  Brings  Smart  Humor  to  Homecoming 


By  Hannah  Berling 


Smart  humor,  based 
on  real  life  facts,  was  the 
center  of  the  closing  event 
at  this  year's  Homecoming 
weekend. 

All  day  Saturday 
October  l"'-  the  WNEC 
campus  was  abuzz  with 
homecoming  events.  The 
day  was  full  of  sporting 
events  and  activities  for 
current  students  and  alum- 
ni. The  Campus  Utilities 
Building  (CUB)  parking  lot 
was  filled  with  food,  activi- 
ties, raffles  and  more  as  stu- 
dents and  alumni  came  to- 
gether to  celebrate  Western 
New  England  College.  As 
the  sports  games  wrapped 
up  and  night  fell,  many 
students  and  alumni  turned 
their  attention  to  the  AHLC 
where  Hal  Sparks  was  to 
headline  a  CAB  Comedy 
event. 

Hal  Sparks,  best 
known  for  his  appearances 
on  VH 1  and  E!  's  Talk  Soup, 
delivered  a  comedy  routine 
that  focused  on  smart  hu- 
mor and  real  life  situations. 
He  touched  on  common 
subjects  for  comedians  such 
as  college  life,  but  at  the 
same  time  was  able  to  make 
comedy  out  of  religion  in  a 
tastefiil  manner.  Sparks  was 


Image:  Hannah  Berling 

able  to  bring  true,  common 
sense  facts  to  the  forefront 
of  his  comedy  and  made  the 
audience  think  about  certain 
things  in  ways  they  may  not 
have  before. 

Students  seemed  to 
relate  to  this  comedy  and 
genuinely  enjoyed  the  en- 
tertainment that  night. 

"He  was  great  and 
his  physical  comedy  was 
hilarious,"  stated  Jessica 
Koontz.  "He  was  just  so 
real.  I  knew  him  from  VHl 
but  he  was  even  better  in 
person." 

Outside  of  his  com- 
edy. Sparks  was  very  ap- 


proachable and  pleasant 
to  those  who  came  to  the 
show.  He  stayed  after  his 
set  to  sign  autographs  and 
take  pictures.  He  also  spent 
about  40  minutes  prior  to 
the  show  talking  with  the 
CAB  members  who  were 
helping  set  up  for  the  event. 

"I  thought  he  was 
very  interesting  to  talk 
to.  He  had  a  lot  of  knowl- 
edge about  many  different 
topics.  He  was  also  re- 
ally open  to  talking  with  us 
while  being  sincere  about  it 
and  not  just  doing  it  to  look 
good,"  CAB  member  Lisa 
Covert  stated. 


CAB  Comedy  chair 
Chris  Milanesi,  couldn't 
have  been  any  happier  with 
the  performance.  "I  was  ex- 
tremely impressed  with  Hal 
Sparks,  of  all  of  the  come- 
dians 1  have  seen  at  WNEC, 
he  has  been  my  favorite  to 
date." 

Sparks  was  preced- 
ed by  Last  Comic  Stand- 
ing alumnus  Kyle  Grooms. 
Students  seemed  to  have 
mixed  feelings  about  the 
comedy  he  provided. 

Freshman,  Sarah 
Wiles,  enjoyed  his  routine 
stating,  "I  feel  like  Kyle's 
jokes  were  relatable  to  my 


life." 

Other  students 
didn't  receive  Grooms'  hu- 
mor in  the  same  way,  "1 
thought  he  was  funny,  but 
irrelevant  and  over  the  line 
at  times"  sophomore,  Alli- 
son Lombardi  stated. 

While  the  opening 
act  may  not  have  been  a  fa- 
vorite of  everyone  in  atten- 
dance at  the  homecoming 
show,  the  general  consen- 
sus seemed  to  be  that  Hal 
Sparks  was  a  fan  favorite. 
The  show  put  a  fun  and 
entertaining  end  to  Home- 
coming weekend  2010. 
While  I  was  extremely  im- 
pressed with  Hal  Sparks,  of 
all  of  the  comedians  1  have 
seen  at  WNEC  he  has  been 
my  favorite  to  date.  I  appre- 
ciate all  of  the  people  that 
showed  up  and  hopefiilly 
everyone  will  come  to  see 
Arvin  Mitchel  during  Freak 
Week". 


  Improv  on  the  Rocks  is  Back  for  More  Laughs 

By  Brian  Raftery 


An  exciting  new  year 
of  improvisational  com- 
edy from  our  Improv  on  the 
Rocks  troupe  has  begun. 

For  those  who  don't 
know,  improvisational 
comedy  consists  of  two  va- 
rieties: short-form  and  long- 
form.  Short-form  is  com- 
posed of  quick  games  with 
suggestions  given  by  audi- 
ence members.  Long-form 
is  more  in-depth,  with  better 
developed  characters  and 
stories.  Troupe  members 
think  on  their  feet  and  play 
off  each  other's  responses 
to  the  audience  members' 
and  host's  prompts. 

Improv  on  the  Rocks 
first  show  of  the  year  took 
place  in  the  Rock  on  Sep- 
tember 25.  WNEC  Junior 
and  Improv  president,  Chris 
Milanesi,  was  impressed 


by  the  crowd  turnout  at  the 
opening  show,  stating,"! 
was  really  happy  with  the 
audience.  We  had  a  really 
good  showing  for  our  first 
show". 

A  strong  audience  par- 
ticipation is  key  for  improv 
performances.  Audience 
participation  and  sugges- 
tions really  make  the  show, 
according  to  WNEC  Sopho- 
more and  troupe  member, 
Danna  Mazzola,  "We  really 
need  audience  suggestions 
to  make  the  show  funnier 
and  to  give  it  more  energy". 

Right  now,  the  troupe 
is  getting  re-acclimated 
with  some  of  the  games  and 
skits.  Milanesi  commented, 
"Oh  yeah,  we're  basically 
just  trying  to  get  back  into 
the  swing  of  things  at  this 
point".  The  team  is  welcom- 
ing a  few  new  members  who 


successfully  auditioned  in 
the  beginning  of  September. 
These  veterans  are  helping 
the  new  guys  with  some  of 
the  basics  and  Milanesi  has 
been  extremely  impressed 
with  their  quick  learning, 
"I  was  really  pleased  with 
the  way  Matt,  also  known 
as  "Polo",  stepped  into  his 
role  as  a  freshman  with  very 
little  experience". 

As  the  year  progress- 
es, the  troupe  hopes  to  add 
some  new  tricks  to  their  ar- 
senal. Two  things  Milanesi 
says  to  look  forward  to  are 
songs  and  also  some  more 
long-form  comedy.  Junior 
Jay  Maiellano  says,"One 
thing  I  think  we're  all  excit- 
ed about  is  the  competition 
we're  entering  in  the  spring. 
It's  at  the  Improv  Asylum  in 
Boston  and  I  know  at  least 
for  me  it's  my  first  time 


competing". 

Things  are  just  getting 
started  for  the  improv  guys 
and  girls.  They  are  currently 
in  the  midst  of  a  short  break 
where  they  will  be  prepar- 
ing for  their  next  show 
which  is  on  November  6. 
Mazzola  truly  believes  at- 
tending a  show  is  a  worth- 
while experience,"!  genu- 
inely believe  that  everyone 
that  comes  has  a  good  time 
and  everyone  goes  home 
happy!  Plus  we  have  tons  of 
food!" 

Maiellano  believes 
everyone  brings  their  own 
unique  flavor  but  said  spe- 
cifically to  watch  out  for 
the  physical  element  that  he 
adds. 

Milanesi  explained 
how  improv  is  a  relatively 
new  and  fresh  variety  of 
comedy  and  what  is  so  great 


about  it,  "Improv  is  actu- 
ally kind  of  new.  In  the  past 
standup  was  more  dominant 
and  it  was  more  prepared 
and  it  can  get  stale.  With  im- 
prov, even  when  we  repeat  a 
game,  you  can  expect  a  new 
take  on  it  every  time". 

If  you  aren't  able  to 
make  it  to  a  performance 
in  person,  you  can  catch 
replays  of  all  of  the  shows 
on  WNEC's  ovra  TV  chan- 
nel; GBTV  (Channel  8.2  on 
campus). 
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Upcoming  Campus  Events 


FAMILY  &  FRIENDS  WEEKEND 


Friday  10/15 

9:00AM -4:00PM 


Saturday  10/16 
3:00  PM 


Sunday  10/17 

1:30PM -4:30PM 


Senior  Portrait  Re-Takes 
&  Faculty  and  Staff 
Portraits 
CC7 

30  Hour  Fast 

Sign  ups  in  Campus 

Center 

(hosted  by  S.W.A.T.) 

Skookum  Award  Dinner 
Rivers  Arena 

Magician/Comedian:  Jay 
Mattioli 
Rivers  Arena 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

Late  Night  @  the  Rock 
Rock  CaK 


Bed  Race 

CUB  Parking  Lot 

(hosted  by  RHA) 

Senior  Series: 
Parents  Reception 
Evergreen  Commons 

Jimmy  Buffett  Cover 
Band: 

Changes  in  Latitude 
Rivers  Arena 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

Late  Night  @  the  Rock 
Rock  Cafi 


Ride  for  a  Cause 

Parking  Lot  next  to  Herman 

Hall 

(hosted  by  Outing  Club) 


GSA  ALLY  WEEK 

Monday  10/18 

5:00  PM 
Dinner 


Tuesday  10/19 

6:00  PM  -  8:00  PM 


Wednesday  10/20 

12:00PM -2:00PM 


Thursday  10/21 

10:00AM -2:00PM 


Coming  Out  Stories  & 

Downes  Hall  of  Fame 
(hosted  by  GSA) 


Open  Mic  Night 
Rock  Cafe 

(hosted  by  Review  of  Arts 
&  Literature) 


Latin  Food  Fest 
Campus  Center  Mall  Area 
(hosted  by  U&ME) 


Open  Forum 
Gazebo 

(hosted  by  Student  Senate) 

Speaker:  Dr.  Maureen 
Byrnes 
Sleith  100 
(hosted  by  GSA) 


Friday  10/22 

11:00AM-  hOOPM 
Byrnes 


Speaker:  Dr  Maureen 

Sleith  100 
(hosted  by  GSA) 

Late  Night  @  the  Rock 
Rock  Cafe 


MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE  WEEKEND 


Saturday  10/23 

9:00PM-  11:00PM 


Sunday  10/24 

All  day 

9:30  AM 
7:00  PM 


Battle  of  the  Bands 
Rock  Cafe 
(hosted  by  CAB) 

Late  Night  @  the  Rock 
Rock  Cafi 


Open  House 

Rays  of  Hope  Walk 

Twilight:  Eclipse 
Sleith  100 
(hosted  by  CAB) 


YOU  DON  I 

ENEMIES 


1.  The  Social  Network 

2.  Life  as  We  Know  It 

3.  Secretariat 

4.  Legends  of  the 
Guardians:  The  Owls 
of  Ga'Hoole 

5.  My  Soul  to  Take 


1.  bk»  a  Q£-  ftr  Ean  Movcrrcm  (fait,  i 

2.  Jjn  tna  Way  You  Arc-Bruno  Mar) 
3  Just  a  Dream-Neliv 
4.0n)v  Girl  (In  tna  Wo'ldi-R  Mhr\a 

S.OuD  Can't  Handia  Vt  (fast.  David  GueRa)-no  Rida 


l.Doo-Wopj  t  HoolicaM  (Oduiw  Editlor';-  Bn/no  Mars 

IBTft-B'i  Tima  Rush 

3.1  Am  Not  a  Hurran  BfUvtil  Wayn* 

4.Si|h  Ka  Mona-Mum^cd  k  Sam 

S.Racovcfv  lOtlui*  Ed1ian|-Emin*m 


1)  Turn  off  tna  lifhti  whan  you  Itava  a  room  If  no  an* 
Is  in  a  room,  noh|hti  are  nt»<stc'  VVhar  youlaaveyot.r 
room,  lulta,  or  bathroom,  shut  tha  light  off.  Evary  I  tela 
thing  halps  consarva  anargy! 

2)  ftausa  paper:  Instaad  of  throwing  out  a  motUv  blank 
ihaat  of  papar,  usa  it  as  scrap  papar  latar  on  Maw  your 
awn  stiny  notas,  laava  a  'r<asfa|atarafr)*nia,  whatMd 
At  tna  vary  laast,  toss  it  in  tha  ricyda  b,t\ 

3)  tMaih  your  dotnas  In  co  d  wanr  Net  orly  wi,l  tna  cold 
watar  oa  lass  narmful  to  your  doMMi,  but  yoo  wM  ba  savtng 
tha  wactriclty  that  would  nava  |on*lnao  haating  t^a  waar< 
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PUZZLES 


ACROSS 

1 

Con  game 

5 

Martian 

vessel 

8 

A  really  long 

lime 

12 

Imogene  of 

"Your  Show 

of  Shows" 

13 

Tier 

14 

Smart-phone 

name 

15 

Iowa  cily 

16 

Dunce 

18 

Lucille  Ball, 

notably 

20 

"-  Landing' 

21 

Hostel 

22 

l^ainlander's 

souvenir 

23 

Lost  color 

26 

MInuteman's 

foe 

30 

Raw  roci< 

31 

Journal 

32 

Aitar 

affirmative 

33 

Sailor's  wool 

jacket 

36 

Bravery 

38 

Crone 

39 

Women's  - 

40 

Dostoevsky's 

Prince 

futyshkin,  e.g. 

43 

Heavy  fog 

47 

fi/larx 

Brothers 

movie 

49 

Look 

lecherously 

50 

Duel  tool 

Sudoku  1 


51  Mimk; 

cookie 

35 

Feedbag  fill 

52  Nevada  city 

10  "Swelll" 

36 

By  way  of 

53  Disarray 

11  Lays  down 

37 

Soak  up 

54  Uncooked 

the  lawn 

39 

Warner  Bros. 

55  Pod  dweller 

17  Supplement- 
ed, with  "out" 

skunk  Pepe 

40 

Same  as 

DOWN 

19  Conclusion 

above 

1  Cicatrix 

22  Journey 

41 

Put  one  over 

2  Arrive 

segment 

on 

3  Scored  100 

23  Burst 

42 

Summertime 

on 

24  "All  the 

desserts 

4  Old  name  tor 

Things  You 

43 

Imago-in- 

a  5-iron 

25  Meadow 

training 

5  Ctly-related 

26  Deteriorate 

44 

Curved 

6  Comestibles 

27  Lubricate 

molding 

7  Possess 

28  Big  bother 

45 

Arm  bone 

8  Of  a  cultural 

29  Craggy  peak 

46 

Drudge 

group 

31  Trail  behind 

48 

Galley 

9  Sandwich 

34  Throttles 

implement 

Po  you  draw? 
Have  a  good 

sense  of 

humor? 

The  Westerner  is 
looking  for  a  comic 
artists  to  submit 
one  cowic  per  issue. 


If  Intireitcd  please  eoRtaot  ui  at: 
tbeweitcrnerin^ahoo.eom 


Wishing  ^  Well® 
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HERE  IS  A  PLEASANT  LITTLE  GAME  thai  wtll  give  you  a 

message  every  day.  It's  a  numerical  puzzle  designed  to  spell 

OU1  your  rortune.  Count  the  letters  in 

your  first  n 

me.  If  the 

number  of  letters  is  6  o 

e.  sulitract  4.  If  the  number  Is  less 

than  6.  add  3.  The  result  ts  your  key  numtier 

Start  at  the  up- 

per  left-hand  < 

arvj  chedto 

ne  of  your  key  numtjers,  left 

to  right. 

Then  read 

the 

message 

the 

letters 

under  the 

cttecKed  figures  give  you. 

Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK; 


r  Moderale  *  *  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOY! 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


*  Moderate   *  *  Challenging 
***  HOO  BOY! 


Go  Figure  1 


GO  FIGURE!  '^v 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  * 


*  H/loderate  *  *  Difficult 
***GO  FIGURE! 
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Go  Figure  2 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  *  *  * 


*  Moderate  **  Difficult 
***  GO  FIGURE! 
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Athletes  of  the  Issue 


Lefi:  Sara  McMun'ay  Right:  James  Georges 
Images:  wnecgoldenbears.com 


By  Anthony  Camardi 

This  week's  male  and 
female  athletes  of  week  for 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege are  sophomore  football 
player,  James  Georges,  of 
Stamford,  CT  and  junior 
soccer  player,  Sara  McMur- 
ray,  of  Enfield,  CT. 

James  Georges  is  a  de- 
fensive end  for  WNEC  and 
was  a  big  part  of  the  team's 
most  recent  victory  where 
they  defeated  Curry  Col- 
lege, 27-23,  on  the  road. 
The  key  play  in  the  game 
was  made  by  Georges  when 
he  forced  and  recovered  a 
fumble  with  1  minute  and 


48  seconds  left  in  the  game. 
Curry  was  driving  and  was 
at  the  goal  line  about  to 
score  until  Georges  came 
up  with  this  game  saving 
and  game  winning  piay.  The 
WNEC  football  team  is  now 
5-1  and  tied  for  first  place 
in  the  division  with  Endi- 
cott  College  and  Plymouth 
State. 

Sara  McMurray  is  a 
forward  on  the  Women's 
Soccer  Team  and  contrib- 
uted a  goal  and  an  assist  in 
WNEC's  6-0  victory  over 
Eastern  Nazarene  College. 
This  is  Sara's  first  year  on 
the  team  and  her  assist  came 


on  the  first  goal  scored  by 
senior,  Heather  Mortell,  in 
the  28th  minute.  This  goal 
turned  out  to  be  the  game 
winning  goal  as  Eastern 
Nazarene  was  shutout  on 
this  day.  The  goal  and  assist 
in  this  game  brings  McMur- 
ray's  season  totals  to  6  goals 
and  3  assists.  The  Women's 
Soccer  Team  is  now  8-6  and 
is  tied  for  4th  place  in  the 
conference  with  Curry  Col- 
lege and  Salve  Regina  Uni- 
versity with  a  conference 
record  of  6-3. 


Golden  Bears  Basketball 
Prepares  for  Another  High 
Flying  Season  of  Hoops 


By  Brian  Raftery 

After  going  12-14  last 
season  with  a  7-6  confer- 
ence record,  the  Western 
New  England  College 
Men's  Basketball  Team  is 
already  getting  ready  for 
its  2010-2011  campaign. 
This  year's  captains  are 
senior  guard,  Andre  Dun- 
can, and  senior,  Kyle  Bean. 
They  will  be  leading  the 
team  as  it  looks  to  return  to 
the  Commonwealth  Coast 
Conference  playoffs  for  a 
second  consecutive  year. 
The  team  has  been  training 
for  a  few  weeks  now  with 
pickup  games  in  the  Alum- 
ni Healthful  Living  Center 
(AHLC).  There  has  also 
been  strength  and  condi- 
tioning training  to  go  along 
with  these  pick  up  games. 
Official  practices  will  begin 
on  October  15th  with  three 
days  of  open  tryouts. 

"1  think  we're  expect- 
ing around  30  to  try  out  and 
there  are  15  roster  spots 
so  we've  got  about  five  or 
six  spots  to  fill"  said  Kyle 
Bean.  "As  far  as  our  return- 
ing players,  I'd  say  we're 
real  close.  Everyone's  got  a 
good  attitude  and  everyone 
definitely  seems  very  ex- 
cited to  get  started." 

One  such  returner  is 


last  year's  second  leading 
scorer,  junior,  Andre  Shaw, 
who  is  entering  his  sec- 
ond season  for  the  Golden 
Bears. 

"Expect  us  to  be  top 
four  in  the  conference  and 
win  the  conference  cham- 
pionship. I  definitely  think 
we'll  be  better  than  last 
year,"  Shaw  said. 

Last  year,  the  Golden 
Bears  finished  seventh  in 
the  conference  and  lost 
their  first  round  conference 
matchup  to  Wentworth  In- 
stitute of  Technology  84-82. 

"We  have  a  lot  of  re- 
turning players  this  year 
who  have  already  proven 
that  they  can  contribute  last 
year  and  we  only  graduated 
three  seniors  in  the  spring," 
Bean  said.  "It's  a  competi- 
tive conference  for  sure,  but 
I  think  we  are  definitely  ca- 
pable of  grabbing  that  top 
spot." 

Once  tryouts  begin, 
the  team  will  continue  pre- 
season practices  until  they 
open  their  season  on  the 
road  against  Bridgewater 
State  College  on  November 
16th.  They  will  follow  that 
with  the  Golden  Bear  Hoop 
Classic  at  home,  where  they 
will  face  Lesley  University 
on  November  20th. 


By  Anthony  Camardi 


Midnight  Madness  is 
an  annual  tradition  at  West- 
em  New  England  College 
occurring  near  the  begin- 
ning of  every  winter  sports 
season.  This  event  gives 
the  college  an  opportunity 
to  showcase  all  of  their  win- 
ter sports  teams  and  clubs. 
Another  component  to  Mid- 
night Madness  is  the  class 
spirit  competition.  This  is 
where  the  whole  school  is 
involved  In  a  variance  of 
events  throughout  the  eve- 
ning testing  their  level  of 
school  spirit.  Each  event 
is  targeted  towards  a  cer- 
tain sports  team  so  that 
each  team  gets  recognized 
individually  as  the  evening 
progresses.  This  year.  Mid- 


Midnight  Madness  2010 


night  Madness  will  be  held 
on  Friday,  November  5th, 
2010  in  the  Alumni  Health- 
ful Living  Center  (AHLC) 
from  9  PM  to  1 1  PM.  This 
year's  Midnight  Mad- 
ness chairperson  is  Junior, 
Amanda  DeCosta. 

"This  is  my  third 
year  being  involved  with 
Midnight  Madness  and  my 
first  in  a  leading  role  as 
chairperson,"  Amanda  said. 
"1  see  Midnight  Madness  as 
a  collaboration  between  a 
pep  rally  for  winter  sports 
and  a  clash  of  the  classes 
where  you  can  have  fun 
with  your  friends  and  sup- 
port WNEC  athletics." 

Midnight  Mad- 
ness is  one  of  the  biggest 
events  that  WNEC  puts  on 
throughout  the  year  and  a  lot 
of  work  goes  into  the  plan- 


ning and  organizing  of  this 
event.  This  year's  subcom- 
mittees are  Promotions  and 
Publicity,  chaired  by  Chris- 
tian Wneta,  Floor  Security 
and  Management,  chaired 
by  Angelia  Kehl,  Lobby 
and  Logistics,  chaired  by 
Michelle  Wiggett,  Events, 
chaired  by  Charles  Drago, 
Food  and  Prizes,  chaired  by 
Don  Albrecht,  and  Treasur- 
er, Chris  Naff.  The  Student 
Athlete  Advisory  Commit- 
tee (SAAC)  also  contrib- 
utes a  lot  of  time  Into  this 
event  due  to  its  major  In- 
volvement with  athletics  on 
campus.  Each  of  these  sub- 
committees has  their  own 
job  In  preparing  for  Mid- 
night Madness  and  come 
together  with  bralnstormed 
ideas  to  form  the  final  piece, 
which  Is  what  the  students 


will  see  during  the  night  of 
the  event. 

"As  events  chair  we 
plan  and  organize  all  big 
and  small  events  that  go  on 
during  the  evening,"  said 
Events  Chairperson,  Charles 
Drago.  "We  are  changing 
some  of  the  events  this  year 
to  make  it  more  fun  and  In- 
novative. I  am  looking  for 
a  small  committee  so  the 
collaboration  of  ideas  will 
be  concise.  Our  goal  will 
be  to  make  sure  the  rules 
are  clear  and  the  diagram  of 
setting  up  and  transitioning 
between  events  is  quick  and 
efficiently  executed." 

There  are  still  about 
3  weeks  left  until  the  kick- 
off  to  Midnight  Madness 
and  things  are  coming  to 
shape,  but  there  is  still  a  lot 
that  needs  to  be  done  in  or- 


der for  this  to  run  smoothly 
and  effectively. 

"We  are  still  in  the 
planning  and  developing 
stages  as  far  as  evaluating 
ideas  and  options,"  said 
Head  Chairperson,  DeCos- 
ta. "We  have  ball-parked 
about  10  to  12  ideas  and  are 
trying  to  narrow  that  down 
to  5  come  the  night  of  the 
event  so  we  can  prepare.  I 
am  super  pumped  and  can't 
wait  to  put  on  a  great  event 
that  people  will  be  talking 
about  in  the  weeks  to  fol- 
low. Our  slogan  for  this 
event  is  GO  BIG  OR  GO 
HOME.  I  want  everyone 
to  remember,  remember  the 
5th  of  November." 
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Homecoming  Athletics  Recap 


By  Michael  McGuire 

WNEC  Athletics  con- 
tinued a  tradition  on  Home- 
coming Weekend  having  all 
fall  sports  teams  in  action 
on  Saturday,  October  2nd. 
These  sports  were  Field 
Hockey,  Football,  Men  and 
Women's  Cross  Country, 
Men  and  Women's  Soc- 
cer, Women's  Tennis,  and 
Women's  Volleyball.  While 
not  all  of  the  teams  were 
victorious,  school  spirit  was 
on  display  at  most  of  the 
events  through  The  CAVE, 
the  fan  section  created  by 
the  Student-Athlete  Advi- 
sory Committee  (SAAC). 

Homecoming  Week- 
end was  kicked  off  with 
the  Men's  Soccer  game  at 
11AM  against  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  England.  The 
team  was  led  by  senior  mid- 
fielder, Alex  Dos  Santos, 
who  scored  a  pair  of  goals 
in  a  4-0  victory.  Junior 
midfielder,  Corey  Howard, 
scored  his  first  goal  of  the 
season  and  freshman  for- 
ward, Andrew  Rose,  added 
his  team  leading  fifth  goal. 
Junior  goalkeeper,  Sean 
Healey,  earned  the  victory 
with  a  shutout.  The  team 
improved  to  7-4-1  with  a 
5-1  conference  record  on 
the  season. 

Following  the  Men's 
Soccer  Team  at  was  the 
Women's  Soccer  Team  at 
iPM  against  the  University 
of  New  England.  They  kept 
Ihe  winning  spirit  alive  in  an 
exciting  2-1  victory.  Early 
in  the  game  freshman  for- 
ward, Nina  Vital,  scored  her 
fifth  goal  of  the  year  to  give 


Image:  wnecgoldenbears.com 


the  Golden  Bears  a  1-0  edge. 
UNE  did  tie  the  game  at  one 
point,  but  senior  forward, 
Heather  Mortell,  saved  the 
day  in  the  82nd  minute  with 
a  goal  to  give  WNEC  a  2-1 
lead  they  would  never  relin- 
quish. The  team  improved 
to  7-4-0  with  a  5-1  confer- 
ence record  on  the  season. 

The  highlight  of  Home- 
coming Weekend  was  the 
football  game.  The  Golden 
Bears  defeated  Salve  Regi- 
na  University  10-5  in  what 
many  would  call  a  bizarre 
game.  Junior  running  back. 


JJ  Jachym,  scored  a  six-yard 
touchdown  and  senior  kick- 
er. Jake  Field,  kicked  a  43- 
yard  field  goal  to  account 
for  all  of  WNEC's  scoring. 
The  highlight  of  the  game 
was  the  strong  defensive 
effort  at  the  end  of  the  first 
quarter  where  the  Golden 
Bear's  defense  stopped 
SRU  for  three  consecutive 
plays  at  the  two  yard  line. 
The  team  improved  to  an 
all-time  best  4-1  af^er  the 
first  five  games. 

Women 's  Tennis  was 
yet  another  Golden  Bears 


WNEC  Feild  Hockey  played  an  excellent  game  at  Homecoming. 
Image:  wnecgoldenbeors.com 


team  to  have  a  successful 
homecoming  weekend  as 
they  defeated  Eastern  Naza- 
rene  College  9-0.  It  was  the 
team's  third  shutout  of  the 
season  and  they  were  led 
by  juniors.  Chirstina  Bar- 
barisi  and  CaitUn  Hughes, 
who  each  won  their  seventh 
singles  matches  of  the  sea- 
son. The  team  improved  to 
4-6  with  a  4-5  conference 
record  on  the  season. 

The  Women's  Volley- 
ball Team  played  a  pair  of 
matches  against  Wentworth 
and  Endicott.  They  would 
split  the  matches  as  they  de- 
feated Wentworth  and  fell 
to  Endicott.  In  the  match 
against  Wentworth,  they 
won  three  straight  games 
with  scores  of  25-14,  25- 
23,  and  25-23.  Senior  out- 
side hitter  Samantha  Shomo 
had  12  kills  and  seven  digs 
and  senior  setter  Katharina 
Boes  had  30  assists  and  10 
digs.  In  the  match  against 
Wentworth  they  were  only 
able  to  win  one  game  with 
scores  of  25- 17.  16-25,25- 
18,  and  25-22.  Freshman 
outside  hitter.  Maureen  Pol- 
let,  showed  promise  for  the 
future  with  11  kills  in  the 
match.  The  team  is  now 
8-10  with  a  4-!  conference 
record  on  the  season. 

The     Field  Hockey 


Team  fell  2-0  to  Nichols 
College,  who  are  the  defend- 
ing Commonwealth  Coast 
Conference  champion.  The 
team  fell  to  4-7  with  a  2-2 
conference  record. 

The  Men  and  Women's 
Cross  Country  teams  trav- 
eled to  the  Gordon  Pop 
Croweli  Invitational.  The 
mens  team  finished  10th 
out  of  23  teams  and  were  led 
by  junior,  Jeft"  Wagner,  who 
finished  the  8,000-meter 
course  in  28  minutes  and  12 
seconds  and  placed  32'"*  out 
of  243  runners.  The  wom- 
en's team  finished  14lh  out 
of  26  teams  and  were  led  by 
Hannah  Laviolette.  who  ran 
the  5,000-meter  course  in 
20  minutes  and  49  seconds. 
She  finished  50th  out  of  a 
group  of  276  runners. 

During  Homecoming 
Weekend,  WNEC  also  in- 
ducted the  2005  Men's  Soc- 
cer Team.  Norm  Leclerc 
(Contributor).  Tim  Sullivan 
'81  (Wrestling).  Ryan  Nolan 
'97  (Men's  Lacrosse),  Mar- 
vin Langley  '03  (Football/ 
Lacrosse),  and  Brenda  Post 
Kiliebrew  '03  (Women's 
Volleyball)  to  the  Downes 
Athletic  Hall  of  Fame  as  the 
Class  of  2010. 
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WNEC  takes  awards  at  NACA  conference 


By  Sara  Sullivan 

This  past  weekend  stu- 
dents from  Western  New 
England  College  received 
the  Excellence  in  Program- 
ming Award,  Most  Creative 
School  Swap  Display,  and 
Best  Poster  at  the  National 
Association  for  Campus 
Activities  (NACA)  Confer- 
ence in  Hartford,  CT.  About 
10  students  from  the  Cam- 
pus Activities  Board,  Stu- 
dent Senate,  and  Residence 
Hall  Association  attend  this 
conference  annually. 

The  Programming  in 
Excellence  Award  is  given 
each  year  at  NACA  to  a 
school  who  exhibits  out- 
standing programming 
skills,  high  attendance  num- 
bers, and  effective  use  of 
evaluations.  Through  this, 
they  had  to  describe  five 
events  CAB  has  put  on  over 
the  past  year.  These  events 


//  was  WNEC's  time  to  .shine  ihi> 
Image:  Becky  Budynkiewicz 


mi  at  NACA. 


included  WNEC  Palooza 
when  Ryan  Cabera  came 
earlier  this  year,  Cooper- 
stown  Baseball  Hall  of 
Fame  Trip.  WNEC's  Birth- 
day, and  Spring  Week  from 
last  semester.  These  are 
just  a  few  of  the  events  they 


could  have  chosen  from. 

This  is  the  second  year 
in  a  row  Western  New  Eng- 
land College's  delegation 
won  Most  Creative  School 
Swap  Display  Award.  The 
theme  of  this  year's  confer- 


ence was  Imagination.  The 
delegation  decided  to  cre- 
ate a  display  with  the  clas- 
sic movie,  Pagemaster  in 
mind. 

The  last  recognition 
the  school  received  was 
from  a  poster  submitted 
by  the  Gay/Straight  Alli- 
ance club  here  on  campus. 
Many  students  on  campus 
participated  in  the  making 
nl  this  poster  by  covering 
ihcir  mouths  with  duct  tape, 
which  was  used  to  promote 
Day  of  Silence. 

If  you  would  like  to 
take  part  we  encourage  you 
to  join  one  of  these  clubs. 
Or  if  you  have  materials 
from  any  club  or  organiza- 
tion on  campus  hold  onto 
them  submit  to  Student  Ac- 
tivities for  next  year's  con- 
ference. 


Battle  of  the  Bands;  WNEC  students  show  they  have  talent 

performance  of'Walking  In 
Memphis"  by  Marc  Cohn. 

Coming  in  fourth 
place  was  another  electric 
guitar  player.  Tyler.  Using 
background  beats  from  his 
iPod.  he  was  able  to  play 
long  electric  guitar  numbers 
in  the  foretront.  Tyler  also 
utilized  foot-controlled  dis- 
tortion peddles  to  change 
the  sound  of  his  guitar  and 
mix  it  up  a  little. 

Chairperson,  Jack- 
ie Buczkowski,  was  very 
pleased  with  the  success  of 
the  night,  the  performers, 
and  the  turnout  alike.  Buc- 
zkowski was  able  to  sum  up 
the  success  of  the  event,  and 
the  appreciation  she  had  for 
those  who  came  out,  after 
the  show. 

"It  went  better  than 
planned.  We  put  a  lot  of 
work  into  making  this  event 
happen  so  the  success  was 
great  to  see.  I  was  scared 
that  no  one  would  sign  up 
but  that  was  not  the  case.  It 
looked  like  everyone  had  a 
good  time,  and  I  cannot  wait 
to  bring  this  event  back  in 
the  future." 


By  Hannah  Berling 

WNEC  students 
came  out  to  a  recent  event 
and  showed  the  campus  that 
you  don't  have  to  be  on  a  re- 
ality show,  or  even  to  sing, 
to  flaunt  your  talent. 

The  CAB  Small 
Concerts  Committee 
brought  WNEC  Battle  of 
the  Bands  back  for  the  first 
time  since  2005.  The  com- 
petition featured  one  band 
and  three  solo  acts  compet- 
ing for  the  grand  prize  of 
$200. 

The  evenings  victor 
was  an  electric  guitar  player 
named  Tino.  He  used  his 
time  on  stage  to  impress 
the  judges  with  guitar  se- 
lections that  included  Iron 
Maiden,  original  pieces,  and 
even  an  electric  guitar  cover 
of  a  Bach  piece.  After  being 
named  the  night's  big  win- 
ner, he  was  quite  shocked. 

"It's  exciting;  I 
wasn't  expecting  it  at  all.  I 
truly  thought  the  band  be- 
fore me  would  win,"  he  stat- 
ed at  the  end  of  the  night. 

The   second  place 


Image:  Jackie  Buczkoski 


$125  winners  were  the  only 
actual  "band"  of  the  night, 
named  Uhhh...  They  were 
comprised  of  three  stu- 
dents: Nick  Palmer.  Doug 
Faulkner,  and  Tom  Galica, 
who  had  only  been  practic- 
ing as  a  band  for  48  hours. 
They  used  all  original  com- 
positions utilizing  guitar, 
drums,  keyboard,  and  vo- 
cals. At  one  point,  Faulkner 
jumped  off  the  stage  and 


started  drumming  on  cans 
and  bowls  from  the  grill. 

Third  place  and 
$50  dollar  winner  was  Neil 
VonFlatem,  who  performed 
covers  of  popular  songs  on 
both  the  guitar  and  piano. 
He  performed  songs  such 
as.  Pink  Floyd's  "Wish  You 
Were  Here,"  Dispatch's 
"Prince  of  Spades,"  and 
Jay  Sean's  "Down".  He 
closed  his  set  with  a  piano 
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Freak  Week:  the  tradition  continues 


Local  bands  were 
ablaze,  vampires  were  ram- 
pant, and  the  murder  count 
topped  at  one  last  week 
at  Western  New  England 
College.  On  October  23rd 
through  the  30th,  the  Cam- 
pus Activities  Board  hosted 
its  annual  Freak  Week,  with 
contributions  also  by  the 
Residence  Hall  Associa- 
tion and  the  Freshman  and 
Sophomore  Student  Sen- 
ate Councils.  Halloween 
themed  events  were  stag- 
gered throughout  the  week, 
scaring  students  and  staff 
right  into  the  Halloween 
spirit. 

CAB  subcommit- 
tees worked  diligently 
throughout  the  week  pre- 
paring for  events  such  as 
Battle  of  the  Bands,  Twi- 
light movie  showing.  Psy- 
chic Fair,  comedian  perfor- 
mance by  Arvin  Mitchell, 
Game  Show  Competition, 
the  Murder  in  Sin  City  Mys- 
tery Dinner,  Spooktacular 
Pumpkin  Painting,  and  the 
travel  trip  to  the  Trail  of 
Terror. 

The  week  began 
with  a  thrilling  Battle  of 
the  Bands  concert,  hosted 
by  CAB  small  concerts. 
The  show  was  held  in  the 
Rock,  and  the  performanc- 
es included  three  solo  acts 
and  one  band.  Prizes  were 
awarded  to  the  first,  second, 
and  third  place  winners, 
with  a  two  hundred  dollar 
gift  card,  a  one  hundred,  a 
twenty-five  dollar  gift  card, 
and  a  fifty-dollar  gift  card 
respectively. 

"Battle  of  the  Bands 
was  really  fun.  1  wish 
WNEC  had  more  events 
like  this,"  commented  Neil 
Von  Flatem,  the  competi- 
tion's third  place  winner. 


Battle  of  the  hands  was  one  of  many  events  durmg  freak  we 
Image:  Jackie  Buczkoski 

On  Tuesday,  CAB  The  next  event  on 

Films  Committee  presented  the  Freak  Week  agen- 
the  movie,  "Twilight  Saga:    da  was  the  Game  Show 


Eclipse."  The  event  was 
held  in  Rivers  where  stu- 
dents who  attended  were 
able  to  make  their  own  cup- 
cakes and  cookies  while 


Competition,  which  was 
held  in  the  Rock  Cafe  on 
Thursday  Seven  students 
competed  in  a  minute-to- 
win-it   style  competition. 


they  tested  their  Twilight  where  they  participated  in 
knowledge  with   a  trivia    elimination  rounds  that  m- 


game  before  the  movie. 

On  Monday,  CAB  tt-a- 
ditions  had  a  Psychic  Fair, 
where  students  were  able  to 
have  their  palms  read  or  get 
a  tarot  card  readings.  The 


volved  stacking  chocolate 
ding-dongs  on  their  fore- 
heads, mummy  wrapping, 
and  cup  stacking. 

"It  was  a  great  way 
to  spend  a  Thursday  night," 


Rock  Cafe  was  packed  with  said  one  ot  the  competitors, 
students  wanting  to  know    Michael  Cialdea 


more  about  themselves  and 
what  the  future  has  in  store 
for  them. 

"Being  a  part  of 
CAB  and  helping  out  with 


Friday  was  a  busy  day 
for  the  CAB  Traditions  sub- 
committee, which  hosted 
two  events:  Murder  in  Sin 
City  Mystery  Dinner  and 


some   of  the   events   for  Spooktackular  Pumpkin 

Freak  Week  was  a  great  Painting.  The  Murder  Mys- 

experience.  I  got  to  learn  a  tery  Dmner  entertained  a 

lot  about  myself,  meet  tons  full  house  with  hours  ot 


of  new  people,  and  get  in 
volved  on  campus  while 
having  ftin  throughout  the 
entire  process,"  stated  CAB 
Traditions  Member,  Manik 
Zarmanian. 

On  Wednesday 
night,  the  Rock  Cafe  was 
filled  with  students,  eager 
to  wimess  Arvin  Mitchell 


Vegas-styled  drama,  dress, 
and  drinks.  Students  acted 
out  their  casino  roles  while 
attempting  to  uncover  the 
identity  of  the  murderer. 
The  dinner  was  complete 
with  a  delicious  full  course 
meal,  dessert,  and  mock- 
tails. 

The    night  ended 


to  wimess  rtiviii  iviii\-in_ii  '        ,  . 

in  all  his  comedic  glory  as  with  Spooktacular  Pumpkin 

he  provided  a  packed  room  Painting  in  the  Rock  Cafe, 

with  plenty  of  laughs  to  last  where  students  where  able 

the  rest  of  the  night.  to  decorate  their  own  pump- 


kins, unwind,  and  listen  to 
a  storyteller  who  provided 
the  group  with  numerous 
spooky  stories. 

"Freak  Week  was  a 
great  success  and  I  couldn't 
have  done  it  without  sup- 
port from  my  committee!  1 
had  a  great  time  throughout 
the  week  and  1  hope  that 
everyone  on  campus  did  as 
well,"  stated  Felicia  War- 
ren, Chairperson  of  CAB 
Traditions. 

The  entire  week  led 
up  to  the  final  event,  which 
was  the  trip  to  the  Trail  of 
Terror  in  Wallingford,  Con- 
necticut. The  trip  was  so 
popular  it  sold  out  a  week 
before.  53  WNEC  students 
walked,  cried,  laughed,  and 
screamed  their  way  through 
the  45  minute  haunted  trail. 

"Scares  and  thrills 
were  around  every  comer 
at  the  Trail  of  Terror.  CAB 
did  an  amazing  job  planning 
this  year's  Freak  Week  trav- 
el event!"  commented  John 
McCabe.  sophomore,  who 
attended  the  event. 

As  if  that  weren't 
enough  fun  for  one  week, 
the  days  proceeding  Hal- 
loween would  not  have 
been  complete  without  the 
Haunted  Trail  hosted  by  the 
Council  of  2013  and  co- 
sponsored  by  Ihe  Council 
of  2014  and  RHA's  annual 


Trick-or-Treat  event. 

Throughout  Thurs- 
day night,  students  followed 
the  caution  tape  across  cam- 
pus to  the  cross-country 
trails  located  behind  the 
football  field  to  get  to  the 
Haunted  Trail.  Council 
members  dressed  for  their 
parts  and  hid  in  the  woods 
as  students  walked  through 
the  dark  hoping  to  make  it 
past  the  axe  murder  and  get 
out  alive. 

"It  was  very  suc- 
cessful. Council  worked 
really  hard  to  put  it  on  and 
it  definitely  showed,"  com- 
mented Pat  Eraser,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  2013  Council. 

RHA's  Trick-or-Treat 
was  a  community  service 
program  intended  to  pro- 
vide a  fun  and  safe  Hallow- 
een event  for  local  Spring- 
field kids  who  may  not  have 
been  able  to  have  a  ttick-or- 
treating  experience.  Ever- 
green Village  was  overrun 
by  dinosaurs,  nerds,  cartoon 
characters,  and  many  more 
interesting  and  amusing 
costume-clad  children,  all 
hoping  to  get  some  candy 
and  have  some  fun. 

"Seeing  the  little 
kids  take  over  Evergreen 
with  smiles  is  definitely  a 
highlight  of  the  many  things 
RHA  does  for  this  campus," 
stated  the  Plymouth  Assis- 
tant Resident  Manager,  Ste- 
phen Toomy. 

The  main  catalysts  for 
college  programming,  CAB, 
RHA.  and  Student  Senate, 
have  fulfilled  Iheir  duties  in 
providing  the  WNEC  cam- 
pus with  interactive  events 
and  fun  opportunities  to  get 
involved,  meet  new  people, 
and  enrich  the  local  com- 
munities. 


Slam  poetry  comes  to  WNEC  November  12th 


By  Jeff  Gaudioso 

Slam  Poetry  comes  to 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege where  poets  George 
Watsky  and  Shihan  perform 
live  on  campus  for  a  free 
show  in  the  Rock  Cafe  at 
9pm  on  Friday,  November 
12th. 

George  Watsky  has 
performed  at  conferences 
and  colleges  in  almost  half 


of  the  United  States.  Watsky 
was  featured  on  Season  Six 
of  "Russell  Simmons  Pres- 
ents: Def  Poetry"  on  HBO. 
He  was  also  the  2006  Youth 
Speaks  Grand  Slam  Poet- 
ry Champion.  2006  Brave 
New  Voices  International 
Poetry  Slam  Champion,  and 
performed  in  a  record  six 
consecutive  Youth  Speaks 
Grand  Slam  Finals.  In 
2009,  Watsky  was  one  of 


three  poets  who  performed 
live  on  FOX  at  the  NAACP 
Image  Awards  in  honor  ol 
Russell  Simmons'  Lifetime 
Achievement  Award. 

Shihan  was  the  Na- 
tional Poetry  Slam  Cham- 
pion in  2004,  and  National 
Poetry  Slam  Finalist:  2nd  in 
2001,  5th  in  2003,  and  3rd 
in  2005.  Shihan  has  been 
featured  on  a  variety  of 
media  outlets,  such  as  ap- 


pearances on  six  seasons  of 
HBO's  "Def  Poetry."  NBC. 
MTV.  Nike's  Battlegrounds, 
and  five  national  tours,  in- 
cluding the  Tony  Award 
Winning.  "Russell  Simmons 
Presents;  Def  Poetry  Jam" 
International  Tour.  In  2005. 
Shihan  became  the  first 
poet  to  have  a  poem  named 
"Download  of  the  Week"  on 
iTunes.com. 

For  more  informa- 


tion and  for  sample  po- 
etry performances,  you  can 
search  for  poems  by  these 
artists  online.  Then,  come 
watch  them  perform  live 
on  campus  for  a  fi-ee  show 
on  November  12th  at  9pm 
in  the  Rock  Cafe.  We  look 
forward  to  seeing  you  there! 
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WNEC  Entrepreneurship  Club  student  spotlight:  Tyler  Weed 


By  Canio  Carlucci 

The  WNEC  Entre- 
preneurship Club  will  now 
Ije  sponsoring  a  new  fea- 
ture in  The  Westerner  that 
will  discuss  students  at 
this  school  that  have  gone 
beyond  the  classroom  and 
student  involvement  to  en- 
gage in  business  ventures 
that  are  not  affiliated  with 
WNEC.  The  entrepreneur- 
ship  club  feels  it  is  impor- 
tant that  these  individuals 
receive  recognition  for  their 
achievements  outside  of  the 
classroom,  as  well  as  apply- 
ing their  education  to  real 
life  situations. 

For  this  issue  we  met 
with  Tyler  Weed,  co-found- 
er and  CEO  of  Scorpion 
Arms  LLC.  Tyler  is  cur- 
rently a  senior  general  busi- 
ness major  taking  classes 
ftill  time  at  WNEC,  in  fact 
he  takes  his  full  course  load 
on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays 
so  that  he  can  head  down 
to  his  office  every  Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday  to 
manage  his  business. 

Scorpion  Arms 
is  the  internet's  premier 
source  for  parts  and  acces- 
sories made  for  firearms 
produced  by  PTR  91,  a  tac- 
tical weapons  manufacturer 
based  out  of  Unionville  CT. 
We  were  fortunate  enough 
to  interview  Tyler  and  talk 
to  him  first  hand  about  his 
business  as  well  as  discuss 
any  suggestions  he  may 
have  for  students  interested 
in  starting  their  own  entre- 
preneurial ventures. 


Another  day  at  the  of- 
fice: Tyler  firing  some  test 
rounds  as  part  of  a  quality 
control  procedure. 

Image:  Scorpion  Arms 

Tell  me  about  your 
business  and  what  it  does. 

"Well,  Scorpion  Arms 
is  an  e-commerce  business 
that  sells  firearms  parts 
and  accessories.  My  cousin 
(Mike  Fiorini)  and  I  started 
the  company  in  February 
2009.  Right  now,  we  are 
specific  to  the  firearms  of 
one  manufacturer,  PTR  91 
Inc.  and  we  have  about  200 
different  parts  and  acces- 
sories that  we  offer.  We  are 
also  continually  expanding 
our  product  selection  and 
add  on  average  two  new 
products  a  month." 

How  did  you  get  start- 
ed in  this  industry? 

■'Actually,  it  was  kind 
of  by  accident.  When  I  was 
16  my  grandfather  became 
majority  investor  of  a  fire 


arms  company  (PTR  91 
Inc.).  About  a  year  later  he 
had  asked  me  if  1  was  look- 
ing for  a  job  and  said  he  had 
some  part  time  work  for  a 
friend  and  me  if  we  were  in- 
terested. We  completed  the 
project  about  4  months  later 
and  they  asked  me  to  stay 
on  as  the  Inventory  Man- 
ager. Some  things  happened 
internally  and  1  actually 
ended  up  working  a  bunch 
of  different  jobs  for  them. 
Including  firearms  assem- 
bly, customer  service  rep- 
resentative, sales  represeii- 
tative  and  a  few  other  posi- 
tions. Seven  years  later  and 
I'm  still  doing  it  (laughs)." 

What  decisions  have 
you  made  to  increase  your 
competitive  advantage 
since  founding  your  busi- 
ness? 

"Well  my  biggest  com- 
petitive advantage  is  my 
first  hand  experience  and 
knowledge  of  the  firearms, 
which  I  pass  along  to  my 
customers.  Unfortunately, 
as  Prof  McKeon  pointed 
out  "You  can't  clone  your- 
self so  I  have  been  strug- 
gling with  how  to  increase 
that  competitive  advantage. 
The  one  thing  1  have  done  is 
picked  up  a  work  cell  phone 
and  whenever  I'm  out  of 
the  office  the  calls  are  for- 
warded to  the  cell.  Which 
has  been  fantastic.  I  can 
help  West  Coast  customers 
when  they  expect  a  business 
to  be  open  from  the  comfort 
of  my  couch.  My  record  is 
taking  a  phone  call  and  or- 
der at  1 1  P.M.  just  a  couple 
of  weeks  ago." 


How  does  the  eco- 
nomic climate  affect  your 
industry  and  your  busi- 
ness specifically? 

"Just  like  any  other 
business  1  am  definitely  af- 
fected by  the  ups  and  downs 
of  the  economy.  Obviously, 
when  the  economy  is  good 
people  will  have  more 
money  to  spend  and  buy 
more  parts  and  accessories 
they'll  buy.  Fortunately  for 
me  though,  when  the  econ- 
omy is  down  the  uncertain- 
ty drives  sales  of  firearms, 
parts,  and  accessories  up." 

How  does  the  political 
climate  affect  your  indus- 
try and  your  business? 

"Coincidentalty.  the 
economy  is  usually  affected 
by  political  changes,  and 
uncertainty  is  the  political 
environment  drives  sales 
much  more  than  a  down 
economy.  Historically  there 
is  a  very  large  boom  in  the 
firearms  industry  when 
Democrats  are  in  power. 
This  stems  largely  from  the 
Federal  Assault  Weapons 
Ban  that  was  passed  by  the 
Clinton  administration  in 
1994.  It  was  the  first  act  of 
its  kind  and  the  fireanns  in- 
dustry hasn't  really  calmed 
down  since.  When  Obama 
was  elected  I  was  still  work- 
ing at  the  firearms  manufac- 
turer and  practically  over- 
night we  were  backed  or- 
dered for  about  22  months." 

What  are  some  busi- 
ness objectives  you  have 
set,  and  what  steps  have 
you  taken  to  achieve 
them? 

"My     largest  objec- 


tive right  now  is  to  grow 
the  business.  1  try  to  save 
money  wherever  possible 
and  devote  as  much  as  I 
can  to  expansion.  As  far  as 
expansion  goes,  I  follow  a 
bunch  of  online  forums  and 
ask  my  customers  what  they 
are  looking  for.  This  gives 
me  several  ideas  which  1 
research  for  a  few  weeks  to 
find  the  best  quality  pans 
and  accessories  and  then  if 
it  fits  my  business  model  I 
go  ahead  and  order  them." 

Do  you  have  any  com- 
ments or  suggestions  for 
students  looking  to  start 
their  own  business? 

"I  started  my  business 
with  minimal  planning  and 
preparation,  which  is  my 
biggest  regret.  Everything 
has  still  worked  out  well 
for  me,  but  I'm  very  confi- 
dent that  it  would  have  been 
much  easier  for  the  com- 
pany and  myself  Which 
leads  me  to  me  two  biggest 
pieces  of  advice  for  any  as- 
piring entrepreneurs;  it  may 
sound  a  little  cliched  but, 
make  sure  you  are  willing  to 
devote  all  of  your  time  and 
energy  to  making  the  busi- 
ness work.  Secondly,  keep 
yourself  grounded  in  the 
few  months  before  and  after 
you  open  your  business.  I 
found  myself  getting  really 
excited  and  caught  up  in  the 
thrill  of  it  all  of  the  fime  and 
really  had  to  bring  myself 
back  to  reality." 

For  more  infromalions 
on  the  WNEC  Entrepre- 
neurship Cluh  or  to  Join 
email  wnecee(a'gmail.  com 


Westerner  Beer  Review 

Pick  Axe  Pale  Ale 


By  Canio  Carlucci  and  Adie  Giguere 

The  Beer  Pros 


For  the  first  review  of 
the  semester,  we  decided  to  go 
with  something  totally  random. 
After  a  25  minute  trip  to  Winn 
that  was  more  like  a  trip  to 
Blockbuster,  we  returned  with 
a  $10  six-pack  of  Pick  Axe 
Pale  Ale  by  TommylCnocker 
Brewery.  With  no  expectations 
other  than  the  obvious  fact  it 
is  a  pale  ale,  we  cracked  open 
a  few  bottles  and  got  to  work. 
Our  first  observation  was  a 
sweet  citrus  smell,  followed  by 
a  first  sip  which  revealed  a  me- 
dium bodied,  mildly  carbonat- 


ed beer  with  the  typical  citrus/ 
hoppy  pale  ale  taste.  Pick  Axe, 
however,  has  slightly  more  of 
a  citrus  orange  taste  than  most 
pale  ales  and  we  felt  it  was 
missing  something,  perhaps  a 
crisp  punch  or  a  belter  at^er- 
laste.  But  in  the  end.  we  both 
agreed  that  while  it  may  be  a 
tasty  beer,  it  was  nothing  too 
special,  especially  at  $10  a  six 
pack.  We  give  Pick  Axe  Pale 
Ale  3/5  beers,  primarily  be- 
cause it  is  way  too  expensive 
for  broke  college  students  like 


Tommyknocker  Pick 
Axe  Pale  Ale 

III 


3/5  Beers 


Green  Tips 


Reduce:  This  can  be  as  simple  as  trying  to  leduce  the  amount  ofelectricity  you  use 
and  avoid  wasting  water;  you  could  also  watchwjjj 
with  less  plastic.  Hint:  avoid  individually 

Reuse:  Just  because  you've  us( 
to  get  rid  of  it!  Reuse  it  the 
clothes,  etc.  The  possibilitie! 

Recycle:  Always  remembef 
etc,  whenevet  possible.  Ri 
around  campus. 
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Upcoming  Campus  Events 


"Hiesday  11/9 

8:00  PM 

-  Senior  Series:  How 

10  Afford  Grad  School 

-  Evergreen  Commons 

Thursday  11/11 

9:30  &  12:30  PM 

-  Dr  Maura  Citllen  on 

Diversity  &  Social  Justice 

-  Sleith  WO 

9:00  PM 

-  200  Days  Party 

-  Rivers 

-  (Hosted  by  Senior  Council) 


Diversity  Weekend 

9:00  PM 

-  Slam  Poetry:  George 

Watsky  &  Shihan 

-  Rock  Cafe 

-  (Hosted  by  CAB) 

1 1 :00  PM 

-Lale  Night  @  the  Rock 
-Rock  Cafe 

Saturday  11/13 

All  Day  -  Open  House 

6:00  PM 

-  World  Fesi 

-  Rivers 

-  (Hosted  by  V&ME) 


8:00  PM 

-  Small  Concert:  Jason 

-  Ramsey  Rock  Cafe 

-  (Hosted  by  CAB) 

1 1 :00  PM 

-  Lale  Night  @  the  Rock 

-  Rock  Cafe 

Sunday  11/14 

-  J  .  00  PM 

-  Fall  Concert  Showcase 

-  Sleith  100 

-  (Hosted  by  Campus  Chorus) 

11/15  - 11/20  Hunger  &  Homeless 
Week 

Tliursday  11/18 

5:00  PM 

-  Hunger  Banquet 

-  Bears  Den 

-  (Hosted  by  C.A.R.E.) 

Friday  11/19 

7:00  PM 

-  Slageless  Show 

-  Sleith  100 

-  (Hosted  by  Slageless  Players) 
8:00  PM 

-  Improv  on  the  Rocks 

-  Rock  Cafe 

-  (Hosted  by  Improv  Comedy 
Troupe) 

1 1 :00  PM 

-  Lale  Night  @  the  Rack  Cafe 


Saturday  11/20 

8:00  AM 
~  Boston  Trip 

-  Boston.  MA 

-  (Hosted  by  CAB) 

10:00  AM 

-  Turkey  Trot 
-AHLC 

-  (Hosted  by  SAAC) 

2:00  &  7:00  PM 

-  Slageless  Show 

-  Sleith  100 

-  (Hosted  by  Slageless  Players) 

Sunday  11/21 

9:00  AM 

-  Archery  Trip 

-  (Hosted  by  Outing  Club) 

7:00  PM 

-  Film:  Inception 

-  Rivers 

-  (Hosted  by  CAB) 


The  Westerner  Needs  More  Writers! 

Do  you  have  strong  opinions?  Do  you  \ike  writing? 
Do  you  ever  wish  you  were  involved  on  campus??? 
If  you  answered  yes  to  any  of  those  questions,  join- 
ing The  Westerner  Staft  may  be  just  the  right  thing 
for  you.  Whether  you  are  an  accomplished  journalist 
or  just  someone  looking  to  make  their  voice  heard. 


If  you  are  interested  in  joining  come  to  the  next 
neeling  or  send  an  e-mail  to  thewestemetsn@ya- 


^feet^/l^;  Time: 

Tuesdays  (a  6  PM  in  Riven  Room  105 


Library  books  mysteriously  go  missing 


By  Andrea  Melone 


Futile  research  pa- 
pers are  frustrating  enough 
when  the  necessary  infor- 
mation is  fairly  easy  to  find. 
When  the  single  book  that 
1  need  to  write  a  paper  has 
mysteriously  vanished,  1 
find  myself  in  an  irritating 
situation. 

Through  no  fault  of 
the  library,  the  particular 
book  1  needed  went  miss- 
ing. My  partner  and  I  re- 
turned each  day,  hoping  to 
find  it  sitting  innocently 
on  the  shelf,  but  to  our  and 
the  librarians'  confusion, 
the  book  remained  lost  un- 
til long  after  the  paper  was 
due.  Not  only  did  we  have 
to  search  through  various 
other  books  of  the  same 
section,  but  we  had  to  do  a 


Where  do  they  go??? 
Image:  Google 

search  for  vague,  possibly 
helpful  topics. 

Not  that  research 
itself  is  particularly  diffi- 
cult, but  I  should  point  out 
that  we  were  originally  told 
the  exact  book  to  find  our 
information  in,  by  our  pro- 
fessors. They  too  were  puz- 
zled by  the  book's  absence, 
and  recommended  other 
possible  -  but  in  the  end  un- 
helpful -  choices  of  books. 

Finally,  just  before 


the  paper  was  due  -  we  were 
given  an  extension,  but  it 
was  not  long  enough  to  lo- 
cate the  book,  even  with  the 
librarians'  help  -  we  man- 
aged to  come  across  a  thin, 
old  book  which  the  librarian 
deemed  might  be  helpful, 
but  she  doubted  it.  We  were 
able  to  write  a  short,  two- 
and-a-half  page  paper,  and 
stiil  receive  high  marks. 

So  if  you  ever  use 
a  reference  book  -  which 


cannot  be  taken  from  the 
library  -  either  put  it  back 
where  you  found  it,  or  else 
give  it  to  the  front  desk  to 
put  away.  Amid  my  own 
aggravation,  the  librarians 
struggled  to  locate  the  book 
(technically,  books,  as  in 
two  volumes  were  missing), 
and  were  upset,  and  the 
prospect  of  not  finding  the 
book  and  having  to  spend 
a  good  amount  of  money 
to  replace  it.  This  was  not 
just  an  inconvenience  for 
my  partner  and  I,  but  for 
the  librarians  who  each 
spent  time  hunting  it  down. 
Please,  please  be  consider- 
ate of  other  when  using  li- 
brary books.  Trust  me  when 
I  tell  you  it  is  NOT  a  pleas- 
ant experience  attempting 
to  write  a  paper  without  the 
necessary  book. 
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Interested  in  Writing? 

The  Westerner  is  al- 
ways looking  for  writers, 
whether  you  are  an  ac- 
complished journalist  or 
just  someone  looking  to 
be  heard.  Meetings  are 
held  at  6-.00pm  on  Tues- 
day nights  in  Rivers  105. 
or  email  thewestemer- 
sn@yahoo.com  for  more 
info. 


Note: 

The  opinions  printed 
in  this  paper  do  not  neces- 
sarily represent  the  views 
of  The  Weslerner.  The 
Westerner  reserves  the 
right  to  reject  or  correct 
any  article,  letter,  classi- 
fied ad,  or  advertisement 
due  to  space  limitations, 
grammar,  and  content. 
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Civility  pledge  unveiled  to  campus 


By:  Jackie  Clarke 


during  their  presentation  to 
the  President's  Staff,"  said 
Coach  Jen  Kolins,  one  of 
the  advisors  of  the  Student 
Civility  Leadership  Team, 
who  attended  the  meet- 
ing. "It  was  a  true  honor 
for  all  of  us  to  be  present 
at  the  meeting  and  a  very 
special  moment  for  the  stu- 
dents to  obtain  signatures 
on  the  civility  pledge  cards 
from  Dr.  Caprio  and  his 
staff.  Spreading  the  mes- 
sage of  civility  and  respect 


A  new  pledge  spon- 
sored by  the  Student  Civil- 
ity Leadership  team  was 
signed  by  President  Caprio 
and  his  staff  to  unveil  West- 
em  New  England  College's 
Commitment  to  Civility  and 
Diversity  Statement. 

The  Student  Civil- 
ity Leadership  Team  met 
with  President  Caprio  and 
his  staflF  on  Thursday,  No- 
vember 11.  The  students 

explained  to  the  President's  to  their  campus  community 
Team  who  the  group  was  is  something  that  each  and 
and  what  their  pledge  was  every  member  of  the  team 
all  about.  The  President  feels  passionate  about,  and 
and  his  staff  signed  the  ci-   having  the  opportunity  to 


Vice  Fresidciil  jur  Markclinn  anil  External  Affairs  Barbara 
Campanella  ami  College  President  Anthony  Caprio  sign  the 
Civility  Pledge  with  Student-Civility  Leadership  Team  members 
Nicole  Copertino  and  Jackie  Clarke 

ity  on  Tuesday,  November   card  to  keep  with  the  pledge 


vility  and  diversity  pledge, 
excited  about  the  pledge  be- 
ing implemented  on  campus 
in  order  to  enhance  campus- 
wide  awareness  on  civility 
and  diversity. 

"It  was  inspiring  to 
watch  the  pride  that  the  Ci- 
vility Leadership  Team  had 


share  their  message  and 
gamer  support  in  this  forum 
was  a  privilege." 

The  students  of  the 
Civility  Leadership  Team 
had  a  table  in  the  Campus 
Center  where  students,  fac- 
ulty, and  staff  were  able  to 
sign  the  pledge  for  civil- 


9.  Each  person  would  sign 
the  white  pledge  card  with 
the  civility  statement  on  it. 
By  pledging,  the  students 
are  supporting  campus  wide 
diversity  and  civility  for  all 
students. 

After  the  students 
signed  the  white  pledge 
card,  they  received  a  yellow 


statement  they  signed  in 
English  on  one  side  and 
Spanish  on  the  other.  In 
addition  to  the  pledge,  a 
bookmark  was  provided, 
created  by  the  Student  Ci- 
vility Leadership  Team. 
The  bookmark  contains 
contact  information  for  stu- 

Continued  on  page  i 


Spring  event  plans  underway 


By:  Sarah  Carbone 

It's  that  time  of  year 
again;  the  planning  for  this 
year's  annual  Spring  Event 
performance  in  April  is  of- 
ficially underway. 

Third  year  volunteer, 
Kaylee  McDonald,  has  high 
expectations  and  is  very 
excited  to  be  Chairperson 
of  this  year's  event,  "It's 
one  of  the  biggest  events  of 
the  whole  year  and  1  really 
hope  everybody  loves  it!" 

Based  on  the  atten- 
dance from  past  years  per- 
formances such  as  Lewis 
Black,  Third  Eye  Blind,  and 
most  recently  Sean  Kings- 
ton and  Fabolous,  it  is  sure 
to  be  another  sold  out  show 
that  the  campus  will  be 
waiting  in  anticipation  for. 

Spring  Event  is  West- 
em  New  England  College's 
annual  peiformance  that 
takes  place  every  April  on 
campus.  Past  events  have 
featured  both  musicians 
and  comedians  alike.  It  is 
solely  planned  and  pro- 
duced by  student  volunteers 
who  work  over  the  course 


Last  year  s  spring  event  performer  Sean  Kingsto, 
Image:  Google 


of  months  in  preparation 
for  the  event.  There  are  four 
sub-committees  that  are  in- 
volved in  the  Spring  Event 
performance;  box  office, 
hospitality,  publicity/hype, 
and  production/volunteer 
management.  Each  commit- 
tee's members  put  in  an  im- 
mense amount  of  thought, 
time,  and  energy  into  mak- 
ing sure  Spring  Event  is  a 
performance  the  campus 
won't  forget. 

While  this  year's  per- 
formance will  remain  a  se- 
cret until  the  publicity/hype 


committee  announces  it  in 
the  spring,  Kaylee  has  stat- 
ed that  it  has  been  narrowed 
down  to  the  top  four  choices 
and  bids  are  currently  be- 
ing offered  to  agents.  She  is 
very  optimistic  about  reac- 
tions and  says,  "1  think  the 
campus  will  be  really  sur- 
prised and  excited  for  the 
show  if  our  first  choice  ac- 
cepts our  bid." 

The  process  of  inter- 
viewing applicants  for  the 
four  chair  positions  has  also 
begun.  Once  the  positions 
have  been  filled,  the  rest  of 


the  planning  will  quickly 
takeoff! 

In  the  past  years  vari- 
ous events  have  taken  place 
around  campus  to  announce 
who  the  Spring  Event  per- 
former will  be.  Last  year 
was  one  of  the  first  years 
that  a  publicity  blitz  stunt 
was  done.  The  publicity/ 
hype  committee  gathered 
late  at  night  and  worked  un- 
til dawn  on  a  campus  wide 
publicity  blitz  including 
residence  areas,  academic 
buildings,  the  campus  cen- 
ter, and  just  about  anywhere 
else  they  could  get  their 
hands  on.  This  included 
various  forms  of  publicity 
from  mass  amounts  of  post- 
ers, banners,  and  flyers  to 
hundreds  of  balloons  and 
other  3-D  forms  of  publicity 
to  get  the  campus  hyped  and 
excited  for  show. 

One  of  the  more  recent 
criticisms  that  can  be  heard 
around  campus  regarding 
Spring  Event  is  the  issue 
of  attendance  numbers.  In 
the  past  approximately  only 

Continued  on  page  3 
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Movie  review:  For  Colored  Girls 


By:  Jackie  Clarke 

Tyler  Perry's  latest  film. 
For  Colored  Girls,  is  one  of 
this  year's  most  highly  an- 
ticipated films,  featuring 
emotionally  charged  perfor- 
mances from  its  star  studded 
all  African  American  fe- 
male cast  of  Janet  Jackson, 
Whoopi  Goldberg,  Loretta 
Devine,  Thandie  Newton, 
Anika  Noni  Rose,  Macy 
Gray,  Kimberly  Elise.  Phyli- 
cia  Rashad,  Kerry  Washing- 
ton, and  Tessa  Thompson. 

The  film  is  based  on  a 
book  of  poems  written  by 
Ntozake  Shange.  The  book 
and  play's  original  title  is 
For  Colored  Girls  Who  Have 
Considered  Suicide  When 
the  Rainbow  is  Enuf.  It  is 
a  series  of  20  poems  based 
on  the  lives  and  experiences 
of  seven  African  American 
women,  who  are  attributed 
to  seven  different  colors 
(Lady  in  Red,  Lady  in  Or- 
ange, Lady  in  Yellow,  Lady 
in  Green,  Lady  in  Blue, 
Lady  in  Purple,  and  Lady  in 
Brown).  The  poems  speak 
about  the  experiences  the 
women  have  had  with  rape, 
abortion,  infidelity,  sexual- 
ity, love,  and  self-identifica- 
tion. The  book  was  adapted 
into  a  Tony  Award  nominat- 
ed Broadway  play  in  1975. 

The  film  takes  place  in 
present  day  New  York  where 
Janet  Jackson  (Jo/Red)  is  a 
successful  fashion  magazine 
editor,  dealing  with  mari- 
tal issues  with  her  husband. 


Image:  Google 

Omari  Hard  wick  (Carl). 
Unlike  the  other  women, 
Jo  lives  a  wealthy  lifestyle, 
whose  lifestyle  she  wants 
nothing  to  do  with.  Kimber- 
ly Elise  (Crystal/Brown)  is 
Jackson's  assistant  at  work 
dealing  with  her  husband, 
Michael  Eaiy  (Beau),  whose 
post  traumatic  stress  behav- 
iors is  affecting  their  fam- 
ily. Loretta  Devine  (Juanita/ 
Green)  is  a  nurse  at  a  local 
hospital,  dealing  with  infi- 
delity from  her  boyfriend, 
Richard  Lawson  (Frank). 
Thandie  Newton  (Tangie/ 
Orange)  and  Tessa  Thomp- 
son (Nyla/Purple)  are  the 
two  daughters  of  Whoopi 
Goldberg  (Alice/ White). 
Tangie  is  the  sexually  pro- 
miscuous sister,  while  Nyla 
is  the  perfect  child  in  her 
mother's  eyes.  However, 
Alice's  devout  religious  be- 
liefs become  a  factor  in  the 
family  and  a  secret  will  ei- 
ther bring  this  family  togeth- 
er or  apart.    Although  her 


appearance  is  a  short  one, 
Macy  Gray  (Rose)  plays  a 
powerfiil  role  in  Tangie  and 
Nyla's  lives,  strengthening 
their  sisterly  bond.  Phyli- 
cia  Rashad  (Gilda)  plays 
the  landlord  of  the  apart- 
ment building  that  all  the 
women  reside  in,  except  Jo, 
and  intervenes  when  nec- 
essary. Anika  Noni  Rose 
(Yasmine/Yellow)  is  a 
dancer  with  her  own  dance 
studio  where  Nyla  is  a  stu- 
dent. Yasmine  has  a  blos- 
soming relationship  with 
Khalil  Kain  (Bill),  whose 
relafionship  takes  a  drastic 
turn,  changing  Yasmine's 
perspective  on  men  and 
herself.  Kerry  Washing- 
ton (Kelly/Blue)  is  married 
to  Hill  Harper  (Donald). 
They  have  a  healthy  rela- 
tionship, but  are  dealing 
with  a  slight  issue  in  their 
marriage.  Kelly  works  for 
Child  Services,  in  which 
she  becomes  involved  with 
Crystal   and   her  family. 


Through  one  character's 
turmoil,  all  the  women 
are  connected  and  come 
together  to  deal  with  the 
sadness  and  hardships  they 
have  experienced,  but  cel- 
ebrate their  lives  as  women 
and  the  strength  in  which 
they  have  in  themselves. 

Ntozake  Shange's  po- 
ems are  beautifully  inte- 
grated into  each  character's 
story  through  Tyler  Perry's 
screen  adaptation,  creating 
a  powerful  message  to  its 
audience.  It  also  connects 
women  together  and  shows 
how  strong  they  are  and 
how  influential  they  can  be 
in  society  and  in  relation  to 
one  another 

'i  did  not  have  a  lot 
of  background  as  I  had 
not  read  the  book  or  play; 
therefore  I  went  in  knowing 
only  what  I  had  seen  in  the 
preview,"  said  Kym  Wood, 
audience  member.  "How- 
ever, as  the  story  unfolded, 
I  felt  an  emotional  con- 
nection to  each  character 
and  their  story.  Although  I 
could  not  relate  specifical- 
ly to  the  events  they  were 
experiencing,  1  could  relate 
to  the  emotions  they  were 
going  through.  The  story 
left  me  feeling  empowered 
and  with  the  notion  of  no 
matter  how  bad  things  are, 
they  could  be  worse  and 
they  can  get  better  as  long 
as  you  stay  true  to  yourself 
and  your  beliefs." 


WNEC  celebrates  the  holiday  season  with  Festival  of  Lights 


By:  Andrea  Melone 


Student  Senate, 
Campus  Ministry.  and 
Campus  Chorus  hosted  a 
traditional  ceremony  known 
as  the  Festival  of  Lights, 
honoring  the  various  winter 
holidays,  on  December  2. 
2010.  Students  briefiy  ex- 
plained and  told  childhood 
stories  about  Advent,  Ha- 
nukkah,  Christmas,  Three 
Kings  Day,  and  Kwanza, 
and  the  chorus  sang  songs 
pertaining  to  the  holidays. 

President  Caprlo 
began  by  reminding  the  au- 
dience to  be  appreciative. 
"This  is  a  great  lime  to  be 
thinking  about  all  we  have," 
he  said,  and  continued,  not- 
ing those  who  have  much 
less,  and  to  consider  them  as 


well.  He  remarked,  "This  is 
a  wonderful  month  to  cel- 
ebrate life." 

Christopher  Nufer 
gave  a  personal  testimony 
from  the  Catholic  Campus 
Ministry,  explaining  the 
meaning  of  Advent  -  frans- 
lated  to  coming  or  arrival 
-  to  him,  and  lit  the  candles 
on  a  traditional  evergreen 
wreath. 

Jasm  Berry  and  Josh 
Goldberg  from  Havurah 
Campus  Ministry  told  about 
their  best-remembered  Ha- 
nukkahs,  and  lit  the  meno- 
rah  with  Rabbi  Gurland. 

Jacob  Lemme  from 
the  Protestant  Campus  Min- 
istry refiecled  on  his  ap- 
preciation for  more  than 
just  presents  on  Christmas, 


lighfing  the  middle  candle 
of  the  Advent  wreath. 

Alicia  Garcia  and 
Steven  Rodriguez  read 
about  Three  Kings  Day,  in 
English  then  in  Spanish, 
given  its  prominence  in 
Puerto  Rico  and  the  Domin- 
ican Republic. 

Bradford  Hillman 
and  Naomi  Guleng  read 
about  Kwanza  and  ex- 
plained its  significance  for 
the  African  American  cul- 
ture, then  lit  the  Kinara. 

The  Campus  Chorus 
sang  songs  to  represent  each 
of  the  religions,  and  follow- 
ing the  student  speeches, 
they  sang  while  the  audience 
passed  a  frame  to  light  each 
of  their  own  candles.  Dean 
Steffes  reminded  the  audi- 


ence to  remember  the  less 
fortunate,  and  to  be  thankfial 
for  loved  ones.  There  was 
also  food  afterward,  repre- 
senting the  different  faiths. 

"Campus  Ministry 
and  Campus  Chorus  worked 
very  well  this  year  with  Stu- 
dent Senate,"  said  Chris- 
topher Kelley,  Chair  of  the 
Festival  of  Lights  this  year. 
"As  the  chairperson  this 
year,  I  fried  to  incorporate 
different  styles  of  events 
that  have  worked  well  in 
other  events  and  shown  the 
Peace  and  Unity  through 
Diversity  that  this  campus 
has  to  offer,  and  I  feel  that 
the  sense  of  harmony  and 
faith  could  really  be  found 
throughout  the  evening." 
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Student  spotlight:  Chris  Milanesi 


By:  Chantel  Branco 

Whether  behind  the 
scenes  or  at  the  center  of  all 
the  attention,  Chris  Milane- 
si is  always  at  one  event  or 
another,  making  him  an  in- 
dispensable member  of  our 
community  here  at  Western 
New  England  College. 

His  friends  describe 
him  as  witty,  funny,  and 
a  genuinely  nice  guy,  and 
while  anyone  can  see  this 
is  all  true,  it's  clear  that  his 
outgoing  personality  and 
helpful  demeanor  have  also 
facilitated  his  rise  to  the 
newly  elected  presidential 
position  of  the  Campus  Ac- 
tivities Board  (CAB). 

Milanesi,  a  junior  fi- 
nance major,  is  very  in- 
volved on  campus  taking 
leadership  positions  in  nu- 
merous clubs  and  organiza- 
tions. Not  only  is  he  presi- 
dent of  CAB  and  returning 
co-president  of  Improv 
On  The  Rocks,  he  is  also 
a  member  of  Junior  Class 
Council  and  the  Student  Ad- 
visory Committee. 

His  mix  of  interests  and 
outlooks  have  put  him  in 
high  demand  around  cam- 
pus, making  him  a  perfect 
candidate  for  recognition 
in  the  Westerner.  In  an  in- 
terview, Milanesi  discussed 
his  future  plans  for  CAB 
and  also  shared  some  per- 
sonal anecdotes. 

Why  did  you  run  for 
CAB  president? 

"I  decided  to  run  for 
CAB  president  because  1 
have  been  a  member  of  the 
organization  since  I  was  a 
freshman  and  also  on  the 


executive  board  as  a  fresh- 
man (Spring  Semester). 
Needless  to  say  I  love  CAB, 
I  love  planning  events,  and 
I  love  being  behind  the 
scenes.  Ever  since  1  was  on 
the  e-board,  I  have  had  my 
eye  on  becoming  president 
because  I  enjoy  CAB  so 
much  I  want  to  do  every- 
thing I  can  to  make  the  or- 
ganization even  better  than 
it  already  is." 

What  are  your  plans 
for  the  future  of  CAB? 

"My  plans  for  the 
organization  are  to  keep  it 
moving  in  the  direction  that 
it  is  going  on  currently.  That 
is  a  positive  one.  I  want  to 
try  to  continue  to  increase 
attendance  at  our  events  and 
try  to  get  more  and  more 
people  involved  on  campus. 
I  want  to  be  a  great  sup- 
port center  for  the  executive 
board  and  really  challenge 
people  to  always  bring  their 
A  game  and  work  their 
hardest." 

What  is  your  most 
memorable  CAB  experi- 
ence? 

"My  most  memo- 
rable experience  on  CAB 
was  my  first  event  as  the 
comedy  chair.  We  had 
booked  Tim  Young  who 
was  a  small,  lesser-known 
comedian  from  NACA  and 
1  was  worried  about  atten- 
dance. He  arrived  and  there 
were  very  few  people  in  the 
audience  so  I  started  to  get 
discouraged.  I  went  in  and 
talked  with  him  and  got 
his  hospitality  and  when  ! 
returned  to  the  Rock  Cafe 
there  was  close  to  1 1 5  peo- 
ple there;  it  was  almost  like 


Chris  Milanesi 
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they  came  out  of  no  where. 
I  was  extremely  happy  at 
that  turn  out  and  it  just  per- 
petuated from  there,  every 
comedian  after  that  had  an 
amazing  turn  out.  Howev- 
er, as  a  CAB  member  my 
most  memorable  experi- 
ence was  meeting  Chip  and 
Greg  from  Whose  Line  is 
it  Anyways  during  Home- 
coming last  year  because  of 
my  Improv  background  and 
my  love  of  comedy;  it  was 
absolutely  amazing  meeting 
them." 

What  are  some  events 
that  no  WNEC  student 
should  miss? 

"Upcoming  events 
people  should  definitly  not 
miss;  our  last  improv  show 
of  the  semester  on  Dec  4th. 
Don't  forget  the  Lyrics  host- 
ed by  Junior  Council  Dec 
5th,  and  Last  comic  Stand- 
ing/Stress Relief  Friday 
hosted  by  CAB  Dec  10th." 


Spring  event  continued. 

1,100  tickets  have  been 
available  for  sale...  clearly 
not  being  enough  to  accom- 
modate every  student  that 
would  like  to  attend.  Kaylee 
explained  how  students  first 
raised  the  issue  last  year 
after  noticing  what  seemed 
to  be  large  empty  areas  in 
the  back  of  the  gymnasium 
w  here  there  weren't  people 
^tanding.  It  appeared  that 
although  the  maximum 
number  of  tickets  sold  out, 
it  seemed  as  if  a  more  con- 
siderable amount  of  stu- 
dents could  have  attended 
the  show  had  additional 
tickets  been  available. 

Kaylee  is  in  the  process 
of  meeting  with  public  safe- 
ty with  the  hopes  of  being 
allotted  more  tickets  to  sell 
this  year.  Over  the  years, 
the  Spring  Event  committee 
has  demonstrated  that  they 
manage  to  put  on  a  high  de- 
mand event  as  well  as  being 
able  to  have  the  volunteer 
power  to  maintain  control  at 
the  performance.  With  this 
in  mind,  the  committee  is 
hoping  to  be  able  to  release 
more  tickets  for  this  year's 
Spring  Event. 

While  all  the  particu- 
lars of  this  year's  perfor- 
mance are  still  up  in  the  air, 
there  is  one  thing  for  sure; 
Spring  Event  can't  happen 
with  out  the  volunteer  help 
from  students  on  each  of 
the  four  committees.  If  you 
have  any  interest  in  being 
apart  of  one  of  these  com- 
mittees for  this  years  Spring 
Event,  please  contact  Chair- 
person Kaylee  McDonald  at 
KM293 1 59@wnec.edu. 


Civility  pledge  contd. 

dents  with  any  questions 
they  may  have  about  civil- 
ity and  diversity  services  on 
campus  and  how  to  report 
acts  of  bias  if  they  have  wit- 
nessed any. 

Once  all  of  the  white 
pledge  cards  were  collect- 
ed, the  signed  pledge  cards 
will  be  put  on  a  poster  for 
the  campus  to  view  in  the 
Campus  Center,  in  order  to 
remind  them  of  the  pledge 
that  they  have  signed  and  to 
be  more  aware  of  ensuring 
that  each  student  receives 
civility  and  respect  Irom 
each  other  campus  wide. 

Coach  Jen  Kolins 
was  very  satisfied  with 
the  amount  of  effort  and 
success  the  Student  Civil- 
ity Leadership  Team  gen- 
erated throughout  Diver- 
sity Week.  "The  week 
was  incredible.  There  was 
a  constant  flow  of  West- 
em  New  England  College 
students,  administrators, 
faculty,  and  staff  that  vis- 
ited the  table  and  signed  the 
pledge.  Members  of  the  Ci- 
vility Leadership  Team  also 
reached  out  to  people  across 
campus  and  received  very 
enthusiastic  responses.  The 
week  was  a  culmination  of 
the  hard  work  and  initia- 
tive that  the  team  has  been 
working  towards  all  semes- 
ter. There  was  a  strong  sense 
of  community  throughout 
the  week.  Over  600  pledges 
were  collected,  but  now  the 
mission  is  to  reach  out  to 
clubs,  organizations,  athlet- 
ics, and  in  the  classrooms  to 
collect  more." 


Westerner  Beer  Review 


Miller  High  Life 


By  Canio  Carlucci  and  Adie  Giguere 


The  Champagne  of 
Beers,  Miller  has  been  in 
the  business  of  brewing 
beers  for  over  150  years, 
so  you  know  that  they  have 
been  doing  something  right. 
When  you  picture  the  stan- 
dard flavor  of  beer,  you 
are  picturing  Miller  High 
Life.  It  is  pretty  light,  goes 
down  easy,  and  has  nothing 
that  really  makes  it's  flavor 
stand  out.  With  that  said, 
it  is  not  a  bad  beer;  espe- 
cially because  of  its  price, 
you  can't  go  wrong.  In  fact. 


it  is  the  perfect  beer  for 
those  watching  their  wallet 
as  the  semester  comes  to  a 
close.  It  is  less  expensive 
than  other  standard  beers 
such  as  Budweiser  and  Co- 
ors,  and  is  much  better  than 
garbage-juice  beers  like 
Keystone  Light,  and  for  just  I 
a  few  pennies  more.  All  in 
all  we  have  decided  to  give 
The  Champagne  of  Beers  a 
2.5  out  of  5  beers,  primarily 
because  of  its  value,  with 
the  main  thing  hurling  it  be- 
ing its  plain  taste. 


it: 

RFVW 


Miller  High  Life 
Rating 

II  - 

2.5/5  Beers 


Holiday  Green  Tips 


1.  Wrapping:  There's  no  need  to  go  out  and  buy 
shiny  new  paper  ever  year!  Try  openirm  presents  more 
carefully,  so  as  to  save  U^e  wgppings.  Tne  aaojs  can  be 
said  for  bows  and  rihhOTW^Wicn  can  very  easny'he  re- 
used, as  well  as  tht^mlBy  gift  bags.  If  the  pleasure  of 
excitedly  tearingijHpaper  on  a  package  is  too  much  to 
turn  down,  try  uspE  otner  papers  for  wrapping,  such  as 
the  colorful  comitsTrom  Sunday's  newspapers. 

2.  Lighting:  There's  no  real  need  to  leave  festive 
lights  on  all  flay,  when  the  sun  takes  away  from  their  el- 
egance. And  if  your  family  leaves  them  on  during  the 
nisht,  iry  ta  use  more  energy-efficient  bulbs,  such  as 
LED  lights. 

3.  Batteries:  If  you're  planning  on  buying  battery- 
operated  gifts,  think  about  purchasing  rechargeable 
batteries  to  include  with  the  gift  in  order  to  lessen  the 
amount  of  batteries  thrown  inlandfllls. 


4.  Cards:  If  possible,  purchase  recycled  paper  greet- 
ing cards.  You  could  also  try  making  your  own  out  ' 
reused  paper  and  old  greeting  cards. 
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WNEC  students  C.A.R.E.  about  their  community 


By:  Jackie  Clarke 


Do  you  like  helping 
out  your  community?  Pro- 
moting awareness  of  differ- 
ent causes  you're  passion- 
ate about?  Well,  C.A.R.E. 
might  be  the  perfect  campus 
club  for  you. 

Community  Action  Re- 
wards Everyone  (C.A.R.E.) 
is  a  community  service  club 
on  campus.  This  organiza- 
tion helps  the  College  com- 
munity gain  a  better  under- 
standing of  social  respon- 
sibility and  provides  them 
different  ways  to  engage  in 
their  community  outside  of 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege. Through  a  variety  of 
service  projects,  awareness 
weeks,  and  events,  C.A.R.E. 
provides  the  College  with 
different  opportunities  to 
become  involved  in  helping 
improve  the  community  in 
which  they  live. 


C.A.R.E.'s  mission 
statement  is  one  that  pro- 
vides concern  and  aware- 
ness, where  they  "Work 
with  others  to  promote 
change  through  projects  that 
impact  volunteers,  broaden 
their  definitions  of  service, 
and  create  a  positive  image 
of  the  Springfield  commu- 
nities." 

There  are  four  com- 
mittees in  C.A.R.E.  that 
focuses  on  different  popula- 
tions regarding  community 
service  which  include.  Chil- 
dren and  Youth,  Senior  Citi- 
zens, Hunger  and  Home- 
lessness,  and  Awareness. 
A  C.A.R.E.  member  said, 
"The  C.A.R.E.  committees 
are  extremely  professional 
and  they  take  the  time  to 
keep  all  the  members  up- 
dated." 

The  Awareness  Com- 
mittee is  in  charge  of  pro- 
moting awareness  about  the 


community  to  the  campus. 
Awareness  is  promoted  to 
present  the  campus  with 
the  different  issues  that  are 
presented  in  the  commu- 
nity. Some  of  their  projects 
have  included.  Terminating 
Texting  Tragedies  in  Octo- 
ber, Step  Out  Walk  to  Fight 
Diabetes  in  September,  Or 
Seuss's  Birthday  in  March, 
Worid  AIDS  Day  (collabo- 


ration with  GSA)  in  Decem- 
ber 1st,  and  Keep  Spring- 
field Beautiful  in  May. 
Awareness  is  promoted  to 
show  the  campus  the  differ- 
ent issues  that  are  present  in 
the  community. 

The  Children  and  Youth 
Committee  works  with  chil- 
dren who  have  been  abused 
and  neglected  and  low  in- 
come families  and  who 
have  mental  or  physical  dis- 
abilities. Volunteers  assist 
in  the  after  school  program 
at  the  Gray  House  for  low 
income  families.  These  kids 
come  to  the  af^er  school 
program  to  have  a  snack, 
work  on  homework,  do  a 
group  activity,  and  have 
dinner  There  are  various 
projects  that  are  established 
throughout  the  semester  In 
the  spring,  there  will  be  a 
carnival  for  the  children. 

The  Senior  Citizen's 
Committee   works  differ- 


ent kinds  of  senior  citizens, 
ranging  from  the  elderly  that 
live  in  assisted  living  with 
some  mobility  to  veterans, 
or  even  elderly  that  may  no 
longer  be  able  to  take  care 
of  themselves.  Working 
with  senior  citizens  is  one 
of  the  easier  volunteer  ser- 
vices to  participate  in.  No 
matter  what  activity  you 
will  be  doing  with  the  se- 
nior citizen  population,  they 
simply  just  enjoy  having 
some  company.  They  enjoy 
talking  and  aren't  afraid  to 
tell  you  about  their  stories 
so  you  can  see  what  kind  of 
lives  they  have  experienced. 
Projects  have  included  piz- 
za parties  at  the  Soldier's 
Home,  themed  casino  night, 
and  a  themed  dance  party  at 
St.  Luke's  rest  home. 

The  Hunger  and 
Homelessness  Committee 
works  with  the  people  who 
are  considered  either  low 
income  or  homeless.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  reward- 
ing experiences.  C.A.R.E. 
works  with  varieties  of  or- 
ganizations throughout  the 
year  that  serve  to  the  hungry 
and  homeless  population  in 
the  Springfield  area.  These 
organizations  include.  Re- 
building Together  Spring- 
field, Loaves  and  Fishes 
Soup  Kitchen,  Springfield 
Rescue  Mission,  Friends 
of  the  Homeless,  as  well  as 
Tours  of  Springfield  with 
Pastor  Gregg  Dyson.  "A 
unique  thing  about  the  work 
that  you  will  do  while  work- 
ing with  Hunger  and  Home- 
lessness in  C.A.R.E.  is  that 
you  will  be  working  directly 
with  the  people  in  this  pop- 
ulation," said  Ashley  Fa- 
herty,  C.A.R.E  Secretary. 

Some  of  the  C.A.R.E 
members  offered  their 
thoughts  and  enthusiasm 
about  the  organization  say- 
ing that  C.A.R.E  provides, 
"Eye  opening  issues  that 
might  go  more  in  depth  than 
what  is  seen  or  heard  on  the 
news  and  is  a  great  way  to 
learn  about  the  things  going 
on  in  the  Springfield  area 
and  how  one  can  make  a 
change." 

General  meetings  are 
Thursday  at  5:00PM  in 
LaRiv  300.  Membership  is 
open  to  all  members  of  the 
campus  community. 


RHA  brings  Snow  Day  event  to  WNEC 


By:  Alex  Tusia 


The  infamous  slogan 
for  our  school  is  "We  Never 
Ever  Close"  due  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  very  rare  that  the 
school  needs  to  be  closed 
because  of  weather  restric- 
tions. Within  the  past  cou- 
ple of  years  there  have  only 
been  a  few  snow  days  on 
campus  and  this  prompted 
our  Resident  Hall  Associa- 
tion to  plan  an  event  around 
this  ideal  or  lack  there  of 

On  November  20*  the 
RHA  hosted  a  "Snow  Day" 
event  in  the  Commonwealth 
parking  lot.  The  events  took 
place  fi-om  nine  to  eleven 
and  included  ice  skating, 
arts  and  crafts,  a  hockey 
shoot  out,  hot  beverages, 
and  carnival  games  such  as 
bottle  toss,  ring  toss,  can 
toss,  and  plinko.  From  each 
of  these  events  the  partici- 
pant was  given  a  raffle  tick- 
et that  was  drawn  at  the  end 
of  the  night.  Many  students 
were  able  to  walk  away 
with  incredible  prizes. 

The  night  was  a  great 
success  and  all  of  the  stu- 
dents were  able  to  enjoy 
the  festivities.  Anthony 
Jordick,  Berkshire's  presi- 
dent and  an  up  and  coming 
member  of  the  RHA  com- 
mented on  the  event  saying: 


RHA  E-board 

Image:  Amanda  DeCosta 

"The  RHA  snow  day 
was  successful  in  the  sense 
that  it  gave  WNEC  students 
a  break  from  the  everyday 
grind.  The  RHA  executive 
board  did  an  excellent  job 
bringing  everything  togeth- 
er" 

This  type  of  event  is 
one  that  is  unusual  to  our 
campus  and  is  an  idea  that 
has  been  debated  over  for 
a  long  time.  Allison  Breen, 
the  co-programming  chair 
discussed  with  the  West- 
erner that 

"We  [the  RHA]  have 
been  talking  about  an  ice 
rink  for  years,  and  it  was 
a  good  idea  to  get  students 
out  before  the  holiday  sea- 
son." 


The  ice  rink  that  was 
brought  in  was  synthetic  ice 
that  was  made  out  of  plastic 
with  a  thin  layer  of  silicone 
water  on  it.  The  students 
were  able  to  rent  skates  and 
glide  over  the  ice  rink  that 
the  RHA  was  so  generous  to 
provide. 

The  president  of  RHA, 
Teresa  Mitchell,  is  a  leader 
who  likes  to  remain  behind 
the  scenes,  but  deserves 
more  credit  than  she  is  often 
given.  Due  to  her  innova- 
tive ideas  and  tremendous 
leadership  skills  the  first 
ever  RHA  Snow  Day  was  a 
success  that  gave  students 
a  break  before  finals  and 
made  for  a  fun  event. 

As  a  senior  Teresa  is 


hoping  to  leave  her  mark 
on  the  WNEC  population, 
and  as  RHA  events  become 
more  popular  I  believe  that 
she  will  be  remembered  for 
the  greatness  of  these  events 
and  her  incredible  leader- 
ship abilities. 

Even  though  this 
was  not  a  real  snow  day, 
perhaps  this  event  is  a  pre- 
cursor for  the  winter  that  is 
yet  to  come.  With  only  a  few 
weeks  left  of  classes  any- 
thing is  possible  and  maybe 
this  will  be  the  year  that 
WNEC  will  close.  Although 
this  would  be  an  incredible 
feat,  we  do  have  to  remem- 
ber that  this  is  WNEC  where 
We  Never  Ever  Close. 


The  Westerner  •  December  7, 201 0*5 

THE  WESTERNER  

Christmas  music  isn't  the  same  old  monotonous  tone 


By:  Hannah  Berling 


It's  that  time  of  year 
again:  snow  is  in  the  air, 
chestnuts  are  roasting  on 
open  fires,  and  Christmas 
music  can  be  heard  in  just 
about  every  department 
store  known  to  man. 

I  love  Christmas 
music;  I  do  not  beheve  you 
can  celebrate  the  holiday 
season  without  it.  Yet,  ev- 
ery year  I  hear  people  say 
that  Christmas  music  is 
"dumb,"  "boring,"  or  that 
it  just  isn't  cool,  but  1  am 
prepared  to  prove  all  those 
naysayers  wrong. 

For  some  people,  the 
negativity  towards  Christ- 
mas music  comes  from  the 
fact  that  they  don't  appre- 
ciate the  classic  sounds  of 
Bing  Crosby's  White  Christ- 
mas, or  the  low,  deep  voice 
of  Thurl  Ravenscroft's, 
You're  a  Mean  One  Mr. 
Grinch.  To  those  people  I 
say,  that's  just  fine,  because 


By:  Alex  Tusia 

It  has  already  been 
three  months  that  we  have 
spent  away  from  home, 
and  our  vacation  is  right 
around  the  comer.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  only  way  for  us 
to  reach  this  much-needed 
break  is  by  preparing  for  fi- 
nals and  hopefully  passing 
our  classes.  Even  though 
this  is  a  very  stressful  time 
for  most  students,  I  have  a 
few  tips  to  help  keep  you 
sane  for  the  rest  of  the  se- 
mester. 

The  most  important 
concept  to  remember  is  the 
fact  that  your  break  is  com- 
ing up  very  soon.  After  that 
last  final,  you  won't  have 
to  think  about  classes  for 
a  month.  You  have  already 
made  it  this  far,  you  might 
as  well  finish  strong.  There 
is  a  prime  time  for  slack- 
ing first  semester,  but  this 
is  not  the  time  to  do  it.  For 


Image:  Google 

anyone  can  find  Christmas 
music  that  tickles  their  mu- 
sical fancy.  You  can't  tell 
me  that  lovers  of  rock  music 
do  not  tap  their  feet  or  bob 
their  heads  to  the  driving 
beats  of  the  Trans-Siberian 
Orchestra's  Christmas  Eve 
(Sarajevo  12/24). 

These  days  it  seems 
hard  to  call  Christmas  mu- 
sic "uncoo!"  when  so  many 
big  name  musicians  have 
Christmas  songs  or  whole 
CDs  out.  Here  is  just  a  basic 


list  of  surprising  Christmas 
artists  out  there: 

Christmas  (Baby 
Please  Come  Home)  -  U2 

The  Little  Drummer 
Boy  -  Sean  Kingston 

Making  Christmas 
(from  Nightmare  before 
Christmas)  -  Rise  Against 

1 2  days  of  Christmas  - 
Relient  K 

These  are  just  a  few 
examples  of  how  artists 
have  made  Christmas  music 
"cool."  It  takes  a  little  dig- 


ging, but  these  songs  can  be 
found  (all  of  the  ones  above 
are  on  iTunes),  and  even  the 
NOW!  Volume  of  CDs  is  up 
to  their  4*  Christmas  album. 

If  you  are  someone 
like  me,  who  is  a  country 
girl  at  heart,  you  will  have 
no  problems  hearing  your 
favorite  artists  perform 
amazing  versions  of  classic 
Christmas  songs.  Also,  new 
this  year,  fans  of  the  show 
"Glee"  can  enjoy  a  whole 
Christmas  album. 


have  one.  I  would  suggest 
a  day  planner  to  write  down 
when  assignments  are  due. 
Trust  me,  there  is  nothing 
worse  than  writing  a  pa- 
per at  four  in  the  morning 
knowing  that  it  is  due  at 
nine  that  day. 

My  final  tip  for  keep- 
ing yourself  sane  this  De- 
cember: have  fun.  This  is 
the  last  week  or  so  you  will 
have  with  your  friends  be- 
fore you  are  all  separated  for 
a  month.  Spend  time  with 
them,  enjoy  their  company, 
and  cherish  those  nights  you 
will  never  remember.  As 
a  famous  movie  character 
once  said,  "don't  take  life 
too  seriously  or  you'll  never 
get  out  alive."  Van  Wilder 
spent  the  better  part  of  a  de- 
cade making  the  best  of  his 
time  at  Coolidge  College, 
what's  stopping  you  from 
living  your  last  few  weeks 
at  WNEC  to  the  fullest? 


If  it  is  hearing  the 
same  old  songs  all  the 
time  that  makes  you  dis- 
like Christmas  music,  don't 
reject  the  whole  idea,  and 
look  for  the  original  Christ- 
mas songs  out  there  that 
only  one  artist  performs. 
Kenny  Chesney  has  written 
and  recorded  All  I  want  for 
Christmas  is  a  Real  Good 
Tan  as  an  example,  but  nu- 
merous popular  artists  cre- 
ate their  own  sounds  of  the 
season.  One  that  is  very 
original,  but  a  little  on  the 
questionable  side  is  Lady 
Gaga's  Christmas  Tree. 

So  this  year,  when  you 
are  out  and  about  and  you 
pass  the  bin  full  of  Christ- 
mas CDs,  don't  grunt  at  it  in 
disgust,  dig  through  it,  and 
who  knows,  maybe  your  fa- 
vorite artist  will  be  in  there. 
Christmas  music  is  un- 
avoidable this  time  of  year, 
so  you  may  as  well  embrace 
it  rather  than  trying  to  avoid 
it. 

A  note  from 
the  new 
Editor-in- 
Chief 

Chantel  Branco 


Hello  everyone!  I'm 
Chantel  Branco,  the  new 
Editor-in-Chief  of  the  West- 
erner. I  am  very  excited 
about  this  position  and  I  am 
dedicated  to  keeping  the 
Westerner  on  the  positive 
track  that  it's  currently  on. 

I  would  like  to  thank 
Canio  Carlucci.  the  previ- 
ous Editor-in-Chief  for  all 
his  time  and  dedication  he 
has  put  into  the  newspaper 
over  the  past  four  years, 
the  Westerner  would  not 
be  what  it  is  today  without 
him. 

Some  of  my  goals  as 
editor  are  to  keep  expanding 
the  paper,  through  attracting 
more  writers  and  as  well  as 
retaining  more  readers.  1  am 
looking  forward  to  being  in 
charge  of  the  newspaper  and 
excited  for  what' s  to  come. 


End  of  the  semester  tips 


those  freshmen  who  have 
not  yet  learned,  the  time  to 
slack  off  first  semester  is 
between  Columbus  Day  and 
Thanksgiving.  The  period 
between  Thanksgiving  and 
December  1 7""  is  crunch 
time  where  profesors  like 
to  throw  research  papers, 
group  projects,  and  final 
exams  at  you  from  all  direc- 
fions. 

Although  you  will  be 
experiencing  a  lot  of  work 
these  next  few  weeks,  it  is 
still  important  to  reserve 
yourself  a  little  bit  of  "you" 
time.  Take  at  least  an  hour 
or  two  out  of  your  nonnal 
routine  to  do  something  that 
will  keep  you  relaxed.  Even 
though  many  people  use 
difterent  methods  to  relax, 
let  me  give  you  some  sug- 
gestions. For  the  gamers 
that  need  a  break  from  their 
studies,  what's  more  satisfy- 
ing than  killing  hundreds  of 


Nazi  zombies?  For  the  stu- 
dents at  the  top  of  their  class, 
take  an  hour  off  and  just  lis- 
ten to  some  Jack  Johnson  to 
cool  the  nerves.  While  you 
take  time  knowing  you  are 
all  caught  up  on  your  work, 
just  laugh  at  those  scram- 
bling to  get  everything  done 
in  the  last  week  of  classes. 
For  the  stoner  population 
at  WNEC,  eat  a  snack  and 
mellow  out  to  some  Mar- 
ley.  You  will  be  surprised 
how  quickly  inspiration  for 
that  research  paper  hits  you. 
Whatever  method  works  for 
you.  try  your  best  to  keep 
yourself  from  going  crazy. 

While  taking  some 
"you"  time,  just  remember 
not  to  use  up  so  much  time 
that  everything  is  left  to  the 
last  minute.  Manage  your 
time  wisely  and  make  sure 
to  try  avoiding  procrastina- 
tion. 

If  you  do  not  already 


Last  comic  standing  coming  to  WNEC 


By:  Alex  Carter 

On  Friday,  December 
10,  CAB  Comedy  is  bring- 
ing an  interactive  comedy 
show  to  campus.  CAB  is 
inviting  members  of  the  stu- 


dent body  to  perform  their 
own  routines  in  a  friendly 
competition  geared  to  enter- 
tain the  WNEC  community 
before  finals.  Gift  cards 
will  be  awarded  to  the  stu- 
dents with  the  most  amus- 


ing acts.  Sign-ups  are  being 
held  in  the  Campus  Center 
from  1 1  ;00wam-2:00pm 
until  December  lOlh.  The 
Last  Comic  Standing  com- 
petition will  be  held  this  Fri- 
day in  the  Rockat  9:00pm. 


Image:  Chris  Milanesi 


6»  December  7,  201 0«  The  Westerner 


PUZZLES 


ACROSS 

1  Extinct  bird 
5  Tennis  stroke 
8  Dumbfounds 
12  Complete 
redo 

14  Easy 
bounding  gait 

15  Australia's 
capital 

16  Wield 
needles 

17  Squid  fluid 

18  Hut  roof 
material 

20  Numerical 
info 

23  Require  a 
retest,  maybe 

24  Cronies 

25  1970  Dawn 
hit 

28  Priestly 
garment 

29  Wonderiand 
visitor 

30  Hostel 

32  Food- 
packaging 
factory 

34  Apportion 
(out) 

35  Greek  vowels 

36  In  the  cards 

37  Evolution 
proponent 

40  Charged 
particle 

41  Bedouin 

42  H/lan-eater? 
47  Revealing 

skirt 


King  Crossword 


48  Rickety 

49  Advantage 

50  Tit  for  — 

51  Con  game 

DOWN 

1  "What's  up, 
 ?" 

2  Eggs 

3  Lair 

4  Trips  around 
the  worid? 

5  Brownish 
songbird 

6  " —  Town" 

7  Conspic- 
uousness 

8  Acid 
neutralizer 


9  Refuses  to 

10  Grand-scale 
tale 

11  Brother  of 
Cain  and 
Abel 

13  Coop  group 

19  Stash 

20  Hot  tub 

21  Body  powder 

22  Actress 
Jessica 

23  Expositions 

25  Of 
wholesome 
appearance 

26  Regimen 

27  Initial  slake 
29  OpDosed 


31  Homer's 
neighbor 

33  Raw  recruit 

34  Crazes 

36  Typeface 

37  Knighted 
woman 

38  Saharan 

39  Pealed 

40  "Meet  Me  — 
Louis" 

43  Literary 
collection 

44  English 
channel? 

45  Chicken-king 
link 

46  Moon  vehicle 


Mega  Maze 


19  King  Featurvs  Syry) . ! 
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Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK:  * 


'  Moderate  *  *  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOY! 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  number  in  the  empty  boxes  in  such  a  way 
that  eact>  row  across,  each  column  down  and  each 
small  9-box  square  coniairu  all  of  the 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK; 


r  Moderate  *  *  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOYI 


Go  Figure  1 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  Idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is.  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  * 


■  Moderate  **  Difficult 
★  **  GO  FIGURE! 
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O  2009  KJng  Foaniiu  Syndlcals.  Inc. 


Go  Figure  2 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  colunnns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  Ihe  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  *  *  i 


*  Moderate  *  *  Difficult 
***  GO  FIGURE! 
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Go  Fig  I 


Go  Fig  2 
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PUZZLES 


ACROSS 

1 

Con  game 

5 

Martian 

V6ssel 

8 

A  r6£illy  lonQ 

time 

12 

lnioQ6n9  of 

"Your  Show 

of  Shows" 

13 

14 

Smart-phone 

15 

towa  city 

16 

Dunce 

18 

loicille  Bail, 

notably 

20 

".  Landing" 

21 

Hostel 

22 

Maintander's 

souvenir 

23 

Lost  color 

26 

Minuteman's 

30 

Raw  rock 

31 

Journal 

32 

Altar 

affirmative 

33 

Sailor's  wool 

jacl<el 

36 

Bravery 

38 

Crone 

39 

Women's  - 

40 

Oostoevsky's 

Prince 

Myshl«n,  e.g. 

43 

Heavy  fog 

47 

Marx 

Brothers 

movie 

49 

Look 

lecherously 

50 

Duel  tool 

51  Mimk: 

cookie 

35 

Feedbag  fill 

52  Nevada  city 

10 

"Swell  r 

36 

By  way  of 

53  Disarray 

11 

Lays  down 

37 

Soak  up 

54  Uncooked 

the  lawn 

39 

Warner  Bros. 

55  Pod  dweller 

17 

Supplement- 

skunk Pepe 

ed,  with  "out" 

40 

Same  as 

DOWN 

19 

Conclusion 

above 

1  Cicatrix 

22 

Journey 

41 

Put  one  over 

2  Arrive 

segment 

on 

3  Scored  100 

23 

Burst 

42 

Summertime 

on 

24 

"All  the 

desserts 

4  Old  name  for 

Things  You  -" 

43 

Imago-in- 

a  5-iron 

25 

Meadow 

training 

5  Crty-relaled 

26 

Deteriorate 

44 

Curved 

6  Comestibles 

27 

Lubricate 

molding 

7  Possess 

28 

Big  bother 

45 

Arm  bone 

8  Of  a  cultural 

29 

Craggy  peak 

46 

Drudge 

group 

31 

Trail  behind 

48 

Galley 

9  Sardwich 

34 

Throttles 

implement 

^  2<HIS  King  Fcjilures  SymJ.,  liK 


Do  you  draw? 
Have  a  good 
sense  of 
humor? 

The  Westerner  is 
looking  for  a  cowic 
artists  to  submit 
one  cowic  per  issue, 


If  Interested  please  contaot  us  at: 
thewestemerstiS'yahoo.com 


Wishing  m  WelF 


C    E    B    O    E    E  A 


P    T    D    U  U 


6  7  6  7  5 
P    V    O     I  J 


S    L    A    Y    O  N 


W   M    O    S    O    H    K  I 


AMI     T    C    S  L    E    B     I     D  R 


EE     I     E    G    T    O  I 


TCHAHEOTNMRSS 

HERE  IS  A  PLEASANT  LITTLE  GAME  that  wpll  give  you  a 
message  every  day  It's  a  numencal  puzzle  designed  to  spell 
out  your  fortune.  Count  ttte  letters  in  your  first  name.  If  ttte 
numt>er  of  letters  is  6  or  more.  Gul>tract4.  Iftlie  number  Is  less 
than  6.  add  3  The  result  is  your  key  numtier  Start  at  tfie  up- 
per left-hand  comer  and  ciieck  oneof  your  key  numbers,  (eft 
to  right.  Then  read  the  message  the  letters  under  the 
ciiec^ed  figures  give  you 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  numbei  in  the  empty  boxes  In  sud 
Itial  each  row  across,  each  column  down  a 
small  9-boK  square  contains  all  o(  \h 
numbers  from  one  to  nine. 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


*  Moderate   *  *  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOY! 


Sudoku  2 


Weekly  SUDOKU 


by  Linda  Thistle 
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Place  a  number  in  the  empty  ttoxos  in  such  a  way 
that  each  row  across,  each  column  down  and  earfi 
small         square  contains  all  ol  the 


DIFFICULTY  THIS  WEEK: 


r  Moderate  *  *  Challenging 
*  *  *  HOO  BOY! 


Go  Figure  1 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is,  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  ★ 


*  Moderate  *  *  Difficult 
***GO  FIGURE! 
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Go  Figure  2 


GO  FIGURE! 


The  idea  of  Go  Figure  is  to  arrive 
at  the  figures  given  at  the  bottom 
and  right-hand  columns  of  the 
diagram  by  following  the  arith- 
metic signs  in  the  order  they  are 
given  (that  is.  from  left  to  right 
and  top  to  bottom).  Use  only  the 
numbers  below  the  diagram  to 
complete  its  blank  squares  and 
use  each  of  the  nine  numbers 
only  once. 


DIFFICULTY:  *  *  ★ 


Moderate  **  Difficult 
***  GO  FIGURE! 


+ 

5 

X 

25 

- 

+ 

2 

B 

B 

B 

1  23556789 


8  •  December  7,  2010'  Hie  Westerner 


SPORTS 


UPCOMING  SPORTS  SCHEDULES 

Home  CainL's  in  Itnid 


WRESTLING 

MEN'S  ICE  HOCKEY 

12/10/2010 

Rhode  Island  College 

7:00  PM 

12/10/2010 

Hamilton  College 

7:35  PM 

Bridgcw3ter  Stste  University 

1/7/201 1 

The  College  at  Brockport 

7:00  PM 

1/15/2011 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute 

1:00  PM 

1/8/2011 

The  College  at  Brockport 

3:00  PM 

1/23/2011 

NEWA  Dual-Meet  Championship 

10:00  AM 

1/11/2011 

Connecticut  College 

7:05  PM 

1/28/2011 

Wesleyan  University 

7:00  PM 

1/13/2011 

SUNY  Geneseo 

7:05  PM 

2/2/201 1 

Springfield  Technical  Community  College 

4:00  PM 

1/15/2011 

Worcester  State  University 

4:30  PM 

2/2/2011 

American  International  College 

4:00  PM 

1/20/201 1 

Suffolk  University 

6:00  PM 

2/2/2011 

Springfield  College 

4:00  PM 

1/22/2011 

Johnson  &  Wales  University 

3:35  PM 

2/5/2011 

Amherst  College  Invitational 

10:00  AM 

1/27/2011 

Nichols  College 

7:05  PM 

2/18/2011 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Academy 

5:00  PM 

1/29/2011 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology3:35  PM 

SWIMMING 

MEN'S  BASKETBALL 

12/10/2010 

Bridgewater  State  University 

6:00  PM 

12/7/2010 

Westfield  State  University 

7:30  PM 

12/11/2010 

University  of  New  England 

1:00  PM 

12/9/2010 

Hartwick  College 

7:00  PM 

1/14/2011 

Colby-Sawyer  College 

4:30  PM 

12/11/2010 

Union  College 

3:00  PM 

1/15/2011 

Assumption  College 

1:00  PM 

1/6/2011 

Becker  College 

7:00  PM 

1/19/2011 

Elms  College 

6:00  PM 

1/8/2011 

Curry  College 

3:00  PM 

1/22/2011 

Husson  College 

1:00  PM 

1/11/2011 

Roger  Williams  University 

8:00  PM 

1/22/2011 

St.  Joseph's  College  (Me.) 

1:00  PM 

1/15/2011 

Endicott  College 

3:00  PM 

1/29/2011 

Simmons  College 

11:00  AM 

1/19/2011 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology 

7:30  PM 

2/2/2011 

Eastern  Connecticut  State  University 

7:00  PM 

1/22/2011 

Salve  Regina  University 

3:00  PM 

2/20/2011 

NEISDA  Championship  Center  - 

TBD 

1/27/2011 

Nichols  College 

5:30  PM 

WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 


12/7/2010 

Fitchburg  State  University 

5:30  PM 

12/9/2010 

Mount  Ida  College 

7:00  PM 

12/11/2010 

Union  College 

1 :00  PM 

1/5/2011 

Worcester  State  University 

Noon 

1/8/2011 

Curry  College 

1:00  PM 

1/11/2011 

Roger  Williams  University 

6:00  PM 

1/13/2011 

Emerson  College 

7:00  PM 

1/15/2011 

Endicott  College 

1 :00  PM 

1/19/2011 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology 

5:30  PM 

FALL 
ATHLETICS 

Football: 

Wins:  9 
Losses:  2 
Ties:  0 

Women's  Soccer: 

Wins:  13 
Losses:  9 
Ties:  0 

Mian's  Cross 
TTounfry: 

Placings:  1/8,  3/8,  34/49 

Women's  Tennis: 

Wins:  6 
Losses:  8 
Ties: 0 

Congratulations  to  all  the 
fall  sports  teams  on  an 
excellent  season! 

Men's  Soccer: 

Wins:  15 
Losses:  7 
Ties:  2 

Field  Hockey: 

Wins:  10 
Losses:  1 1 
Ties:  0 

Women's  Cross 
Country: 

Placings:  3/10,  5/9.  39/51 

Volleyball: 

Wins:  10 
Losses;  20 
Ties:  0 

